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INTRODUCTION. 

The  influence  of  Doctor  George  Brown  Goode  on  the  growth  anc 
character  of  the  United  States  National  Museum  was  profound,  and  i1 
extended  to  museum  development  in  all  parts  of  the  world.  It  is 
desirable  that  an  account  of  his  life  and  services  should  appear,  togethei 
with  reprints  of  his  valuable  papers  on  American  science  and  public 
museums,  as  well  as  several  on  related  subjects  that  have  never  beei 
published,  in  this  portion  of  the  Smithsonian  report  devoted  to  the  worl 
of  the  National  Museum.  Most  of  these  papers  appeared  originally  ir 
publications  not  easily  accessible  to  students,  and  all  reprints  have  \ovl% 
since  been  distributed. 

GEORGE  BROWN  GOODE. 

Every  student  of  nature  the  world  over  has  profited  by  the  work  o 

Doctor  Goode.     Everyone  interested  in  the  advancement  of  science  anc 

in  the  development  of  museums  as  the  graphic  representatives  of  history 

,/     and  science  has  been  and  will  be  encouraged  and  assisted  because  he  livec 

t 

>      and  worked.     Ever>'  person  c^an  emulate  his  example  of  right  living  anc 

• '       honest  service  with  gain  individually  and  as  a  member  of  the  communit] 

and  of  the  body  politic,  and  every  Virginian  c:an  point  with  pride  to  th< 

•*'      fact  that  D(X!tor  Gcx)de's  ancestors  were  from  that  historic  State. 

'-^  Personally  I  knew  him  as  the  man  of  science,  the  museum  adminis 

^'      trator,  the  patriot,  the  valued  adviser,  and  the  loyal  friend.     Two  year: 

^;^       have  passed  sinc^e  his  death,  and  I  feel  the  personal  and  public  loss  mon 

and  more.     No  one  has  come  to  take  his  place  in  many  of  the  fields  o 

his  activity.    Science,  and  particular!}'  Government  scientific  institutions 

will  long  miss  the  wholesome  influence  that  he  exerted  on  the  minds  o 

scientific  and  public  men.     But  all  that  could  be  said  by  me  has  beei 

spoken  by  those  whose  tributes  follow.     We  loved  the  man ,  and  we  cherisl 

his  memory  in  secret  thought  and  honor  it  in  the  written  words  of  thi 

memorial  volume. 

Chari.es  D.  WAi^ccyrr. 
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Washmgiotiy  February  6,  1897. 


PROGRAMME. 
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INTRODUCTORY  REMARKS. 


By  Gardiner  Greene  Hubbard, 

President  of  the  Joint  Commission  of  the  Scientific  Societies, 


This  day  was  selected  as  the  day  to  pay  tribute  to  Doctor  G.  Brown 
Goode,  as  it  is  his  natal  day.  On  my  return  to  Boston  from  the  maritime 
provinces  last  summer,  I  heard  with  deep  regret  of  the  death,  a  few  days 
before,  of  Doctor  George  Brown  Goode.  To  me  he  had  been  a  friend; 
to  me  his  death  was  a  deep  personal  loss  and  sorrow.  To  him  I  have 
turned  for  counsel,  for  advice,  for  sympathy,  and  his  response  was 
prompt,  earnest,  and  cordial.  Do  I  not  express  the  feeling  of  all  who 
knew  him?  Never  was  there  a  truer  and  more  intelligent  counselor,  a 
more  sympathetic  friend,  $i  more  ready  helper,  a  more  kindly  nature. 

None  knew  him  but  to  love  him. 
None  named  him  but  to  praise. 

It  was  at  Twin  Oaks,  one  of  the  last  Sundays  in  June,  that  he  spent 
the  last  morning  with  us.  He  walked  with  us  through  the  grounds* 
twining  ways,  pointing  out  the  beauties  of  the  flowers,  which  he  was  so 
quick  to  see,  and  showing  a  knowledge  of  the  habits  and  needs  of  every 
tree  and  shrub.  He  passed  through  the  grounds  to  the  library  and 
looked  over  a  portfolio  of  recent  Japanese  prints.  He  showed  a  perfect 
familiarity  with  them,  selecting  the  good,  rejecting  the  poor,  and  know- 
ing the  value  of  each.  With  books  he  was  equally  familiar,  and  more 
than  once  suggested  some  rare  book  that  I  should  like  to  obtain.  Books 
were  his  friends  and  companions.  His  reading  was  extensive  and  varied. 
He  knew  my  pedigree  better  than  I,  and  corrected  mistakes  that  I  had 
made  in  preparing  my  genealogy  for  the  Society  of  Colonial  Wars,  in 
which  organization  he  was  deeply  interested.  His  mind  was  versatile, 
his  interests  widespread,  his  tastes  refined,  his  judgment  correct.  He 
was  a  true  lover  of  nature,  of  art,  of  beauty  everywhere.  He  heralded 
to  us  the  first  coming  of  the  birds,  he  knew  their  notes,  and  welcomed 
the  opening  of  the  spring  blossoms.  He  was  alive  to  every  bit  of  earth 
and  sky.  With  all  the  pressure  of  numerous  and  varied  cares  and  respon- 
sibilities, he  lent  a  ready  ear,  a  helping  hand,  to  all  who  asked  his  aid. 
He  would  read  and  correct  a  manuscript  for  a  friend,  conduct  another 
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through  the  Museum  and  open  to  him  its  treasures,  or  prepare  a  scheme 
for  an  exposition  at  Chicago  or  Atlanta.  Into  the  work  of  the  Museum 
he  threw  his  whole  heart  and  life.  He  knew  it  in  all  its  strength 
and  weakness,  its  deficiencies,  its  wealth,  its  possibilities,  and  therefore 
believed  in  its  glorious  future.  He  knew  it  in  all  its  difiFerent  depart- 
ments— in  its  minute  details.  He  welcomed  every  new  object  that  was 
brought  into  the  Museum  and  directed  its  disposition.  He  refused  the 
appointment  of  Commissioner  of  Fisheries  and  remained  in  charge  of  the 
Museum  at  a  smaller  salary,  because  he  felt  his  services  were  more  needed 
there.  He  was  urged  last  summer  to  go  to  the  Seal  Islands,  a  trip  he 
would  gladly  have  taken,  but  he  was  reluctant  to  leave  his  work.  He 
remained  to  die  at  his  post. 

Others  will  speak  of  him  in  his  public  relations;  others  can  estimate 
his  scientific  attainments  and  the  debt  of  gratitude  the  Museum  owes  to 
his  faithful  and  skillful  administration;  others  will  weave  and  lay  upon 
his  tomb  wreaths  and  garlands.  I  bring  but  a  few  violets,  the  expres- 
sion of  my  personal  love  and  esteem.  He  was  a  friend  whom  I  loved 
and  whom  I  miss  from  my  daily  life. 


OPENING  ADDRESS. 


By  Samuel  Pierpont  Langley, 

Secretary^  Smithsonian  Institution, 


While  I  am  aware  that  it  is  only  fitting  that  I  should  say  something 
here  about  one  I  knew  so  well  as  the  late  Doctor  Goode,  I  feel  the  occa- 
sion a  trying  one,  for  he  was  so  dear  a  friend  that  my  very  nearness  and 
sense  of  a  special  bereavement  must  be  a  sufficient  excuse  for  asking 
your  indulgence,  since  I  can  not  speak  of  him  even  yet  without  pain, 
and  I  must  say  but  little. 

Here  are  some  who  knew  him  still  longer  than  I,  and  many  who  can 
estimate  him  more  justly  in  all  his  scientific  work,  and  to  those  who  can 
perfonn  this  task  so  much  better,  I  leave  it.  I  will  only  try  to  speak, 
however  briefly,  from  a  personal  point  of  view,  and  chiefly  of  those 
moral  qualities  in  which  our  friendship  grew,  and  of  some  things  apart 
from  his  scientific  life  which  this  near  friendship  showed  me. 

As  I  first  remember  him  it  seems  to  me,  looking  back  in  the  light  of 
more  recent  knowledge,  that  it  was  these  moral  qualities  which  I  first 
appreciated,  and  that  if  there  was  one  which  more  than  another  formed  the 
basis  of  his  character  it  was  sincerity — a  sincerity  which  was  the  ground 
of  a  trust  and  confidence  such  as  could  be  instinctively  given,  even 
from  the  first,  only  to  an  absolutely  loyal  and  truthful  nature.  In  him 
duplicity  of  motive  even,  seemed  hardly  possible,  for,  though  he  was  in 
a  good  sense,  w^orldly  wise,  he  walked  by  a  single  inner  light,  and  this 
made  his  road  clear  even  when  he  was  going  over  obscure  ways,  and 
made  him  often  a  safer  guide  than  such  wisdom  alone  would  ha\^e  done. 
He  was,  I  repeat,  a  man  whom  you  first  trusted  instinctively,  but  also  one 
in  whom  every  added  knowledge  explained  and  justified  this  confidence. 

This  sincerity,  which  pervaded  the  whole  character,  was  united  with 
an  unselfishness  so  deep-seated  that  it  was  not  conscious  of  itself,  and 
was,  perhaps,  not  always  recognized  by  others.  It  is  a  subject  of  regret 
to  me,  now  it  is  too  late,  that  I  seem  myself  to  have  thus  taken  it  too 
much  as  a  matter  of  course  in  the  past,  at  times  like  one  I  remember, 
when,  as  I  aftemv^ards  learned,  he  was  suffering  from  \\Tetched  health, 
which  he  concealed  so  successfully  while  devoting  himself  to  my  help, 
that  I  had  no  suspicion  till  long  after  of  the  effort  this  must  have  cost 
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him.  He  lived  not  for  himself,  but  for  others  and  for  his  work.  There 
was  no  occasion  when  he  could  not  find  time  for  any  call  to  aid,  and  the 
Museum  was  something  to  which  he  was  willing  to  give  of  his  own 
slender  means. 

Connected  with  this  was  an  absence  of  any  wish  to  personally  domi- 
nate others  or  to  force  his  own  personal  ways  upon  them.  It  is  pleas- 
antest  to  live  our  own  Ufe  if  we  can,  and  with  him  ever>'  associate  and 
subordinate  had  a  moral  liberty  that  is  not  always  enjoyed,  for  apart  from 
his  oflScial  duties,  he  obtruded  himself  upon  no  one  with  advice,  and  his 
private  opinion  was  to  be  sought,  not  proffered. 

His  insight  into  character  was  notable,  and  it  was  perhaps  due  as 
much  as  anything  to  a  power  of  sympathy  that  produced  a  gentleness  in 
his  private  judgment  of  others,  which  reminded  one  of  the  saying,  that  if 
we  could  comprehend  everything  we  could  pardon  ever>'tliing.  He  com- 
prehended and  he  pardoned. 

Associate  this  tolerance  of  those  weaknesses  in  others,  even  which  he 
did  not  share,  with  the  confidence  he  inspired  and  with  this  clear  insight, 
and  we  have  some  idea  of  the  moral  qualities  which  tempered  the 
authority  he  exercised  in  his  administrative  work,  and  which  were  the 
underlying  causes  of  his  administrative  excellence.  I  do  not  know 
whether  a  power  of  reading  character  is  more  intuitive  or  acquired ;  at 
any  rate  without  it  men  may  be  governed,  but  not  in  hannony,  and  must 
be  driven  rather  than  led.  Doctor  Goode  was  in  this  sense  a  leader, 
quite  apart  from  his  scientific  competence.  Every  member  of  the  force 
he  controlled,  not  only  among  his  scientific  associates,  but  down  to  the 
humblest  employees  of  the  Museum,  was  an  individual  to  him,  with 
traits  of  character  which  were  his  own  and  not  another's,  and  which  were 
recognized  in  all  dealings.  And  in  this  I  think  he  was  peculiar,  for  I 
have  known  no  man  who  seemed  to  possess  this  sympathetic  insight  in 
such  a  degree;  and  certainly  it  was  one  of  the  sources  of  his  strength. 

I  shall  have  given,  however,  a  wrong  idea  of  him  if  I  leave  anyone 
under  the  impression  that  this  sympathy  led  to  weakness  of  rule.  He 
knew  how  to  say  **no,"  and  said  it  as  often  as  any  other,  and  would 
reprehend  where  occasion  called,  in  terms  the  plainest  and  most  uncom- 
promising a  man  could  use,  speaking  so  when  he  thought  it  necessary, 
even  to  those  whose  association  was  voluntary,  but  who  somehow  were 
not  alienated,  as  they  would  have  been  by  such  censure  from  another. 
**  He  often  refused  me  what  I  most  wanted,"  said  one  of  his  staff  to  nie, 
* '  but  I  never  went  to  sleep  without  having  in  my  own  mind  forgiven  him.  * ' 

I  have  spoken  of  some  of  the  moral  qualities  which  made  all  rely  upon 
him,  and  which  were  the  foundation  of  his  ability  to  deal  with  men.     To 
them  was  joined  that  scientific  knowledge  without  which  he  could  nof 
have  been  a  Museum  administrator,  but  even  with  this  knowledge  Ik 
could  not  have  been  what  he  was,  except  from  the  fact  that  he  loved  th 
Museum  and  its  administration  above  every  other  pursuit,  even,  I  tliii) 
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above  his  own  special  branch  of  biological  science.  He  was  a  man  of 
the  widest  interests  I  have  ever  known,  so  that  whatever  he  was  speak- 
ing of  at  any  moment,  seemed  to  be  the  thing  he  knew  best.  It  was 
often  hard  to  say,  then,  what  love  predominated ;  but  I  think  that  he  had, 
on  the  whole,  no  pleasure  greater  than  that  in  his  Museum  administra- 
tion, and  that,  apart  from  his  family  interests  and  joys,  this  was  the 
deepest  love  of  all.  He  refused  advantageous  offers  to  leave  it,  though  I 
ought  to  gratefully  add  here,  that  his  knowledge  of  my  reliance  upon 
him  and  his  unselfish  desire  to  aid  me,  were  also  among  his  determining 
motives  in  remaining.     They  were  natural  ones  in  such  a  man. 

What  were  the  results  of  this  devotion  may  be  comprehensively  seen 
in  the  statement  that  in  the  year  in  which  he  was  first  enrolled  among 
the  oflScers  of  the  Museum  the  entries  of  collections  numbered  less  than 
200,000,  and  the  staff,  including  honorary  collaborators  and  all  subordi- 
nates, thirteen  persons,  and  by  comparing  these  early  conditions  with 
what  they  became  under  his  subsequent  management. 

Professor  Baird  at  the  first  was  an  active  manager,  but  from  the  time 
that  he  became  Secretary  of  the  Institution  he  devolved  more  and  more 
of  the  Museum  duties  on  Doctor  Goode,  who  for  nine  years  preceding 
his  death  was  practically  in  entire  charge  of  it.  It  is  strictly  within  the 
tnitli  then  to  say  that  the  changes  which  have  taken  place  in  the  Museum 
in  that  time  are  more  his  work  than  any  other  man's,  and  when  we  find 
that  the  number  of  persons  employed  has  grown  from  thirteen  to  over 
two  hundred,  and  the  number  of  vSpecimens  from  200,000  to  over 
3,000,000,  and  consider  that  what  the  Museum  now  is,  its  scheme  and 
arrangement,  with  almost  all  which  make  it  distinctive;  are  chiefly 
Doctor  Goode' s,  we  hav-e  some  of  the  evidence  of  his  administrative 
capacity.  He  was  fitted  to  rule  and  administer  both  men  and  things, 
and  the  Museum  under  his  management  was,  as  someone  has  called  it, 
*'A  house  full  of  ideas  and  a  nursery  of  living  thought." 

Perhaps  no  one  can  be  a  "naturalist,"  in  the  larger  sense,  without 
being  directly  a  lover  of  Nature  and  of  all  natural  sights  and  sounds. 
One  of  his  family  says: 

lie  t«iuglit  us  all  the  forest  trees,  their  fruits  and  flowers  in  season,  and  to  know 
them  when  bare  of  leaves  by  their  shai)es;  all  the  wayside  slirubs,  and  even  the  flow- 
ers of  the  wee<ls ;  all  the  wild  birds  and  their  notes,  and  the  insects.  His  ideal  of  an 
old  age  was  to  have  a  little  place  of  his  own  in  a  mild  climate,  surrounded  by  his 
books  for  rainy  days,  and  friends  who  cared  for  plain  living  and  high  thinking,  with 
a  chance  to  help  someone  poorer  than  he. 

He  was  a  loving  and  quick  observor,  and  in  these  simple  natural  joys 
his  studies  were  his  recreations,  and  were  closely  connected  with  his 
literary  pursuits. 

I  have  spoken  of  his  varied  interests  and  the  singular  fullness  of  his 
knowledge  in  fields  apart  from  biologic  research.  He  was  a  genealogist 
of  professional  completeness  and  exactitude,  and  a  historian,  and  of  him  in 
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these  capacities  alone,  a  biography  might  be  written ;  but  his  well-founded 
claim  to  be  considered  a  literary  man  as  well  as  a  man  of  science,  rests  as 
much  on  the  excellent  English  style ;  dear,  direct,  unpretentious,  in  which 
he  has  treated  these  subjects,  as  on  his  love  of  literature  in  general.  I 
pass  them,  however,  with  this  inadequate  mention,  from  my  incompetence 
to  deal  with  him  as  a  genealogist,  and  because  his  aspect  as  a  historian 
will  be  presented  by  another;  but  while  I  could  only  partly  follow  him 
in  his  genealogical  studies,  we  had  together,  among  other  common  tastes, 
that  love  of  general  literature  just  spoken  of,  and  I,  who  have  been  a 
widely  discursive  reader,  have  never  met  a  mind  in  touch  with  more  far- 
away and  disconnected  points  than  his,  nor  one  of  more  breadth  and 
variety  of  reading,  outside  of  the  range  of  its  own  specialty.  This  read- 
ing was  also,  however,  associated  with  a  love  of  everything  which  could 
illustrate  his  special  science  on  this  literary  side.  The  extent  of  this 
illustration  is  well  shown  by  the  wealth  and  aptness  of  quotation  in  the 
chapter  headings  of  his  American  Fishes,  his  Game  Fishes  of  North 
America,  and  the  like,  and  in  his  knowledge  of  everything  thus 
remotely  connected  with  his  ichthyologic  researches,  from  St.  Anthony's 
Sermon  to  Fishes,  to  the  I^iterature  of  Fish  Cookery,  while  in  one  of  his 
earliest  papers,  written  at  nineteen,  his  fondness  for  Isaac  Walton  and 
his  familiarity  with  him,  are  evident.  He  had  a  love  for  everything  to  do 
with  books,  such  as  specimens  of  printing  and  binding,  and  for  etchings 
and  engravings,  and  he  was  an  omnivorous  reader,  but  he  read  to  collect, 
and  oftenest  in  connection  with  the  enjoyment  of  his  outdoor  life  and  all 
natural  things.  One  of  these  unpublished  collections.  The  MUvSic  of 
Nature,  contains  literally  thousands  of  illustrated  poems  or  passages 
from  his  favorite  poets. 

These  were  his  recreations,  and  among  these  little  excunsions  into 
literature,  "the  most  pathetic,  and  yet  in  some  respects  the  mast  con- 
solatory,*' says  his  literary  executor,  *' seems  to  have  been  suggested 
by  an  article  on  the  literary  advantages  of  weak  health,  for  with  this 
thought  in  mind  he  had  collected  from  various  sources  accounts  of  literary 
work  done  in  feeble  health,  which  he  brought  together  under  the  title 
Mens  Sana  in  Corpore  /wsano.  *  * 

Still  another  collection  was  of  poems  relating  to  music,  of  which  he  was 
an  enthusiastic  lover.  He  sang  and  played  well,  but  this  I  only  learned 
after  his  death,  for  it  was  characteristic  of  his  utter  absence  of  display,  that 
during  our  nine  years'  intimacy  he  never  let  me  know  that  he  had  such 
accomplishments ;  though  that  he  had  a  large  acquaintance  with  musical 
instniments  I  was,  of  course,  aware  from  the  collections  he  had  made. 

We  must  think  of  him  with  added  sympathy,  when  we  know  that  Ik 
lost  the  robust  health  he  once  enjoyed,  at  that  early  time  during  his  firs' 
connection  with  the  Museum,  when  he  gave  himself  with  such  uncalci* 
lating  devotion  to  his  work  as  to  overtask  every  energ>'  and  permanent 
impair  his  strength.     It  was  only  imperfectly  restored  when  his  excess: 
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labors  in  connection  with  the  Centennial  Exposition  brought  on  another 
attack,  and  this  condition  was  renewed  at  times  through  my  acquaintance 
with  him.  When  we  see  what  he  has  done,  we  must  remember,  with  now 
useless  regret,  under  what  conditions  all  this  was  accomplished. 

I  have  scarcely  alluded  to  his  family  life,  for  of  his  home  we  are  not  to 
speak  here,  further  than  to  say  that  he  was  eminently  a  domestic  man, 
finding  the  highest  joys  that  life  brought  him  with  his  family  and  children. 
Of  those  who  hear  me  to-night  most  knew  him  personally,  and  will  bear 
me  witness,  from  his  daily  life,  that  he  was  a  man  one  felt  to  be  pure  in 
heart  as  he  was  clean  of  speech,  always  sociable,  always  considerate  of 
his  associates,  a  most  suggestive  and  helpful  man;  an  eminently  unselfish 
man — may  I  not  now  say  that  he  was  what  we  then  did  not  recognize,  in 
his  simplicity,  ^ great  man? 

It  is  a  proof  [says  one  who  knew  him]  of  the  unconsciousness  and  unobstrusive- 
ness  which  chracterized  Doctor  Goode  in  all  his  associations  and  efforts  that,  until 
his  death  came,  few,  if  any,  even  of  his  intimate  friends,  realized  the  degree  to 
which  he  had  become  iiecessarj-  to  tliem.  All  acknoweledged  his  ability,  relied  on 
his  sincerity,  knew  how  loyally  he  served  every  cause  he  undertook.  The  news  of 
his  death  showed  them  for  the  first  time  what  an  element  of  strength  he  was  in  the 
work  and  ambitions  of  each  of  them.  With  a  sudden  shock  tliey  saw  that  their 
futures  would  have  less  of  opportunity,  less  of  enthusiasm  and  meaning,  now  tliat 
he  was  gone. 

He  has  gone  ;  and  on  the  road  where  we  are  all  going,  there  has  not 
preceded  us  a  man  who  lived  more  for  others,  a  truer  man,  a  more  loyal 
friend. 


GOODE  AS  A  HISTORIAN  AND  CITIZKN. 


By  William  Lynk  Wilson, 

Postniaster-General  of  the  United  States. 


It  has  been  most  appropriately  assigned  to  those  who  saw,  and  were 
pri\dleged  to  see,  more  of  Doctor  Goode  than  myself,  in  his  domestic  life 
and  in  daily  official  intercourse,  to  speak  of  his  virtues  and  his  most 
charming  and  lofty  traits  as  a  man;  and  to  speak  of  him  in  his  chosen 
field  of  science  must  be  assigned  to  those  who  do  not,  like  myself,  stand 
outside  of  the  pale  of  scientific  attainment.  The  somewhat  humbler  part 
is  mine  to  speak  of  Doctor  Goode  in  those  relations  in  life  in  which  he 
was  probably  less  known  and  less  thought  of  than  as  a  man  of  science  or 
in  other  fields  of  his  .distinguished  attainment. 

The  German  professor,  of  whom  it  is  related  that  on  his  deathbed  he 
mourned  the  waste  of  his  life  work  in  expending  his  energies  on  the 
entire  Greek  language  instead  of  concentrating  them  on  the  dative  case, 
gives  a  ludicrous  and  extreme  illustration  of  that  necessity  for  division 
of  labor  and  of  specialization  which  all  men  recognize  in  this  age  of 
ours.  In  the  field  of  intellectual,  as  in  that  of  mechanical,  occupation, 
the  **jack-of-all- trades"  is  master  of  none;  and  while  the  rule  for  the 
intellectual  man  and  for  the  great  student  must  always  be  to  endeavor 
to  know  everything  of  something  and  something  of  everything — at  least 
of  everything  coiniected  with  that  something — it  is  becoming  more  and 
more  difficult  in  the  compass  of  human  life  and  human  attainment  to 
live  up  to  that  rule. 

Doctor  Goode  was  honored  in  his  own  country  and  in  other  countries 
as  an  eminent  man  of  science,  and  deservedly  so  honored,  and  his  lasting 
fame  must  rest  upon  his  solid  and  substantial  contributions  to  science 
and  the  advancement  of  human  knowledge,  on  his  eminent  success  as  an 
administrator  of  scientific  organizations,  and  on  that  work  which  all  his 
life  shows  to  have  been  most  congenial  to  him — the  bringing  of  science 
down  to  the  interest  and  instruction  of  the  people. 

He  was  a  richly  endowed  man,  first  with  that  capacity  and  that 
resistless  bent  toward  the  work  in  which  he  attained  his  great  distinction 
that  made  it  a  perennial  delight  to  him;  but  he  was  scarcely  less  richly 
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endowed  in  his  more  unpretending  and  large  human  S5rmpathies,  and  it 
was  this  latter  that  distinguished  him  as  a  citizen  and  a  historian. 

It  has  been  said  time  and  again,  with  more  or  less  truth,  of  the  great 
English  universities,  and  possibly  of  similar  great  schools  in  our  own 
country,  that  they  tend  to  make  a  caste,  and  that  men  who  come  out 
from  them  find  themselves  separated  from  the  great  mass  of  their  fellow- 
citizens,  out  of  sympathy  with  the  thought,  the  action,  and  the  daily  life 
of  the  generation  in  which  they  move.  This  certainly  could  never  be 
said  of  Doctor  Goode.  As  a  citizen  he  was  full  of  patriotic  American 
enthusiasm.  He  understood,  as  all  must  understand  who  look  with 
seriousness  upon  the  great  problems  that  confront  a  free  people  and  who 
measure  the  difficulties  of  those  problems — he  understood  that  at  least 
one  preparation  for  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  American  citizenship 
was  the  general  education  of  the  people,  and  so  he  advocated  as  far  as 
possible  bringing  within  the  reach  of  all  the  people  not  only  the  oppor- 
tunities but  the  attractions  and  the  incitements  to  intellectual  living. 
It  was  one  of  his  favorite  ideas  that  there  should  be  in  every  town, 
and  even  in  the  villages  of  the  country,  at  least  some  sort  of  a  library, 
at  least  some  sort  of  a  reading  room,  at  least  some  sort  of  a  museum, 
to  quicken  and  generate  the  intellectual  life  of  that  community,  and 
possibly  to  stimulate  men  to  the  high  career  which  he  and  others  like 
him  have  been  stimulated  to  from  such  beginnings. 

But  Doctor  Goode  knew  also  that  mere  education — ^literary  or  scien- 
tific— whatever  it  might  do  for  the  individual,  however  much  of  power 
or  distinction  it  might  give  to  him,  and  however  much  of  personal  enjoy- 
ment and  luxury  it  might  bring  to  him,  is  not  the  only  thing  required  to 
make  an  American  citizen,  and  I  am  satisfied  that  the  work  which  he 
did  in  the  field  of  American  history  was  connected,  closely  connected, 
with  this  general  idea.  It  is  not  only  that  we  have  free  institutions  in 
this  country,  it  is  not  only  that  we  have  universal  education,  at  least 
within  the  reach  of  the  people  of  this  country;  we  have  as  our  chief  reli- 
ance for  success  in  the  future,  as  it  has  been  our  chief  safety  in  the  past, 
the  rich  political  heritage  of  hundreds  of  years*  training  in  these  institu- 
tions, and  Doctor  Goode,  with  the  quick  and  warm  sympathies  of  the 
man  and  of  the  historian,  seems  to  have  felt  that  he  could  do  no  greater 
service  to  the  people  of  his  day  and  generation  and  to  his  country  than 
in  the  most  attractive  and  concrete  way  (if  I  may  so  express  it)  to  lead 
the  young  men  of  this  country  to  the  study  of  the  history  of  the  past — 
to  the  deeds  and  the  writings  of  the  great  men  to  whom  we  owe  the 
foundation  and  the  perpetuation  of  our  institutions.  This  was  probably 
somewhat  the  result  of  his  personal  sympathies,  feeling  that  what 
influenced  him  would  influence  others,  and  it  was  a  wise  and  proper 
conclusion. 

The  study  of  the  past,  the  study  of  the  lives  of  those  who  have  been 
eminent  and  useful  men  in  the  past,  is  a  potent  influence  on  high,  intel 
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ligent,  patriotic  effort  in  the  present.  The  noblesse  oblige  of  a  patriotic 
and  substantial  ancestry,  not  only  for  the  individual  but  for  the  country 
itself,  is  a  power  whose  influence  we  can  scarcely  exaggerate.  I  have 
thought,  as  I  have  visited  the  great  universities  of  England  and  seen  in 
their  common  halls,  where  once  a  day  the  students  meet  to  partake  of 
one  meal  at  least  in  common,  as  upon  their  walls  I  have  seen  in  living 
canvas  the  portraits  of  the  great  men  of  their  special  colleges — of  Isaac 
Barron,  Thomas  Babington  Macaulay,  and  all  the  English  bishops  at 
Trinity — and  each  exhibiting  groups  of  those  who  have  risen  to  useful- 
ness and  done  great  deeds  in  literature,  in  science,  in  public  life,  in  war, 
or  in  any  of  the  elements  and  fields  of  English  greatness,  that  there  was 
a  mute  appeal  to  every  Englishman  from  those  walls  to  be  worthy  of  his 
country  and  of  his  college. 

It  must  have  been  something  of  this  idea  that  induced  the  old  Roman 
to  place  in  the  entrance  to  his  house  the  effigies  of  every  member  of  his 
family  who  had  borne  a  high  office  in  the  state.  As  his  son  came  in  and 
out  of  that  house,  he  passed  between  effigies,  as  lifelike  as  Roman  art 
could  make  them,  of  every  member  of  that  family  who  had  held  a  high 
office,  or  magistracy,  in  the  Roman  commonwealth.  He  was  stimulated 
to  patriotism  by  the  examples  of  his  fathers — of  those  who  had  led 
armies,  of  those  who  had  extended  the  limits  of  the  empire,  of  those 
who  had  triumphed  on  returning  from  foreign  fields  of  conquest  and  vic- 
tory, of  those  whose  names  were  revered  in  the  annals  of  his  cotmtry — 
and  so  it  must  have  been,  consciously  or  unconsciously,  some  feeling  of 
this  kind  that  seems  almost  from  Doctor  Goode*s  youth  to  have  led  him 
into  the  field  of  genealogical  inquiry  and  study,  led  him  into  the  field  of 
historic  study,  grouping  his  studies,  as  he  seems  to  have  done,  around 
great  and  inspiring  characters. 

Perhaps  no  family  in  this  country  has  had  so  perfect  a  book,  so  com- 
plete a  study  of  all  of  its  branches,  as  Doctor  Goode  gave  to  the  family 
whose  name  he  bore  in  that  book  entitled  Virginia  Cousins,  and  it  is 
especially  gratifying  to  me  to  know  that  Virginia  history,  so  much 
neglected,  was  perhaps  the  favorite  field  of  Doctor  Goode's  study  and 
investigation.  He  was  a  student  of  the  writings  of  Washington,  and 
gathered  all  the  material  he  could  find  about  that  great  Virginian.  He 
was  a  student  of  the  writings  of  Jefferson;  he  was  a  student  of  the  lives 
of  other  distinguished  men  of  that  old  Commonwealth,  and  I  am  told 
that  he  had  in  contemplation  the  publication  of  a  book  to  be  called 
Virginia  Worthies,  in  which  doubtless  he  would  have  tried  to  give 
the  proper  standing  to  that  minor  and  second  class  of  Virginia's  great 
men  of  whom  the  country  at  large  knows  so  much  less  to-day  than  it 
ought  to  know. 

Not  only,  however,  in  the  study  of  the  men  and  the  history  of  the 
Commonwealth  from  which  in  one  line  of  his  ancestry  he  was  sprung 
was  Doctor  Goode  a  student.     He  was  a  student  of  American  history  at 


1 6  Memorial  of  George  Broitm  Goode, 

large.  He  was  one  of  the  Council  of  the  American  Historical  Associa- 
tion, and  it  was  particularly  through  his  efforts  that  the  connection 
between  that  association  and  the  Smithsonian  Institution  was  brought 
about.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  here  but  a  few  months  ago  of  the 
Southern  History  Association,  and  took  great  interest  in  the  work  that 
is  projected  by  it.  He  was  connected  with  the  great  organizations,  the 
Sons  of  the  American  Revolution  and  the  Sons  of  the  Revolution,  presi- 
dent of  the  first  and  vice-president  of  the  other,  and  not  as  a  mere  office- 
holder, not  as  a  mere  member,  but  as  a  zealous,  enthusiastic,  intelligent 
worker. 

But  Doctor  Goode  was  not  only  a  historian  in  this  respect  and  in 
this  peculiar  way.  He  was  also  a  historian  of  science,  and  he  .seems  here 
likewise  to  have  followed  the  same  general  idea  of  grouping  scientific 
history — the  history  of  scientific  progress — ^around  the  particular  men 
and  individuals  connected  with  that  progress. 

I  am  assured  by  those  who  are  more  capable  of  speaking  authoritatively 
on  such  a  subject  than  I  am,  that  in  certain  paj^ers  of  his,  partly  pub- 
lished, and  partly  as  yet  unpublished,  he  has  given  us  the  most  interest- 
ing and  instructive  history  yet  produced  of  the  progress  of  science  in  the 
United  States ;  so  that  it  is  not  attributing  to  Doctor  Goode  a  novel  and 
undeserved  character  to  speak  of  him  to-night  as  a  historian.  Had  his 
life  been  spared,  in  his  peculiar  way,  in  his  own  personal  and  attractive 
matmer,  he  would  doubtless  have  made  most  substantial  contributions  to 
the  study  of  American  history,  and  I  can  not  doubt,  as  I  have  already 
said,  that  in  doing  this  he  was  impelled  by  the  patriotic  idea  that  he  was 
helping  to  build  up  a  strong  American  intelUgeut  citizenship  in  the 
country  he  loved  so  well. 


V 


GOODE  AS  A  NATURALIST. 


By  Henry  Fairfield  Osborn, 

DaCosta  Professor  of  Zoology^  Columbia  University, 


The  designation  *  *  naturalist '  *  was  one  which  Goode  richly  earned  and 
which  he  held  most  dear,  and  our  deep  sorrow  is  that  his  activity  as  a 
naturalist  extended  only  over  a  quarter  of  a  century.  We  are  cheered 
by  the  thought  that  he  was  a  man  of  whom  no  adverse  word  can  ever  be 
spoken  either  in  science  or  in  character.  We  think  of  both  at  this  time, 
because  in  him  the  man  and  the  profession  were  inseparable  and  con- 
stantly interacting.  His  scientific  virtues  were  of  the  order  rare  as  the 
Christian  virtues,  and  we  can  not  thoroughly  understand  his  scientific 
career  unless  we  understand  him  as  a  man.  Errors  of  judgment,  mis- 
leading tenets,  and  adherence  to  false  hypotheses  among  some  of  the 
most  gifted  of  our  professional  ancestors  have  arisen  as  often  from  defect 
of  principle  and  from  personal  prejudices  as  from  defect  of  knowledge. 
We  see  in  our  friend,  on  the  other  hand,  that  the  high  standard  of  scien- 
tific achievement  was  constantly  parallel  with  and  very  largely  the  out- 
growth of  a  high  standard  of  personal  character  and  motive.  ^ 

In  brief,  the  work  of  the  true  naturalist  is  ever  lighted  by  the  four 
lamps,  of  love,  of  truth,  of  breadth,  and  of  appreciation,  and  all  of  these 
shone  brightly  upon  the  path  of  Goode.  His  love  of  nature  was  inborn, 
predetermining  his  career,  and  so  far  surpassing  his  self-interest  we  fear 
it  is  only  too  true  that  he  sacrificed  his  life  for  the  diffusion  of  natural 
truth.  So  far  as  I  know,  he  never  entered  a  scientific  controversy  and 
was  never  under  temptation  to  warp  or  deflect  facts  to  support  an 
hypothesis;  yet  he  was  incapable  of  tampering  with  truth  under  any 
circumstances  which  might  have  arisen.  His  presidential  address  of  1887 
before  the  Biological  Society  of  Washington  showed  him  as  scrupulous  not 
to  overestimate  as  he  was  eager  not  to  underestimate  the  existing  status 
of  American  science.  While  largely  cultivated  by  wide  experience  in 
contact  with  nature  and  men,  his  breadth  of  view  was  certainly  innate. 
If  Goode  had  a  fault,  it  was  that  his  interests  were  too  numerous  and  his 
jQonpathies  too  broad.  He  displayed  not  only  a  warm  appreciation  of 
those  around  him  and  an  enthusiasm  for  contemporary  research,  but  an 
exceptional  sense  of  the  close  bonds  between  the  present  and  the  past — 
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seen  in  his  admiration  for  the  pioneers  of  American  science  and  his 
.'peated  vindication  of  their  services.  This  passion  for  history  led  to  an 
nportant  phase  of  his  literary  work.  His  fine  addresses,  The  Begin- 
lings  of  Natural  History  in  America  (1886),  The  Beginnings  of  Amer- 
ican Science  (1887),  The  Literary  Labors  of  Benjamin  Franklin  (1890), 
The  Origin  of  the  National  Scientific  and  Educational  Institutions 
of  the  United  States  (1890),  and  An  Account  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution  (1895),  sprang  from  the  same  instinct  which  prompted 
him  to  compile  the  valuable  bibliographies  of  Baird,  of  Girard,  of  Lea, 
and  of  Sclater,  and  to  undertake  the  remarkable  genealogy  of  his  own 
family  entitled  Virginia  Cousins.  The  time  between  1887  and  1895 
which  he  devoted  to  these  subjects  caused  some  of  his  fellow-naturalists 
anxiety;  yet  I  fancy  this  work  was  largely  sought  by  him  for  diversion 
and  rest,  just  as  Michael  Foster  tells  us  that  philosophy  and  controversy 
served  as  recreation  to  Huxley,  at  a  time  when  overwork  had  given  him  a 
passing  distaste  for  morphology. 

His  trend  of  life  guided  by  these  four  beacon  lights  was  swayed  by 
tw<^  countercurrents — first,  his  strong  impulses  as  an  original  investiga- 
tor, and,  second,  his  convictions  as  to  the  duty  of  spreading  the  knowl- 
edge of  nature.  These  currents  moved  him  alternately.  The  most 
superficial  view  of  his  career  shows  that  his  whole  environment  fostered 
his  public  spirit  and  made  difficult  and  at  times  impossible  the  retirement 
so  essential  to  studies  in  nature. 

Goode* s  practical  and  public  achievements  for  natural  history  there- 
fore do  him  even  more  honor  than  his  writings,  because  from  June,  1870, 
when  he  graduated  from  Wesleyan  University,  to  September,  1896, 
administrative  service  l^ecame  paramount,  and  he  was  free  to  devote  only 
the  odd  intervals  of  his  time  to  research.  Our  great  gain  in  the  national 
institutions  he  has  advanced  is  our  corresponding  loss  in  ichthyology  and 
the  kindred  branches  of  zoology. 

Goode 's  successful  work  in  the  natural  history  courses  at  Wesleyan 
led  at  graduation  to  a  place  in  the  college  museum,  where  in  1870  he  a* 
once  showed  his  great  talent  for  systematic  arrangement.     In  furth' 
preparation  for  zoolog>%  he  went  to  Harvard,  and  for  a  few  months  car 
under  the  genial  influence  of  Louis  Agassiz.     But  the  turning  point 
his  life  came  in   1872,  when,  working  as  a  volunteer  upon  the  Unit 
States  Fish  Commission,  at  Eastport,  he  met  Spencer  F.  Baird.     T 
kind  of  simple  but  irresistible  force  which  Abraham  Lincohi  exer 
among  statesmen  Baird  seems  to  have  exerted  among  naturalists, 
at  once  noted  young  Goode's  fine  qualities,  adopted  him,  and  raj 
came  to  be  the  master  spirit  in  his  scientific  life.     Goode  delighte 
work  with  a  man  so  full  of  all  that  constitutes  true  greatness.     He 
quently  spoke  of  Baird  as  his  master,  and  intimate  friends  say  th' 
never  showed  quite  the  same  buoyant  spirit  after  Baird's  death — * 
the  loss  so  keenly.     Baird  took  Goode  to  Washington  in  the  wii 
'^''a  and  practically  determined  his  career,  for  he  promoted  him  ' 
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through  every  grade  of  the  Fish  Commission  and  Museum  service.  It 
is  hard  to  realize  now  the  intensely  rapid  and  eager  development  of  our 
national  scientific  institutions  in  those  years. 

No  doubt  Baird's  mantle  fell  fittingly  upon  Goode's  shoulders,  and  he 
had  all  but  the  magnificent  physique  of  his  master  to  qualify  him  for 
this  heavy  burden.  His  talents  and  methods  were  of  a  different  order. 
Both  men  enjoyed  universal  admiration,  respect,  and  even  love,  but 
Baird  drove  men  before  him  with  quiet  force  while  Goode  drew  men 
after  him.  Lacking  the  self-confidence  of  Baird,  Goode  was  rather  per- 
suasive than  insistent.  His  success  of  administration  also  came  partly 
from  an  instinctive  knowledge  of  human  nature  and  his  large  faculty  of 
putting  himself  in  other  men's  shoes.  He  sought  out  the  often  latent 
best  qualities  of  the  men  around  him  and  developed  them.  When  things 
were  out  of  joint  and  did  not  move  his  way,  he  waited  with  infinite 
patience  for  the  slow  operation  of  time  and  common  sense  to  set  them 
right.  He  was  singularly  considerate  of  opinion.  Not  "  I  think,"  but 
** Don't  you  think,"  was  his  way  of  entering  a  discussion.  I  am 
reminded  of  the  gentleness  of  my  teacher,  Francis  Balfour,  when  one 
of  his  students  carelessly  destroyed  a  rare  and  valuable  preparation,  as  I 
learn  from  one  of  Goode' s  associates  that  under  similar  provocation, 
without  a  word  of  reproof,  he  stooped  over  to  repair  the  damage  himself. 
He  was  fertile  of  original  ideas  and  suggestions,  full  of  invention  and  of 
new  expedients,  studying  the  best  models  at  home  and  abroad,  but  never 
bound  by  any  traditions  of  system  or  of  classification.  He  showed  these 
qualities  in  a  marked  degree  in  the  remarkable  fisheries  exhibit  which 
he  conceived  and  executed  for  Berlin  in  1879,  and  continued  to  show 
them  in  his  rapid  development  of  the  scope  as  well  as  of  the  detail  of  a 
great  museum.  To  all  his  work  also  he  brought  a  refined  artistic  taste, 
shown  in  his  methods  of  printing  and  labeling,  as  well  as  in  his  encour- 
agement of  the  artistic,  and,  therefore,  the  truthful  and  realistic  develop- 
ment of  taxidermy  in  the  arrangement  of  natural  groups  of  animals.  To 
crown  all,  like  Baird,  he  entered  into  the  largCvSt  conception  of  the  wide- 
reaching  responsibilities  of  his  office  under  the  Goveniment,  fully  realiz- 
ing that  he  was  not  at  the  head  of  a  university  or  of  a  metropolitan 
museum,  but  of  the  Museum  of  a  great  nation.  Every  reasonable  request 
from  another  institution  met  a  prompt  response.  I  well  recall  Goode's 
last  visit  to  the  American  Museum  in  New  York,  and  his  hearty  approval 
of  the  work  there,  especially  his  remark,  "I  am  glad  to  see  these  things 
being  done  so  well  in  this  country."  Not  the  advancement  of  Washing- 
ton science  but  of  American  science  was  his  dominating  idea. 

In  fact,  every  act  and  every  word  of  Goode's  breathed  the  scientific 
creed  which  he  published  in  1888: 

The  greatest  danger  to  science  is,  perhaps,  the  fact  that  aU  who  have  studied  at  all 
within  the  last  quarter  of  a  century  have  studied  its  rudiments  and  feel  competent 
to  employ  its  methods  and  its  language  and  to  form  judgments  on  the  merits  of  cur- 
rent work.     ...     In  the  meantime  the  professional  men  of  science,  the  scholars, 
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and  the  investigators  seem  to  me  to  be  strangely  indifferent  to  the  questions  as  to 
how  the  public  at  large  is  to  be  made  familiar  with  the  results  of  their  labors.  .  .  . 
It  may  be  that  the  use  of  the  word  naturalist  is  to  become  an  anachronism,  and  that 
we  are  all  destined  to  become  generically  biologists  and  specifically  morphologists, 
histologists,  embryologists,  physiologists.     .     .     . 

I  can  but  believe,  however,  that  it  is  the  duty  of  every  scientific  scholar,  however 
minute  his  specialty,  to  resist  in  himself,  and  in  the  professional  circles  which  sur- 
round him,  the  tendency  toward  narrowing  technicality  in  thought  and  sympathy, 
and  above  all  in  the  education  of  nonprofessional  students.     .     .     . 

I  can  not  resist  the  feeling  that  American  men  of  science  are  in  a  large  degree 
responsible  if  their  fellow-citizens  are  not  fully  awake  to  the  claims  of  scientific 
endeavor  in  their  midst.     .     .     . 

I  am  not  in  sympathy  with  those  who  feel  that  their  dignity  is  lowered  when  their 
investigations  lead  toward  improvement  in  the  physical  condition  of  mankind,  but 
I  feel  that  the  highest  function  of  science  is  to  minister  to  their  mental  and  moral 
welfare.  Here  in  the  United  States,  more  than  in  any  other  country,  it  is  necessary 
that  sound,  accurate  knowledge  and  a  scientific  manner  of  thought  should  exist 
among  the  people,  and  the  man  of  science  is  becoming,  more  than  ever,  the  natural 
custodian  of  the  treasured  knowledge  of  the  world.  To  him,  above  all  others,  falls 
the  duty  of  organizing  and  maintaining  the  institutions  for  the  diffusion  of  knowl- 
edge, many  of  which  have  been  spoken  of  in  these  addresses — the  schools,  the 
museums,  the  expositions,  the  societies,  the  periodicals.  To  him,  more  than  to  any 
other  American,  should  be  made  familiar  the  words  of  President  Washington  in  his 
farewell  address  to  the  American  p)eople: 

"Promote,  then, as  an  object  of  primary  importance,  institutions  for  the  general 
diffusion  of  knowledge.  In  proportion  as  the  structure  of  a  government  gives  force 
to  public  opinions  it  should  be  enlightened." 

As  a  naturalist  Goode  did  not  close  any  of  the  windows  opening  out 
into  nature.  His  breadth  of  spirit  in  public  affairs  displayed  itself  equally 
in  his  methods  of  field  and  sea  work  and  in  the  variety  of  his  observa- 
tions and  writings.  While  fishes  became  his  chief  interest,  he  knew  all 
the  Eastern  species  of  birds  after  identifying  and  arranging  the  collection 
in  his  college  museum.  He  loved  plants,  and  in  the  latter  years  of  his 
life  took  great  pleasure  in  the  culture  of  the  old-fashioned  garden  around 
his  house.  He  was  not  wedded  to  his  desk,  to  dry  lx)nes,  nor  to  alcoholic 
jars.  His  sea  studies  and  travels  ranged  as  early  as  1872  from  the  Ber- 
mudas to  Eastport  on  the  Bay  of  Fundy;  to  Casco  Bay  in  1873,  to  Noank, 
on  Long  Island  Sound,  in  1874.  Here  he  conceived  a  great  Index 
Bibliography  of  American  Ichthyology,  a  work  which  he  did  not  live 
to  complete,  and  here  he  met  his  future  colleague,  Bean,  who  descril^es 
him  as  "  a  young  man  with  plump  cheeks  and  a  small  moustache." 
Dunng  the  following  two  years  his  assistant  curatorship  at  the  National 
Museum  confined  him,  but  in  1877  he  was  studying  the  fisheries  off 
Halifax,  and  in  1879  at  Provincetown.  The  work  of  the  fishery  census 
was  starting  up  in  earnest,  and  Goode  was  busy  planning  and  getting 
together  his  men.  Special  agents  w^ere  sent  out,  to  every  part  of  tlie 
coast  and  to  the  Great  Lakes,  to  gather  information.  Goode  worked  at  it 
himself  on  Cape  Cod,  and  manifested  the  vSame  enthusiasm  as  in  every 
other  piece  of  work  he  took  up.     He  interested  himself  in  getting  together 
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a  collection  representing  the  methods  of  the  fisheries  and  the  habits  of 
the  fishermen.  Neglecting  neither  the  most  trivial  nor  important  objects, 
branching  out  into  every  collateral  matter,  he  showed  his  grasp  both  of 
principles  and  of  details. 

His  Hterary  bent  and  facility  of  written  expression  showed  itself  before 
his  graduation  at  Wesleyan  in  the  College  Argus,  which  contains  seven 
brief  papers,  including  his  first  scientific  article,  prophetically  entitled 
Our  Museum.  He  contributed  to  the  American  NaturaHst  in  187 1  a 
note  upon  The  Billfish  in  Fresh  Water,  and  in  1872  A  Sea  Bird  Inland. 
He  published  and  presented  before  the  American  Association  in  1873  his 
first  paper  of  importance,  entitled  Do  Snakes  Swallow  Their  Young? 
These  studies  of  real  merit  foreshadow  two  marked  features  of  his  later 
work — first,  his  recognition  of  the  importance  of  distribution,  which  cul- 
minated in  the  preparation  of  his  unfinished  memoir  upon  the  Geographi- 
cal Distribution  of  Deep  Sea  Fishes;  second,  his  close  observance  of  the 
habits  of  animals,  which  was  of  marked  usefulness  in  his  subsequent  Fish 
Commission  service  and  treatises  upon  fish-culture.  His  Catalogue  of 
the  Fishes  of  the  Bermudas,  from  his  visit  in  1872,  indicates  how  early  in 
life  he  had  thought  out  a  thoroughly  philosophical  method  of  studying  a 
local  fauna:  "In  working  up  my  notes,'*  he  says,  **I  have  endeavored 
to  supplement  previous  descriptions  by  ( i )  descriptions  of  the  colors  of 
the  fishes  while  living,  (2)  notes  on  size  and  proportions,  (3)  observa- 
tions on  habits,  (4)  hints  in  reference  to  the  origin  and  meaning  of  their 
popular  names,  (5 )  notes  upon  modes  of  capture  and  economic  value.'* 
He  increased  the  number  of  recorded  species  from  seven  to  seventy-five, 
and  gave  a  careful  analysis  of  their  probable  geographical  derivation. 

Many  of  his  briefer  papers  deal  directly  with  the  biological  problems 
which  attracted  his  interest,  especially  among  reptiles  and  fishes,  touch- 
ing such  questions  as  migration,  coloring,  albinism,  mimicry,  parasitism, 
feeding  and  breeding  habits,  and  the  relation  of  forest  protection  to  the 
protection  of  fishes. 

It  is  difficult  to  classify  the  papers,  long  and  short,  which  we  find  rap- 
idly succeeding  each  other  in  the  valuable  bibliography  prepared  by  Doctor 
Adler  and  Mr.  Geare.  Of  his  193  independent  papers,  21  are  biological, 
9  treat  of  reptiles  and  amphibians,  38  are  devoted  to  the  structure,  life 
habits,  and  distribution  of  the  fishes,  in  addition  to  15  purely  systematic 
contributions  upon  the  fishes.  Among  the  former  are  his  large  memoirs 
upon  the  Menhaden,  his  shorter  treatises  upon  the  Trunk  Fishes,  the 
Pampanos,  the  Sword  Fishes,  and  the  Eel.  The  work  of  the  Fish  Com- 
mission is  described,  and  published  at  home  and  abroad,  in  30  reports  and 
popular  papers.  The  special  branch  of  Fisheries  Exhibits  is  treated  in 
8  papers,  and  of  fish-culture  in  12  papers.  Besides  his  14  reports  as 
Director  of  the  National  Museum  he  published,  between  1881  and  1896, 
13  papers  developing  the  theory  and  practice  of  museum  administra- 
tion, leading  up  to  his  very  notable  articles,  Museums  of  the  Future, 
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Museum  History  and  Museums  of  History  in  1889,  and  his  invalu- 
able memoir  upon  Museum  Administration  in  1895.  His  labors  and 
writings  placed  him  in  the  lead  of  museum  experts  in  this  country  and 
upon  the  level  of  the  distinguished  leader  of  museum  development  in 
England,  Sir  William  Flower.  The  closing  sentence  of  his  address  before 
the  English  Museums  Association  must  be  quoted.  **The  degree  of  civ- 
ilization to  which  any  nation,  city,  or  province  has  attained  is  best  shown 
by  the  character  of  its  public  museums  and  the  liberaUty  with  which  they 
are  maintained. ' ' 

His  popular  works  include  the  Game  Fishes  of  the  United  States,  pub- 
lished in  1879,  a  book  written  in  charming  literary  style,  besides  innu- 
merable short  articles  in  the  Chautauquan,  Forest  and  Stream,  and 
Science.  In  1888  appeared  his  American  Fishes:  A  Popular  Treatise 
upon  the  Game  and  Food  Fishes  of  North  America,  with  special  refer- 
ence to  habits  and  methods  of  capture.  These  writings  give  us  a  further 
insight  not  only  into  the  two  sides  of  Goode' s  scientific  nature,  the  theo- 
retical and  the  practical,  but  into  his  artistic  and  poetical  sentiment  and 
into  the  wide  extent  of  his  reading.  Besides  the  long  list  enumerated 
above,  he  published  51  joint  ichthyological  papers  with  G.  Brown,  W.  O. 
Atwater,  R.  E.  Earll,  A.  Howard  Clark,  Joseph  W.  Collins,  Newton  P. 
Scudder,  but  his  main  collaborateur  was  Tarleton  H.  Bean.  Under  their 
names  appear  35  papers,  but,  chief  of  all,  the  Oceanic  Ichthyology,  a 
Treatise  on  the  Deep  Sea  and  Pelagic  Fishes  of  the  World,  based  chiefly 
upon  the  collections  made  by  steamers  Blake ^  Albatross^  and  Fish  Hawk 
in  the  NorthwevStern  Atlantic. 

In  1877  Goode  saw  his  first  deep-sea  fish  drawn  fresh  from  the  bottom, 
and  experienced  a  sensation  which  he  thus  describes  in  the  preface  of  his 
monograph: 

The  studies  which  have  led  to  the  writing  of  this  book  were  begun  in  the  summer 
of  1877,  when  the  first  deep-sea  fishes  were  caught  by  American  nets  on  the  coast  of 
North  America.  This  took  place  in  the  Gulf  of  Maine,  44  miles  east  of  Cape  Ann, 
on  the  19th  of  August,  when  from  the  side  of  the  United  States  Fish  Commission 
steamer  Specdivell  the  trawl  net  was  cast  in  160  fathoms  of  water.  The  writers  were 
both  standing  by  the  mouth  of  the  net  when,  as  the  seamen  lifted  the  end  of  the  bag, 
two  strange  forms  fell  out  on  the  deck.  A  single  glance  was  enough  to  tell  us  that 
they  were  new  to  our  fauna,  and  probably  unknown  to  science.  They  seemed  like 
visitors  from  another  world,  and  none  of  the  strange  forms  which  have  since  passed 
through  our  laboratory  have  brought  half  as  much  interest  and  enthusiasm. 
Macrurus  bairdii  and  Lycodcs  vcrrillii  were  simply  new  species  of  well-known 
deep-dwelling  genera,  and  have  since  been  found  to  be  very  abundant  on  the  conti- 
nental slope,  but  they  were  among  the  first  fruits  of  that  great  harvest  in  the  field 
of  oceanic  ichthyology  which  we  have  had  the  pleasure  to  garner  in  the  fifteen  years 
which  have  passed  since  that  happy  and  eventful  morning.  It  seems  incredible  tliat 
American  naturalists  should  not  then  have  known  that  a  few  miles  away  there  was  a 
fauna  as  unlike  that  of  our  coast  as  could  be  found  in  the  Indian  Ocean  or  the  seas 
of  China.   .   .   . 

In  one  of  the  latest  of  his  45  contributions  to  the  Bulletins  of  the 
United  States  National  Museum  is  the  description  of  the  discovery  of  the 
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new  deep-sea  Chimaeroid,  for  which,  true  to  his  appreciation  of  the  past, 
he  proposed  the  name  Harriotta,  in  memory  of  Thomas  Harriott,  the 
earliest  Enghsh  naturaUst  in  America. 

The  quaint,  old-fashioned  style  of  some  of  Goode's  essays  gives  us  an 
insight  into  his  historic  sense  and  his  reversion  to  the  ideas  and  principles 
of  his  Virginia  ancestors.  Seldom  have  we  known  the  loyal  conservative 
spirit,  of  reverence  for  old  institutions,  fealty  to  independence  of  socie- 
ties, combined  with  such  a  grandly  progressive  spirit  in  the  cooperation 
of  the  Government  with  the  state,  and  of  one  country  with  another  in 
the  promotion  of  science. 

Again,  what  impresses  us  most  is  Goode  as  the  apostle  of  scientific 
knowledge.  A  conviction  of  his  mission  in  life  breathes  forth  from  his 
earliest  papers  in  the  College  Argus  to  his  final  appeal  in  Science  for  the 
**  Admission  of  American  students  to  the  French  universities.'* 

One  of  his  intimate  friends  writes: 

Sometimes  we  talked  of  more  far-reaching  matters,  and  in  such  discussions  I  often 
took  a  position  I  had  no  faith  in,  hoping  to  draw  him  out.  I  remember  once  we  feU 
to  talking  of  the  province  of  science,  and  for  the  sake  of  argument  I  took  the  position 
that  most  scientific  work  was  merely  a  form  of  intellectual  amusement,  and  benefited 
no  one.  He  became  quite  earnest  in  his  protest  against  that  view,  and  asserted  his 
belief  that  the  majority  of  scientific  men  were  working  toward  the  improvement  of 
things  and  that  it  was  the  destiny  of  science  to  be  the  salvation  of  the  world.  At 
another  time  he  unfolded  the  idea  that  man  through  science  was  approaching  step 
by  step  nearer  the  Infinite  Ruler  of  the  Universe,  and  that  it  was  only  through  tliese 
activities  that  he  could  hope  to  reach  his  proper  destiny;  that  every  amelioration  of 
life,  every  improvement  in  manners,  every  change  in  theological  tenets  was  a  token 
of  man's  unfolding  through  the  working  of  intellectual  forces. 

Our  lasting  regret  must  be  that  Goode's  life  terminated  just  as  he  had 
richly  earned  the  right  to  retire  from  the  scientific  service  of  his  country — 
from  your  service  and  mine,  my  friends — to  devote  himself  more  exclu- 
sively to  his  own  researches. 

As  early  as  1880,  during  the  Herculean  task  of  entering  the  new 
National  Museum  building,  Goode  remarked  to  one  of  his  friends,  **  We 
have  had  pretty  hard  scrambling — I  think  we  will  take  a  rest  presently ' ' — 
but,  alas!  the  rest  days  never  came.  One  duty  after  another  fell  heavily 
upon  his  too-willing  shoulders.  All  must  have  observed  in  later  years  a 
certain  quiet  melancholy  which  marked  his  overwork,  and  conscious 
inability  to  cope  with  all  that  his  ambitious  and  resourceful  spirit 
prompted.  None  the  less  he  showed  a  continuous  and  rapid  intellectual 
development  during  the  last  ten  years  of  his  life,  and  it  was  evndent  that 
his  powers  were  constantly  expanding,  and  that  his  brightest  and  most 
productive  days  were  to  come  in  his  projected  independent  and  joint 
researches.  As  before  noted,  his  Geographical  Distribution  of  Deep  Sea 
Fishes  was  nearly  completed,  the  charts  having  been  exhibited  before 
the  Biological  Society,  and  a  mass  of  voluminous  notes  and  valuable 
observations  are  ready  to  show  that  the  distribution  of  deep-sea  fishes  is 
far  from  being  so  general  as  has  been  supposed,  and  that  there  are  certain 
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well-defined  thalassic  faunal  regions.  Another  projected  work  for  which 
extensive  materials  were  collected  was  upon  the  Fishes  of  America,  in 
which  Doctor  Theodore  Gill  was  to  have  cooperated. 

Goode  was  always  encouraged  by  his  supreme  faith  in  the  reward  of 
honest  intellectual  labor,  and  it  is  pleasant  to  recall  now  that  he  took  the 
keenest  satisfaction  in  the  completion  and  publication  of  the  Oceanic 
Ichthyology,  which  revived  in  him  all  his  old  natural-history  spirit.  He 
regarded  it  as  his  chief  life  work,  and  once  observed  to  his  fellow-writer, 
Tarleton  Bean,  * '  It  will  be  our  monument,  *  *  little  foreseeing  that  so  soon 
after  its  pubUcation  he  would  be  gone  and  that  his  friends  and  admirers 
all  over  the  world  would  share  this  very  thought  in  receiving  the  fine 
monograph  a  few  weeks  after  his  sudden  and  unexpected  death. 

Our  friend  has  gone  to  his  fathers.  As  a  pubhc-spirited  naturalist  he 
leaves  us  the  tender  memory  and  the  noble  example,  which  helps  us 
and  will  help  many  coming  men  into  the  higher  conception  of  duty  in 
the  service  and  promotion  of  the  truth.  We  can  not  forget  his  smile  nor 
his  arm  passing  through  the  arm  of  his  friend.  Thinking  little  of  him- 
self and  highly  of  others,  faithful  to  his  duties  and  loyal  to  his  friends, 
full  of  good  cheer  and  hopefulness — it  is  hard  for  us  to  close  up  the  ranks 
and  march  on  without  him. 


GOODE'S  ACTIVITIliS  IN  RELATION  TO  AMERICAN  SCIENCE. 


By  Wii^LiAM  Hkaley  Dall, 
Paleontologist,  United  States  Geological  Survey, 


Most  persons  unacquainted  with  the  interior  working  of  our  executive 
bureaus  have  an  impression  that  they  are  the  creation  of  law,  in  the  sense 
in  which  the  term  "creation "  was  formerly  used  to  describe  the  coming 
into  being  of  some  part  of  the  material  universe.  Perhaps  this  impres- 
sion is  seldom  definitely  formulated,  but,  nevertheless,  it  is  common  to 
hear  arguments  from  intelligent  people,  bent  on  ameliorating  govern- 
ment, which  tacitly  assume  that  an  act  of  Congress  by  some  inherent 
mag^c  will  accomplish  that  which  they  desire.  It  is  a  truism  that  whole 
schemes  of  social  reorganization  are  built  on  no  better  foundation,  and 
thousands  of  earnest  reformers  work,  suffer,  and  even  die  for  theories 
erected  on  this  hypothesis. 

Whatever  of  truth  there  may  be  in  the  application  of  this  idea  to  the 
purely  business  offices  of  the  Government,  where  finance,  commerce, 
invention,  or  transportation  are  provided  for,  nothing  could  be  more  mis- 
taken tlian  its  application  to  the  scientific  bureaus.  For  each  and  every 
one  of  them  the  world  is  indebted  to  vSome  individual.  In  the  majority 
of  cases  the  man  came  with  his  purpose  before  the  law  was  thought  of, 
and  his  devotion  to  his  self-imposed  mission,  his  persistence,  and  his 
energy  were  the  inciting  causes  of  some  lines  in  an  appropriation  bill, 
with  all  its  potentialities,  the  seed  of  the  present  organization.  Some- 
times the  sower,  given  the  opportunity  to  dig  and  water,  was  spared  to 
reap  the  first  fruits  of  the  harv-est.  On  other  occasions  worthy  suc- 
cessors arose,  bore  the  burden  and  heat  of  the  day,  and  carried  out  the 
plans  to  final  triumph.  Thus,  to  Hassler  and  Bache  we  owe  the  Coast 
Survey,  which  has  spread  the  fame  of  American  achievements  in  geodetic 
science  through  every  civilized  connnunity;  to  Hayden,  King,  and 
Powell  are  due  the  organization  and  success  of  the  Geological  Sur\^ey  of 
the  United  States ;  to  the  initiative  of  Smithson  and  guiding  hand  of 
Henry  we  owe  the  Smithsonian  Institution ;  the  Fish  Commission  was 
the  embodied  work  of  Baird  ;  and  to  Baird  and  Goode's  untiring  labors 
we  are  indebted  for  the  National  Museum.  There  remain  very  few  per- 
sons with  intimate  personal  knowledge  of  the  unwritten  history  of  the 
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gradual  development  of  the  Museum.  To  Professor  Henry  American 
science  owes  a  debt  which  is  but  seldom  realized  and  can  hardly  be  exag- 
gerated. It  is  difficult  for  anyone,  even  with  the  printed  records  before 
him,  to  form  an  adequate  idea  of  the  conditions  under  which  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution  grew  to  its  present  stature,  nor  what  unceasing  vigi- 
lance was  required  of  its  head  to  avoid  the  pitfalls  which  everywhere 
beset  its  path  in  adolescence.  Opinions,  emphatic  and  divergent,  were 
abundant,  in  and  out  of  Congress,  as  to  the  policy  and  methods  deemed 
desirable  for  the  Institution.  Men  would  have  used  the  fund  for  a  great 
library,  museum  of  art,  or  university.  The  original  act  by  which  it  was 
constituted  was  a  compromise,  leaving  a  door  open  for  the  advocates  of 
either  opinion  to  modify  the  policy  of  the  Institution  should  the  time 
come  when  any  particular  view  could  command  a  majority  in  the  gov- 
erning board.  Professor  Henry  was  determined  that  the  *  *  increase  and 
diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men '  *  in  the  highest  and  broadest  sense 
of  the  words  should  be  the  object  to  be  attained,  and  that  nothing  local 
or  special  should  absorb  the  funds  or  the  energies  of  the  Institution. 
Such  things  as  could  and  would  be  done  by  other  agencies  were  not  to 
be  attempted  by  the  Smithsonian,  but  rather  the  things  worth  doing, 
which,  except  for  the  aid  given  by  the  Institution,  could  not  get  done  at 
all.  Those  branches  of  activity  prescribed  by  the  act  creating  the  Insti- 
tution, but  which  tended  to  outgrow  a  strict  subordination  and  absorb 
undue  proportions  of  the  income,  were  rigorously  pruned  and  stenily 
repressed.  It  seems  strange  to  recall  a  time  when  free  speech  did  not 
exist  in  the  capital  of  the  nation,  yet  it  is  within  my  memory  when  so 
great  was  the  irritability  of  the  proslavery  element  in  Washington  that 
Professor  Henry,  with  an  eye  single  to  the  welfare  of  his  beloved  Insti- 
tution, felt  it  necessary  to  warn  foreign  men  of  science  invited  to  work  or 
lecture  here  that  certain  topics  must  not  be  touched  upon,  directly  or 
indirectly.  Professor  Henry  knew  that  the  resources  of  the  Smithsonian 
could  not  support  a  great  museum  or  a  great  library  and  still  carry  out 
the  promotion  of  science  in  the  wider  sense,  which  was  his  ideal  aim. 
He  wished  for  a  national  museum  and  a  national  library,  but  only  at 
national  expense.  He  approved  of  the  far-reaching  explorations  and 
collections  which  the  genius  of  Professor  Baird  initiated  and  by  untiring 
labors  promoted,  but  he  did  not  wish  the  enormous  mass  of  material  thus 
brought  together  to  be  a  charge  upon  the  slender  funds  of  the  Institu 
tion.  His  jx)licy  was  to  distribute  to  other  institutions  of  learning 
museums,  and  colleges,  as  soon  as  worked  up,  everything  except  a  typica 
series  of  the  specimens,  thus  at  once  promoting  research  at  other  poiii 
and  economizing  space  and  the  expenses  of  preservation.  Arraugeme 
were  made  with  naturalists  all  over  the  country  by  which  materi? 
their  special  lines  of  research  was  shipped  to  them  as  soon  as  rece 
to  remain  indefinitely,  until  reported  upon.  The  same  policy  k 
placing  in  the  Corcoran  Gallery  of  Art  such  objects  of  art  spared  \ 
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great  fire  of  1865  as  that  establishment  cx)uld  utilize  ;  and  to  the  deposit 
in  the  Library  of  Congress  of  the  great  collection  of  scientific  books  and 
periodicals,  which  was  rapidly  outgrowing  all  the  limits  set  by  his  pru- 
dence. In  his  determination  that  nothing  should  be  permitted  to  divert 
the  progress  of  the  Institution  from  the  lines  laid  down  for  it,  Professor 
Henry  thought  no  labor  too  great,  no  personal  supervision  too  minute, 
no  just  economy  too  paltry.  Who  shall  say  that  his  lofty  purposes  and 
unceasing  struggles  have  not  been  justified  by  his  success? 

Meanwhile  Baird*s  ambitions  and  endeavors  were  leading  toward  the 
establishment  of  a  national  museum  in  faci,  if  not  in  name.  Multitu- 
dinous expeditions  were  set  on  foot  for  Pacific  railway  routes,  military 
surveys,  the  coast  survey,  the  routes  for  an  Isthmian  canal,  the  explora- 
tion of  the  Hudson  Bay  territory,  I<ower  California,  and  Alaska.  From 
each  and  all  of  these  a  stream  of  the  most  precious  material  for  study 
flowed  toward  the  Smithsonian  Institution.  The  natural  sciences  all  over 
the  world  were  enriched  by  the  countercurrent  of  published  researches 
which  poured  from  those  Elizabethan  towers.  A  bevy  of  students,  poor 
in  purse,  but  rich  in  enthusiasm,  in  energy  and  devotion,  found  shelter 
there.  From  time  to  time,  as  opportunities  came,  they  sallied  forth,  one 
by  one,  to  the  ends  of  the  earth,  bent  on  enriching  the  collection  and 
advancing  science,  in  which  they  usually  succeeded. 

How  difficult  in  such  a  cavSe  to  hold  the  balance  true!  To  preserve  for 
study  what  was  needed  and  yet  not  to  exceed  the  limits  imposed  by  cir- 
cumstances. To  be  loyal  and  true  in  spirit,  as  well  as  in  the  letter,  to 
the  policy  of  the  chief,  and  yet  to  hold  securely  for  the  future  that  which 
the  future  would  need.  Yet  this  task,  so  perplexing  and  so  difficult, 
■was  successfully  performed  by  Baird.  He  had  for  Henry  an  affectionate 
loyalty  and  veneration  as  strong  in  its  way  as  his  devotion  to  biological 
research,  and  which  supplied  a  never-failing  and  most  elevating  example 
to  the  younger  men  about  him. 

The  establishment  of  the*Fish  Commission  with  its  separate  income 
partly  available  for  research  somewhat  ameHorated  the  situation.  The 
establishment  of  a  national  museum,  as  urged  by  Baird  and  Henry, 
became  a  more  familiar  idea  to  Congress  and  the  country.  With  the 
Centennial  Exposition  of  1876,  came  an  opportunity  of  which  Baird 
was  not  slow  to  take  advantage.  He  determined  that  the  exhibition 
made  by  the  United  States  should  bear  testimony  to  w^hat  the  Museum 
could  do  both  in  the  way  of  material  and  in  its  presentation.  The 
Government  made  a  loan  of  several  millions  to  the  Exposition,  which 
no  one  then  supposed  would  ever  be  repaid.  Members  of  the  appro- 
priations committee  felt  quite  safe  in  half  jokingly  assuring  Professor 
Baird  that  if  the  money  ever  was  repaid  an  appropriation  for  a  National 
Museum  building  should  not  be  withheld.  The  entire  staff  of  the 
Museum,  including  several  unpaid  volunteers,  with  Goode  at  their  head, 
gave  all  their  energies  for  nearly  a  year  to  make  the  Government  and 
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especially  the  Museum  exhibit  a  success,  feeling  that  the  future  of  the 
Museum  was  really  at  stake.  Individuals  all  over  the  country  were  called 
upon  to  assist  by  advice  or  material  in  their  special  lines.  Thousands  of 
letters  were  written  and  thousands  of  exhibits  gathered.  Here  Goode 
had  his  first  training  in  the  arts  of  exposition,  in  which  he  finally  became 
the  acknowledged  master.  Many  were  the  discussions  as  to  system ,  selec- 
tion of  exhibits,  cases,  labels,  and  methods  in  general.  It  was  indeed  a 
liberal  education  to  those  engaged  in  the  work.  No  test  could  have  been 
contrived  which  would  better  have  revealed  the  strength  or  weakness,  on 
certain  sides,  of  all  engaged  in  it.  Men  of  whom  much  was  expected 
failed  utterly.  Others  developed  unexpected  capacity  and  talent.  The 
result  was  a  glorious  success,  acknowledged  by  all  beholders. 

After  a  certain  time  the  Government  loan  was  repaid,  and  at  last  the 
unofficial  promises  of  members  of  Congress  were  kept.  A  sum,  pitiably 
small  if  compared  with  the  money  devoted  by  most  civilized  nations  to 
housing  their  national  museums,  was  appropriated,  and,  by  a  lucky  chance, 
an  un|)aralleled  depression  in  the  iron  trade  enabled  contracts  to  be  made 
to  the  great  advantage  of  the  Government.  A  building  without  any  archi- 
tectural pretensions,  but  giving  light  and  floor  space  at  a  lower  cost  than 
in  any  other  permanent  structure  of  equal  size  ever  erected  by  the  United 
States,  was  finally  put  up,  a  new  organization  effected,  and  at  last  the 
National  Museum  possessed  a  local  habitation  and  a  name.  The  direction 
of  its  activities,  under  the  supervision  of  Professor  Baird,  was  placed  in 
Goode' s  hands,  and  his  career  as  a  Museum  administrator  officially  began. 

It  may  be  thought  that  the  preceding  remarks  have  included  very  little 
about  Goode  and  a  great  deal  about  other  matters.     This  is  true;  but  no 
account  of  the  man  and  his  activities  would  be  adequate  which  omitted  a 
delineation  of  the  struggles,  fears,  and  hopes  of  which,  in  his  jx)sition,  he 
was  the  natural  heir.     A  great  institution  is  not  created;  it  is  built  up. 
Willi  the  mortar  of  its  foundations  is  mixed  the  blood  and  sweat  of  the 
builders.     vSomething  of  the  very  soul  of  its  architect  springs  with  its 
])innacles  toward  the  heavens.     The  capacity  for  administration  may  be 
inlK)rn,  the  professional  knowledge  must  be  earned.     These  truths  are 
singularly  ignored,  even  by  those  who  should  know  better.     In  fact  our 
jHiople,  even  those  who  have  nuich  advanced  the  cause  of  education,  and 
those  who  have  won  repute  in  the  fields  of  politics  or  business,  have  not 
wholly  shaken  off  the  provincial  notion  that  a  museum  is  a  sort  of  toy 
which  an  intelligent   window-dresser  might  be  competent  to  manage. 
The  realization  of  the  fact  that  nuiseum  administration  is  a  ])rofession,  as 
arduous  as  that  of  medicine  or  law,  seems  to  be  confined  almost  entirel> 
to  those  who  have  actually  been  devoting  their  lives  to  it.     That  in  th 
case   of   a   national  museum,  as  a  sort  of  general   clearing   house 
national  activities  in  science,  and  the  chief  arena  of  international  scienti 
reciprocity,  still  wider  knowledge  of  men  and  their  work,  a  still  broac 
mental  horizon,  and  infinite  tact  and  patience  are  urgently  requirec' 
still  less  appreciated. 
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It  is  true  that  every  administrator  must  learn  and  grow  with  the 
progress  of  his  work ;  but  that  the  work  should  be  put  into  the  hands  of 
total  inexperience,  as  is  frequently  suggested,  is  like  insisting  that  all 
our  genealogies  should  be  traced  from  Adam  and  Eve. 

The  relations  which  Goode  bore  to  the  scientific  activity  of  the  country 
and  less  directly  to  that  of  the  world  are  best  understood  through  a  sketch 
of  Museum  administration  in  the  concrete.  We  may  begin  with  condi- 
tions in  such  an  institution  itself. 

It  is  hardly  true,  as  I  have  heard  it  somewhat  broadly  stated  by  one  of 
the  uninitiated,  that  *' scientific  men  are  all  cranks,**  though  this  estimate 
is  by  no  means  without  its  supporters.  Yet  it  can  not  be  denied  that  there 
is  something  out  of  the  common  and,  to  the  average  citizen,  peculiar 
in  the  mental  constitution  which  leads  to  the  adoption  of  a  profession 
which  offers  no  pecuniary  reward  at  all  adequate  to  the  required  exertion ; 
which,  in  this  country  at  least,  extends  little  hope  of  discrimination  from 
quacks  and  charlatans  adept  at  attracting  public  notice ;  in  which  the 
modest  prizes  are  few  and  far  between,  promotion  problematical ;  where 
the  worker  must  congratulate  himself  if  he  is  able  to  support  and  educate 
his  family  without  actual  privation,  and  must  find  his  reward,  if  at  all, 
in  the  consciousness  of  work  well  done  and  the  esteem  of  a  few  contempo- 
rary toilers.  Such  a  mental  constitution,  I  repeat,  does  have  in  it  some- 
thing different  from  that  of  the  ordinary  mind  and  something  which  the 
average  man  finds  difficult  to  reconcile  with  his  idea  of  common  sense. 
Only  the  other  day  I  heard  of  a  conscientious  guardian  of  an  orphan  with 
a  small  competence,  who  refused  to  allow  the  boy  to  follow  his  natural 
bent  and  become  a  naturalist,  on  the  ground  that  it  would  be  a  dereliction 
of  duty  if  the  guardian  permitted  his  ward  to  enter  upon  a  career  in  which 
the  rewards  are  so  few  and  financial  success  so  doubtful. 

Those  in  whom  the  bent  is  so  strong  as  to  defy  all  obstacles  not  infre- 
quently are  somewhat  one-sided  people.  They  feel,  as  they  ought  to 
feel,  that  their  own  specialty  is  the  most  important  of  the  many  domains 
of  science.  Since  they  have  not  hesitated  at  any  sacrifice  to  devote  them- 
selves to  it,  it  is  not  unnatural  that  they  should  feel  that  from  colaborers 
in  science,  support,  encouragement,  and  a  sufficient  allotment  from  the 
common  fund  are  justly  due.  In  a  great  museum  this  common  fund  or 
income  is  never  sufficient  to  meet  all  demands.  The  director  must  be 
more  than  human  who  can  apportion  disappointment  without  exciting 
disapproval.  Yet  in  the  midst  of  annual  expressions  of  regret  I  never 
heard  Goode* s  justice  or  kindly  feeling  questioned. 

It  sometimes  happens,  as  a  scientist  is  human,  that  the  weaknesses  or 
faults  of  our  common  humanity  find  a  lodgment  with  him,  possibly  even 
to  the  point  where  a  love  of  science  seems  the  only  thread  withholding 
him  from  utter  shipwreck.  The  kindly  and  generous  nature  of  Professor 
Baird,  joined  to  a  certain  practical  shrewdness,  enabled  him  to  utilize  and 
succor,  from  time  to  time,  such  waifs,  putting  them  where  the  redeeming 
virtue  might  exert  its  wholesome  influence  and  the  broken  soul  nii^Ut 
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feel  the  comfort,  in  hours  of  remorse,  that,  after  all,  its  life  had  not  been 
wholly  wasted.     Baird's  example  was  not  forgotten  by  his  pupil. 

lyest  engrossment  in  a  specialty  breed  indifference  to  progress  in  com- 
mon, it  is  of  the  highest  importance  that  the  leader  in  a  band  of  workers 
shall  use  every  opportunity  of  emphasizing  their  joint  responsibility  to 
science  and  to  the  public,  for  whose  entertainment  and  instruction  the 
museum  is  supported  by  public  funds.  This  duty  Goode  never  forgot, 
and  by  example  and  precept  he  continually  stimulated  each  and  every 
one  to  his  best  efforts. 

The  experiments  in  methods  of  preservation  and  exhibition,  by  which 
the  best  results  are  reached,  are  of  interest  and  value  to  the  whole  scien- 
tific community.  It  often  happens  that  only  through  a  long  series  of 
failures,  all  more  or  less  costly,  is  success  at  last  attained.  Were  each 
museum,  private  or  public,  obliged  to  run  the  whole  gamut  of  experi- 
ment, the  losses  would  be  irreparable  and  the  cost  enormous.  In  this 
direction,  as  did  Baird  in  his  time,  Goode  developed  a  particular  genius, 
and  his  successes  placed  him  early  in  his  career  in  the  very  front  rank, 
if  not  at  the  virtual  head,  of  all  Museum  experts.  The  results  of  this 
work  were  placed  freely  at  the  disposition  of  all  interested,  and  nearly  all 
museums  in  this  country  and  many  abroad  have  materially  profited  by 
the  skill  and  ingenuity  thus  displayed.  It  is  highly  probable,  so  modest 
was  the  originator,  that  few  of  those  whose  work  is  thus  assisted  have 
any  definite  idea  of  the  source  from  which  the  facilities  came. 

Looking  beyond  the  Museum  itself  and  considering  its  external  rela- 
tions, we  find  that  naturalists  and  anthropologists  all  over  the  country  are 
in  the  habit  of  appealing  to  the  Director  or  staff  of  the  National  Museum 
for  scientific  information,  advice,  or  needed  assistance  in  all  sorts  of 
directions.  In  many  cases  the  question  is  not  simple,  but  one  requiring 
the  utmost  consideration  and  delicacy. 

The  needs  or  requests  of  different  institutions  or  persons  are  not  infre- 
quently conflicting,  and  the  decision  may  be  far-reaching.  The  compe- 
tition between  different  workers  or  institutions  in  the  same  field  is 
liable,  unless  treated  with  great  tact,  to  rouse  antagonisms.  Small 
societies  sometimes  inadvisedly  identify  themselves  with  the  opinions  or 
theories  of  some  individual  member,  and  if  the  latter  prove  contestable 
the  amount  of  human  nature  which  may  be  displayed  is  astonishing.  It 
has  happened  that  such  an  organization,  in  a  fit  of  pique,  has  showered 
abusive  pamphlets  over  the  inhabited  universe.  Rival  candidates  for 
coveted  posts  resort  to  the  most  ingenious  methods  for  securing  indorse- 
ment contrary  to  the  rules  of  the  institution.  Occasions  arise  when 
advice  is  sought  with  seriousness  and  given  with  anxiety,  as  a  matter  of 
duty.  In  short,  it  is  required  of  the  head  of  the  Museum  to  have  a  gen 
eral  knowledge  of  the  character,  responsibility,  and  reliability  of  all  tl 
professional  and  most  of  the  amateur  scientific  workers  of  the  count 
and  of  the  character  and  interrelations  of  all  the  more  or  less  scienti 
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societies,  not  only  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  outsiders,  but  for  the 
safety  and  protection  of  the  Museum  itself.  While  no  one  could  exceed 
Professor  Baird  in  the  breadth  and  accuracy  of  his  information  on  such 
topics,  yet  the  traditions  he  handed  down  and  Goode*s  own  wide  knowl- 
edge of  the  younger  generation  gave  him  satisfactory  qualifications  of 
this  most  necessary  and  special  kind. 

Leaving  the  ostensibly  scientific,  not  the  least  embarrassing  duty  the 
head  of  the  Museum  has  to  perform  is  the  answering  of  letters  from  the 
people  at  large.  Here  the  variety  ranges  from  the  intelligent  seeker  for 
an  explanation  of  some  observed  phenomenon,  to  the  fraudulent  scheme 
of  some  rascal  for  securing  books  or  specimens  by  false  pretenses.  The 
most  ignorant  are  often  the  mast  confident  in  their  own  explanation  of 
something  which  has  temporarily  puzzled  them  ;  nevertheless  they  seek 
official  sanction  and  approval.  Cranks  write  letters  in  blue  ink,  the 
nouns  filled  in  with  red.  So  and  so  announces  that  the  Apollonian 
Library,  upon  whose  letter  head  he  writes,  is  desirous  of  a  full  set  of  the 
publications  and,  being  the  only  library  in  a  large  region  round  about, 
should  undoubtedly  receive  them ;  and  signs  himself  librarian.  It  is 
known  to  the  initiated  that  the  signer  is  himself  the  Apollonian  Library 
and  its  only  reader.  Ill-spelled  letters  tell  of  natural  curiosities,  mar- 
velous to  behold,  sometimes  for  sale,  sometimes  to  be  freely  donated.  It 
would  be  a  great  mistake  to  suppose  that  these  letters  may  be  treated 
with  scorn,  or  ignored.  It  has  often  happened  that  the  layman  in  his 
blindness  has  stumbled  upon  something  good.  At  any  rate  he  is  one  of 
the  great  American  people  whose  taxes  support  the  Museum,  and  is  enti- 
tled to  courtesy  and  illumination  if  it  can  Ixi  furnished.  At  all  events, 
it  will  Ije  clear  to  you  that  special  knowledge,  tact,  and  kindliness  will 
not  be  superfluous  in  the  treatment  of  the  daily  mass  of  correspondence. 

I  have  tried  to  throw  a  little  light  on  the  difficulties  and  problems  our 
dear  friend  met  and  solved  so  well.  Illustrations  might  be  greatly  mul- 
tiplied did  time  permit.  What  has  been  said,  I  trust,  is  enough  to  show 
that  no  ordinary  man  could  have  done  this  work  (and  much  else)  and 
yet  have  left  behind  him  no  antagonisms,  no  memories  of  failure,  no 
hint  of  insufficiency,  associated  with  his  name.  He  is  remembered  as 
one  never  weary  of  welldoing ;  who  reached  the  heights,  though  ever 
aiming  higher ;  whose  example  stimulated  and  whose  history  will  prove 
a  lasting  inspiration. 


RESOLUTIONS  AND  MESSAGES  OF  SYMPATHY. 


On  the  completion  of  the  reading  of  the  formal  addresses,  General 
Orlando  B.  Willcox,  U.  S.  A.,  representing  the  Society  of  the  Sons  of  the 
American  Revolution  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  offered  the  following 
resolutions,  which  were  seconded  by  Rear-Admiral  James  A.  Greer, 
U.  S.  N. ,  representing  the  Society  of  the  Sons  of  the  Revolution,  and 
adopted  by  a  rising  vote: 

We,  the  associates  and  friends  of  the  late  George  Brown  Goode  in  the  scientific, 
patriotic,  and  historical  societies  of  the  city  of  Washington,  being  met  together  to 
commemorate  his  life  and  service,  do  recognize: 

That  in  his  death  the  world  has  lost  a  great  man  of  true  moral  worth,  unusual 
breadth  of  intellect,  profound  human  sympathy,  unswerving  loyalty  to  his  duty,  and 
devotion  to  his  family  and  his  friends. 

That  America  has  been  deprived  of  a  most  patriotic,  public-spirited,  and  loyal 
citizen,  American  science  of  its  first  historian,  and  American  history  of  an  original 
investigator. 

That  universal  science  has  lost  one  of  its  foremost  ichthyologists  and  a  man  broadly 
learned  in  the  entire  field  of  natural  history. 

That  the  scientific  service  of  the  United  States  Government,  the  societies  to  which 
he  belonged,  and  all  the  institutions  in  America  for  the  promotion  of  knowledge 
have  lost  in  him  an  ever  faithful  and  willing  cooperator. 

Resolvedy  That  this  minute  be  communicated  to  the  societies  of  which  Doctor 
Goode  was  a  member  and  a  copy  be  sent  to  his  family,  to  whom  the  persons  here 
assembled  extend  their  sincere  sympathy. 

RESOLUTIONS  ADOPTED    IN  THE  SMITHSONIAN   INSTITUTION. 

By  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution: 

Whereas  the  assistant  secretary  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  Doctor  G.  Brown 
Goode,  died  on  September  6,  1896, 

Resolved^  That  the  Board  of  Regents  wish  to  here  record  their  sense  of  the  devotion 
to  duty  which  in  the  late  Doctor  Goode  came  before  any  consideration  of  personal 
advancement,  or  even  before  the  care  of  his  own  health,  and  of  their  recognition 
that  his  high  administrative  ability  and  wide  knowledge  were  devoted  unselfishly 
to  the  service  of  the  Institution,  with  results  whose  value  they  can  not  too  highly 
acknowledge;  and  they  desire  to  express  their  feeling  of  the  loss  that  the  Institution, 
the  National  Museum,  and  the  cause  of  science  has  sustained  in  his  untimely  death. 

Resolved^  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  suitably  engrossed  and  transmitted 
to  the  family  of  Doctor  Goode. 
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By  the  employees  of  the  National  Museum: 

Whereas,  in  the  untimely  death  of  Doctor  G.  Brown  Goode  the  scientific  world 
and  the  American  people  have  suffered  an  immeasurable  loss — we,  his  assistants, 
collaborators,  and  friends,  knew  and  esteemed  him  as  an  investigator  of  signal  hon- 
esty and  ability,  as  an  earnest  and  efficient  administrator  whose  willing  aid  and 
forbearance  endeared  him  to  all,  as  a  man  of  pure  motives  and  stainless  life,  and  as 
a  faithful  friend  and  mentor — therefore, 

Resolved^  That  in  Doctor  Goode's  death  we  have  lost  a  leader  and  companion 
whose  teachings  will  always  be  in  our  minds  and  whose  memory  will  forever  live  in 
our  hearts. 

Resolved^  That  we  extend  our  heartfelt  sympathy  to  the  stricken  family  in  this 
our  common  sorrow. 

RBSOLUTIONS  ADOPTBD  BY  THE  OFFICERS  OF  THE  FIELD  COLUMBIAN  MUSEUM. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  director  and  curators  of  the  Field  Columbian 
Museum,  Chicago,  Illinois,  the  following  preamble  and  resolutions  were 
adopted: 

Whereas,  We  have  learned  with  great  sorrow  of  the  death  of  the  distinguished 
scholar  and  scientist.  Doctor  George  Brown  Goode,  Director  of  the  National  Museum; 
be  it  therefore,  in  grateful  tribute  to  his  memory. 

Resolved^  That  we  recognize,  as  the  world  has  already  recognized,  the  conspicuous 
abilities  displayed  by  him  in  the  particular  field  of  science  in  which  he  chose  to  labor, 
but  still  more  fully  we  appreciate  the  fact  that  in  the  broader  field  of  museum  organ- 
ization and  management,  a  work  which  he  had  reduced  to  science,  he  stood  without 
a  peer.  Not  less  admirable,  as  a  feature  of  his  career,  is  the  enviable  position  always 
held  by  him  as  an  adviser  and  helper  among  his  associates,  scientific,  official,  and 
f)ersonal.     His  strong,  helpful  hand  was  ever  extended. 

Resolved^  That  we  mourn  his  loss  not  only  on  account  of  these  attainments  and 
qualities,  but  also  as  a  man  of  broad  sympathies  and  tender  heart,  upright 'cheerful 
character,  and  honest,  virtuous  life. 

Resolved y  That  our  sincere  sympathies  are  hereby  extended  to  the  members  of  his 
bereaved  family  in  the  hour  of  their  affliction,  and  that  a  copy  of  these  resolutions 
be  transmitted  to  them  in  token  thereof. 

F.  J.  V.  Skiff, 

Director, 
Wm.  H.  Holmes, 
Curator^  Department  of  Anthropology, 

C.  F.  MlI^I^PAUGH, 

Curatory  Department  of  Botany, 

O.  C.  Farrington, 
Curator^  Department  of  Geology, 
H.  W.  NiCHOUJ, 
Curator,  Department  of  Economic  Geology, 

Chari^es  B.  Cory, 
Curator,  Department  of  Ornithology. 

S.  A.  SIMMS, 

Assistant  Curator,  in  Charge  of  Industrial  Atis. 

E.  L.  Burchard, 
Recorder  and  Librarian. 
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RBSOLUTIONS  ADOPTED  BY  THE  NEW  YORK  ACADEMY  OP  SCIENCES. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  biological  section  of  the  New  York  Academy  of 
Sciences  held  October  12,  1896,  the  following  resolution,  hitroduced  by 
Professor  Henry  F.  Osbom  and  seconded  by  Mr.  William  T.  Homaday, 
was  unanimously  adopted  by  a  rising  vote: 

Resolved^  That  the  members  of  the  biological  section  of  the  New  York  Academy  of 
Sciences  desire  to  express  their  deep  sense  of  loss  in  the  death  of  Professor  G.  Brown 
Goode,  of  the  United  States  National  Museum.  In  common  with  all  naturalists  in 
this  country,  we  have  admired  his  intelligent  and  highly  successful  administration 
of  the  National  Museum,  as  well  as  his  prompt  and  ready  response  to  the  requests 
and  needs  of  similar  institutions  throughout  the  country. 

In  face  of  the  arduous  and  exacting  duties  of  his  directorship,  he  has  held  a  lead- 
ing position  among  American  zoologists,  and  we  are  indebted  to  him  for  a  series  of 
invaluable  investigations,  especially  upon  the  fishes. 

Those  of  us  who  had  the  good  fortune  to  know  Professor  Goode  personally,  recall 

his  singular  charm  of  character,  his  genial  interest  in  the  work  of  others,  his  true 

scientific  spirit.     We  have  thus  lost  one  of  our  ablest  fellow-workers  and  one  of  the 

truest  and  best  of  men. 

John  G.  Curtis,  Chairtnan, 

Chari^ks  L.  Bristoi,,  Secretary. 

CIRCULAR  ORDER  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES  COMMISSIONER  OP  PISH  AND  PISHERIES. 

United  States  Commission  of  Fish  and  Fisheries, 

Washington^  D.  C,  September  8 ^  i8g6. 
[Circular  Order  No.  139.] 

It  becomes  my  painful  duty  to  announce  to  the  employees  of  the  United  States 
Commission  of  Fish  and  Fisheries  the  death  in  this  city,  on  the  6th  instant,  of  Doctor 
George  Brown  Goode,  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Smitlisoniau  Institution,  and  at  one 
time  United  States  Commissioner  of  Fish  and  Fisheries.  Although  his  official  con- 
nection, strictly  speaking,  has  always  been  with  the  former  establishment.  Doctor 
Goode  is  best  known  for  his  researches  and  publications  on  the  fishes  and  fisheries 
of  the  United  States,  on  which  subjects  he  came  to  be  recognized  as  the  leading 
authority.  He  first  joined  in  the  investigations  of  the  Fish  Commission  on  the 
Atlantic  coast  in  1872  as  a  volunteer,  and  in  that  capacity  continued  to  participate 
in  its  scientific  work  up  to  the  time  of  Professor  Baird's  death  in  1887.  He  was 
appointed  to  succeed  the  latter  as  Fish  Commissioner,  but  relinquished  that  position 
after  a  few  months,  upon  the  passage  of  the  act  giving  it  an  independent  status. 
Doctor  Goode  had  charge  of  the  Fishery  Division  of  the  Tenth  Census,  and  was  also 
the  United  States  Commissioner  to  the  Fishery  Expositions  at  Berlin  and  London. 
He  has  been  one  of  the  mOvSt  fruitful  and  valued  contributors  to  the  reports  and  bul- 
letins of  the  Fish  Commission,  and  in  his  death  the  fishing  interests  of  the  country 

have  sustained  a  severe  loss. 

J.  J.  Brick,  Contmissioner. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  PROCEEDINGS  OF  ASSOCIATIONS. 

[Prom  a  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Seventh  Annual  General  Meeting  of  the  Museums  Asso- 
ciation held  in  Glasgow  July  21  to  25,  1896.] 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Association  held  in  New^castle  last  year  was  read  a  contribu- 
tion from  Doctor  G.  Brown  Goode  on  Tlic  principles  of  Museum  Administration  ; 
and  afterwards  the  author  sent  a  reprint  of  the  paper  to  each  member  of  the  Associa- 
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lion.  To  most  members  he  was  already  known  by  his  contributions  to  museum 
literature  in  the  Reports  of  the  National  Museum  of  the  United  States,  and  other  pub- 
lications; but  a  more  personal  feeling  of  intimacy  was  engendered  by  the  direct 
communication  of  his  thoughts  to  the  Association  at  Newcastle.  It  was  therefore 
with  a  feeling  of  the  deepest  regret  the  news  of  his  untimely  death  was  received. 
Doctor  Goode  died  in  Washington  on  6th  of  September  at  the  age  of  forty-five 
years.  His  early  death  is  a  great  loss,  not  only  to  the  United  States  Museum,  but  to 
museums  in  general,  for  ][ie  took  a  deep  and  active  interest  in  all  things  affecting 
their  development  and  well-being. 

[Prom  the  proceedings  of  the  Thirtieth  Annual  Convention,  American  Institute  of  Architects,  1896.] 

Of  the  corresponding  members  the  institute  loses  Professor  G.  Brown  Goode,  the 
well-known  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  and  Curator  of  the 
National  Museiun,  who  brought  out  of  a  chaos  of  inaccessible  treasures  the  orderly, 
well-arranged,  enjoyable,  and  instructive  collection  which  makes  the  Smithsonian 
Institution  take  rank  with  the  finest  museums  in  the  world. 

MESSAGES  OP  SYMPATHY. 

From  among  a  large  number  of  letters  received  since  the  death  of  Mr. 
Goode,  appreciating  his  great  services  and  offering  consolation  at  his 
death,  the  following  few  extracts  are  made. 

Sir  William  H.  Flower,  director  of  the  British  Museum,  said: 

I  should  like  to  take  part  in  any  tribute  to  the  memory  of  a  man  I  admired  so 
much  and  was  in  such  sympathy  with  as  Brown  Goode. 

Professor  Enrico  H.  Giglioli,  of  Florence,  on  October  3,  1896,  spoke 
of  Mr.  Goode  as  one  of  the  men  he  loved  and  esteemed  most: 

I  feel  so  crushed  [he  said]  by  this  terrible  blow  that  I  hardly  know  what  I  am 
writing.  .  .  .  He  was  so  full  of  energy  and  work  it  is  hard  to  believe  that  he  is 
now  no  more.  To  you  all  at  the  National  Museum  the  loSvS  must  be  immense,  but  to 
many  abroad  it  is  a  great  and  much  felt  sorrow.  To  science  in  America  not  alone, 
but  in  the  civilized  world,  his  loss  is  indeed  irreparable  and  will  be  felt  for  years. 

The  Honorable  William  Wirt  Henry,  of  the  Virginia  Historical  Society, 
wTote: 

It  is  a  source  of  ^eat  satisfaction  to  me  that  I  knew  Doctor  Goode  personally  and 
was  privileged  to  be  associated  with  him  in  his  work  in  the  patriotic  and  historical 
societies  with  which  he  was  connected.  No  one  could  know  him  without  being 
impressed  with  his  learning  and  modesty  and  the  vSterling  qualities  of  the  man.  I 
feel  that  his  death  is  a  loss  which  will  be  felt  in  every  path  in  which  he  walked,  and 
will  be  mourned  by  every  votary  of  science. 

M.  Henri  de  Varigny,  of  Paris,  wTote  to  Secretary  Langley: 

I  have  received  the  card  which  notified  [me  of]  the  sad  news  of  the  death  of  that 
excellent  and  most  distinguished  man,  G.  Brown  Goode.  I  was  alread)^  acquainted 
with  the  fact,  and  had  published  a  few  lines  of  obituar>'  notice  in  the  Revue  Scien- 
tifique,  but  I  have  not  adequately  expressed  the  feeling  of  true  sorrow  I  experience 
when  I  remember  that  he  is  no  more,  and  that  his  writing,  activity,  and  energetic 
kindness  have  ceased  to  be.  He  was  very  kind  and  obliging  to  me,  and  I  shall  keep 
a  warm  remembrance  of  him.     Your  loss  is  a  great  one. 
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Mr.  Valdemar  Knudsen,  of  Honolulu,  Hawaii,  wrote: 

The  card  announcing  the  death  of  George  Brown  Goode,  LL.  D.,  has  just  been 
received,  and  my  full  sympathy  for  his  loss  to  your  institution  and  to  mankind  in 
general  is  hereby  humbly  tendered. 

Doctor  Karl  Mobius,  of  Berlin,  wrote,  under  date  of  January  26,  1897: 

The  unexpected  death  of  Mr.  George  Brown  Goode  has  deeply  affected  me.  We 
were  in  agreeable  communication,  to  the  advantage  of  our  museums.  We  have  lost 
in  him  a  distinguished  promoter  of  our  scientific  efforts. 

Professor  Alfonso  L.  Herrera,  of  the  National  Museum  in  Mexico, 
wrote: 

I  have  received  the  notice  of  the  lamented  death  of  George  Brown  Goode,  LL.  D. , 
and  after  thanking  you  for  this  mark  of  attention,  I  offer  my  most  sincere  condo- 
lence, and  on  my  part  I  deplore  the  loss  sustained  by  science,  the  National  Museum, 
the  Smithsonian  Institution,  and  all  persons  who,  like  myself,  had  the  good  fortune 
to  receive  consideration  from  the  deceased.  I  shall  never  forget  his  kindness  and 
courtesy. 

Mr.  John  Crawford,  of  Managua,  Nicaragua,  wrote: 

On  my  return  here  from  an  excursion  among  the  mountains  I  learned  with  much 
surprise  and  great  regret  of  the  death  of  Doctor  G.  Brown  Goode.  On  many  occa- 
sions he  was  very  patient  and  kind  to  me,  and  no  doubt  was  so  to  many  other  natu- 
ralists who,  like  myself,  are  far  from  museums  and  the  advantages  of  daily  conferring 
with  and  receiving  instruction  from  scientists.  I  esteemed  him  highly,  and  had 
hoped  that  he  would  live  many  years  in  good  health,  and  in  physical  and  mental 
vigor  continue  and  enjoy  his  useful  life. 

Mr.  Julius  Neumann,  of  the  Chinese  Custom  Service,  Shasi,  China,  on 
March  15,  1897,  wrote: 

It  was  with  extreme  regret  that  I  have  just  received  yoiu-  card  of  the  i6th  of 
November  last  announcing  the  death  of  Professor  G.  Brown  Goode,  and  I  write  this 
note  to  condole  with  you  on  the  loss  your  great  Institution  and  science  at  large 
have  to  deplore. 

I  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  the  deceased  first  in  London  in  1883,  and  then  in 
the  following  year  in  New  Orleans,  and  ever  since  we  had  kept  up  friendly  relations. 
I  shall  always  fondly  cherish  his  memory. 

The  Honorable  John  Boyd  Thacher,  of  Albany,  New  York,  wrote: 

My  personal  knowledge  of  Professor  Brown  Goode  began  in  1890,  when  he  gave 
his  advice  and  counsel  to  the  World's  Columbian  Commission  in  classifying  the 
various  objects  into  proper  departments  for  exhibition,  and  more  particularly  in 
advising  and  establishing  an  adequate  method  in  passing  judgment  upon  the  exhibits. 
In  these  matters  I  can  testify  to  his  ability  and  consummate  skill.  It  was  purely 
voluntary  service  he  rendered,  and  I  at  once  formed — and  have  since  maintained— a 
profound  sense  of  his  goodness  to  those  who  were  officially  charged  with  work  for 
which  he  knew  we  were  most  imperfectly  equipped,  and  to  whom  he  gave  not  only 
suggestions  but  detailed  and  elaborate  and  finished  plans.  It  is  the  glory  of  the 
modern  scientist  and  scholar  that  he  subordinates  himself  to  the  accomplishment  of 
public  work.  Our  friend  never  asked  to  be  identified  personally  with  the  accom- 
plished thing.  It  was  enough  for  him  to  know  that  some  good  was  done  and  not 
that  the  world  should  know  that  it  was  done  by  him.  The  utter  absence  of  selfish- 
ness in  any  life  is  worthy  of  recording  in  brass  or  in  marble  or  in  formulated  words. 
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Doctor  Alfred  Dug&s,  of  Guanajuato,  Mexico,  expressed  his  profotmd 
regrets. 

Doctor  Leon  Vaillant,  professor  of  the  Museum  of  Natural  History  in 
Paris,  said  that  the  ichthyological  world  has  experienced  a  great  loss. 

Doctor  J.  B.  de  Lacerda,  director  of  the  National  Museum  in  Rio  de 
Janeiro,  and  Baron  C.  R.  Osten-Sacken,  tendered  their  sympathy. 

Doctor  H.  von  Ihering,  of  San  Paulo,  Brazil,  spoke  of  the  loss  the 
National  Museum  suffered  in  its  administrative  and  scientific  interests. 

Doctor  R.  Schone,  director-general  of  the  Royal  Museums  in  Berlin, 
expressed  his  sincere  regret  at  the  death  of  this  worthy  scholar  and  extends 
his  sympathy. 

Professor  Pietro  Pavesi,  director  of  the  Zoological  Museum  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Pavia,  offered  his  condolence.  A  similar  message  was  received 
from  the  Museum  Francisco-Carolinum  in  Linz. 
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SAMUEL     PIERPONT     LANGLEY, 
Secretary ^  Smithsonian  Institution. 
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By  Samuki.  Pierpont  Langi^y, 

Secretary^  Smithsonian  Institution, 


George  Brown  Goode  was  bom  at  New  Albany,  Indiana,  on  February 
13,  1851,  and  died  at  his  home  in  Washington  on  September  6,  1896, 
after  a  life  of  forty-five  years,  than  which  few  human  lives  have  ever 
been  better  filled. 

In  those  years  he  won  the  warm  affection  of  a  wide  circle  of  friends 
and  the  trust  and  confidence  of  a  multitude  of  subordinates  in  the  position 
to  which  his  own  abilities  had  carried  him.  He  interested  himself  and 
interested  others  in  ever- widening  circles  of  research,  and  such  varied 
work  that  it  seemed  to  those  who  knew  what  he  was  doing,  incompre- 
hensible that  one  man  could  accomplish  so  much  in  one  single  life;  and 
when  this  came  to  an  end,  its  cessation  was  like  the  loss  of  a  part  of  them- 
selves to  those  who  knew  him  best,  by  whom  he  is  remembered  with  an 
affection  which  men  rarely  gain  from  one  another. 

He  was  the  son  of  Francis  Collier  Goode  and  Sarah  Woodruff  Crane. 
The  Goode  family  trace  their  ancestry  in  this  country  to  John  Goode,  of 
Whitby,  who  settled  in  Virginia  prior  to  1661.* 

While  still  settled  in  Virginia,  many  members  of  the  Goode  family 
went  to  the  South  and  West  to  do  pioneer  work  in  building  up  villages 
and  towns  on  what  was  then  the  outskirt  of  civilization. 
»  Doctor  Goode's  father,  Francis  Collier  Goode,  was  bom  in  Waynes- 
ville,  Ohio,  and  was  a  merchant  in  Ohio  and  Indiana.  In  1857  ^^  retired 
from  business,  removing  to  Amenia,  New  York ;  subsequently  to  Mid- 
dletown,  Connecticut,  and  later  to  Arlington,  Florida,  and  occasionally 
spent  winters  in  the  Bermudas,  Tennessee,  North  Carolina,  Virginia, 
and  Washington  City. 

'  Read  before  the  National  Academy  of  Sciences,  April  21,  1897. 

'  The  history  of  this  family  has  been  carefully  traced  by  Doctor  Goode  in  Virginia 
Cousins:  A  Study  of  the  Ancestry  and  Posterity  of  John  Goode,  of  Whitby,  a  Vir- 
ginia Colonist  of  the  Seventeenth  Century,  with  notes  upon  related  families,  a  key 
to  southern  genealogy  and  a  history  of  the  English  surname  Gode,  Goad,  Goode,  or 
Good  from  1148  to  1887,  by  G.  Brown  Goode,  with  a  preface  by  R.  A.  Brock,  Secre- 
tary of  the  Virginia  and  Southern  Historical  Societies.  Richmond,  Virginia,  J.  W. 
Randolph  &  English,  MDCCCLXXXVII. 
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His  mother,  Sarah  Woodruff  Crane,  was  a  descendant  of  Jasper  Crane, 
who  came  to  New  England  during  the  first  ten  years  of  the  first  settle- 
ment, and  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Newark,  New  Jersey. 

Doctor  Goode  was  thus  of  sturdy  American  parentage  on  both  sides, 
numbering  among  his  ancestors  the  founders  of  the  Virginia,  Massachu- 
setts, Connecticut,  and  New  Jersey  colonies.  The  family  was  singularly 
free  from  foreign  mixture,  not  lo  per  cent  of  the  marriages  among  the 
numerous  descendants  having  been  with  persons  whose  ancestors  came 
to  America  later  than  1725.^ 

He  passed  his  early  childhood  in  Cincinnati  and  his  later  childhood 
and  early  youth  in  Amenia,  New  York,  where  he  was  prepared  for  col- 
lege by  private  tutors.  His  father  was  a  man  of  studious  habits  and 
not  devoid  of  an  interest  in  science.  He  had  assembled  in  his  library  a 
set  of  the  Smithsonian  Reports,  which  young  Goode  read  as  a  boy.  It 
was  through  these  volumes  that  he  was  first  attracted  to  science  and  to 
the  Smithsonian  Institution,  his  boyish  ambition  being  to  become  con- 
nected with  it  and  to  study  under  Professor  Baird. 

He  entered  Wesleyan  University  at  Middletown,  Connecticut,  in  1866, 
and  was  graduated  in  1870.  Although  scarcely  more  than  fifteen  when 
he  entered  college  and  a  little  over  nineteen  years  of  age  at  the  time  of 
his  g^duation,  being  the  youngest  member  of  the  class,  his  work  in  the 
studies  of  the  natural  history  group  was  so  satisfactory  as  to  attract  the 
favorable  notice  of  his  teachers.  The  years  at  Middletown  foreshadowed 
the  strong  love  for  natinre,  the  museum  interest,  ability  in  classification, 
and  even  the  literary  talent,  which  were  the  distinguishing  features  of 
all  Doctor  Goode 's  later  career. 

When  he  went  to  college,  his  father  removed  to  Middletown  and  l:)ecame 
a  neighbor  to  Orange  Judd,  the  pioneer  of  agricultural  journalisni  in  this 
country  and  closely  identified  with  the  advancement  of  scientific  agricul- 
ture. There  sprang  up  between  the  daughter  of  Mr.  Judd  and  young 
Goode  a  friendship  which  ripened  into  love  and  resulted  in  their 
marriage,  of  which  I  speak  here  because  Doctor  Goode  himself  felt  that 
the  friendship  with  Mr.  Judd,  thus  brought  about  through  his  daughter, 
had  the  largest  share  in  determining  his  future  career.  The  two  young 
people  had  similar  tastes  in  natural  history  and  outdoor  life.  As  early 
as  1869  Doctor  Goode  commenced  to  record  in  the  College  Argus  and 
the  College  Review  his  outdoor  rambles.  He  was  at  this  time  a  young 
man  of  stout  frame  and  vigorous  health,  engaging  in  all  of  the  athletic 
sports  known  to  college  students  of  that  day. 

In  1 870  he  entered  Harv'-ard  University  as  a  post-graduate  student  under 
Professor  Louis  Agassiz,  whose  genial  influence  he  glowingly  describes 
in  his  youthful  letters. 

Mr.  Judd  had  presented  to  Wesleyan  University  a  building  known  as 
the  Orange  Judd  Hall  of  Natural  Science.     This  building  was  in  progress 


*  Virginia  Cousins,  p.  xiv. 
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of  erection  during  Mr.  Goode* s  student  years  and  was  dedicated  in  the 
commencement  week  of   187 1. 

Before  that  time  [says  Professor  Rice]  the  natural  history  collections  of  Wesleyan 
University  were  scattered  in  several  buildings,  very  imperfectly  labeled  and  arranged, 
and  most  inaccessible  to  students  or  visitors.  The  spacious  rooms  in  Judd  Hall  first 
gave  the  opportunity  to  arrange  and  display  these  collections  in  such  manner  as  to 
give  them  the  dignity  of  a  museum. 

The  work  which  Doctor  Goode  had  done  while  a  student  under  Pro- 
fessor Agassiz  caused  an  invitation  to  be  extended  to  him  to  undertake 
the  arrangement  of  this  collection,  and  in  1871,  when  but  a  little  over 
twenty,  he  was  given  the  title  of  Curator  of  the  Museum,  and  undertook 
the  installation  of  the  collections.  It  was  in  this  work  that  he  *  *  first 
showed  that  genius  for  museum  administration  which  he  was  destined 
afterwards  to  display  in  the  larger  field.'*  He  retained  his  ofi&cial  con- 
nection with  Middletown  until  1877,  although  the  greater  part  of  these 
years  was  spent  either  in  Washington  or  in  the  field.  During  a  portion 
of  this  time,  although  absent  from  Middletown,  he  received  a  salary 
from  Wesleyan  University,  and  was  allowed  in  exchange  to  send  to  the 
Museum  duplicates  of  natural  history  specimens  in  the  Smithsonian 
Institution,  as  well  as  the  duplicates  of  the  collections  which  he  made. 
He  always  retained  a  strong  feeling  of  affection  for  his  alma  mater,  and 
founded  the  Goode  prize,  intended  to  stimulate  an  interest  in  biologic 
studies.  He  was  one  of  the  editors  of  the  1873  ^^^  ^^^3  editions  of  the 
Alumni  Record  of  Wesleyan  University,  and  received  the  honorary 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws  from  that  institution  in  1893. 

Doctor  Goode* s  mother  died  in  his  infancy,  and  he  found  in  his  father's 
second  wife  an  affectionate  and  sympathetic  helper,  who  was  a  strong 
believer  in  the  possibility  of  his  future  scientific  career.  To  her  he  owed 
his  introduction  to  Professor  Baird,  whom  he  first  saw  at  Eastport,  Maine, 
in  1872,  and  this  meeting  was  the  turning  point  of  his  professional  life. 
Through  it  he  not  only  got  the  larger  opportunities  for  natural  history 
work  afforded  by  the  Fish  Commission  and  the  Smithsonian  Institution, 
but  Professor  Baird  singled  him  out  almost  from  the  first  as  his  chief 
pupil,  his  intimate  friend,  his  confidential  adviser,  and  his  assistant  in 
all  the  natural  history  work  in  which  he  was  engaged.  The  splendid 
advantages  which  Professor  Baird  accorded  his  young  friend  were  repaid 
by  an  intense  devotion. 

Mr.  Goode  said  once  that  he  could  lay  down  his  life  for  such  a  man, 
and  indeed  he  almost  did  so,  for  his  originally  robust  health  was  impaired 
by  this  devotion  to  Professor  Baird' s  service,  particularly  at  the  Centen- 
nial Exposition  of  1876,  which  he  left  invalided,  and  the  effects  of  his 
overwork  in  which  left  him  a  weaker  man  through  his  after  hfe.  The 
death  of  Professor  Baird  in  1887  affected  him  so  deeply  that  it  was  not 
until  1895  that  he  was  once  heard  to  say  that  he  had  but  just  recovered 
from  the  loss. 
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He  became  in  1872  a  volunteer  in  the  United  States  Fish  Commission, 
the  year  after  the  organization  of  that  Bureau,  and  he  continued  this 
work,  making  collections  in  1872  at  Eastport,  Maine,  in  1873  ^^  Casco 
Bay,  and  in  1874  at  Noank,  on  Long  Island  Sound.  The  years  from 
1872  to  1878  show  collections  of  fishes  made  by  him  at  the  points  named, 
as  well  as  in  Bermuda,  Florida,  Connecticut,  and  other  places.  Nearly 
twenty  papers  and  articles  relating  to  the  Fish  Commission  and  to  fish- 
eries appeared  from  his  pen  during  the  first  four  years  of  this  voluntary 
association  with  the  Fish  Commission.  He  was  interested  not  only  in 
the  scientific  side  of  ichthyological  work,  but  devoted  great  attention  to 
the  economic  side.  It  was  in  1877  that  he  found  his  first  specimen  of  a 
deep-sea  fish  and  laid  the  foimdation  of  the  studies  which  culminated  in 
the  splendid  memoir  on  Oceanic  Ichthyology  by  himself  and  Doctor 
Bean.  During  these  years  with  Professor  Baird  he  became  experienced 
in  all  the  work  of  the  Fish  Commission,  and  upon  his  death  was  appointed 
Commissioner  of  Fisheries  by  the  President.  The  position  up  to  this 
time  had  been  an  honorary  one,  but  Mr.  Goode  informed  President 
Cleveland  that  the  work  had  grown  to  such  an  extent  that  it  was  not 
possible  for  any  person  who  was  actively  engaged  in  the  Smithsonian 
Institution  or  elsewhere  to  continue  it.  President  Cleveland  urged  him 
several  times  to  permanently  accept  the  position  of  Commissioner  of  Fish- 
eries, and  the  Committee  on  Appropriations  of  Congress  had  provided  a 
salary  which  was  larger  than  the  one  which  Mr.  Goode  was  receiving  or 
ever  did  receive,  but  he  resolutely  declined,  asserting  that  his  life's  ambi- 
tion had  been  to  become  associated  with  the  Smithsonian  Institution; 
that  his  heart  was  in  the  Museum,  and  that  he  could  not  give  it  up.  As 
related  to  his  work  in  the  Fish  Commission,  the  facts  may  l^e  mentioned 
that  in  1877  he  was  employed  by  the  Department  of  State  on  statistical 
work  in  connection  with  the  Halifax  Commission,  and  in  1879  and  1880 
he  was  in  charge  of  the  Fisheries  Division  of  the  Tenth  Census.  His 
administrative  abilities  were  strongly  brought  out  in  the  organization  of 
this  work.     Professor  Henry  F.  Osbom  describes  his  method  as  follows: 

Special  agents  were  sent  out,  to  every  part  of  the  coast  and  to  the  Great  Lakes,  to 
gather  information.  Goode  worked  at  it  himself  on  Cape  Cod,  and  manifested  the 
same  enthusiasm  as  in  every  other  piece  of  work  he  took  up.  He  interested  himself 
in  getting  together  a  collection  representing  the  methods  of  the  fisheries  and  the 
habits  of  the  fishermen.  Neglecting  neither  the  most  trivial  nor  important  objects, 
branching  out  into  every  collateral  matter,  he  showed  his  grasp  both  of  principles 
and  of  details. 

He  was  United  States  commissioner  to  the  Internationale  Fischerei 
Ausstellung  in  1880  at  Berlin  and  to  the  International  Fisheries  Exposi- 
tion held  at  London  in  1883.  From  circular  order  No.  139,  issued  by 
Commander  J.  J.  Brice,  United  States  Commissioner  of  Fish  and  Fish- 
eries, I  extract  the  following  sentences: 

Doctor  Goode  is  best  known  for  his  researches  and  publications  on  the  fishes  and 
fisheries  of  the  United  States,  on  which  subjects  he  came  to  be  recognized  as  the 
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leading  authority.  .  .  .  He  has  been  one  of  the  most  fruitful  and  valued  con- 
tributors to  the  reports  and  bulletins  of  the  Pish  Commission,  and  in  his  death  the 
fishing  interests  of  the  country  have  sustained  a  severe  loss. 

As  I  have  before  said,  his  connection  with  the  Smithsonian  Institution 
followed  shortly  after  the  acquaintance  with  Professor  Baird,  who  invited 
him  to  spend  the  winter  of  1873  in  Washington  for  the  purpose  of  arrang- 
ing the  ichthyological  specimens  and  with  the  understanding  that  as  a 
payment  for  this  service  he  was  to  be  allowed  to  select  duplicates  for  the 
musetmi  at  Middletown.  At  that  time  he  had  the  title  of  Assistant  Cura- 
tor, which  was  later  changed  to  Curator,  and  although  the  relations  to 
Middletown  continued,  the  ties  with  the  Institution  were  becoming  stronger 
and  stronger.  He  now  met  Professor  Henry  for  the  first  time,  and  became 
one  of  the  small  coterie  of  Smithsonian  men  who  at  that  time  lived  in  the 
Smithsonian  building  and  formed  a  part  of  the  hospitable  household  which 
Professor  Henry  maintained.  In  these  early  days  the  staff  was  an 
extremely  small  one,  being  only  thirteen  persons,  including  honorary 
collaborators  and  subordinates.  Doctor  Goode  threw  himself  into  this 
work  with  uncalculating  devotion.  Professor  Baird's  duties  were  becom- 
ing more  and  more  numerous,  and  after  he  became  Secretary  of  the  Insti- 
tution Doctor  Goode  took  the  Museum  work  upon  his  willing  shoulders. 
In  1 88 1,  when  the  new  Museum  building  was  completed  and  the  United 
States  National  Museum  really  organized,  Mr.  Goode,  then  thirty  years 
of  age,  was  made  Assistant  Director.  In  that  year  he  prepared  a  circular, 
known  as  Circular  No.  i  of  the  National  Museum,  which  set  forth  a 
scheme  of  administration  for  the  Museum  so  comprehensive  in  its  scope, 
so  exact  in  its  details,  so  practical  in  its  ideas  that  it  is  with  but  few 
modifications  still  the  guide  for  the  Museum  vStaff.  On  January  12,  1887, 
Professor  Baird,  whose  health  was  then  failing,  appointed  Mr.  Goode  as 
Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  in  charge  of  the  National 
Museum,  and  from  that  time  until  his  death  he  had  the  fullest  charge  of 
the  entire  administration  of  the  Museum. 

It  is  hard  to  say  whether  Mr.  Goode  was  best  known  as  a  museum 
director  or  a  naturalist.  I,  of  course,  had  more  occasion  to  see  his  work 
from  the  administrative  side.  It  would  be  impossible  to  understand  his 
success  in  this  field  without  thinking  of  the  character  of  the  man,  and 
here  I  may  repeat  what  I  have  said  elsewhere,  that  if  there  was  one 
quality  more  than  another  which  formed  the  basis  of  his  character  it  was 
sincerity — a  sincerity  which  was  the  ground  of  a  trust  and  confidence 
such  as  could  be  instinctively  given  even  from  the  first  only  to  an 
absolutely  loyal  and  truthful  nature. 

I  do  not  know  whether  a  power  of  reading  character  is  more  intuitive 
or  acquired,  but  at  any  rate  without  it  men  may  be  governed,  but  not  in 
harmony,  and  must  be  driven  rather  than  led.  Doctor  Goode  was  in 
this  sense  a  leader,  quite  apart  from  his  scientific  competence.  Every 
member  of  the  force  he  controlled,  not  only  among  his  scientific  asso- 
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dates,  but  down  to  the  humblest  employees  of  the  Museum,  was  an  indi- 
vidual to  him,  with  traits  of  character  which  were  his  own  and  not 
another's,  and  which  were  recognized  in  all  deaUngs,  and  in  this  I  think 
he  was  peculiar,  for  I  have  known  no  man  who  seemed  to  possess  this 
sympathetic  insight  in  such  a  degree,  and  certainly  it  was  one  of  the 
sources  of  his  strength. 

I  shall  have  given,  however,  a  wrong  idea  of  him  if  I  leave  anyone 
under  the  impression  that  this  sympathy  led  to  weakness  of  rule.  He 
knew  how  to  say  ' '  no, ' '  and  said  it  as  often  as  any  other,  and  would  rep- 
rehend, where  occasion  called,  in  terms  the  plainest  and  most  uncompro- 
mising a  man  could  use,  speaking  so  when  he  thought  it  necessary,  even 
to  those  whose  association  was  voluntary,  but  who  somehow  were  not 
alienated  as  they  would  have  been  by  such  censure  from  another.  *  *  He 
often  refused  me  what  I  most  wanted,"  said  one  of  his  staff  to  me;  **  but 
I  never  went  to  sleep  without  having  in  my  own  mind  forgiven  him.*' 

I  have  spoken  of  some  of  the  moral  qualities  which  made  all  rely  upon 
him  and  which  were  the  foundation  of  his  ability  to  deal  with  men.  To 
them  was  joined  that  scientific  knowledge  without  which  he  could  not 
have  been  a  museum  administrator ;  but  even  with  this  knowledge  he 
could  not  have  been  what  he  was,  except  from  the  fact  that  he  loved  the 
Museum  and  its  administration  above  every  other  pursuit,  even,  I  think, 
above  his  own  special  branch  of  biological  science.  He  was  perhaps  a 
man  of  the  widest  interests  I  have  ever  known,  so  that  whatever  he 
was  speaking  of  at  any  moment  seemed  to  be  the  thing  he  knew  best. 
It  was  often  hard  to  say,  then,  what  love  predominated ;  but  I  think 
that  he  had,  on  the  whole,  no  pleasure  greater  than  that  in  his  Museum 
administration,  and  that,  apart  from  his  family  interests  and  joys,  this 
was  the  deepest  love  of  all.  He  refused  advantageous  offers  to  leave  it, 
though  I  ought  to  gratefully  add  here,  that  his  knowledge  of  my  reliance 
upon  him  and  his  unselfish  desire  to  aid  nie  were  also  among  his  deter- 
mining motives  in  remaining.     They  were  natural  ones  in  such  a  man. 

What  were  the  results  of  this  devotion  may  be  comprehensively  seen 
in  the  statement  that  in  the  year  in  which  he  was  first  enrolled  among 
the  officers  of  the  Museum,  the  entries  of  collections  numbered  less  than 
200,000,  and  the  staff,  including  honorary  collatorators  and  all  subordi- 
nates, thirteen  persons,  and  by  comparing  these  early  conditions  with 
what  they  became  under  his  subsequent  management. 

Professor  Baird  at  the  first  was  an  active  manager,  but  from  the  time 
that  he  became  Secretary  of  the  Institution  he  devolved  more  and  more 
of  the  Museum  duties  on  Doctor  Goode,  who  for  nine  years  preceding 
his  death  was  practically  in  entire  charge  of  it.  It  is  strictly  within  the 
truth,  then,  to  say  that  the  changes  which  have  taken  place  in  the  Museum 
in  that  time  are  more  his  work  than  any  other  man's,  and  when  we  find 
that  the  number  of  persons  employed  has  grown  from  thirteen  to  over 
two  hundred,  and  the  number  of  specimens  from  200,000  to  over  3,000,000, 
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and  consider  that  what  the  Museum  now  is,  its  scheme  and  arrangement, 
with  ahnost  all  which  make  it  distinctive,  are  chiefly  Doctor  Goode*s,  we 
have  some  of  the  evidence  of  his  administrative  capacity.  He  was  fitted 
to  rule  and  administer  both  men  and  things,  and  the  Museum  under  his 
management  was,  as  vSome  one  has  called  it,  *  *  A  house  full  of  ideas  and 
a  nursery  of  living  thought.** 

His  success  of  administration  [says  Professor  Osborn]  also  came  partly  from  an 
instinctive  knowledge  of  human  nature.  .  .  .  He  sought  out  the  often  latent  best 
qualities  of  the  men  around  him  and  developed  them.  When  things  were  out  of 
joint  and  did  not  move  his  way,  he  waited  with  infinite  patience  for  the  slow  opera- 
tion of  time  and  common  sense  to  set  them  right.  He  was  singularly  considerate  of 
opinion,  .  .  .  fertile  of  original  ideas  and  suggestions,  full  of  invention  and  of  new 
expedients,  studying  the  best  models  at  home  and  abroad,  but  never  bound  by  any 
traditions  of  system  or  of  classification.  ...  To  all  his  work  also  he  brought 
a  refined  artistic  taste,  shown  in  his  methods  of  printing  and  labeling,  as  well  as  in 
his  encouragement  of  the  artistic,  and,  therefore,  the  truthful  and  realistic  develop- 
ment of  taxidermy  in  the  arrangement  of  natural  groups  of  animals.  To  crown  all, 
like  Baird,  he  entered  into  the  largest  conception  of  the  wide-reaching  responsibili- 
ties of  his  office  under  the  Government,  fully  realizing  that  he  was  not  at  the 
head  of  a  university  or  of  a  metropolitan  museum,  but  of  the  Museum  of  a  great  nation. 
Every  reasonable  request  from  another  institution  met  a  prompt  response.  .  .  . 
Not  the  advancement  of  Washington  science,  but  of  American  science,  was  his 
dominating  idea. 

There  was  no  subject  in  connection  with  the  administration  of  the 
Museum  to  which  he  did  not  at  some  time  or  other  give  his  personal 
attention.  He  had  a  quick  eye  for  color  and  for  form,  understood  the  art 
of  decorating  and  case  building,  and  had  besides  a  special  knowledge  of 
subjects  so  widely  remote  from  his  own  biologic  interests  that  it  is  a 
question  whether  a  new  species  or  a  new  musical  instrument  gave  him 
the  greater  pleasure.  So  fully  could  I  rely  on  his  judgment  in  all  things, 
that  even  in  matters  not  connected  with  the  Museum  I  frequently  sought 
the  benefit  of  his  ad\'ice,  and  this  was  sure  to  be  sound,  whether  it  related 
to  the  typography  or  paper  of  a  new  volume  of  the  publications,  or  to 
some  weighty  question  of  polic}'.  It  is  difficult  to  single  out  from  among 
the  manifold  matters  relating  to  the  Institution  proper  which  were  con- 
fided to  him  one  single  thing.  I  can  not,  however,  but  recall  the  fact  that 
he  seemed  to  me,  both  because  of  the  soundness  of  his  judgment  and  the 
wide  domain  of  science  with  which  he  was  acquainted,  the  fittest  person 
to  place  in  charge  of  the  Hodgkins  award  made  two  years  ago.  To  this 
entire  work,  from  the  time  of  Mr.  Hodgkins' s  gift  downi  to  the  closing 
of  the  award,  Mr.  Goode  gave  unremitting  and  zealous  attention,  having 
served  as  chairman  both  of  the  preliminary  committee  and  the  committee 
on  award. 

The  field  of  natural  histor>%  of  antiquities,  of  art,  of  books,  is  so  vast 
that  a  mere  assemblage  of  objects,  of  books,  of  prints,  of  engravings,  is 
not  in  itself  significant.  Collecting  is  an  art  which  many  essay  but  few 
attain.     Mr.  Goode  was  eminently  a  collector.     As  early  as  1872  we  find 
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him  collecting  the  fishes  of  the  Bermudas,  which  he  worked  up  in  a  cata- 
logue, giving  in  each  case,  in  addition  to  characteristics  previously  noted, 
descriptions  of  the  colors  of  the  fishes  while  living,  notes  on  the  size  and 
proportions,  observations  of  habits,  hints  in  reference  to  the  origin  and 
meaning  of  their  popular  names,  and  notes  upon  modes  of  capture  of 
economic  value.  The  same  careful  method^  of  collection  he  followed  in 
the  subsequent  expeditions  which  he  undertook  in  the  field.  It  was  not 
alone  in  natural  history,  however,  that  this  talent  for  collecting  displayed 
itself.  Every  possible  sort  of  specimen  or  information  which  was  at 
hand  he  collected.  He  would  bring  back  from  every  exposition  which 
he  attended  methodical  collections,  frequently  of  materials  overlooked  by 
others.  Every  visit  to  a  foreign  country  resulted  in  the  bringing  back 
of  a  collection,  not  of  miscellaneous  objects,  but  of  a  series  which  could 
themselves  be  placed  on  exhibition.  These  might  be  musical  instru- 
ments, ecclesiastical  art,  early  printed  books,  medals,  or  ivories,  and  the 
same  taste  and  discrimination  and  good  judgment  were  displayed  in  their 
selection.  He  collected,  however,  not  only  objects,  but  also  words  and 
ideas.  From  the  assembling  of  the  common  names  of  plants  and  animals 
in  America  there  grew  a  large  collection  of  Americanisms,  probably  larger 
than  any  single  collection  published.  Portraits  of  scientific  men,  portraits 
of  Washington  and  Jefferson,  autographs,  Confederate  imprints,  Ameri- 
cana, American  scientific  text-books — these  are  but  a  few  of  the  fields 
in  which  Doctor  Goode  collected. 

He  was  a  naturalist  in  the  broadest  sense  of  that  word,  following  in 
the  footsteps  of  Agassiz  and  Baird. 

He  had  [says  Doctor  Gill]  acquaintance  with  several  classes  of  the  animal  king- 
dom, and  especially  with  the  vertebrates.  He  even  published  several  minor  contri- 
butions on  herpetology,  the  voices  of  crustaceans,  and  other  subjects.  .  .  .  The 
flowering  plants  also  enlisted  much  of  his  attention,  and  his  excursions  into  the  fields 
and  woods  were  enlivened  by  a  knowledge  of  the  objects  he  met  with. 

The  designation  naturalist  [says  Professor  Osborn]  was  one  which  Goode  richly 
earned  and  which  he  held  mOvSt  dear,  and  our  deep  sorrow  is  that  his  activity  as  nat- 
uralist extended  only  over  a  quarter  of  a  century.  .  .  .  As  a  naturalist  Goode  did 
not  close  any  of  the  windows  opening  out  into  nature.  His  breadth  of  spirit  in  public 
affairs  displayed  itself  equally  in  his  methods  of  field  and  sea  work  and  in  the  variety 
of  his  observations  and  writings.  While  fishes  became  his  chief  interest,  he  knew 
all  the  Eastern  sj>ecies  of  birds  after  identifying  and  arranging  the  collection  in  his 
college  museum.  He  loved  plants,  and  in  the  later  years  of  his  life  took  g^eat 
pleasure  in  the  culture  of  the  old-fashioned  garden  around  his  house.  .  .  .  Many 
of  his  briefer  papers  deal  directly  with  the  biological  problems  which  attracted  his 
interest,  especially  among  reptiles  and  fishes,  touching  such  questions  as  migration, 
coloring,  albinism,  mimicry,  parasitism,  feeding  and  breeding  habits,  the  relation  of 
forest  protection  to  the  protection  of  fishes. 

Perhaps  no  one  can  be  a  * '  naturalist ' '  in  the  larger  sense  without 
being  directly  a  lover  of  Nature  and  of  all  natural  sights  and  sounds. 
One  of  his  family  says : 

He  taught  us  all  the  forest  trees,  their  fruits  and  flowers  in  season,  and  to  know 
them  when  bare  of  leaves  by  their  shapes ;   all  the  wayside  shrubs,  and  even  the 
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flowers  of  the  weeds ;  all  tlie  wild  birds  and  their  notes,  and  the  insects.  His  ideal 
of  an  old  age  was  to  have  a  little  place  of  his  own  in  a  mild  climate,  surrounded  by 
his  books  for  rainy  days,  and  friends  who  cared  for  plain  living  and  high  thinking, 
with  a  chance  to  help  someone  poorer  than  he. 

He  was  a  loving  and  quick  obsen^er,  and  in  these  simple,  natural  joys, 
his  studies  were  his  recreations,  and  were  closely  connected  with  his 
literary  pursuits. 

He  was  of  counse  first  and  foremost  an  ichthyologist,  and  this  through 
no  lack  of  sympathy  with  the  larger  field,  but  because  of  the  recognition 
of  the  fact  that  the  larger  field  could  not  be  successfully  covered  by 
one  man. 

His  adherence  to  this  subject  as  a  specialty  was  undoubtedly  deter- 
mined by  his  long  and  intimate  connection  with  the  Fish  Commission 
during  the  period  of  greatest  advancement  in  methods  of  deep-sea  explo- 
ration, the  rich  collections  of  fishes  derived  from  that  source  being  placed  at 
his  command.  The  novelties  of  structure  and  environment  presented  by 
this  material,  ever  increasing  as  the  work  progressed,  proved  an  attraction 
too  strong  to  be  resisted,  even  in  the  face  of  his  varied  official  duties, 
and  caused  him  to  become  distinctively  a  student  of  the  marine  forms. 

His  obser\^ations  were  not  confined  to  any  single  branch  of  the  subject, 
but  were  given  the  widest  latitude  that  his  time  permitted.  He  was  the 
discoverer  of  many  new  and  strange  species  and  an  acknowledged  authority 
on  classification ;  but  he  took  perhaps  the  greatest  interest  in  questions 
regarding  the  geographical  and  bathy metrical  distribution  of  fishes,  a 
field  in  which  his  opportunities  for  investigation  had  been  unexcelled. 
The  color  of  fishes  had  also  been  a  favorite  study  with  him,  and  he  had 
paid  attention  to  many  points  in  their  morphology  and  in  the  functions 
of  special  organs.  He  was  especially  well  versed  in  the  literature  of 
ichthyology  from  the  earliest  times,  and  after  Professor  Baird,  was  the 
most  eminent  exponent  in  this  country  of  the  benefits  to  be  secured 
to  the  practical  fisheries  through  the  application  of  scientific  teachings. 

Doctor  Gill,  in  reviewing  his  scientific  career,  said: 

A  Catalogue  of  the  Fishes  of  the  Bermudas,^  published  in  1876,  furnished  addi- 
tional evidence  of  knowledge  of  the  literature  of  his  subject  and  ability  to  use  it  to 
advantage  in  the  discussion  of  mooted  questions,  and  it  also  evinced  his  power  of 
observation. 

In  the  same  year,  1876,  appeared  another  work  which,  to  a  still  greater  degree, 
rendered  manifest  those  same  mental  chajracteristics.  The  work  was  only  a  cata- 
logue, but  perhaps  from  no  other  publication  can  some  intellectual  qualities  be  so 
readily  and  correctly  gauged  by  a  competent  judge  as  an  elaborate  catalogue.  Powers 
of  analysis  and  synthesis,  and  the  ability  to  weigh  the  relative  values  of  the  material 
at  hand,  may  make  a  "mere  catalogue"  a  valuable  epitome  of  a  collection  and  of  a 
science.     Such  a  production  was  the  Classification  of  the  Collection  to  illustrate  the 


*  Catalogfue  of  the  Fishes  of  the  Bermudas.  Based  chiefly  on  the  collections  of  the 
United  States  National  Museum.  Washington:  Government  Printing  Office,  1876 
(8®,  pp.  (2)  1-82,  Bulletin  United  States  National  Museum,  No.  5). 
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Animal  Resources  of  the  United  States,'  a  work  of  126  pages;  three  years  later  this 
catalogue  served  as  the  basis  for  and  was  elaborated  and  expanded  into  a  large  Cata- 
logue of  the  Collection  to  illustrate  the  Animal  Resources  and  the  Fisheries  of  the 
United  States,"  a  volume  of  351  pages.  These  catalogues  were  for  the  tentative  and 
adopted  arrangement  of  material  exhibited  by  the  Smithsonian  Institution  and  the 
United  States  Fish  Commission  at  the  International  Exhibition,  1876. 

It  was  the  ability  that  was  manifested  in  these  catalogues  and  the  work  incidental 
to  their  preparation  that  especially  arrested  the  attention  of  Professor  Baird  and 
marked  the  author  as  one  well  adapted  for  the  direction  of  a  great  museum.  For 
signal  success  in  such  direction  special  qualifications  are  requisite.  Only  some  of 
them  are  a  mind  well  trained  in  analytical  as  well  as  synthetic  methods,  an  artistic 
sense,  critical  ability,  and  multifarious  knowledge,  but  above  all  the  knowledge  of 
men  and  how  to  deal  with  them.  Perhaps  no  one  has  ever  combined  in  more  har- 
monious proportions,  such  qualifications  than  G.  Brown  Goode.  In  him  the  National 
Museum  of  the  United  States  and  the  world  at  large  have  lost  one  of  the  greatest  of 
museum  administrators. 

As  a  naturalist,  the  attention  of  Doctor  Goode  was  especially  directed  to  and  even 
concentrated  on  the  fishes.  His  memoirs,  contributed  mostly  to  the  Proceedings  of 
the  United  States  National  Museum,  were  numerous  and  chiefly  descriptive  of  new 
species.  (For  many  of  these  he  had,  as  a  collaborator  Doctor  Tarleton  Bean,  then 
the  curator  of  fishes  of  the  United  States  National  Museum. )  Some  of  the  mempirs, 
however,  dealt  with  special  groups,  as  the  Menhaden  (1879),  Ostraciontidae  (1880), 
Carangidae  (1881),  the  Swordfishes  (1881),  and  the  Eel  (1882).  His  monograph  of 
the  Menhaden  {Brevoortia  tyrannus)  contributed  originally  to  the  Report  of  the 
United  States  Commissioner  of  Fisheries 3  and  then  published  as  a  separate  work* — 
a  large  volume  of  nearly  550  pages  and  with  30  plates— is  a  model  of  critical  treat- 
ment of  information  collected  from  all  quarters.  But  his  most  important  contribu- 
tions were  published  as  official  Government  reports  and  were  the  results  of  investiga- 
tions especially  undertaken  for  such  reports.  Especially  noteworthy  were  the 
volumes  comprising  the  results  of  the  census  of  1880. 

The  1880  census  was  planned  and  carried  out  on  an  unusual  scale.  For  the  fish- 
eries the  United  States  Commission  of  Fish  and  Fisheries  cooperated  and  Doctor 
Goode  had  general  charge  of  the  entire  work.     The  assistants  and  special  agents 


'International  Exhibition,  1876.  Board  in  behalf  of  United  States  Executive 
Departments.  Classification  of  the  Collection  to  illustrate  the  Animal  Resources  of 
the  United  States.  A  list  of  substances  derived  from  the  animal  kingdom,  witli 
synopsis  of  the  useful  and  injurious  animals  and  a  classification  of  the  methods 
of  capture  and  utilization.  Washington:  Government  Printing  Office.  1876.  (8° 
pp.  126,  a  Second  edition  with  supplem^.ntary  title  as  Bulletin  No.  6,  United  States 
National  Museum). 

8  International  Exhibition,  1876.  Catalogue  of  the  Collection  to  illustrate  the 
Animal  Resources  and  the  Fisheries  of  the  United  States,  exhibited  at  Philadelphia 
in  1876  by  the  Smithsonian  Institution  and  the  United  States  Fish  Commission,  and 
forming  a  part  of  the  United  States  National  Museum.  Washington:  Government 
Printing  Office.  1879.  (^°i  PP-  35i'  (i) — Bulletin  United  States  National  Museum, 
No.  14). 

3 The  Natural  and  Economical  History  of  the  American  Menhaden.  In  Report 
United  States  Commission  of  Fish  and  Fisheries,  Part  v,  1879,  Appendix  A,  pp.  1-529, 
pis.  i-xxxi  (xxx  canceled),  pp.  194-267  by  Professor  W.  O.  Alwater. 

*  American  Fisheries.  A  Historj^  Of  the  Menhaden  by  G.  Brown  Goode,  with  an 
account  of  the  Agricultural  Uses  of  Fish  by  W.  O.  Atwater.  .  .  .  And  an  intro- 
duction, bringing  the  subject  down  to  date.  Thirty  plates.  New  York:  Orange 
Judd  Company,  1880.     (8°  pp.  x  (i),  iii-xii,  1-529  (i) ;  31  pis.,  pi.  30  canceled). 
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"were  consequently  selected  with  judgment  and  the  results  were  very  valuable. 
The  huge  mass  of  statistics  was  digested  and  condensed  in  seven  large  quarto 
volumes  representing  five  sections  separately  devoted  to  special  branches  of  the 
subject.' 

Doctor  Goode*s  cares  were  mainly  concentrated  on  the  first  section,  treating  of 
the  Natural  History  of  Aquatic  Animals,  which  was  discussed  in  over  900  pages  of 
text  and  illustrated  by  277  plates.  This  work  was  by  far  the  most  complete  survey 
of  the  economical  fishes  of  the  country  that  had  ever  appeared  and  has  since  been 
the  most  prized;  it  led  to  another. 

After  the  appearance  of  the  census  volumes,  Doctor  Goode  was  m^ed  to  prepare  a 
work  for  popular  use.  His  consent  to  do  so  was  followed  by  a  volume,  entitled 
American  Fishes,  A  Popular  Treatise  upon  the  Game  and  Food  Fishes  of  North 
America,"  published  by  the  Standard  Book  Company  of  New  York.  Inasmuch  as 
none  of  the  previous  popular  works  on  the  American  fishes  had  emanated  from  men 
of  scientific  eminence,  it  scarcely  need  be  added  that  the  new  work  had  no  rival  in 
the  field,  so  far  as  accurate  information  and  details  of  habits  were  involved. 

A  short  time  previously  Doctor  Goode  had  also  prepared  the  text  to  accompany  a 
series  of  twenty  large  folio  colored  portraits  by  an  eminent  artist,  Mr.  S.  A.  Kil- 
boume,  of  the  principal  Game  Fishes  of  the  United  States. ^ 

Never  had  investigations  of  the  deep  sea  been  conducted  with  such  assiduity  and 
skill  as  during  the  last  two  decades.  The  chief  honors  of  the  explorations  were 
carried  off  by  the  British  and  American  governments.  As  the  fishes  obtained 
by  the  vessels  of  the  United  States  Fish  Commission  were  brought  in,  they  were 
examined  by  Doctor  Goode  (generally  in  company  with  Doctor  Bean)  and  duly 
described.  At  length  Doctors  Goode  and  Bean  combined  together  data  respecting 
all  the  known  forms  occvuring  in  the  abysmal  depths  of  the  ocean  and  also  those 
of  the  open  sea,  and  published  a  r^sum^  of  the  entire  subject  in  two  large  volumes 
entitled  Oceanic  Ichthyology.* 

This  was  a  fitting  crown  to  the  work  on  which  they  had  been  engaged  so  long 
and  the  actual  publication  only  preceded  Doctor  Goode's  death  by  a  few  weeks. 

But  the  published  volumes  did  not  represent  all  the  work  of  Doctor  Goode  on  the 
abyssalian  fishes.     He  had  almost  completed  an  elaborate  memoir  on  the  distribu- 


'  The  Fisheries  and  Fishery  Industry  of  the  United  States.  Prepared  through  the 
cooperation  of  the  Commissioner  of  Fisheries  and  the  Superintendent  of  the  Tenth 
Censiis.  By  George  Brown  Goode,  Assistant  Director  of  the  United  States  National 
Museum,  and  a  staff  of  associates.  Washington:  Government  Printing  OflBce,  1884 
(-1887,  5  sections  in  7  volumes).  Section  I,  Natin-al  History  of  Aquatic  Animals, 
was  mainly  prepared  by  Doctor  Goode. 

'American  Fishes.  A  Popular  Treatise  upon  the  Game  and  Food  Fishes  of  North 
America,  with  especial  reference  to  habits  and  methods  of  capture,.  By  G.  Brown 
Goode.  "With  numerous  illustrations.  New  York ;  Standard  Book  Company.  1888. 
(8®,  XVI  -|-  496  pp.,  colored  frontispiece. ) 

3  Game  Fishes  of  the  United  States.  By  S.  A.  Kilbourne.  Text  by  G.  Brown  Goode. 
New  York  :  Published  by  Charles  Scribner's  Sons.  1879-1881.  (Folio,  46  pp.,  20 
plates  and  map. — published  in  ten  parts,  each  with  2  plates,  lithographs  in  water 
color,  and  four  page  folio  of  text. ) 

4  Smithsonian  Institution.  United  States  National  Museum.  Special  Bulletin. 
Oceanic  Ichthyology.  A  Treatise  on  the  Deep-sea  and  Pelagic  Fishes  of  the  World, 
based  chiefly  upon  the  collections  made  by  the  steamers  Blake ^  Albatross^  and  Fish 
Hawk  in  the  Northwestern  Atlantic,  with  an  atlas  containing  417  figures,  by  George 
Brown  Goode,  Ph.  D.,  LL.  D.,  and  Tarleton  H.  Bean,  M.  D.,M.  S.  Washington: 
Government  Printing  Office.  1895.  2  vols. ,  4° ;  I,  xxxv  -|-  26*,  553  pp. ;  II,  xxiii  -f  26* 
pp.,  123  pis. 
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tion  of  those  fishes,  and,  contrary  to  the  conclusions  of  former  laborers  in  the  same 
field,  had  recognized  for  them  a  number  of  different  faunal  areas.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  this  may  yet  be  given  to  the  world. 

Morphological  and  descriptive  ichthyology  were  not  cultivated  to  the  exclusion 
of  what  is  regarded  as  more  .practical  features.  In  connection  with  his  official 
duties  as  an  officer  of  the  United  States  Fish  Commission  he  studied  the  subject  of 
piscicultiu^  in  all  its  details.  Among  his  many  contributions  to  the  subject  are  one 
on  The  First  Decade  of  the  United  States  Commission,  its  plan  of  work  and  accom- 
plished results,  scientific  and  economical  (1880),  another  treating  of  the  Epochs  in 
the  History  of  Fish  Culture  (1881),  and  two  encyclopedic  articles — The  Fisheries  of 
the  World  (1882),  and  the  one  entitled  Piscicidture,  in  the  Encyclopedia  Britannica 
(1885). 

The  great  work  of  his  life.  Oceanic  Ichthyology  [says  Doctor  Jordan],  was,  how- 
ever, ¥n4tten  during  the  period  of  his  directorship  of  the  National  Museum,  and  it 
was  published  but  a  month  before  his  death.  Almost  simultaneously  with  this  were 
other  important  publications  of  the  National  Museum,  which  were  his  also  in  a 
sense,  for  they  would  never  have  been  undertaken  except  for  his  urgent  wish  and 
encouragement.  If  a  personal  word  may  be  pardoned.  The  Fishes  of  North  and 
Middle  America,  which  closely  followed  Oceanic  Ichthyology,  would  never  have 
been  written  except  for  my  friend's  repeated  insistence  and  generous  help. 

The  first  recorded  scientific  paper  of  Doctor  Goode  is  a  note  *  On  the  Occurrence  of 
the  Bill-fish  in  fresh  Water  in  the  Connecticut  River.  The  next  is  a  critical  discus- 
sion of  the  answers  to  the  question  Do  Snakes  Swallow  their  Young?  In  this  paper 
he  shows  that  there  is  good  reason  to  believe  that  in  certain  viviparous  snakes,  the 
young  seek  refuge  in  the  stomach  of  the  mother  when  frightened,  and  that  they 
come  out  unharmed  when  the  reason  for  their  retreat  has  passed. 

The  first  of  the  many  technical  and  descriptive  papers  on  fishes  was  the  Catalogue 
of  the  Fishes  of  the  Bermudas,*  published  in  1876.  This  is  a  model  record  of  field 
observations  and  is  one  of  the  best  of  local  catalogues.  Doctor  Goode  retained  his 
interest  in  this  outpost  of  the  great  West  Indian  fauna,  and  from  time  to  time 
recorded  the  various  additions  made  to  his  first  Bermudan  catalogue. 

After  this  followed  a  large  number  of  papers  on  fishes,  chiefly  descriptions  of 
species  or  monographs  of  groups.  The  descriptive  papers  were  nearly  all  written  in 
association  with  his  excellent  friend,  Doctor  Tarleton  H.  Bean,  then  Curator  of  Fishes 
in  the  National  Museum. 

In  monographic  work  Doctor  Goode  took  the  deepest  interest,  and  he  delighted 
especially  in  the  collection  of  historic  data  concerning  groups  of  species.  The 
quaint  or  poetical  features  of  such  work  were  never  overlooked  by  him.  Notable 
among  these  monographs  are  those  of  the  Menhaden,  the  Trunk-fishes,  and  the  Sword- 
fishes. 

The  economic  side  of  science  also  interested  him  more  and  more.  That  scientific 
knowledge  could  add  to  human  wealth  or  comfort  was  no  reproach  in  his  eyes.  In 
his  notable  monograph  of  the  Menhaden  3  the  economic  value  as  food  or  manure  of 
this  plebeian  fish  received  the  careful  attention  which  he  had  given  to  the  problems 

of  pure  science. 

Doctor  Goode's  power  in  organizing  and  coordinating  practical  investigations  was 
shown  in  his  monumental  work  *  on  the  American  Fisheries  for  the  Tenth  Census 


'  American  Naturalist,  V,  p.  487- 

'  Bulletin  No.  5,  United  States  National  Museum. 


i 


3 The  Natural  and  Economical  History  of  the  American  Menhaden.     In  Report  of 
United  States  Commission  of  Fish  and  Fisheries,  Part  5,     Washington,  1879. 

♦The  Fisheries  and  Fishery  Industry  of  the  United  States.     Prepared  through  the 
>peration  of  the  Commissioner  of  Fisheries  and  the  Superintendent  of  the  Tenth 


cooperatlo 

Census,  Washington,  1884. 
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in  1880.  The  preparation  of  the  record  of  the  fisheries  and  associated  aquatic  indus- 
tries was  placed  in  his  hands  by  Francis  A.  Walker,  Superintendent  of  the  Census. 
Under  Doctor  Goode's  direction  skilled  investigators  were  sent  to  every  part  of  the 
coast  and  inland  waters  of  the  country. 

His  American  Fishes,  a  popular  treatise  upon  the  game  and  food  fishes 
of  North  America,  published  in  1888,  is  deserving  of  a  special  mention 
both  because  of  the  charming  literary  style  in  which  it  is  written  as  well 
as  its  scientific  accuracy  and  excellence.  The  wealth  and  aptness  of  the 
chapter  headings  of  this  book  show  that  Mr.  Goode 's  wide  reading  was 
associated  with  everything  which  could  illustrate  his  science  on  the 
literary  side.  He  had  a  knowledge  of  everything  even  remotely  con- 
nected with  his  ichthyological  researches,  from  St.  Anthony's  Sermon 
to  Fishes,  to  the  literature  of  fish  cookery,  while  in  one  of  his  earliest 
papers,  written  at  nineteen,  his  fondness  for  Isaac  Walton  and  his 
familiarity  with  him  are  evident. 

While  never  claiming  the  title  of  anthropologist,  he  was  yet  a  close 
student  of  the  anthropological  and  ethnological  work  in  this  country  and 
abroad,  and  it  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  no  professional  anthropologist 
had  a  higher  ideal  of  what  his  science  might  come  to  be  or  exercised  a 
more  discriminating  criticism  on  its  present  methods  and  conditions  than 
did  Doctor  Goode.  He  was,  moreover,  not  only  interested  in  the  bio- 
logical problems  of  the  anthropologist,  but  in  technology  and  the  history 
of  art.  The  history  of  human  invention  and  archaeology  were  equally  in 
his  mind,  and  his  suggestiveness  in  each  of  these  fields  could  be  attested 
by  all  of  the  anthropologists  with  whom  he  came  in  contact. 

It  would  be  diflficult  [says  Professor  Mason]  to  find  among  those  who  are  pro- 
fessional anthropologists  a  man  who  had  a  more  exalted  idea  of  what  this  science 
ought  to  be.  There  is  not,  perhaps,  another  distinguished  scholar  who  has  endeav- 
ored to  collect  into  one  great  anthropological  scheme  all  of  the  knowledge  of  all 
men  in  all  ages  of  the  world  and  in  all  stages  of  culture. 

Doctor  Goode  was  peculiarly  related  to  the  management  of  expositions 
and  did  more  than  any  other  person  in  America  to  engraft  upon  them 
museum  ideas  and  widen  their  scope  from  the  merely  commercial  and 
industrial  to  the  educational  and  scientific. 

His  first  experience  in  this  field  was  in  1876,  at  the  Centennial  Exhi- 
bition held  in  Philadelphia.  Professor  Baird  was  in  charge  of  the  exhibits 
of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  and  Fish  Commission,  and  being  much 
occupied  at  the  time  with  other  matters,  the  greater  part  of  the  installa- 
tion and  other  work  connected  with  the  exhibit  was  placed  under  the 
immediate  supervision  of  Mr.  Goode.  The  work  done  by  the  Smithso- 
nian and  Government  departments  at  this  exhibition  was  pioneer  work, 
it  being  the  first  international  exhibition  in  which  the  United  States  Gov- 
ernment was  engaged.  It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  the  arrangement 
of  the  Smithsonian  exhibit  at  Philadelphia  was  the  model  on  which  all 
subsequent  exhibits  of  the  kind  were  based,  and  that  the  classification, 
the  installation,  and  the  arrangetiiinl  liave  had  a  lasting  influence  on 
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exhibition  work  everywhere.  But  every  administrative  activity  of  this 
sort  was  sure  to  result  in  some  literary  product,  so  that  we  find  in  1876 
Mr.  Goode  published  A  Classification  of  the  Collections  to  illustrate  the 
Animal  Resources  of  the  United  States:  A  list  of  substances  derived 
from  the  animal  kingdom,  with  synopsis  of  the  useful  and  injurious  ani- 
mals, and  a  classification  of  the  methods  of  capture  and  utilization.  This 
work  was  afterwards  pubHshed  in  an  enlarged  form  as  a  bulletin  of  the 
National  Museum. 

His  services  as  commissioner  for  the  United  States  Government  at  the 
Fisheries  Exhibition  of  Berlin  in  1880  and  London  in  1883  have  already 
been  alluded  to.  These,  too,  resulted  in  several  articles  in  German  and  in 
a  bulletin  of  the  Museum,  while  several  addresses  and  papers  delivered 
at  the  Conferences  of  the  International  Fisheries  Exhibition  in  London 
were  published  in  the  papers  of  the  conferences,  and  full  reports  were 
made  by  Doctor  Goode  on  his  return  to  this  country  and  published  at 
the  Government  Printing  Office. 

He  was  the  representative  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  at  all  the 
subsequent  exhibitions  held  in  this  country — Louisville,  1884;  New 
Orleans,  1885;  Cincinnati,  1888;  Chicago,  1893,  ^^^  Atlanta,  1895 — 
serving  also  as  a  commissioner  and  for  a  time  acting  Commissioner-Gen- 
eral to  the  Columbian  Exposition  held  at  Madrid  in  1892. 

The  exhibits  made  under  his  direction  were  never  repetitions.  Each 
one  contained  new  material  never  shown  before,  and  exhibited  the  prog- 
ress of  the  Institution  and  Museum,  as  well  as  the  advances  made  in 
the  arts  of  taxidermy,  installation,  and  labeling.  Mr.  Goode,  too, 
always  bore  in  mind  the  local  interest,  and  endeavored  to  show  speci- 
mens and  materials  which  would  be  instructive  to  persons  residing  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  place  at  which  the  exposition  was  held.  Thus  at 
Cincinnati  objects  were  prominent  which  related  to  the  Ohio  Valley,  for 
Madrid  he  prepared  an  exhibit  to  illustrate  the  conditions  of  human  and 
animal  life  in  America  at  the  time  of  the  Spanish  discovery,  whilst  at 
Atlanta  especial  stress  was  laid  on  showing  the  fauna,  flora,  archaeology, 
and  mineral  resources  of  the  South  Atlantic  States.  He  prepared  the 
report  on  the  Madrid  Exposition,  and  at  the  request  of  the  Government 
Commission  drew  up  a  provisional  classification  for  the  Chicago  Expo.si- 
tion,  which,  while  not  formally  accepted,  was  used  throughout  in  the 
official  classification,  many  pages  being  copied  without  a  change.  For 
the  Chicago,  as  well  as  the  Atlanta  Exposition,  he  prepared  a  carefully 
written  catalogue,  and  for  the  latter  an  excellently  condensed  sketch  of 
the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

Nowhere  were  Mr.  Goode 's  administrative  talents  more  vStrongly 
shown  than  in  an  exhibition.  The  plans  of  the  floor  space,  the  cases, 
the  specimens  were  all  carefully  arranged  in  advance.  Boxes  were 
especially  made  of  lumber  which  could  be  utilized  for  cases  or  platforms. 
Cases  were  marked,  and  not  very  long  before  the  opening  of  the  exposi- 
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tion  the  entire  mass  would  be  deposited  on  the  bare  space  assigned  to 
the  Smithsonian  exhibit.  Usually  other  exhibitors  had  their  material 
half  arranged  by  this  time,  and  the  fear  was  expressed  by  sympathetic 
bystanders  that  the  Smithsonian  would  not  be  ready.  The  cases  would 
be  unpacked  and  the  specimens  put  in  them  in  whatever  position  they 
happened  to  stand,  and  up  to  the  last  day  all  would  seem  to  be  in  con- 
fusion; but  Doctor  Goode  knew  liis  resources  and  his  men  as  a  general 
knows  his  army.  Suddenly  all  detailed  work  would  come  to  an  end, 
and  in  the  course  of  a  few  hours,  as  if  by  magic,  the  entire  exhibit  would 
be  put  in  place.  He  had  a  pardonable  pride  in  this  sort  of  generalship, 
for  whether  at  Chicago  or  Atlanta  it  had  never  failed  him,  and  it  earned 
the  highest  encomiums  at  BerHn,  London,  and  Madrid. 

Doctor  Goode' s  services  at  these  various  expositions  were  recognized 
by  diplomas  and  medals,  and  from  the  Spanish  Government  he  received 
the  order  of  Isabella  the  Catholic,  with  the  grade  of  commander. 

I  have  already  spoken  of  Mr.  Goode' s  administrative  qualities  as  shown 
in  his  management  of  the  National  Museum ;  but  his  contributions  to 
museum  administration  and  the  history  of  museums  were  not  confined  to 
his  own  work.  From  all  parts  of  America  and  even  as  far  distant  as 
Australia  his  opinion  was  sought  with  regard  to  the  plans  for  museum 
buildings  as  well  as  on  minor  matters  of  installation.  All  requests  for 
such  information  and  advice  were  fully  answered  in  minute  detail. 

It  was  into  his  papers  on  museums  that  some  of  his  best  thoughts  went, 
and  it  was  there  that  we  find  epigrammatic  statements  which  are  con- 
stantly quoted  by  all  interested  in  the  matter. 

The  first  paper  by  him  on  this  subject  appeared  in  the  College  Argus, 
March  22,  187 1.  It  was  entitled  Our  Museum,  and  was  a  description  of 
the  collection  in  Judd  Hall.  This  article  indicated  plainly  the  museum 
instinct,  for  it  was  largely  intended  to  make  known  the  deficiencies  in 
the  collection,  and  pointed  out  how  students  and  professors  could  make 
these  good  on  their  summer  excursions.  He  also  pubUshed  a  guide  to 
this  museum. 

In  1888  he  read  before  the  American  Historical  Association  a  paper 
entitled  Museum  History  and  Museums  of  History.  Here  he  traced 
the  growth  of  the  museum  idea  from  the  beginning  down  to  the  present 
time,  repeating  his  now  oft-quoted  phrase,  "An  efl5cient  educational 
museum  may  be  described  as  a  collection  of  instructive  labels,  each  illus- 
trated by  a  well-selected  specimen. ' '  Atlases  of  ethnological  portraits 
and  works  like  those  of  Audubon  he  described  as  **not  books,  but 
museum  specimens,  masquerading  in  the  dress  of  books.*' 

Even  more  forcible  was  a  lecture  delivered  before  the  Brooklyn  Insti- 
tute in  1889,  entitled  Museums  of  the  Future.  "The  museum  of  the 
past,"  he  wrote,  "must  be  set  aside,  reconstructed,  transformed  from  a 
cemetery  of  bric-a-brac  into  a  nursery  of  living  thoughts. "...  "  The 
people's  museum  should  be  much  more  than  a  house  full  of  specimens 
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in  glass  cases.  It  should  be  a  house  full  of  ideas,  arranged  with  the 
strictest  attention  to  system.'*  .  .  .  '*A  finished  museum  is  a  dead 
museum,  and  a  dead  museum  is  a  useless  museum.*' 

Most  noteworthy,  however,  was  his  paper  contributed  to  the  Museums 
Association  of  Great  Britain  in  1895,  entitled  The  Principles  of  Museum 
Administration.  This  was  a  carefully  prepared  codification  of  **the 
accepted  principles  of  museum  administration,*'  which  Mr.  Goode  hoped 
would  '*be  the  cause  of  much  critical  discussion."  The  ideas  were 
presented  in  the  form  of  aphorisms  and  were  exceptionally  clear  cut, 
ending  with  the  assertion  that  **the  degree  of  ci\'ilization  to  which  any 
nation,  city,  or  province  has  attained  is  best  shown  by  the  character  of 
its  public  museums  and  the  liberality  with  which  they  are  maintained." 

This  paper  was  warmly  welcomed  by  museum  experts,  many  of 
whom  testified  by  their  letters  the  interest  they  had  in  the  clear  pre- 
sentation of  the  principles  which  should  guide  the  museum  administrator. 
At  the  1896  meeting  of  the  same  association  Mr.  Bather  said :  *'  When  I 
read  the  magnificently  exhaustive  address  by  Doctor  G.  Brown  Goode, 
published  in  our  last  report,  it  was  manifest  that  all  the  ideas  I  had  ever 
had  were  anticipated  in  that  masterly  production ; ' '  whilst  an  obituary 
note  in  the  same  volume  says,  **  His  early  death  is  a  great  loss,  not  only 
to  the  United  States  Museum,  but  to  museums  in  general,  for  he  took  a 
deep  and  active  interest  in  all  things  affecting  their  development  and 
well-being." 

The  Manchester  Guardian,  September  20,  1896,  says: 

He  was  a  recognized  authority  on  all  matters  affecting  museum  administration, 
and  in  this  capacity  he  last  year  wrote  a  paper  on  the  principles  of  museum  manage- 
ment and  economy,  which  was  brought  before  the  annual  congress  of  tlie  Museums 
Association  at  Newcastle,  and  has  since  attracted  much  attention  as  an  admirable 
exposition  of  the  general  theory  of  administration  applicable  to  museum  work  in  all 
its  branches.  It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  Doctor  Goode's  definition  of  a  umseum  is 
an  institution  for  the  preserv^ation  of  those  objects  which  best  illustrate  the  phenom- 
ena of  nature  and  the  works  of  man,  and  the  utilization  of  tliese  for  the  increase  of 
knowledge  and  for  the  culture  and  enlightenment  of  the  people.  In  this  spirit 
Doctor  Goode  worked,  and  he  not  only  achieved  much  in  his  own  country,  but  was 
also  ever  ready  to  cordially  cooperate  with  foreign  kindred  institutions,  especially 
those  in  England,  for  the  advancement  of  museum  work  as  a  means  of  education. 

These  activities  would  have  been  sufficient  for  an  ordinary  man,  but  in 
addition  he  was  the  historian  of  American  science. 

In  1886  he  delivered,  as  president  of  the  Biological  Society  of  Wash- 
ington, an  address  entitled  The  Beginnings  of  Natural  Histor>^  in  Amer- 
ica, tracing  it  from  Thomas  Harriott,  who  came  to  this  country  in  1585, 
reciting  the  scientific  labors  of -Captain  John  Smith,  John  Ray,  Thomas 
Jefferson,  and  a  host  of  others.  The  spirit  which  actuated  this  address 
is  well  illustrated  in  the  following  paragraph: 

It  seems  to  me  unfortunate,  therefore,  that  we  should  allow  the  value  of  the  labors 
of  owx  predecessors  to  be  depreciated,  or  to  refer  to  the  naturalists  of  the  last  century 
as  belonging  to  the  unscientific  or  the  archaic  period.     It  has  been  frequently  said 
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by  naturalists  that  there  was  no  science  in  America  until  after  the  beginning  of  the 
present  century.  This  is,  in  one  sense,  true,  in  another,  very  false.  There  were 
then,  it  is  certain,  many  men  equal  in  capacity,  in  culture,  in  enthusiasm,  to  the 
naturalists  of  to-day,  who  were  giving  careful  attention  to  the  study  of  precisely  the 
same  phenomena  of  nature.  The  misfortune  of  the  men  of  science  of  1785  was  that 
they  had  three  generations  fewer  of  scientific  predecessors  than  have  we. 

This  address  he  followed  up  by  a  second,  entitled  The  Beginnings  of 
American  Science.  The  Third  Century,  delivered  in  1887,  also  before  the 
Biological  Society.  He  divided  the  period  from  1782  to  1888  into  three 
periods,  which  he  called  after  the  names  of  Jefferson,  Silliman,  and 
Agassiz. 

Continuing  along  this  same  line,  he  contributed  to  the  American  His- 
torical Association,  in  ^890,  a  paper  on  The  Origin  of  the  National  Scien- 
tific and  Educational  Institutions  of  the  United  States. 

The  material  contained  in  these  various  papers  was  summed  up  in  an 
unpublished  work  entitled  What  has  been  done  for  Science  in  America, 
1492-1892,  which  illustrates  in  an  interesting  way  the  development  of 
Doctor  Goode' s  mind,  for  in  this  study  as  much  attention  is  given  to 
astronomy,  physics,  and  even  comparative  philology  as  is  paid  to  nattu*al 
history.  Parallel  with  this  work  may  be  mentioned  a  collection  of  por- 
traits of  almost  every  scientific  man  of  importance  mentioned  in  any  of 
these  four  essays.  Besides  these,  he  wrote  an  article  in  the  Science 
News,  1878,  entitled  The  earliest  American  Naturalist,  Thomas 
Harriott. 

He  was  greatly  interested  in  American  history,  a  close  student  of  the 
writings  of  the  fathers — more  especially  of  Washington  and  Jefferson — 
and  an  enthusiastic  investigator  of  Virginia  history,  for  which  he  had 
assembled  a  great  mass  of  original  material.  He  was  especially  interested 
in  the  study  of  institutional  history,  which  he  thought  approximated 
most  nearly  to  the  scientific  method.  It  is  more  than  likely  that  this 
interest  grew  out  of  his  studies  in  genealogy,  the  most  splendid  result  of 
which  is  his  Virginia  Cousins,  though  a  great  mass  of  material,  still 
unpublished,  attests  the  fact  that  these  genealogical  collections  were 
intended  to  cover  the  South  and  to  serve  as  a  contribution  to  Southern 
history.  He  relates  in  the  prologue  to  his  Virginia  Cousins  that  his 
interest  in  the  Goode  family  tree  was  awakened  in  him  by  his  father  at 
the  age  of  twelve. 

The  significance  of  genealogical  studies  for  American  history  he  recog- 
nizes in  the  following  words:  **  The  time  is  coming  when  the  sociologist 
and  the  historian  will  make  an  extensive  use  of  the  facts  so  laboriously 
gathered  and  systematically  classified  by  genealogists,  and  it  is  probable 
that  this  can  be  better  done  in  the  United  States  than  elsewhere;'*  and 
again,  **  One  of  the  elements  of  satisfaction  in  genealogical  study  legiti- 
mately arises  from  the  success  of  our  attempts  to  establish  personal  rela- 
tions with  past  ages  and  to  be  able  to  people  our  minds  with  the  images 
of  our  forefathers  as  they  lived  two,  three,  four  hundred  years  ago." 
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But  there  was  a  scientific  interest  which  attached  to  this  work,  as  well 
as  an  historical  one,  for  Doctor  Goode  was  a  strong  believer  in  heredity, 
and  he  was  profoundly  impressed  with  the  idea  that  man's  capabilities 
and  tendencies  were  to  be  explained  by  the  characteristics  of  the  men 
and  women  whose  blood  flowed  through  their  veins. 

This  idea,  too,  is  brought  out  strongly  in  his  biographical  work, 
nowhere  more  strongly  than  in  his  biographies  of  Henry,  Baird,  and 
Langley  (almost  the  last  w6rk  he  ever  did)  for  the  Smithsonian  Memo- 
rial Volume,  and  it  is  carefully  worked  out  in  an  elaborate  plan  of  a 
biography  of  Professor  Baird,  which  would  probably  have  been  the  next 
literary  work  he  would  have  undertaken  had  his  Ufe  been  spared. 

He  was  greatly  interested  in  bibliography,  his  methods  in  this  work 
being  most  exact.  He  published  bibliographies  of  Spencer  Fullerton 
Baird,  Charles  Girard,  PhiUp  Lutley  Sclater,  and  had  under  way  bibli- 
ographies of  Theodore  Gill  and  David  Starr  Jordan. 

A  gigantic  work  in  the  same  line  [says  Dr.  Gill]  had  been  projected  by  him  and 
most  of  the  materials  collected;  it  was  no  less  than  a  complete  bibliography  of 
Ichthyologfy,  including  the  names  of  all  genera  and  species  published  as  new.  In 
no  way  may  Ichthyology,  at  least,  more  feel  the  loss  of  Goode  than  in  the  loss  of 
the  complete  bibliography. 

Mr.  Goode  was  a  student  of  the  history  of  the  scientific  societies,  and 
was  himself  deeply  interested  in  their  welfare.  In  all  the  Washington 
scientific  societies  he  was  an  active  member,  serving  as  president  both  of 
the  Biological  Society  and  the  Philosophical  Society,  before  which  he 
delivered  notable  addresses  on  the  history  of  American  science.  He 
also  belonged  to  the  Anthropological  and  Geographic  societies  of  Wash- 
ington and  stoutly  maintained  the  traditions  of  all  these.  He  was  elected 
a  member  of  the  National  Academy  of  Sciences  in  1888,  was  for  many 
years  a  member  of  the  Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Science,  being 
elected  vice-president  of  the  zoological  section  last  summer,  a  few  days 
before  his  death.  He  was  a  member  of  the  American  Philosophical 
Society,  of  the  American  Society  of  Naturalists,  and  a  Fellow  of  the 
American  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  and  among  foreign  societies  he 
had  been  honored  by  election  to  the  Soci6t6  des  Amis  des  Sciences  Nat- 
urelles  de  Moscou,  Societd  Zoologique  de  France,  Zoological  Society  of 
London,  and  the  Socidtd  Scientifique  du  Chile. 

He  seemed  to  regard  historical  and  patriotic  societies  with  an  equal 
interest,  being  a  member  of  the  council  of  the  American  Historical 
Association  and  a  member  of  the  Virginia  Historical  Society,  and  the 
Columbian  Historical  Society  of  Washington,  and  of  the  newly  formed 
Southern  Historical  Society.  His  work  in  connection  with  the  hereditar>^ 
and  patriotic  societies  was  so  especially  near  to  him  as  to  demand  an 
unusual  mention.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Sons  of  the 
American  Revolution  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  holding  the  ofl&ces  of 
vice-president-general  and  registrar-general  in  the  national  society,  and  at 
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the  time  of  his  death  of  president  in  the  local  society.  He  stimulated 
this  society  to  issue  historical  publications,  and  saw  a  number  through  the 
press  himself.  A  society  known  as  the  Sons  of  the  Revolution  having 
been  founded  with  somewhat  similar  aims,  Mr.  Goode  joined  this  organi- 
zation with  the  avowed  purpose  of  bringing  them  together.  In  this  society 
he  held  the  oflSce  of  vice-president.  He  was  lieutenant-governor  of  the 
Society  of  Colonial  Wars  of  the  District  of  Columbia.  He  gave  constant 
advice  to  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution  during  the  period 
of  their  organization,  and  was  instrumental  in  having  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts present,  as  a  home  for  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolu- 
tion in  Georgia,  its  building  at  the  Atlanta  Exposition,  which  was  a  copy 
of  the  old  Craigie  house  in  Cambridge,  once  occupied  by  Washington 
as  his  headquarters,  and  later  the  residence  of  Longfellow.  The  success 
of  this  effort  gave  him  special  pleasure,  for  he  regarded  it  as  one  of  the 
means  for  promoting  friendliness  between  the  people  of  New  England 
and  the  people  of  the  South. 

Although  these  numerous  duties  and  activities  would  seem  to  have  been 
more  than  enough  for  any  single  man,  Mr.  Goode  did  not  stop  here. 
Every  scientific  activity  of  the  Government  had  at  some  time  or  other 
the  advantage  of  his  wise  counsel  and  his  active  cooperation.  His  public 
duties  outside  of  the  Smithsonian  in  connection  with  the  Department  of 
State,  the  Fish  Commission,  the  census,  and  the  various  expositions 
abroad  at  which  he  represented  his  Government  I  have  already  alluded 
to;  but  he  was  possessed  of  a  higher  order  of  patriotism  which  even 
this  service  did  not  satisfy.  Mr.  William  L.  Wilson,  Regent  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution,  lately  Postmaster-General  of  the  United  States, 
and  president  of  Washington  and  Lee  University,  says : 

He  was  a  richly  endowed  man,  first,  with  that  capacity  and  that  resistless  bent 
toward  the  work  in  which  he  attained  his  great  distinction  that  made  it  a  perennial 
delight  to  him;  but  he  was  scarcely  less  richly  endowed  in  his  more  unpretending 
and  large  human  sympathies,  and  it  was  this  latter  that  distinguished  him  as  a 
citizen  and  a  historian. 

As  a  citizen  he  was  full  of  patriotic  American  enthusiasm.  He  understood,  as  all 
must  understand  who  look  with  seriousness  upon  the  great  problems  that  confront  a 
free  people  and  who  measure  the  difEcuhies  of  those  problems — he  understood  that 
at  least  one  preparation  for  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  American  citizenship  was 
the  general  education  of  the  people,  and  so  he  advocated  as  far  as  possible  bringing 
within  the  reach  of  all  the  people  not  only  the  opportunities  but  the  attractions 
and  the  incitements  to  intellectual  living. 

Doctor  Goode,  with  the  quick  and  warm  sympathies  of  the  man  and  of  the  histo- 
rian, seems  to  have  felt  that  he  could  do  no  greater  service  to  the  people  of  his  day 
and  generation  and  to  his  country  than  in  the  most  attractive  and  concrete  way,  if  I 
may  so  express  it,  to  lead  the  young  men  of  this  country  to  the  study  of  the  history 
of  the  past,  to  the  deeds  and  the  writings  of  the  great  men  to  whom  we  owe  the 
foundation  and  the  perpetuation  of  our  institutions. 

He  was  greatly  interested  in  the  establishment  of  a  national  university, 
and  in  1891  read  a  paper  in  Philadelphia,  afterwards  printed  in  the 
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magazine  Lend  a  Hand,  edited  by  Edward  Everett  Hale,  entitled  Wash- 
ington's University  the  Nation's  Debt  of  Honor.  In  this  article  he 
computed  that  the  bequest  of  Washington  to  the  United  States  for  a 
national  imiversity  would,  at  compound  interest,  amount,  in  1892,  to 
$4,100,000,  and  he  proposed  that  the  National  Government  should 
restore  this  sum  as  the  nucleus  of  the  endowment  for  the  National 
University.  He  acted  as  secretary  of  the  executive  committee,  of  which 
the  Chief  Justice  was  chairman,  wliich  was  laboring  to  this  end,  and 
spared  no  efiFort  to  bring  it  to  a  successful  conclusion. 

Another  project  in  which  he  was  interested  and  for  which  he  labored 
was  a  movement  to  fully  open  French  universities  to  American  students. 
His  interest  was  excited  in  this  movement  because  he  thought  that 
American  science  was  becoming  one-sided,  owing  to  the  fact  that  all  of 
the  students  who  went  abroad  visited  German  universities.  Of  the 
American  committee,  which,  in  cooperation  with  the  French  committee, 
had  this  matter  in  charge.  Doctor  Goode  was  the  secretary,  and  he  had 
the  satisfaction  of  seeing  this  project  brought  to  a  successful  issue  before 
his  death. 

He  had  a  strong  interest  in  literature,  and  wrote  in  an  excellent  Eng- 
lish style — clear,  direct,  and  unpretentious.  I  have  never  met  a  mind  in 
touch  with  more  far-away  and  disconnected  points  than  his,  nor  one  of 
the  same  breadth  and  variety  of  writing,  outside  of  the  range  of  his  own 
specialty.  He  had  fine  aesthetic  tastes  and  derived  keen  enjoyment  from 
everything  that  was  beautiful  in  nature  or  in  art.  He  knew  all  natural 
sights  and  sounds,  and  recognized  the  note  of  every  bird.  He  knew 
good  pictures  and  good  prints,  was  familiar  with  all  the  processes  of 
graphic  arts,  and  a  good  judge  of  them,  both  on  the  technical  and  the 
artistic  side.  He  loved  a  beautifully  printed  book  and  an  artistic  bind- 
ing. All  these  tastes  he  utilized  in  the  publications  which  he  wrote  or 
edited.  The  work  which  he  had  in  hand  at  the  time  of  his  death  and  to 
which  he  devoted  so  much  loving  care,  the  History  of  the  First  Half 
Century  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  he  aimed  to  make  the  expression 
of  all  these  tastes.  To  no  writing  which  he  ever  did,  did  he  bring  a 
higher  literary  expression  than  to  the  pages  which  he  prepared  for  this 
book.  He  was  at  infinite  trouble  in  discussing  such  matters  as  the  form 
of  the  page,  the  style  of  the  type,  the  quality  of  the  paper,  the  initial 
letters,  the  headlines  and  illustrations,  and  the  binding,  and  when  he 
discussed  any  of  these  points  with  the  expert  craftsmen  his  knowledge 
of  the  details  was  as  full  as  their  own. 

In  spite  of  ill  health  and  suflFering,  his  overwrought  nervous  system, 
and  his  occasional  severe  mental  depression,  he  never  allowed  himself  to 
take  a  cynical  view  of  human  nature.  He  was  a  man  who  loved  his 
fellow-men,  and  to  whom  that  love  was  repaid  with  a  warmth  to  a  degree 
rare  in  this  day.  He  made  all  other  men's  concerns  his  own.  He  sent 
notes  and  suggestions  to  hundreds  of  scientific  men,  whose  work  profited 
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thereby,  and  in  the  large  circle  of  friends  he  had,  scarcely  one  did  not  at 
one  time  or  other  come  to  Mr.  Goode  for  advice  and  sympathy  upon  his 
own  private  affairs.  He  was  an  intensely  loyal  American  patriot,  ever 
careful  that  nothing  should  be  said  or  done  that  should  in  anyway  reflect 
upon  his  country.  He  was  especially  devoted  to  Virginia  and  never  hap- 
pier than  when  he  could  spend  a  few  days  on  her  soil,  looking  over  a 
historic  house  or  copying  some  of  the  records  which  he  hoped  to  turn  to 
advantage  in  his  historical  studies. 

**  He  is  remembered, '*  says  Doctor  Dall,  **  as  one  never  weary  of  well- 
doing ;  who  reached  the  heights,  though  ever  aiming  higher ;  whose 
example  stimulated  and  whose  history  will  prove  a  lasting  inspiration." 

*'As  a  public-spirited  naturalist,'*  says  Professor  Osbom,  **he  leaves  us 
the  tender  memory  and  the  noble  example,  which  helps  us  and  will  help 
many  coming  men  into  the  higher  conception  of  duty  in  the  service  and 
promotion  of  the  truth.  We  can  not  forget  his  smile  nor  his  arm  passing 
through  the  arm  of  his  friend. '  * 

I  have  never  known  a  more  perfectly  sincere  and  loyal  character  than 
Doctor  Goode's,  or  a  man  who,  with  better  judgment  of  other  men  or 
greater  ability  in  molding  their  purposes  to  his  own,  used  these  powers 
to  such  uniformly  disinterested  ends,  so  that  he  could  maintain  the  dis- 
cipline of  a  great  establishment  like  the  National  Museum  while  still 
retaining  the  personal  affection  of  every  subordinate. 

I  have  scarcely  alluded  to  his  family  life,  for  of  his  home  we  are  not 
to  speak  here,  further  than  to  say  that  he  was  eminently  a  domestic 
man,  findiiig  the  highest  joys  that  life  brought  him  with  his  family  and 
children. 

He  has  gone ;  and  on  the  road  where  we  are  all  going  there  has  not 
preceded  us  a  man  who  Hved  more  for  others,  a  truer  man,  a  more  loyal 
friend. 
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The  true  significance  of  the  word  museum  may  perhaps  best  be 
brought  to  our  apprehension  by  an  allusion  to  the  ages  which  preceded 
its  origin — when  our  ancestors,  hundreds  of  generations  removed,  were 
in  the  midst  of  those  great  migrations  which  peopled  Europe  with  races 
originally  seated  farther  to  the  east. 

It  has  been  well  said  that  the  story  of  early  Greece  is  the  first  chapter 
in  the  history  of  the  political  and  intellectual  life  of  Europe. 

To  the  history  of  Greece  let  us  go  for  the  origin  of  the  museum  idea, 
which  in  its  present  form  seems  to  have  found  its  only  congenial  home 
among  the  European  offshoots  of  the  Indo- Germanic  division  of  the 
world's  inhabitants. 

Museums,  in  the  language  of  ancient  Greece,  were  the  homes  of  the 
muses.  The  first  were  in  the  groves  of  Parnassus  and  Helicon,  and  later 
they  were  temples  in  various  parts  of  Hellas.  Soon,  however,  the  mean- 
ing of  the  word  changed,  and  it  was  used  to  describe  a  place  of  study,  or 
a  school.  Athenaeus  described  Athens  in  the  second  century  as  '  *  the 
museum  of  Greece,'*  and  the  name  of  museum  was  definitely  applied  to 
that  portion  of  the  palace  of  Alexandria  which  was  set  apart  for  the  study 
of  the  sciences,  and  which  contained  the  famous  Alexandrian  library. 
The  museum  of  Alexandria  was  a  great  university,  the  abiding  place  of 
men  of  science  and  letters,  who  were  divided  into  many  companies  or 
colleges,  and  for  whose  support  a  handsome  revenue  was  allotted. 

The  Alexandrian  museum  was  destroyed  in  the  days  of  Caesar  and 
Aurelian,  and  the  term  museum,  as  applied  to  a  great  pubHc  institution, 
dropped  out  of  use  from  the  fourth  to  the  seventeenth  century.  The 
disappearance  of  a  word  is  an  indication  that  the  idea  for  which  it  stood 
has  also  fallen  into  disfavor;  and  such,  indeed,  was  the  fact.  The  his- 
tory of  museum  and  library  run  in  parallel  lines.  It  is  not  until  the 
development  of  the  arts  and  sciences  has  taken  place,  until  an  extensive 
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written  literature  has  grown  up,  and  a  distinct  literary  and  scientific 
class  has  been  developed,  that  it  is  possible  for  the  modern  library  and 
museum  to  come  into  existence.  The  museum  of  the  present  is  more  dis- 
similar to  its  old-time  representative  than  is  our  library  to  its  prototype. 
There  were  in  the  remote  past  galleries  of  pictures  and  sculpture,  as 
well  as  so-called  museums.  Public  collections  of  paintings  and  statuary 
were  founded  in  Greece  and  Rome  at  a  very  early  day.  There  was  a 
gallery  of  paintings  (Pinacotheca)  in  one  of  the  marble  halls  of  the  pro- 
pylaeum  at  Athens,  and  in  Rome  there  were  lavish  public  displays  of 
works  of  art.  M.  Dezobry,  in  his  Rome  in  the  Time  of  Augustus,  has 
described  this  phase  of  Latin  civilization  in  the  first  century  before 
Christ: 

For  many  years  [remarks  one  of  his  characters]  the  taste  for  paintings  has  been 
extending  in  a  mOvSt  extraordinary  manner.  In  former  times  they  were  only  to  be 
found  in  the  temples,  where  they  were  placed  less  for  purposes  of  ornament  than 
as  an  act  of  homage  to  the  gods ;  now  they  are  everj'where,  not  only  in  temples,  in 
private  houses,  and  in  public  halls,  but  also  on  outside  walls,  exposed  freely  to  air 
and  sunlight.  Rome  is  one  great  picture  gallery ;  the  Forum  of  Augustus  is  gor- 
geous with  paintings,  and  they  may  be  seen  also  in  the  Forum  of  Caesar,  in  the 
Roman  Forum,  under  the  peristyles  of  many  of  the  temples,  and  especially  in  the 
porticos  used  for  public  promenades,  some  of  which  are  literally  filled  with  them. 
Thus  everybody  is  enabled  to  enjoy  them,  and  to  enjoy  them  at  all  hours  of  the 
day. 

The  public  men  of  Rome,  at  a  later  period  in  its  history,  w^ere  no  less 
mindful  of  the  claims  of  art.  They  believed  that  the  metropolis  of  a  great 
nation  should  be  adorned  \\\\h  all  the  best  products  of  civilization.  We 
are  told  by  Pliny  that  when  Ccesar  was  dictator,  he  purchased,  for  300,000 
deniers,  two  Greek  paintings,  which  he  caused  to  l^e  publicly  displayed, 
and  that  Agrippa  placed  many  costly  works  of  art  in  a  hall  which  he  built 
and  bequeathed  to  the  Roman  people.  Constantine  gathered  together  in 
Constantinople  the  paintings  and  sculptures  of  the  great  masters,  so  that 
the  city,  before  its  destruction,  became  a  great  museum,  like  Rome. 

The  taste  for  works  of  art  was  generally  prevalent  throughout  the 
whole  Mediterranean  region  in  the  days  of  the  ancient  civilizations,  and 
there  is  abundant  reason  to  believe  that  there  were  prototypes  of  the 
modern  museum  in  Persia,  Assyria,  Babylonia,  and  Kgypt,  as  well  as  in 
Rome.  Collections  in  natural  history  also  inidoubtedly  existed,  though 
we  have  no  ix)sitive  descriptions  of  them.  Natural  curiosities,  of  course, 
found  their  way  into  the  private  collections  of  nionarchs,  and  were  doubt- 
less also  in  use  for  study  among  the  savants  in  the  Alexandrian  nuiseum. 
Aristotle,  in  the  fourth  century  l>efore  Christ,  had,  it  is  said,  an  enormous 
grant  of  money  for  use  in  his  scientific  researches,  and  Alexander  the 
Great,  his  patron,  "took  care  to  send  to  him  a  great  variety  of  zoological 
spL^cimens,  collected  in  the  countries  which  he  had  subdued,"  and  also 
* '  ]ilaced  at  his  disposal  several  thc^usand  persons,  who  were  occupied 
in  limiting,  fishing,  and  making  the  observations  which  were  necessary 
for  completing   his  History  of   Animals."     If  human  nature   has  not 
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The  true  significance  of  the  word  museum  may  perhaps  best  be 
brought  to  our  apprehension  by  an  allusion  to  the  ages  which  preceded 
its  origin — when  our  ancestors,  hundreds  of  generations  removed,  were 
in  the  midst  of  those  great  migrations  which  peopled  Europe  with  races 
originally  seated  farther  to  the  east. 

It  has  been  well  said  that  the  story  of  early  Greece  is  the  first  chapter 
in  the  history  of  the  political  and  intellectual  life  of  Europe. 

To  the  history  of  Greece  let  us  go  for  the  origin  of  the  museum  idea, 
which  in  its  present  form  seems  to  have  found  its  only  congenial  home 
among  the  European  offshoots  of  the  Indo-Germanic  division  of  the 
world's  inhabitants. 

Museums,  in  the  language  of  ancient  Greece,  were  the  homes  of  the 
muses.  The  first  were  in  the  groves  of  Parnassus  and  Helicon,  and  later 
they  were  temples  in  various  parts  of  Hellas.  Soon,  however,  the  mean- 
ing of  the  word  changed,  and  it  was  used  to  describe  a  place  of  study,  or 
a  school.  Athenseus  described  Athens  in  the  second  century  as  '  *  the 
museimi  of  Greece, '  *  and  the  name  of  museum  was  definitely  applied  to 
that  portion  of  the  palace  of  Alexandria  which  was  set  apart  for  the  study 
of  the  sciences,  and  which  contained  the  famous  Alexandrian  library. 
The  museum  of  Alexandria  was  a  great  university,  the  abiding  place  of 
men  of  science  and  letters,  who  were  divided  into  many  companies  or 
colleges,  and  for  whose  support  a  handsome  revenue  was  allotted. 

The  Alexandrian  museum  was  destroyed  in  the  days  of  Caesar  and 
Aurelian,  and  the  term  museum,  as  applied  to  a  great  pubHc  institution, 
dropped  out  of  use  from  the  fourth  to  the  seventeenth  century.  The 
disappearance  of  a  word  is  an  indication  that  the  idea  for  which  it  stood 
has  also  fallen  into  disfavor;  and  such,  indeed,  was  the  fact.  The  his- 
tory of  museum  and  library  run  in  parallel  lines.  It  is  not  until  the 
development  of  the  arts  and  sciences  has  taken  place,  until  an  extensive 
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written  literature  has  grown  up,  and  a  distinct  literary  and  scientific 
class  has  been  developed,  that  it  is  possible  for  the  modern  Hbrary  and 
museum  to  come  into  existence.  The  museum  of  the  present  is  more  dis- 
similar to  its  old-time  representative  than  is  our  library  to  its  prototype. 
There  were  in  the  remote  past  galleries  of  pictures  and  sculpture,  as 
well  as  so-called  museums.  Public  collections  of  paintings  and  statuary 
were  founded  in  Greece  and  Rome  at  a  very  early  day.  There  was  a 
gallery  of  paintings  (Pinacotheca)  in  one  of  the  marble  halls  of  the  pro- 
pylseum  at  Athens,  and  in  Rome  there  were  lavish  public  displays  of 
works  of  art.  M.  Dezobry,  in  his  Rome  in  the  Time  of  Augustus,  has 
described  this  phase  of  Latin  civilization  in  the  first  century  before 
Christ: 

For  many  years  [remarks  one  of  his  characters]  the  taste  for  paintings  has  been 
extending  in  a  most  extraordinary  manner.  In  former  times  they  were  only  to  be 
found  in  the  temples,  where  they  were  placed  less  for  purposes  of  ornament  than 
as  an  act  of  homage  to  the  gods ;  now  they  are  everj'where,  not  only  in  temples,  in 
private  houses,  and  in  public  halls,  but  also  on  outside  walls,  exposed  freely  to  air 
and  sunlight.  Rome  is  one  great  picture  gallery ;  the  Forum  of  Augustus  is  gor- 
geous with  paintings,  and  they  may  be  seen  also  in  the  Fonun  of  Caesar,  in  the 
Roman  Forum,  under  the  peristyles  of  many  of  the  temples,  and  especially  in  the 
porticos  used  for  public  promenades,  some  of  which  are  literally  filled  with  them. 
Thus  everybody  is  enabled  to  enjoy  them,  and  to  enjoy  them  at  all  hours  of  the 
day. 

The  public  men  of  Rome,  at  a  later  period  in  its  history,  were  no  less 
mindful  of  the  claims  of  art.  They  believed  that  the  metropolis  of  a  great 
nation  should  l)e  adorned  with  all  the  best  products  of  civilization.  We 
are  told  by  Pliny  that  when  Caesar  was  dictator,  he  purchased,  for  300,000 
deniers,  two  Greek  paintings,  which  he  caused  to  be  publicl}^  displayed, 
and  that  Agrippa  placed  many  costly  works  of  art  in  a  hall  which  he  built 
and  bequeathed  to  the  Roman  people.  Constantine  gathered  together  in 
Constantinople  the  paintings  and  sculptures  of  the  great  masters,  so  that 
the  city,  before  its  destruction,  became  a  great  museum,  like  Rome. 

The  taste  for  works  of  art  was  generally  prevalent  throughout  the 
whole  Mediterranean  region  in  the  days  of  the  ancient  civilizations,  and 
there  is  abundant  reason  to  believe  that  there  were  prototypes  of  the 
modern  museum  in  Persia,  Assyria,  Babylonia,  and  Egypt,  as  well  as  in 
Rome.  Collections  in  natural  history  also  undoubtedly  existed,  though 
we  have  no  positive  descriptions  of  them.  Natural  curiosities,  of  course^ 
found  their  way  into  the  private  collections  of  monarchs,  and  were  doubt- 
less also  in  use  for  study  among  the  savants  in  the  Alexandrian  museum. 
Ari.stotle,  in  the  fourth  century  before  Christ,  had,  it  is  said,  an  enormous 
grant  of  money  for  u.se  in  his  scientific  researches,  and  Alexander  the 
Great,  his  patron,  "took  care  to  send  to  him  a  great  variety  of  zoological 
spL*cimens,  collected  in  the  countries  which  he  had  subdued,"  and  also 
' '  ])laced  at  his  disposal  several  thousand  persons,  who  were  occupied 
in  hunting,  fishing,  and  making  the  o])servations  which  were  necessary 
for  completing   his  History  of   Animals."     If  human  nature   has  not 
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changed  more  than  we  suppose,  Aristotle  must  have  had  a  great  museum 
of  natural  history. 

When  the  Roman  capital  was  removed  to  Byzantium,  the  arts  and 
letters  of  Europe  began  to  decline.  The  Church  was  unpropitious,  and 
the  invasions  of  the  northern  barbarians  destroyed  everything.  In  476, 
wuth  the  close  of  the  Western  Empire,  began  a  period  of  intellectual 
torpidity  which  was  to  last  for  a  thousand  years. 

It  was  in  Bagdad  and  Cordova  that  science  and  letters  were  next  to  be 
revived,  and  Africa  was  to  surpass  Europe  in  the  extent  of  its  libraries. 
In  the  Periplus,  or  Voyage  of  Hanno,  occurs  the  following  passage 
in  regard  to  specimens  of  Gorillas,  or  *  *  Gorgones :  * ' 

Pursuing  them,  we  were  not  able  to  take  the  men  (males);  they  all  escaped,  being 
able  to  climb  the  precipices,  and  defended  themselves  with  pieces  of  rock.  But  three 
women  (females),  who  bit  and  scratched  those  who  led  them,  were  not  willing  to 
follow.  However,  having  killed  tliem,  we  flayed  them,  and  conveyed  the  skins  to 
Carthage;  for  we  did  not  sail  any  further,  as  provisions  began  to  fail.^ 

With  the  Renaissance  came  a  period  of  new  life  for  collectors.  The 
churches  of  southern  Europe  became  art  galleries,  and  monarchs  and 
noblemen  and  ecclesiastical  dignitaries  collected  books,  manuscripts, 
sculptures,  pottery,  and  gems,  fonning  the  beginning  of  collections 
which  have  since  grown  into  public  museums.  Some  of  these  collec- 
tions doubtless  had  their  first  beginnings  in  the  midst  of  the  dark  ages, 
within  the  walls  of  feudal  castles,  or  the  larger  monasteries,  but  their 
number  was  small,  and  they  must  have  consisted  chiefly  of  those  objects 
so  nearly  akin  to  literature  as  especially  to  command  the  attention  of 
bookish  men. 

As  soon  as  it  became  the  fashion  for  the  powerful  and  the  wealthy  to 
possess  collections,  the  scope  of  their  collections  began  to  extend,  and 
objects  were  gathered  on  account  of  their  rarity  or  grotesqueness,  as  well 
as  for  their  beauty  or  instructiveness.  Flourens,  in  his  Life  and  Works 
of  Blumenbach,  remarks:  "The  old  Germany,  with  its  old  chateaux, 
seemed  to  pay  no  homage  to  science;  still  the  lords  of  these  ancient  and 
noble  mansions  had  long  since  made  it  a  business,  and  almost  a  point  of 
honor,  to  form  with  care  what  were  called  cabinets  of  curiosities.'* 

To  the  apothecary  of  old,  with  his  shop  crowded  with  the  curious 
substances  used  in  the  medical  practice  of  his  day,  the  museum  owes 
some  of  its  elements,  just  as  the  modem  botanic  garden  owes  its  earliest 
history  to  the  "physic  garden,"  which  in  its  time  was  an  outgrowth 
of  the  apothecary's  garden  of  simples.  The  apothecary  in  Romeo  and 
Juliet— 

In  whose  needy  shop  a  tortoise  hung. 
An  alligator  stuff 'd,  and  other  skins 
Of  eel-shaped  fishes,— 

was  the  precursor  of  the  modem  museum  keeper.  In  the  hostelries  and 
tavems,  the  gathering  places  of  the  j)eople  in  the  sixteenth  and  seven- 
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teenth  centuries,  there  grew  up  little  museums  of  curiosities  from  foreign 
lands,  while  in  the  great  fairs  were  always  exhibited  sundry  gatherings 
of  strange  and  entertaining  objects. 

At  the  middle  of  the  last  century  there  appear  to  have  been  several 
such  collections  of  curiosities  in  Britain. 

In  Artedi's  ichthyological  works  there  are  numerous  references  to 
places  where  he  had  seen  American  fishes,  especially  at  Spring  Garden 
(later  known  as  the  Vauxhall  Garden,  a  famous  place  of  resort),  and  at 
the  Nag*s  Head,  and  the  White  Bear,  and  the  Green  Dragon  in 
Stepney,  in  those  days  a  famous  hostelry  in  lyondon.  He  speaks  also  of 
collections  at  the  houses  of  Mr.  I^illia  and  in  that  of  Master  Saltero  (the 
barber-virtuoso,  described  by  Bulwer  in  his  Devereux),  in  Chelsea 
and  at  Stratford,  and  also  in  the  collection  of  Seba,  in  Amsterdam,  and 
in  that  of  Hans  Sloane. 

With  the  exception  of  ^^the  monk  or  Angel-fish,  Anglis,  alias  Mermaid- 
fish,^^  probably  a  species  of  Squatina,  which  he  saw  at  the  Nag's  Head, 
all  the  fishes  in  these  Lyondon  collections  belonged  to  the  order  Plectog- 
nathi. 

Josselyn,  in  his  Two  Voyages  to  New  England  (1638-1673),  after 
telling  us  how  a  Piscataway  colonist  had  the  fortune  to  kill  a  Pilhannaw — 
the  king  of  the  birds  of  prey — continues,  *  *  How  he  disposed  of  her  I 
know  not,  but  had  he  taken  her  alive  and  sent  her  over  into  England, 
neither  Bartholomew  or  Sturbridge  Fair  could  have  produced  such 
another  sight.  *  * 

Shakespeare's  mirror  strongly  reflects  the  spirit  of  the  day.  When 
Trinculo,  cast  ashore  upon  a  lonesome  island,  catches  a  glimpse  of  Caliban, 
he  exclaims : 

What  have  we  here?  A  man  or  a  fish?  Dead  or  alive?  A  fish:  he  smells  like  a 
fish;  a  very  ancient  and  fish-like  smell.  .  .  .  a  strange  fish!  Were  I  in  England 
now,  (as  once  I  was),  and  had  but  this  fish  painted,  not  a  holiday  fool  there  but  would 
give  a  piece  of  silver;  there  would  this  monster  make  a  man;  any  strange  l)east  there 
makes  a  man:  when  they  will  not  give  a  doit  to  relieve  a  lame  beggar,  they  will  lay 
out  ten  to  see  a  dead  Indian. 

The  idea  of  a  great  national  museum  of  science  and  art  was  first  worked 
out  by  Lord  Bacon  in  his  New  Atlantis,  a  philosophical  romauce  pub- 
lished at  the  close  of  the  seventeenth  century.  The  first  scientific 
museum  actually  founded  was  that  begun  at  Oxford  in  1667,  by  Elias 
Ashmole,  still  known  as  the  Ashmolean  Museum,  com|X)sed  chiefly  of 
natural  history  specimens  collected  by  the  botanists  Tradescant,  father 
and  son,  in  Virginia,  and  in  the  north  of  Africa.  Soon  after,  in  1753, 
the  British  Museum  was  established  by  act  of  Parliament,  inspired  by 
the  will  of  Sir  Hans  Sloane,  who,  dying  in  1749,  left  to  the  nation  his 
invaluable  collection  of  books,  manuscripts,  and  curiosities.' 


'The   collections   of  Sloane,   who  was  one  of   the   early  scientific  explorers  o 
America,  were  like  those  of  the  Tradescants,  contained  many  New  World  spec' 
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Mauy  of  the  great  national  museums  of  Europe  had  their  origin  in  the 
private  collections  of  monarchs.  France  claims  the  honor  of  having  been 
the  first  to  change  a  royal  into  a  national  museum,  when,  in  1789,  the 
Louvre  came  into  the  possession  of  a  republican  government.  It  is  very 
clear,  however,  that  democratic  England,  by  its  action  in  1753,  stands 
several  decades  in  advance — its  act,  moreover,  being  one  of  deliberate 
founding  rather  than  a  species  of  conquest. 

The  first  chapter  in  the  history  of  American  museums  is  short.  In 
colonial  days  there  were  none.  In  the  early  years  of  the  Republic,  the 
establishment  of  such  institutions  by  city.  State,  or  Federal  Government 
would  not  have  been  considered  a  legitimate  act.  When  the  General 
Government  came  into  the  possession  of  extensive  collections  as  the  result 
of  the  Wilkes  Exploring  Expedition  in  1842,  they  were  placed  in  charge 
of  a  private  organization,  the  National  Institution,  and  later,  together 

mens,  and  the  British  Museum  as  well  as  the  Ashmolean  was  built  around  a  nucleus 
of  American  material.  Indeed,  we  can  not  doubt  that  interest  in  American  explora- 
tion had  largely  to  do  with  the  development  of  natural  history  museums. 

In  those  days  all  Europe  was  anxious  to  hear  of  the  wonders  of  the  new-found  con- 
tinent, and  to  see  the  strange  objects  which  explorers  might  be  able  to  bring  back 
with  them,  and  monarchs  sought  eagerly  to  secure  novelties  in  the  shape  of  animals 
and  plants. 

Columbus  was  charged  by  Queen  Isabella  to  collect  birds,  and  it  is  recorded  that 
he  took  back  to  Spain  the  skins  of  several  kinds  of  animals.  Even  to  this  day  may 
be  seen  in  the  old  collegiate  church  in  Siena  a  votive  offering  placed  there  nearly 
four  centuries  ago  by  the  discoverer  of  America.  It  consists  of  the  armor  worn  by 
hira  when  he  first  stepped  upon  the  soil  of  the  New  World  and  the  rostrum  of  a 
swordfish  killed  on  the  American  coast. 

The  state  papers  of  Great  Britain  contam  many  entries  of  interest  in  this  connec- 
tion. King  James  I  was  an  enthusiastic  collector.  December  15,  1609,  Lord  South- 
ampton wrote  to  Lord  Salisbury  that  he  had  told  the  King  about  Virginia  squirrels 
brought  into  England  which  were  said  to  fly.  The  King  very  earnestly  asked 
if  none  were  provided  for  him — whether  Salisbury  had  none  for  him — and  said  he 
was  sure  Salisbury  would  get  him  one.  The  writer  apologizes  for  troubling  Lord 
Salisbury,  *'but,"  continued  he,  "you  know  so  well  how  he  [the  King]  is  affected 
to  such  toys.^* 

Charles  I  appears  to  have  been  equally  curious  in  such  matters.  In  1637  he  sent 
John  Tradescant  the  younger  to  Virginia  **to  gather  all  rarities  of  flowers,  plants, 
and  shells.** 

In  1625  we  find  Tradescant  writing  to  one  Nicholas  that  it  is  the  Duke  of  Buck- 
ingham's pleasure  that  he  should  deal  with  all  merchants  from  all  places,  but  espe- 
cially from  Virginia,  Bermuda,  Newfoundland,  Guinea,  the  Amazons,  and  the  East 
Indies,  for  all  manner  of  rare  beasts,  fowls  and  birds,  shells  and  shining  stones,  etc. 

In  the  Domestic  Correspondence  of  Charles  I,  in  another  place,  July,  1625,  is  a 
*'  Note  of  things  desired  from  Guinea,  for  which  letters  are  to  be  written  to  the  mer- 
chants of  the  Guinea  Company.**  Among  other  items  referred  to  are  "an  elephant*s 
head,  with  the  teeth  very  large ;  a  river  horse's  head ;  strange  sorts  of  fowls ;  birds* 
and  fishes'  skins ;  great  flying  and  sucking  fishes ;  all  sorts  of  serpents ;  dried  fruits, 
shining  stones,  etc.'*  Still  farther  on  is  a  note  of  one  Jeremy  Blackman's  charge- 
in  all,  /"20— for  transporting  four  deer  from  Virginia,  including  corn  and  a  place 
made  of  wood  for  them  to  lie  in. 
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with  other  similar  materials,  in  that  of  a  corjjoration,  the  Smithsonian 
Institution,  which  was  for  a  long  period  of  years  obliged  to  pay  largely 
for  their  care  out  of  its  income  from  a  private  endowment.  It  was  not 
until  1876,  however,  that  the  existence  of  a  National  Museum,  as  vsuch, 
was  definitely  recognized  in  the  proceedings  of  Congress,  and  its  financial 
support  fully  provided  for. 

In  early  days,  however,  our  principal  cities  had  each  a  public  nuiseum, 
founded  and  supported  by  private  enterprise.  The  earliest  general  col- 
lection was  that  formed  at  Norwalk,  Connecticut,  prior  to  the  Revolution, 
by  a  man  named  Arnold,  described  as  ** a  curious  collection  of  American 
birds  and  insects.'*  This  it  was  which  first  awakened  the  uiterest  of 
President  Adams  in  the  natural  sciences.  He  visited  it  several  times  as 
he  traveled  from  Boston  to  Philadelphia,  and  his  interest  culminated  in 
the  foundation  of  the  American  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences.*  In  1790 
Doctor  Hosack  brought  to  America  from  Europe  the  first  cabinet  of  min- 
erals ever  seen  on  this  continent. 

The  earhest  public  establishment,  however,  was  the  Philadelphia 
Museum,  established  by  Charles  Willson  Peale  in  1785,  which  had  for  a 
nucleus  a  stuffed  paddlefish  and  the  bones  of  a  mammoth,  and  which 
was  for  a  time  housed  in  the  building  of  the  American  Philosophical 
Society.     In  1800  it  was  full  of  popular  attractions. 

There  were  a  mammoth's  tooth  from  the  Ohio,  and  a  woman's  shoe  from  Canton; 
nests  of  the  kind  used  to  make  soup  of,  and  a  Chinese  fan  six  feet  long;  bits  of  tisbestus, 
belts  of  wampum,  stuffed  birds  and  feathers  from  the  Friendly  Islands,  scalps,  toma- 
hawks, and  long  lines  of  portraits  of  great  men  of  the  Revolutionary  war.  To  Wsit 
the  museum,  to  wander  through  the  rooms,  play  upon  the  organ,  examine  the  rude 
electrical  machine,  and  have  a  profile  drawn  by  the  physiognomitian,  were  pleasures 
from  which  no  stranger  to  the  city  ever  refrained. 

Doctor  Hare's  oxyhydrogen  blowpipe  was  shown  in  this  museum  by 
Mr.  Rubens  Peale  as  early  as  18 10. 

The  Baltimore  Museum  was  managed  ])y  Reml)randt  Peale,  and  was  ii 
existence  as  early  as  18 15  and  as  late  as  1830. 

Earlier  efforts  w^ere  made,  however,  in  Philadelphia.     Doctor  Cliov* 
of  that  city,  had  a  collection  of  wax  anatomical  models  made  by  him 
Europe,  and  Professor  John  Morgan,  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvr 
who  learned  his  methods  from  the  Hunters  in  I^ondon  and  Sue  in  P 
was  also  forming  such  a  collection  l)efore  the  Revolution. 


'This  collection  [we  are  told]  was   sold   to  vSir   Ashton  Lever,  in  whose 
ments  in  London  Mr.  Adams  saw  it  aj^ain,  and  felt  a  new  regret  at  our  ini 
knowledge  of  the  productions  of  the  three  kiiij;C'l<>"»^^  ^>f  nature  in  our  lar 
France  his  visits  to  the  museums  and  other  estal)lishnients,  with  the  incju 
Academicians  and  other  men  of  science  and  letters  respecti  111^  this  country,  a 
encomiums  on  the  Philosophical  Society  of  Pliiladelj^jhia.  suj^j^ested  to  him 
of  engaging  his  native  State  to  «lo  sonietliinij^  in  the  same  j^ood  but  neglected 
Kirtland,  Mem.  American  Academy  of  Sciences,  Boston,  I,  xxii. 
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The  Columbian  Museum  audTurreU's  Museum,  in  Boston,  are  spoken 
of  in  the  annals  of  the  day,  and  there  was  a  small  collection  in  the  attic 
of  the  statehouse  in  Hartford. 

The  Western  Museum,  in  Cincinnati,  was  founded  about  18 15  by 
Robert  Best,  M.  D.,  aften^^ards  of  Lexington,  Kentucky,  who  seems  to 
have  been  a  capable  collector,  and  who  contributed  matter  to  Godman's 
American  Natural  History.  In  18 18  a  society  styled  the  Western 
Museum  Society  was  organized  among  the  citizens,  which,  though 
scarcely  a  scientific  organization,  seems  to  have  taken  a  somewhat  liberal 
and  public-spirited  view  of  what  a  museum  should  be.  With  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  Academy  of  Natural  Sciences  in  Philadelphia  in  18 12, 
and  the  New  York  Lyceum  of  Natural  History,  the  history  of  American 
scientific  museums  had  its  true  beginning. 

The  intellectual  life  of  America  is  so  closely  allied  to  that  of  England 
that  the  revival  of  interest  in  museums  and  in  popular  education  at  the 
middle  of  the  present  century  is  especially  significant  to*  us.  The  great 
exhibition  of  1851  was  one  of  the  most  striking  features  of  the  industrial 
revolution  in  England,  that  great  transformation  which,  following  closely 
upon  the  introduction  of  railroads,  turned  England  feudal  and  agricul- 
tural into  England  democratic  and  commercial. 

The  great  exhibition  marked  an  epoch  in  the  intellectual  progress  of 
English-speaking  people.  "The  great  exhibition,"  writes  a  popular 
novelist,  and  a  social  philosopher  as  well,  "did  one  great  service  for 
country  people.  It  taught  them  how  easy  it  is  to  get  to  London,  and 
what  a  mine  of  wealth,  especially  for  after  memory  and  purposes  of  con- 
versation, exists  in  that  great  place." 

Under  the  wise  administration  of  the  South  Kensington  staff,  a  great 
system  of  educational  museums  has  been  developed  all  through  the 
United  Kingdom. 

Our  own  Centennial  Exliibition  in  1876  was  almost  as  great  a  revela- 
tion to  the  people  of  the  United  States.  Tlie  thoughts  of  the  country 
were  opened  to  many  things  before  undreamed  of.  One  thing  we  may 
regret — ^that  we  have  no  such  widespread  system  of  museums  as  that 
which  has  developed  in  the  motherland  with  South  Kensington  as  its 
administrative  center.  England  has  had  nearly  forty  years,  however,  and 
we  but  thirteen,  since  our  exhibition.  May  we  not  hope  that  within  a 
like  period  of  time,  and  before  the  year  19 14,  the  United  States  may  have 
attained  the  position  which  England  now  occupies,  at  least  in  the  respects 
of  popular  interest  and  substantial  governmental  support?  There  are 
now  over  one  hundred  and  fifty  public  museums  in  the  United  Kingdom, 
all  active  and  useful. 

The  museum  systems  of  Great  Britain  are,  it  seems  to  me,  much  closer 
to  the  ideal  which  America  should  follow,  than  are  those  of  either  France 
or  Germany.     They  are  designed  more  thoughtfully  to  meet  the  needs  of 
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the  people,  and  are  more  intimately  intertwined  with  the  policy  of  national 
popular  education. 

Sir  Henry  Cole,  the  working  founder  of  the  Department  of  Science  and 
Art,  speaking  of  the  purpose  of  the  museums  under  his  care,  said  to  the 
people  of  Birmingham  in  1874: 

If  you  wish  your  schools  of  science  and  art  to  be  effective,  your  health,  the  air, 

and  your  food  to  be  wholesome,  your  life  to  be  long,  your  matiufactures  to  improve, 

yoiu:  trade  to  increase,  and  your  people  to  be  civilized,  you  must  have  museums  of 

•  science  and  art  to  illustrate  the  principles  of  life,  health,  nature,  science,  art,  and 

beauty. 

Again,  in  words  as  applicable  to  Americans  of  to-day  as  to  Britons  in 
1874,  said  he: 

A  thorough  education  and  a  knowledge  of  science  and  art  are  vital  to  the  nation, 
and  to  the  place  it  holds  at  present  in  the  civilized  world.  Science  and  art  are  the 
lifeblood  of  successful  production.  All  civilized  nations  are  running  a  race  with  us, 
and  our  national  decline  will  date  from  the  period  when  we  go  to  sleep  over  the 
work  of  education,  science,  and  art.  What  has  been  done  is  at  the  mere  threshold 
of  the  work  yet  to  be  done. 

The  people's  museum  should  be  much  more  than  a  house  full  of  speci- 
mens in  glass  cases.  It  should  be  a  house  full  of  ideas,  arranged  with 
the  strictest  attention  to  system.  I  once  tried  to  express  this  thought 
by  saying:  **An  efficient  educational  museum  maybe  described  as  a  col- 
lection of  instructive  labels,  each  illustrated  by  a  well-selected  specimen." 

The  museum,  let  me  add,  should  be  more  than  a  collection  of  speci- 
mens, well  arranged  and  well  labeled.  Like  the  library,  it  should  be 
under  the  constant  supervision  of  one  or  more  men,  well  informed,  .schol- 
arly, and  withal  practical,  and  fitted  by  tastes  and  training  to  aid  in  the 
educational  work.  I  should  not  organize  the  museums  primarily  for  the 
use  of  people  in  their  larval  or  school-going  stage  of  existence.  The 
public  school-teacher,  with  the  illustrated  text-books,  diagrams,  and  other 
appliances,  has  in  these  days  a  professional  outfit  which  is  usually  quite 
sufficient  to  enable  him  to  teach  his  pupils. 

School  days  last  at  the  most  only  from  four  to  fifteen  years,  and  they 
end,  with  the  majority  of  mankind,  before  their  minds  have  reached  the 
stage  of  growth  most  favorable  for  the  reception  and  assimilation  of  the 
best  and  most  useful  thought.  Why  should  we  be  crammed  in  the  time 
of  infancy  and  kept  in  a  state  of  mental  starvation  during  the  period 
which  follows,  from  maturity  to  old  age — a  state  which  is  disheartening; 
and  unnatural  all  the  more  because  of  the  intellectual  tastes  which  have 
been  stimulated  and  partially  formed  by  school  life? 

The  museum  idea  is  much  broader  than  it  was  fifty  or  even  twenty- 
five  years  ago.  The  museum  of  to-day  is  no  longer  a  chance  assemblage 
of  curiosities,  but  rather  a  series  of  objects  selected  with  reference  to 
their  value  to  investigators,  or  their  possibilities  for  public  enlightenment. 
The  museum  of  the  future  may  be  made  one  of  the  chief  agencies  of  the 
higher  civilization. 
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I  hope  that  the  time  will  come  when  every  town  shall  have  both  its 
public  museum  and  its  public  library,  each  with  a  stafiF  of  competent  men, 
mutually  helpful,  and  contributing  largely  to  the  intellectual  life  of  the 
community. 

The  museum  of  the  future  in  this  democratic  land  should  be  adapted 
to  the  needs  of  the  mechanic,  the  factory  operator,  the  day  laborer,  the 
salesman,  and  the  clerk,  as  much  as  to  those  of  the  professional  man  and 
the  man  of  leisure.  It  is  proper  that  there  be  laboratories  and  profes- 
sional libraries  for  the  development  of  the  experts  who  are  to  organize, 
arrange,  and  explain  the  museums. 

It  is  proper  that  laboratories  be  utilized  to  the  fullest  extent  for  the 
credit  of  the  institution  to  which  they  belong.  No  musetun  can  do  good 
and  be  respected  which  does  not  each  year  give  additional  proofs  of  its 
claims  to  be  considered  a  center  of  learning.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
public  have  a  right  to  ask  that  much  shall  be  done  directly  in  their 
interest.  They  will  gladly  allow  the  museum  officer  to  use  part  of  his 
time  in  study  and  experiment.  They  will  take  pride  in  the  possession 
by  the  museum  of  tens  of  thousands  of  specimens,  interesting  only  to 
the  specialist,  hidden  away  perpetually  from  public  view,  but  necessary 
for  proper  scientific  research.  They  are  the  foundations  of  the  intellect- 
ual superstructure  which  gives  to  the  institution  its  proper  standing. 

Still,  no  pains  must  be  spared  in  the  presentation  of  the  material  in 
the  exhibition  halls.  The  specimens  must  be  prepared  in  the  most  care- 
ful and  artistic  manner,  and  arranged  attractively  in  well-designed  cases 
and  behind  the  clearest  of  glass.  Each  object  must  bear  a  label  giving 
its  name  and  history  so  fully  that  all  the  probable  questions  of  the  visitor 
are  answered  in  advance.  Books  of  reference  must  be  kept  in  convenient 
places.  Colors  of  walls,  cases,  and  labels  must  be  restful  and  quiet,  and 
comfortable  seats  must  be  everywhere  accessible,  for  the  task  of  the 
museum  visitor  is  a  weary  one  at  best. 

All  intellectual  work  may  be  divided  into  two  classes,  the  one  tending 
toward  the  increase  of  knowledge,  the  other  toward  its  diffusion ;  the  one 
toward  investigation  and  discovery,  the  other  toward  the  education  of  the 
people  and  the  application  of  known  facts  to  promoting  their  material 
welfare.  The  efforts  of  learned  men  and  of  institutions  of  learning  are 
sometimes  applied  solely  to  one  of  these  departments  of  effort — sometimes 
to  both — and  it  is  generally  admitted,  by  the  most  advanced  teachers, 
that,  for  their  students  as  well  as  for  themselves,  the  happiest  results  are 
reached  by  carrying  on  investigation  and  instruction  simuftaneously. 
Still  more  is  this  true  of  institutions  of  learning.  The  college  which 
imparts  only  second-hand  knowledge  to  its  students  belongs  to  a  period 
in  the  history  of  education  which  is  fast  being  left  behind. 

The  museum  must,  in  order  to  perform  its  proper  functions,  contribute 
to  the  advancement  of  learning  through  the  increase  as  well  as  through 
the  diffusion  of  knowledge. 
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We  speak  of  * '  educationar '  museums  and  of  the  '  *  educationar  * 
method  of  installation  so  frequently  that  there  may  be  danger  of  incon- 
sistency in  the  use  of  the  term.  An  educational  museum,  as  it  is  usually 
spoken  of,  is  one  in  which  an  attempt  is  made  to  teach  the  unprofessional 
visitor  of  an  institution  for  popular  education  by  means  of  labeled  col- 
lections, and  it  may  be,  also,  by  popular  lectures.  A  college  museum, 
although  used  as  an  aid  to  advanced  instruction,  is  not  an  *' educational 
museum  "  in  the  ordinary  sense,  nor  does  a  museum  of  research,  like  the 
Museum  of  Comparative  Zoology  at  Cambridge,  Massachusetts,  belong  to 
this  class,  although,  to  a  limited  extent,  it  attempts  and  performs  popular 
educational  work  in  addition  to  its  other  functions. 

In  the  National  Museum  in  Washington  the  collections  are  divided 
into  two  great  classes:  The  exhibition  series,  which  constitutes  the  educa- 
tional portion  of  the  Museum,  and  is  exposed  to  public  view,  with  all 
possible  accessories  for  public  entertainment  and  instruction;  and  the 
study  series,  which  is  kept  in  the  scientific  laboratories,  and  is  rarely 
examined  except  by  professional  investigators. 

In  every  properly  conducted  museum  the  collections  must,  from  the 
very  beginning,  divide  themselves  into  these  two  classes,  and,  in  planning 
for  its  administration,  provision  should  be  made  not  only  for  the  exhibi- 
tion of  objects  in  glass  cases,  but  for  the  preservation  of  large  collections 
liot  available  for  exhibition,  to  be  used  for  the  studies  of  a  very  limited 
number  of  specialists.  Lord  Bacon,  who,  as  we  have  noticed,  was  the 
first  to  whom  occurred  the  idea  of  a  great  museum  of  science  and  art, 
complains  thus,  centuries  ago,  in  his  book,  On  the  Advancement  of 
Learning,  that  up  to  that  time  the  means  for  intellectual  progress  had 
been  used  exclusively  for  ''amusement"  and  "teaching,"  and  not  for 
the  * '  augmentation  of  science. ' ' 

The  boundary  line  between  the  library  and  the  museum  is  neither 
straight  nor  plain.     The  former,  if  its  scope  be  rightly  indicated  by  its 
name,  is,  primarily,  a  place  for  books.     The  latter  is  a  depository  for 
objects  of  every  kind,  books  not  excepted.     The  British  Museum,  witl' 
its  libraries,  its  pictures,  its  archaeological  galleries,  its  anthropologico 
geological,  botanical,  and  zoological  collections,  is  an  example  of  t 
most  comprehensive  interpretation  of  the  term.     Professor  Huxley 
descrilxid  the  nmseuni  as  "  a  consultative  library  of  objects. "     This  « 
nition  is  suggestive  but  unsatisfactory.     It  relates  only  to  the  conten 
the  museum  as  distinguished  from  those  of  the  library,  and  niakr 
reference'to  the  differences  in  the  methods  of  their  administration. 

The  treasures  of  the  library  must  be  examined  one  at  a  time, 
one  jx^rson  at  a  time.  Their  use  requires  long-continued  attent 
their  removal  from  their  proper  places  in  the  system  of  arrau 
Those  of  the  museums  are  displayed  to  public  view  in  groups 
tematic  sequence,  so  that  they  have  a  collective  as  well  as  an  ' 
significance.     Furthennore,  much  of  their  meaning  may  Ix* 
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glance.  The  museum  cultivates  the  powers  of  observation,  and  the  casual 
visitor  even  makes  discoveries  for  himself,  and,  under  the  guidance  of 
the  labels,  forms  his  own  impressions.  In  the  library  one  studies  the 
impressions  of  others. 

The  library  is  most  useful  to  the  educated ;  the  museum  to  educated 
and  uneducated  alike,  to  the  masses  as  well  as  to  the  few,  and  is  a  powerful 
stimulant  to  intellectual  activity  in  either  class. 

The  influence  of  the  museum  upon  a  community  is  not  so  deep  as  that  of 
the  library,  but  extends  to  a  much  larger  number  of  people.  The  National 
Museum  in  Washington  has  300,000  visitors  a  year,  each  of  whom  carries 
away  a  certain  number  of  new  thoughts. 

The  two  ideas  may  be  carried  out,  side  by  side,  in  the  same  building, 
and,  if  need  be,  under  the  same  management,  not  only  without  antag- 
onism, but  with  advantage.  That  the  proximity  of  a  good  library  is 
absolutely  essential  to  the  influence  of  a  museum,  will  be  admitted  by 
everyone.  I  am  confident,  also,  that  a  museum  wisely  organized  and 
properly  arranged  is  certain  to  benefit  the  library  near  which  it  stands  in 
many  ways,  and  more  positively  than  through  its  power  to  stimulate 
interest  in  books,  and  thus  to  increase  the  general  popularity  of  the  library 
and  to  enlarge  its  endowment. 

Many  books  and  valuable  ones  would  be  required  in  this  best  kind  of 
museum  work,  but  it  is  not  intended  to  enter  into  competition  with  the 
library.  When  necessary ,  volumes  might  be  duplicated.  It  is  very  often 
the  case,  however,  that  books  are  more  useful  and  safer  in  the  museum 
than  op  the  library  shelves,  for  in  the  museum  they  may  be  seen  daily  by 
thousands,  while  in  the  library  their  very  existence  is  forgotten  by  all 
except  their  custodian. 

Audubon's  Birds  of  North  America  is  a  book  which  everyone  has 
heard  of  and  which  every  one  wants  to  see  at  least  once  in  his  lifetime.  In 
a  library,  it  probably  is  not  examined  by  ten  persons  in  a  year.  In  a 
museum,  if  the  volume  were  exposed  to  view  in  a  glass  case,  a  few  of  the 
most  striking  plates  detached,  framed,  and  hung  upon  the  wall  near  at 
hand,  it  will  teach  a  lesson  to  every  passer-by. 

The  library  may  be  called  upon  for  aid  by  the  museum  in  many  direc- 
tions. Pictures  are  often  better  than  specimens  to  illustrate  certain  ideas. 
The  races  of  man  and  their  distribution  can  only  be  shown  by  pictures 
and  maps.  Atlases  of  ethnological  portraits  and  maps  are  out  of  place  in 
a  library  if  there  is  a  museum  nearby  in  which  they  can  be  displayed. 
They  are  not  even  members  of  the  class  described  by  Lamb  as  '  *  books 
which  are  not  books."  They  are  not  books,  but  museum  specimens, 
masquerading  in  the  dress  of  books. 

In  selecting  courses  for  the  development  of  a  museum,  it  may  be  useful 
to  consider  what  are  the  fields  open  to  museum  work.  As  a  matter  of 
convenience,  museums  are  commonly  classed  in  two  groups — those  of 
science  and  those  of  art — and  in  Great  Britain  the  great  national  system 
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is  mainly  under  the  control  of  The  Science  and  Art  Department  of  the 
Committee  of  Council  on  Education. 

This  classification  is  not  entirely  satisfactory,  since  it  is  based  upon 
methods  of  array gement  rather  than  upon  the  nature  of  the  objects  to  be 
arranged,  and  since  it  leaves  in  a  middle  territory  (only  partially  occu- 
pied by  the  English  museum  men  of  either  department)  a  great  mass 
of  museum  material,  of  the  greatest  moment,  both  in  regard  to  its  inter- 
est and  its  adaptability  for  purposes  of  public  instruction. 

On  the  other  side  stand  the  natural  history  collections,  undoubtedly 
best  to  be  administered  by  the  geologist,  botanist,  and  zoologist.  On 
the  other  side  are  the  fine-art  collections,  best  to  be  arranged,  from  an 
aesthetic  standpoint,  by  artists.  Between  is  a  territory  which  no  English 
word  can  adequately  describe — which  the  Germans  call  Culturgeschichte — 
the  natural  history  of  civilization,  of  man  and  his  ideas  and  achieve- 
ments. The  museums  of  science  and  art  have  not  yet  learned  how  to 
partition  this  territory. 

An  exact  classification  of  museums  is  not  at  present  practicable,  nor 
will  it  be  until  there  has  been  some  redistribution  of  the  collections 
which  they  contain.  It  may  l>e  instructive,  however,  to  pass  in  review 
the  principal  museums  of  the  world,  indicating  briefly  their  chief  char- 
acteristics. 

Every  great  nation  has  its  museum  of  natural  history.  The  natural 
history  department  of  the  British  Museum,  recently  removed  from  the 
heart  of  London  to  palatial  quarters  in  South  Kensington,  is  probably 
the  most  extensive,  with  its  three  great  divisions,  zoological,  botanical, 
and  geological. 

The  historian  and  the  naturalist  have  met  upon  common  ground  in 
the  field  of  anthropology.  The  anthropologist  is,  in  most  cases,  historian 
as  well  as  naturalist;  while  the  historian  of  to-day  is  always  in  some 
degree  an  anthropologist,  and  makes  use  of  many  of  the  methods  at  one 
time  peculiar  to  the  natural  sciences.  The  nmseum  is  no  less  essential 
to  the  study  of  anthrojx)logy  than  to  that  of  natural  history.  The  library' 
formerly  afforded  to  the  historian  all  necessar>''  opportunities  for  w^ork. 
It  would  seem  from  the  wording  of  the  new  charter  of  the  American 
Historical  Association  that  its  members  consider  a  museum  to  be  one  of 
its  legitimate  agencies. 

Your  secretary  has  invited  me  to  say  something  about  the  possibilities 
of  utilizing  museum  methods  for  the  promotion  of  historical  studies. 
This  I  do  with  nnicli  hesitation,  and  I  hope  that  my  remarks  may  be 
considered  as  suggestions  rather  than  as  expressions  of  definite  opinion. 
The  art  of  museum  administration  is  still  in  its  infancy,  and  no  attempt 
has  yet  been  made  to  apply  it  systematically  to  the  development  of  a 
museum  of  history.  Experiment  is  as  yet  the  museum  administrator's 
only  guide,  and  he  often  finds  his  most  cherished  plans  thoroughly 
impracticable.     That  museums  can  ever  be  made  as  useful  to  history  as 
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they  are  to  physical  science,  their  most  enthusiastic  friend  dares  not 
hope.     The  two  departments  of  science  are  too  unlike. 

The  historian  studies  events  and  their  causes;  the  naturalist  studies 
objects  and  the  forces  by  which  their  existence  is  determined.  The 
naturalist  may  assemble  in  a  museum  objects  from  every  quarter  of  the 
globe  and  from  every  period  of  the  earth's  history.  Much  of  his  work 
is  devoted  to  the  observation  of  finished  structure,  and  for  this  purpose 
his  specimens  are  at  all  times  ready.  When,  however,  he  finds  it  neces- 
sary to  study  his  subject  in  other  aspects,  he  may  have  recourse  to  the  phys- 
ical, chemical,  and  physiological  laboratories,  the  zoological  and  botanical 
gardens,  and  aquaria,  which  should  form  a  part  of  every  perfect  museum 
system.  Here,  almost  at  will,  the  phenomena  of  nature  may  be  scruti- 
nized and  confirmed  by  repeated  observation,  while  studies  impractica- 
ble in  the  nursery  may  usually  be  made  by  members  of  its  stafiF,  who 
carry  its  appliances  with  them  to  the  seashore  or  to  distant  lands. 

The  requirements  of  the  historian  are  very  different.  Nevertheless,  I 
am  confident  that  the  museum  may  be  made  in  his  hands  a  most  potent 
instrumentality  for  the  promotion  of  historical  studies.  Its  value  is  per- 
haps less  fully  realized  than  it  would  be  were  it  not  that  so  many  of 
its  functions  are  performed  by  the  library.  In  the  library  may  be  found 
descriptive  catalogues  of  all  the  great  museums,  and  books  by  the 
hundred,  copiously  illustrated  with  pictures  of  the  objects  preserved  in 
museums.  A  person  trained  to  use  books  may  by  their  aid  reap  the 
advantage  of  many  museums  without  the  necessity  of  a  visit  to  one. 

The  exhibition  series  would  be  proportionately  larger  in  an  historical 
than  in  a  natural-history  museum.  The  study  series  of  a  historical 
museum  would  mostly  be  arranged  in  the  form  of  a  library,  except  in 
some  special  departments,  such  as  numismatics,  and  when  a  library  is 
near  might  be  entirely  dispensed  with. 

The  adoption  of  museum  methods  would  be  of  advantage  to  the  his- 
torian in  still  another  way,  by  encouraging  the  preservation  of  historical 
material  hot  at  present  sought  for  by  librarians,  and  by  inducing  present 
owners  of  such  material  to  place  it  on  exhibition  in  public  museums. 

Although  there  is  not  in  existence  a  general  museum  of  history 
arranged  on  the  comprehensive  plan  adopted  by  natural-history  museums, 
there  are  still  many  historical  collections  of  limited  scope,  which  are  all 
that  could  be  asked,  and  more. 

The  value  to  the  historian  of  archaeological  collections,  historic  and 
prehistoric,  has  long  been  understood.  The  museums  of  London,  Paris, 
Berlin,  and  Rome  need  no  comment.  In  Cambridge,  New  York,  and 
Washington  are  inmiense  collections  of  the  remains  of  man  in  America 
in  the  pre-Columbian  period — collections  which  are  yearly  growing  in 
significance,  as  they  are  made  the  subject  of  investigation,  and  there  is 
an  immense  amount  of  material  of  this  kind  in  the  hands  of  institutions 
and  private  collectors  in  all  parts  of  the  United  States. 
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The  museum  at  Naples  shows,  sc  far  as  a  museum  can,  the  history  of 
Pompeii  at  one  period.  The  museum  of  St.  Germain,  near  Paris,  exhibits 
the  history  of  France  in  the  time  of  the  Gauls  and  of  the  Roman  occupa- 
tion. In  Switzerland,  especially  at  Neuchatel,  the  history  of  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  Lake  Dwellings  is  shown. 

American  ethnological  museums  are  preserving  with  care  the  memorials 
of  the  vanishing  race  of  red  men.  The  George  Catlin  Indian  Gallery, 
which  is  installed  in  the  room  in  which  this  society  is  now  meeting,  is 
valuable  beyond  the  possibility  of  appraisement,  in  that  it  is  the  sole 
record  of  the  physical  characters,  the  costumes,  and  the  ceremonies  of 
several  tribes  long  extinct. 

Other  countries  recently  settled  by  Europeans  are  preserving  the 
memorials  of  the  aboriginal  races,  notably  the  colonies  in  Australia  and 
New  Zealand.  Japan  is  striving  to  preserve  in  its  Government  museum 
examples  of  the  fast-disappearing  memorials  of  feudal  days. 

Ethnographic  museums  are  especially  numerous  and  fine  in  the 
northern  part  of  Europe.  They  were  proposed  more  than  half  a  century 
ago,  by  the  French  geographer,  Joniard,  and  the  idea  was  first  carried 
into  effect  about  1840,  on  the  establishment  of  the  Danish  Ethnographical 
Museum,  which  long  remained  the  best  in  Europe.  Within  the  past 
twenty  years  there  is  an  extraordinary  activity  in  this  direction. 

In  Germany,  besides  the  chief  museum  in  Berlin,  considerable  ethno- 
graphical collections  have  been  founded  in  Hamburg  and  Munich.  Aus- 
tria has  in  Vienna  two  for  ethnography ,  the  Court  Museum  (Hof-Museum) , 
and  the  Oriental  (Orientalisches  Museum).  Holland  has  reorganized 
the  National  Ethnographical  Museum  ( Ryks  Ethnograpliisch  Museum) 
in  Leyden,  and  there  are  smaller  collections  in  Amsterdam,  Rotterdam, 
and  The  Hague.  France  has  founded  the  Trocadero  (Musee  de  Tro- 
cadero).  In  Italy  there  is  the  important  Prehistoric  and  Ethnographic 
Museum  (Museo  preistorico  ed  ethnografico)  in  Rome,  as  well  as  the  col- 
lection of  the  Propaganda,  and  there  are  museums  in  Florence  and  Venice. 

Ethnographical  museums  have  also  been  founded  in  Christian ia  and 
Stockholm,  the  latter  of  which  will  include  the  rich  material  collection 
by  Doctor  Stolpe  on  the  voyage  of  the  frii;ate  \  \inadis  around  the  world. 

In  England  there  is  less  attention  to  the  subject,  the  Christy  collection 
in  the  British  Museum  being  the  only  one  specially  devoted  to  ethnog- 
raphy, unless  we  include  also  the  local  Blackmore  Museum  at  Salisbury. 

In  the  United  States  the  principal  establishment  arranged  on  the 
ethnographic  plan  is  the  Peabody  Museum  of  Archaeology  in  Cambridj^e, 
and  there  are  important  smaller  collections  in  the  American  Museum  of 
Natural  History  in  New  York  and  the  Peabody  Academy  of  Sciences  at 
Salem. 

The  ethnological  collections  in  Washington  are  classified  on  a  double 
system,  in  one  of  its  features  corresponding  to  that  of  the  European,  in 
the  other  like  the  famous  Pitt-Rivers  collection  at  Oxford,  arranged  to 
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show  the  evolution  of  culture  and  civilization  without  regard  to  race. 
This  broader  plan  admits  much  material  excluded  by  the  advocates  of 
ethnographic  museums,  who  devote  their  attention  almost  exclusively  to 
the  primitive  or  non-European  peoples. 

In  close  relation  to  the  ethnographic  museums  are  those  which  are 
devoted  to  some  special  field  of  human  thought  and  interest.  Most 
remarkable  among  these  probably  is  the  Musde  Guimet,  recently 
removed  from  Lyons  to  Paris,  which  is  intended  to  illustrate  the  history 
of  religious  ceremonial  among  all  races  of  men. 

Other  good  examples  of  this  class  are  some  of  those  in  Paris,  such  as 
the  Mus^e  de  Marine,  which  shows  not  only  the  development  of  the 
merchant  and  naval  marines  of  the  country,  but  also,  by  trophies  and 
other  historical  souvenirs,  the  history  of  the  naval  battles  of  the  nation. 

The  Mus^e  d'Artillerie  does  for  war,  but  less  thoroughly,  what  the 
Marine  Museum  does  in  its  own  department,  and  there  are  similar 
museums  in  other  countries. 

Historical  museums  are  manifold  in  character,  and  of  necessity  local  in 
interest.  Some  relate  to  the  history  of  provinces  or  cities.  One  of  the 
oldest  and  best  of  these  is  the  Markisch  Provinzial  Museum  in  Berlin. 
Many  historical  societies  have  collections  of  this  character. 

There  are  museums  which  illustrate  the  history  of  particular  towns, 
events,  and  individuals.  The  museum  of  the  city  of  Paris,  in  the  H6tel 
des  Invalides,  is  one  of  these.  The  museum  of  the  Hohenzollems,  in 
Berlin,  contains  interesting  mementos  of  the  reigning  family  of  Ger- 
many. The  cathedrals  of  southern  Europe,  and  St.  Paul's,  in  London, 
are  in  some  degrees  national  or  civic  museums.  The  Galileo  Museum 
in  Florence,  the  Shakespeare  Museum  at  Stratford,  are  good  examples 
of  the  museums  devoted  to  the  memory  of  representative  men  and  the 
Monastery  of  St.  Mark,  in  Florence,  does  as  much  as  could  be  expected 
of  any  museum  for  the  life  of  Savonarola.  The  Soane  Museum  in  Lon- 
don, the  Thorvaldsen  Museum  in  Copenhagen,  are  similar  in  purpose 
and  result,  but  they  are  rather  biographical  than  historical.  There  are 
also  others  which  illustrate  the  history  of  a  race,  as  the  Bavarian  National 
Museum  in  Nuremberg. 

The  study  of  civilization  -or  the  history  of  culture  and  of  the  develop- 
ments of  the  various  arts  and  industries  have  brought  into  being  special 
collections  which  are  exceedingly  significant  and  useful.  Doctor  Klemm 
and  General  Pitt- Rivers,  in  England,  were  pioneers  in  the  founding  of 
collections  of  this  kind,  and  their  work  is  permanently  preserved  in  the 
Museum  fiir  Volkerkunde,  in  Leipzig  and  at  the  University  of  Oxford. 

Nearly  every  museum  which  admits  ethnological  material  is  doing 
something  in  this  direction.  There  are  a  number  of  beginnings  of  this 
sort  in  this  very  building. 

The  best  of  the  art  museums  are  historically  arranged  and  show 
admirably  the  development  of  the  pictorial  and  plastic  arts — some,  like 
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that  in  Venice,  for  a  particular  school;  some  that  of  a  countr>%  some  that 
of  different  countries  side  by  side. 

The  art  museum,  it  need  scarcely  be  said,  contains,  more  than  any 
other,  the  materials  which  I  should  like  to  see  utilized  in  the  historical 
museum. 

Incidentally  or  by  direct  intention,  a  large  collection  of  local  paintings, 
such  as  those  in  Venice  or  Florence,  brings  vividly  into  mind  the  occur- 
rences of  many  periods  of  history,  not  only  historical  topography — the 
architecture,  the  utensils,  weapons,  and  other  appurtenances  of  domestic, 
military,  ecclesiastical,  and  governmental  routine — but  the  men  and 
women  who  made  the  history,  the  lowest  as  well  as  the  most  powerful, 
and  the  very  performers  of  the  deeds  themselves,  the  faces  bearing  the 
impress  of  the  passions  by  which  they  were  moved. 

These  things  are  intelligible  to  those  who  are  trained  to  observe  them. 
To  others  they  convey  but  half  the  lesson  they  might,  or  mayhap  only  a 
very  small  part  indeed. 

The  historical  museums  new  in  existence  contain,  as  a  rule,  chance 
accumulations,  like  too  many  natural-histor>'  museums  of  the  present, 
hke  all  in  the  past.  I  do  not  mean  any  disrespect  by  the  word  chance,  but 
simply  that,  though  the  managers  are  willing  to  expend  large  sums  for 
any  specimens  which  please  them,  many  most  instructive  ones  have  been 
excluded  by  some  artificial  limitation.  The  National  Portrait  Gallery  in 
London  is  an  instance.  Many  illustrious  men  are  not  represented  upon 
its  walls  solely  because  no  contemporar>'  pictures  of  theirs,  reaching  a 
certain  ideal  standard  of  merit,  are  in  existence. 

So,  also,  the  collection  of  musical  instruments  at  South  Kensington, 
which  admits  no  si)ecimen  which  is  devoid  of  artistic  suggestions — 
thus  barring  out  the  rude  and  primitive  forms  which  would  give  added 
interest  to  all.  The  naturalist's  axiom,  "any  specimen  is  l)etter  than 
no  specimen,"  should  ])e  borne  in  mind  in  the  formation  of  historical 
museums,  if  not  rigidly  enforced. 

Another  source  of  weakness  in  all  nuiseums  is  one  to  which  attention 
has  already  been  directed,  namely,  that  they  have  resigned,  without  a 
struggle,  to  the  library  material  invalua])le  for  tlie  coin])letion  of  their 
exhibition  series.  Pictures  are  (juite  as  available  for  museum  work  as 
specimens,  and  it  is  unwise  to  leave  so  many  finely  illustrated  lx.K)ks,  lost 
to  sight  and  memory,  on  the  shelves  of  the  libraries. 

That  libraries  can  do  good  work  through  the  adoption  of  nniseum 
methods  has  l)een  clearly  shown  in  the  British  Museum  in  the  exceed- 
ingly instructive  collections  which  have  of  late  years  l)een  exhibited  by 
its  librarians,  to  illustrate  such  subjects  astlielivesof  Luther  and  Michael 
Angelo,  and  ])y  their  |KTmanent  display  of  pictures  and  documents  refer- 
ring to  the  history  of  London. 

The  Dyce-Forster  collcnrtion  of  autogra]^h  (l(x:uments.  letters,  and 
manuscripts  is  also,  in  its  own  way,  suggestive.     ICvery  large  library  has 


Alexander  Dallas  Bache. 


Mtiseum-History  and  Museums  of  History.  8 1 

done  something  of  this  kind  in  its  own  way.  It  remains  for  some  student 
of  history  to  work  out  upon  a  generous  plan,  and  with  plenty  of  exhibi- 
tion space  at  his  command,  the  resources  which  are  already  in  the  posses- 
sion of  some  great  treasure-house  like  the  British  Museum. 

What  the  limitations  of  historical  museums  are  to  be  it  is  impossible 
at  present  to  predict.  In  museum  administration  experience  is  the  only 
safe  guide.  In  the  scientific  museum  many  things  have  been  tried,  and 
many  things  are  known  to  be  possible.  In  the  historical  museum  most 
of  this  experimental  administration  still  remains  to  be  performed.  The 
principal  object  of  this  communication  is  to  call  attention  to  the  general 
direction  in  which  experiment  should  be  made. 

The  only  safe  coiurse  to  be  pursued  in  the  development  of  plans  in  any 
untried  department  of  museum  work  is  to  follow  the  advice  which  the 
Apostle  Paul  proffered  to  the  Thessalonians: 

**  Prove  all  things;  hold  fast  that  which  is  good !  '* 
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When,  in  1826,  James  Smithson  bequeathed  his  estate  to  the  United 
States  of  America  "to  found  at  Washington,  under  the  name  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution,  an  establishment  for  the  increase  and  diffusion 
of  knowledge  among  men,'*  he  placed  at  the  disposal  of  our  nation  two 
valuable  collections — one  of  books  and  one  of  minerals/ 

In  the  schedule  of  Smithson's  personal  effects,  as  brought  to  America 
in  1838,  occurs  the  following  entry : 

Two  large  boxes  filled  with  specimens  of  minerals  and  manuscript  treatises, 
apparently  in  the  testator's  handwriting,  on  various  philosophical  subjects,  particu- 
larly chemistry  and  mineralogy.     Eight  cases  and  one  trunk  filled  with  the  like. 

This  collection  and  the  books  and  pamphlets  mentioned  in  the  same 
schedule  formed  the  beginnings,  respectively,  of  the  Smithsonian  library 
and  the  Smithsonian  museum.  The  minerals  constituted,  so  far  as  the 
writer  has  been  able  to  learn,  the  first  scientific  cabinet  owned  by  the 
Government  of  the  United  States.  Their  destruction  in  the  Smithsonian 
fire  of  1865  was  a  serious  loss.  Our  only  knowledge  of  their  character 
is  derived  from  the  report  of  a  committee  of  the  National  Institution, 
which  in  1841  reported  upon  it  as  follows :  * 

Among  the  effects  of  the  late  Mr.  Smithson,  is  a  Cabinet  which,  so  far  as  it  has 
been  examined,  proves  to  consist  of  a  choice  and  beautiful  collection  of  Minerals, 
comprising,  probably,  eight  or  ten  thousand  specimens.  The  specimens,  though 
generally  small,  are  extremely  perfect,  and  constitute  a  very  complete  Geological 
and  Mineralogical  series  *  embracing  the  finest  varieties  of  crystallization ;  rendered 
more  valuable  by  accompanying  figures  and  descriptions  by  Mr.  Smithson,  and  in 

» Proceedings  of  the  National  Institution,  July,  1841,  2d  Bull.,  p.  95.  Francis 
Markoe,  jr.,  secretary  of  the  National  Institution,  in  a  letter  written  to  the  Amer- 
ican Philosophical  Society  in  1841,  described  as  a  part  of  this  cabinet  *'a  superb 
collection,  and  very  large,  of  precious  stones  and  exquisite  crystallized  minerals 
.     .     .     decidedly  the  richest  and  rarest  collection  in  the  country." 

For  a  catalogue  in  general  terms  see  Alfred  Hunter,  Popular  Catalogue  of  the 
Extraordinary  Curiosities  in  the  National  Institute,  etc.,  published  in  1855,  and 
William  J.  Rhees,  Account  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  etc.,  1859. 
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his  own  hand-writing.  The  cabinet  also  contains  a  valuable  suite  of  meteoric 
stones,  which  appear  to  be  specimens  of  most  of  the  meteorites  which  have  fallen 
in  Europe  during  several  centuries. 

This  report  was  made  in  July,  1841,  at  the  time  when,  by  order  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  United  States  Treasury,  the  minerals,  books,  manu- 
scripts, and  other  articles  forming  part  of  the  Smithson  bequest,  were 
deposited  in  the  custody  of  the  National  Institution,  where  they  remained 
until  1858. 

A  room  had  been  planned  for  their  reception  in  the  Smithsonian  edi- 
fice, which  was  to  be  made  fireproof,*  but  if  this  was  ever  constructed  it 
was  not  occupied,  and  the  collections  having  been  displayed  for  some 
years  in  the  Regents*  room,  were  destroyed  by  fire  January  24,  1865. 

The  National  Institution  was  for  nearly  eighteen  years  the  official 
custodian  of  these  and  other  museum  materials  belonging  to  the  nation. 
This  organization,  ten  years  before  the  Smithsonian  Institution  was  pre- 
pared to  receive  any  collections  whatever,  fourteen  years  before  its  build- 
ings were  ready  for  the  exhibition  of  museum  objects,  and  in  after  years, 
until  its  charter  expired  by  limitation  in  1862,  held  many  objects  whose 
proper  place  was  in  the  National  Museum.  Indeed,  the  retention  of 
many  historical  objects  in  the  Patent  Office  hall  until  1883,  was  an  evi- 
dence of  a  lingering  uncertainty  as  to  the  proper  location  of  responsibility 
for  the  care  of  the  national  collections. 

In  order  to  understand  the  genesis  of  the  National  Museum  of  the 
United  States,  it  seems  necessary  to  examine  the  history  of  this  society, 
at  one  time  so  enterprising  and  influential. 

The  National  Institution  for  the  Promotion  of  Science,  organized  in 
Washington,  May  15,  1840,  was  for  some  \'ears  the  most  prominent 
exponent  of  the  idea  of  a  national  museum.''  The  establishment  of  this 
society  was  donbtle.ss  to  a  very  j^reat  degree  due  to  the  stimulating  and 
inspiring  effects  uix)ii  jniblic  opinion  of  the  Smithson  Ijequest.  The 
germs  of  the  idea  which  it  represented  seem,  however,  to  have  been 
existing  in  Washington  at  a  much  earlier  period,  for  in  18 16,  or  before, 
a  similar  society  had  been  organized  in  the  cajntal  inider  the  name  of 
The  Columbian  Institute  for  the  Promotion  of  Arts  and  Sciences.^ 

The  Coliunbian  Institute  received  on  May  20,  18 18,  a  charter  from 
Congress  which  expired  in  1838,  after  which  its  members  "were  invited 


*  Report  of  tlu*  building  coiiiinittec  to  Dcceinbcr  i,  1S47,  in  Report  of  the  Board 
of  Regents,  January  6,  1S48,  Thirtieth  Congress,  first  session.  Mis.  Doc.  23,  p.  8. 

'■'  The  National  Institution  was  organized  at  the  seat  of  Oovernnient  on  the  15th  of 
May,  1S40,  by  the  adoption  of  a  Constitution  and  the  declaration  of  the  objects  of 
the  Institution;  which  are  to  promote  Science  and  the  Useful  Arts,  and  to  establish 
a  National  Museum  of  Natural  History,  etc. — Proceedings  of  the  National  Insti- 
tution, 1841,  1st  Bull.,  p.  3. 

3  Before  1816  an  organization  known  as  The  Metropolitan  Society  was  in  existence 
in  Washington,  and  the  Columbian  Institute  was  an  outi^rowth  of  it  or  replaced  it. 
Th^  TTnitcd  States  Military  Philosophical  Society  met  in  Washington  and  New  York 
1805. 


Spencer  Fuulerton  Baird. 


^ 


The  Genesis  of  the  United  States  National  Museum.  87 

to  become  members  of  the  National  Institution,  and  to  deposit  in  its 
Cabinet  their  effects,  books,  and  papers.  * '  * 

This  invitation  was  accepted  July  17,  i84i,Mn  a  letter  from  Asbury 
Dickins,  secretary,  and  although  no  record  of  any  transfer  is  to  be  found 
in  the  Bulletin  of  the  National  Institution,  I  have  before  me  a  letter 
from  Messrs.  John  J.  Abert,  A.  O.  Dayton,  and  F.  A.  Markoe,  com- 
mittee of  that  society,  addressed  to  the  Secretaries  of  the  War  and  Navy 
Departments,  January  i,  1842,  in  which,  among  the  other  collections  in 
their  custody,  they  mention  **the  books,  minerals,  and  works  of  art 
belonging  to  the  late  Columbian  Institute,**  and  also  the  "  books,  papers, 
and  proceedings  of  the  late  American  Historical  Society,"  an  organiza- 
tion to  which  also  the  National  Institution  stood  in  the  position  of  an 
heir. 

To  Doctor  PMward  Cutbush  is  due  the  preservation  of  the  only  state- 
ment extant  of  the  objects  of  the  Columbian  Institute,  embodied  ap- 
parently in  its  constitution,  and  quoted  as  follows  in  his  address  as  its 
president,  delivered  January  11,  18 17,  in  Congress  Hall,  Washington:^ 

To  collect,  cultivate,  and  distribute  the  various  vegetable  productions  of  this  and 
other  countries,  whether  medicinal  or  esculent,  or  for  the  promotion  of  arts  and 
manfaclures. 

To  collect  and  examine  the  various  mineral  productions  and  natural  curiosities  of 
the  United  States,  and  to  give  publicity  to  every  discovery  that  the  institute  may 
have  been  enabled  to  make. 

To  obtain  information  respecting  the  mineral  waters  of  the  United  States,  their 
locality,  analysis,  and  utility,  together  with  such  topographical  remarks  as  may  aid 
valetudinarians. 

To  invite  communications  on  agricultural  subjects,  on  the  management  of  stock, 
their  diseases,  and  the  remedies. 

To  form  a  topographical  and  statistical  history  of  the  different  districts  of  the 
United  States,  noticing  particularly  the  number  and  extent  of  streams,  how  far  navi- 
gable, the  agricultural  products,  the  imports  and  exports,  the  value  of  lands,  the 
climate,  the  state  of  the  thermometer  and  barometer,  the  diseases  which  prevail  in 
the  different  seasons,  the  state  of  the  arts  and  manufactures,  and  any  other  informa- 
tion which  may  be  deemed  of  general  utility. 

To  publish  annually,  or  whenever  the  Institution  shall  have  become  possessed  of 
a  sufficient  stock  of  important  information,  such  communications  as  may  be  of  public 
utility,  and  to  ^ive  the  earliest  information  in  the  public  papers  of  all  discoveries 
that  may  have  been  made  by  or  communicated  to  the  Institute. 


'  Proceedings  of  the  National  Institution,  July  12,  1841,  2d  Bull.,  p.  94. 

'Idem.,  p.  113. 
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of  Philadelphia;  I  and  President  of  the  Institute.  |  |  Published  by  the  request 

of  the  Columbian  Institute,  1 |  Washington.  |  Printed  by  Gales  &  Seaton.  |  Six 

parts  I  181 7.     8vo.,  pp.  1-29. 

A  copy  of  this  rare  pamphlet  is  in  the  library  of  the  Surgeon-General's  Office,  as 
well  as  a  nearly  complete  series  of  tlie  publications  of  the  two  brothers  Cutbush. 
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A  remark  significant  in  this  connection  may  be  found  in  a  letter 
written  by  Edward  Cutbush,  M.  D. ,  dated  Geneva,  New  York,  January  20, 
1842,  accepting  his  election  to  corresponding  membership  in  the  National 
Institution.  After  thanking  the  institution  *  *  for  this  memento  of  their 
friendship  and  recognition  of  past  services  in  the  cause  which  has  been 
so  honorably  revived  at  the  seat  of  Government,  * '  he  continued  thus:  '  *  I 
most  sincerely  hope  that  all  the  objects  which  engaged  the  attention  of 
Thomas  Law,  Esq.,"  and  myself,  in  1816,  in  establishing  the  Columbian 
Institute  will  now  meet  the  approbation  and  support  of  the  Government, 
and  of  the  scientific  men  of  the  District  of  Columbia.  * ' " 

'Proceedings  of  the  National  Institution,  1842,  2d  BuU.,  p.  156. 

'Thomas  I^w  was  a  member  of  an  English  family  of  talent  and  influence.  His 
father,  Edmund  Law,  D.  D.,  bom  in  Cartmel,  Lancashire,  in  1703,  educated  at  St. 
John's  College,  Cambridge,  was  author  of  several  theological  and  philosophical  works, 
and  in  1769  became  Bishop  of  Carlisle,  holding  this  office  till  his  death  in  1787.  Of 
his  younger  brothers,  one  was  Bishop  of  Elphin,  another,  George  Henry  Law,  D.  D., 
(1761-1845)  was  Bishop  of  Chester,  1812,  and  later,  1824,  of  Bath  and  Wells.  [Bio- 
graphical Sketch  in  Gentleman's  Magazine,  1845,  Pt.  2,  p.  529.]  His  elder  brother, 
Edward  Law — Lord  EUenborough — (1750-1818)  was  an  eminent  lawyer,  principal 
coimsel  for  Warren  Hastings  in  the  great  impeachment  trial  before  the  House  of 
Lords,  Attorney-General  and  Lord  Chief  Justice  of  the  King's  Bench,and  was  father 
of  Edward  Law,  Earl  of  EUenborough  (i  790-1871),  Governor-General  of  India. 

Thomas  Law  was  bom  in  1756,  and  in  1773,  at  the  age  of  seventeen,  entered  the 
service  of  the  British  East  India  Company  in  Bengal,  and  was  rapidly  promoted, 
becoming  member  of  the  revenue  board  of  Hugli  before  he  was  twenty-one,  later 
judge  of  Poonah,  and  in  1783  collector,  judge,  and  magistrate  of  Behar,  a  province 
with  more  than  2,000,000  inhabitants,  an  office  which  he  administered  for  six  years 
with  great  success,  afterwards,  at  the  request  of  Lord  Cornwallis,  the  Governor-Gen- 
eral, then  engaged  in  his  campaign  against  Tippoo  Saib,  serving  for  two  years  on  the 
revenue  board  at  Calcutta.  In  1791,  his  health  having  failed,  he  sailed  for  England, 
where  he  remained  until  1793,  the  year  of  his  removal  to  America. 

While  in  India  he  was  the  friend  and  associate  of  Lord  Cornwallis,  Lord  Tergiie- 
nett,  and  Sir  William  Jones,  and  was  the  author  of  what  was  known  as  the  Mocur- 
rery  system  and  permanent  settlement,  a  great  legislative  refonn,  the  accomplishment 
of  which  was  the  principal  feature  of  Cornwallis's  administration,  which  the  board 
of  control  of  the  East  India  Company  described  as  "forming  a  new  epoch  in  Hin- 
(lostan,  from  which,  they  predict,  will  be  derived  security  and  permanent  prosperity, 
and  consider  it  as  an  iniix)rtaut  and  most  beneficial  change  to  50,000,000  of  people, 
and  full  of  beneficial  consequences." 

William  Duane,  the  editor  of  the  Philadelphia  Aurora^  who  had  known  Mr.  Law 
in  India,  wrote  thus  concerning  him  in  1815: 

*'  We  have  known  Mr.  Law  now  more  than  thirty  years.  We  knew  him  when  he 
was  inferior  to  no  man  in  eminence  and  in  power,  the  third  or  fourth  in  degree  in  a 
great  empire;  and  this  was  at  a  time,  too,  when,  by  his  own  generous  efforts,  pursued 
with  zeal  and  talent  that  commanded  general  admiration  and  esteem,  he  brought 
alx)ut  a  revolution,  the  influence  of  which  now  extends  to  one  hundred  and  twenty 
millions  of  people,  as  great  in  its  moral  and  political  influences  as  the  extinction  of 
the  feudal  system.  In  Hindostan,  under  the  Mogul  government,  the  tenure  of  land 
was  in  the  Empire  and  reverted  upon  the  demise  of  the  holder.  The  afflictions  pro- 
duced by  such  a  system  can  not  \y^  conceived  by  those  who  have  not  been  eye-wit- 
nesses of  them.     Upon  the  death  of  a  zuiundar,  or  landholder,  where  polygamy 
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The  idea  of  a  subsidy  from  the  General  Government  seems  to  have 
been  prominent  in  the  minds  of  the  founders  of  the  Columbian  Institute. 
In  the  closing  portion  of  the  same  address  Doctor  Cutbush  naively 
remarked  as  follows: 

I  can  not  refrain  from  indulging  in  the  pleasing  hope  that  the  members  of  our 
National  Government,  to  whom  has  been  confided  the  guardianship  of  the  District 
of  Columbia,  will  extend  their  fostering  care  to  this  establishment,  and  that  a  part 
of  the  public  grounds,  reserved  for  national  piuposes,  may  be  vested  in  the  Colum- 
bian Institute.  I  would  also,  with  due  deference,  suggest  that  a  small  pecuniary 
aid  would  enable  the  Institute  at  an  earlier  period  to  extend  its  benefits  to  all  parts 
of  the  United  States,  and  to  render  an  essential  service  to  the  nation  by  perpetuating 
an  estabUshment  worthy  of  the  metropolis  bearing  the  name  of  our  illustrious  Wash- 
ington, where  at  some  future  period  the  youth  of  our  country  will  repair  to  complete 
their  education  at  the  national  seminary,  to  which  the  Botanical  Garden  and  Miner- 
alogical  Cabinet  would  be  important  appendages. 


prevails  and  the  children  and  females  are  numerous,  the  death  of  the  head  of  the 
family,  where  no  provision  has  been  otherwise  made,  can  not  be  well  imagined.  Mr. 
Law,  who  held  the  government  of  a  rich  and  populous  province  under  the  Bengal 
administration,  proposed  what  has  been  called  the  Mocurrery  system,  that  is  to 
make  the  land  personal  property  and  not  to  revert  to  the  sovereign.  This  plan,  pur- 
sued through  several  years  of  zeal  and  devotion  to  humanity,  he  accomplished.  The 
Norman  conquest,  the  revolution  in  England  in  i688,  were  great  events,  and  they 
mark  epochs  in  history  and  are  treated  as  such,  while  Mr.  Law's  revolution  without 
bloodshed  eventually  changed  the  whole  moral  and  social  condition  of  Hindostan, 
settled  estates  in  persons  and  as  personal  property,  and  put  an  end  to  all  the  calami- 
ties which  were  consequent  of  the  old  system;  yet  the  event  is  scarcely  heard  of; 
perhaps  there  are  not  three  men  in  this  country  who  ever  heard  of  it  yet.'* 

In  a  letter  written  to  Law  by  Marquis  Comwallis  in  1796,  he  said:  "We  labored 
together  for  the  security  of  person  and  property  to  the  subjects  of  the  British  Gov- 
ernment in  Asia,*'  and  referred  to  **  that  plan  of  which  I  shall  ever  with  gratitude 
acknowledge  you  as  the  founder.*' 

Another  reform  suggested  by  Mr.  Law  was  in  connection  with,  the  commercial 
relations  of  India  with  England.     Concerning  this  Mr.  Law  writes,  in  1824: 

*'The  augmented  wealth  and  prosperity  of  many  of  tlie  natives  of  India  since  I 
quitted  Bengal  is  evinced  by  commercial  events  and  improvements,  some  of  which 
have  fulfilled  my  anticipations,  when  I  proposed  to  the  company,  and  was  urgent 
with  them,  to  throw  open  and  enlarge  new  branches  of  trade  originally  in  India. 
Cotton  and  sugar  are  now  imported  thence  into  England,  and  British  manufacttu-es 
have  been  exported  to  pay  for  these  new  and  rich  Asiatic  cargoes,  and  this  to  an 
amount  that  in  1815  was  estimated  at  £^']o,\'j'].  Five  years  afterwards,  in  1819,  the 
value  of  such  manufactures  exported  to  India  exceeded  three  millions  sterling." 

One  of  the  results  of  this  Indian  reform  was  doubtless  the  aboUtion  at  so  early  a 
day  of  negro  slavery  in  the  British  West  Indies. 

Another  of  his  reforms  was  that  eflFected  when  at  an  early  age  he  was  governor  of 
Behar,  and  which  was  perhaps  his  chief  popular  title  to  the  appellation  of  '*  Father 
of  the  People."  The  capital  of  Behar  is  as  much  venerated  by  the  Hindus  as  Mecca 
by  the  Mohammedans.  Pilg^ms  annually  resort  to  it  from  all  parts  of  India.  These 
pilgrims  had  Ixjen  oppressed  by  heavy  taxes  ever  since  the  establishment  of  the 
Mohammedan  Government — taxes  imposed  according  to  the  apparent  dignity  of  the 
pilgrims,  which  was  rated  by  the  number  of  tlieir  animals,  and  the  palanquins,  horses, 
or  elephants  which  accompanied  them.  When  Mr.  Law  became  collector  the  exac- 
tions were  so  onerous  that  many  Hindus  were  deterred  from  fulfilling  their  religious 


90  Memorial  of  George  Brown  Goode. 

Cutbush*s  address  before  the  Columbian  Institute,  nearly  three- 
quarters  of  a  century  ago,  is  well  worthy  of  study  at  the  present  time. 
It  is  full  of  enlightened  patriotism  and  of  hopeful  prophecy  for  the  United 
States  and  for  Washington.  "Where  genius  and  talent  are  respected, 
rewarded,  and  promoted,*'  wrote  he,  "the  arts  and  sciences  will  flourish 
and  the  wealth  and  power  of  the  nation  increase. '  * 

The  wisdom  of  such  men  as  Cutbush  opened  the  way  for  the  organi- 
zation of  the  National  Institution,  which  in  its  turn,  as  we  shall  see,  had 

usages,  but  through  his  efforts  the  taxes  were  diminished  to  a  moderate  sum,  a 
greater  number  of  pilgrims  would  pay  it,  and,  while  the  demands  of  the  revenue 
were  fulfilled,  **  purposes  of  humanity  were  forwarded  and  the  pious  feelings  of  the 
natives  were  gratified."     [Law's  '*  Reply,*'  p.  7.] 

Mr.  Law's  removal  from  England  was  due  in  part  to  an  act  of  injustice  on  the  part 
of  the  East  India  Company,  which  resulted  in  considerable  financial  loss  to  himself, 
and  in  part  to  his  *' decided  disapprobation  of  an  impolitic  and  exhausting  war  that 
the  administration  was  then  carrying  on  against  France." 

He  conceived  a  great  admiration  for  the  character  of  Washington,  and  when  he 
knew  of  the  efforts  being  made  to  establish  a  national  capital,  he  became  anxious  to 
identify  himself  with  its  growth  from  the  very  beginning. 

He  invested  all  of  his  property  in  houses  and  lots  in  Washington,  and  for  forty 
years  was  one  of  the  most  zealous  and  enlightened  citizens. 

S.  L.  Knapp  (Ignatius  Loyola  Robertson,  LL.D. )  wrote  of  him  in  1830  in  his 
Sketches  of  Public  Characters : 

**  He  purchased  largely  of  the  soil,  built  on  an  extensive  scale,  suggested  ten  thou- 
sand plans  for  the  improvement  of  the  city  and  for  the  prosperity  of  the  nation ;  but 
the  slow,  doubtful,  and  often  strange  course  of  Congress  came  not  only  in  his  way, 
but  in  the  way  of  all  those  deeply  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the  city ;  and  he  has 
spent  the  days  of  his  maturity  and  wisdom  in  unavailing  efforts  for  tlie  improvement 
of  it.  It  is  happy  for  him,  however,  that  he  has  lived  to  see  the  dawn  of  a  better 
day  for  Washington,  and,  if  he  can  not  stay  here  long  to  enjoy  it,  he  will  rejoice  in 
the  hopes  of  his  friends  and  descendants." 

Among  the  enterprises  in  which  he  participated  at  an  early  day  was  the  erection 
of  the  great  building  south  of  the  Capitol  which  has  for  so  many  years  borne  the 
inscription  "Law  House." 

Three  vsons,  born  in  India,  accompanied  Mr.  Law  to  America,  one  of  whom,  Mr. 
John  Law,  a  lawyer  in  Washington,  died  before  1824,  and  all  l>efore  1834. 

Mr.  Law  married,  as  second  wife.  Miss  Custis,  daughter  of  George  Washington 
Parke  Custis,  the  stepson  and  adopted  son  of  Washington,  thus  allying  himself  by 
family  ties  with  the  man  whom  he  so  much  revered. 

Mr.  Law  was  a  zealous  advocate  of  a  national  paper  currency  and  published  a 
book  on  currency. 

He  also  wrote  poetry  and  contributed  to  general  literature. 

He  was  one  of  the  leaders  in  the  intellectual  life  of  the  infant  capital,  and  not- 
withstanding his  personal  eccentricities  was  univcrsiilly  respected.  As  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  first  learned  society  in  Washington,  he  is  worthy  of  our  veneration  ; 
and  since  he  has  been  ignored  by  the  biographical  dictionaries  this  notice  of  his  life 
has  been  written. 

He  died  in  1834. 

Reference  to  Mr.  Law's  character  and  career  may  be  found  in  an  obituary  in  the 
National  Intelligencer,  1834,  quoted  in  the  New  England  Magazine,  September,  1834. 
in  Sketches  of  Public  Characters,  by  '*  Ignatius  Loyola  Robertson  "  (S.  L.  Knapp)  in 


Joel  Barlow. 


^ 
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an  important  influence  toward  shaping  the  course  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution. 

Indeed,  the  germ  of  the  Smithsonian  idea  may  be  found  in  Cutbush's 
address — and  his  spirit  was  kindred  to  that  of  Henry  and  hi^  associates, 
who  worked  under  more  favorable  conditions  thirty  years  later.' 

the  biographical  sketch  of  William  Winston  Seaton,  by  his  daughter,  and  in  Faux's 
Memorable  Days  in  America,  the  review  of  which  in  No.  68  of  the  Quarterly  Review 
evoked  Mr.  Law's  "Reply,'*  which  contains  much  autobiographical  matter. 

The  following  are  titles  of  some  of  Mr.  Law's  publications,  for  the  verbal  accuracy 
of  which  no  responsibility  is  taken,  since  they  are  usually  given  second-hand: 
1792.  Law,  Thomas.  Sketch  of  some  late  arrangements  and  a  review  of  the  rising 

resources  of  Bengal.     London,  1792.    8®.     Lib.  Congress. 
1794.  Law,  Thomas.  *'On  Bengal,"  etc.     Perhaps  another  ed.  of'that  printed  in 

1792-     Quoted  by  Allibone. 
1806.  [Law,  Thomas.]  Ballston  Spring.      [A  poem.]     New  York,  1806.     Boston 

Ath. 
1820.  Law,  Thomas.     Remarks  on  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

March  i,  1819.     Wilmington,  1820.     8®.     Boston  Ath. 

1824.  Law,  Thomas.     A  reply  to  certain  insinuations,  published  as  an  article  in  the 

sixty-eighth  number  of  the  Quarterly  Review.  Washington,  1827.  8®.  pp. 
1-27.  (i.)  Lib.  Cong.  Refers  to  a  libelous  article;  a  review  of  Paux's 
Memorable  Days  in  America. 
1827.  Law,  Thomas  (and  others).  Report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  committee 
appointed  in  Washington  in  1824  to  present  a  memorial  to  Congress,  pray- 
ing for  the  establishment  of  a  national  currency.  Washington:  Way  & 
Gideon.     1824.     8°.     40  pp.     Lib.  Cong. ;  Boston  Ath. 

1825.  Law,  Thomas.     Address  before  the  Columbian  Institute.     Washington,  1825. 

8°.     Boston  Ath. 

1826.  Law,  Thomas.     Considerations  tending  to  render  the  policy  questionable  of 

plans  for  liquidating,  within  the  next  four  years,  of  the  6  per  cent  stocks 
of  the  United  States.  Washington :  S.  A.  Elliott.  1826.  8°.  pp.  22.  Lib. 
Cong. ;  Boston  Ath. 

1827.  Law,  Thomas.     Propositions  for  creating  means  for  commencing  the  Chesa- 

peake and  Ohio  Canal,  with  report  of  committee  thereon.  [Washington, 
1827?]     I  folio  sheet.    Lib.  Cong. 

1828.  Law,  Thomas.     Address  to  the  Columbian  Institute  on  a  moneyed  system. 

Washington,  1828.     8°.     Lib.  Cong.;  Boston  Ath. 
1830.  Law,  Thomas.     Address  to  the  Columbian  Institute  on  the  question,  "What 

ought  to  be  tlie  circulating  medium  of  a  nation?"     Washington,  1830.     8**. 

Lib.  Cong. ;  Boston  Ath. 
1833.  Law,  Thomas.     Synopsis  of  a  plan  for  a  national  currency.    Washington, 

1833.     8°.     Lib.  Cong. 
» The  two  brotliers  James  and  Edward  Cutbiish  were  among  the  most  active  of  the 
popular  teachers  and  promoters  of  science  and  education  at  the  beginning  of  the 
present  century,  and  it  would  be  unjust  to  allow  their  names  to  drop  out  of  the  his- 
tory of  American  science. 

Both  were  physicians,  both  teachers  of  chemistry,  both  enthusiastic  in  the  work 
of  founding  schools  and  learned  societies.  They  were  bom,  certainly  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, probably  Philadelphia,  somewhere  between  the  years  1750  and  1770.  Edward 
entered  the  medical  department  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  in  1790  and 
graduated  in  1794,  and  his  brother  James  at  about  the  same  time  or  a  little  later. 
James  Cutbush  at  the  beginning  of  the  centiury,  and  for  a  few  years  subsequent, 
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matter  how  humble  its  source,  seems  to  have  had  its  weight  in  the  delib- 
erations, and  almost  every  one  was  embodied  in  one  or  more  of  the  provi- 
sions of  the  numerous  bills  brought  up  for  the  consideration  of  Congress. 

In  1836,  when  this  matter  first  came  to  the  notice  of  the  Senate,  it 
seems  to  have  been  the  generally  accepted  opinion  of  those  who  took  part 
in  the  discussion  that  the  intention  of  the  testator  was  the  establishing 
of  a  university. 

In  this  direction,  too,  was  the  tendency  of  the  ad\nce  of  those  **  persons 
versed  in  science  and  in  matters  relating  to  public  education,"  to  whom 
in  July,  1838,  the  Secretary  of  State  addressed  letters,  asking  advice  as 
to  the  most  advantageous.mode  of  applying  the  proceeds  of  the  bequest.' 

Of  these,  three  favored  a  school  of  high  grade.  President  Wayland, 
an  institution  which  should  occupy  * '  the  space  between  the  close  of  a 
collegiate  education  and  a  professional  school ;  *  *  Doctor  Cooper,  '  *  an  insti- 
tution of  the  character  of  an  university; ' '  President  Chapiu,  * '  an  institu- 
tion for  liberal  and  professional  purposes  and  for  the  promotion  of  original 
mvestigations — ^to  carry  scholars  through  a  range  of  studies  much  above 
those  of  the  ordinary  collegiate  course.  *  * 

Horatio  Hubbell,  of  Philadelphia,  also,  in  a  letter  to  President  Van 
Buren,  urged  a  university  on  the  German  plan,  with  numerous  professor- 
ships, chiefly  scientific,  and  Professor  Dunglison,  of  the  University  of 
Virginia,  in  two  very  favorable  letters  in  the  Southern  Literary  Messen- 
ger (under  the  signature  **^'*)>  proposed  the  foundation  of  *'a  central 
school  of  natural  science,"  to  be  supplemented  in  time  by  a  botanical 
garden,  an  observatory,  a  zoological  institute,  or  analogous  means  (includ- 
ing, doubtless,  in  his  mind,  museum  collections),  for  prosecuting  in  a 
proper  way  the  g^eat  sciences  of  astronomy  and  general  physiology — ' '  a 
school  where  natural  philosophy,  chemistry,  geology,  mineralogy,  phi- 
losophy, and  all  other  sciences  could  be  effectually  taught — a  school 
which,  so  far  from  clashing  with  others,  would  aid  them — which,  although 
it  might  be  helped  by  a  gift  of  funds  from  the  nation,  could  neverthe- 
less go  into  operation  without  them — which,  under  a  wise  nianaj^enient, 
could  be  speedily  brought  to  yield  results  of  the  utmost  practical  import- 
ance, and  fulfill  to  the  ver}^  letter  the  wishes  of  the  testator. ' '  ^ 

Mr.  Rush  objected  to  a  schcK^l  of  any  kind,  and  i)roi)()sed  a  ])lan  which 
more  nearly  than  any  other  of  the  early  ones  corresi)onded  with  that 
which  was  finally  adopted.  In  a  shadowy  way  he  outlined  a  system  of 
scientific  correspondence,  of  lectureships,  of  general  cooperation  with  the 
scientific  efforts  of  the  Government,  of  a  liberal  system  of  publication. 


*  These  are  the  names  of  the  persons  thus  addressed  : 

The  Hon.  John  Quincy  Adams,  Senator  and  ex-President;  Thomas  Cooper,  ]\I.  I)., 
Columbia,  South  Carohna ;  Hon.  Richard  Rush,  Sydenham,  near  Pliiladeli)liia,  Penn- 
sylvania; Professor  Krancis  Wayland,  President  of  Hrown  I'niversity.  Providence. 
Rhode  Island  ;  Hon.  Albert  Gallatin,  Rev.  Stephen  C)lin,  Philip  I,indsley,  and  others. 

"Southern  Literary  Messenger,  V,  1838,  p.  82S;  VI,  1840,  p.  25,  and  also  Rliees, 
Documents,  pp.  864-890. 
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and  even  of  collections  of  geological,  zoological,  botanical,  ethnological, 
and  economical  objects. 

The  fifth  response  was  from  the  venerable  Senator  and  ex-President, 
John  Quincy  Adams,  who,  from  1835,  when  he  was  appointed  chairman 
of  the  select  committee  of  the  House  to  report  upon  the  Smithson 
bequest,  appears  to  have  taken  a  deep  interest  in  its  fate,  and  to  have 
felt  personally  responsible  for  its  judicious  administration.  In  his  letters 
to  the  Secretary  of  State,  October  8  and  11,  1838,  he  brought  forward 
with  great  vigor  the  proposal  that  the  first  use  to  be  made  of  the  fund 
was  the  establishment  of  a  great  national  astronomical  observatory,  and 
in  January,  1839,  as  chairman  of  the  House  committee,  acting  jointly 
with  a  similar  committee  from  the  Senate,  he  reported  a  bill  (House  bill 
1 161,  Senate  bill  293)  providing  for  the  establishment  of  an  observatory 
fully  equipped,  with  provision  for  the  publication  of  its  observations,  and 
the  annual  composition  and  publication  of  a  nautical  almanac. 

The  bill,  which  was  evidently  a  minority  report  of  the  joint  conmiittee, 
was  reinforced  by  two  sets  of  resolutions,  proposed  by  Mr.  Adams  in  the 
House,  one  reported  from  the  committee  January  26,  providing — 

That  the  first  appropriation  from  the  interest,  or  income,  of  the  Smithsonian  fund, 
ought  to  be  for  the  erection  and  establishment,  at  the  city  of  Washington,  of  an 
astronomical  observatory,  provided  with  the  best  and  most  approved  instruments 
and  books  for  the  continual  observation,  calculation  and  recording  of  the  remark- 
able phenomena  of  the  heavens ;  for  the  periodical  publication  of  the  observations 
thus  made ;  and  of  a  nautical  almanac  for  the  use  of  the  mariners  of  the  United 
States  and  of  all  other  navigating  nations. 

The  second,  reported  February  6,  recited  the  opinion — 

That  the  education  of  the  children  of  these  United  States  is  a  duty  of  solemn 
and  indispensable  obligation  incumbent  upon  their  parents  and  guardians,  not  for 
the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men,  but  to  qualify  them  for  the 
enjoyment  of  their  rights,  and  the  performance  of  their  duties  throughout  life  [and 
therefore] 

That  no  part  of  the  Smithsonian  fund  ought  to  be  applied  to  the  education  of  the 
children  or  youth  of  the  United  States,  nor  to  any  school,  college,  university,  or 
institute  of  education. 

The  latter  resolutions  were  evidently  intended  as  a  counterpoise  to  the 
view  still  held  by  many  members  of  the  Senate,  which  was  brought  for- 
ward by  the  speech  of  Senator  Asher  Robbins,  of  Rhode  Island,  January 
10,  1839,  in  which  he  urged  "that  this  institution  should  make  one  of  a 
nunilDer  of  colleges  to  constitute  a  university  to  be  established  here,  and 
to  be  endowed  in  a  manner  worthy  of  this  great  nation  and  their  immense 
resources. '  * 

On  the  1 8th  of  February  Senator  Robbins  produced  an  antidote  to  Mr. 
Adam's  anti -university  resolution  in  the  following: 

I.  Resolved y  That  it  is  the  duty  of  the  United  States,  they  having  accepted  the 
trust  under  the  will  of  Mr.  Smithson,  of  London,  to  execute  that  trust  bona  fide 
according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  testator. 
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2.  Resolved^  That  the  trust  being  to  found  an  institution  in  the  city  of  Washington 
for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men,  the  kind  of  institution 
which  will  have  the  effect  intended  and  described,  in  the  most  eminent  degjree,  will 
be  the  kind  of  institution  which  ought,  in  good  faith  to  be  adopted,  as  being  most  in 
accordance  with  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  testator. 

3.  Resolved^  That  all  experience  having  shown  scientific  and  literary  institutions 
to  be  by  far,  the  most  effectual  means  to  the  end  of  increasing  and  diffusing  knowl- 
edge among  men,  the  Smithsonian  Institution  should  be  a  scientific  and  literary 
institution,  formed  upon  a  model  the  best  calculated  to  make  those  means  the  most 
effectual  to  that  end. 

4.  Resolved^  That  to  apply  said  trust  fund  to  the  erection  and  support  of  an  observ- 
atory, would  not  be  to  fulfill  bona  fide  the  intention  of  the  testator,  nor  would 
it  comport  with  the  dignity  of  the  United  States  to  owe  such  an  establishment  to 
foreign  eleemosynary  means. 

Neither  of  the  bills  was  received  with  favor,  and  the  Twenty-fifth  Con- 
gress came  to  an  end  without  any  decision  having  been  reached.  Senator 
Robbins  retired  from  public  life  at  this  time,  and  the  university  idea  was 
not  subsequently  brought  prominently  forward.  During  this  session, 
however,  various  petitions  were  received.  One  was  from  Professor 
Walter  R.  Johnson,  urging  the  foundation,  advocating  the  claims  of  **an 
institution  for  researches  in  practical  science. ' ' ' 

Another  was  from  Charles  Lewis  Fleischmann,  of  the  United  States 
Patent  Office,  proposing  the  establishment  of  an  institution  for  the 
promotion  of  agriculture,  with  experimental  farms  of  1,360  acres,  manu- 
factories, mills,  and  workshops,  a  considerable  staff  of  teachers  and 
instructors,  and  one  hundred  students  at  the  commencement.' 

The  Kentucky  State  Agricultural  Society  petitioned  for  the  endowment 
of  an  agricultural  school  or  college  out  of  the  legacy,  and  the  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Coast  Survey,  Mr.  Hassler,  was  urging  the  foundation  of 
an  astronomical  school. 

In  the  meantime  public  interest  was  becoming  awakened.  The  matter 
was  agitated  in  the  newspapers  and  reviews,  petitions  were  coming  in 
from  individuals,  urging  speedy  action,  and  the  corporation  of  the  city 
of  Washington,  through  their  mayor,  Peter  Force,  prCvSented  a  vigorously 
worded  memorial  to  Congress.^ 

Early  in  the  first  session  of  the  Twenty-sixth  Congress,  1839-184 1, 
Mr.  Adams  again  brought  up  the  Smithson  bequest,  introducing  again 
his  bill  for  the  establishment  of  a  national  observatory  and  reenforcing  it 
by  his  famous  report  of  1840*  and  a  speech  of  considerable  length,  supple- 
mented by  an  elaborate  statement  from  the  astronomer  royal  of  Great 
Britain  concerning  the  observ^atories  at  Greenwich  and  elsewhere. 


'Presented  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  May,  21,  1838. — vSee  Rhees,  Documents, 
pp.  171-186. 

"Reported  to  the  House  of  Representatives  January  9,  1839. — '^^c  Rhees,  Docu- 
ments, pp.  186-198. 

3  Rhees,  Documents,  pp.  200,  201. 

^  First  session.  House  of  Representatives  Report  No.  277.  Smithson  bequest.  (To 
accompany  amendatory  bill  H.  R.  No.  i. )  May  5,  1840.  Washington:  Blair  &  Ross, 
printers.     8vo.,  p.  155. 
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Mr.  Adams  seems  to  have  been  alone  in  his  advocacy  of  the  observatory 
and  his  bill  and  report  produced  no  results. 

It  was  just  at  this  time  that  the  National  Institution  was  organized  on 
the  15th  of  May,  1840,  by  the  adoption  of  a  constitution  and  a  declaration 
of  its  objects,  '*  which  are  to  promote  science  and  the  useful  arts,  and  to 
establish  a  national  museum  of  natural  history,  etc." 

The  constitution  of  this  society  in  its  first  form  was  somewhat  meager, 
but  as  printed  on  the  cover  of  the  second  bulletin  of  proceedings  is 
decidedly  prophetic  of  the  future  act  of  incorporation  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution. 

Its  plan,  however,  was  conceived  in  a  broad  and  liberal  spirit,  its 
membership  was  a  strong  one,  including  at  the  beginning  about  ninety 
representative  men  of  Washington,  Members  of  Congress,  scientific  men, 
clergymen,  and  prominent  citizens,  and  as  many  more  corresponding 
members,  among  whom  were  all  the  leading  men  of  the  country.  Among 
its  principal  officers  were  the  Secretary  of  War,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
ex-President  Adams,  the  Chief  of  Engineers  of  the  Army,  and  other 
prominent  officials.  The  meetings  were  well  attended,  the  membership 
was  enthusiastic,  gifts  of  books  and  specimens  began  to  flow  in,  and  the 
prospects  of  the  society  looked  very  bright. 

In  his  discourse'  on  the  objects  and  importance  of  the  National  Insti- 
tution, delivered  January  5,  1841,  its  president,  Mr.  Poinsett,  referred 
pointedly  to  the  Smithson  bequest,  saying  that  it  offered  a  favorable 
occasion  for  carrying  into  effect  all  the  important  objects  connected  with 
a  national  institution,  such  as  that  just  being  organized  in  Washington, 
enabling  the  ' '  Government  to  afford  all  necessary  protection  to  the  pro- 
motion of  science  and  the  useful  arts'  without  the  exercise  of  any 
doubtful  power,  etc.'' 

Soon  after  this,  in  February,  Senators  Linn  and  Preston,  both  members 
of  the  National  Institution,  proposed  new  bills  for  the  organization  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution,  at  the  same  time  reporting  a  bill  to  incorporate 
the  National  Institution  for  the  Promotion  of  Science. 

By  these  bills  the  entire  management  of  the  Smithsonian  fund  was  to 
be  intrusted  to  the  National  Institution.  Its  officers,  a  superintendent 
and  six  professors,  were  to  be  nominated  by  that  society,  which  was  also 
to  prescribe  their  duties.  Provision  was  made  for  joint  occupancy  by  the 
two  institutions  of  buildings  to  be  erected  at  the  cost  of  the  Smithson 
bequest,  and  finally  it  was  required — 

That  all  coUections  of  works  of  art  and  of  natural  history,  owned  by  the  United 
States,  not  otherwise  assigned  (or  all  works  of  art,  and  all  books  relating  thereto, 
and  all  collections  and  curiosities  belonging  to  the  United  States,  in  the  possession  of 

'  Discoiurse  on  the  Objects  and  Importance  of  the  National  Institution  for  the  Pro- 
motion of  Science,  established  at  Washington,  1840,  delivered  at  the  first  anni- 
versary.    Washington,  1841,  p.  49. 

*  The  avowed  objects  of  the  National  Institution. 
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any  of  the  Executive  Departments,  and  not  necessarily  connected  with  the  duties 
thereof)  shall  be  deposited  in  said  buildings  (or  shall  be  transferred  to  said  institu- 
tion, to  be  there  preserved  and  arranged). 

In  these  bills,  drawn  up  in  1840,  may  be  found  the  germ  of  the  National 
Museum  idea,  even  to  the  extent  of  a  proposition  for  an  appropriation 
from  the  National  Treasury,  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the 
officers  of  the  National  Institution,  the  president  and  directors  of  which 
were  the  prototypes  of  the  Smithsonian  Chancellor  and  Regents  for  piw- 
poses  connected  with  the  administration  of  the  collections  such  as  it  was 
not  deemed  proper  to  pay  for  out  of  the  Smithsonian  fund.' 

The  object  of  the  National  Institution  was  the  promotion  of  science 
and  the  useful  arts,  but  the  principal  agency  chosen  for  accomphshing 
this  object  was  a  national  museum  of  natural  history,  etc. 

This  was  stated  clearly  in  its  declaration  of  objects  at  the  time  of  its 
organization  in  1840,  as  well  as  in  its  constitution.' 

The  sections  relating  to  the  Museum  in  the  proposed  act  of  incorpora- 
tion of  the  Institution  of  1841  corresponded  precisely  to  Articles  XIV 
and  XVI  of  the  constitution  of  the  society,  except  that  the  provision 
for  the  appointment  of  curators  by  the  Institution  is  omitted. 

It  was  evidently  the  intention  that  the  Board  of  Managers  should 
control  the  national  collections  by  virtue  of  the  authority  vested  in  them 
in  their  proposed  control  of  the  Smithsonian  .Institution. 

The  act  to  incorporate  the  National  Institution  did  not  receive  the 
approval  of  Congress  until  1842,^  when  new  proposals  for  the  organiza- 

*And  for  the  transportation  and  arrangement  of  the  .same,  the  sum  of  f5,ooo  is 
hereby  appropriated  out  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  to  be  expended  under 
the  direction  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  National  Institution.  (Senate 
bill,  No.  245,  Twenty-sixth  Congress,  1839-1841,  section  No.  4.) 
' Constitution,  May,  1840,  January,  1841 :  Constitution,  February,  1 842  : 
Art  I  ci,K  XIV.  The  resident  and  corre-  ARTICI.K  XIV.  The  Institution  shall 
sponding  members  shall  exert  themselves  have  power  to  appoint  Curators  and 
to  procure  specimens  of  natural  history,  others  for  the  preservation  and  arrange- 
etc,  and  the  said  specimens  shall  be  ment  of  its  collections.  The  resident 
placed  in  the  Cabinet  under  the  superin-  and  corresponding  members  shall  exert 
tendence  of  a  Board  of  Curators  to  be  tliemselves  to  procure  specimens  of  nat- 
appointed  by  the  Directors.  All  such  ural  histor>',  etc.;  and  the  said  specimens 
specimens,  etc.,  unless  deposited  spe-  shall  be  placed  in  the  Cabinet  under  the 
cialiy,  shall  remain  in  the  Cabinet,  and  in  superintendence  of  a  Curator  or  Curators. 
case  of  the  dissolution  of  this  Institution,  All  such  specimens,  etc.,  unless  deposited 
shall  become  the  property  of  tlie  United  specially,  shall  remain  in  the  Cabinet, 
States.  and,  in  case  of  a  dissolution  of  the  Insti- 

tution, shall  become  the  property  of  the 
United  States. 

Article  XVI.  The  various  collections 
of  the  Institution  shall  be  placed  in  the 
apartments  which  may  be  designated  for 
that  purpose  by  a  majority  of  the  Direct- 
ors. 
3 Senator  Preston,  April  11,  1842,  reintroduced  his  bill  of  the  previous  year. 
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tion  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  were  brought  for>vard,  ver>'^  similar 
in  many  respects  to  those  which  had  developed  within  the  National 
Institution. 

The  idea  of  a  national  museum  to  be  administered  in  connection  with 
the  Smithsonian  organization  had  been  suggested  by  no  one  in  the  five 
years  of  discussion  which  preceded  the  organization  of  the  National 
Institution. 

It  is  true  that  there  had  been  plans  proposed,  especially  those  of 
Dunglison  and  Rush,  which  might  have  led  up  to  the  development  of 
a  museum,  but  the  value  of  the  museum  as  an  educational  agency  and 
as  an  aid  to  research  was  not  understood  in  those  days.  In  its  former 
aspect,  it  needed  the  teachings  of  the  great  exhibitions  from  185 1  to  1876, 
in  the  latter  the  vivifying  influence  of  the  Dan^anian  scientific  renais- 
sance of  1859. 

The  subject  of  the  Smithsonian  legacy  and  its  proper  disposition  was 
henceforth  one  of  those  most  frequently  discussed  by  the  founders  of 
the  National  Institution,  and  for  years  it  was  the  opinion  of  many 
influential  men  that  this  vsociety  should  be  made  the  custodian  of  the 
Smithson  fund,  and  that  the  interests  of  the  two  establishments  should 
be  united. 

A  suggestive  indication  of  the  sentiment  of  the  ofiicers  of  the  Insti- 
tution is  found  in  the  letter  of  the  committee  of  management  to  the 
Secretaries  of  War  and  the  Navy  in  1842,  in  which  they  remark  that 
the  object  of  the  National  Institution  is  *'to  increase  and  diffuse  knowl- 
edge among  men" — making  prominent  the  words  of  the  Smithsonian 
bequest  instead  of  the  official  definition  of  the  objects  of  their  own 
society,  and  deliberately  indicating  the  fact  of  quotation,  by  the  custom- 
ary symbols. 

The  influence  of  this  society  was  strongly  and  continuously  present  in 
Congress,  for  the  six  years  which  followed  its  organization,  until  the 
Smithsonian  act  was  finally  framed,  and  it  seems  very  appropriate  to  try 
to  ascertain  whose  was  the  master  mind  which  not  only  prevailed  in 
finally  ingrafting  the  development  of  the  National  Museum  upon  the 
Smithsonian  project,  but  which  directly  or  indirectly  led  to  the  forma- 
tion of  the  various  features  of  organization  which  have  become  such 
characteristic  elements  in  the  Smithsonian  plan. 

The  controlling  mind  was  evidently  that  of  Joel  R.  Poinsett,  of  South 
Carolina,  who  was  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  1840,  and  at  whose  house 
the  society  was  organized,  by  eight  persons,  among  whom  were,  of  course, 
Mr.  Poinsett,  Colonel  Abert,  Mr.  Markoe,  and  Colonel  Totten.  Mr. 
Poinsett  was  senior  director,  under  the  first  plan  of  organization,  and 
occupied  the  chair  at  every  meeting  until,  under  the  amended  constitu- 
tion, he  was  elected  its  first  president  in  1841.  The  amendment  to  the 
constitution  was  doubtless  made  in  order  to  retain  his  official  leadership, 
for  he  became  director  ex  officio  while  Secretary  of  the  Navy.     With  the 
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close  of  Van  Buren's  Administration  he  became  a  private  citizen,  but  the 
constitution  was  amended  before  his  retirement  from  the  Cabinet,  and 
the  position  of  presiding  officer  was  never  proffered  to  his  successor. 

Although,  from  this  time  on,  absent  from  the  city,  he  was  retained  in 
the  presidency  and  reelected  in  1841,  the  vice-president  of  the  society, 
Colonel  Peter  Force,  continually  presiding  in  his  absence. 

Although  the  society  elected  its  officers  annually,  Mr.  Poinsett  told 
Mr.  Adams  soon  after  his  election  that  he  should  for  two  years  come  to 
Washington  to  preside  over  the  National  Institution  for  the  Promotion 
of  Science.  He  was  in  fact  reelected  to  the  presidency  at  every  annual 
meeting  until  that  of  1845,  when,  having  declined  candidacy,  Senator 
Levi  Woodbury  was  chosen  president  and  Mr.  Poinsett  was  unanimously 
elected  an  honorary  member  of  the  Institution. 

From  this  period  the  decline  of  the  society's  prosperity  was  marked. 
It  is  more  probable,  however,  that  Mr.  Poinsett's  lack  of  interest  was  a 
result  of  the  weakness  of  the  society  than  that  the  weakness  resulted 
from  his  lack  of  interest. 

Perhaps,  however,  if  Mr.  Poinsett  had  been  a  resident  of  Washington 
rather  than  of  South  Carolina  during  the  four  years  of  his  presidency, 
the  result  would  have  been  different. 

That  Mr.  Poinsett,  as  early  as  1838,  was  thinking  seriously  about  the 
disposition  of  the  Smithsonian  bequest  is  evident  from  an  entry  in  the 
diary  of  John  Quincy  Adams,  under  date  of  December  8.'  Mr.  Adams 
was  evidently  suspicious,  and  believed  that  Mr.  Poinsett  did  not  give  him 
his  entire  confidence.  In  April,  1839,  he  talked  to  him  again,  and  in 
1 84 1  he  wrote  again  in  his  diary:  *'  April  14.  Mr.  Poinsett  called  upon 
me  and  now  fully  disclosed  his  project,  which  is  to  place  the  investment 
and  disposal  of  the  Smithsonian  funds  under  the  management  of  the 
American  Institution  for  the  Promotion  of  Literature  and  Science/  .  .  . 
He  said  he  had  at  present  no  other  occupation  on  hand,  and  would 
be  willing  to  devote  two  years  entirely  to  organizing  this  establishment 
and  getting  it  into  full  operation.'* 

**I  know  not,"  continued  the  aged  statesman,  ''that  it  could  be 
accomplished  more  effectively,  and  think  I  must  acquiesce  in  this  arrange- 
ment and  endeavor  to  carry  it  through." 

Since  the  bills  of  Messrs.  Linn  and  Preston  had  been  already  for  two 
months  before  the  Senate,  it  seems  strange  that  Mr.  Adams  should  have 
looked  upon  Mr.  Poinsett's  communication  as  a  revelation — still  more 
so  when  it  is  remembered  how  clearly  he  had  expressed  himself  in  his 
Discoiu'se  in  January.^ 

*  Extracts  from  the  Memoirs  of  John  Quincy  Adams,  Rhees,  Documents,  p.  769. 

'Evidently  meaning  the  National  Institution. 

3  Mr.  Poinsett  was  not  only  the  first  to  publicly  suggest  the  union  of  the  Smith- 
sonian with  the  National  Institution,  but  was  constant  in  his  advocacy  of  the  project. 
(See  remarks,  March  8,  184 1,  Proceedings  of  the  National  Institution,  2d  Bull., p.  69, 
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Poinsett,  when  elected  to  the  presidency  of  the  National  Institution, 
was  a  man  sixty-two  years  of  age,  who  had  lived  an  eventful  life,  full  of 
opportunities  for  observing  the  institutions  of  Europe,  Asia,  and  South 
America.  His  cultiure  was  broad  and  sympathetic,  and  he  was,  perhaps, 
better  fitted  than  any  of  the  public  men  of  his  time  to  appreciate  the 
necessity  of  organizing  our  public  institutions  on  the  most  liberal  and 
comprehensive  plan. 

In  his  interviews  with  those  who  advocated  the  establishment  of  an 
observatory  as  the  first  result  of  the  Smithsonian  legacy,  he  showed 
full  appreciation  of  the  value  of  such  an  institution,  but  seems  to  have 
kept  before  his  own  mind  a  much  more  comprehensive  ideal. 

Poinsett  was  the  first  to  suggest  the  idea  of  a  great  national  museum 
at  the  capital  of  the  nation. 

In  his  address  upon  The  Objects  and  Importance  of  the  National 
Institution  for  the  Promotion  of  Science,  delivered  at  the  first  anni- 
versary meeting  of  the  society,  January  4,  1 841,  he  advocated  boldly  the 
formation  of  a  national  museum  as  one  of  the  most  important  features 
of  a  central  establishment  at  the  3eat  of  Government,  such  as  is  main- 
tained in  every  country  in  Europe  for  the  advantage  of  those  who  culti- 
vated the  arts  and  sciences. 

To  one  who  reads  this  address  it  will  become  evident  that  it  was 
Poinsett  who  put  in  words  the  definition  of  the  objects  of  the  National 
Institution — to  promote  science  and  the  useful  arts,  and  to  establish  a 
national  museum  of  natural  history. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  this  address: 

The  lovers  of  science,  literature,  and  the  fine  arts,  residing  in  the  District,  felt 
sensibly  the  absence  of  those  resources  which  are  found  elsewhere,  and  are  necessary 
for  the  attainment  of  knowledge.  They  were  mortified  to  perceive  that  the  great 
advantages  possessed  by  the  public  authorities  at  Washington  were  neglected,  and 

and  letter,  February  7, 1842,  Idem.,  p.  157.)  Doctor  Peter  S.  Duponceau,  president 
of  the  American  Philosophical  Society,  in  a  letter  to  the  Institution  in  November, 
1840,  remarked:  "Congress  can  not  find  a  better  opportunity  to  execute  the  will  of 
that  beneficent  testator  than  by  laying  hold  of  your  institution,  and  making  it  its 
own.**  (Idem.,  ist  Bull.,  p.  12.)  The  Hon.  Virgil  Maxcy,  charge  d'affaires  at  Bel- 
gium, wrote  in  December,  1840,  that  in  his  opinion  no  better  use  could  be  made  of 
the  bequest  than  *' to  place  it  under  the  direction  of  a  Society  organized  for  the 
carrying  into  effect  identical  views  with  those  contemplated  by  the  philanthropical 
and  philosophical  testator."     (Idem.,  p.  46.) 

See  in  this  connection  letters  from  Richard  Rush,  on  the  Smithsonian  bequest 
Proceedings  of  the  National  Institution  (2d  Bull.,  1842,  pp.  201-204) ;  from  Peter  S. 
Duponceau,  on  the  Smithsonian  bequest  (Idem.,  204-208) ;  from  Hon.  Virgil  Maxcy, 
charg^  d'affaires  of  tlie  United  States  to  Belgium  (ist  Bulletin,  pp.  46,  47); 
Opening  Address  by  John  Tyler,  President  of  the  United  States,  patron  of  the 
National  Institute  (3d  Bulletin,  pp.  437,  438) ;  letter  from  the  Hon.  Levi  Woodbury, 
Uniteil  States  Senate  (Idem.,  pp.  451-453);  Smithsonian  bequest,  by  the  Hon. 
Richard  Rush  (Idem.,  pp.  455-460);  address  of  Hon.  Mr.  Preston,  of  the  United 
States  Senate  (Idem.,  p.  236);  letter  of  John  Pickering,  of  Boston,  September  i, 
1841  (2d  Bull.,  pp.  107,  no). 
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that,  at  the  seat  of  Government  of  this  great  nation,  there  existed  fewer  means  than 
in  any  other  city  of  the  Union  of  prosecuting  those  studies,  which,  while  they 
impart  dignity  and  enjoyment  to  existence,  lead  to  the  most  useful  practical  results. 
They  believed  it  to  be  their  duty  to  arouse  the  attention  of  Government  to  these 
deficiencies,  and,  at  all  events,  to  address  themselves  to  the  task  of  supplying  them, 
as  far  as  could  be  done  by  their  individual  and  combined  exertions.  For  these  piu*- 
poses  they  have  formed  an  association  and  applied  themselves  to  collect  specimens 
of  geology  and  mineralogy,  and  other  objects  of  natural  history,  and,  for  the  short 
period  of  its  existence,  the  efforts  of  the  Institution  have  been  eminently  successful. 
They  have  entered  into  correspondence  with  other  learned  societies,  and  have  been 
encouraged  to  proceed  by  their  approbation,  and  profited  by  their  generous  coopera- 
tion. They  have  invited  the  assistance  of  their  fellow-citizens  in  the  most  distant 
States  and  Territories,  and  hope,  by  their  aid,  to  collect  documents  and  facts  illus- 
trative of  the  early  history  of  our  country,  specimens  of  its  geology  and  of  its  min- 
eral and  vegetable  productions,  and,  if  not  to  preserve  the  animals  and  plants 
themselves,  which  are  passing  away  before  the  progress  of  settlement  and  cultiva- 
tion, at  least  to  perpetuate  their  forms,  and  the  memory  of  their  existence.  They 
hope  to  be  able  to  illustrate  these  subjects  and  others  connected  with  them  by  a 
series  of  gratuitous  lectures,  and  entertain  a  confident  expectation  that  numbers, 
whose  duties  compel  them  annually  to  assemble  here,  will  view  witli  interest  collec- 
tions of  the  natiu^l  productions  of  America,  drawn  from  every  State  and  Territory 
in  the  Union,  and,  becoming  sensible  of  their  utility,  will  contribute  on  their  retiUTi 
to  swell  their  amount,  and  to  spread  throughout  the  country  a  taste  for  literary  and 
scientific  pursuits. 

In  another  place  in  the  discourses  of  Mr.  Poinsett,  we  find  avowals  of 
plans  and  ambitious  aspirations  for  the  future  of  the  National  Museum 
which  would  satisfy  the  most  ambitious  of  its  supporters  of  to-day.  He 
spoke  thus : 

Specimens  of  natural  history  are  rapidly  accumulating.  The  exploring  expedition 
has  already  sent  home  a  large  collection,  which  remains  packed  away  in  lx)xes  in  a 
room  belonging  to  the  Philadelphia  Museum,  generously  loaned  by  the  company  for 
that  purpose;  and  we  may  anticipate  from  the  ability  and  well-known  zeal  of  the 
naturalists  who  accompanied  it  by  order  of  Government  that  the  squadron  itself, 
shortly  expected,  will  return  richly  freighted  with  objects  of  natural  history.  I  can 
not  believe  that  after  all  the  labor,  pains,  and  expense  incurred  in  procuring  them, 
these  specimens  are  not  to  l)e  brought  to  Washington,  to  be  arranged  and  exhibited 
here.  A  geological  vSurv-ey  of  the  Territory  of  Iowa  was  made  a  few  months  since,  by 
order  of  the  Government,  and  numerous  valuable  specimens  collected  by  Mr.  Owen. 
Mr.  Nicolet  has  brought  with  him  interesting  collections  made  in  the  country  he 
visited,  and  Doctor  King,  of  Missouri,  lately  sent  to  the  lead  region  on  business  con- 
nected with  the  ordnance  office,  while  there  collected  specimens  of  minerals  which 
are  likewise  destined  for  Washington.  The  ordnance  officers  who  have  lately  returned 
from  Europe,  have  brought  with  them  numerous  specimens  of  the  iron  ores  used  in 
the  foundries  there,  and  measures  have  been  taken  to  procure,  as  objects  of  compari- 
son, those  of  the  United  States. 

Several  individuals  have  transmitted  donations  to  the  Institution,  while  others  have 
deposited  their  collections  with  us,  from  a  desire  to  have  tliem  preserved,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  to  benefit  science.  We  have  reason  to  believe  that  this  will  be  extensively 
done  as  soon  as  the  Institution  is  firmly  established.  There  are  many  of  oin:  country- 
men who,  like  Sir  Hans  Sloane,  the  founder  of  the  British  Museum,  look  forward  with 
regret  to  the  sale  and  dispersion  of  their  collections,  made  at  great  cost  and  pains, 
and  desiring  to  have  them  preserved  entire,  would  deposit  them  with  an  institution 
which  will  be  as  stable  as  the  Government  that  protects  it. 


Benjamin  Smith  Barton, 
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In  every  country  i:i  Europe,  those  who  cultivate  the  arts  and  sciences  enjoy  the 
advantage  of  finding  in  each  capital  a  central  establishment,  such  as  we  propose. 

In  London,  the  Royal  Miiseum,  which  was  commenced  by  the  enlightened  liber- 
ality of  an  individual,  and  subsequently  enriched  by  similar  bequests,  and  now 
liberally  patronized  by  Government,  possesses  all  that  is  necessary  to  protect  and 
encourage  literature,  science,  and  the  arts. 

The  Society  for  the  Promotion  of  Science  and  the  Useful  Arts  in  Dublin,  having 
an  extensive  museum  of  natural  history,  a  botanic  garden,  and  school  of  design, 
fulfills  effectually  the  objects  of  its  institution,  and  justifies  the  very  liberal  patronage 
of  the  British  Government.  There  students  in  every  branch  of  science  find  the  means 
of  improvement,  and  some  of  the  most  accomplished  artists  in  England  have  been 
instructed  in  this  school. 

In  this  country,  we  are  best  acquainted  with  the  museum,  botanical  and  zoological 
gardens,  and  liberal  course  of  instruction  at  the  Jardin  des  PlanieSy  in  Paris,  where 
strangers  resort,  from  every  quarter  of  the  world,  to  consult  the  collections  and  listen 
to  lectures,  which  are  open  to  all  who  choose  to  attend  them.  These  courses  of  lec- 
tures are  delivered  by  the  ablest  and  most  eloquent  men  in  France,  on  every  branch 
of  science.  In  the  summer  botany  is  taught  in  a  garden  abounding  in  all  the  v^^- 
table  productions  of  the  world ;  zoology  in  the  midst  of  specimens  of  every  known 
animal,  and  other  branches  of  natural  history,  with  the  advantage  of  extensive 
collections,  which  are  augmenting  daily  by  an  enlightened  and  active  system  of 
exchanges ;  chemistry  and  technology  are  illustrated  by  well-conducted  experiments 
and  admirably  adapted  apparatus,  and  every  branch  of  natural  philosophy  taught 
with  clearness  and  precision,  and  explained  by  the  most  ample  means  of  illustration. 
These  lectures  are  attended  by  students  who  have  completed  their  academic  course, 
and  by  men  of  science  who  seek  to  increase  their  knowledge. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  a  national  institution,  such  as  we  contemplate,  having 
at  its  command  an  observatory,  a  museum  containing  collections  of  all  the  produc- 
tions of  nature,  a  botanic  and  zoological  garden,  and  the  necessary  apparatus  for 
illustrating  every  branch  of  physical  science,  would  attract  together  men  of  learning 
and  students  from  every  part  of  our  country,  would  open  new  avenues  of  intelligence 
throughout  the  whole  of  its  vast  extent,  and  would  contribute  largely  to  disseminate 
among  the  people  the  truths  of  nature  and  the  light  of  science. 

A  fortunate  conciurence  of  circumstances  offers  a  favorable  occasion  to  carryall  these 
important  objects  into  immediate  effect.  A  liberal  and  enlightened  Englishman,  fore- 
seeing the  benefits  which  would  result  to  science  throughout  the  world,  by  its  success- 
ful cultivation  in  the  vast  and  extensive  field  offered  by  these  States  and  Territories, 
with  enlarged  views  and  praiseworthy  philanthropy  has  bequeathed  a  fund  to  be 
employed  for  the  sacred  purposes  of  increasing  and  diffusing  knowledge  among 
men.  This  bequest  will  enable  the  Government  to  afford  all  necessary  protection  to 
the  promotion  of  science  and  the  useful  arts,  without  the  exercise  of  any  doubtful 
power,  by  the  application  of  the  annual  interest  of  this  fund  to  the  establishment  of 
an  observatory,  the  erection  of  suitable  buildings  to  contain  the  collections,  and  for 
lectiu-e  rooms,  the  piu'chase  of  books  and  instruments,  and  the  salaries  of  professors 
and  curators. 

Poinsett's  enthusiasm  was  contagious,  and  his  arguments,  based  as 
they  evidently  were  upon  careful  observations  and  judicious  reasoning, 
and  inspired  by  hopeful  patriotism,  brought  him  many  sympathizers. 
Among  these  the  Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  who  had  been  a  member  of  the 
same  Cabinet  with  Mr.  Poinsett,  and  subsequently  was  in  the  Senate, 
Senator  W.  C.  Preston,  one  of  the  directors  of  the  Institution,  Senator  R. 
J.  Walker,  of  Mississippi,  Senator  L.  F.  Linn,  of  Missouri,  corresponding 
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members,  appearto  have  been  especially  friendly  to  the  plans  of  Mr.  Poin- 
sett, and  on  various  occasions  promoted  the  interests  of  the  National 
Institution  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate  ftom  1841  to  1846. 

In  June,  1842,  Mr.  Poinsett  was  again  in  Washingt<m»  and,  on  tJie  nth 
presided  at  a  meeting  at  the  home  of  Mr.  Francis  Markoe  for  the  porpoBe 
of  connecting  the  organizations  of  the  National  Institution  with  that  of 
the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

Mr.  Preston  [wrote  John  Quincy  Adams]  has  introdn^  into  the  Senate  a  bill  for 
combining  together  theee  two  instittttions,  and  now  stated  to  the  meeting  his  views 
on  the  tfubject,  embracing  an  i^>propriation  of  $20,000,  and  the  occupation  by  law  of 
ia  laige  portion  of  the  Patent  Offioe  building  for  the  preservation  and  arrangement 
of  the  objects  of  curiosity  collected  by  the  exploring  expedition  under  I^ientenant 
Wilkes,  now  daily  eiipected  home ;  and  he  called  on  me  to  say  how  far  my  purposes 
may  be  concurrent  with  these  suggestions. 

I  said  I  had  the  warmest  disposition  to  favor  them,  and  thought  thefe  was  bat  one 
difficulty  in  the  way,  which  might  perhaps  be  surmounted.  I  had  beUcsved  that  the 
whole  burden  and  the  whole  honor  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  should  be  exclu- 
sively confined  to  itself,  and  not  entangled  or  commingled  with  any  national  estab- 
lishment requiring  appropriations  of  public  money.  I  exposed  the  principles  upon 
which  aU  my  movements  relating  to  the  Smithsonian  bequest  have  been  founded,  as 
weU  as  the  bills  which  at  four  successive  Congresses  I  have  reported,  first  for 
obtaining  the  money,  and  then  for  disposing  of  the  fund. 

At  the  motion  of  Mr.  Walker,  of  Mississippi,  the  president,  Poinsett,  was  author- 
ized to  appoint  a  committee  of  five  members  of  the  Institute,  to  confer  with  Mr. 
Preston  and  me  upon  the  means  of  connecting  the  Smithsonian  Institution  with 
the  National  Institute. 

Nothing  seems  to  have  resulted  from  these  deliberations. 

On  the  13th  of  June,  at  a  stated  meeting  of  the  National  Institution, 
Senator  Preston  was  present,  and  delivered,  as  the  records  inform  us,  **an 
eloquent  speech,  in  which  he  descanted  at  length  on  the  history  and  labors 
of  the  Institute,  what  it  had  done,  and  what  it  proposed  to  do,  its  capac- 
ity to  be  eminently  useful  to  the  country  and  Congress,  the  advantage  of 
uniting  the  Smithsonian  Institution  with  it,  etc. ,  and  appealed  to  Con- 
gress, and  to  the  liberal  citizens  of  the  United  States,  to  come  forward  in 
aid  of  a  glorious  cause,  and  in  accomplishment  of  the  great  national 
objects  which  the  Institute  has  in  view. ' ' ' 

Senator  Preston's  bill  for  the  union  of  the  two  institutions  came  to 
naught.' 

Dtuing  this  session,  however,  the  act  to  incorporate  the  National  Insti- 
tute, as  it  was  henceforth  to  be  called,  passed  in  a  much  modified  form, 
and  was  approved  July  27,  1842,'  and  the  society  now  seems  to  have  felt 

'Proceedings  of  the  National  Institute,  3d  Bull.,  1845,  p.  236.  A  copy  was 
requested  for  publication  (Idem.,  p.  241),  but  I  can  not  learn  that  it  was  ever  put 
in  type. 

"  It  was  laid  upon  the  table  July  18, 1842,  and  never  again  taken  up. 

3  See  Charter  of  Incorporation,  Constitution,  and  By-Laws  in  Appendix  to  this 
report,  and  in  Proceedings  of  the  National  Institute,  3d  Bull.,  pp.  388-392.  See  also 
**BiU  to  incorporate  the  National  Institution,"  ©tc,  reported  by  Senator  Preston 
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'much  more  secure  in  its  project  of  retaining  the  control  of  the  National 
Museum,  and  either  of  gaining  eventually  the  management  of  the  Smith- 
son  fund  or  of  obtaining  an  appropriation  from  Congress. 

Senator  Woodbury,'  in  commenting  upon  the  form  of  the  charter, 
remarked  that — 

Care  was  taken  originally  to  make  the  Institute  different  from  all  other  chartered 
bodies,  even  in  this  District,  so  as  to  elevate  it  above  every  motive  of  personal  gain, 
dedicating  its  labors  exclusively  to  objects  of  a  public  character,  and  vesting  all  the 
property  possessed  for  this  purpose  in  the  Government  itself ;  and  thus,  by  rendering 
it  national  in  substance,  as  well  as  name,  to  obviate  any  constitutional  objection 
which  might  arise  against  measures  in  its  behalf. 

The  change  of  the  name  from  Institution  to  Institute  seems  to  have 
been  made  in  deference  to  a  suggestion  by  Doctor  Duponceau  in  a  letter 
written  April,  1842,  in  which  he  said: 

I  have  seen  with  great  pleasure  the  bill  brought  into  the  Senate  by  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Preston.  It  fully  coincides  with  the  views  that  I  have  expressed.  The  object,  in 
my  opinion,  is,  to  preserve  the  superiority  of  the  National  Institution  over  the  Smith- 
sonian, and  that  of  the  Government  over  both. 

I  would  beg  leave  to  suggest,  whether  it  would  not  be  advisable  to  make  some 
small  alteration  in  the  name  of  the  National  Institution,  so  that  it  should  not  bear 
exactly  the  same  name  with  the  Smithsonian,  but  one  expressive  of  some  degree  of 
superiority.  I  would  recommend,  for  instance,  that  of  Institute,  which  appears  to 
me  more  dignified  than  that  of  institution,  which  is  equally  applicable  to  a  school  or 
college  as  to  a  great  national  establishment  for  the  promotion  of  science.  My  idea 
would  be  to  call  the  national  establishment  the  "National  Institute  for  the  Promo- 
tion of  Science,*'  and  the  subordinate  one  the  '* Smithsonian  Institution,'*  without 
more. 

No  appropriation  came,  however,  and  the  charter  and  changed  name 
failed  to  make  the  society  more  prosperous. 

At  a  meeting  June  20,'  1842,  a  resolution  was  passed  appointing  a  com- 
mittee to  solicit  private  contributions  of  money  and  property. 

At  another  meeting,  August  8,  1842,  a  report^  was  made  by  this  com- 
mittee in  which  they  proposed  to  institute  an  annual  scientific  conven- 
tion  at  Washington,  during  the  session  of  Congress,  and  under  the 

( S.  No.  258 ) ,  February  17, 1841 ,  in  Rhees,  Documents,  pp.  239-34 1 .  See  also  Memorial 
of  the  Officers  of  the  National  Institution  for  the  Promotion  of  Science,  January  21, 
1842  (House  Doc.  No.  59,  Twenty-seventh  Congress,  second  session,  II),  submitting 
draft  of  a  bill  of  incorporation. 

'  See  remarks  of  Senator  Woodbury  in  full.  Proceedings  of  the  National  Institute, 

3d  Bull.,  pp.  336, 337. 

'  Evidently  not  June  13,  though  so  stated  in  one  portion  of  minutes.  See  Pro- 
ceedings of  the  National  Institute,  3d  Bull.,  pp.  236,  241, 335. 

3  The  committee  appointed  to  devise  and  execute  such  measures  as  should  be 
deemed  expedient  to  obtain  contributions  and  other  aid  to  the  Institute  would  make 
an  informal  report. 

They  propose  making  an  appeal  to  the  public,  by  disseminating  an  account  of  the 
Institute,  its  past  efforts,  its  condition,  and  its  prospects,  and  an  exhibition  of  the 
many  reasons  why  it  should  be  sustained  and  encouraged  by  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States.    In  their  judgment  the  best  means  of  doing  this  Mrill  be  the  publica- 
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auspices  of  the  Institution,  and  also  recommended  an  extensive  system 
of  exchange  of  specimens  for  the  benefit  of  the  museum. 

At  the  meeting  of  September  12,  1842,  Mr.  Poinsett,  the  president, 
proposed  a  series  of  resolutions  *  intended  to  put  the  recommendation  of 
the  report  into  effect. 

All  of  these  resolutions  and  reports  were  issued  in  the  form  of  circulars 
(October  15,  1842,  and  February  24,  1843),  but  the  appeals  **to  the  lib- 
erality and  public  spirit  of  our  countrymen' '  were  without  avail. 

Consequently  a  special  meeting  of  the  board  of  management  was  held 
December  23,  1843,  at  the  ofi&ce  of  the  Secretary  of  State.  That  the 
society  was  regarded  at  that  time  as  one  of  national  importance  is  shown 
by  the  presence  at  the  meeting  of  Mr.  Upshur,  the  Secretary  of  State, 
who  took  an  active  part  in  the  proceedings;  the  Hon.  John  Quincy 
Adams,  who  presided;  Senator  Levi  Woodbury,  late  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  who  agreed  to  represent  the  meeting  in  Congress;  the  Hon. 
J.  R.  Ingersoll,  who  acted  as  secretary,  and  who  wrote  out  in  his  pream- 
ble to  the  minutes  of  the  meeting  a  forcible  statement  of  the  needs  of  the 
society;  the  Hon.  C.  J.  Ingersoll,  Senator  R.  J.  Walker,  besides  Colonel 
Peter  Force,  Colonel  Abert,  Colonel  Totten,  Lieutenant  Maury,  and  the 
ofiicers  of  the  society. 

The  issue  of  this  meeting  was  the  decision  *  *  to  memorialize  Congress 
on  the  subject  of  the  condition  and  wants  of  the  Institute.*' 

tion  of  the  remarks  addressed  to  the  Institute  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Preston,  Senator  from 
South  Carolina,  on  the  evening  of  the  13th  of  June  last. 

They  also  propose  to  address  circulars  to  prominent  individuals  in  the  different 
States,  inviting  their  cooperation,  particularly  in  receiving  and  transmitting  con- 
tributions. 

They  recommend  that  the  Institute  authorize  the  president  and  secretaries  to 
sanction  their  circulars  by  their  official  signatures. 

They  propose  that  a  meeting  of  the  learned  men  of  our  country,  distinguished  for 
their  attainments  in  the  different  sciences,  particularly  in  those  tenned  physical, 
should  be  held  annually  at  the  seat  of  the  General  Government,  at  some  early  period 
of  the  session  of  Congress,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Institute,  to  communicate  the 
results  of  their  inquiries,  to  compare  their  observations,  and  to  promote  the  general 
interests  of  science.  It  has  seemed  to  the  committee  that  this  Institute  affords  an 
opportunity,  which  ought  not  to  be  neglected,  of  concentrating  the  genius  and 
learning  of  our  country  at  a  common  center,  from  which  the  beams  of  intelligence 
will  radiate  to  gladden  and  bless  the  land. 

They  reconmiend  that,  in  addition  to  the  powers  already  conferred,  the  committee 
be  authorized  to  make  arrangements  for  such  a  meeting,  at  a  day  as  early  as  may  be 
found  practicable,  and  to  invite  the  attendance  of  those  who  may  desire  to  partici- 
pate in  its  proceedings. 

They  think  that  a  system  of  exchanges  of  mineral  and  geological  specimens,  and 
j>erhaps  of  other  articles,  with  the  private  and  public  collections  in  different  parts  of 
the  Union,  may  be  established  with  reciprocal  advantage ;  and  that  the  museum  of 
this  Institute  may,  by  these  and  other  means,  be  enabled  in  time  to  exhibit  the 
various  treasures  of  our  different  soils ;  and  they  would  suggest  the  appointment  of 
a  committee  to  whom  this  subject  should  be  given  sj^cially  in  charge.  (Proceed- 
ings of  the  National  Institute,  3d  Bull.,  p.  335.) 

'Proceedings  of  the  National  Institute,  3d  Bull.,  p.  336. 
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The  memorial  was  presented  in  due  course  of  time,  and  in  June,  1844, 
Senator  Choate  presented  a  report  upon  the  character  and  uses  of  the 
Institute,  recommending  that  its  property  should  be  vested  in  the  United 
States  and  an  appropriation  made  for  its  benefit. 

I  have  not  been  able  to  find  a  copy  of  this  memorial,  but  since  it  was 
evidently  prepared  by  Mr.  J.  R.  IngersoU  *  it  is  safe  to  assume  that  the 
grounds  for  asking  aid  were  essentially  those  named  in  his  ** preamble" 
read  to  the  society  December  28,  1843.' 

In  the  meantime,  on  the  occasion  of  the  first  annual  meeting  of  the 
National  Institute  (under  its  new  name  and  in  its  capacity  as  a  corpora- 
tion), in  April,  1844,  the  meeting  of  the  friends  of  science,  including, 
besides  all  the  members  and  patrons  of  the  National  Institute,  the  mem- 
bers of  the  American  Philosophical  Society  and  of  the  Association  of 
American  Geologists  and  Naturalists  (the  predecessor  of  the  American 
Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Science),  had  been  held  in  Wash- 
ington. The  occasion  was  a  brilliantly  successful  one.  The  President 
of  the  United  States  presided  at  the  first  meeting  and  some  prominent 
public  men  at  each  of  the  others. 

The  National  Institute  received  its  full  share  of  encomium.  President 
Tyler  lauded  it  highly,  held  out  the  hope  that  the  Government  would 
** continue  to  it  a  fostering  care,''  and  expressed  in  a  general  way  the 
hope  that  it  should  be  identified  with  the  future  National  Museum  and 
the  future  Smithsonian  Institution. 

'*  Where  can  the  Government  find,'*  said  he,  *'a  safer  depository  for 
the  fruits  of  its  expeditions,  fitted  out  to  explore  distant  and  unknown 
regions,  than  the  National  Institute?  What  can  it  better  do  for  the 
*  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men '  than  by  patronizing 
and  sustaining  this  magnificent  undertaking?" 

Senator  Walker,  of  Mississippi,  one  of  the  directors  of  the  Institute, 
delivered  a  very  appreciative  introductory  address  on  the  present  con- 
dition and  history  of  American  science,  ending  with  an  appeal  to  scien- 
tific men  to  come  forward  and  unite  with  the  people  in  sustaining  and 
.  advancing  the  National  Institute. 

Senator  Woodbury,  in  a  letter  to  the  secretary  of  the  Institution, 
expressed  himself  strongly  in  favor  of  making  the  society  the  agent  of 
the  Government  in  the  matter  of  caring  for  collections,  patents,  and 
copyrights,  and  also  in  the  execution  of  the  Smithson  trust. 

John  Quincy  Adams  closed  his  address  in  these  words: 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  express  my  regret  that,  haviug  takeu  an  humble 
part  in  the  establishment  of  this  Institution  from  its  first  foundation,  under  the 
auspices  of  Mr.  Poinsett,  I  have  been  able  to  contribifte  so  little  to  its  promotion 

*At  the  meeting  of  May,  1844,  the  Hon.  Joseph  R.  IngersoU  offered  remarks  upon 
the  pecuniary  embarrassments  of  the  Institute,  and  expressed  a  hope  that  Congress 
would  furnish  the  required  aid.     ( Proceedings  of  the  National  Institute,  3d  Bull., 

P-  359- ) 
"Proceedings  of  the  National  Institute,  3d  Bull.,  p.  332. 
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and  advantage,  and  to  add  my  heartfelt  satisfaction  at  the  prosperity  which,  by  the 
untiring  exertions  and  fervid  zeal  of  its  executive  officers,  it  has  attained.  I  believe 
it  eminently  deserving  of  the  fostering  care  and  liberal  patronage  of  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  and  could  anticipate  no  happier  close  to  my  public  life  than  to 
contribute,  by  my  voice  and  by  my  vote,  to  record  the  sanction  of  the  nation's 
munificence  to  sustain  the  National  Institute  devoted  to  the  cause  of  science. 

The  Hon.  Richard  Rush,  in  a  paper  on  The  Smithsonian  Bequest, 
submitted  to  this  meeting,  urged  that  the  Smithsonian  fund  should  be 
'* engrafted  upon  the  National  Institute,'*  and  submitted  an  elaborate 
argument  in  favor  of  his  proposal. 

It  was  a  gala  week  for  the  National  Institution.  The  meeting  was  in 
every  respect  a  success,  and  there  was  every  reason  to  believe  that  Con- 
gress would  share  in  the  general  enthusiasm  and  take  the  society  under 
its  patronage. 

In  the  circular  of  invitation  dated  March  5,  1844,  the  objects  of  the 
meeting  as  a  means  of  strengthening  the  position  of  the  society  had  been 
boldly  stated,  and  the  committee  did  not  hesitate  to  say  that  **  should 
the  meeting  prove  as  successful  as  the  hopes  of  the  managers  in  relation 
to  it  are  ardent,  they  will  expect,  hereafter  to  welcome  all  who  may  visit 
the  Association,  in  apartments  peculiar  to  itself,  stored  with  the  objects 
of  its  honest  pride  and  worthy  of  the  distinguished  visitors.** 

Such  a  paper  signed  by  such  influential  names  as  those  of  John  C. 
Spencer,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  R.  J.  Walker,  W.  C.  Rives,  Rufus 
Choate,  of  the  Senate,  J.  R.  IngersoU  and  W.  C.  Preston,  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  A.  D.  Bache,  Superintendent  of  the  Coast  Surv^ey,  and 
Abbot  Lawrence,  of  Boston,  was  surely  a  powerful  campaign  document. 

None  the  less  weighty  was  the  ' '  Memorial  of  the  Friends  of  Science 
who  attended  the  April  meeting  of  the  National  Institute,"  signed  by 
nearly  forty  representative  scientific  men  and  college  presidents  from  all 
parts  of  the  United  States,  speaking  in  terms  of  high  conmiendation  of 
the  National  Institute,  and  particularly  of  the  extent  and  value  of  its 
museum  material,  and  expressing  the  hope  "that  the  enlightened  and 
intelligent  members  of  Congress  will  distinguish  the  present  session  by 
the  necessary  appropriation  of  funds  to  an  object  so  truly  national  and 
so  truly  republican." 

This  indorsement  of  the  museum  work  of  the  Institute  is  very  cordial 
and  comprehensive,  and  very  significant;  is  indicative  of  a  decided  growth 
in  public  opinion  in  regard  to  museums — a  growth  largely  due  in  the  first 
iUvStance  to  the  suggestions  and  later  to  the  fostering  care  of  Mr.  Poinsett 
and  his  society,  the  National  Institute. 

The  hopes  of  the  promoters  of  the  Institute  were  doomed  to  disappoint- 
ment.    Congress  adjourned  without  making  any  provision  for  its  needs. 

On  the  12th  of  July  a  new  scheme  was  proposed  for  collecting  money 
from  private  sources  by  the  efforts  of  trustworthy  agents,  and  in  December 
a  committee  was  appointed  to  again  memorialize  Congress.* 
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The  movement  had  received  its  deathblow,  however.  The  failure  of 
the  tremendous  effort  of  April,  1844,  disheartened  all  its  friends.  At  the 
next  annual  meeting  Mr.  Poinsett  declined  reelection  to  the  presidency. 
The  society's  publications  were  discontinued,  and  even  the  annual  address 
of  Senator  Woodbury,  solicited  for  publication  by  the  society,  seems  to 
have  remained  in  manuscript  unprinted. 

No  more  meetings  were  held,  no  more  bulletins  printed,  the  magnifi- 
cent list  of  350  resident  and  1,250  corresponding  members  began  to  grow 
shorter.  An  effort  was  made  to  revive  it  in  1847,  and  a  meager  report 
was  made  once  afterward  by  the  corresponding  secretary.  In  1855  it  was 
brought  into  existence  for  a  time  as  a  local  scientific  society,  and  issued 
a  new  series  of  proceedings.'  Its  glory  departed,  however,  with  the  first 
annual  meeting  in  1844,  and  the  attention  of  Congress  was  directed  toward 
the  organization  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

The  influence  of  the  National  Institute  upon  the  history  of  science  in 
the  United  States,  and  particularly  in  educating  public  opinion  and  the 
judgment  of  Congress  to  an  application  of  the  proper  means  of  disposing 
of  the  Smithsonian  legacy,  can  not  well  be  overestimated. 

If  the  Smithsonian  had  been  organized  before  the  National  Institute 
had  exerted  its  influences,  it  would  have  been  a  school,  an  observatory, 
or  an  agricultural  experiment  station. 

In  1846,  however,  the  country  was  prepared  to  expect  it  to  be  a  general 
agency  for  the  advancement  of  scientific  interests  of  all  kinds — as  catho- 
lic, as  unselfish,  as  universal  as  the  National  Institute. 

The  National  Institute,  after  nearly  five  years  of  activity,  suddenly 
ceased  to  be  a  center  of  public  interest.  The  struggle  over  the  Smith- 
sonian bequest,  however,  still  continued.  During  the  Twenty-seventh 
Congress,  1841-1843,  the  Senate  did  nothing.  The  House  of  Represent- 
atives appointed  a  select  committee  on  the  subject,  and  Mr.  Adams  as 
its  chairman  reported  a  new  bill,  providing  still  more  thoroughly  for 
the  erection  of  an  observatory  and  the  publication  of  a  nautical  almanac 
to  be  called  the  Smithsonian  Almanac.  Petitions  continued  to  come 
in,  some  urging  action  and  asking  for  the  establishment  of  prizes  for 
scientific  essays,  another  for  the  establishment  of  an  agricultural  school 
and  farm  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  The  National  Institute  had 
perhaps  fallen  somewhat  into  disfavor  with  Congress — or,  it  may  be,  had 
become  so  prominent  as  to  awaken  feelings  of  opposition. 

The  Twenty-eighth  Congress  (1843- 1845)  brought  their  deliberations 
more  nearly  to  an  issue. 

The  astronomical  observatory  bill  (H.  R.  418,  Twenty-eighth  Congress) 
was  again  presented  by  Mr.  Adams,  but  not  acted  upon.  In  the  Senate, 
both  in  the  first  and  second  sessions,  a  bill  for  the  Smithsonian  Institu- 

'  Professor  Henry  was  for  a  time  an  oflBcer  [vice  president] ,  and  endeavored  to  have 
its  name  changed  to  Metropolitan  Institute. 
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tioii  was  reported,  June  6,  1844,  by  the  Committee  on  the  Library,  through 
Senator  Tappan,  which,  before  it  was  finally  brought  to  a  vote,  was  brought 
into  a  form  somewhat  resembling  that  which  finally  was  adopted.  It  pro- 
vided, however,  for  the  appointment  of  various  professors  and  lecturers 
for  a  school  of  agricultural  and  mechanical  arts,  as  well  as  for  experimental 
gardens,  a  librar>'^  of  science  and  economics,  and  a  museum. 

The  museum  clause  of  this  bill  was  much  the  same  as  that  finally  appreed 
to,  and  contained  a  provision  that  the  natural-history  objects  and  geolog- 
ical and  mineralogical  sjxicimens  l:)elonging  to  the  United  States,  "in 
whosesoever  custody  the  same  may  be,"  should  be  traUvSf erred  to  the 
custody  of  the  board  of  managers  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

This  was  evidently  worded  with  the  purpose  of  withdrawing  from  the 
possession  of  the  National  Institution  the  various  collections,  including 
those  which  had  belonged  to  Smithson.  which  had  fallen  into  the  hands 
of  that  society  between  1840  and  1845.  Indeed,  the  National  Institution 
seems  to  have  already  l>ecome  the  object  of  some  distrust  and  prejudice. 
A  proposition  that  two  of  the  vSeven  *  *  managers ' '  not  ex-offido  members 
of  the  board  should  be  selected  from  the  membership  of  the  National  Insti- 
tution caused  a  vigorous  debate  in  the  Senate,  in  the  course  of  which  at 
least  two  Senators  objected  strongly  to  placing  the  administration  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution,  even  to  so  slight  a  degree  as  this,  in  the  hands 
of  a  private  corjxjration. 

The  act  finally  passed  the  Senate,  but  was  not  acted  on  by  the  House. 

In  connection  with  Mr.  Tappan's  bill,  in  January,  1845,  Senator  Choate, 
of  Massachusetts,  first  appeared  in  advocacy  of  the  establishment  of  a 
great  library,  and  delivered  his  famous  oration  upon  the  influence  of 
lx)oks.  The  amendment  at  that  time  projKised,  together  with  tlic  amend- 
ments urged  by  Mr.  George  P.  Marsh,  in  connection  with  the  Owen-Hough 
bill,  brought  forward  in  the  {(allowing  session,  had  a  great  influence  upon 
the  final  adjustment  of  the  plan  of  administration.' 

To  the  Twenty-ninth  Congress  ( i<S45-iS47  j  belongs  the  honor  of  finally 
formulating  the  act  of  incorporation  by  which  the  vSmithsonian  Institution 
was  established. 

This  was  done  through  Robert  Dale  Owen,  of  Indiana.  wh(^  reported 
the  bill  nearly  in  its  final  form.  John  Qnincy  Adams  was  a  member  of 
the  select  committee  to  wh(.)m  it  was  referred,  together  with  Mr.  Owen, 
chairman,  Mr.  Jenkins,  Mr.  George  P.  Marsh,  Mr.  Alexander  D.  vSims, 
Mr.  Jeffers<.m  Davis,  and  Mr.  Wilniot. 

Mr.  Adams  was  now  for  the  first  time  willing  to  omit  his  advocacy  of 
a  Smithsonian  Astronomical  0])servator\',  the  Naval  Observatory  having 
now  Ix'cn  organized,  and  being,  as  Mr.  Owen  remarked,  ''at  least  equal 
in  everything  but  the  experience  of  its  observers  to  the  Royal  Observa- 
tory at  Greenwich. ' ' 

It  is  not  my  purjxjse  to  describe  the  growth  of  the  vSmithsonian  plan 

*See  report  of  lion.  James  Meachain,  1854,  pp.  10-12. 
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of  organization,  except  in  its  bearings  upon  the  development  of  the 
museum  idea. 

In  the  bill  proposed  by  Robert  Dale  Owen  in  1846  the  National  Insti- 
tute was  recognized  to  the  extent  of  placing  two  of  its  members  on  the 
Board  of  Managers,  an  arrangement  which  was  continued  in  the  Board  of 
Regents  in  the  Hough  bill  which  finally  passed. 

An  amendment  to  the  Owen  bill,  proposed  by  Joseph  R.  IngersoU, 
and  passed,  and  which,  had  it  not  been  superseded  in  the  Hough  bill, 
would  have  given  the  National  Institute  a  strong  and  perhaps  permanent 
hold  upon  the  national  collections,  read  as  follows : 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  in  proportion  as  suitable  arrangements 
can  be  made  for  their  reception,  aU  objects  of  art  and  of  foreign  and  curious  research, 
and  all  objects  of  natural  history,  plants,  and  geological  and  mineralog^ical  specimens 
belonging  or  hereafter  to  belong  to  the  United  States,  which  may  be  in  the  city  of 
Washington,  in  whosesoever  custody  the  same  may  be,  shall  be  delivered  to  such 
persons  as  may  be  authorized  by  the  Board  of  Managers  to  receive  them,  and  shall 
be  arranged  in  such  order,  and  so  classed,  as  best  to  facilitate  the  examination  and 
study  of  them,  in  the  buildings  so  as  aforesaid  to  be  erected  for  the  institution;  and 
the  managers  of  said  institution  shall  afterwards,  as  new  specimens  in  natm^l  history, 
geology,  or  mineralogy  may  be  obtained  for  the  museum  of  the  institution,  by 
exchanges  of  duplicate  specimens  belonging  to  the  institution  (which  they  are 
hereby  authorized  to  make),  or  by  donation,  which  they  may  receive,  or  otherwise, 
cause  such  new  specimens  to  be  also  appropriately  classed  and  arranged.  And  the 
minerals,  books,  manuscripts,  and  other  property  of  James  Smithson,  which  have 
been  received  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and  are  now  placed  in  the 
Department  of  State,  shall  be  removed  to  said  institution,  and  shall  be  preserved 
separate  and  apart  from  the  other  property  of  the  institution. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  managers  of  said  institution  shall 
appoint  a  Superintendent,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  take  charge  of  the  ground, 
buildings,  and  property  belonging  to  the  institution,  and  carefully  preserve  the  same 
from  injury;  and  such  Superintendent  shall  be  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Man- 
agers, and  shaU,  under  their  direction,  make  a  fair  and  accurate  record  of  all  their 
proceedings,  to  be  preserved  in  said  institution;  and  the  said  Superintendent  shall 
also  discharge  the  duties  of  librarian  and  of  keeper  of  the  museum,  and  may,  with 
the  consent  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  employ  assistants;  and  the  said  managers 
shall  appoint  a  professor  of  agriculture,  horticulture,  and  rural  economy;  and  the 
said  professor  may  hire,  from  time  to  time,  so  many  gardeners,  practical  agriculturists, 
and  laborers  as  may  be  necessary  to  cultivate  the  ground  and  maintain  a  botanical 
garden;  and  he  shall  make,  under  the  supervision  of  the  board  of  management,  such 
experiments  as  may  be  of  general  utility  throughout  the  United  States,  to  determine 
the  utility  and  advantage  of  new  modes  and  instruments  of  cultiu-e,  to  determine 
whether  new  fruits,  plants,  and  vegetables  may  be  cultivated  to  advantage  in  the 
United  States;  and  the  said  officers  shall  receive  for  their  services  such  sum  as  may 
be  allowed  by  the  Board  of  Managers,  to  be  paid  semiannually  on  the  first  day  of 
January  and  July;  and  the  said  officers,  and  all  other  officers  of  the  institution,  shall 
be  removable  by  the  Board  of  Managers,  whenever,  in  their  judgment,  the  interests 
of  the  institution  require  any  of  the  said  officers  to  be  changed. 

In  the  Hough  bill  there  was  an  attempt  of  another  kind  to  weld 
together  the  fate  of  the  Smithsonian  Museum  and  the  National  Cabinet 
of  Curiosities,  by  giving  to  the  Board  of  Regents  the  authority  to  erect 
a  building  by  the  side  of  the  Patent  Office,  so  as  to  form  a  wing  of  that 
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structure,  and  to  connect  it  with  the  hall  then  containing  the  National 
Cabinet,  so  as  to  constitute  that  hall  in  whole  or  in  part  the  depository 
of  the  cabinet  of  the  institution. 

This  was  discretionary,  however,  with  the  Regents,  who  fortunately 
did  not  look  upon  the  plan  with  favor. 

Reference  has  been  made  to  the  marked  similarity  between  the  plans 
of  organization  of  the  National  and  Smithsonian  institutions.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  feature  of  museum  custody,  which  has  already  been  discussed, 
there  were  others  no  less  significant. 

The  National  Institution,  like  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  had  a 
superior  board  of  oflScers,  composed  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
and  the  members  of  his  Cabinet.  It  had  also  a  board  of  directors,  which 
included  in  its  membership  delegates  from  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, corresponding  in  function  to  the  Smithsonian  Board  of 
Regents.  In  other  respects,  still  more  markedly  than  in  the  constitution 
of  its  governing  board,  the  Smithsonian  seems  to  have  been  organized 
with  the  plan  of  the  National  Institution  in  view.  The  objects,  as  defined 
in  the  Congressional  act  of  establishment  (sections  5  and  6),  correspond 
very  closely  to  those  annoimced  in  the  early  publications  of  the  National 
Institution. 

The  Institution  at  its  foundation  divided  its  members  into  eight  classes, 
as  follows: 

I.  Astronomy,  Geography,  and  Natural  Philosophy; 
II.  Natural  History; 

III.  Geology  and  Mineralogy; 

IV.  Chemistr>'; 

V.  The  Application  of  Science  to  the  Useful  Arts; 
VI.  Agriculture; 

VII.  American  History  and  Antiquities; 
VIII.  Literature  and  Fine  Arts; 
and  in  all  these  classes,  except  the  fourth,  made  plans  for  the  collection 
of  museum  material.  Ethnography  was  grouped  by  Mr.  Poinsett  with 
geography,  with  which  he  states  that  it  is  **  intimately  connected,  and 
indeed  forming  a  part  of  it  until  it  was  lately  erected  into  a  separate 
science. ' ' 

It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  the  term  ** manager,*"  to  designate  a 
member  of  the  governing  board,  was  employed  in  every  bill,  except  in 


'The  term  regent  was  undoubtedly  suggested  by  the  organization  of  the  University 
of  the  State  of  New  York,  a  tenn  peculiar  to  Mr.  Hough,  the  mover  of  the  substi- 
tute, who  was  a  Representative  from  that  Stiite  and  who  in  all  probability  had  been 
one  of  the  board  of  regents  of  that  university.  , 

The  Hon.  \V.  J.  Hough  was  the  first  Secretary  of  the  Institution.  Having  been 
elected  to  that  office  September  7,  1846,  he  served  until  the  election  of  Professor 
Henry,  on  December  3.  Mr.  B.  B.  French  was  elected  assistant  .secretary,  and 
appears  to  have  served  until  the  election  of  C.  C.  Jewett,  and  at  a  meeting  of  the 
board  in  December  submitted  a  report  for  the  Secretar)\ 
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the  substitute  which  was  proposed  only  a  few  hotus  before  the  final 
action,  and  that  when  the  election  of  the  first  Secretary  was  held,  Francis 
Markoe,  jr. ,  who  had  been  for  six  years  Secretary  of  the  National  Insti- 
tution and  was  more  tha^  anyone  else  perhaps  identified  with  its  inter- 
ests, received  four  votes  against  seven  cast  for  Professor  Henry.  Doctor 
Charles  Pickering,  the  Curator  of  the  National  Institution,  also  received 
one  vote. 

The  term  ** curator,*'  as  applied  to  an  oflScer  in  charge  of  the  national 
collections,  then  came  into  use  for  the  first  time. 

THB  NATIONAL  CABINET  OP  CURIOSITIES. 

The  formation  of  a  ** national  museum**  was  one  of  the  professed 
objects  of  Poinsett  and  his  associates  in  the  National  Institution,  but  it 
does  not  appear  that  they  ever  dignified  with  that  name  their  collections, 
which  were  usually  modestly  referred  to  as  constituting  the  ''cabinet*** 
of  the  Institution,  both  in  the  constitution  and  in  the  proceedings  of  the 
society. 

In  the  Hough  bill  for  the  organization  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution 
in  1846,  the  collection  in  the  Patent  Office  was  officially  designated  as  the 
National  Cabinet  of  Curiosities,  a  name  which,  though  never  in  general 
use,  is  very  appropriate  and  convenient  for  use  in  designating  t'le  assem- 
blage of  miscellaneous  objects  for  a  time  exhibited  in  the  Patent  Office 
building. 

From  1847  to  1851,  however,  there  was  no  use  of  the  term  National 
Museum,  the  collections  of  natural  history  which  were  accumulating 
under  the  care  of  Professor  Baird  constituting  for  the  time  being  the 
**  Museum  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution.*' 

The  National  Cabinet  of  Curiosities,  carrying  with  it  a  certain  official 
atmosphere,  as  well  as  an  annual  appropriation,  was,  however,  one  of  the 
parents  of  the  greater  establishment  yet  to  come.  Of  its  marriage  with 
the  Smithsonian  Museum,  the  National  Museum  of  the  United  States  was 
the  offspring. 

The  Smithsonian  cabinet  of  minerals  and  meteorites  was,  as  we  have 
seen,  the  first  scientific  collection  which  belonged  to  the  United  States, 
coming  into  the  custody  of  Mr.  Rush  in  June,  1838. 

'In  1790  a  law  was  passed  by  Congress  "to  promote  the  progress  of  science  and 
the  useful  arts  by  seciuing  for  limited  times  to  authors  and  inventors  the  exclusive 
right  to  their  respective  writings  and  discoveries."     [Sec.  viii,  par.  vni.] 

In  this  was  gathered  a  collection  of  models,  which  was  sometimes  by  courtesy 
called  "  The  American  Museum  of  Arts,"  but  which  had  no  title  to  the  name  either 
by  law  or  by  courtesy.     This  was  destroyed  by  fire  December  15,  1836. 

In  *'An  act  to  promote  the  progress  of  the  useful  arts,  etc.,"  approved  July  4, 1836, 
provision  was  made  for  the  preservation  and  display,  under  the  charge  of  the  Com- 
missioner of  Patents,  not  only  of  models,  but  of  *' specimens  of  compositions  and  of 
fabrics  and  other  manufactures  and  works  of  art."     [Sec. XX.] 
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Of  all  the  expeditions  sent  out  by  the  Government,  none  previous  to 
the  Wilkes  exploring  expedition,  sent  out  in  1838,  was  instructed  to 
bring  back  collections  of  natural  history. 

In  the  earliest  days  of  our  Republic  the  cabinet  of  the  American  Philo- 
sophical  Society  of  Philadelphia  was  doubtless  the  official  museum, 
this  was  enriched  by  the  efforts  of  the  only  naturaUst  President,  Th    .icis» 
Jefferson. 

The  first  exploring  expedition,  that  of  I^ewis  and  Clarke  in  1803,  was 
sent  out  by  Jefferson,  who  twenty-three  years  before,  in  1780,  began  to 
agitate  the  question  of  exploring  the  unknown  West,  and  who  at  that 
time  offered  to  raise  1,000  guineas  for  the  purpose  from  private  sources. 
I^ewis  and  Clarke  returned  in  1806,  bringing  with  them  some  valuable 
scientific  material,  zoological  and  ethnological.  Some  of  the  animals 
appear  to  have  found  their  way  to  Peale*s  Philadelphia  Museum.  God- 
man  in  his  American  Natural  History  mentions  a  sable  which  had  been 
obtained  from  this  source  and  was  to  be  seen  there  in  1823.  I  have 
been  told  that  within  a  few  years  Indian  garments  and  weapons  brought 
back  by  this  party  were  to  be  seen  in  St.  Louis.  Pike's  expedition,  in 
1805,  the  second  of  the  exploring  enterprises,  yielded  little  in  the  way  of 
scientific  material.  Whatever  there  was  went  undoubtedly  to  the  Phila- 
delphia Museum,  and  in  1808  there  were  still  on  exhibition  at  that  place 
two  grizzly  bears,  which  as  cubs  had  been  brought  by  Major  Pike  from 
the  region  of  the  Rio  del  Norte  and  presented  by  him  to  President  Jeffer- 
j  son,  who  gave  them  to  Mr.  Peale  for  his  museum.     Other  specimens 

,        appear  to  have  found  shelter  in  the  University  of  Virginia,  where  two 
sets  of  antlers  brought  back  by  Captain  Lewis  are  still  preser\^ed. 

In  1820  a  third  expedition  was  sent  by  the  General  Government  to 
explore  the  Northwestern  Territory,  especially  the  region  around  the 
Great  Lakes  and  the  sources  of  the  Mississippi.  This  was  under  charge 
of  General  Lewis  Cass,  at  that  time  governor  of  Michigan  Territory. 
Henry  R.  Schoolcraft  accompanied  this  expedition  as  mineralogist,  and 
Captain  D.  B.  Douglass,  United  States  Army,  as  topographical  engineer, 
and  both  of  these  sent  home  considerable  collections  reported  upon  by 
the  specialists  of  the  day,  most  of  whom  were  at  that  time  concentrated 
in  Philadelphia. 

The  fourth  and  fifth  expeditions  were  those  under  Major  Long,  in  the 
far  West;  the  first,  or  Rocky  Mountain,  exploration  in  1819-20;  the 
second,  to  the  sources  of  the  St.  Peter's  in  1823.  In  the  first  expedition 
Major  Long  was  accompanied  by  Edwin  James  as  botanist  and  geologist, 
who  also  wrote  the  narrative  published  in  1823.  The  second  expedition 
was  accompanied  by  William  H.  Keating,  professor  of  mineralogy  and 
chemistry  in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  who  was  its  geologist  and 
historiographer.  Say  was  the  zoologist  of  both  explorations,  and  the 
results  of  his  labors  went  to  the  Philadelphia  Museum. 
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The  sixth  Government  expedition  was  that  by  G.  W.  Featherston- 
haugh,  in  1834-35,  to  explore  the  geology  of  the  elevated  country 
beween  the  Missouri  and  Red  rivers  and  the  Wisconsin  Territories.  I 
have  found  no  record  of  the  disposition  of  his  collections,  but  it  is  not 
improbable  that  he  may  have  carried  them  with  him  to  England. 

The  seventh  expedition  was  that  under  Lieutenant  Wilkes,  already 
referred  to  as  having  been  sent  out  in  1838,  under  the  direction  of  Presi- 
dent Van  Buren,  who  seems  to  have  intrusted  the  plans  very  largely  to 
Mr.  Poinsett,  who  was  the  first  to  urge  the  formation  of  a  national 
museum,  and  to  whom  was  doubtless  due  the  insertion  of  the  clause 
instructing  the  oflScers  to  preserve  and  bring  back  collections  in  natural 
history,  a  precaution  which  might  easily  have  been  overlooked,  since  the 
expedition  was  organized  professedly  in  the  interests  of  the  American 
whale  fishery. 

It  was,  perhaps,  the  fact  that  there  was  no  suitable  depository  for 
collections  at  the  seat  of  Government  that  stimulated  Mr.  Poinsett  to 
immediate  action  in  1840,  when  he  founded  the  National  Institution,  the 
arrival  of  these  collections  from  the  Pacific  being  at  that  time  expected. 

The  purpose  of  Mr.  Poinsett's  efforts  is  shown  clearly  in  his  first  anni- 
versary address: 

There  are  many  of  our  countrymen  [says  he]  who,  like  Sir  Hans  Sloane,  the 
founder  of  the  British  Museum,  look  forward  with  regret  to  the  sale  and  dispersion 
of  their  collections,  and  desiring  to  have  them  preserved  entire,  would  deposit  them 
with  an  institution  which  will  be  as  stable  as  the  Government  that  protects  it.  For 
these  purposes,  and  especially  if  it  [the  National  Institution]  be  intrusted,  as  we 
hope  it  will  be,  with  the  specimens  of  natural  history  collected  by  the  exploring 
squadron,  it  will  be  necessary  that  measures  should  be  early  adopted  to  have  erected 
on  a  suitable  site  a  plain,  fireproof  building,  where  the  increasing  and  valuable  collec- 
tions may  be  displayed,  and  be  examined  by  the  scientific  inquirer.  We  cherish  the 
hope  that  they  will  form  the  foimdation  of  a  National  Museum,  and  contribute  to 
spread  the  light  of  science  over  our  land. 

The  exploring  expedition  [he  continued]  has  already  sent  home  a  large  collec- 
tion, which  remains  packed  away  in  boxes  in  a  room  belonging  to  the  Philadelphia 
Museum,  generously  loaned  by  the  company  for  that  purpose;  and  we  may  antici- 
pate from  the  ability  and  well-known  zeal  of  the  naturalists  who  accompanied  it, 
that  the  squadron  itself,  shortly  expected,  will  return  richly  freighted  witii  objects 
of  natural  history.  I  can  not  believe  that,  after  all  the  labor,  pains,  and  expense 
incurred  in  procuring  them,  these  specimens  are  not  to  be  brought  to  Washington 
to  be  arranged  and  exhibited  here.** ' 

Mr.  Poinsett  was  at  this  time  still  Secretary  of  War,  and  had  the 
power  to  effect  at  least  the  beginning  of  what  he  desired  to  see  done, 
and  one  of  his  last  official  acts  was  to  persuade  his  colleague,  James  K. 
Paulding,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  to  order  these  collections  forwarded 
from  Philadelphia. 

In  February  the  Institution  was  informed  **that  about  one  hundred 
and  fifty  boxes,  the  results,  as  far  as  have  been  received,  of  the  Explor- 

« Discourse  on  the  Objects  and  Importance  of  the  National  Institution,  1841,  p.  50. 
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ing  Squadron's  exertions,  containing  a  variety  of  interesting  objects  of 
Natural  History,  and  destined  for  the  cabinet  of  the  Institution,  have 
been  shipped  at  Philadelphia,  and  are  expected  as  soon  as  the  navigation 
opens.'*' 

Here,  again,  Mr.  Poinsett's  prompt  action  told  in  the  interest  of  the 
future  national  museum.  If  he  had  waited  till  the  navigation  opened 
he  would  have  been  obliged  to  treat  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

The  entirely  unorganized  condition  of  affairs  in  Washington  and  the 
lack  of  experience  in  museum  administration  is  shown  by  the  fact  that 
Mr.  W.  McGuigan,  curator  of  the  Philadelphia  Museum  Company,  thought 
it  necessary  to  write  the  following  amusing  cautionary  letter,  which  was 
printed  in  the  bulletin  of  the  Institution: 

It  would  be  unadvisable  to  break  open  the  cases  containing  the  articles  collected 
by  the  South  Sea  Exploring  Expedition,  until  such  period  as  they  are  intended  to  be 
prepared  for  exhibition.  The  immense  quantity  of  arsenic,  and  corrosive  sublimate 
necessary  for  their  preservation  requires  imperatively  that  very  great  caution  should 
be  observed,  and  that  the  handling  and  arrangements  should  l)e  under  either  the 
immediate  inspection  or  personal  attention  of  one  fully  adequate  to  all  the  details 
connected  with  this  subject. 

In  the  hands  of  inexperienced  persons  death  might  be  the  result. 

W.  MCGUIGAN. 

Phii^adei^phia,  February  6, 1841, 

Still  another  step  was  taken  on  March  3,  1841,  the  day  before  the  final 
adjournment,  which  I  am  also  disposed  to  attribute  to  the  forethought 
and  interest  of  Mr.  Poinsett,  which  was  the  appropriation  by  Congress 
of  $5,000  "for  defraying  the  expenses  of  transporting  to  the  city  of 
Washington  and  of  arranging  the  collections  made  by  the  exploring 
expedition.'' 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Colonel  Abert,  Mr.  Markoe,  Mr.  Dayton, 
and  Doctor  King,  appointed  under  a  resolution  passed  at  the  stated  meet- 
ing of  the  National  Institution  on  the  13th  December,  1 841,  which  is 
in  the  following  words : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  four  members  be  appointed  by  the  Chair  to 
examine  the  subject  of  Kxchanges,  to  propose  a  plan  for  that  purpose,  and  to  report 
fully  thereon  to  the  Institution  for  its  further  consideration  and  action,  beg  leave,  in 
pursuance  of  the  directions  of  the  said  resolution,  to  report — 

That  the  duty  devolved  on  tlie  committee  by  the  resolution,  is.  First,  to  examine  the 
subject  of  exchanges;  second,  to  propose  a  plan  of  exchanges;  and,  third,  to  report 
thereon  to  the  Institution.  In  reference  to  the  first  point,  viz:  "the  examination  of 
the  subject,"  the  committee  state  that  they  have  examined  the  subject,  and  that  the 
result  has  been  a  full  conviction  of  mind  that  a  system  of  exchanges  is  of  very  great 
importance  in  the  accomplishment  of  one  of  the  primary  objects  for  which  the 
National  Institution  has  been  declared  to  be  formed,  viz:  " the  establishment  of  a 
national  museum  of  natural  history,"  etc.  Kxchanges  enter  essentially  into  the 
plan  of  every  society  constituted  as  the  National  Institution,  and  having  like  objects 
in  view ;  and  no  occasion  has  been  omitted  to  acquaint  societies  and  individuals, 
whose  correspondence  has  been  sought  by  or  offered  to  the  National  Institution,  that 
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a  system  of  general  exchanges  would  be  entered  upon  as  soon  as  the  Institution 
should  be  able  to  mature  a  plan  for  that  purpose.  Under  this  assurance,  and  inde- 
pendently of  it  also,  it  should  be  added,  valuable  collections  of  various  kinds  have 
already  been  received  by  the  Institution,  which  is  thus  akeady  placed  in  a  position 
which  makes  it  incumbent  on  us  to  redeem  the  pledge  that  has  been  given.  The 
committee  consider  it  superfluous  to  dwell  upon  the  advantages  of  exchanges ;  but 
they  wish  the  members  to  know  that  for  this  object  they  have  already  in  hands  the 
most  abundant  materials — materials  which  are  increasing  and  will  continue  to 
increase  every  day.  These  materials  consist  of  contributions  made  by  members,  by 
individuals  who  are  not  members,  by  societies  and  institutions  at  home  and  abroad, 
and  by  foreign  governments,  as  well  as  of  those  accessions  that  have  been  made  by 
the  Exploring  Expedition,  which  has  already  sent  home  an  inexhaustible  quantity 
and  variety  of  duplicates.  It  is  well  known  to  the  Institution  that  the  collections 
received  from  all  these  sources  are  equally  and  absolutely  the  property  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  that  therefore  the  permission  of  the  Government  is  indispensable  to 
enable  the  Institution  to  part  with  the  duplicates  derived  from  all  these  sources. 
This  permission,  it  is  believed,  will  be  cheerfully  accorded.  At  the  same  time  the 
committee,  for  obvious  reasons,  do  not  think  it  proper  to  ask  the  Government  to 
allow  the  Institution  to  part  with  any  of  the  duplicates  of  the  Exploring  Expedition, 
until  the  squadron,  shall  have  returned. 

In  reference  to  the  second  point,  viz ;  a  plan  of  exchanges,  the  committee  do  not 
feel  called  upon  or  competent  to  enter  into  details.  These  must  be  left  in  a  good 
degree  to  those  whom  the  Institution  may  see  fit  to  charge  with  the  execution  of  the 
plan,  in  which  of  course  they  will  be  governed  by  the  practice  of  other  institutions, 
and  by  such  regfulations  as  it  may  become  expedient  to  adopt  from  time  to  time  to 
suit  oiu-  own  convenience  and  peculiar  circumstances.  Here,  however,  on  the 
threshold  of  the  plan  which  the  committee  mean  to  propose,  they  regard  it  of  con- 
sequence to  suggest  for  the  sanction  of  the  Institution,  that  in  exchanges  of  all  kinds, 
the  natural  productions  of  our  country  shall  first  and  always  have  a  decided  prefer- 
ence. A  great  and  leading  design  of  the  National  Institution  is  to  explore  and 
develop  our  own  resources,  and  to  study  and  describe  the  natural  history  of  the 
United  States.  To  this  end  our  exertions  must  principally  be  directed.  It  should 
be  the  pride  of  all  connected  with  or  interested  in  a  National  Institution  to  see  every 
State  in  the  Union  fully  represented  in  a  National  Cabinet,  established  at  the  seat  of 
Government.  This  method,  while  it  recommends  itself  to  us  and  our  interests,  is 
calculated  to  extend  benefits  and  encouragement  to  the  societies  and  naturalists  of 
our  own  country,  who  will  thus  have  a  central  depository,  from  which  they  may 
enlarge  and  vary  their  own  collections ;  and  thus,  also,  in  due  time,  the  duplicates 
of  the  Exploring  Expedition  may,  with  the  greatest  advantage,  be  diffused  through- 
out the  land,  thereby  fulfilling,  in  the  amplest  manner,  the  intentions  of  those  who 
projected,  and  justifying  the  liberality  of  the  Government  which  sanctioned  that 
noble  project. 

With  these  preliminary  remarks,  and  under  the  restrictions  which  are  embraced  in 
them,  the  committee  recommend — 

First.  That  a  system  of  exchanges  be  entered  upon  without  delay. 

Second.  That  the  Curator  and  assistants  be  directed,  for  this  purpose,  to  separate 
all  duplicates,  except  those  from  the  Exploring  Expedition;  and  that  they  select  and 
label  such  specimens  as  are  to  be  sent  to  individuals  or  societies. 

Third.  That  the  first  step  taken  be  to  discharge  the  obligations  of  exchange 
already  incurred  by  the  Institution. 

Fomlh.  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  to  whom  the  Curator  shall  submit  all  sets 
of  specimens  thus  set  aside  for  any  given  exchanges,  who  shall  decide  upon  the 
equivalency,  before  said  specimens  shall  be  boxed  up  and  sent  off. 
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Fifth.  That  in  all  cases  of  difficulty  which  may  arise,  reference  must  be  made  to  the 
President  or  Vice-President  of  the  Institution  for  decision,  who  will,  if  they  conceive 
it  necessary,  submit  the  question  to  the  Institution. 

Sixth.  That  a  book  be  kept  by  the  Curator,  subject  at  all  times  to  the  inspection  of 
the  committee,  in  which  must  be  noted  the  contents  of  each  box  or  package ;  lists  of 
the  articles  for  which  they  are  the  equivalents ;  the  name  and  place  of  the  society  or 
individual  to  whom  one  set  is  to  be  sent,  and  from  whom  the  other  has  been  received. 

In  what  the  committee  have  now  submitted,  they  conceive  that  they  have  done  all 
that  it  was  possible  or  necessary  to  do  at  present,  in  reference  to  the  third  point  of  the 
resolution,  viz :  *'  reporting  fully  on  the  subject ; "  although  they  are  perfectly  sensi- 
ble that  in  their  report  they  have  presented  the  subject  in  the  most  general  manner, 
believing  that  experience  and  practice  alone  will  enable  the  Institution  gradually  to 
settle  upon  a  complete  system.  The  committee  beg  leave  to  add,  that  the  present 
report  is  not  to  be  regarded  as  fin^,  but  that  it  is  submitted,  with  all  due  deference 
to  the  Institution,  to  use  the  concluding  words  of  the  resolution,  "for  its  further 
consideration  and  action.'* 

Shortly  after  this,  on  March  8,  in  order  to  provide  for  the  reception 
of  these  collections,  Doctor  Henry  King'  was  elected  curator  of  the 
National  Institution,  the  first  in  Washington  to  bear  an  official  title 
which  has  since  been  the  designation  of  a  goodly  number  of  worthy 
workers  in  science. 

The  curator,  although  an  elective  officer  of  the  Institution,  received 
his  pay  from  the  Congressional  appropriation  already  referred  to,  an 
arrangement  not  unUke  that  which  prevails  to  this  day  in  the  National 
Museum,  where  the  officers,  chosen  by  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  are 
paid  by  the  General  Government. 

The  collections  arrived  some  time  in  March,  and  in  response  to  its 
request  Mr.  Badger,  the  newly  made  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  placed  them 
under  the  care  of  the  National  Institution,  and  in  April,  as  we  learn 
from  the  unpublished  letters  of  the  curator,  the  taxidermists  were 
preparing  alx)Ut  fifteen  bird  skins  a  day,  a  rate  of  speed  which  quite 
explains  the  atrocious  condition  of  the  preparations  which  have  come 
down  to  us  from  those  days  of  the  infancy  of  the  National  Museum. 
In  May  additional  collections,  brought  by  the  ship  Suzanne  to  New 
York  and  thence  transshipped  by  the  schooner  Palest hu\  were  received 
in  Washington. 

A  new  danger  now  threatened  the  integrity  of  the  collections,  which 
was  that   the  curator   found  many  of  the  boxes   "marked  in  such  a 


*  Ilenr^'  King,  M.  I).,  was  a  geologist  and  mining  expert  who  had  l)een  a  resident 
of  Missouri,  who  had  lately  been  employed  in  an  exploration  of  the  lead  mines  of 
the  West,  and  who  at  this  time  was  employed  by  the  War  Department  in  Washing- 
ton. He  was  the  author  of  a  manual  of  Directions  for  making  Collections  in  Natu- 
ral History,  published  in  1840  by  the  Institution,  the  first  part  of  a  long  series  of 
pamphlets  of  scientific  instructors,  printed  at  the  capital.  [1840.  King,  Henry. 
Directions  for  making  Collections  in  Natural  History.  Prepared  for  the  National 
Institution  for  the  Promotion  of  Science ;  by  H.  King,  M.  D.  W^ashington.  Printed 
by  Gales  &  Seaton.     1840.     8vo.,  pp.  1-24.] 

Doctor  King  was  elected  curator  March  8,  1841,  and  held  the  office  until  vSeptember 
12,  1842,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  Doctor  Charles  Pickering. 


Samuel  de  Champlain. 
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Fifth.  That  in  all  cases  of  difl&ctilty  which  may  arise,  reference  must  be  made  to  the 
President  or  Vice-President  of  the  Institution  for  decision,  who  will,  if  they  conceive 
it  necessary,  submit  the  question  to  the  Institution. 

Sixth.  That  a  book  be  kept  by  the  Curator,  subject  at  all  times  to  the  inspection  of 
the  committee,  in  which  must  be  noted  the  contents  of  each  box  or  package ;  lists  of 
the  articles  for  which  they  are  the  equivalents ;  the  name  and  place  of  the  society  or 
individual  to  whom  one  set  is  to  be  sent,  and  from  whom  the  other  has  been  received. 

In  what  the  committee  have  now  submitted,  they  conceive  that  they  have  done  all 
that  it  was  possible  or  necessary  to  do  at  present,  in  reference  to  the  third  point  of  the 
resolution,  viz :  "reporting  fully  on  the  subject ;  '*  although  they  are  perfectly  sensi- 
ble that  in  their  report  they  have  presented  the  subject  in  the  most  general  manner, 
believing  that  experience  and  practice  alone  will  enable  the  Institution  gradually  to 
settle  upon  a  complete  system.  The  committee  beg  leave  to  add,  that  the  present 
report  is  not  to  be  regarded  as  fin^,  but  that  it  is  submitted,  with  all  due  deference 
to  the  Institution,  to  use  the  concluding  words  of  the  resolution,  **for  its  further 
consideration  and  action.'* 

Shortly  after  this,  on  March  8,  in  order  to  provide  for  the  reception 
of  these  collections.  Doctor  Henry  King'  was  elected  curator  of  the 
National  Institution,  the  first  in  Washington  to  bear  an  official  title 
which  has  since  been  the  designation  of  a  goodly  number  of  worthy 
workers  in  science. 

The  curator,  although  an  elective  officer  of  the  Institution,  received 
his  pay  from  the  Congressional  appropriation  already  referred  to,  an 
arrangement  not  unlike  that  which  prevails  to  this  day  in  the  National 
Museum,  where  the  officers,  chosen  by  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  are 
paid  by  the  General  Government. 

The  collections  arrived  some  time  in  March,  and  in  response  to  its 
request  Mr.  Badger,  the  newly  made  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  placed  them 
under  the  care  of  the  National  Institution,  and  in  April,  as  we  learn 
from  the  unpublished  letters  of  the  curator,  the  taxidermists  were 
preparing  about  fifteen  bird  skins  a  day,  a  rate  of  speed  which  quite 
explains  the  atrocious  condition  of  the  preparations  which  have  come 
down  to  us  from  those  days  of  the  infancy  of  the  National  Museum. 
In  May  additional  collections,  brought  by  the  ship  Suzanne  to  New 
York  and  thence  transshipped  by  the  schooner  Palestine,  were  received 
in  Washington. 

A  new  danger  now  threatened  the  integrity  of  the  collections,  which 
was  that   the  curator   found  many  of   the  boxes   "marked  in  such  a 

^  Henry  King,  M.  D.,  was  a  geologist  and  mining  expert  who  had  been  a  resident 
of  Missouri,  who  had  lately  been  employed  in  an  exploration  of  the  lead  mines  of 
the  West,  and  who  at  this  time  was  employed  by  tlie  War  Department  in  Washing- 
ton, lie  was  the  author  of  a  manual  of  Directions  for  making  Collections  in  Natu- 
ral History,  published  in  1840  by  the  Institution,  the  first  part  of  a  long  series  of 
pamphlets  of  scientific  instructors,  printed  at  the  capital.  [1840.  King,  Henry. 
Directions  for  making  Collections  in  Natural  History.  Prepared  for  the  National 
Institution  for  the  Promotion  of  Science ;  by  H.  King,  M.  D.  Washington.  Printed 
by  Gales  &  Seaton.     1840.     8vo.,  pp.  1-24.] 

Doctor  King  was  elected  curator  March  8,  1841,  and  held  the  office  until  September 
12,  1842,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  Doctor  Charles  Pickering. 


Samuel  oe  CHAMPt^tN. 
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manner  as  to  indicate  that  they  belong  to  and  are  claimed  by  private 
persons/'  these  constituting  a  large  part  of  the  whole. 

Here,  again,  Mr.  Poinsett  had  foreseen  and  provided  against  the 
danger,  having  instructed  the  curator,  on  a  previous  occasion,  to  pay  no 
attention  to  private  marks  on  collections  received  from  a  Government 
expedition. 

The  question  was  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  who  at  once 
replied  that,  in  his  opinion,  **all  specimens  collected  by  officers  attached 
to  the  expedition  belonged  solely  to  the  United  States.** 

In  April,  1 84 1,  the  collections  and  library  of  the  Institution  were 
installed  in  the  new  Patent  Office  building,  where  they  remained  until 
removed  to  the  Smithsonian,  in  1857. 

Extensive  plans  were  made  for  a  system  of  international  exchange, 
and  a  committee  formulated  the  policy  of  the  society  in  an  elaborate 
report. 

Another  Government  collection  soon  came  in  consisting  of  the  min- 
erals and  geological  specimens  gathered  by  David  Dale  Owen,  during  his 
sur\^ey  under  the  direction  of  the  United  States  General  I<and  Office, 
also  a  collection  of  ** Indian  portraits  and  curiosities,**  transferred  by 
the  Secretary  of  War,  and  the  Smithson  cabinet,  books  and  minerals, 
deposited  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  a  bill  was  passed  by 
Congress,  less  important  by  reason  of  the  appropriation  of  $500,  which 
it  makes,  than  from  the  fact  that  it  justifies  the  Secretaries  of  War 
and  of  the  Navy  in  transferring  collections  in  their  possession  to  the 
Institution. 

On  the  ist  of  January,  1842,  a  letter  was  written  by  a  committee  of 
the  National  Institution  to  the  Secretaries  of  War  and  the  Navy. 

In  February,  1842,  another  important  paper  was  presented  to  the 
Institution  by  the  same  committee — important  as  marking  the  beginning 
of  the  system  of  exchanges  and  distribution  of  duplicates  which  had  for 
nearly  forty  years  been  so  important  a  feature  of  the  work  of  the 
National  Institution.' 

With  the  exception  of  the  papers  already  alluded  to,  which  had  refer- 
ence to  the  relation  of  the  society  to  the  Government  and  to  the  Smith- 
sonian bequest,  the  bulletin  of  proceedings  from  this  time  on  contained 
little  more  than  the  record  of  the  receipt  of  donations  of  specimens  and 
of  letters  asking  information  or  proffering  advice.  The  society  retained 
the  control  of  the  exploring  expedition  collections,  and  in  June,  1842, 
Lieutenant  Wilkes  having  returned  to  Washington,  he,  at  three  succes- 
sive meetings  of  the  Institute,  gave  a  history  of  his  voyage  and  its 
results.  He  was  at  first  subjected  to  some  opposition,  and  until  after  a 
court-martial,  held  in  New  York  in  August,  seems  to  have  been  disposed 
to  say  very  little.     He,  however,  wrote,  under  date  of  July  16,  1842,  a 


*This  is  printed  in  Note  A  from  the  manuscript  report  in  the  archives  of  the 
National  Museum. 
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letter'  to  Senator  Preston,  in  which  he  indignantly  protested  against 
the  manner  in  which  his  officers  and  men  had  been  received  on  their 
return. 

When  he  was  restored  to  favor  andinflnence,  he  at  once  took  steps  to 
gain  control  of  the  collections  made  by  his  squadron,  provisicmally  under 
the  charge  of  the  National  Institution,  with  results  to  be  studied  later. 

'This  letter,  now  in  the  archives  of  the  Mnseum  and  never  pnblished,  is  of  so  much 
interest  historicaUy,  that  after  the  lapse  Of  nearly  fifty  yeazs  it  is  printed,  in  the  cer* 
tainty  that  its  har^  significance  has  all  vanished. 

Washinoyok  Crrv,  iHhJuly^  1842. 

My  D^ar  Sir:  Agreeably  to  yonr  desire,  I  hasten  to  g^ve  yon  the  infomtatioa  rela- 
tive to  the  remaining  duties  of  the  Expedition,  and  that  are  absolutely  necessary  to 
cany  ont  the  intention  of  Congress  in  passing  the  Act  authorizing  the  Bi^iedition, 
viz, ''  for  the  promotion  of  the  great  interests  of  Commerce  and  Navigation,  and  to 
extend  the  bounds  of  science  and  promote  the  acquisition  of  knowledge.*' 

Por  the  accomplishment  of  these  great  objects,  there  was  required  persons  to  attend 
to  the  different  departments  of  science;  and  the  following  was  the  <nganization  whkii 
I  i»oposed,  and  was  adopted  by  the  Government,  and  the  most  economical  one  that 
could  have  been  arranged  to  carry  out  the  great  views  intended,  and  that  the  aooom* 
modations  of  the  vessels  would  permit,  viz: 

The  Departments  of  Astronomy,  Hydrography,  Magnetismf  Meteorology,  and 
Fh3r8ics,  including  the  Experiments  with  the  Invariable  Pendulum,  was  confided 
to  myself  with  the  oflicers  under  my  command  as  assistants,  besides  the  above  I 
was  diaiged  with  the  Histoiy  or  Narrative  of  the  Voyage. 

This  at  once  greatly  reduced  the  Scientific  Corps  which  had  been  organized,  viz, 
^Dom  23  to  9.  I  felt  the  Navy  was  justly  entitled  to  all  these  departments,  embraced 
as  they  were  within  the  limits,  or  scope  of  the  profession,  and  that  they  ought  not  to 
be  attached  to  such  an  undertaking,  to  act  as  the  *' hewers  of  wood  and  drawers  of 
water,**  as  was  the  case  in  its  original  organization. 

Charles  Pickering  and  Titian  R.  Peale,  naturalists;  Horatio  Hale,  philologist;  James 
D.  Dana,  geologist;  William  Rich,  botanist;  William  Brackenridge,  horticulturist 
and  assistant  botanist;  Joseph  Drayton  and  Alfred  Agate,  artists;  J.  P.  Couthouy, 
conchologist,  who  was  with  the  Expedition  until  the  end  of  November,  1839,  after 
which  period  his  duties  were  divided  among  the  rest  and  successfully  performed. 
These  formed  the  nine;  to  these  was  added  a  mechanic  for  the  repair  of  instruments 
and  their  proper  preservation. 

In  all  the  above  departments  much  remains  to  be  done;  indeed,  I  view  the  services 
of  the  above  gentlemen  as  necessary  now,  and  even  more  so  than  at  any  other  period 
of  the  cruise,  nor  can  their  services  be  dispensed  with,  or  the  work  concentrated, 
without  great  loss  to  the  Expedition,  and  the  reputation  of  the  country.  For  my  own 
departments  I  require  the  services  of  Mr.  Stewart,  who  was  a  clerk  in  the  Expedition, 
but  whom  I  have  made  hydrographical  draughtsman,  and  some  few  of  the  officers, 
who  have  been  my  principal  assistants.  Mr.  Stewart  will  be  enabled  also  to  assist 
me  in  my  copying,  etc.  He  is  one  of  my  own  scholars  and  is  now  engaged  in  the 
duties  assigned  him. 

I  truly  regret  that  anything  should  have  occurred  to  dampen  the  ardor  of  those 
who  are  attached  to  the  Expedition,  and  absolutely  necessarj^  to  the  bringing  out  the 
results.  The  ardor  that  has  been  felt  during  the  cruise  has  been  all-important  to  our 
success,  and  has  been  in  every  way  encouraged  by  me,  and  I  did  hope  that  it  would 
have  been  kept  alive  until  all  had  been  accomplished.  The  reputation  of  our  country 
is  at  stake,  and  if  what  has  been  attempted  and  succeeded  in,  is  not  now  finished 
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In  Septemlx^r,  1842,  Doctor  Charles  Pickering  became  curator.  He 
had  been  a  member  of  the  Wilkes  exploring  expedition  and  was  occu- 
pied during  his  connection  almost  entirely  in  the  work  of  unpacking  and 
arranging  its  collections. 

from  any  motive  of  economy,  or  derangement  of  the  organization  all  will  be  ruined, 
and  we  shall  become  the  laughingstock  of  Eiirope,  and  all  the  praise  that  has  been 
lavished  on  our  Government  for  its  noble  undertaking  prove  but  *' satire  in 
disguise." 

What  will  be  the  reputation  of  those  who  have  had  the  ordering  of  things  since  its 
return,  on  their  becoming  known  on  the  other  side  of  the  waters?  For  the  reception 
of  myself  I  can  easily  account;  but  that  of  the  officers  and  crews  is  truly  unaccount- 
able, particularly  the  want  of  any  expression  of  thanks  from  the  Department  to  the 
latter  on  their  discharge ;  it  was  felt  by  every  officer  and  remarked  by  every  man. 
On  minor  duties  I  have  been  gratified  by  it  formerly,  and  I  have  with  pleasure  seen 
its  effects  upon  many  of  the  men  that  formed  a  part  of  the  crews  of  this  Expedition 
when  on  other  service  with  me ;  I  have  urged  it  all  in  my  power,  but  without  effect ; 
every  day  develops  some  new  opposition  to  the  Expedition.  I  am  aware  you  think  I 
want  cause  for  this  opinion;  perhaps  I  am  mistaken,  but  I  can  not  but  feel  myself 
bound  up  in  it ;  indeed  it  would  be  strange  if  I  was  not,  and  I  must  say  it  isheartsick- 
ening  to  me  to  hear  those  who  have  shared  its  dangers  and  troubles  complaining  of 
a  want  of  attention  and  courtesy,  and  exhibiting  the  unceremonious  discharges  from 
their  duties,  with  little  or  no  prospect  of  consummating  the  labors  in  which  they 
have  been  engaged  for  the  last  four  years,  and  before  they  have  even  seen  their  fami- 
lies. Some  are  suffering  under  sickness  contracted  from  their  exposure  in  the  serv- 
ice of  their  country.  They  are  now  suddenly  cut  off  and  destitute  of  sup{>ort  for 
themselves  and  families.  These  facts  are  well  known.  Such  treatment  is  without 
precedent  in  the  service  of  this,  or  any  other  country. 

Contrast  our  Expedition  with  those  of  the  French  and  English  engaged  in  the  same 
service,  and  at  the  same  time,  honor  and  rewards  are  heaped  on  all  at  and  before 
their  return.  Examine  our  results,  compare  them  with  theirs,  contrast  us  in  every 
way  with  them  you  please,  or  with  Expeditions  that  have  gone  before  us,  and  then 
ask  if  we  have  not  reason  to  feel  mortified. 

Do  not  misunderstand  me.  I  ask  nothing  for  myself  at  present,  and  will  not  as 
long  as  this  mist  hanging  over  me  exists,  but  which  any  fair  and  candid  examina- 
tions into  my  actions  and  conduct  would  have  long  since  dissipated ;  neither  do  I  ask 
impossibilities  or  undeserved  praise;  no  greater  punishment  can  be  inflicted  on  the 
head  of  one  who  receives  it.  But  I  would  ask :  Is  it  not  fully  apparent  and  placed 
beyond  cant  that  the  men  of  the  Expedition  have  done  their  duty,  and  did  deserve 
the  thanks  of  the  Department  before  they  were  disbanded?  It  was  openly  com- 
plained of  when  they  were  paid  off. 

I  have  greatly  to  complain  of  the  course  the  Department  has  pursued  towards 
myself,  but  I  forbear  to  touch  on  this  subject  at  present. 

In  conclusion,  my  dear  sir,  I  beg  you  will  excuse  this  long  letter  and  its  tone. 
Whenever  these  subjects  are  brought  to  my  mind  I  feel  it  acutely.  All  I  do  hope  is 
that,  for  the  credit  of  the  Expedition,  the  honor  and  reputation  of  the  country,  you 
will  not  lose  sight  of  what  ought  to  be  done.  Fully  confident  I  am  that  there  is  no 
subject  in  which  the  reputation  of  our  country  is  so  much  at  stake  as  the  develop- 
ment of  the  results  of  the  Exploring  Expedition  and  on  which  its  conduct  will  be 
so  closely  scrutinized  abroad.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect. 
Yours,  most  truly, 

Charles  Wilkes. 

Hon.  W^M.  C.  Preston,  Senator ^U.  5.,  Washington. 
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In  the  meantime,  in  February,  1842,  Doctor  J.  P.  Couthouy,  one  of 
the  naturalists  of  the  expedition,  having  been  detached  from  duty  by 
Captain  Wilkes,  was  employed  by  the  committee  of  the  Institution  to 
aid  in  the  work  upon  their  collections,  and  in  September  Mr.  W.  D. 
Brackenridge,  horticulturist  of  the  expedition,  was  also  taken  upon  the 
Museum  staff  and  given  charge  of  the  plants,'  and  a  little  later  Professor 
James  D.  Dana  seems  to  have  been  given  charge  of  the  arrangement  of 
the  geological  and  mineralogical  collections,  not  only  of  the  exploring 
expedition,  but  of  the  Institution  cabinet,  including  the  Smithson,  Owen, 
Locke,  and  Totten  collections,  and  Horatio  Hale  was  performing  a  simi- 
lar work  upon  the  ethnographical  collections  of  the  Institution,  which  he 
reported  upon  as  '  *  chiefly  from  the  exploring  expedition. ' ' 

The  force  at  this  time  engaged  upon  the  national  collections,  under 
the  direction  of  the  National  Institution,  consisted  of  Doctor  Charles 
Pickering,  principal  curator;  J.  P.  Couthouy,  J.  D.  Dana,  Horatio  Hale, 
and  W.  D.  Brackenridge,  curators  and  assistants,  and  J.  K.  Townsend 
and  John  Varden,  assistants.  Thomas  Nuttall,  the  well-known  botanist, 
had  in  1841  been  engaged  upon  the  herbarium,  but  had  now  gone  away. 

Here,  then,  in  1842,  we  find  a  strong  Museum  force  at  work  on  the 
collections,  a  force  fully  as  effective  thirty  years  later,  in  1873,  when  the 
writer  first  became  acquainted  with  the  operations  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution. 

The  report  prepared  by  them  at  the  end  of  the  year  1842  was  essen- 
tially the  second  oflScial  report  upon  the  national  collections,  and  since  it 
has  never  been  published,  it  is  printed  in  Note  B,  at  the  end  of  this 
memoir. 

At  the  meeting  of  September  12  a  resolution  was  passed  in  these  words: 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  wait  upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
and  upon  the  joint  committee  of  the  Library  of  Congress,  and  to  proffer  to  them  the 
cooperation  of  the  Institute  in  carrying  into  effect  the  intentions  of  the  law  lately 
passed  by  Congress,  for  the  arrangement  and  preservation  of  the  collections  made  by 
the  Exploring  Squadron,  and  for  the  publication  of  the  results  of  that  Expedition  ; 
and  that  this  committee  be  authorized  to  act  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  Institute 
in  all  matters  relating  to  this  subject. 

In  reply  to  the  letter  transmitting  this  resolution,  the  following  letter 

was  received: 

Navy  Department,  September  //,  iS.p. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  tlie  15th  instant,  transmitting  a  copy  of  the 
resolutions  of  the  National  Institute  passed  on  the  12th  instant,  in  relation  to  the 
arrangement  and  preservation  of  the  collections  made  by  the  exploring  squadron, 
and  informing  me  that  Doctor  C.  Pickering  had  been  unanimously  elected  curator  of 
the  Institute. 

*  Mr.  Brackenridge,  on  the  return  of  the  expedition  in  1842,  brought  the  live  plants 
and  seeds  to  Washington,  and  there  being  no  place  for  their  reception  hired  a  green- 
house and  cared  for  them,  apparently  on  his  own  responsibility,  for  several  months. 
Eventually  they  were  provided  for  at  the  Botanic  Garden  about  1859,  after  having 
been  for  many  years  kept  in  greenhouses  in  the  rear  of  the  Patent  Office. 
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I  shall  be  happy  to  receive  the  suggestions  of  the  committee  as  to  the  proper  course 

of  proceeding. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  P.  Upshur. 
Garrett  R.  Barry,  Esq., 

Recording  Secretary  National  Institute ^  Washington. 

In  the  meantime  a  change  in  the  status  of  the  Government  collections 
had  been  effected  by  the  passage  of  an  act  of  Congress,  August  27,  1842, 
providing  for  the  publication,  under  the  supervision  of  the  Joint  Library 
Committee,  of  an  account  of  the  discovery  made  by  the  exploring  expe- 
dition, the  third  section  of  which  was  as  follows : 

That  until  other  provisions  be  made  by  law  for  the  safe-keeping  and  arrangement 
of  such  objects  of  natural  history  as  may  be  in  the  possession  of  the  Government, 
the  same  shall  be  deposited  and  arranged  in  the  upper  room  of  the  Patent  Office, 
under  the  care  of  such  persons  as  may  be  appointed  by  the  Joint  Committee  of  the 
Library. 

By  act  of  August  4,  1842  (Stat.  V.,  501),  the  sum  of  $20,000  had 
already  been  appropriated  for  the  transportation,  preservation,  and 
arrangement  of  these  collections. 

In  the  charter  of  the  National  Institute,  passed  a  month  before,  there 
was  a  provision  that  all  trusts  ' '  are  vested  and  confirmed  to  the  said 
corporation,''  and  the  supporters  of  the  Institute  were  disposed  to  urge 
that  this  was  applicable  to  the  collections  of  the  **  exploring  squadron,*' 
at  that  time  in  the  custody  of  the  Institution.  The  question  did  not 
come  up  in  a  troublesome  way  at  this  time,  for  the  Library  Committee, 
at  that  time  unfriendly,  simply  confirmed  the  choice  of  curator  made  by 
the  National  Institute,  and  appointed  Doctor  Pickering  to  the  position, 
Doctor  Pickering  being  thenceforth  subject  to  the  Congressional  com- 
mittee, and  only  by  courtesy  acting  for  the  National  Institute. 

Trouble  was  brewing,  however,  for  it  was  evident  that  the  links  bind- 
ing together  the  interests  of  the  National  Institute  and  the  exploring 
expedition  were  not  very  tenacious.  There  was  in  fact  no  legal  authority 
for  the  agency  of  supervision  which  the  Institution  was  now  exercising, 
the  whole  being  the  outgrowth  of  a  very  informal  understanding  be- 
tween two  or  three  successive  Secretaries  of  the  Navy  and  a  committee 
of  the  Institution  ' '  appointed  to  correspond  with  the  Departments  of 
Government.'" 

This  committee,  composed  of  two  of  the  most  active  directors  and  the 
corresponding  secretary,  soon  began  to  perform  the  functions  of  a  gen- 
eral executive  committee — no  doubt  with  the  sanction  of  the  society,  but 
without  direct  authority. 

The  recent  acts  of  Congress  had  taken  the  control  of  the  collections 
away  from  the  Navy  Department,  by  whose  act  alone  they  had  been  placed 
in  charge  of  the  Institute.  The  committee  of  the  Institute  still  believed 
itself  responsible  in  an  advisory  way  for  the  disbursement  of  the  appro- 

' Proceedings  of  the  National  Institution,  2d  Bull.,  p.  71. 
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priation,  but  soon  found  expeditions  in  progress  of  wMeb  thejr  had 
no  knowledge.  The  committee  filed  a  i»:otest  with  Mr.  Pmnsett,  their 
president,  who  seems  to  have  at  once  taken  steps  to  secure  the  only 
possible  relief  from  the  embarrassment — ^that  tA  special  iq^islatioii. 

The  following  bill  was  accordingly  introduced  in  the  Senate  by  the 
Hon.  Robert  J.  Walker : 

A  BZIX  for  Ute  praervatloa  of  the  cOllecfcioiui  of  natviml  corioaitics  funtlslied  by  tlie  cEiJoflag 

•quadtoii,  and  from  other  aonroea. 

Be  U  enaded  by  the  Sfimaie  and  House  of  RepresetUaHves  of  the  United  States  of 
America  in  Congress  assembled^  That  the  boazd  of  management  of  the  National 
Inatitiite  be,  and  is  hereby,  invested  with  the  custody  of  the  specimens  of  natural 
history,  and  cvther  curiosities,  which  have  been  received,  or  which  may  have  been 
received,  or  which  may  hemfter  be  received,  from  the  exploring  squadron,  and 
from  other  sources,  with  authority  to  make  all  necessary  arrangements  to  preserve 
and  exhibit  the  same,  to  r^;ulate  ^t  number  and  compensation  of  persons  employed 
on  said  duty,  and  to  superintend  the  disbursements  relating  thereto. 

And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  said  board  is  hereby  authorized  to  exchange 
any  of  the  duplicates  of  said  collections  with  other  institutiotts,  or  with  State  author!* 
ties,  or  with  individuals. 

At  the  request  of  Senator  Walker  two  of  the  members  of  the  commit- 
tee had  drawn  up  a  statement  of  the  relations  which  they  deemed  it 
desirable  to  have  established  between  the  Institution  and  the  General 
Grovemment  in  respect  to  the  national  collections.  This  statement  was 
submitted  by  Senator  Walker,  not  as  an  of&dal  document  emanating 
from  the  Institute,  but  with  the  heading  "Remarks  submitted  by  Mr. 
Markoe  and  Colonel  Abert  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Walker."  This  was  cer- 
tainly an  unfortunate  form  of  introduction  to  Congress,  and  the  oppo- 
nents of  the  National  Institute  made  the  most  of  it.  The  bill  with  the 
accompanying  statement  was  referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  the 
Library,  and  on  the  28th  of  February  was  made  the  subject  of  a  report 
presented  by  Senator  Tappan/  in  which  he  ridiculed  the  idea  of  placing 
the  results  of  a  great  Government  expedition  in  the  hands  of  a  *  *  private 
corporation,"  and  advised  members  of  the  National  Institute  to  disabuse 
themselves  of  the  idea  that  regular  appropriations  would  ever  be  made 
for  its  benefit.  *'The  case  presents,"  he  remarked,  "two  officers  of  the 
Government,  one  the  head  of  a  bureau,  the  other  a  clerk  in  one  of  the 
public  offices,  who  ask  as  a  matter  of  right  that  they  should  have  the 
supervision  of  a  very  important  literary  and  scientific  work,  the  publica- 
tion of  which  Congress  has  thought  proper  to  intrust  to  one  of  its  regular 
committees."  The  recommendation  of  the  committee  was  that  the 
responsibility  of  this  work  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  Joint  Committee 
on  the  Library,  where  it  had  originally  been  placed  by  law.  Senator 
Tappan's  attack  was  evidently  based  upon  a  partial  misunderstanding  of 
the  views  of  the  members  of  the  National  Institute,  who  simply  asked 
the  custody  of  the  collections  and  the  authority  to  supervise  their  arrange- 
ment.    Colonel  Abert  and  Mr.  Markoe  were  indignant  at  the  injustice, 

*  Senate  Document  233,  see  note  D  to  this  paper. 
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and  addressed  to  Senator  Walker  a  letter  in  further  explanation  of  their 
views. 

This  letter,  with  the  comments  upon  it  by  Senator  Walker  and  Sena- 
tor Preston,  is  printed  in  a  note  appended  to  this  memoir,'  accompanied 
by  a  hitherto-unpublished  letter  from  Senator  Woodbridge,  of  Michigan, 
who,  as  a  member  of  the  committee,  was  able  to  explain  the  real  signifi* 

cance  of  its  action. 

All  of  these  papers  are  given  in  a  pamphlet*  published  at  the  timfe, 

which  is,  however,  now  exceedingly  rare  and  almost  forgotten. 

The  versions  of  the  papers  here  g^ven  are  for  the  most  part  from  the 
originals  or  verified  copies  in  the  archives  of  the  National  Museum. 

Senator  Tappan's  speech  and  the  subsequent  action  of  Congress  did 
much  to  undermine  the  foundation  of  the  Institute,  which  was  evidently 
scarcely  solid  enough  to  sustain  the  structure  which  it  had  been  proposed 
to  rear  upon  them. 

After  this  it  was  inevitable  that  there  should  arise  conflicts  of  authority, 
and  they  were  not  slow  in  coming. 

It  is  possible  that  they  were  precipitated  by  Captain  Wilkes,  who 
naturally  may  have  felt  some  irritation  at  the  manner  in  which  the  con- 
trol of  the  collections  made  by  his  expedition  were  taken  out  of  his  control, 
while  he  himself  was  for  a  time  under  charges. 

The  Commissioner  of  Patents,  too,  seems  to  have  been  irritated  by  the 
occupation  of  a  hall  in  the  Patent  Office  controlled  by  alien  authority. 

In  July,  1843,  Doctor  Pickering  resigned  his  curatorship,  and  the 
Library  Committee,  now  hostile  and  acting  in  the  spirit  of  their  report, 
made  use  of  the  authority  vested  in  them  by  the  act  of  August  26,  1842, 
and  appointed  to  the  custodianship  of  the  Government  collections  the 
Commissioner  of  Patents,  Mr.  Ellsworth,  and  in  August  placed  Captain 
Wilkes  in  special  charge  of  the  gatherings  of  the  exploring  expedition. 

The  action  of  the  committee  does  not  appear  to  have  been  known  to 
the  officers  of  the  Institute  except  by  rumor,  but  they  were  left  to  find 
out  the  change  of  policy  by  an  unpleasant  series  of  experiences. 

The  first  serious  friction  was  in  connection  with  Captain  Wilkes.  Its 
character  is  shown  by  the  following  correspondence,  which  is  here  printed 
on  account  of  the  new  light  it  throws  upon  the  condition  of  the  National 
Cabinet  of  Curiosities  in  the  years  1843-44  ^^^  upon  the  otherwise  inex- 
plicable circumstances  which  led  to  the  collapse  of  the  National  Institute 
shortly  afterwards : 

I^ETTER  FROM  COLONEL  ABERT  TO  CAPTAIN  WILKES,  SEPTEMBER  5.  i843- 

Dear  Sir:  Reports  of  a  painful  character,  involved  in  the  questions  of  the 
inclosed  letter,  have  reached  the  ears  of  many  of  us,  and  I  have  been  urged  as  chair- 
man of  the  committee  having  charge  of  these  matters  to  bring  them  before  the 

'  Note  E,  I,  II,  III,  IV. 

»  1843.  [Abert,  John  J.,  and  Francis  Markoe,  jr.]  Reply  |  of  |  Colonel  Abert  and 
Mr.  Markoe  |  to  the  |  Hon.  Mr.  Tappan  |  of  the  |  United  States  Senate.  Wash- 
ington, — ,  Wm.  Q.  Force,  printer.  |  1843.  I  ^  vo.  pp.  i-i8. 
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Directon.  Bnt  I  refoaed.  on  the  groniid  ^bat  InAtnld  not  be  the  medinm  of  briiq^iay. 
fonrard  ttdstuidentood  or  ezaggented  fada,  fqr-diacdflaloii  or  action,  pveferring  Ota 
coniM  dt  the  Ittdoaed  letter,  aa  It  wUl  pncnre'the  deritcd  Infonnation  foam  the  baat 
anthori^andnnderitatnieafvecL-lt  ae«>at  tome  that  the  Inatitnte  la  the  laat. 
wfaidt  dKNild  nceiv«  ntddiKliKsa  frooi'at^oae  whoae  fame  ia  connected  yHHk' 
the  icantts  ot  the  exploring  aqondnm,  fat  wiOwat  the  intetfetenee  erf  the  Tn^^tt^itt  - 
irtiemiKKildtbeaeiefliiHa  have  been;  and  without  its  fntnre  care  what  win  beowae 
of  than,  for  «^tat  odier  bodjr  in  wfaoae  care  they  can  be  placed  baa  a  f 


uimcR  nunc  txaffsm.  abbkt  to  captaim  wiitKas, 

tot:  Itiaoontem^ated  aoim  to  have  a  meetiag  o<  the  Directoca  of  the  Nattomd.; 
Imtitiite,  at  irtddi  mattet»  of  mtich  inteceat  to  the  InatitatewUl  be  Vooj^  i^| 
UndentudinK  dial  70a  have  been  placed  In  duige  of  the  rootn  in  whidi  bott ! 
laatitnt*  and  ex.  [pteiagj  u^editkm  coriodtica  are  d^oaited,  and  anxiona  Qiat  a^i^ 
onr  meednC  ttw  MicGtofs  Ihoald  be  Mly  and  correctly  informed,  allow  na  to  beg  or 
yon  the  favor  of  an  ea^  Bniwer  to  Uie  following  qnctica : 

I.  Hare  dlrectiona  been  given  to  remove  the  pcopcrtj  of  tbe  Inititote  and  tbift'F 
nnderita  care,  eiccept  exploring  Kq»edittom>edmena,from  tbe  room  in  which  thay- 
now  are  or  from  the  caaea  is  which  thejr  have  been  dqiodted,  or  are  soch  directfcxM/'i 


3.  An  tbe  peraona  enjoyed  at  the  room  and  paid  by  the  U.  3.  pniliiUted  fran-' 
beatowli«  any  atteotfc»  i^oaaiiy  <rther  tbanex.  Eploringjcxp.  [edition]  «pecimen%.j 
from  tmesliv  fiwbons  of  preaenta.  aent  to  the  Inatitnte,  deaning,  urajiging,  aaijil 


3.  \rai  any  of  the  petaona  employed  at  the  room  and  paid  by  the  U.  S.  be  allowed^ 
to  bestow  any  of  their  time  and  talenta  upon  the  preservation  and  arrangement  of 
the  collections,  except  those  of  the  ex.  [ploring]  squadron? 

4.  Can  the  Institute  count  with  sufficientcertaintyupon  the  services  of  any  person 
so  employed  so  as  to  invest  him  or  them  as  curators  or  assistants  with  the  requisite 
authority  from  the  Institute? 

You  will  readily  perceive  the  importance  of  these  questions  to  the  Institute,  and 
how  eminently  they  invoke  the  security  and  preservation  of  the  valuable  and  extensive 
collection  under  its  care ;  you  will,  therefore  I  hope,  pardon  us  in  the  request  of  an 
early  answer. 

J.  J.  Abert. 
Capt.  Charles  Wilkes, 

U.  S.  Navy,  Washington. 


LSTTER  FROM  CAPTAIN  WILKES  TO  COLONEL  ABERT,  SEPTEMBER  16,  1843. 

Washington  City,  xdSept.,  18^3. 

My  Dear.  Sir.  :  Your  friendly  letter  was  received  on  my  return  to  the  city  after  a 
short  absence,  which  will  account  for  your  not  having  an  earlier  reply. 

I  can  not  acknowledge  any  right  in  a  committee  of  the  Nat.  [ioualj  Ins.  [titute] 
to  call  upon  me  for  any  explanations  whatever  relative  to  my  official  duties  or 
actiona,  particularly  when  such  a  call  is  based  upon  (as  you  infonn  me)  "painful 
reports"  of  which  I  have  no  knowledge  and  little  regard,  and  can  not  help  express- 
ing my  astonishment  that  any  members  of  a  scientific  society  should  have  given 
credence  to  them,  to  have  authorized  an  action  on  the  part  of  one  of  their  com- 
mitteea  before  they  had  ascertained  that  they  were  true. 
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I  can  not  but  admire  your  course  in  refusing  to  act,  or  be  the  medium  of  bringing 
them  forward  for  discussion  or  action  before  an  appeal  was  made  to  the  best  authority. 
I  therefore  feel  much  pleasure  in  answering  the  questions  as  coming  from  yourself, 
and  do  it  particularly  with  a  view  that  you  may  communicate  it  to  any  of  the  gentle- 
men, your  associates,  who  may  have  been  instrumental  in  getting  up  and  giving  cur- 
rency to  the  reports  which  you  inform  me  are  in  circulation. 

1st.  The  law  places  the  collections  of  the  United  States  Exploring  Expedition  in 
the  upper  hall  of  the  Patent  Office  building  and  under  the  care  of  the  Joint  Library 
Committee  of  Congress  for  the  purpose  of  arranging  the  whole  for  description,  publi- 
cation, and  exhibition.  The  Library  Com  [mitt]  ee  have  appointed  me  to  superintend 
them  to  this  end.  In  pursuance  of  my  duties  the  whole  is  undergoing  arrangement. 
When  I  took  charge  on  the  ist  of  August  a  few  specimens  and  articles  were  pointed 
out  to  me  as  belonging  to  the  Nat[ional]  Inst[itute];  those  have  not  been  disturbed 
further  than  became  necessary  in  the  arrangements,  and  an  equal  care  has  been 
bestowed  upon  them  that  others  have  received. 

2d.  All  the  persons  employed  and  paid  by  the  Government  are  required  to  devote 
themselves  entirely  to  the  Government  work;  when  there  is  no  longer  employment 
for  them,  or  they  do  not  give  satisfaction,  they  will  be  discharged.  It  is  believed 
that  their  time  is  now  fully  employed,  and  that  their  duties  require  all  their  time 
and  talents  to  be  devoted  to  the  collection  of  the  Expedition  in  order  to  perform 
them  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Library  Committee  and  myself.  They  are  under  the 
same  system  as  if  employed  elsewhere  by  the  Government.  From  this  it  follows 
that  their  time  and  services  for  which  the  Gov[ernmen]t  pays  can  not  be  devoted 
to  or  divided  with  any  incorporated  association. 

Although  believing  that  the  above  embraces  an  answer  to  all  the  enquiries  made 
of  me  I  will  go  further  and  assure  you  that  there  is  every  disposition  on  the  part  of 
the  Library  Com  [mitt]  ^  of  Congress  and  myself  to  have  the  few  things  belonging  to 
the  Nat[ional]  Inst[itute]  that  are  now  in  the  hall  taken  care  of,  and  due  notice  will 
be  given  to  the  Institute  should  the  little  room  they  occupy  be  required  for  collection 
of  the  Exp[loring]  Exp [e]d[ition],  which  it  is  now  confidently  believed  will  entirely 
fill  the  hall  when  they  are  fully  arranged.  I  will  now  close  with  a  few  words  respect- 
ing the  last  clause  of  your  letter  relative  to  my  feeling  any  "unkindness"  towards 
the  Nat[ional]  Inst[itute].  It  is  rather  improbable  that  any  unkindness  or  hostility 
should  exist  on  my  part  considering  that  the  labour  of  the  Expedition,  combined 
with  the  exertion  of  your  gifted  president  (Mr.  Poinsett),  were  the  origin  of  it,  and 
that  in  all  probability  it  may  one  day  become  the  depository  of  the  large  and  valuable 
collection  of  the  Exp[lorin]g  Expedition,  therefore  I  can  not  but  feel  deeply  inter- 
ested in  its  welfare — everything  compatible  with  the  performance  of  my  public  duties 
will  always  be  done  to  accommodate  and  assist  its  rise  and  progress. 
Believe  me,  with  great  respect,  yoiu*  obt.  svt., 

CharIvES  Wii«kks. 

Col.  J.  J.  Abert, 

U.  S.  Corps  Top,  Engrs. 


LETTER  FROM  COLONEL  ABERT  TO  CAPTAIN  WILKES,  SEPTEMBER,  1843. 

Dear  Sir  :  Your  letter  has  been  duly  received.  As  well  for  our  own  justification 
and  for  your  satisfaction,  I  will  go  into  some  length  in  a  reply. 

Abstractly  speaking,  there  may  be  no  right  in  the  Institute  to  enquire  into  the 
course  of  your  official  action,  but  if  under  any  circumstances  this  action  be  hazard- 
ous to  the  property  of  the  Institute,  or  to  that  deposited  and  placed  imder  its  care, 
there  can  be  no  doubt,  I  think,  that  the  Institute  has  a  right  to  enquire  if  such  be 
the  case  and  why. 
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You  can,  if  you  choose,  give  us  a  very  short  reply— that  what  you  have  done  was 
in  the  execution  of  your  official  duties,  for  which  you  can  account  only  to  your  offi- 
cial superiors.  Yet,  nevertheless,  the  Institute  would  have  the  right  to  make  the 
enquiry  and  to  expect  an  answer  of  some  kind.  But  allow  me  to  call  your  attention 
to  the  reflection  that  it  is  in  your  civil  relation  of  an  agent  of  the  Library  Committee 
in  which  you  are  now  temporarily  acting,  and  it  is  only  in  that  capacity  that  any 
accountability  can  attach  to  you,  or  that  any  was  supposed  by  the  committee  of  the 
Institute  to  exist. 

As  an  officer  of  the  Navy  you  can  not  now  be  acting ;  your  course  is  not  by  virtue 
of  your  commission  or  rank  in  the  Navy,  or  orders  from  your  constitutional  or  legal 
superiors,  or  of  any  duties  connected  with  your  profession.  No  official  responsibility 
can  exist  between  Capt.  Wilkes,  of  the  Navy,  and  the  Library  Committee,  or  official 
penalties  be  incurred  by  a  neglect  of  its  directions.  Your  position,  if  I  understand 
it  correctly,  is  by  virtue  of  the  authority  in  the  Library  Committee  to  place  the  col- 
lection under  the  care  of  such  persons  as  they  may  appoint.  The  executive  or  the 
constitutional  superior  of  the  Army,  as  well  as  Navy,  were  it  to  assign  you  to  a 
ship  to-morrow,  you  would  have  to  go  and  abandon  the  care  assigned  to  you  by  the 
Library  Committee,  which  shows,  I  think,  that  it  is  not  the  official  relations  of  the 
offices  which  are  involved  in  your  present  position.  Dr.  King  once  had  the  place, 
then  Dr.  Pickering,  to  whom  you  succeeded.  Both  of  these  gentlemen  were  civilians, 
and  as  you  succeeded  them  in  your  present  place  it  is  clear,  I  think,  that  it  is  not  in 
any  official  relation  which  Capt.  Wilkes  can  claim,  or  to  which  he  can  be  assigned, 
that  he  is  now  acting,  but  in  the  civil  relation  of  a  person  appointed  by  the  Joint 
Library  Committee  to  take  charge  of  matters  the  publication  of  which  has  been 
made  a  duty  of  that  committee.  I  make  these  explanations  of  our  views  that  you 
may  feel  relieved  from  the  supposition  that  we  had  the  most  remote  idea  of  encroach- 
ing upon  your  official  rights,  for  which  I  assure  you,  as  well  as  for  your  well-estab- 
lished professional  abilities,  we  all  entertain  the  greatest  respect. 

The  specimens  of  the  Exploring  Squadron  are  to  be  deposited  and  arranged  in  the 
upper  room  of  the  Patent  Office.  This,  however,  does  not,  we  think,  give  the  exclu- 
sive possession  of  that  room  for  that  purpose  unless  such  exclusive  possession  be 
necessary.  Whether  it  be  or  not,  I  am  willing  to  admit,  is  the  right  of  the  Library 
Committee  to  decide,  and  if  they  so  decide  others  must  give  way.  The  sign  lately 
put  over  the  door  would  seem  to  indicate  that  such  decision  was  in  contemplation. 
The  Institute  has  also  possession  of  part  of  that  room,  of  the  eastern  half,  by  direc- 
tion of  the  Secretary  of  State,  under  whose  care  the  whole  building  was  then  placed. 
The  Institute  has  property  there  of  great  amount  and,  in  our  judgment,  of  great 
value,  and  if  it  has  to  move  its  property,  by  virtue  of  a  decision  by  the  Library  Com- 
mittee, the  courtesy  of  notice  from  the  agent  of  that  conmiittcc  is  not,  I  think,  too 
much  to  expect,  and  our  right  to  enquire  if  we  shall  have  to  move  should  be  viewed 
as  a  duty  on  our  part  as  the  curator  of  so  much  property.  I  assure  you  the  enquiry 
was  made  with  these  impressions  only.  Your  assurance  that  notice  will  be  given  if 
we  should  have  to  move  leaves  us  satisfied  in  this  respect. 

All  that  belongs  to  the  Ivxploriiig  Squadron  is  under  the  care  of  the  Library  Com- 
mittee or  its  agent.  But  the  Institute  is  a  legal  body,  regularly  chartered  with  defined 
rights  over  its  property,  gifts,  and  deposits.  (See  law  of  27  July,  1842.)  Now,  what 
is  this  property?  Gifts  and  deposits  from  members,  from  foreign  governments,  from 
distinguished  foreigners,  from  our  diplomatic  agents,  from  foreign  societies,  from 
domestic  societies,  from  departments  of  our  own  Government,  from  our  own  citizens. 
In  a  word,  all  the  property  in  the  room,  except  that  of  the  Exploring  Squadron  and 
that  of  the  Patent  Office,  which  (Institute)  property,  unless  I  am  very  much  mis- 
taken, far  exceeds  the  impression  you  have  of  it,  and  judging  from  some  remark 
about  the  few  things  of  the  Institute. 

Now,  this  property  requires  care,  watching,  and  cleaning. 
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I  have  at  this  time  in  my  office  twenty-four  cases  of  the  most  valuable  specimens 
sent  from  Asia  and  Mexico  to  the  Institute  which  we  have  not  sent  up,  because  we 
were  informed  they  would  probably  not  be  received,  and  would  certainly  not  be 
allowed  to  l>e  opened  and  exhibited,  as  some  60  boxes  or  more  of  Institute  specimens 
are  now  in  the  room  unopened  and  unattended  to.  Surely  it  was  proper  that  such 
matters  should  be  inquired  into  if  only  for  the  future  government  of  the  course  of 
the  Institute.  We  can  not  be  without  anxiety  for  our  valiiable  collection  nor 
unmindful  of  our  obligations  to  preserve  it. 

I  feel  satisfied  you  will  see  with  me  only  matter  of  lamentation  in  such  a  state  of 
things.    Science  and  national  pride  must  bitterly  regret  any  seeming  necessity  for  it. 

All  the  labor,  all  the  contributions,  from  whatever  branch  of  service,  civil,  diplo- 
matic, navy,  military,  are  for  the  scientific  reputation  of  our  common  country,  and 
a  hearty  union  of  all  is  necessary  to  form  a  good  collection.  Deprive  it  of  the  charm 
of  being  National,  deprive  it  of  that  halo  of  interest  with  which  the  name  National 
has  already  covered  it,  and  it  will  soon  cease  to  increase,  will  be  no  longer  worthy 
of  a  thought,  and  will  rapidly  degenerate  to  the  insignificance  of  a  local  collection. 

Such  are  at  least  my  views,  and  such  were  also  the  views  which  brought  the 
National  Institute  into  existence,  when  about  eight  of  us  had  our  first  meetings  at 
Mr.  Poinsett's.  We  then  digested  a  scheme  in  which  we  thought  all  persons  could 
unite,  because  it  was  National;  which  all  parties  could  befriend,  because  it  was 
National;  to  which  all  conditions  and  branches  of  service  could  contribute,  because 
.it  was  National;  to  which  the  Government  might  extend  its  patronizing  hand,  because 
it  was  National,  because  it  aided  and  elevated  the  National  character,  and  because 
it  would  furnish  a  broad  platform  of  National  feeling,  upon  which  all  parties,  all 
sects,  all  conditions  of  life  could,  on  principles  cherished  by  all,  meet  and  unite  in 
erecting  a  temple  to  National  fame.  And  how  cliarmingly  have  we  gone  pn;  look 
at  our  great  accumulations  for  so  short  a  time,  and  yet  it  is  all  but  a  good  beginning; 
look  at  the  feeling  which  exists  throughout  our  country  and  throughout  tlie  world 
in  our  favor,  evidenced  by  contributions  and  letters  from  all  quarters,  and  then  ask 
the  question  whetlier  to  aid  or  to  embarrass  a  design  so  glorious  and  so  free  from 
objections  will  give  tlie  most  individual  fame  ? 

But  we  must  know  our  condition,  and  what  we  have  to  depend  uf)on.  It  is  essen- 
tial that  we  should,  and  you,  as  the  agent  of  the  Library  Committee,  are  the  only 
I>erson  from  whom  we  cai\  obtain  the  desired  information.  Therefore,  of  necessity, 
we  had  to  address  ourselves  to  you,  and  if  I  understand  your  answer  correctly  it  is: 
That  you  do  not  consider  yourself  at  liberty  to  allow  any  of  the  persons  receiving 
pay  from  the  United  States  to  give  any  of  their  time  or  attention  to  the  affairs  of  tlie 
Institute,  to  overhaul  or  arrange  or  look  after  its  specimens. 

Both  of  your  predecessors,  Dr.  King  and  Dr.  Pickering,  were  also,  with  the  appro- 
bation of  the  executive,  Curators  to  the  Institute,  and  gave  some  attention  to  its 
affairs.  We  did  not,  of  course,  expect  that  you  would  take  a  similar  trouble  upon 
yourself,  and  one  question  in  my  previous  letter  was  to  ascertain  if  you  would  allow 
any  of  those  under  you  to  attend  to  the  Institute  collection  and  property.  I  under- 
stand you  also  as  thinking  this  beyond  your  power.  Under  these  circumstances  the 
Institute  must  act,  and  promptly,  or  its  valuable  collection  will  be  injured.  The 
board  of  management  will  soon  meet  and  the  matter  will  be  brought  before  them. 

If  in  anything  I  have  misunderstood  you,  I  beg  that  you  will  not  delay  to  correct 
me,  for  be  assured  tliat  I  have  no  desire  to  put  anyone  in  the  wrong,  and  least  of  all 
the  eminent  commander  of  the  Exploring  Expedition. 

J.  J.  A. 

Soon  afterwards  a  more  serious  conflict  of  authority  began — this  time 
with  the  Commissioner  of  Patents,  who  was  actually  the  ofiicial  guar- 
dian, not  only  of  a  portion  of  the  collections,  but  of  the  hall  in  which 
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the  entire  cabinets,  both  of  the  society  and  the  Government,  were 
lodged. 

The  correspondence  referred  to  in  Mr.  Ellsworth*s  first  letter  evidently 
related  to  the  great  mass  of  native  copper  of  the  Ontonagon  (still  a 
prominent  feature  in  the  National  Museum),  which  the  Secretary  of 
War  had  placed  in  the  custody  of  the  Institute  at  its  meeting  in  Octo- 
ber previous.  Mr.  Ellsworth  was  evidently  bent  upon  dislodging  the 
National  Institute  from  the  Patent  Office.  To  effect  this  he  pursued  the 
not  altogether  ingenuous  course  of  belittling  the  Institute,  its  work,  and 
the  extent  of  its  cabinet,  and  laying  claim  to  the  official  possession  of 
more  important  collections  of  models,  fabrics,  manufactures,  which,  in 
accordance  with  the  act  of  1836,  reorganizing  the  Patent  Office,  he 
designates  as  the  **  National  Gallery,"  a  name  which  he  also  applied  to 
the  great  hall  in  which  all  the  collections  were  deposited. 

The  Commissioner  of  Patents  was  evidently  legally  in  the  right,  and 
the  Institute  found  itself  bereft  not  only  of  its  command  of  Government 
collections,  but  also  of  its  hall. 

The  correspondence  is  here  printed. 

i^ettkr  from  the  commissioner  of  patents  to  the  vskcretary  of  war, 

december  7,  1s42. 

Patknt  Ofkick, 
Washinp^ton,  JXrcmbcr  jth,  /S/2. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  letter  from  the  vSccrctary  of 
War  of  tlie  2d  inst.,  communicating  the  information  that  my  letter  to  his  Depart- 
ment of  1st  inst.  had  been  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  National  Institute  for 
answer. 

Permit  me  to  enclose  a  copy  of  the  correspondence  with  s<'ii(l  connnittee.  I  have 
ventured  to  say  in  my  reply  that  I  did  not  believe  their  letter  to  myself  had  met 
your  approval. 

The  Hon.  Sec'y  will  imagine  ni}^  surprise  at  the  letter  of  the  committee  when  he 
is  informed  that  the  Connnissioner  of  Patents  has  the  custody  of  the  Patent  Ollice 
building ;  that  he  holds  a  special  appointment  under  the  Joint  Committee  of  the 
Library  to  take  charge  of  all  the  property  of  Government  mentioned  in  the  act  of 
August  26,  1.S42,  and  more  especially  as  the  National  Institute  has  omitted  to  appoint 
a  Curator  to  protect  the  other  articles  received  from  the  War  and  Navy  Departments, 
or  even  their  own  effects  in  this  building  since  July  last,  and  hence  the  care  has 
devolved  upon  myself  as  an  act  of  courtesy  if  not  of  duty. 

Under  these  circumstances,  and  having  interCvSte^l  myself  in  the  exhibition  of  the 
copper  rock  at  the  seat  of  Government,  I  olTered  to  take  charge  of  it,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  if  he  desired  it. 

The  disappointment  expressed  by  many  members  of  Congress  at  not  finding  this 
beautiful  sjxicimen  in  the  National  Gallery  prompted  me,  at  the  date  of  my  letter, 
to  make,  as  I  hoped,  a  respectful  ofTer  t<j  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  my  vservices.  Nor 
would  I  have  replied  to  the  connnittee  had  I  not  suj^posed  that  silence  might  .seem 
to  admit  that  I  had  been  guilty  of  great  presumption. 

Let  me  add  that  I  am  a  member  of  the  Institute  and  cherish  its  welfare, 

I  remain,  with  highest  respect,  your's,  obediently, 

H.  L.  IvIXSWORTH. 
Hon.  J.  M.  PoRTKR, 

Secy,  of  War. 
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I^KTTRR   FROM   COI^ONKI^  ABRRT  TO  THK  COMMISSIONER  OP  PATENTS, 

DECEMBER  5t  1843. 

Washington,  Dec,  5, 1843, 

Sir  :  The  honorable  Secretary  of  War  has  referred  to  the  committee  of  the 
National  Institute  your  letter  of  the  ist  inst. 

Being  uninformed  by  any  law  or  regulation  of  the  existence  of  a  **  National  Gal- 
lery "  or  of  any  other  collection  under  your  care  than  the  Models  of  the  Patent 
Office,  you  will  pardon  me  if  I  do  not  fully  appreciate  the  views  or  reasoning  of 
your  letter. 

At  one  period,  by  order  of  the  Executive,  the  upper  room  of  the  Patent  Office 
was  made  the  place  of  deposit  for  the  effects  of  the  **  National  Institute,**  a  society 
known  to  our  laws  and  regularly  chartered  by  Congress.  This  room  thus  became 
the  Hall  of  the  Institute.  In  this  room  the  Institute  has  deposited  the  collections 
from  the  exploring  squadron,  and  those  from  all  other  sources  which  were  placed 
under  its  care  by  order  of  the  Executive.  But  from  a  supposed  necessity.  Congress 
vested  the  care  of  the  deposit  from  the  exploring  squadron  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
paring an  account  of  it,  in  such  person  as  the  Joint  Library  Committee  should 
appoint.  This  committee  appointed  Capt.  Wilkes,  of  the  Navy,  for  that  purpose, 
who  is  now  exercising  the  functions  of  his  office,  and  who  may  with  propriety  be 
considered  as  in  the  regular  official  possession  of  the  room. 

In  all  this  one  sees  nothing  of  the  Patent  Ofl&ce  or  of  any  "National  Gallery**  or 
of  any  charge  direct  or  indirect  of  the  Patent  Office  over  the  deposits  referred  to. 
If  therefore  by  •* National  Gallery*'  is  intended  to  designate  the  room  in  which  are 
now  placed  the  deposits  of  tlie  Institute  and  of  the  exploring  squadron,  it  is  not  a 
room  over  which  the  head  of  the  Patent  Office  can  exercise  control. 

By  a  law  of  the  20th  July,  1840,  the  Secretaries  of  the  War  and  Navy  Departments 
were  placed  in  charge  of  the  specimens  of  Natural  History,  received  and  to  be 
received  by  them,  and  funds  were  appropriated  for  their  preservation.  These  officers 
have  deposited  such  articles  as  were  then  in  their  possession,  and  such  as  have  since 
been  received  in  the  care  of  the  National  Institute,  as  that  law  and  the  practice 
under  it  are  considered  as  prescribing  the  course  on  these  subjects,  and  in  the  2d 
section  of  the  law  of  July  27,  1842,  all  these  deposits  and  the  principle  upon  which 
they  were  made  were  confirmed  and  legalized.  When  therefore  the  copper  rock 
arrived,  to  which  your  letter  refers,  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War,  in  confonnity 
of  law  and  usage,  placed  it  under  the  care  of  the  National  Institute. 

As  it  was  understood  to  be  rather  an  inconvenience  to  Capt.  Wilkes  from  the 
want  of  space  to  receive  any  more  articles  of  the  Institute  in  the  Hall  under  his  care, 
and  as  the  Institute  has  at  present  no  Curator  there,  those  boxes  and  articles  which 
have  come  to  hand  within  the  last  few  months  have  been  temporarily  deposited 
elsewhere,  and  among  others  the  copper  rock.  The  Committee  of  the  Institute  which 
received  this  rock  had  it  deposited  in  the  War  Office  yard,  where  it  is  accessible 
without  impediment  to  all  who  are  disposed  to  examine  it,  and  where  it  is  under  the 
efficient  protection  of  the  guard  of  the  War  and  Navy  Department  buildings. 
Very  respectfully,  yourobt.  svt., 

J.  J.  Abrrt, 
Ch.  Com,  Nat,  Inst, 

H.  L.  Ei,i^swoRTH,  Esqr., 

Commr.  of  Patefits^  Washington, 
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I^ETTER  FROM  THK  COMMISSIONER  OF  PATENTS  TO  COI^ONEI*  ABERT, 

DECEMBER  7,1843. 

Patent  Office,  December  7, 1843. 

Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yours  of  the  5th  inst. 

The  Hon.  Sec*y  of  War  has,  it  seems,  referred  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  National  Institute  the  answer  of  my  letter  to  his  Department,  ofiFering 
to  receive  for  exhibition  at  the  National  Gallefy  the  "copper  rock.** 

I  can  not  withhold  my  surprise  or  the  expression  of  my  regret  that  the  committee 
of  the  Institute  on  the  reference  of  my  letter  deemed  it  necessary  to  declare  their 
unwillingness  to  recognize  any  such  place  as  the  **  National  Gallery"  under  my  care 
and  to  question  the  right  of  the  Commissioner  of  Patents  to  the  use  of  the  large  Hall 
in  the  Patent  Office  building,  and  still  more  at  their  claim  of  right  to  use  that  Hall 
when  their  accommodations  were  only  enjoyed  at  the  convenience  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Patents.  To  this  unexpected  reply  to  my  letter  I  can  not  believe  the  Hon. 
Secretary  of  War  has  given  his  approval. 

Permit  me  to  refer  the  Committee  to  the  Act  of  July,  '36,  reorganizing  the  Patent 
Office.  The  first  section  gives  the  Commissioner  of  Patents  the  care  of  the  models 
of  Patents,  records,  books,  &c.,  &c. 

The  20th  section  establishes  a  •*  National  Gallery,"  in  which  the  Commissioner  of 
Patents  is  Ixjund  to  exhibit  not  only  models  but  fabrics,  manufactures,  &c. 

To  carry  out  the  design  of  this  law  cases  have  been  erected  at  great -expense  and 
many  articles  collected,  while  additions  are  daily  made. 

It  is  true  that  the  National  Institute  did  seek  to  obtain  the  entire  control  of  the 
large  room  in  the  Patent  Office.  A  refusal  was  given  because  the  Patent  OfTice 
building  was  by  law  placed  under  the  care  of  the  Commissioner  of  Patents  and 
because  the  room  was  needed,  at  least  in  part,  by  the  office. 

The  law  of  August  26th,  '42,  to  which  you  refer,  simply  enacts: 

"That  until  other  provisions  be  made  by  law  for  the  safe  keeping  and  arrange- 
ment of  such  objects  of  natural  history  as  may  be  in  possession  of  Government,  the 
same  vshall  be  deposited  and  arranged  in  the  upper  room  of  the  Patent  Office  under 
the  care  of  such  person  as  may  be  appointed  by  the  Joint  Committee  of  tlie  Library. ' ' 
The  act  evidently  did  not  contemplate  the  exclusive  control  of  the  room,  but  a  super- 
vision of  the  articles  entrusted  to  the  care  of  said  Library  Committee. 

This  Committee  on  advisement  with  the  War  and  Navy  Department  appointed 
Dr.  C.  Pickering,  who  enjoyed  the  use  of  the  Hall  in  common  with  the  Patent 
Office  in  a  manner  I  had  supposed  entirely  satisfactory  to  all  concerned. 

To  relieve  this  Bureau  from  care  and  responsibility  I  proposed  to  the  Hon.  Secre- 
tary of  State  to  transfer  to  Dr.  Pickering  the  custody  of  the  archives,  jewels,  etc., 
received  from  the  Department,  but  the  Secretary  declined,  observing  the  Connnis- 
sioner  of  Patents  was  a  branch  of  the  State  Department,  and  he  could  not  consent 
to  place  the  articles  confided  to  him  under  care  of  a  corporation  or  a  stranger  over 
whom  he  had  no  control. 

In  July  last  Dr.  Pickering  resigned  his  trust.  The  Joint  Committee  of  the  Library, 
upon  whom  alone  devolved  the  right  of  filling  the  vacancy,  entirely  unexpectedly  to 
myself,  conferred  the  appointment  on  the  Commissioner  of  I*atents.  Of  course  the 
Commissioner  of  Patents  has  now  by  law  the  custody  of  the  large  Hall,  which  in  all 
official  correspondence  has  been  called  the  "  National  Gallery." 

I  will  remark  that  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  State  expressed  a  wish  in  the  letter  giv- 
ing directions  as  to  the  large  Hall  that  the  National  Institute  might  be  permitted  to 
occupy  any  "empty  cases"  so  long  as  this  could  be  done  without  inconvenience  to 
the  Patent  Office.  In  this  request  I  most  heartily  acquiesced,  and  have  i)erniitted 
the  Institute  to  enjoy  from  time  to  time  a  very  considerable  portion  of  the  up])erand 
lower  stories.     And  while  the  Commissioner  of  Patents  has  the  sole  custody  of  the 
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building,  the  Institute  maybe  assured  that  the  articles  deposited  by  them  will  receive 
the  same  care  and  watchfulness  as  those  belonging  to  the  Patent  Office  or  those 
received  from  the  Government. 

It  has  given  me  pleasure  to  try  to  accommodate  all  parties,  hoping  that  Congress 
would  make  further  provisions  as  appeared  to  be  necessary.  The  time  has  now 
arrived  when  the  wants  of  the  Patent  Office  imperiously  require  more  of  the  large 
Hall,  and  it  remains  for  the  National  Legislature  to  determine  who  shall  be  accom- 
modated when  there  is  not  room  for  all. 

I  regret  your  correspondence  has  compelled  me  to  say  thus  much  in  defense  of  the 
position  I  have  the  honor  to  hold. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

H.  L.  El#I*SWORTH. 

Col.  J.  J.  Abert, 

Chn,  Com.  Nat,  Inst, 

Still  another  blow  was  in  reserve.  Statements  were  made  in  public  to 
the  effect  that  the  collections  of  the  Institute  were  of  very  trifling  value, 
and  one  which  appears  to  have  been  printed,  though  I  can  gain  no  infor- 
mation as  to  its  nature,  made  certain  charges  in  connection  with  the  por- 
traits in  the  possession  of  the  Institute,  intended  to  show  that  the  Institute 
was  * '  unworthy  of  the  patronage  of  the  Government. ' ' 

This  happened  apparently  during  the  great  meeting  of  the  friends  of 
the  Institute  in  April,  1844,  evidently  with  the  intention  of  counteracting 
any  effect  which  the  assemblage  might  produce  upon  Congress. 

Mr.  George  P.  Marsh,  M.  C,  at  this  time  (April  4)  addressed  a  letter 
to  the  corresponding  secretary  of  the  Institute,  stating  that  its  memorial 
had  been  referred  to  him  as  a  member  of  the  Library  Committee  of  Con- 
gress, and  asking  for  information  to  enable  him  to  meet  objections  made 
by  persons  unfriendly  to  the  Institution.  The  information  given  in  the 
following  letter  in  fact  constitutes  a  third  report  upon  the  national  col- 
lection, a  little  more  than  a  year  subsequent  to  the  date  of  those  already 
quoted: 

I.KTTKR   FROM   MESSRS.    MARKOH  AND  ABERT  TO  THE  HON.   GEORGE  P.    MARSH, 

APRII,  8,  1844. 

Wash'n,  8  April,  1S44. 
To  Mr.  Marsh,  H.  Reps. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  4  inst.  has  been  received.  It  found  me  occupied  by 
numerous  &  pressing  engagements,  and  left  so  short  a  space  of  time  for  reply  that  I 
have  been  compelled  to  call  for  aid  upon  a  friend.  Col.  Abert,  with  whom  I  was  for  a 
long  time  associated  a  member  of  an  important  committee  of  the  Institute,  whose 
business  it  was  to  understand  its  affairs. 

It  is  to  be  deplored  that  there  are  persons  so  unfriendly  to  the  Institute,  as  to  state 
*'  that  its  collections  are  of  very  trifling  extent  and  value,  and  that  for  this  and  other 
reasons  not  necessary  now  to  be  specified,  the  Institute  is  unworthy  the  patronage 
of  the  Government.'*  Some  consolation,  however,  is  derived  from  the  assurance, 
that  you  do  not  entertain  these  opinions,  and  from  the  opportunity  which  is  now 
offered  of  correcting  at  least  one  of  these  erroneous  opinions  the  only  one  that  has 
been  presented  with  sufficient  distinctness  to  be  met,  namely,  that  which  refers  to 
the  extent  and  value  of  the  Institute's  collections.  We  should  have  rejoiced  if  "  the 
other  reasons"  had  been  as  candidly  and  specifically  made,  so  that  they  might  be  as 
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promptly  and  explicitly  met.  We  seize  this  occasion  to  assure  you  of  our  readiness, 
our  anxious  desire,  to  meet  any  unfounded  report  or  misrepresentation  which  may 
have  led  to  the  assertion,  that  the  Institute  is  unworthy  the  patronage  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. We  are  the  more  anxious  as  the  assertion  seems  to  have  grown  out  of 
other  considerations  than  the  supposed  trifling  extent  and  value  of  the  collections  of 
the  Institute. 

The  property  of  the  Institute  is  of  two  kinds:  That  which  it  owns,  the  result  of 
donations  &  purchases,  and  that  which  it  holds  by  Deposit.  The  latter  kind,  by  our 
Charter  cannot  be  withdrawn,  even  by  depositors,  till  after  due  notice  has  been 
given.  The  statement  which  follows,  made  by  Col.  Abert  &  wh.  embraces  a  very 
inadequate  description  of  the  property,  embraces  gifts,  purchases  &  deposits  is  taken 
from  the  records  of  the  Institute,  and  it  may  be  verified  at  any  time  by  reference  to  the 
records,  an  attentive  examination  of  wh.  would  show  that  the  property  of  the  Insti- 
tute is  of  immense  value,  &  of  great  American  as  well  as  general  interest;  &  that  it 
is  increasing  every  day  in  a  wonderful  manner — a  perusal  of  the  two  Bulletins  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  Institute  wh.  have  been  published  will  give  you  the  details 
for  two  years  of  these  accumulated  &  accunmlating  materials,  &  the  unpublished 
Records  wh.  go  back  for  two  years  will  supply  the  rest — Mr.  Markoe  begs  leave  to 
add  that  the  MS.  matter  wh.  accompanied  the  memorial  to  Congress,  &  wh.  has 
happily  been  placed  in  your  hands,  embraces  a  very  condensed  view,  wh.  he  pre- 
pared with  great  care  &  toil  of  all  the  contributions,  donations  &  deposits  which 
have  Ijeen  made  to  the  Inst,  since  its  foundation  in  May  1840,  up  to  March  1844,  & 
of  the  names  of  the  contributors,  donors,  &  depositors.  For  a  refutation  of  such 
misstatements  we  refer  you  to  these  exact  details,  &  sincerely  hope  that  CongrcvSS 
will  publish  them  for  its  own  information  as  well  as  for  the  information  of  the  world 
&  as  an  act  of  justice  to  the  Institute. 

The  collections  referred  to  are  in  the  great  hall  of  the  Patent  office,  at  the  Treas- 
ury', War  &  State  Depts.,  at  Col.  Abert's  office  &  at  the  house  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Inst.  Besides  wh.  letters  have  lately  been  rec'd.  announcing  the  approach  of  great 
quantities  of  boxes  of  books,  specimens  of  natural  history,  &  other  miscellaneous 
presents,  from  for.  Govts.  Ministers  &  Consuls  of  the  U.  S.,  from  officers  of  the 
Anny  &  Navy,  &  from  many  Societies  &  individuals  both  at  home  &  abroad. 

Ill  conclusion,  while  we  invite  vscrutiny  in  any  shape,  we  take  the  liberty  of  sug- 
gesting our  earnest  &  anxious  wish  to  meet  a  committee  wh.  whenever  appointed 
will  find  us  prei)arc(l  to  explain  the  character  &  merits  of  the  Inst.  &  effectually  to 
defeat  unfounded  &  irresponsible  surmises. 

With  true  regards,  Yr.  obt.  humble  svts. 

Francis  Markoe,  jr. 

J.  J.  Ahkrt. 

Imperfect  tS:  hasty  statement  of  the  collections  &  specimens,  being  either  the 
absolute  property  of  the  Institute,  or  specially  deposited  under  its  care.  It  is 
believed,  that  the  greater  jxirt  of  these,  will  eventually  become  the  property  of  the 
Institute;  many  of  them  having  already  hticoine  so. 

J//;/r7'(//.v  — 1st.  About  Cmjoj  miscellaneous  specimens  from  all  quarters. 

2(1.    A  complete  collection  of  a1)out  lo/xx)  specimens. 

3(1.  In  addition  there  are  about  19^)  boxes  or  collections,  not  examined  or  opened. 
Tliev  are  spoken  of  as  "])oxes"  or  "collections,"  because  the  donors  used  these 
terms  in  their  lettt-rs  presenting  them  and  they  are  accordingly  so  entered  upon  the 
Journals  of  the  Institute. 

4tli.  There  are  also  4  Ijoxes  of  splendid  minerals  of  Mexico,  presented  by  His 
Kxc.  Mr.  Tonsel  the  Minister  of  War  &  Marines  of  Mexico,  and  one  box  Mex. 
Antiquities. 

Fossils. — Upwards  of  30  boxes  and  seven  or  8  thousiind  miscellaneous  specimens 
&  casts  of  rare  fossils. 
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Birds,— isi,  1368  separate  specimens;  2d.  nine  large  boxes,  one  of  which  contains 
27  dozen  skins  of  rare  birds  from  Brazil. 

Quadrupeds. — Between  4  and  500  specimens.  Insects  74100  specimens,  and  more 
than  a  dozen  boxes  besides  not  opened.  Most  of  these  in  a  deplorable  condition  for 
want  of  funds  to  preserve  &  arrange  them. 

SAe//s.  —  i6^S  specimens,  &  more  than  20  boxes  and  one  barrel. 

An  ininiense  number  of  fishes,  reptiles  mollusca,  et  cetera.  One  donor,  I^t.  Ged- 
ney,  U.  S.  N.,  gave  upwards  of  600  specimens  &  a  large  &  rare  collection  of  reptiles, 
fishes  &c.  which  composed  a  part  of  the  munificent  gift  of  Prince  Momfanoi,  of 
Sjxiin. 

Coins,  medals  &  medallions,  antique  &  modem,  embracing  very  many  extremely 
rare  &  valuable  series,  gold,  silver  &  copper  &c.     ist.  573  specimens;  2d.  seven  boxes. 

Maps  and  atlasses  in  great  numl)ers;  books  &  pamphlets,  between  4  &  5000,  many 
very  rare,  sent  by  the  Russian,  French,  Belgian,  Brazilian  &  other  governments,  & 
from  Societies  in  various  countries.  About  1000  engravings,  many  extremely  choice, 
by  the  first  Artists  in  the  world,  and  several  large  boxes  of  books  &  engravings  not 
opened. 

Specimens  of  woods,  marbles,  domestic  manufactures,  fossil  teeth,  megatherium 
bones,  Ancient  vases  &  vessels,  electrotype  pictures,  mosaics,  Egyptian  &  South  Sea 
idols,  lar^^e  collections  of  human  quadruped  &  bird  crania,  antique  masks,  rare  col- 
lection of  Indian  dresses  &c.,  daguerreotype  pictures,  corals  &  coraliues,  large  col- 
lection of  dried  plants  from  all  parts  of  the  world.  Specimens  of  art  implements 
&c.,  and  an  infinite  diversity  of  contributions  of  every  description  too  complicated 
&  various  to  enumerate. 

The  Columbian  Institute's  collection  consisting  of  a  large  number  of  books,  works 
of  art,  si>eciniens  of  Nat.  Hist.,  all  which  are  now  the  property  of  the  Nat.  Insti- 
tute. Models  of  monuments,  &  of  works  of  art  etc.  etc.  Several  hundred  Indian 
Portraits,  and  other  paintings,  many  very  rare  &  valuable  &  some  the  production  of 
the  best  masters. 

Skeletons,  Antlers,  Horns,  Teeth,  Bones  &  casts  of  various  quadrupeds  &  other 
animals. 

Indian  Musical  &  other  Instruments  &  implements  &  Lithographic  portraits  & 
drawings  in  great  numbers. 

Large  collection  of  objects  of  Natural  History,  idols,  fabrics,  antique  works  of  art 
&c.  from  Egypt  and  Africa,  many  of  great  curiosity  &  rarity,  from  various  persons,  &c. 

Collection  of  Statuary,  busts  &  casts. 

Large  collection  of  trilobites  &  rare  fossils. 

Dr.  Franklin's  printing  press. 

A  collection  of  Bedouine  war  instruments,  &  a  variety  of  oriental  curiosities. 

A  series  of  fine  Electrotype  medals,  embracing  the  British  &  French  Sovereigns, 
from  William  the  Conqueror  to  Victoria,  and  from  Pharamond  to  Louis  Philippe. 

It  is  scarcely  possible,  in  reply  to  yoiu*  note  wli.  calls  for  an  immediate  answer  to 
enumerate  further,  but  we  don't  depend  on  so  scant  a  list,  given  in  terms  necessarily 
somewhat  vague.  We  call  special  attention  to  the  minute  &  exact  detail  given  in 
the  abstract  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Inst,  prepared  by  Mr.  Markoe,  &  wh.  accom- 
panies the  memorial  to  Congress,  where  every  thing  will  be  found  exhibited  & 
described.  We  believe  that  if  the  collections  of  the  Inst,  are  not  already  as  great  in 
value  as  those  brought  home  by  the  Exploring  Expedition,  they  will  become  far 
more  so  in  a  very  short  time.  In  American  interest  the  Institute's  collections  far 
traUvScend  the  other. 

In  answer,  apparently  to  a  subsequent  inquio'  from  Mr.  Marsh,  as  to 
the  amount  of  the  subsidy  devSired  by  the  Institute,  the  following  sched- 
ule seems  to  have  been  prepared.     There  is  nothing,  however,  to  indicate 


Notwithstanding  the  extraordinary  efforts  at  this  time  made  and  the 
favorable  report  of  Senator  Choate,  Congress  adjourned  in  the  spring  of 
1844  without  making  any  provision  for  the  care  of  the  collections  of  the 

Institute. 

■  Another  effort  was  made  in  1845.  Senator  Levi  Woodbury,  president 
of  the  Institute,  in  the  annual  address  delivered  by  hiui  on  January 
15  in  the  Hall  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  made  a  most  impressive 
appeal  to  Congress.  After  urging  prompt  action  in  the  matter  of  the 
Smithson  trust — ' '  a  trust  so  sacred  and  imperative  that  a  longer  delay  to 
execute  it  might  prove  not  a  little  derogatory  to  our  national  honor" — 
he  continued: 

Should  the  plan  for  this  not  be  speedily  matured,  including  the  useof  the  Institute 
or  ila  officers,  then  a  grant  at  once  of  enough  to  defray  the  expenses  attendant  on 
the  good  preservation  and  collection  of  the  public  materials  in  our  charge  seems 
indispensable,  and  is  l)elieved  also  to  be  free  from  every  doubt  connected  either  with 
expediency  or  the  Constitution,  as  many  of  the  collections  now  belong  to  the  Gov- 
ernment and  all  of  them  are  vested  in  it  when  the  charter  expires,  and  may  be  forth- 
with if  desirable.  What  small  sum  then  is  granted  for  this  object  by  the  Goverii- 
tnent  is  granted  for  taking  care  of  its  own  property,  the  title  of  which  is  public,  the 
one  public,  the  whole  end  and  aim  public;  and  that  act  of  duty  done,  we  hope,  by 
the  further  help  of  our  own  contributions,  with  those  of  liberal  friends  of  science 
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elsewhere,  by  the  continued  and  generous  assistance  of  the  officers  of  the  Army 
and  Navy,  of  our  foreign  ministers  and  consuls,  as  well  as  the  members  of  Congress 
and  many  in  private  life,  I  think  it  may  be  safely  said  we  hope  to  advance  still 
farther  and  faster,  till  we  render  the  Institute,  in  many  respects,  worthy  its  unri- 
valed position  and  the  growing  country  to  which  it  belongs.' 

This  was  followed  up  by  a  memorial  to  Congress,  which,  having  never 
before  been  published,  is  here  presented,'  and  which  was  favorably  acted 
upon  by  the  lyibrary  Committee,  who  adopted  the  report  submitted  by 
Senator  Choate  concerning  the  similar  memorial  of  1844.  No  action  was, 
however,  taken. 

Still  another  appeal  was  made'  to  the  Twenty-ninth  Congress,  which 
was  presented  to  the  Senate  by  Lewis  Cass,  and  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives by  John  Quincy  Adams.     This^  too,  was  fruitless. 

In  1846  also,  as  we  have  seen,  Mr.  Ingersoll,  always  a  faithful  friend 
of  the  society,  endeavored  to  establish  a  connection  between  it  and  the 
Smithsonian  Institution  in  the  administration  of  a  National  Museum,  but 
the  effort  failed  at  the  last  moment,  and  the  Regents  of  the  Institution 
were  not  inclined  to  take  advantage  of  the  privilege  of  putting  this 
building  as  a  wing  to  the  Patent  Office,  as  they  might  have  done. 

In  the  organization  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  the  National  Insti- 
tute was  practically  left  out  of  account  and  the  hopes  of  many  years 
were  blasted.  What  was  still  more  discouraging  was  that  power  had  been 
given  to  the  new  corporation  to  take  possession  of  all  Government  collec- 
tions in  the  custody  of  the  Institute,  on  the  possession  of  which  its  chief 
claim  to  a  subsidy  was  founded,  and  in  connection  with  which  a  consid- 
erable debt  had  been  contracted,^  as  is  indicated  by  Mr.  Rush's  letter  of 
July,  1846. 

In  the  *  *  Notice  to  the  members  of  the  National  Institute ' '  which  served 
as  an  introduction  to  its  fourth  bulletin,  dated  November  25,  1846,  a 
pitiful  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  society  is  given: 

More  than  a  thousand  boxes,  barrels,  trunks,  etc. ,  embracing  collections  of  value, 
variety,  and  rarity  in  literature,  in  the  arts,  and  in  natural  history,  remain  on  hand 
unopened — ^the  liberal  contributions  of  members  at  home  and  abroad — of  Govern- 
ments, of  learned  and  scientific  societies  and  institutions  of  foreign  countries  and 
of  our  own — and  of  munificent  friends  and  patrons  in  every  part  of  the  world.  For 
the  preservation,  reception,  and  display  of  these,  the  Institute  has  neither  funds  nor 
a  suitable  depository. s 

This  was  a  fatal  condition  of  affairs,  for  the  formation  of  a  museum 
was  the  one  object  which,  out  of  the  many  specified,  seemed  to  have 
finally  absorbed  the  energies  and  the  limited  income  of  the  National 
Institute. 

»  Annual  address,  pp.  33,  34.  » Note  E.  ^  Note  F. 

*  Colonel  Abert  estimated  the  amount  in  1844  at  $1,500  and  it  was  now  doubtless 
greater. 

5  Proceedings  of  the  National  Institute,  4th  Bull.,  p.  481. 


{ 


'  Circular  letter  to  members  of  Congress. 


Charles  Patrick  Daly, 
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Levi  Woodbury,  Peter  Force,  Colonel  J.  J.  Abert,  Colonel  J.  G.  Totten, 
and  Lieutenant  M.  F.  Maury,  Rufus  Choate,  Abbott  Lawrence,  and 
A.  D.  Baclie.  Our  Government  functions  were  less  centralized  at  that 
time,  and  the  policy  of  allowing  more  scope  to  private  effort  in  public 
matters  was  similar  in  this  instance  at  least  to  that  which  prevails  in 
Great  Britain  at  the  present  time.  It  was  not  to  have  been  expected, 
however,  that  its  authority  should  have  remained  long  unquestioned, 
and  in  the  end  its  lot  was  that  which  very  frequently  befalls  those  who 
out  of  disinterestedness  undertake,  unasked,  to  forward  the  interest  of 
others.  Thus,  as  Rush  aptly  put  it,  the  merit  of  the  Institute  was 
turned  to  its  misfortune,  and  its  ** voluntary  zeal'*  was  thought  totally 
unworthy  of  recognition. 

The  various  invitations  to  members  of  Congress,  army  and  navy 
officers,  consuls,  and  citizens  to  collect  and  send  in  materials  had,  how- 
ever, begun  to  bring  in  great  quantities  of  material,  and  the  inability 
to  care  for  these  properly  was  the  cause  of  the  appeals  for  Government 
aid,  which,  as  time  went  on,  gjew  more  frequent  and  urgent  till  1846, 
when  discouragement  took  the  place  of  anticipation,  and  the  society 
fell  into  a  condition  of  inactivity  and  apathy. 

The  real  cause  of  the  decline  of  the  National  Institute  was  simple 
enough.  Failing  to  secure  grants  of  money  from  Congress,  the  society 
was  overwhelmed  by  the  deluge  of  museum  materials  which,  in  response 
to  its  enthusiastic  and  widely  circulated  appeals,  came  to  it  from  all 
quarters  of  the  world.  The  annual  receipts  from  the  assessment  of 
members  were  insufficient  to  pay  for  the  care  of  the  collections,  and 
although  by  virtue  of  the  long  term  of  its  charter  the  collections  were 
kept  together  until  1861,  there  was  little  science  and  little  energy  mani- 
fested in  this  administration. 

In  the  archives  of  the  National  Museum  there  are  a  number  of  unpub- 
lished papers  which  are  of  value  as  constituting  a  partial  history  of  the 
collections  during  this  period,  and  some  of  which  appear  to  be  worthy 
of  permanent  preservation  are  here  presented. 

One  of  them  possesses  a  melancholy  interest  of  its  own.  It  is  a  list 
of  the  active  members  of  the  National  Institute  in  arrears  for  dues  up 
to  December  12,  1843.  The  delinquents  were  168  in  number,  including 
nearly  one-half  of  the  names  on  the  membership  roll,  and  the  total 
arrearage  amounted  to  $1,300.  No  wonder  that  the  managers  were 
discouraged,  for  this  sum  represented  a  like  deficit  in  the  assets  of  the 
society,  its  only  income  being  derived  from  membership  fees. 

From  this  time  on,  as  we  have  already  seen,  the  society  languished. 
In  1848  its  cabinet  was  almost  the  only  evidence  of  its  existence.  At 
that  time,  however,  an  effort  was  made  to  resuscitate  it,  which  seems 
to  have  been  partially  successful.  The  coming  in  of  a  new  Adminis- 
tration was  in  some  degree  beneficial,  the  President,  Taylor,  having 


ton  relics,  and  some  other  hopeful  things  occurred.  The  members  gained 
courage  and  proceeded  to  revise  its  constitution  and  by-laws,  to  vote  to 
print  a  quarto  volume  annually  to  be  entitled  ' '  The  Transactions  of  the 
National  Institute,""  and  to  memorialize  Congress  for  financial  aid,  and 
to  offer  its  services  to  the  Government  "as  a  referee  in  matters  which 
involve  scientilic  knowledge  and  investigation." 

In  1850,  at  the  request  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  the  Institute  under- 
took the  appointment  of  the  "Central  Authority,"  a  committee  of 
21  members  to  pass  upon  articles  proposed  to  be  sent  to  the  World's 
Fair  of  1851  in  London. 

The  needs  of  the  Institute  in  1850,  as  summed  up  in  the  Secretary's 
report,  were  not  extravagant — a  medium  of  publication,  a  curator  and 
librarian,  who  were  to  be  paid  sufficient  salaries  to  enable  them  to  give 
a  considerable  portion  of  their  time  to  the  work,  new  bindings  for  the 
books,  and  more  room  for  library  and  meetings,' 

■  1849.  Tuckennan,  H.  T.  The  Inauguration.  Tlie  Southern  Literary  Messenger, 
XV,  pp.  236-340.    Richmond,  April,  1S49. 

•This  series  was  never  begun. 

JNone  of  these,  however,  were  realized,  save  for  a  short  time  the  publication  of 
Proceedings  in  octavo  in  1855-1857. 
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At  this  time  there  were  twenty-seven  paying  members  of  the  society, 
and  its  income  was  less  than  $150  yearly.' 

Mr.  C.  F.  Stansbury,  the  Secretary  of  the  Institute,  acted  as  its  agent 
for  the  World's  Fair,  and  obtained  there  some  specimens  for  its  museum, 
and  in  1856  others  were  received  from  the  New  York  Exhibition. 

It  would  appear  from  the  records  of  this  time  that  there  was  still  a 
Gallery  of  Curiosities  in  the  Patent  Office  not  in  the  custody  of  the 
National  Institute." 

In  1854  t^^  Commissioner  of  Patents,  for  many  years  vested  with  a 
measure  of  authority  by  the  Library  Committee,  was  given  by  Congress' 
the  administration  of  the  collections  and  authorized  to  employ  keepers, 
and  a  trifling  appropriation  was  made,  to  be  expended  under  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Interior — an  arrangement  which  continued  for  three  subse- 
quent years. 

In  1857,  the  Smithsonian  Institution  having  definitely  accepted  the 
responsibility  of  caring  for  the  national  collections,  all  the  articles  depos- 
ited with  the  National  Institute  were  removed.  In  addition  to  these 
there  were  numerous  objects  directly  under  the  control  of  the  National 
Institute  which  the  officers  would  not  permit  to  be  removed.  There  was 
evidently  still  a  lingering  hope  that  Congress  would  make  provision  for 
the  care  of  the  collections.  In  this  same  year,  1858,  another  memorial 
was  sent  to  Congress,  asking  for  an  appropriation  for  preserving  the 
collections  of  objects  of  natural  history  intrusted  to  their  care.  Tliis  was 
unfavorably  reported  upon  by  the  Senate  committee  (see  Bibliography, 
under  Brown)  and  in  the  House  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia,  whose  report  showed  that  *  *  the  collections  are  now 
in  the  Smithsonian  Institution. ' '  ^ 

*  The  following  letter  will  serve  to  explain  the  nature  of  the  ties  by  which  a  part 
at  least  of  the  members  were  held  to  tlie  organization: 

Smithsonian  Institution,  January  5, 18^2. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  I  beg  leave  through  you  to  thank  the  members  of  the  National 
Institute  for  the  honor  they  conferred  upon  me  by  my  election  as  one  of  the  vice- 
presidents,  and  to  request  that  I  may  not  be  considered  a  candidate  for  reelection. 

I  shall  continue  to  be  a  member  and  hold  myself  responsible  for  my  portion  of  the 

debt  unavoidably  incurred  by  the  executive  committee.     It  is  my  opinion  that  under 

its  present  organization  the  Institution  can  not  advance  the  cause  of  American 

science,  and  that  it  may  be  productive  of  much  evil. 

I  remain,  very  truly,  yoiu"  friend  and  servant, 

Joseph  Henry. 
Peter  Force,  Esq. 

P.  S. — I  think  it  would  be  best  to  appoint  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  state  of 
the  Institution,  and  to  advise  as  to  what  is  to  be  done,  and  how  the  debts  which  have 
been  incurred  are  to  be  paid.  J.  H. 

■Proceedings  of  the  National  Institute,  new  series,  I,  pp.  47, 48. 
3  Act  of  August  4,  Statutes,  X,  552. 
^Rhees,  Docimients,  p.  653. 


j£>.  i^^ 


^^' 
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Among  them  were  George  M.  Dallas,  the  first  chancellor,  at  that  time 
Vice-President  of  the  United  States;  Chief  Justice  Taney;  Rufus 
Choate,  of  Massachusetts;  Robert  Dale  Owen,  of  Indiana;  George  P. 
Marsh,  of  Vermont;  Lewis  Cass,  of  Michigan;  Jefferson  Davis,  of  Mis- 
sissippi; James  A.  Pearce,  of  Montana;  James  M.  Mason  and  William 
Winston  Seaton,  of  Virginia;  John  McPherson  Berrien,  of  Georgia; 
William  C.  Preston,  of  South  Carolina;  William  J.  Hough,  of  New  York; 
Alexander  Dallas  Bache,  Superintendent  of  the  Coast  Survey,  and  Gen- 
eral Joseph  G.  Totten. 

The  Regents  soon  realized  that  in  order  to  carry  out  efficiently  the 
trust  which  had  devolved  upon  them,  it  would  be  necessary  to  decide 
upon  a  definite  course  of  policy,  and  to  settle  for  themselves  the  inter- 
pretation of  certain  of  the  provisions  in  the  act  of  incorporation. 

A  committee  was  appointed  at  once  to  digest  a  plan  to  carry  out  the 
provisions  of  the  "Act  to  establish  the  Smithsonian  Institution,'*  and  on 
January  25,  1847,  ^^^i^  report  was  made,  signed  by  Robert  Dale  Owen, 
Henry  W.  Hilliard,  Rufus  Choate,  and  Alexander  Dallas  Bache,  after 
having  made  a  preliminary  report  December  i,  which  was  recommitted 
to  the  committee  December  21. 

These  dates  are  mentioned  in  order  to  afford  opportunity  for  the  remark 
that  in  the  interval  between  December  i  and  December  21,  Professor 
Joseph  Henry  had  been  elected  to  and  accepted  the  secretaryship  of  the 
Institution,  and  that  previous  to  his  election  he  had  submitted  to  the 
Regents  a  sketch  of  a  proposed  plan  of  organization,  which  appears  to 
have  Ixien  acceptable  to  the  majority  of  the  Board,  and  that  in  this  sketch 
were  printed  opinions  which  had  from  that  time  on  a  most  powerful,  and 
in  time  a  controlling,  influence  upon  the  policy  of  the  Institution.' 

The  election  of  Professor  Henry  was  in  accordance  with  the  view  held 
by  the  Regents,  and  expressed  in  the  report  of  the  committee,  and  even 
more  forcibly  in  the  resolutions  of  the  Board,  that  the  Secretary  must  of 
necessity  become  the  chief  executive  officer  of  the  Institution,  and  "that 
upon  the  choice  of  this  single  officer,  more  probably  than  on  any  one 
other  act  of  the  Board,  will  depend  the  future  good  name  and  success 
and  usefulness  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution.*'' 


'  At  a  meeting  of  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds  in  l^ebru- 
ary,  1865,  Professor  Henry  said:  '*  I  have  been  from  the  first,  now  eighteen  years,  the 
secretary  or  executive  officer  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution.  .  .  .  Before  my  elec- 
tion I  was  requested  by  one  of  the  Regents  to  give  a  sketch  of  what,  in  accordance 
with  the  will  of  Sniithson,  I  considered  should  be  the  plan  of  organization,  and  after 
due  consideration  of  the  subject  there  was  not  the  least  shadow  of  a  doubt  in  my  mind 
that  the  intention  of  the  donor  was  to  found  a  cosmopolitan  institution,  the  effects  of 
which  vshould  not  be  confined  to  one  city,  or  even  to  one  country,  but  should  be 
extended  to  the  whole  civilized  world.*'  (Rep.  Com.,  No.  129,  Thirty-eighth  Con- 
gress, second  session. ) 

"^  Report  of  the  Organization  Committee  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  etc.  Wash- 
ington, 1847,  pp.  18,  19.     [Rhces,  Documents,  p.  941.] 


On  one  subject',  however,  the  Regents  seem  to  have  been  unanimous, 
and  to  have  given  their  opinion  iti  the  following  resolution: 


Resolved,  That  it  is  the  intention  of  the  act  of  Congress  and  In  accordance  witli 
the  deaign  of  Mr.  Smithson,  as  expressed  in  his  will,  that  one  of  the  principal  inodes 
of  executing  the  act  and  the  trust  is  the  accumulation  ofcollections  of  specimens  and 
objects  of  natural  history^  and  of  elegant  art,  and  the  gradual  formation  of  a  library 
of  valuable  works  pertaining  to  all  departments  of  human  knowledge,  to  the  end  that 
a  copious  storehouse  of  materials  of  science,  literature,  and  art,  may  be  provided, 
which  shall  excite  and  diffuse  the  love  of  learning  among  men,  and  shall  assist  the 
original  investigations  and  efforts  of  those  who  may  devote  themselves  to  the  pursuit 
of  any  branch  of  knowledge.' 

The  great  building  which,  by  the  terms  of  this  charter,  the  Smith- 
sonian Regents  were  requested  to  erect  and  jwy  for  was  to  be  "of  suffi- 
cient size  and  with  suitable  rooms  or  halls  for  the  reception  and  arrange- 
ment  upon  a  liberal  scale  of  objects  of  natural  history,  including  a 

■  To  the  library  and  museum  party  belonged,  without  doubt.  Senator  Choate,  Mr. 
Owen,  and  probably  Mr.  Rush  and  General  Totteiiiwho  were  both  devoted  to  the 
interests  of  the  National  Institute.  Mr.  Bache  was,  I  suppose,  the  leader  of  the 
opposition. 

■Report  of  Committee  on  Organization,  p.  ai.     [Documents,  p.  942.] 

'In  this  resolution  tor  the  first  time  the  tenu  "  natural  history"  is  given  its  proper 
scope,  as  including  not  only  zoology  and  botany,  but  geology,  mineralogy,  and  eth- 
nology, although  in  the  report  of  the  committee  a  distinction  seems  to  have  been 
made,  probably  for  the  purpose  of  better  definition. 

'Report  of  Committee  on  Organization,  p.  20.     [Documents,  p.  941.] 
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geological  and  mineralogical  cabinet,  a  chemical  laboratory,  a  library,  a 
gallery  of  art,  and  the  necessary  lecture  rooms;"  and  this  was  coupled 
with  the  accompanying  provision,  that,  **in  proportion  as  suitable 
arrangements  can  be  made  for  their  reception,"  all  objects  suitable  for  a 
museum  or  gallery  of  art  which  the  United  States  at  any  time  might 
possess  shall  be  delivered  to  the  Regents  and  shall  be  arranged  in  the 
building. 

The  national-  collections  then  existing  and  those  afterwards  to  accumu- 
late were  thus  transferred  to  the  governing  board  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution  as  a  contribution  from  the  United  States  to  the  resources  of 
the  Institution,  and  were  evidently  intended  in  a  certain  way  to  counter- 
balance the  gift  of  James  Smithson  for  the  same  purpose. 

The  intention  of  Congress  is  evident,  and  the  law  was  almost  manda- 
tory in  character.  There  was  one  phrase  in  the  law,  however,  which  gave 
opportunity  for  adjustment  of  terms. 

The  provision  that  the  delivery  of  these  objects  should  take  place  "in 
proportion  as  suitable  arrangements  could  be  made  for  their  reception," 
was,  it  may  be,  intended  to  give  the  Institution  time  for  careful  and 
thorough  preparation.  This  placed  no  limit  upon  the  time  for  completing 
the  buildings,  and  indeed  gave  to  the  Board  of  Regents  the  right  to  indi- 
cate the  time  when  "suitable  arrangements"  could  be  made. 

It  was  undoubtedly  the  wish  of  the  members  of  the  Twenty-ninth  Con- 
gress that  the  expense  and  responsibility  of  organizing  and  maintaining 
a  national  museum  should  be  transferred  forever  to  the  Smithsonian  Insti- 
tution, and  it  was  quite  far  from  their  intention  that  the  public  Treasury 
should  ever  be  called  upon  for  aid. 

Not  only  the  National  Museum,  the  National  Library,  and  a  national 
chemical  laboratory  were  thus  assigned,  but  also  the  expense  of  keeping 
up  the  previously  neglected  public  park  in  which  the  Smithsonian  build- 
ings were  to  be  erected.  It  was  only  by  accident  that  a  national  observa- 
tory and  an  institution  corresponding  to  the  present  Department  of 
Agriculture  were  not  added  to  the  burden. 

That  was  the  day  of  small  beginnings.  The  theory  of  our  form  of 
government  had  not  been  settled  in  the  minds  of  our  public  men,  and 
every  new  project  brought  up  for  discussion  in  Congress  became  the  sub- 
ject of  long  and  tortuous  discussions.  There  were  Congressmen  who  ten 
years  after  the  acceptance  of  the  Smithson  legacy  were  in  favor  of  return- 
ing the  money  to  England  to  be  given  to  any  one  who  could  legally  take 
it,  while  Andrew  Johnson,  of  Tennessee,  in  1845,  endeavored  to  over- 
throw what  had  already  been  established  and  to  substitute  a  * '  Washington 
University  for  the  benefit  of  the  indigent  children  of  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, in  memory  of  and  out  of  respect  to  George  Washington,  the  Father 
of  his  Country.  * ' ' 

'Rhees,  Documents,  p.  489. 
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original  research  and  in  opposition  to  constant  expenditure  of  what  in 
time  he  began  to  designate  as  "local  objects." 

His  attitude  toward  museum  and  library,  especially  the  former,  was  at 
first  a  uoncommital  one.  He  proceedenl  slowly,  evidently  not  from  lack 
of  courage,  but  with  the  methods  of  a  man  of  science,  studying  the 
results  of  different  courses  of  policy,  and.  when  he  expressed  an  opinion, 
speaking  from  the  standpoint  of  experience. 

The  history  of  the  National  Institution  and  its  fate,  hopelessly  involved 
and  crushed  to  death  by  the  weight  of  the  collections  and  books  which 
had  been  given  or  lent  to  it,  was  constantly  brought  to  his  mind,  for 
the  Institution  was  expected  to  take  up  this  burden,  with  the  prospect 
of  unlimited  additions  to  its  weight,  and  to  bear  it  alone  and  perhaps 
forever. 

To  him,  and  to  the  Regents  also,  it  must  have  been  e\'ident  that  this 
burden  once  assumed,  the  fate  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  would 
eventually  be  similar  to  that  of  the  National  Institute. 

More  directly  threatening  was  the  evil  of  the  immediate  absorption  of 
a  large  part  of  the  income,  to  the  detriment  of  the  plans  which  seemed 
to  him  more  likely  to  accomplish  the  wishes  of  the  Institution. 

'  Rliees,  Documents,  p.  309. 
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The  wisdom  of  Professor  Henry's  policy  has  been  almost  universally 
conceded,  and  the  success  with  which  for  thirty-one  years  he  directed 
the  resources  of  the  Institution  toward  the  increase  and  diffusion  of 
knowledge  compels  the  admiration  of  everyone  who  studies  the  history 
of  his  life  in  connection  with  that  of  the  Institution,  and  had  done  so 
for  many  years  before  his  death. 

It  is  now  evident  that  but  for  his  conservative  policy  the  history  of  the 
Institution  would  have  been  comparatively  insignificant. 

In  the  light  of  subsequent  events,  it  is  safe  to  assert  that  in  all  proba- 
bility had  the  Smithsonian  Institution  taken  charge  of  the  *  *  National 
Museum*'  in  the  manner  proposed  in  1846,  the  result  would  have  been 
even  more  detrimental  to  the  Museum  than  to  the  Institution. 

It  did  not  seem  so  at  the  time,  however,  and  for  ten  years  the  course 
of  the  Institution  was  under  the  subject  of  criticism  of  a  very  serious 
kind. 

It  is  of  course  not  essential  to  re\'iew  at  length  the  discussions  which 
took  place  within  the  first  ten  years  between  the  officers  of  the  Institu- 
tion, in  the  meetings  of  the  Regents,  in  Congress,  and  in  the  public 
journals  as  to  the  authority  of  the  Board  of  Regents  and  the  Secretary  to 
deviate  from  a  strict  interpretation  of  the  act  of  incorporation,  which  was 
presumed  to  embody  the  will  of  Congress.  There  was  a  party  who  was 
of  the  opinion  that  a  large  part  of  the  income  should  be  devoted  to  the 
accumulation  of  a  great  general  library  and  who  fought  boldly  in  defense 
of  this  project.  The  conflict  culminated  in  1856  with  the  dismissal  of 
the  librarian  by  Professor  Henry,  a  Congressional  investigation,  and  the 
resignation  of  two  of  the  most  active  Regents.  The  Board  upheld  the 
Secretary,  and  successfully  maintained,  both  in  House  and  Senate,  the 
position  that  they  as  trustees  of  the  Smithson  bequest  were  not  amenable 
to  the  advice  or  instructions  of  Congress  and  were  the  only  authorities 
qualified  to  interpret  the  meaning  of  the  act  of  incorporation  and  the 
intention  of  Smithson,  the  founder. 

The  immediate  cause  of  this  final  outbreak  was  the  repeal,  in  1855,  of 
the  resolution  passed  in  1846  dividing  the  income  of  the  Institution  into 
two  nearly  equal  parts  for  two  specific  objects,  the  advocates  of  a  great 
library  being  of  the  opinion  that  the  spirit  of  this  resolution  had  not  been 
regarded. 

The  resignation  of  Senator  Choate  and  Mr.  Meacham  and  the  unquali- 
fied indorsement  of  the  Secretary  by  the  other  members  of  the  Board 
greatly  strengthened  his  position  and  enabled  him  to  cope  more  success- 
fully with  the  question  of  the  admission  of  the  Government  museum  to 
the  Smithsonian  buildings,  for  the  transfer  provided  for  in  1846  had  not 
up  to  1856  been  definitely  arranged  for. 

The  history  of  the  treatment  of  this  matter  is  very  important,  since  it 
leads  up  to  the  origin  of  the  present  relationship  existing  l>etween  the 
Government,  the  National  Museum,  and  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 


As  early  as  1S47  Professor  Hemy  seems  to  have  entertained  the  hope 
of  escape  frcno  the  full  aooeptance  of  the  tenns  of  the  charter,  for  in  his 
first  |dans,  as  finally  snbinitted  to  the  Regents,  he  expressed  the  hope 
"  that  in  doe  time  other  means  may  be  found  of  establishing  and  sopport- 
ing  a  general  collection  of  objects  ot  nature  and  art  at  the  seat  (rf  the 
general  government,  with  fonds  not  derived  ftom  the  Smithscmiaa 
bequest."" 

In  the  report  for  the  year  1849,  presented  in  1850,  Professor  Henry 
gave  the  result  of  his  later  observations  and  reflections,  and  for  the  first 
time  took  his  stand  in  opposition  to  the  transfer,  advancing  the  theory 
that  it  was  not  obUgatory  on  the  Regents  to  take  charge  of  the  Govern- 
ment collections.     He  wrote: 

This  law  evidently  gives  to  the  Smithsonian  Institution  the  museum  in  the  Patent 
Office,  the  conservatory  of  plants,  and  all  specimens  of  nature  and  art  to  be  found 
in  the  several  offices  and  departments  of  the  Government.  The  act,  however,  can 
not  be  construed  as  rendering  it  obligatory  on  the  Regents  to  take  charge  of  these 
articles,  if,  in  their  opinion,  it  is  not  for  the  best  interests  of  the  Institution  that  they 
should  do  BO,  Though  one  of  the  reasons  urged  upon  the  Regents  for  the  immedi- 
o  large  a  building  was  the  necessity  of  providing  accommodation  for 
L,  I  have  been,  from  the  first,  of  the  opinion  that  it  was  inexpedient  to 

This  museum  was  collected  at  the  expense  of  the  Government,  and  should  be  pre- 
served as  a  memento  of  the  science  and  energy  of  our  Navy,  and  as  a  means  of 
illustrating  and  verifying  the  magnificent  volumes  which  comprise  the  history  of 
that  expedition.  If  the  Regents  accept  this  museum,  it  must  be  merged  in  the 
Smithsonian  collections.  It  could  not  be  the  intention  of  Congress  that  an  Institu- 
tion founded  by  the  liberality  of  a  foreigner,  and  to  which  he  has  affixed  his  own 
name,  should  be  charged  with  the  keeping  of  a  separate  museum,  the  property  of 

■  Henry,  Sniithson's  Bequest,  p,  8. 

•Second  Report  for  1847,  p.  184  [reprinted  as  First  Report  in  Report  for  1853, 
p.  139]  ;  Rhees,  Documents,  p.  958. 
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the  United  States.  Besides  this,  the  extensive  museum  of  the  Patent  OflSce  would 
immediately  fill  the  space  allotted  for  collections  of  this  kind  in  the  Smithsonian 
edifice,  and  in  a  short  time  another  appropriation  would  be  required  for  the  erection 
of  another  building.  Moreover,  all  the  objects  of  interest  of  this  collection  have 
been  described  and  figured  in  the  volumes  of  the  expedition,  and  the  small  portion 
of  our  funds  which  can  be  devoted  to  a  museum  may  be  better  employed  in  collect- 
ing new  objects,  such  as  have  not  yet  been  studied,  than  in  preserving  those  from 
which  the  harvest  of  discovery  has  already  been  fully  gathered. 

The  answer  made  to  some  of  these  objections  has  usually  been,  that  the  Govern- 
ment would  grant  an  annual  appropriation  for  the  support  of  the  museum  of  the 
Exploring  Expedition.  But  this  would  be  equally  objectionable;  since  it  would 
annually  bring  the  Institution  before  Congress  as  a  supplicant  for  Government 
patronage,  and  ultimately  subject  it  to  political  influence  and  control. 

After  an  experience  of  three  years,  I  am  fully  convinced  that  the  true  policy  of  the 
Institution  is  to  ask  nothing  from  Congress  except  the  safe-keeping  of  its  funds,  to 
mingle  its  operations  as  little  as  possible  with  those  of  the  General  Government,  and 
to  adhere  in  all  cases  to  its  own  distinct  organization,  while  it  cooperates  with  other 
institutions  in  the  way  of  promoting  knowledge ;  and  on  the  other  hand,  that  it  is 
desirable  that  Congress  should  place  as  few  restrictions  on  the  Institution  as  possi- 
ble consistent  with  a  judicious  expenditure  of  the  income,  and  that  this  be  judged 
of  by  a  proper  estimate  of  the  results  produced. 

The  Regents  and  their  Secretary  were  in  harmony. 

In  the  Senate,  April  15,  1850,  the  discussion  of  the  bill  for  the  com- 
pletion of  the  Patent  Office  building  elicited  the  following  statement  from 
Senator  Jefferson  Davis : 

What  the  wants  of  the  Patent  Office  are  now  is  one  thing,  and  what  those  wants 
will  be  in  a  few  years  is  another,  and  an  entirely  different  thing.  Not  only  from  the 
report  of  the  last  Commissioner  of  Patents,  but  from  inspection,  if  anyone  choose  to 
make  it,  and  see  the  condition  of  things  in  that  department,  I  think  it  may  be  denied 
that  there  is  room  enough  in  the  present  building  for  the  wants  of  the  department. 
If  I  understand  the  report  of  the  present  Commissioner  of  Patents  or  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior,  the  argument  against  the  want  of  further  room  by  the  Patent  Depart- 
ment is  based  upon  the  supposition  that  all  which  now  belongs  to  the  National  Insti- 
tute, all  connected  with  the  exploring  expedition  which  now  fills  the  museum  of  the 
Patent  Office,  is  to  be  transferred  to  the  Smithsonian  Institution.  That  seems  to  be 
the  basis  of  the  conclusion.  Now,  sir,  I  wish  to  state  to  the  Senate  that  Congress 
has  no  power  to  impose  upon  that  Institution  the  duty  of  taking  charge  of  this  col- 
lection of  the  exploring  expedition — we  may  infer  from  their  act— nor  did  they  ever 
intend  to  do  so.  They  gave  to  that  Institution  the  right  to  take  all  such  curiosities 
brought  home  by  the  exploring  expedition,  as  might  be  desired  for  that  Institution, 
and  I  will  inform  the  Senate  that  it  is  not  the  intention  of  the  present  Board  of 
Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  to  take  charge  of  the  museum  of  the  Patent 

Office,  and  the  room  appropriated  to  these  curiosities  will  be  required  hereafter  as 
now.* 

By  its  action  in  directing  at  this  time  the  enlargement  of  the  Patent 
Office,  Congress  appears  to  have  accepted  the  ideas  of  Senator  Davis,  or, 
as  Professor  Henry  expressed  it,  **  concurred  in  the  opinions  expressed 
in  the  Senate  by  the  Hon.  Jefferson  Davis,  that  it  was  a  gift  which  ought 
not  to  be  pressed  upon  the  Institution.'" 

'Rhees,  Documents,  p.  505. 

'The  National  Museum,  although  the  designation  proposed  in  Mr.  IngersolPs 
amendment  to  the  Owen  bill  for  the  Smithsonian  Institution  was  never  l&'^Voj  ^axss:.- 
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In  his  report  for  1851,  Professor  Henry,  sure  of  his  position,  spoke 
still  more  boldly.  ** It  is  to  be  regretted,"  said  he,  "that  Congress  did 
not  leave  the  entire  choice  of  the  plan  of  organization  to  those  who  were 
to  be  intrusted  with  the  management  of  the  bequest. '  * 

These  plain  words  were  called  forth  by  the  fact  that  the  building  was 
still  unfinished,  and  that  a  large  additional  appropriation  from  the  fund 
was  required  to  make  it  ready  for  occupation. 

It  is  worth  while  to  remember  that  his  previous  impressions  of  museums, 
or  at  least  of  recent  years,  had  doubtless  been  founded  upon  the  cabinet 
in  the  National  Institute,  which,  before  Professor  Henry  came  to  Wash- 
ington, had  become  completely  torpid.  Its  collections,  housed  in  a  hall 
not  under  its  control,  belonged  to  it  only  in  name.  The  miscellaneous 
assemblage  of  specimens  in  the  hall  of  the  Patent  Office  had  been  well 
described  in  the  Smithsonian  charter  by  the  name  * '  National  Cabinet  of 
Curiosities,"  for  it  did  not  deserv^e  to  be  called  a  museum. 

Professor  Henry  evidently  had  that  in  mind  in  protesting  against  **a 
promiscuous  collection,"  but  for  the  first  time  explains  that  he  does  not 
underrate  "the  (scientific)  importance  of  collections  in  themselves." 

The  following  quotation  will  show,  however,  that  he  was  not  so  averse 
to  the  museum  idea  as  he  had  formerly  been,  although  very  doubtful  as 
to  the  advisability  of  accepting  aid  from  Congress : 

The  museum  is  to  consist,  according  to  the  law  of  Congress,  and  the  terms  of  the 
compromise,  of  **  objects  of  art,  of  foreign  and  curious  research,  and  of  natural  his- 
tory, of  plants  and  geological  and  mineralogical  specimens.'*     It  would,  however, 

be  unwise  in  the  Institution  to  attempt  the  formation  of  full  collections  of  all  these 
objects,  or,  in  other  words,  to  form  an  establishment  similar  to  that  of  the  British 
Museum.  The  whole  income  devoted  to  this  object  w-ould  be  entirely  inadequate. 
The  portion  of  the  main  building  appropriated  to  the  museum  consists  of  a  single 
room,  two  hundred  feet  long  by  fifty  feet  wide.  This  space  may  be  entirely  fdled  in 
the  course  of  three  years,  without  the  purchase  of  a  single  article,  if  the  means  be 
adopted  which  present  themselves  at  the  seat  of  government  for  making  collections. 
But  when  this  space  is  filled,  the  accunudation  of  specimens  nmst  cease,  or  an  addi- 
tion be  made  to  the  building,  which,  to  harmonize  with  the  present  edifice,  would 
involve  a  large  expenditure.  The  question  then  arises,  from  what  source  is  this 
money  to  be  obtained?  It  can  not  be  derived  from  the  annual  income  of  the  capital, 
for  this  would  crii)ple  the  more  important  operations.  It  may  be  said  that  Congress 
will  furnish  the  means;  but  this  is  relying  on  a  very  uncertain  source,  and  the  policy 
of  applying  to  Congress  for  any  aid  is  doubtful. 

Having  said  this  much,  it  was  easy  to  continue  by  expressing  the  opinion 
that  the  Regents  had  been  in  error  in  supposing  it  necessary  to  put  up  a 
building  for  the  reception  of  the  great  nuiseiun  of  the  exploring  expedition 
j)resented  by  Congress. 


tioned,  was  iniderstood  to  be  under  the  charge  of  the  Smithsonian  from  the  time  of 
its  incorporation.  The  nuiseuni  clauses  of  the  charter  were  so  understood  by  the 
first  Regents  and  by  Professor  Henry,  who,  in  his  first  progranmieof  organization,  in 
1S47,  wrote:  "When  the  building  is  completed,  and  when,  in  accordance  with  the 
act  of  Congress,  the  charge  of  the  National  Museum  is  given  to  the  Smithsonian 
Institution,  other  assistants  will  be  required." 


Edwin  Hamilton  Davis, 


^. 
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The  next  year  made  some  change  in  the  views  of  Professor  Henry.  The 
presence  of  his  new  assistant  secretary,  Professor  Baird,  and  the  evidence 
of  the  collection  that  was  now  growing  up  under  his  own  eyes,  that 
museums  may  be  made  important  agencies  for  scientific  discovery,  had 
perhaps  increased  his  personal  interest  in  such  matters. 

And  again : 

Though  the  formation  of  a  general  collection  is  neither  within  the  means  nor 
province  of  the  Institution,  it  is  an  object  which  ought  to  engage  the  attention  of 
Congress.  A  general  museum  appears  to  be  a  necessary  establishment  at  the  seat 
of  government  of  every  civilized  nation.  .  .  .  Indeed  the  government  has  already 
formed  the  nucleus  of  such  a  museum  in  tlie  collections  now  in  the  Patent  Office. 

An  establishment  of  this  kind  can  only  be  supported  by  government ;  and  the 
proiK)sition  ought  never  to  be  encouraged  of  putting  this  duty  on  the  limited,  though 
liberal  betjuest  of  a  foreigner. 

The  Smithsonian  Institution  will  readily  take  the  supervision  of  an  establishment 
of  this  kind,  and  give  plans  for  its  organization  and  arrangement,  provided  it  be 
requested  to  do  so,  and  the  means  for  effecting  the  object  be  liberally  supplied.' 

In  the  report  for  the  year  1852  Professor  Henry  definitely  stated  that 
the  Regents  had  concluded  that  it  was  not  advisable  to  take  charge  of  the 
great  museum  of  the  exploring  expedition,'  and  also  expressed  the  hopeful 
opinion  that  ''there  can  be  but  little  doubt,  that  in  due  time,  ample  pro- 
vision will  be  made  for  a  library  and  museum  at  the  capital  of  this  Union 
worthy  of  a  Government  whose  perpetuity  depends  upon  the  virtue  and 
intelligence  of  the  people."  ^ 

In  the  report  for  the  year  1853,  prCvSented  January  14-March  11,  1854, 
another  step  toward  the  transfer  of  the  museum  is  chronicled.  The  Secre- 
tary' wrote : 

I  have  been  informed  by  the  Commissioner  of  Patents  that  the  space  now  occu- 
pied in  the  building  of  the  Patent  Office  by  the  National  Museum,  is»imperatively 
required  for  the  display  of  models ;  and  he  suggests  that  a  part  or  the  whole  of  the 
Smithsonian  building  shall  be  purchased  for  the  deposit  of  tliis  collection.  If  Con- 
gress will  entirely  relieve  the  Smithsonian  fund  from  the  expense  of  collecting  and 
maintaining  a  museum,  a  large  portion  of  the  present  building  would  be  unneces- 
sary, and  the  projyosition  to  j)urchase  a  part  or  the  whole  of  it  might  properly  be 
entertained.  The  vSmitlisonian  Institution,  if  required,  would  take  the  supervision 
of  a  government  nmseum,  and  would  turn  over  to  it  all  the  specimens  collected 
after  they  had  been  examined  and  described.  The  importance  of  a  collection  at  the 
seat  of  government  to  illustrate  the  physical  geography,  natural  history,  and  eth- 
nology t)f  the  United  States,  can  not  l)e  too  highly  estimated.  But  the  support  of 
such  a  collection  ought  not  to  be  a  burthen  upon  the  Smithsonian  fund.* 

The  year  1854  ^vas  the  stirring  one  in  the  history  of  the  Institution, 
and  little  was  done  toward  the  transfer  of  the  museum.  The  great  lower 
hall,  lia\'iiig  been  completed,  was  lying  idle.  The  Smithsonian  collec- 
tions were  rapidly  increasing  under  the  management  of  Professor  Baird, 


'Report  for  1851,  p.  25.    [Reprinted  in  Report  for  1853,  p.  227.] 

=  Sixth  Annual  Report,  p.  252. 

3l(lem,  p.  253. 

•♦Kighth  Annual  Report,  p.  11. 


Patent  Office  was  presented  to  the  Regents  by  the  Secretary,  but  the 
minutes  contain  no  record  of  their  decision. 

In  the  Secretary's  report  for  1856,  presented  to  the  Regents  January 
26-28,  1857,  ^^^  matter  came  up  again  for  remark,  and  Professor  Henry, 
as  was  his  custom,  spoke  of  the  obstacles  to  the  progress  of  the  Institu- 
tion caused  by  the  restriction  of  the  charter,  and  recurring  to  the  museum, 
said: 

The  adverse  effects  of  the  early  and  consequently  imperfect  legislation  ought, 
therefore,  as  far  as  possible,  to  be  obviated;  and  this  could  readily  be  done,  if  Con- 
gress would  relieve  the  Institution  from  the  care  of  a  large  collection  of  specimens 
principally  belonging  to  the  government,  and  purchase  the  building  to  be  used  as  a 
depository  of  all  the  objects  of  natural  history  and  the  line  arts  belonging  to  the 
nation.  If  this  were  done,  a  few  rooms  would  t>e  sufficient  for  transacting  the  busi- 
ness of  the  Institution,  and  a  large  portion  of  the  income  would  be  free  to  be  applied 
to  the  more  immediate  objectsof  tlie  bequest.  Indeed,  it  would  be  a  gain  to  science 
could  the  Institution  give  away  the  building  for  no  other  consideration  than  that  of 
being  relieved  from  the  costly  charge  of  the  collections;  and,  for  the  present,  it  may 
be  well  to  adopt  the  plan  suggested  in  a  late  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Patents, 
namely,  to  remove  the  museum  of  the  Ezploriiig  Expedition,  which  now  fills  a  large 
and  valuable  room  in  the  Patent  OfBce,  wanted  for  the  exhibition  of  models,  to  the 
spacious  hall  of  the  Institution,  at  present  unoccupied,  and  to  continue  under  the 

'Smithsonian  Report,  1855,  p.  15.  'Idem,  p.  16. 
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direction  of  the  Regents,  the  appropriation  now  annually' made  for  the  preservation 
and  display  of  the  collections. 

Although  the  Regents,  a  few  years  ago,  declined  to  accept  this  museum  as  a  gift, 
yet,  since  experience  has  shown  that  the  building  will  ultimately  be  filled  with 
objects  of  natural  history  belonging  to  the  general  government,  which,  for  the 
good  of  science,  it  will  be  necessary  to  preserve,  it  may  be  a  question  whether,  in  con- 
sideration of  this  fact,  it  would  not  be  well  to  offer  the  use  of  the  large  room  imme- 
diately for  a  national  museum,  of  which  the  Smithsonian  Institution  would  be  the 
mere  curator,  and  the  expense  of  maintaining  which  should  be  paid  by  the  general 
government.  The  cost  of  keeping  the  museimi  of  the  Exploring  Expedition,  now  in 
the  Patent  Office,  including  heating,  pay  of  watchmen,  etc.,  is  about  $5,000,  and  if 
the  plan  proposed  is  adopted,  the  Institution  and  the  Patent  Office  will  both  be  ben- 
efited. The  burden  which  is  now  thrown  on  the  Institution,  of  preserving  the 
specimens  which  have  been  collected  by  the  different  expeditions  instituted  by 
government  during  the  last  ten  years,  will  be  at  least  in  part  removed,  and  the 
Patent  Office  will  acquire  the  occupancy  of  one  of  the  largest  rooms  in  its  building 
for  the  legitimate  purposes  of  its  establishment.  It  is  believed  that  the  benefit  from 
this  plan  is  so  obvious  that  no  objection  to  it  would  be  made  in  Congress,  and  that 
it  would  meet  the  approbation  of  the  public  generally.* 

I  can  find  no  record  in  the  minutes  of  the  Regents,  but  have  been 
informed  by  Mr.  W.  J.  Rhees,  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  that  an 
urgent  request  for  the  use  of  the  hall  was  made  by  the  Commissioner  of 
Patents  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  and  that  the  Board  decided  to 
grant  this  request  on  the  condition  that  Congress  should  appropriate 
money  for  the  construction  of  the  cases  and  the  transfer  of  the  collec- 
tions, and  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  should  provide  for  the  expenses 
of  the  care  of  the  collections  after  their  transfer  in  the  same  manner  as 
before. 

The  question  of  the  legality  of  the  transfer  of  the  collections  was  sub- 
mitted by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  the  Attorney-General,  by  whom 
it  was  held  that  the  provision  in  the  eighth  section  of  the  act  of  August 
4,  1854  (10  Stats.,  572),  placing  the  collections  under  the  control  of  the 
Commissioner  of  Patents,  and  authorizing  the  employment  by  him  of 
keepers  therefor,  was  designed  to  be  temporary  only,  and  that  the  act 
establishing  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  as  well  as  that  making  the 
appropriation  in  1857,  were  to  be  regarded  as  indicating  the  purpose  of 
Congress  respecting  permanent  provision  for  these  collections.' 

The  appropriation  of  1857,  referred  to  by  the  Attorney-General,  was 
one  giving  $15,000  for  the  construction  of  cases  and  $2,000  for  the 
removal  of  the  collections.     (March  3,  1857  ;   ^^  Stats.,  219.) 

In  commenting  upon  this  action,  Professor  Henry,  in  his  report  for 
1857,  remarked: 

At  the  last  session  of  Congress  an  appropriation  was  made  for  the  construction 
and  erection  of  cases  to  receive  the  collections  of  the  United  States  Exploring  Expe- 
dition and  others  in  Washington,  and  also  for  the  transfer  and  arrangement  of  the 

'Smithsonian  Report,  1856,  pp.  21,  22. 
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nature  and  art  to  be  found  in  the  several  offices  and  departments  of  govei 
not  construed  as  rendering  it  obligatory  on  the  Regents  to  accept  these  objects  if 
they  considered  it  espedient  to  do  so.  Inasmuch,  then,  as  this  collection  was  neither 
essential  to  the  plan  of  organization  nor  directly  subservient  to  the  comprehensive 
purpose  of  the  donor  in  regard  to  a  world-wide  benefit,  it  was  the  ultimate  decision 
of  a  majority  of  the  Board  that  it  ought  not  to  be  accepted  and  that  no  part  of  the 
donation  ought  to  be  expended  in  the  care  of  property  belonging  to  the  go\  ernment 
of  the  United  States. 

Previous  to  the  discussion  of  this  question  it  had  been  assumed  that  the  Regents 
were  under  an  obligation  to  take  charge  of  the  museum,  and,  on  this  account  prin- 
cipally, a  large  and  expensive  building  had  been  thought  necessary.  After  it  was 
settled,  however,  that  the  Regents  were  not  bound  to  accept  this  trust,  the  work  of 
construction  was  carried  on  more  slowly,  with  a  \iew  at  ouce  to  secure  certain 
advantages  to  the  building  itself,  and  to  increase  the  principal  by  funding  the  interest 
of  tlie  money  which  would  be  absorbed  by  its  completion. 

In  the  meantime  a  very  large  amount  of  specimens  of  natural  history  had  accumu- 
lated at  the  Institution  from  numerous  exploring  parties  sent  out  by  the  general 
government ;  and  as  tliese  collections  had  been  made  under  the  direction  of  the 
Institution,  and  their  preservation  was  of  the  highest  importance  to  the  natural 
history  of  the  country,  it  was  finally  concluded  that  if  Congress  would  make  an 
appropriation  for  the  transfer  and  new  arrangement  of  the  articles  then  in  the  Patent 
Office,  and  continue  the  annual  appropriation  previously  made  for  their  care  and 
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exhibition  while  in  charge  of  tlie  Commissioner  of  Patents,  the  Institution  would, 
under  these  conditions,  become  the  curator  of  the  national  collections.  This  propo- 
sition was  agreed  to  by  the  government,  and  the  contemplated  transfer  has  accord- 
ingly been  made. 

It  is  believed  that  this  arrangement  will  be  mutually  beneficial  to  the  Patent  Office 
and  the  Institution,  since  the  former  will  be  relieved  from  a  duty  scarcely  compatible 
with  the  design  of  its  establishment,  and  will  gain  possession  of  one  of  the  largest 
rooms  in  the  city  for  the  exhibition  of  a  class  of  models  to  which  the  public  have  not 
previously  had  ready  access ;  while  the  Smithsonian  Institution  will  be  able  to  pre- 
sent to  the  strangers  who  visit  Washington  a  greater  number  of  objects  of  interest, 
and  appropriate  that  portion  of  the  large  building  not  required  for  its  own  most 
important  operations  to  a  useful  purpose. 

The  cost  of  keeping  the  collections  at  the  Patent  Office,  including  fuel,  was  about 
f4,ooo  annually,  but  the  Regents  might  with  justice  have  asked  for  an  additional 
amount  sufficient  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  cost  of  that  portion  of  the  edifice  occu- 
pied by  the  museum.  It  was,  however,  thought  more  prudent  to  restrict  the  appli- 
cation to  the  sum  above  mentioned,  and  to  request  that  the  appropriation  might  be 
continued  under  the  charge  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  thus  obviating  the 
necessity  of  an  annual  application  to  Congress  by  the  Institution  itself. 

The  cases  at  present  required  for  the  accommodation  of  the  collections  have  been 
constructed  at  a  cost  within  the  appropriation  made  for  that  purpose;  and  the  Insti- 
tution is  indebted  to  Hon.  J.  Thompson,  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  and  Hon.  J.  Holt, 
Commissioner  of  Patents,  for  the  use  of  glass  sash  and  shelving  no  longer  needed 
in  the  room  which  formerly  contained  the  museum  in  the  Patent  Office,  but  which 
have  been  applied  to  good  purpose  in  supplying  deficiencies  in  the  Smithsonian 
building.  The  Regents  are  also  indebted  to  Thomas  U.  Walter,  esq. ,  architect  of  the 
United  States  Capitol  extension,  for  the  beautiful  design  of  the  cases,  and  to  Edward 
Clark,  esq.,  architect  of  the  Interior  Department,  for  the  inspection  of  the  work  dur- 
ing its  progress  and  the  examination  of  the  accounts  presented  by  the  contractor. 

In  order  to  increase  the  capacity  of  the  large  room  appropriated  to  the  collection, 
the  cases  have  been  arranged  in  two  stories,  forming  a  series  of  alcoves,  and  a  gal- 
lery on  each  side.  By  the  adoption  of  this  plan  space  can  be  provided  for  double 
the  number  of  specimens  which  were  exhibited  at  the  Patent  Office. 

A  considerable  portion  of  the  collections  has  been  arranged,  and  a  taxidermist 
employed  to  repair  the  specimens  of  zoology  which  have  been  damaged,  and  to  pre- 
pare for  exhibition  others  which  have  not  previously  been  mounted.  The  museum 
will  soon  be  an  object  of  continued  and  increasing  interest  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
city  and  to  strangers  who  visit  the  capital  of  the  United  States. 

An  assent  to  the  arrangement  above  stated  for  taking  charge  of  the  government 
collections  is  by  no  means  inconsistent  with  the  regret  expressed  in  previous  reports 
that  the  law  of  Congress  directed  provision  to  be  made  from  the  Smithsonian  fund  for 
a  public  museum  and  library.  It  must  be  evident  to  anyone  who  attentively  studies 
the  past  history  of  the  operations  of  the  Institution  that  the  interest  of  the  money 
expended  on  the  building  intended  for  this  purpose  would  have  been  much  more 
efficiently  applied  in  the  development  and  publication  of  new  truths.  But,  in  all 
cases  where  many  views  are  to  be  consulted,  the  question  is  not  merely  what  ought 
to  be,  but  what  can  be  accomplished.  From  the  first  there  has  existed  a  clear  con- 
ception of  the  means  by  which  the  idea  of  the  donor  could  be  best  realized,  and  the 
aim  of  the  majority  of  the  Regents  has  constantly  been  to  approximate,  as  nearly  as 
the  restrictions  of  Congress  would  allow,  to  the  plan  originally  proposed.  The  policy 
has  been  invariably  the  same,  and  the  present  reputation  and  generally  acknowledged 
success  of  the  Institution  are  tlie  result  of  this  undeviating  course.* 
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made  under  the  stimulus  and  immediate  direction  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution.  A 
number  of  the  special  collections  are  still  in  the  hands  of  those  to  whom  they  were 
intrusted  for  scientific  investigation  and  description.  The  arrangement  of  tlie  cases 
and  the  disposition  of  the  articles  intended  for  public  exhibition  has  been  a  subject 
requiring  considerable  thought  and  experiment.  It  was  not  only  desirable  to  obtain 
the  laqjest  amount  of  space  for  the  accomniodation  of  the  articles,  but,  also,  to  arrange 
the  whole  so  as  to  harmonize  witli  the  architectural  embellishment  of  the  large  hall 
and  thus  to  produce  a  proper  sesthetical  efFect.' 

In  1859,  the  Guide  Book,  unofficial  yet  issued  by  an  official  of  the  staff, 
was  published  with  the  words  "Guide  to  the  Smithsonian  Institution 
and  National  Museum"  on  its  cover,  and  about  this  time  the  words 
"  National  Museum  of  the  United  States"  were  painted  over  the  door  of 
the  exhibition  hall. 

Congress  did  not,  however,  give  legal  sanction  to  the  use  of  this  name 
until  nearly  twenty  years  later,  when  providing  for  the  erection  of  the 
new  building  to  receive  the  collections  given  to  the  Smithsonian  Institu- 
tion at  the  close  of  the  Centennial  of  1876. 

Washington,  February,  iSpi. 
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NOTE  A. 

January  i,  1842. 

To  the  Honorable  J.  C.  SpKncer  and 
The  Honorable  A.  P.  Upshur. 

GenTi,KMEN  :  The  undersigned,  a  committee  on  behalf  of  the  National  Institution 
for  the  promotion  of  science,  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  the 
following  facts  and  remarks. 

In  a  law  of  the  20th  July,  1841,  there  is  a  provision  in  these  words :  **  For  the  pur- 
pose of  enabling  the  Secretaries  of  the  War  and  Navy  Departments  to  place  in  a  state 
of  safe  preservation  the  specimens  of  natural  history  which  are  now  deposited  in 
their  respective  offices,  or  which  may  be  brought  there  resulting  from  surveys  of  the 
unexplored  regions  of  our  own  country,  or  from  the  exploring  expedition  now  in 
the  South  Seas,  by  the  authority  and  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States  or  other- 
wise, a  sum  not  to  exceed  five  hundred  dollars.'* 

And  in  a  law  of  March  3,  1841,  there  is  another  appropriation  **for  defrajdng  the 
expense  of  transporting  to  the  City  of  Washington  and  of  arranging  the  collections 
made  by  the  Exploring  expedition,  five  thousand  dollars.** 

These  laws  are  considered  as  having  determined  the  principles  which  should 
govern  in  such  cases. 

First,  that  the  expenditures  should  be  made  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretaries 
of  the  War  and  the  Navy  Departments,  and 

Second,  that  the  collections  should  be  brought  to  Washington  and  be  arranged 
there. 

In  the  discharge  of  these  duties,  the  Secretaries  of  the  two  Departments  named, 
directed  the  collections  referred  to,  to  be  delivered  to  the  care  of  the  National  Insti- 
tution, for  the  purpose  of  being  arranged  under  its  supervision. 

On  these  accounts,  as  well  as  because  of  your  position  of  Directors  of  the  Institu- 
tion, we  have  now  the  honor  of  addressing  you. 

The  first  appropriation  of  I500  was  expended  under  the  personal  superintendence 
of  the  Secretary  of  War,  he  approving  all  accounts.  The  second,  under  that  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy.  But  in  the  course  of  the  business  tliis  duty  assumed  the 
following  form: 

The  society  appointed  a  committee  to  supervise  the  arranging  of  the  collections. 
It  was  the  duty  of  this  committee  to  suggest  the  expenditures  and  employments 
which  it  considered  necessary,  to  examine  into  the  accounts,  and  if  it  found  tlie 
same  to  be  correct,  to  recommend  them  to  the  approval  of  the  Secretary.  Under 
this  system  the  appropriations  have  been  expended,  and  the  Institution  is  now  with- 
out further  means. 

It  is  proper  to  remark  that  the  entire  collections  of  the  Institution,  as  well  in  books 
as  in  specimens  of  natural  history  and  of  the  arts,  and  as  well  those  deposited  by 
the  Government,  as  those  given  by  individuals  and  other  Institutions  and  from  for- 
eign governments,  will  in  the  end  belong  to  the  United  States,  there  being  a  pro- 
vision to  that  effect  in  the  constitution  of  the  Institution.  The  whole  can,  therefore, 
with  propriety  be  considered  as  public  property. 

With  this  brief  exposition  we  shall  now  lay  before  you  the  state  of  the  affairs  of 
the  Institution  in  reference  to  the  collections,  deposits,  gifts,  and  expenditures. 

The  entire  collection  is  deposited  in  the  upper  rooms  of  the  Patent  Office;  it  con- 
sists of — 

Donations  from  foreign  governments. 

Donations  from  other  institutions,  foreign  and  domestic. 

Donations  from  ministers  and  consuls  abroad,  and  from  officers  of  oiu*  army  and 
navy. 
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Donations  from  individuals  and  from  members  of  the  Institution. 

The  Iowa  collection  of  mineralogical  and  geological  specimens,  made  by  R.  D. 
Owen,  Esq.,  under  the  direction  of  the  Treasury  Department. 

The  collection  of  mineralogical  and  geological  specimens  which  had  been  in 
deposit  in  the  Bureau  of  the  Corps  of  Topographical  Engineers. 

The  collection  of  portraits  of  distinguished  Indians,  and  the  collection  of  Indian 
curiosities  which  had  been  on  deposit  in  the  War  Department. 

The  minerals,  books,  papers,  and  personal  effects  of  the  Smithsonian  bequest. 

The  two  shipments  which  have  been  received  from  the  Exploring  Squadron,  con- 
sisting of  minerals,  specimens  of  natural  history,  works  of  art,  implements  of  war, 
and  curiosities. 

The  books,  minerals,  and  works  of  art  belonging  to  the  late  Columbian  Institute. 

The  books,  papers,  and  proceedings  of  the  late  American  Historical  Society. 

Cabinets  and  specimens,  deposited  by  members  in  trust,  for  public  use. 

It  can  not  be  said  that  these  materials  are  now  arranged.  The  space  which  has 
been,  appropriated  to  the  temporary  use  of  the  Institution — the  eastern  half  of  the 
upper  room  of  the  Patent  Office — is  entirely  insufficient  for  such  a  purpose,  as  well 
as  the  means  and  time  which  have  been  devoted  to  them.  But  as  more  just  concep- 
tions in  those  respects,  as  well  as  the  value  of  the  collections,  will  be  derived  from 
an  exhibition  in  detail  of  the  latter,  it  will  now  be  laid  l)efore  you. 

About  1 ,000  volumes  of  books  and  numbers  of  pamphlets. 

Alx)ut  50  maps  and  charts. 

About  500  castings  in  plaster,  medals,  and  seals. 

Ten  pieces  of  statuary,  marble,  or  plaster. 

One  hundred  and  sixtj'-eight  paintings. 

About  1,600  bird  skins,  of  which  rather  more  than  400  have  been  cleaned,  stuffed, 
and  mounted,  and  deposited  in  cases,  but  which  yet  require  eyes  and  to  have  labels 
prop)erly  written  and  affixed.  They  also  require  to  be  scientifically  arranj(e<l,  the 
first  labor  being  necessarily  limited  to  the  preparing  of  the  skins  and  putting  them 
under  the  protection  of  cases.  It  may  be  proper  to  remark  that  to  clean,  stufT,  and 
put  in  ]>osition  six  bird  skins  a  day,  is  the  j^reatcst  result  from  the  lal)ors  of  an  expert 
and  experienced  taxidermist,  and  that  so  much  can  be  done  only  with  skins  in  s^^ood 
order  and  of  moderate-sized  birds.  Much  less  is  the  most  that  can  ])e  done  with  skins 
that  have  ])een  twisted  and  for  a  loni(  time  closely  ])acke(l,  or  with  skins  of  lari^e 
birds  or  of  (juadrupeds,  a  sinj^le  skin  of  a  lari^e  bird  often  refjuirin^  from  one  to 
two  days. 

About  160  skins  of  cjuadrupeds,  about  50  of  which  have  been  stuffed,  set  up,  and 
put  in  cases. 

About  2fK)  «^lass  jars  have  been  filled  with  mollusca,  fishes,  and  reptiles,  but  these 
yet  re(iuire  to  be  divided  into  more  jars  and  to  be  arranijed,  classified,  and  nanu-d  ; 
and  there  yet  remains  2  barrels  and  10  kej.(S  of  wet  and  soft  s])ecimens,  which  have 
not  been  o])ene<l,  exce])t  to  rej)lenisli,  when  necessary,  the  ])reservative  material. 

There  are  about  5(),o<:x)  botanical  s])eciniens,  embracin^^^  many  that  are  e\treinel\- 
rare  and  entirely  new.  An  [d,)le  l)otanist,  iNIr.  Xuttall,  who  has  had  the  exaniinalidii 
of  this  collection,  ])ronounced  it  eciual,  if  not  su])erior.  to  any  in  the  world,  of  the 
kind  and  from  the  same  re^i^ions.  He  was  for  a  short  time  employed  to  aid  in  the 
arran^^iu)^  of  the  sj)ecimens,  and  assigned  them  to  orders  and  genera,  but  they  yet 
require  the  greater  labor  of  specific  distinctions. 

There  are  about  3,(0)  sjicciniens  of  insects,  the  greater  part  of  which  have  been 
arranged  in  genera,  but  yet  require  the  further  and  more  laborious  arrangement  into 
species.  A  large  collection  of  insects,  said  to  be  one  of  the  finest  of  Kuro])e,  has 
lately  arrived  in  New  York,  to  be  placed  in  dejiosit  in  the  Institution  for  the  benefit 
of  the  public.  It  is  from  that  well-known  and  c-minent  naturalist,  C.  V.  Castleneau, 
Esq.,  a  member  of  the  Institution.  We  have  also  notice  of  a  collec^tion  of  minerals 
being  on  its  way  from  the  School  of  Klines  of  Paris,  as  a  present  to  the  Institution. 
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There  are  probably  several  hundred  thousand  shells,  constituting  a  mass  of  from  30 
to  40  bushels,  all  valuable  and  many  of  them  very  rare,  entirely  new,  and  extremely 
beautiful.  Witli  these  nothing  has  yet  been  done  but  to  open  the  boxes  and  clean  a 
few  of  them.  Many  conchologists  have  pronounced  this  the  finest  collection  in  the 
United  vStales.     It  will  require  much  labor  and  time  to  arrange  it. 

About  500  coralines  have  been  cleaned  and  partially  arranged.  About  300  .starfish, 
echini,  radiati,  etc.,  have  received  a  like  attention  ;  also,  about  loo  sponges  and  alwut 
2,fxx>  Crustacea.  And  there  are  yet  many  more  specimens  of  these,  several  hundred, 
which  have  not  been  examined. 

About  50  fish  skins.     These  are  yet  in  the  same  condition  as  when  received. 

About  7,cxx)  specimens  of  minerals  are  placed  under  the  protection  of  cases,  but 
require  a  great  amount  of  labor  to  arrange  and  label.  There  are  also  upwards  of  50 
boxes  of  mineralogical  and  geological  specimens  which  have  not  been  opened. 

Accessions  arc  daily  made  to  the  collections  of  the  Institution  in  the  fonn  of  dona- 
tions, and  wc  arc  now  looking  with  some  anxiety  for  additional  shipments  from  the 
Exploring  S(iuadron.  Nor  can  it  l>e  doubted  that  when  the  Squadron  returns,  it  will 
be  freighted  in  value  and  number  of  si>eciniens  equal  to  all  it  may  have  sent  home 
during  its  long  and  interesting  voyage. 

Already  the  specimens  which  have  been  placed  in  cases,  nearly  fill  the  space,  one- 
half  of  the  upi)er  room  of  the  Patent  Office,  which  the  lil)erality  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  assigned  temporarily  to  the  use  of  the  Institution ;  but  these  specimens  are  of 
necessity  in  a  crowded  state  of  imperfect  arrangement.  And  the  specimens  now  on 
hand,  when  put  up  and  properly  displayed,  will  fill  the  whole  of  the  room.  We 
already,  therefore,  and  with  much  reason,  anticipate  being  straitened  for  space. 

The  occupation  of  our  present  place  is  also  merely  temporary.  The  room  will  in  a 
few  years  be  required  for  the  jnirposes  for  which  it  was  erected.  This  consideration 
necessarily  affects  the  character  of  the  labors  of  the  Institution  in  reference  to  the 
collection,  which  can  not  fail  to  partake  of  the  character  of  its  occupation  of  the 
room,  and  in  consequence  its  labors  are  limited  to  such  as  are  necessary  and  prelim- 
inary to  a  permanent  and  scientific  arrangement. 

The  sfinic  consideration  has  influenced  the  employment  which  has  been  authorized. 
The  coniniittce  to  which  this  matter  was  intrusted  by  the  Institution,  did  not  feel 
authorized  to  recommend  to  the  department  having  charge  of  the  appropriation  any 
system  which  should  involve  the  Government  in  a  liability  for  one  day  beyond  the 
enduring  of  the  appropriation. 

The  appropriation  has  become  exhauste<l,  but  the  persons  employed  have  contin- 
ued their  labors  under  the  hope  that  the  great  work  upon  which  they  have  l)een 
engaged  and  which  has  progressed  with  such  flattering  activity,  will  not  now  be 
abandoned.     These  persons  are : 

II.  King,  Ksq. ,  Curator  of  the  Institution,  who  has  the  general  care  of  the  collections 
which  have  been  intrusted  to  the  Institution,  and  who  is  held  responsible  to  the 
Institution  for  their  safekeeping.  His  particular  attention  has  lx^en  devoted  to  the 
minerals,  mollusca,  echini,  radiati,  spongia,  and  Crustacea,  and  to  the  construction 
of  the  cases,  procuring  of  the  glassware,  and  other  requisite  materials.  His  compen- 
sation was  fixed  at  first  at  J3  per  day,  but  afterwards,  in  consequence  of  his  l)eing 
at  much  expense  for  trips  he  had  to  make  to  Philadelphia,  New  York,  and  Boston, 
and  being  liable  to  such  trips  in  the  execution  of  his  duties,  it  was  raised  to  J5  i>er 
day. 

I.  R.  Towiisend,  Ksq.,  taxidermist.  His  duty  is  to  dress,  stuff,  prepare,  and  ar- 
range the  skins.     His  compensation  is  $3  per  day. 

Mr.  Nuttall,  who  was  employed  on  the  botanical  specimens  at  fe  per  day.     He  is 
not  at  present  in  employ,  having  other  engagements. 
C)ne  asvsistant,  Mr.  Pollard,  at  J^i.50  per  day. 

One  other  assistant,  who  is  'ilso  a  good  mechanic  and  arranger,  Mr.  Vardin,  at 
J1.50  i)er  day. 
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One  messenger  and  laborer,  at  $i  per  day. 

The  occasional  employ  of  laborers  and  mechanics. 

All  of  the  appropriations  not  required  for  these  employments  have  been  expended 
for  cases,  glassware,  and  other  necessary  contingencies  to  snch  an  establi^ment, 
the  accounts  and  vouchers  for  which  have  been  duly  rendered. 

As  before  remarked,  these  arrangements  are  but  temporary,  nor  aie  they  com- 
mensurate to  the  mass  of  labor  which  has  to  be  done,  or  to  the  just  expectations 
which  are  entertained  in  reference  to  it  More  force  must  be  emplo]^  and  more 
varied  talent  than  the  means  appropriated  have  enabled  the  Institution  to  command. 
With  the  experience  which  has  been  acquired,  the  committee  will,  if  desired,  under 
the  correcting  hand  of  the  Institution,  submit  to  jomt  consideration  their  views  in 
reference  to  the  expenditure  of  any  future  appropriation. 

The  funds  of  the  Institution  art  of  two  kinds. 

First,  the  amount  derived  from  the  annual  tax  upon  members. 

Second,  the  amounts  appropriated  by  Congress. 

The  first  is  necessarily  small,  from  the  few  members  liable  to  the  tax,  and  the 
amount  of  it,  for  each,  $$  per  annum ;  and  it  is  expended  for  rare  and  necessary 
books,  necessary  printing,  cases,  and  other  contingencies. 

The  second  has  as  yet  been  no  more  than  $5,500,  and  has  been  expended  in  the 
manner  and  for  the  purposes  before  indicated.  We  arc  now,  however,  without  means, 
and  were  it  not  that  the  individuals  employed  continue  at  the  labor  in  the  hope  that 
the  government  will  continue  its  patronage  to  its  own  property,  the  work  of  prepa- 
ration and  arrangement  would  be  suspended,  as  the  most  the  Institution  could  do 
from  its  own  funds,  would  be  to  employ  some  one  to  take  care  of  the  collection. 

The  object  of  the  Institution  is  to  *  *  increase  and  to  diffuse  knowledge  among  men.  *  * 
Its  time  and  whatever  talent  it  possesses  are  faithfully  devoted  to  it.  But  its  mem- 
bers have  occupations,  private  and  public,  which  can  not  be  neglected,  and  they 
have  not  the  wealth  for  voluntary  contributions.  We  are  therefore  obliged  to  look 
to  the  Government  for  aid  in  funds.  In  other  countries,  where,  although  public 
spirit  may  not  l)e,  individual  wealth  is  so  much  greater,  no  institution  of  the  kind 
has  ever  succeeded  without  pjovcrnnient  patronage.  How  much  more  necessary, 
then,  is  such  patronage  with  ils.  And  the  more  justifiable  and  necessar^"^  will  this 
patronage  appear,  when  the  reflection  is  made,  that  the  greater  part  of  tlie  property 
under  our  care  already  l)elongs  to  the  government,  and  that  all  donations,  collec- 
tions, and  purchases  by  the  funds  of  tlie  Institution,  must  by  our  constitution  event- 
ually take  the  same  course.  The  Institution  is  but  a  curator  for  the  government, 
voluntarily  bestowing  its  time  and  talents  to  objects  which  can  not  fail  to  increase 
national  fame,  to  elevate  national  character,  and  to  promote  the  design  of  the  great 
philanthropist  to  "increase  and  to  diffuse  knowledge  among  men." 

We  therefore  respectfully  but  confidently  address  you  as  Directors  of  the  Institution 
and  as  heads  of  the  Departtnents  under  which  fr)rnicr  appropriations  were  expended 
and  solicit  your  efforts  to  obtain  further  government  aid. 

There  are  two  points  to  which  we  are  anxious  to  draw  your  particular  attention. 
One  is  an  appropriation  from  Congress  for  preparing  and  arranging  the  government 
collection;  the  other  for  additional  space.  The  first  is  absolutely  necessary,  for  as 
Ixjfore  remarked,  former  appropriations  are  exhausted,  and  the  work  must  be  aban- 
doned, if  more  is  not  granted.  We  consider  that  about  |2o,ooo  is  required  for  the 
active  and  correct  prosecution  of  the  work  during  the  year  1842.  More  labor  must 
be  applied,  and  more  varied  talent  be  employed;  and  we  believe  it  will  not  be 
expected  that  these  requisites  are  to  l)e  obtained  without  a  proper  consideration. 
The  committee  pledge  themselves  to  a  faithful  superintendence  of  the  expenditures, 
and  to  a  faithful  account  of  it. 

The  second  is  equally  necessary.  We  want  space  properly  to  exhibit  the  speci- 
mens.   We  acknowledge  tliat  our  occupation  of  the  half  of  the  room  assigned  to  the 
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Institution  is  but  temporary,  and  that  we  must  look  forward  to  the  period  when  the 
whole  room  will  be  required  for  other  purposes;  and  while  our  occupation  is  of  this 
character,  we  are  also,  and  everyone  must  be,  impressed  with  the  conviction  that 
our  arrangements  can  not  assume  that  scientific  and  permanent  character  which  will 
be  their  ultimate  condition.  Our  present  labors  must  therefore  be  preliminary  to  a 
permanent  and  scientific  arrangement,  labors,  however,  not  lost  as  they  would  be 
necessarily  under  any  circumstances.  But  to  execute  these  properly  more  space 
is  required,  and  also  the  uncontrolled  occupation  of  the  whole  room.  This  space  is 
the  more  necessary  from  the  very  preliminary  character  of  present  labors,  as  the 
room  has  to  be  a  workshop  as  well  as  an  exhibition  room.  We  make  this  request 
from  a  thorough  conviction  of  its  necessity,  and  from  the  belief  that  if  granted 
it  would  not  incommode  the  Patent  Office.  And  to  prevent  misapprehension,  we 
will  take  this  opportunity  to  state  that  from  the  superintendent  of  that  office,  the 
Institution  has  received  those  accommodations  and  facilities  which  might  justly  be 
anticipated  from  a  gentleman  of  his  known  urbanity  and  intelligence. 

J.  J.  Abert, 
A.  O.  Dayton, 
Francis  Markoe,  Jr., 

Cofnmittee, 


NOTE  B. 

REPORT  UPON  THE  MATERIALS  IN  THE  INSTITUTE. 
By  Doctor  Pickering,  Doctor  Dana,  Doctor  Hale,  and  Mr.  Brackbnridob. 

On  the  1 2th  of  September  last  I  received  the  charge  of  the  collections  of  the 
National  Institute;  and  the  Hall  was  soon  after  placed  at  my  disposal  by  an  order  from 
the  State  Department.  My  time  has  since  been  chiefly  occupied  in  general  plans  of 
arrangement  and  accommodation,  in  reviewing  the  collections  of  the  Exploring  Expe- 
dition that  had  been  already  opened,  opening  those  recently  received  and  ticketing 
and  taking  an  account  of  them.  The  larger  portion  has  now  been  gone  through 
with,  and  deposited  in  the  allotted  cases,  but  not  yet  rendered  intelligible  by  means 
of  labeling  and  arrangement.  I  should  expect,  however,  some  branches  of  the  zoo- 
logical collections,  not  yet  unpacked,  and  a  portion  of  the  botanical  yet  to  arrive.  I 
am  not  prepared  at  present  to  make  a  full  report  on  the  proceeds  of  the  Exploring 
Expedition,  but  have  only  to  offer  a  few  remarks  relating  generally  to  the  objects 
under  my  charge. 

The  interior  arrangement  of  the  Hall  is  not  altogether  such  as  I  should  have  origi- 
nally recommended;  but  the  cases  being  already  completed,  it  remains  only  to  conform 
to  the  plan,  as  far  as  practicable.  By  lining  the  walls  with  cases,  there  will  be  sufE- 
cient  accommodation  for  the  present  collections  of  the  Institute,  including  those  of 
the  Exploring  Expedition,  and  the  specimens  of  American  manufactures  already 
within  the  walls.  At  the  same  time  there  is  no  provision  for  future  increase  in  any 
department,  much  less  for  any  new  objects  that  may  be  contemplated.  There  is  no 
room  for  a  geological  series  of  the  United  States,  for  a  library,  a  gallery  of  the  fine 
arts,  etc. 

The  persons  at  present  employed  are : 

Mr.  Varden,  having  the  immediate  supervision  of  the  Hall  and  fixtiures. 

Mr.  Dana,  having  charge  of  mineralogy  and  geology,  and  also  of  corals  and  Crus- 
tacea. 

Mr.  Brackenridge,  having  charge  of  the  greenhouse  and  all  botanical  collections. 

Messrs.  Townsend  and  Pollard,  taxidermists,  also  having  charge  of  the  ornitho- 
logical department.  ^ 
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Nineteen  volumes  of  Malay  manuscripts;  in  all  probability  the  finest  collection  in 
existence. 

Eleven  volimies  of  Bugis  manuscripts.  (A  note  says:  "The  only  font  of  Bugis 
type  in  existence  belongs  to  the  American  board  of  Missions  at  Singapore.'*)  The 
Bugis  are  very  proud  of  their  literature,  and  are  now  the  most  prominent  people  in 
the  East  Indian  Archipelago;  for  the  peculiar  geographical  features  of  that  vast 
region  would  seem  to  preclude  the  division  into  nations,  which  obtains  in  other  parts 
of  the  globe. 

A  Bali  grammar.  (What  follows  is  derived  from  other  sources  than  the  Expedi- 
tion.) 

lyeaves  from  a  Bali  book,  presented  by  Mr.  Thomas  H.  Gillis. 

A  Siamese  book. 

Several  slabs  of  hierogl3rphics  from  Central  America,  by  Mr.  Rupel,  United  States 
consul.  La  Guayra. 

Coptic  books,  by  Mr.  [George  R.]  Gliddon,  late  consul  at  Cairo,  and 

Egyptian  antiquities  and  hieroglyphics,  by  the  same;  which  are  specially  worthy 
of  notice,  and  give  a  juster  idea  of  the  style  of  the  works  of  that  wonderful  people 
than  could  be  acquired  from  plates.  Some  of  these  fragments  have  long  been  wanted 
in  this  country,  and  will  be  looked  at  with  the  more  interest  as  tlie  extraordinary 
and  authentic  annals  disclosed  by  them  become  more  generally  known. 

I  will  not  now  enter  into  an  account  of  tlie  implements,  arts,  and  manufactiu^s  of 
the  various  people  we  have  visited.  We  flatter  ourselves,  however,  that  these  will 
prove  not  the  least  important  part  of  the  collections.  I  will  refer  now  only  to  the 
interest  with  which  we  should  look  upon  some  such  relics  of  the  tribes  who  once 
inhabited  our  Eastern  waters;  whose  race  has  disappeared  ere  its  history  was  written. 
When  posterity  shall  demand  of  the  present  generation,  as  men  of  intelligence,  some 
account  of  these  people,  what  will  be  forthcoming  ?  It  is  generally  to  be  feared  only 
that  which  is  written  in  imperishable  stone — a  few  stone  hatchets  and  arrowheads. 

With  regard  to  our  Western  tribes,  better  things  are  to  be  hoped  for,  although 
they  have  already  lost  some  of  their  arts  and  native  ingenuity  from  intercourse  with 
civilized  man.  The  collection  of  implements,  already  within  tlie  walls,  is  quite 
respectable,  and  the  extensive  series  of  their  portraits  from  the  War  Department  may 
well  deserve  the  term  of  a  National  Monument. 

Some  national  depository  has  long  been  wanted  where  individuals  could  place, 
under  tlie  care  of  Government,  any  object  they  may  happen  to  possess,  in  nature  or 
art,  that  is  rare  or  instructive,  calculated  to  improve  and  elevate  the  mind,  or  fur- 
nish materials  for  new  deductions. 

The  same  observations  would  apply  to  a  national  library.  Individuals  would 
hardly  think  of  making  donations  to  the  Congressional  Library;  neither  would  for- 
eign societies.  Yet  two  of  the  finest  libraries  of  our  country — indeed,  so  far  as  their 
sphere  extends,  I  would  term  them  of  a  higher  grade  than  the  rest — have  been  got 
together  exclusively  by  donations.  I  would  not  by  any  means  be  understood  to 
undervalue  the  Congressional  Library,  and  the  very  judicious  selections  that  have 
been  made  for  it  of  late  years.  But  .shall  we  always  be  content  with  the  love  of 
mere  England,  herself  by  no  means  in  the  first  rank  in  every  branch  of  knowledge? 
We  look  in  vain  in  any  part  of  our  country  for  a  full  assemblage  of  French,  German, 
Italian,  Swedish,  Danish,  Spanish,  Portuguese,  Oriental,  or  hardly  classical  literature. 

I  have  omitted  to  mention  that  the  property  of  the  Institute  is  at  present  very 
much  exposed  to  depredation.  From  6  to  9  a.  m.,  and  also  after  5  p.  m.,  the  Hall  is 
left  entirely  unguarded,  and  might  be  entered  with  the  utmost  ease.  I  would  pro- 
pose that  a  day  watch  be  set  over  the  Hall  and  building,  as  about  other  public  edifices. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Chari^es  Pickering, 
Curator  of  the  National  Institute. 

Washington,  November  22^  1S42. 


several  additions  in  return  for  seeds  distributed  from  the  same  source;  also  a  few 
donations  of  other  plants  from  various  quarters.  For  their  preservation,  a  green- 
house, 50  feet  long,  and  partitioned  into  two  aportmenta,  has  been  erected  on  the  lot 
behind  the  Patent  Office,  The  number  of  species  in  cultivation  amounts  to  500,  and 
with  duplicates  of  the  same,  there  are  about  1,100  plants  in  pots,  over  and  above 
those  now  coming  up  from  seeds.  As  it  is  expected  that  donations  will  frequently 
be  made,  and  as  the  plants  we  now  have  will  be  increasing  in  size,  the  present  house 
by  another  year  will  hardly  suffice  to  contain  them.  The  propriety  also  of  having 
a  lot  of  ground  fenced  in  where  these  plants  could  be  set  out  during  the  summer 
months,  and  which  could  also  be  used  for  the  raising  of  ornamental  trees,  shrubs, 
and  other  hardy  plants,  which  may  come  into  the  possession  of  the  Institute,  is 
strongly  urged.  The  meagemess  of  our  parterres  and  shrubberies  evidently  shows 
that  additions  are  wanting  for  ornamental  gardeuiug. 

It  would  also  be  a  receptacle  for  proving  all  samples  of  fruits,  flowers,  and  escu- 
lents that  may  from  time  to  time  be  presented  to  the  Institute,  there  being,  so  far  as 
I  am  aware,  no  public  estabhshment  of  the  kind  in  existence  in  the  Union.  Officers 
of  our  Navy  and  consuls  residing  in  foreign  countries  might  do  a  great  deal  in  intro- 
ducing fruits,  vegetables,  and  flowers;  and  whenever  it  is  known  that  such  an  estab- 
lishment exists,  there  is  every  reason  to  anticipate  donations,  where  the  country  in 
general  is  to  be  benefited  by  such  an  enlightened  and  commendable  scheme.  A 
nucleus  once  formed,  with  a  gradual  accumulation  of  stock,  and  a  steady  persever- 
ance in  its  support  and  furtherance,  we  might,  at  some  not  very  distant  day,  vie  with 
the  most  celebrated  establishments  of  the  same  kind  in  Europe.  The  progress  of  the 
benefit  to  be  expected  must  be,  like  the  undertaking,  slow  but  sure,  and  the  effects 
will  soon  become  evident  to  every  enlightened  citizen. 
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The  following  is  a  list  of  plants,  or  number  of  species  in  the  herbarium,  collected 
at  the  various  places  visited  by  the  Expedition: 


Madeira 300 

Cape  de  Verde  Islands 60 

Brazil 980 

Patagonia  (Rio  Negro) 150 

Terra  del  Fuego 220 

Chile  and  Chilean  Andes 442 

Peru  and  Peruvian  Andes 820 

Tahiti 288 

Samoa,  or  Navigator  Islands 457 

New  Holland 789 

New  Zealand 398 

I/>rd  Auckland  Island 50 

Tongatabu   236 

Fiji  Islands 786 


Low  Coral  Islands  (in  all) 27 

Sandwich  Islands 883 

Oregon  country i,  218 

California 519 

Manila 381 

Singapore 80 

Mindanao 102 

Tulu  Islands 58 

Mangsi  Islands 80 

Cape  of  Good  Hope 330 

St.  Helena 20 


Total  number  of  species 9, 674 


The  number  of  seeds  brought  and  sent  home  by  the  Expedition  amounted  to  684 

species,  the  most  of  which  have  been  sent  all  over  the  country.     Several  cases  of  live 

plants  were  also  sent  home,  of  the  existence  of  which  there  are  no  traces.    The  live 

plants  brought  home  by  the  squadron  amounted  to  254  species,  and  these  now  form 

part  of  the  greenhouse  collection. 

Wm.  D.  Brackenridge. 
November,  1842. 


REPORT   OF    MR.    DANA. 

The  inadequacy  of  the  space  in  the  Hall  of  the  Patent  Office  at  present  allotted  for 
the  departments  of  geology  and  mineralogy,  becomes  daily  more  obvious,  as  the 
extent  of  our  collections  is  better  known.  The  spacious  hall  is  a  noble  one  for  the 
purpose  to  which  it  is  devoted;  but  so  many  distinct  sciences  claim  a  share  of  the 
room,  that  only  a  small  area  can  be  set  apart  for  any  one  of  them.  The  collections 
of  the  Exploring  Expedition  swell  out  beyond  our  expectations,  and  when  fully 
arranged  there  will  be  room  for  little  else. 

The  packages  of  mineral  and  geological  specimens  already  opened  occupy  three  of 
the  cases  in  the  Hall,  and  there  are  yet  seven  or  eight  boxes  untouched.  These 
Expedition  collections  include  suites  of  specimens  from  the  following  countries 
and  islands: 

1.  Brazil,  illustrating  especially  the  deposits  of  gold  and  gems  in  the  great  mining 
district  of  Minas  Geraes;  also  the  structure  of  the  country  about  Rio  Janeiro. 

2.  Rio  Negro,  Patagonia,  where  the  extensive  pampas  of  La  Plata,  and  the  Ter- 
tiary deposits  upon  which  they  rest,  afforded  us  a  series  of  interesting  specimens, 
exhibiting  the  character  of  these  great  prairies  of  the  south,  and  the  salt  lakes  that 
abound  over  them. 

3.  Orange  Bay,  Terra  del  Fuego,  where  terminates  the  great  chain  of  the  Andes. 
A  species  of  fossil  and  the  nature  of  the  rock  deposits,  appear  to  afford  sufficient 
evidence  of  the  similar  and  consentaneous  origin  of  this  portion  of  the  chain  with 
the  Andes  of  Chile  and  Peru. 

4.  Chile  and  the  Chilean  Andes.  The  mountains  were  twice  ascended  by  parties 
from  the  Expedition,  and  specimens  obtained,  in  addition  to  the  rocks  of  the  coast, 
and  ores  from  copper  mines. 

5.  Lima  and  the  Peruvian  Andes,  affording  us  gold  and  silver  ores.  The  summit 
of  the  Andes  was  passed  by  a  party  of  officers,  and  among  their  collections  is  a 
fossil  Ammonite,  a  large  extinct  species  of  shell,  obtained  at  a  height  of  16,000  feet. 


14-  Philippine  Islands,  a  region  of  granite  and  talcose  rocks,  sandstone,  shales,  and 
limestone,  with  mines  of  gold,  copper,  lead,  and  coal,  besides  containing  one  of  the 
largest  active  volcanoes  of  the  East  Indies,  and  many  extinct  ctaters,  boiling 
springs,  etc 

15.  Sooloo  Sea,  a  region  of  numberless  extinct  craters  or  volcanic  monntains  and 
abounding  in  coral  reefs. 

16.  Singapore. 

17.  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 

18.  St.  Helena. 

19.  Cape  Verde. 

20.  Island  of  Madeira,  mostly  consisting  of  basaltic  rocks,  tufas,  or  lavas,  and 
remarkable  for  the  grandeur  of  its  mountain  scenery,  and  the  richness  of  its  vegeta- 

31.  The  South  Shetlands,  which  afForded  large  masses  of  sal  ammoniac. 

31.  Rocks  aud  earth  from  the  Antarctic  land,  taken  from  icebergs  in  its  vicinity — 
principally  granite,  basalt,  and  a  red.  compact,  quartz  rock  or  sandstone. 

To  these  should  be  added  the  collections  from  numerous  coral  islands,  which  include 
not  only  specimens  of  dead  coral  rock,  the  maLeriiLl  of  the  islands,  but  also  various 
living  corals  now  growing  about  their  shores.  We  leave  the  corals  for  the  present, 
as  they  require  separate  remark. 

The  above  will  give  some  idea  of  the  interest  that  attaches  to  the  Expedition 
collection. 

Besides  the  three  cases  in  the  Hall,  to  which  I  have  alluded,  two  others  are  all 
that,  with  dne  regard  to  the  other  departments,  can  be  set  apart  for  the  sciences  of 
eology  and  mineralogy.     There  are  already  large  collections  of  minerals  waiting  to 
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be  arranged,  to  which  Colonel  Totten  has  generously  added  his  entire  cabinet^The 
extensive  collection  which  accompanied  tlie  Smithsonian  bequest  has  been  often 
noticed,  and  we  pass  it  by  without  further  remark  at  present  than  to  testify  to  the 
beauty  and  interest  of  its  specimens.  In  addition,  there  are  27  boxes  from  the  Iowa 
Territory,  enclosing  specimens  from  the  lead  and  copper  mines,  and  others  elucidating 
its  general  geological  structure,  collected  by  the  able  geologist  of  that  region,  Mr. 
D.  D.  Owen.  A  fine  suite  of  Ohio  fossils  has  been  received  from  Mr.  Locke,  of  Cin- 
cinnati, comprising  numerous  species  of  trilobites.  A  rare  collection  of  bones  of 
mammoth  size,  the  remains  of  a  megatherium,  an  extinct  animal,  was  lately  obtained 
at  Skiddaway  Isle,  Georgia,  and  y  the  liberty  of  Doctor  Screven,  of  Savannah,  are  now 
in  the  Hall.  Other  packages  have  been  received  from  M.  C.  Buck,  William  A.  Irvin, 
Robert  Brown,  Captain  R.  Latimore,  I).  A.  Buckley,  of  Jacksonville,  Illinois;  Fr. 
Markoe,  jr.,  of  Washington;  J.  M.  Allen,  of  Albany;  M.  Strong,  of  Vermont;  Martin 
Johnston,  Mr.  Ziegler,  Joseph  Willett,  of  Marylaml;  J.  I.  Greenough,  Professor  U. 
Parsons,  Mr.  Mecklin,  of  Maryland;  G.  R.  Gliddon,  consul  in  Egypt;  W.  L.  Ames, 
of  New  Jersey;  Doctor  J.  H.  Caustin,  C.  D.  Barton,  of  New  York  City;  William  M. 
Mitchell,  of  Virginia;  Doctor  I/iwis  Sayinsch,  and  O.  Root,  esq.,  of  Syracuse,  New 
York.  Specimens  are  constantly  arriving,  and  now,  after  the  late  circulars  issued 
by  the  several  Departments  of  Government  to  our  military  and  naval  officers  and 
consuls,  they  may  be  expected  in  still  greater  numbers. 

After  arranging  the  expedition  specimens,  there  will  be  one  case  and  a  part  of 
another  for  all  the  mineral  collection,  the  Iowa  geological  specimens,  and  the  many 
others  in  our  possesvsion.  W^ith  the  exception  of  the  minerals,  for  which  there  is 
scant  room,  the  whole  must  remain  closed. 

The  importance  of  these  sciences,  an<l  the  interest  of  the  country  in  its  mineral 
resources,  make  it  desirable  that  some  plan  like  the  following  should  be  adopted, 
and  as  soon  as  may  Iki  carried  into  execution:  There  should  l)e  a  complete  collection 
of  minerals,  systematically  arranged,  comprising  specimens  from  all  countries,  and 
illnstrating  fully  every  branch  of  the  science.  For  geology — in  the  collections  of 
which  are  included  rock  specimens,  fossils,  soils,  and  whatever  may  illustrate  the 
formation  of  our  glol)e,  the  changes  in  its  progress,  its  present  condition,  and  niin« 
eral  or  agricultural  resources — I  would  suggest  that,  in  addition  to  cases  for  foreign 
geology,  there  be  a  special  case  set  aside  for  each  State  in  the  Union,  to  contain 
specimens  of  all  its  productions,  niineralogical  and  geological.  This  plan  car- 
ried out,  a  single  walk  through  the  Hall  would  convey  the  information  of  years  of 
travel;  the  mineral  wealth  of  each  State  woul<l  Ix;  open  for  inspection,  and  the 
nature  of  their  productions  and  their  comparative  value  might  at  once  be  read  off. 
Those  interested  in  coal  explorations  would  find  here  the  series  of  rocks  which,  in 
other  States  or  regions,  are  associated  with  tliis  mineral  and  indicate  its  presence ;  and 
near  by  tliose  rocks  also  which  by  some  resemblance  have  so  often  led  to  fruitless 
explorations ;  the  true  and  the  false  might  Ixj  readily  compared,  and,  with  the  definite 
information  contained,  treatises  on  this  subject,  before  scarcely  intelligible,  could  be 
read  with  profit.  The  same  with  the  ores  of  iron,  copper,  lead,  gold,  silver,  etc.,  and 
the  various  materials  used  in  building,  soils,  etc. 

Such  an  arrangement,  embracing  within  its  plan  every  part  of  our  country,  will 
enlist  exertions  as  widely  extended ;  and  we  may  confidently  believe  that  the  titles 
New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Virginia,  etc.,  inscril>ed  on  the  respective  cases,  would  not 
long  stand  over  empty  shelves.  Indeed,  for  some  States,  a  second  and  a  third  case 
might  soon  be  required.  The  Iowa  case  could  now  l)e  filled  and  a  commencement 
might  be  made  with  the  case  for  New  York,  also  that  for  Ohio,  Virginia,  Maryland, 
Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island,  and  New  Jersey.  As  geological  surN-eys  are  in  progress 
in  many  States,  or  have  been  completed,  there  will  !)e  little  difficulty  in  general  in 
obtaining  complete  suites  for  the  National  Institute.  The  corals  in  the  Hall,  with  few 
exceptions,  were  received  from  the  Kxploring  ICxixidition.  The  collection  is  exten- 
sive and  possesses  peculiar  interest  inasnnich  as  the  si>ecies  are  mostly  from  seas  that 
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have  seldom  contributed  to  the  cabinets  of  this  or  any  country.  The  various  cruises 
of  the  vessels  among  the  numerous  Pacific  islands  afforded  unusual  opportunities  for 
the  collection  and  examination  of  these  singular  forms  of  animal  life,  and  much  that 
is  novel  has  been  brought  to  light  with  regard  to  the  structure  of  coral  islands,  the 
growth  of  corals,  the  nature  and  forms  of  the  animals  that  deposit  them  (of  which 
a  large  collection  of  drawings  has  been  made),  besides  discovering  many  new  species 
and  correcting  some  errors  in  former  descriptions.  The  number  of  species  brought 
home  is  not  less  than  250,  and  if  to  this  be  added  the  smaller  corallines  it  will 
amount  to  above  350,  besides  50  species  of  still  inferior  grade  of  organization,  the 
sponges.  The  corals  now  occupy  two  cases,  which  are  barely  sufficient  to  receive 
them.  A  separate  case  of  West  India  corals  might  soon  be  filled,  as  we  may  expect 
large  collections  through  the  exertions  of  the  officers  of  the  Navy  cruising  in  those 
seas.  It  would  be  quite  important  that  these  productions  from  the  opposite  sides  of 
our  globe,  the  Bast  and  West  Indies,  be  kept  separate. 

The  beauty  of  these  collections  is  sufficient  of  itself,  as  is  believed,  to  engage  the 
attention  and  more  than  a  passing  glance  or  hasty  word  of  admiration.  But  their 
interest  is  greatly  enhanced  when  it  is  considered  that  thousands  of  square  miles  of 
land  have  been  added  to  our  globe  by  the  labors  of  the  minute  coral  builder,  and 
that  seas  have  been  studded  with  islands  that  otherwise  would  have  remained  a  waste 
of  waters. 

Before  closing  this  communication  I  may  add  a  word  on  the  Crustacea  in  the  Hall, 
which  department  fell  into  my  hands  in  the  expedition  and  comes  under  my  charge 
also  at  the  Institute.  The  collection  now  arranged  includes  about  650  species,  nearly 
all  of  which  are  from  the  Exploring  Expedition.  The  whole  number  of  species  col- 
lected and  examined  during  our  cruise  is  not  far  from  1,000,  more  than  half  as  many 
as  the  whole  number  known.  Of  these,  500  and  upwards,  have  been  figured ;  and  not 
less  than  450  out  of  the  500  are  new  species,  Ijesides  many  others  in  the  collection  not 
yet  particularly  examined.  About  250  species  are  oceanic  and  belong  to  genera  of 
which  not  over  30  species  are  known,  affording,  as  is  thus  seen,  a  great  number  of 
novelties  to  be  brought  out  in  the  publications  of  the  Expedition.  The  most  of  these 
oceanic  species  are  microscopic,  generally  less  than  a  tenth  of  an  inch  in  length. 
Although  so  minute,  they  sometimes  swarm  in  such  numbers  as  to  give  a  red  tinge 
to  the  ocean  over  large  areas.  While  at  Valparaiso,  the  sea  for  miles  to  the  south- 
ward appeared  as  if  tinged  with  blood,  owing  to  the  myriads  of  these  minute  Crus- 
tacea. Some  species  are  so  transparent  that,  under  the  microscope,  all  the  processes 
of  vital  action,  the  motion  of  every  wheel  in  the  complex  organization  of  animal 
life  is  open  to  view,  exhibiting  many  novel  facts,  curious  and  important  to  the 
physiologist. 

The  arrangement  of  the  Expedition  specimens  may  be  completed  in  the  space  that 

we  now  occupy,  but  the  addition  of  such  American  and   foreign  specimens  as  will 

gradually  collect  around  this  nucleus  will  finally  extend  the  collection  over  double 

its  present  area. 

Very  respectfully, 

James  I).  Dana. 

NovKMBER,  1842. 


DEPARTMENT  OF  PHILOLOGY  AND  ETHNOGRAPHY. 

One  of  the  sciences  which  have  of  late  years  attracted  an  increasing  attention,  and 
one  which  from  its  subject  would  seem  to  claim  a  peculiar  regard,  is  what  may  be 
termed  the  Natural  History  of  the  Human  Race,  or,  as  some  have  named  it,  anthro- 
pology. It  divides  itself  naturally  into  various  branches,  possessing  di.stinct  names 
of  interest,  and  requiring  diflerent  methods  of  study.  One  of  them,  and  that,  perhaps, 
to  which  the  Institute  will  be  able  to  contribute  most  largely,  treats  of  the  manners 
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and  customs  of  the  various  nations  and  tribes  of  mankind,  as  indicating  the  char- 
acter and  the  grade  of  civilization  which  is  to  be  ascribed  to  them.  lYavelers  in 
Egypt  inform  us  that,  from  the  representations  of  objects  and  views  pictured  on  the 
monuments  of  that  country,  one  may  obtain  a  clear  and  probably  accurate  idea  of 
the  mode  of  life  of  the  ancient  inhabitants,  and  can  thence  form  a  better  conception 
of  their  national  characteristics  than  from  all  the  works  of  historians.  The  natives 
of  most  countries,  particularly  those  less  advanced  in  civilization,  possess  no  mon- 
uments of  this  kind,  which  may  be  copied  or  transported  into  our  midst,  like  those 
of  Egypt.  But  one  may  have  the  very  implements  and  manufactures  which  those 
pictiu-es  would  represent,  the  canoe  and  net  of  the  fisherman,  the  bow  and  javelin 
of  the  hunter,  the  spear  and  club,  the  helmet  and  buckler  with  which  the  warrior 
went  out  to  meet  his  enemy;  we  may  have  the  clothing,  the  domestic  utensils,  the  orna- 
ments for  the  dance — ^in  short,  enough  to  show  the  state  of  the  arts,  the  daily  habits, 
and  the  ideas  of  comfort  and  prosperity  existing  among  particular  people.  Among 
the  collections  of  the  Exploring  Expedition  deposited  with  the  Institute  will  be 
found  nearly  all  the  articles  of  native  manufacture  in  use  among  two  tribes  of  dis- 
tinct race,  the  New  Hollanders  and  the  Pijians;  those  of  the  former  number  about 
a  dozen,  while  the  latter  yield  several  hundreds.  A  single  glance  at  the  two  collec- 
tions will  give  a  clearer  idea  of  the  wide  difference  existing  between  these  tribes 
than  any  description. 

In  tracing  the  migrations  of  a  people  and  the  connections  of  distant  branches,  the 
comparison  of  arts  and  social  habits  may,  if  pursued  with  caution,  be  an  important 
guide.  A  person  knowing  nothing  of  our  language  or  history,  who  should  visit  the 
United  States,  after  having  traveled  in  Europe,  would  have  little  doubt  from  which 
country  of  the  latter  our  ancestors  proceeded.  Tlie  islands  of  the  Pacific  are  peo- 
pled by  two  distinct  races,  the  one  having  a  yellowish  brown  complexion,  with 
flowing  hair;  the  other  a  dusky  skin,  frizzled  or  wooly  hair,  and  features  approach- 
ing the  African  type.  There  is  not  in  the  climate  or  nature  of  the  islands  ^hieh 
they  respectively  inhabit  any  reason  why  their  habits  and  mental  characteristics 
should  differ.  Yet  we  find  that  the  art  of  pottery  and  the  use  of  the  bow  are 
common  to  all  the  islanders  of  the  latter  or  dark-skinned  race,  without  exception, 
while  they  are  entirely  imknown  to  the  former,  except  where  they  have  been  ac- 
quired in  late  times  from  the  other.  We  must,  therefore,  presume  that  these  arts  were 
brought  by  the  dusky  tribes  who  possess  them  from  the  original  seat  whence  they 
have  emigrated.  These  observations  will  show  that  the  articles  of  this  description 
preserved  by  the  Institute  are  not  to  be  regarded  merely  as  amusing  toys  or  as  objects 
of  idle  curiosity,  but  possess  an  important  scientific  value. 

Another  department  of  this  study  relates  to  the  physical  varieties  of  the  human 
race.  In  statins,  in  complexion,  in  the  nature  of  the  hair,  and  the  shape  of  the  cra- 
nium the  differences  that  prevail  between  various  tribes  are  very  striking.  Some 
have  supposed  it  possible  to  classify  all  these  varieties  under  these  principal  divi- 
sions or  races,  while  others  have  believed  them  to  be  so  numerous  and  to  fade  into 
one  another  by  such  insensible  gradations  as  to  set  all  classification  at  defiance. 
Still  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  every  distinct  people  possesses  a  peculiar  cast  of 
countenance  and  style  of  complexion  and  feature,  what  is  commonly  called  a 
national  physiognomy,  and  that  separate  tribes  and  nations,  descended  from  the  same 
stock,  preserve  in  their  physical  characteristics  the  traces  of  their  common  origin. 

Knowing,  as  we  do,  that  the  influence  of  climate  and  manner  of  life  is  powerful  in 
modifying  the  constitution  and  personal  appearance  of  those  subjected  to  it,  a  ques- 
tion of  the  highest  importance  arises  as  to  the  extent  to  which  this  modifying  power 
may  be  effective.  Some  have  supposed  that  all  the  peculiarities  which  distinguish 
the  varieties  of  mankind  have  had  their  origin  in  this  influence  of  climate  and 
social  habits,  while  others  have  considered  the  power  much  more  limited,  and  main- 
tain that  these  peculiarities  have  existed  unchanged  as  they  were  originally  stamped 
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on  the  progenitors  of  the  different  races.  These  opposite  views  are  supported  at  the 
present  day  by  writers  of  the  highest  authority,  and  as  the  question  is  evidently  one 
to  be  settled  not  by  reasoning  so  much  as  by  observation,  every  fact  bearing  on  this 
point  merits  to  be  recorded.  The  Institute  possesses  a  small  collection  of  crania, 
obtained  by  the  Exp[loring]  Expedition,  which  will  a£ford  some  useful  results,  and 
the  series  of  Indian  portraits  due  to  the  War  Department  may  be  considered,  in 
this  respect,  invaluable. 

A  third  division  of  this  study  is  comparative  philology  or  the  science  of  languages. 
Speech  has  been  called  the  first  and  highest  development  of  htmian  reason ;  it  is 
also  the  clue  by  which  we  trace  more  evenly  than  by  any  other  means,  the  affiliation 
of  tribes  and  the  relationship  which  exists  between  different  nations.  By  the  com- 
parison of  languages  we  can  prove  that  nearly  all  the  nations  of  Europe — whether 
of  Celtic,  or  Latin,  or  German,  or  Sclavonic  origin — are  not  only  closely  allied  one  to 
another,  but  belong  to  the  same  stock  with  the  inhabitants  of  Persia  and  Hindustan. 
By  the  same  means  we  ascertain  that  a  race  of  Malay  origin  has  peopled  all  the 
islands  of  Polynesia.  Modem  philologists  have  discovered  that  the  natives  of  Amer- 
ica, from  the  arctic  sea  to  Cape  Horn,  speak  languages  which,  though  dissimilar  in 
words,  possess  a  striking  grammatical  resemblance — like  different  metals  cast  in  the 
same  mould. 

In  the  purauit  of  this  interesting  study,  the  importance  of  obtaining  vocabularies 
of  the  languages  spoken  by  secluded  or  newly  discovered  tribes  is  easily  seen. 
Manuscript  works  in  language  of  which  little  is  known  are  also  of  great  value  for 
the  investigation  of  their  grammatical  structures,  and  the  collection  of  East  Indian 
manuscripts  brought  home  by  the  Exploring  Expedition  may  be  signaled  as  possess- 
ing unusual  interest.  The  Institute  is  not  less  indebted  to  Mr.  Stephens  for  the 
monumental  slabs  from  Central  America,  covered  with  those  remarkable  hierogljrph- 
ics,  which  are  now  awaiting  the  appearance  of  some  new  Champollin  to  unfold 
their  mysterious  purport. 

In  search  of  these  departments  of  ethnographical  science,  all  persons  whose  pur- 
suits bring  them  in  contact  with  many  varieties  of  one  kind,  and  in  particular  the 
officers  of  the  navy  in  foreign  stations,  have  an  opportunity,  by  obtaining  and  trans- 
mitting articles  of  native  workmanship — crania  or  mummies  of  particular  tribes,  and 
vocabularies  or  manuscripts  of  languaj^es  little  known — to  add  materials  to  the  gen- 
eral stock,  which  may  hereafter  be  of  invaluable  service  to  the  scientific  investigator. 

H.  HAI.E. 
November,  1842. 


OUTLINES      OF      THE      ETHNOGRAPHICAL      COLLECTIONS,       CHIEFLY 

FROM   THE   EXPLORING    EXPEDITION. 

NEW   HOLLAND. 

Buckles,  or  small  narrow  shields. 

Boomerangs,  the  singular  missile,  often  described. 

Waddies  or  clubs. 

The  throwing  stick,  adjutant  for  throwing  javelins. 

Beads  or  wampum,  made  of  the  stem  of  a  grass,  etc. 

FIJI   ISLANDvS. 

War  clubs  of  various  patterns,  and  the  small  war  clubs  used  as  a  missile. 

Bows  and  arrows,  slings. 

Spears,  l)oth  for  war  and  fishing. 

Wooden  idols,  oracles,  headdress  of  priest,  sacred  cava  cup,  etc. 

Wigs,  combs,  turbans,  etc. 
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Pateras  or  cava  bowls,  dishes,  etc. 
Matting,  and  baskets  of  various  patterns. 
Pottery— water  vessels  and  for  cooking. 

Musical  instruments,  consisting  of  Pandean  pipes,  nose  flutes,  war  conch,  and 
drum. 

Mosquito  nets,  fans,  fly  brushes,  wooden  pillows. 

Stone  adzes. 

Fishing  nets  and  lines,  cordage,  etc. 

Dresses  for  females,  of  various  and  some  brilliant  colors. 

Armlets  and  necklaces  in  great  variety,  neck  ornaments,  headbands. 

Tapa,  or  cloth,  also  of  great  variety  of  patterns  in  the  stained  figures. 

SAMOA  ISI^NDS  AND  TONGATABU. 

These  islands,  in  common  with  the  other  Polynesians,  have  evidently  derived  their 
arts  mostly  from  the  Fijis.    Their  implements  as  we  recede  become  less  numerous, 
with  often  much  diversity  in  the  model.     I  note  only- 
Arrows  for  catching  pigeons,  of  the  Samoa  Islands. 
Models  of  the  single  canoe. 

Models,  large,  double  Tonga  canoe,  used  for  distant  sea  voyages. 
Rasps  of  shark's  skin,  for  working  wood,  common  to  many  Polynesian  islands. 

TAHITI. 

We  obtained  very  few  things  at  Tahiti,  where  native  implements  are  becoming 
rare.     We  saw  no  weapons  of  the  original  stamps. 

SANDWICH  ISI«ANDS. 

The  same  remarks  apply  in  a  good  measure  to  this  group.  Native  ingenuity  dis- 
appears when  brought  in  contact  with  civilized  man,  and  with  a  knowledge  of 
money  the  bark-beaten  cloth  of  the  South  Seas  gives  place  to  calico  at  lo  cents  a 
yard.    We  obtain  here,  however,  more  extensive  collections.     I  mention  only — 

The  large  calabashes,  used  as  baskets  to  carry  burdens,  and  found  so  convenient 
by  all  travelers. 

Tapa,  in  imitation  of  European  patterns. 

Models  of  canoe. 

Feather  ornaments — the  yellow  is  the  favorite  color  here.^ 

MARQUESAS  ISI^NDS. 

Specimens  of  the  ingenious  carving  of  these  islanders,  procured  many  years  ago, 
were  presented  by  Mr.  Demester. 

IX>W  OR  POMOTEE  ARCHIPBI«AGO. 

These  lonely  coral  reefs  present  attractions  only  for  this  amphibious  race  of 
people.  Implements  of  the  same  pattern  with  other  Polynesian,  but  much  ruder. 
There  is  no  longer  any  stone  for  hatchets,  and  a  piece  of  shell  is  substituted,  while 
a  crooked  root  serves  for  a  handle.  There  is  no  bark  suitable  for  making  cloth  or 
tapa,  and  their  clothing  consists  exclusively  of  matting. 

PBNRHYNS  ISI.AND. 

The  same  remarks  will  apply  to  Penrhyns  Island,  with  its  wild  and  impetuous 
inhabitants;  but,  being  covered  with  cocoanut  trees,  it  is  much  more  populous,  and 
the  implements  obtained  show  neater  workmanship. 
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NSW  ZKAI«AND. 

Still  Pol3mesian,  but  much  variation  in  the  style  of  their  manufactures  and  orna- 
mental carving.    Their  cloaks,  made  of  New  Zealand  flax,  a  beautiful  article. 

Neck  ornaments  of  green-colored  stone  or  jade.  The  thin,  slender  club,  or  wooden 
sword  (used  with  both  hands),  almost  their  only  weapon  prior  to  the  introduction  of 
firearms,  etc. 

KINGSMII^I,  ISI^ANDS. 

A  remarkable  change  in  most  things  from  the  Polynesians.  Long-pronged  spears 
set  with  sharks'  teeth ;  as  likewise  swords  of  different  lengths.  Woven  coats^  of  mail 
and  cuirasses  for  protection.  A  porcupine  fish  for  a  cap.  Natural  fishhooks  of 
crooked  roots,  etc.  A  very  large  and  interesting  collection  of  the  implements  of 
these  coral  islands  was  lost  in  the  Peacock, 

BAST  INDIBS. 
Models  of  Malay  proas. 
Krisses  or  seymetars,  spears  and  shield,  battle-axes,  musical  instruments. 

TBRRA  DEI,  FUBGO. 

The  collection  is  nearly  complete,  though  the  articles  are  so  few  in  number. 

Bows  and  arrows,  the  latter,  singularly  enough,  the  most  beautiful  we  have  met 
with— flint  head. 

Bone-headed  fish  spears,  likewise  bearing  a  strong  analogy  to  those  of  our  northern 
Indians. 

Seal-skin  quivers,  slings,  paddles,  and  necklaces. 

PBRU. 

Our  collection  of  antiquities  is  quite  respectable ;  pottery,  cloth,  nets,  plastering, 
etc.,  from  the  ancient  graves.  I  must  also  particularize  the  headdress  of  "the  last 
of  the  lucas,"  presented  by  Mr.  Sweetzer. 

OREGON  AND  NORTHWESTERN  COAST. 

Our  collections  here  were  full. 

Paddles,  models  of  canoes,  etc. ,  some  of  former  ornamented  with  different  colors. 

Carved  combs,  the  conical,  woven,  and  painted  hat  (the  same  pattern  is  used 
throughout  East  India). 

Bows  and  arrows,  the  heads  of  bone,  flint,  and  now  iron  ;  almost  their  only  weapon, 
except  now  knives. 

Various  grotesque  wooden  masks. 

Dice,  made  of  beaver's  teeth,  wooden  decoy-duck. 

Moilel  of  cradle  showing  the  mode  of  flattening  the  cranium,  for  which  the  Chi- 
nooks  are  vso  famous. 

Model  of  fastening  a  child  to  a  board  and  carrying  on  horseback. 

Pipes  of  wood  and  bone,  imitating  steamboat,  houses,  and  other  fashions  of  civi- 
lization. 

Stone  pipes,  representing  grotesque  figures  of  original  pattern. 

Carved  stone  saucers,  some  well  worthy  the  attention  of  those  who  think  genius 
only  the  offspring  of  civilization. 

Ornaments  of  dentalium  shells ;  snowshoes. 

Blankets  and  belts,  of  native  weaving. 

Feather  blankets. 

Cloaks  of  vegetable  fiber  ;  much  after  the  New  Zealand  pattern. 

Leather  or  buckskin  dresses,  moccasins,  belts,  etc. 

Beautiful  membrane  cloaks,  and  baidare  (covered  skin  canoes)  of  farther  north. 
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CAUPORNIA. 

A  race  of  different  origin  is  seen  in  the  different  style  of  manufactures,  ornaments, 
and  woven  baskets  for  canying  water  and  cooking ;  others  richly  ornamented  with 
feathers,  plumes,  ear  ornaments,  beadwork. 

Bows  and  arrows  of  the  usual  American  pattern ;  war  spears  headed  with  bone. 

Feather  dress  for  a  sort  of  priest  or  devil. 

The  arrow-proof  cuirass  and  hemispherical  cap  of  the  Shasta  Indians. 

C.  Pickering. 

NovBMBKR,  1842. 

REPORT   UPON   THE    DRAWINOS    MADE    BY  MESSRS.  DRAYTON   AND 

AOATE. 

Through  the  labors  of  the  artists,  Messrs.  Dra3rton  and  Agate,  in  connection  with 
the  literary  and  scientific  duties  of  the  other  officers,  the  journals  of  the  Expedition 
are  of  two  kinds — the  written  and  the  pictorial,  and,  although  the  former  is  neces- 
sarily the  more  complete,  yet  the  latter  in  consequence  of  the  industry  of  those  gen- 
tlemen and  the  large  nimiber  and  faithfulness  of  the  sketches  made,  would  of  itself 
give  a  very  thorough  account  of  the  islands  and  races  we  have  seen ;  and  in  many 
respects  far  more  detailed  and  satisfactory  descriptions  than  is  possible  with  the  pen. 
The  scenery  of  the  islands,  their  mountains  and  forests,  their  villages,  with  interior 
and  exterior  views  of  the  huts  or  houses  of  both  chiefs  and  common  people,  spirit 
houses  or  temples,  war  implements,  fortifications,  household  utensils,  tools,  canoes, 
the  natives  sitting  in  council,  dressed  and  painted  for  war,  the  domestic  scenes  of  the 
villages,  costumes,  tattooing,  modes  of  cooking,  eating,  drinking  cava,  taking  and 
curing  fish,  swimming,  gambling,  and  other  amusements,  war  dances,  club  dances, 
jugglery,  and  numerous  other  particulars  illustrating  the  modes  of  life,  habits,  and 
customs  of  the  various  tribes  inhabiting  the  islands  or  countries  visited,  have  been 
sketched  with  fidelity.  Indeed,  nothing  escaped  their  pencil  when  time  was  allowed, 
and  the  series  of  sketches  when  finished — for  many  were  necessarily  left  in  outline — 
will  be  more  instructive  and  interesting  than  the  highest  literary  abilities  could 
render  the  joiu-nal  of  the  voyage.  One  pictiu*e  by  Mr.  Agate,  representing  a  temple 
on  a  newly  discovered  island,  and  the  cocoanut  grove  about  it,  containing  on  one 
side,  three  or  four  half-naked  savages  starting  in  affright  from  an  officer  who  is  just 
beginning  to  puff  a  cigar,  and  is  pouring  the  volumes  of  smoke  from  his  mouth,  the 
impression  of  such  a  scene  can  not  be  conveyed  in  words,  nor  the  idea  it  gives  of  the 
ignorance  and  superstition  of  the  savage.  The  portraits  are  niunerous,  and  are 
not  merely  general  sketches,  but  accurate  likenesses  of  particular  individuals — so 
faithful,  indeed,  although  but  the  work  of  a  few  minutes  in  the  hands  of  our  skillful 
artists,  that  the  natives  would  cry  out  with  surprise  the  name  of  the  individual  when 
a  sketch  was  shown  them. 

Besides  historical  and  ethnographical  drawings,  the  sketches  of  objects  in  natural 
history  are  very  numerous;  and  they  embrace  all  departments  of  natural  science, 
including  some  geological  sketches.  The  variety  and  beauty  of  marine  animals  in 
the  coral  setis  of  the  Pacific  are  beyond  description.  Like  birds  in  our  forests,  fish 
of  rich  colors  and  strange  forms  sport  among  the  coral  groves;  and  various  mollusca — 
animals  low  in  the  scale  of  organization — cover  the  bottom  with  living  fiowers.  A 
new  world  of  beings  is  here  opened  to  an  inhabitant  of  our  cold  climate,  and  many 
of  these  productions  are  so  unlike  the  ordinary  forms  of  life  that,  but  for  our  eyes, 
we  could  scarcely  believe  in  their  existence.  Many  of  them  are  among  the  most 
brilliant  and  beautiful  objects  drawn  and  colored  by  Mr.  Drayton.  Among  the  geo- 
logical sketches  by  Mr.  Drayton  the  representations  of  the  great  crater  of  Lua  Pele, 
especially  the  night  scenes  of  its  boiling  lakes  of  lava,  are  highly  valuable.  There  is 
probably  no  volcano  in  the  world  where  the  processes  of  volcanic  action  are  more 


speaking. 

On  neaiing  land  the  artlBts  were  besides  emploTed  in  drawing  headlands,  and  of 
them  there  are  nearly  500  in  addition  to  the  other  sketches. 
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Catalogue  skotoing  the  nufuber  of  birds,  quadrupeds,  reptiles,  fishes,  etc. ,  prepared 
in  the  rooms  of  the  National  InstUuU, 

Birds  from  the  exploring  expedition 471 

Birds  from  South  America  and  other  foreign  parts 66 

Birds  presented  by  the  Jardin  du  Roi,  Paris 87 

Birds  of  North  America 276 

Quadrupeds  from  the  exploring  expedition 36 

Qnadmpeds  from  United  States  and  other  parts 49 

75 

Keptilea  from  the  exploring  expedition,  etc 66 

Fishes  bom  the  expl<Hing  expedition,  etc 48 


There  remain  probably  300  bird  skins  to  be  set  np,  brought  by  the  exploring 
expedition,  and  about  3a  quadrupeds,  some  of  laige  size.  This  is  exclusive  of  an 
Immense  number  of  dujdicate  specimens. 


Andrew  Ellicott. 
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NOTE  C. 

REMARKS    SUBMITTED    TO    THE    HONORABLE  MR.  TATALKER  BY  MR. 

MARKOE  AND  COLONEL  ABERT. 

In  conformity  with  the  desire  you  expressed,  that  we  should  put  on  paper  the 
substance  of  our  conversation  with  you  on  certain  matters  connected  with  the  Insti- 
tute, we  submit  the  following  to  your  consideration : 

There  are  several  points  which,  to  our  experience  and  reflections,  are  essential  to 
the  prosperity  of  the  Institute,  and  to  the  great  objects  for  which  it  was  chartered. 
These  are: 

ist.  That  the  Institute  should  be  the  organ  of  the  Government  in  the  arrangement 
and  preservation  of  the  collections,  and  in  the  supervision  of  the  appropriations 
which  the  Government  may  make  for  those  purposes. 

2d,  That  the  Institute  should  have  the  power  of  disposing  of  all  duplicates  by 
a  system  of  exchanges  with  otlier  institutes,  or  with  States,  or  with  individuals. 

As  all  the  Government  collections  are  placed  under  the  care  of  the  Institute,  and 
as  all  the  collections  which  have  been  made,  or  will  hereafter  be  made  by  the  Insti- 
tute, must,  by  its  charter,  eventually  become  the  property  of  the  Government,  the 
necessity  of  a  harmonious  and  intimate  intercourse  between  the  Institute  and  the 
Government  seems,  to  our  judgment,  self-evident.  This  idea  is  clearly  maintained 
in  the  charter  of  the  Institute,  which  makes  the  six  heads  of  the  different  Govern- 
ment Departments,  six  of  its  Directors. 

But  the  nominal  charge  which  the  Institute  now  has,  of  the  collections,  amounts  to 
nothing,  and  the  same  may  be  said  of  the  very  slight  and  extremely  indirect  influ- 
ence which  it  has  been  allowed  to  exercise  over  the  Government  expenditures  for 
the  preservation  and  arrangement  of  the  collections.  At  present  there  are  three 
controlling  or  operating  powers  over  tliese  subjects :  First,  the  Library  Committee 
of  Congress ;  second,  the  Navy  Department ;  and  third,  the  Institute ;  but  of  this 
last,  its  influence  is  so  slight,  if  it  can  be  said  to  have  any,  that  it  would  be  too 
much  to  say  it  is  either  felt  or  acknowledged.  Such  a  divided  state  of  control  can 
not  fail  to  operate  injuriously  upon  persons  employed  and  upon  their  duties,  as  it 
is  difficult  to  say  who  is  their  head,  who  shall  direct  or  superintend  their  operations, 
or  who  shall  decide  upon  the  propriety  of  expenditures,  and  to  whom  they  are 
accountable. 

It  is  clear,  to  our  judgment,  that  the  desired  and  necessary  control  can  not  well 
be  exercised  by  the  Library  Committee.  This  committee  can  not  be  considered  as 
present,  upon  an  average,  for  more  than  six  months  of  each  year;  and  when  present 
the  legislative  functions  of  its  members  must  occupy  each  the  greater  part  of  their  time 
and  minds.'  It  is  equally  clear  that  these  powers  can  not  be  well  exercised  by  the 
Navy  Department.  In  addition  to  its  other  various  and  highly  important  duties, 
there  is  no  kindred  occupation  in  any  of  its  interesting  functions  which  would  give 
to  it  the  means  of  judging  of  the  proper  occupation  of  the  persons  employed  upon 
the  collections,  or  of  the  propriety  or  appropriateness  of  any  expenditiu-e  which  may 
be  made;  nor  can  it  devote  the  time  requisite  to  superintend  either  occupations  or 
expenditures.  Under  such  circumstances  siuT)rise  should  not  be  created  if  disap- 
pointment were  to  be  experienced  in  reference  to  anticipated  results  from  Govern- 
ment patronage.  The  Institute,  as  before  remarked,  possessing  neither  influence 
or  authority,  can  exercise  no  control;  and  although  it  may,  as  a  consequence,  be 
free  from  responsibility,  it  can  not,  in  our  opinion,  be  exempt  from  serious  anxieties, 

« This  committee  also  expires  on  the  4th  of  every  other  March,  and  in  consequence 
it  can  exercise  no  control,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  until  after  the  election  of  a 
new  committee  at  the  ensuing  December  session  of  Congress, 


the  heads  of  the  Government  Departmenta,  ex  officio  directors,  and  six  are  elected 
annually  from  the  body  of  members.  Now,  as  it  is  hardly  within  the  verge  of  pos- 
sibility that  the  preddent,  vice-president,  secretaries,  and  treasurer  of  the  Institute 
will  be  filled  by  any  other  than  men  of  known  fitness  and  good  character,  so  is  it 
impossible  that  eleven  (adding  the  six  ex  o/JIcto  directors),  a  majority  of  the  board, 
can  fail  to  deserve  the  fullest  confidence  of  the  Government.  Then  if  we  look  to  the 
six  elected  directors  and  reflect  for  a  moment  upon  the  palpable  and  decided  inter- 
ests of  the  Institute,  and  upon  the  vocations  of  its  members,  it  is  a  probability  so 
remote  that  it  may  be  considered  an  impossibility  that  a  great  majority  of  this 
board  of  management  can  ever  be  other  than  persons  deserving  of  confidence,  holding 
important  public  places  and  in  the  employ  of  Government. 

Now,  then,  if  the  Government  were  to  place  the  control  of  its  collections  and  <A 
the  appropriations  for  arranging  and  preserving  them  under  this  "  board  of  manage- 
ment," it  would  be  placing  its  property  and  funds  where  all  its  other  property  and 
funds  are  placed,  namely,  under  its  own  officers  and  under  accustomed  and  long- 
established  responsibilities.  But  theseoflicers  are  also  officers  of  the  Institute;  there- 
fore, to  place  this  property  under  that  board  would  also  be  to  place  it  under  the 
Institute. 

■Since  this  paper  was  written  a  new  election  of  directors  has  taken  place,  namely, 
on  the  ajth  January,  1843,  when  the  Honorable  Mr.  Walker  was  chosen  in  the  place 
of  the  Honorable  Mr.  Preston,  who  could  no  longer  attend,  and  Commodore  Maury, 
of  the  Navy,  was  chQKt)  V\  the  place  of  Commodore  Warrington,  who  was  unwilling 
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Upon  this  plan  the  Institute  would  be  made  to  ftdfiU  the  objects  of  its  ox^ganiza- 
tion,  the  most  appropriate  organ  would  be  selected  by  the  Government,  and  the 
Government  would,  in  the  persons  of  its  own  officers,  retain  its  just  control  over 
its  own  property. 

If  it  should  be  said  that  this  board  of  management  can  be  controlled  by  directors 
of  the  Institute,  the  answer  is  easy.  It  would  be  worse  than  idle  for  the  Institute 
to  come  in  conflict  with  the  Government  or  hazard  a  loss  of  its  confidence,  and  it  is 
not  fair  to  suppose,  against  all  experience,  that  the  small  portion  of  common  sense 
necessary  to  avoid  such  a  consequence  would  not  be  possessed  by  the  Institute  or 
that  it  would  be  unmindful  of  its  own  palpable  interests. 

Moreover,  if  this  board  of  management  should  be  required  to  lay  a  statement  of 
its  proceedings  annually  before  Congress,  it  would  be  held  to  the  established  respon- 
sibility of  the  different  Government  Departments,  and  be  subject,  like  those,  to  have 
its  course  and  conduct  investigated  and  corrected. 

Such  a  plan  would  also  preserve  that  union  between  the  Government  and  the  Insti- 
tute collections  so  desirable  and  so  essential  to  the  prosperity  of  both. 

It  has  been  intimated  to  us  that  there  was  a  desire  to  separate  these  and  to  form 
a  distinction  between  the  Exploring  Squadron  and  the  Institute  collections.  A  course 
more  fatal  to  the  prosperity  of  both  collections  and  to  the  g^at  objects  for  which 
the  Institute  was  chartered,  could  not  well  have  been  imagined. 

All  the  collections  in  the  care  of  the  Institute,  from  whatever  sources  received,  are 
either  now  the  property  of  the  Government  or  must,  by  our  charter,  eventually  be- 
come so.  They  are  the  results  of  various  donations  from  foreign  ministers  and  con- 
suls abroad ;  from  foreign  institutions  and  foreign  governments ;  donations  from 
domestic  institutions  and  from  citizens  of  our  own  country ;  donations  from  officers 
of  our  Army  and  Navy,  the  results  of  the  official  circulars  from  the  War  and  Navy 
Departments ;  and  deposits  from  individuals  and  from  the  different  departments  at 
Washington.  Let  the  opinion  once  get  abroad  that  contributions  from  these  various 
sources  are  not  to  receive  from  the  protecting  hand  of  the  Government  that  atten- 
tion which  their  preservation  and  arrangement  require;  let  it  once  be  supposed 
that  all  these  are  to  be  neglected  and  those  only  of  the  Exploring  Squadron  to  be  cared 
for,  and  the  consequence  will  soon  be  felt  by  the  degenerating  of  the  collection  from 
a  great  and  increasing  storehouse  of  all  that  our  own  and  other  countries  can 
furnish,  to  that  of  a  small  museum,  forever  limited  to  the  results  of  the  Exploring 
Squadron. 

Far  be  it  from  our  intention,  by  these  remarks,  to  undervalue  the  collection  from 
the  Squadron.  We  are  too  sensible  of  its  excellence  and  too  conscious  of  the  aid  it 
has  been  to  the  Institute  to  entertain  any  such  idea,  and  we  fully  and  most  highly 
appreciate  the  intelligent  labor  and  industry  of  its  collectors.  But  its  specimens 
neither  exhaust  our  admiration  or  our  wants,  nor  render  us  insensible  to  the  highly 
valuable  and  continually  increasing  supplies  from  other  sources,  nor  relieve  us  from 
the  conviction  that  upon  other  sources  we  must  principally  rely,  if  our  desire  be  to 
extend  the  collection  to  a  point  worthy  of  the  national  character  or  of  comparison 
with  similar  institutions  in  other  countries. 

In  justice  to  the  Institute  it  should  also  be  borne  in  niind  that  but  for  its  efforts 
these  very  specimens  from  the  Exploring  Squadron  would  have  been  scattered,  we 
know  not  where;  and  but  for  those  efforts  the  scientific  describer  might  have  searched 
in  vain  for  a  specimen  upon  which  to  found  a  description  or  to  prove  a  discovery. 
It  is  to  the  Institute,  chiefly,  that  those  who  gathered  these  specimens  are  indebted 
for  the  present  collected  results  of  their  great  industry  and  intelligence. 

Second.  The  next  matter  which  we  desire  to  bring  to  your  notice  is  the  right  of 
disposing  of  duplicate  specimens.  Oiu*  efforts  to  exchange  have  been  paralyzed  for 
the  want  of  this  right.    The  Institute  is  now  seriously  indebted  to  foreign  govern' 
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ments,  to  foreign  and  domestic  institutions,  and  to  individuals,  on  the  principle  of 
exchanges,  because  the  Institute  has  not  the  right  to  dispose  of  specimens,  although 
its  cases  are  loaded  with  duplicates.  The  collections  of  the  Government  being  placed 
in  the  Institute  on  deposit,  the  committee  upon  exchanges  have  not  felt  themselves 
at  liberty  to  use  a  specimen.  We  have  heard  with  extreme  regret  that  it  is  con- 
templated to  give  all  duplicates  back  to  the  collectors.  Such  a  course,  in  our  opinion, 
would  be  ruinous  in  the  extreme,  as  it  would  destroy  one  of  the  great  means  of 
increasing  the  collection  by  a  system  of  exchanges.  And  as  these  collectors  were 
amply  paid  for  their  labors,  we  can  see  no  reason  for  such  a  course  in  justice  or 
equity.  Nor  can  we  believe  that  such  a  course  is  desired  by  the  scientific  corps  of 
the  Expedition,  for,  while  other  men  of  science  are  daily  making  collections,  at  their 
own  expense,  and  sending  them  to  the  Institute,  many  as  presents,  some  in  expecta- 
tation  of  exchanges,  it  would  place  the  gentlemen  of  this  corps  low  in  the  scale  of  con- 
tributors to  science  if,  after  having  been  so  long  and  so  liberally  paid  for  their  labors, 
they  should  yet  desire  the  result  of  these  labors  to  be  given  back  to  them.  Moreover, 
we  have  understood  that  by  far  the  greater  number  of  these  specimens  were  actually 
bought  by  the  collectors  from  funds  furnished  by  the  United  States.  We  can  see, 
therefore,  no  reason  whatever  that  they  should  be  returned  unless  the  Government 
is  disposed  to  abandon  all  idea  of  forming  an  enlarged  scientific  and  interesting 
National  Museum. 

From  our  remarks,  then,  it  will  appear  that,  in  our  judgment,  there  are  serious 
defects  in  the  present  condition  of  affairs  which  require  to  be  remedied:  one,  in  the 
absence  of  a  responsible  and  adequate  supervision  of  the  arrangement  and  preserva- 
tion of  the  collections  and  of  the  persons  and  expenditures  in  reference  thereto;  the 
other,  in  the  absence  of  authority  to  dispose  of  duplicates.  These  defects  can  be 
properly  remedied  only  by  legislative  provision. 

We  desire  it  to  be  distinctly  understood  that  our  reasoning  has  no  reference  to  the 
publication  of  the  results  of  the  voyage,  but  is  limited  solely  to  the  preservation, 
arrangement,  and  exhibition  of  the  collections.  We  think,  however,  that  the  Insti- 
tute might  also  be  able  to  give  acceptable  opinions,  even  in  reference  to  the  publica- 
tion— its  fonn  and  style  of  execution.  But  as  there  is  an  anxiety  to  possess  this  power 
by  others,  and  as  it  is  already  placed  elsewhere,  we  do  not  seek  to  interfere  with  it, 
not  doubting  that  in  all  its  parts  it  will  equal  similar  publications  by  other  govern- 
ments, and  justify  the  anticipations  which  are  now  entertained  of  it  by  the  learned 
world. 

Having  thus  expressed  our  general  views  on  these  several  su])jects,  we  will  con- 
clude by  an  effort  to  condense  them  in  a  manner  that  will  admit  of  their  being  incor- 
porated in  a  law. 

This  law  shoiild,  in  our  opinion,  contain  ])rovisions  investinj^ — 

First.  The  l)oard  of  managers  of  the  National  Institute  with  the  custody  of  all  the 
Government  collections  which  have  been  received  or  which  may  hereafter  be  received 
from  the  Ivxplorin^  Squadron  or  other  sources,  with  authority  to  make  all  necessary 
arrangements  to  preserve  or  exhibit  the  same,  to  regulate,  under  the  su])ervisi()n  of 
the  President  of  the  I'nited  vStates,  the  number  and  compensations  of  j)ersons  employctl 
on  said  duties,  and  to  sui)erintend  the  i)ublic  disbursements  in  relation  thereto. 

Second.  To  authorize  the  said  ]K)ard  to  exchange  any  of  the  duplicates  of  said  col- 
lections with  other  institutions,  or  with  State  collections,  or  with  individuals;  and 
to  require  the  board  annually  to  Iny  before  the  President  of  the  United  States,  to  be 
by  him  laid  before  Congress,  a  full  account  of  their  proceedings  under  this  law. 

Third.  To  direct  the  Siiid  board  to  furnish  to  the  persons  who  shall  be  emi)loyed  in 
thcwriting  or  publication  of  the  voyage  and  discoveries  of  the  Kxploring  vSquadron 
all  desired  facilities.' 


'  Copied  from  original  draft  of  Colonel  Abert. 


Oto,a,  WrLL,.„  Fe.thtoto,„, 
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NOTE  D. 

Washington,  March  10^  1843. 
Hon.  Robert  J.  Walkbr, 

United  States  Senator, 

Dear  Sir  :  We  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  Senate  Document  No.  233,  of 
the  28th  ultimo,  being  a  report  made  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Tappan,  as  from  the  Joint 
Committee  of  Congress  on  the  Library,  to  which  had  been  referred  **A  bill  for  the 
preservation  of  the  collection  of  natural  curiosities  furnished  by  the  Exploring  Squad- 
ron, and  from  other  sources,"  together  with  ''remarks  submitted  by  Mr.  Markoe  and 
Colonel  Abert." 

The  **  remarks*'  to  which  the  **  report**  refers  were  made,  as  you  will  recollect, 
and,  as  is  distinctly  stated  in  the  first  paragraph  of  them,  at  your  request,  were  intended 
to  satisfy  your  mind  of  the  propriety  of  the  measure  we  vrished  you  to  befriend,  and 
were  addressed  to  you  not  only  as  the  well-known  friend  and  advocate  of  the  Insti- 
tute, but  also  as  the  chairman  of  one  of  its  important  committees,  and  as  a  director 
and  consequently  member  of  the  IxMird  of  management.  They  passed  into  the 
hands  of  the  committee,  of  which  Mr.  Tappan  is  a  member,  without  any  desire  on 
our  part,  and  without  our  knowledge  (certainly,  however,  with  no  unwillingness 
that  they  should  be  read  by  the  whole  world),  and,  under  these  circumstances,  we 
respectfully  submit  to  you  whether  the  attack  uf>on  us  by  the  Hon.  Senator  has  not 
been  as  unprovoked  as  a  referenceto  our  remarks  ■v^'ill  prove  it  to  have  been  unmerited. 

We  can  not  suppose,  as  Mr.  Tappan  supposes,  that  you  had  not  read  our  "remarks** 
before  you  laid  them  before  the  Library'  Committee ;  and  therefore  take  it  for  granted 
that  you  did  not  perceive  the  "direct  insult**  to  the  committee  which  is  so  palpable 
to  Mr.  Tappan,  or  you  would  not  have  consented  to  l)e  the  medium  tlirough  which 
the  insult  was  conveyed.  On  the  contrary,  we  have  ever>'  reason  to  suppose  that 
you  had  made  yourself  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  character  and  scope  of  our 
"remarks** — remarks  hastily  put  together,  and  meant  to  afford  hints  and  memoranda 
for  your  consideration  and  use,  to  illustrate  the  necessity  or  advantage  of  the 
measure  recommended.  They  were  certainly  not  intended  or  calculated  to  give 
offense  in  any  quarter.  We  will  therefore  occupy  your  time  by  pointing  to  two  para- 
graphs only  of  the  "  report"  which  we  quote  in  answer  to  two  serious  allegations 
made  against  us  by  the  Hon.  Senator.  You  will  judge  whether  they  have  any  just 
foundation. 

Mr.  Tappan  says:  "The  case  presents  two  officers  of  the  Government,  one  at  the 
head  of  a  bureau,  the  other  a  clerk  in  one  of  the  public  offices,  who  ask  as  a  matter 
of  right  that  they  should  have  the  supervision  of  a  very  important  literary  and  scien- 
tific work,  the  publication  of  which  Congress  has  thought  projxir  to  intrust  to  one 
of  its  regular  committees.** 

We  must  deny  that  any  such  case  is  presentc<l,  or  that  it  can  be  even  inferred  from 
our  "remarks.**  Our  "remarks**  on  this  subject  were  as  follows:  "We  desire  it  to 
be  distinctly  understood  that  our  reasoning  has  no  reference  to  the  publication  of  the 
results  of  the  voyage,  but  is  limited  solely  to  the  preservation,  arrangement,  and 
exhibition  of  the  collections.  We  think,  however,  that  the  Institute  might  be  able 
to  give  acceptable  opinions  even  in  reference  to  tlie  publication,  its  form,  and  sliyle 
of  execution.  But  as  there  is  an  anxiety  to  possess  this  power  by  otliers,  and  as  it 
is  already  placed  elsewhere,  we  do  not  seek  to  interfere  with  it,  not  doubting  tliat  in 
all  its  parts  it  will  equal  similar  publications  by  other  governments,  and  justify  the 
anticipations  that  are  now  entertained  of  it  by  the  learned  world.  * ' 

You  are  well  aware  that  there  are  appropriations  of  two  distinct  characters  in 
respect  to  the  Exploring  Squadron  and  the  publication  of  its  results  (the  Hon.  Mr. 
Tappan  does  not  appear  to  be  aware  of  this,  in  our  judgment,  to  have  kept  this  dis- 
tinction in  his  mind ) :  One  for  the  publication  of  the  history  of  the  voyage,  the 
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narrative  and  scientific  descriptions ;  the  other,  for  the  preparation,  preservation,  and 
exhibition  of  the  collections.  It  is  the  latter  one  that  we  have  ever  manifested  a 
desire  to  see  placed  under  the  control  of  the  Institute,  which  it  appears  to  us  is  a 
most  suitable  agent  for  such  purposes,  and  the  more  particularly  as  these  collections 
had  been  placed  by  the  Executive  under  its  care. 

The  other  allegation  against  us  by  Mr.  Tappan  is,  in  our  opinion,  equally  incor- 
rect. He  says :  "But  the  great  point  with  Messrs.  Abert  and  Markoe  seems  to  be  to 
get  hold  of  the  appropriations  made  by  Congress  to  enable  the  committee  to  execute 
the  law." 

The  law  to  which  Mr.  Tappan  refers  relates  to  the  publication  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  Expedition ;  the  remarks  made  by  us  relate  to  a  system  for  the  preservation 
and  exhibition  of  the  collections. 

Oiu-  remarks  on  this  head  were :  "That  the  Institute  should  be  the  organ  of  the 
Government  in  the  arrangement  and  preservation  of  its  collections,  and  in  the  super- 
vision of  the  appropriations  which  the  Government  may  make  for  those  purposes.*' 
We  speak  of  the  Institute,  of  which  we  are  merely  members,  and  of  the  "board  of 
management,"  of  which  we  are  but  two  out  of  seventeen.  To  tliis  "board  of  man- 
agement'* we  think  the  power  appropriately  l^elongs,  and  in  its  hands  we  hope  yet 
to  see  placed  the  management  of  whatever  relates  to  the  arrangement,  preservation, 
and  exhibition  of  the  collections.  It  is  clear  to  us  that  no  better  arrangement  could 
be  madewitli  the  superintendence  of  the  publication,  and  in  the  appropriation  which 
belongs  to  it  ( duties  assigned  to  the  Library  Committee  by  law )  we  have  not  ex- 
pressed a  desire  to  interfere,  and  forbear,  as  we  have  forborne,  to  make  any  remarks 
upon  them — except  to  express  the  natural  hope  that  the  wishes  and  opinions  of  the 
natiu^ists  themselves  will  be  consulted  and  their  opinions  be  allowed  a  proper 
weight. 

Our  "remarks'*  in  continuation  of  the  above  quotation  were:  "The  organization 
of  the  Institute  renders  it  peculiarly  deserving  of  the  confidence  of  the  Government, 
as  it  can  offer  as  an  agent  for  Government  property  and  Government  expendittu*es  a 
lx)ard  of  its  own  officers. ' ' 

"The  officers  of  the  Institute  consist  of  a  president,  vice-president,  two  secre- 
taries, one  treasurer,  and  twelve  directors.  Six  of  these  twelve  directors  are  the 
heads  of  the  Govennnent  departments,  namely,  tlie  Secretary  of  State,  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  the  Secretary  of  War,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  the  Attorney- 
General,  and  the  Postmaster-General.  These  are  directors,  ex  officio,  and  constitute 
the  departments  through  which  all  Government  expenditures  are  made.  Six  others 
are  elected  by  the  Institute,  from  among  its  members.  These  six  at  present  are 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Woodbury,  the  Hon.  ]Mr.  Preston,  Mr.  Dayton,  Fourth  Auditor;  Com- 
modore Warrington,  Colonel  Totten,  of  the  Coqxs  of  Engineers,  and  Colonel  Abert, 
of  the  Corps  of  Topographical  Engineers." 

•*  These  are  the  whole  of  those  who  are  recogni/.ed  by  the  charter  as  *  officers  of 
the  Institute,'  and  constitute  by  the  charter  *a  board  of  management  of  the  fiscal 
concerns  of  the  Institute.'  " 

The  quotations  speak  for  themselves,  and  we  will  trouble  you  with  but  few  more 
remarks.  Mr.  Tappan,  in  the  beginning  of  his  report,  most  truly  vSays  that  "The 
remarks  of  Messrs.  Markoe  and  Abert  are  not  to  be  considered  as  the  act  of  the 
National  Institute."  The  "remarks"  neither  purport  nor  pretend  to  be  the  act  of 
the  Institute.  And  moreover  we  beg  leave  further  to  say  that  neither  are  Messrs. 
Abert  and  Markoe  the  "board  of  management  for  the  fiscal  concerns  of  the  Insti- 
tute," imder  the  supervision  of  which  they  suggested  the  expediency  of  placing  the 
appropriations  which  Government  might  make  for  the  arrangement  and  preservation 
of  its  collections. 

It  also  seems  to  have  given  offenvSe  to  the  honorable  gentleman  that  we  should 
have  proposed  in  our  remarks  "to  furnish  to  the  persons  who  shall  be  employed  in 
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the  writing  or  publication  of  the  voyage  and  discoveries  of  the  exploring  squadron 
all  desired  facilities.**  We  really  are  at  a  loss  to  perceive  the  offensive  matter  in 
this  sentence.  It  has  no  allusion  to  the  Library  Committee,  for  they  were  neither  to 
write  nor  to  publish.  The  law  invested  them  with  power  to  enter  into  contract  for 
the  publication,  and  each  member  of  the  scientific  corps  of  the  squadron  would,  we 
presume,  be  required  to  furnish  the  narrative  of  his  observations.  The  persons 
therefore  employed  in  the  **  writing  or  publication  of  the  voyage"  were  these  scien- 
tific men  and  the  contractors.  If  furnished  with  all  desired  facilities  it  would  be 
all  they  ought  to  have,  all  they  could  want,  and  if  furnished  by  the  Institute  there 
would  be  some  agent  responsible  for  the  specimens  and  interested  in  seeing  that 
they  were  retiu*ned  after  being  taken  out  of  the  building  by  either  the  describer,  the 
engraver,  or  the  publisher.  The  Library  Committee  expired  on  the  4th  of  March, 
and  there  will  be  no  committee  until  after  a  new  election  by  the  next  Congress.  We 
believe  the  committee  can  not  appoint  an  agent  to  have  a  longer  existence  than 
itself ;  hence,  appeared  in  our  judgment  the  propriety  that  the  Institute  should  be 
invested  with  the  care  of  the  collection. 

Had  the  Hon.  Senator  published  our  "remarks"  with  his  "report,"  as  was  due 
in  all  fairness,  this  letter  would  have  been  unnecessary,  for  the  "remarks"  contain, 
in  our  opinion,  ample  refutation  of  the  errors  of  the  "report."  We  deem  it  wholly 
unnecessary,  also,  to  point  out  to  you  other  inconsistencies  and  mistakes  into  which 
the  Hon.  Senator  has  fallen,  and  which  have  been,  on  his  motion,  published  in  his 
"  report"  to  the  Senate. 

We  rather  limit  ourselves,  in  conclusion,  to  soliciting  your  advice  as  to  the  best 
mode  of  correcting  the  erroneous  impressions  which  the  language  of  the  Senator  is 
calculated  to  make  upon  the  public. 

We  remain,  dear  sir,  with  great  esteem  and  respect,  your  most  obedient  servants. 


LETTER  FROM  THE  HON.  MR.  PRESTON  TO  COLONEL  ABERTAND  MR. 

MARKOE. 

Coi«UMBiA,  South  Caroi^ina,  Aprils  1843, 

My  Dbar  Sir  :  Having  had  ample  occasion  to  witness  the  devotion  which  you  and 
Colonel  Abert  have  manifested  to  the  National  Institute,  you  may  imagine  the  stu-- 
prise  and  mortification  with  which  I  have  seen  the  total  misconception  of  your 
motives  and  conduct  in  regard  tsO  it  in  Mr.  Tappan's  report  to  the  Senate.  To  the 
unwearied  and  enthusiastic  exertions  of  yourselves  and  a  few  other  gentlemen,  ani- 
mated, as  it  seemed  to  me,  by  nothing  but  a  pure  love  of  science,  that  institution 
was  mainly  indebted  for  its  origin  and  the  eminent  success  which  has  attended  it 
from  the  beginning.  I  can  say  with  entire  certainty  that  my  own  interest  in  it  was 
stimulated  and  sustained  by  you,  and  that  I  was  continually  made  ashamed  of  how 
little  I  felt  and  how  little  I  did,  while  I  saw  the  unabated  zeal  and  unrecompensed 
labour  which  you  bestowed  upon  it.  While  I  wished  well  to  the  Institute  from  a  con- 
viction that  it  would  promote  the  advancement  of  science,  you  and  he  particularly 
devoted  yourselves  to  it  with  that  deep  enthusiasm  which  a  more  intimate  knowledge 
can  alone  excite,  and  upon  which  all  scientific  projects  must  dei>end  for  tlieir  success. 
Men  in  public  station  or  the  munificent  rich  may  contribute  tlie  means,  but  the  vital 
principle  of  all  such  institutions  is  found  in  the  hearts  of  those  who  are  willing  to 
work  night  and  day,  and  whose  labour  is  a  labour  of  love.  I  was  deeply  impressed 
that  the  Institute  had  found  in  you  and  Colonel  Abert  precisely  such  agents,  and  my 
high  hopes  of  its  ultimate  success  arose  from  the  fact  that  it  had  found  such.  I  by 
no  means  mean  to  say  that  there  are  not  associated  with  you  other  gentlemen  equally 
impelled  by  as  earnest  and  disinterested  motives,  but  this  I  will  say,  that  a  vast  deal 
of  the  labour  was  thrown  upon  you  two,  and  that,  to  my  mind,  the  discretion  and 


■nek  iliigjsiwM  of  ptnpoK  uid  snc^bKisd  intelligence  u  yoqtaeU  and  otturi  of  our 
ftlenda  of  the  Itudtate  lin«  at  tKMt  Ote  Mtae  objects  widi'bliiudL 
I  am,  my  dear  ai,  yonr  obedient  aervant, 

Wm.  C  Prhston, 
FRANCI3  Karkob,  jr.,  Esq. 

SPRINGWKIX3  (near  'DxrROiT),May  /8, 1843. 
Col.  J.  J.  Abert. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  read  with  mnch  interest,  but  not  without  some  pain,  the  pam- 
phlet you  liad  the  goodiiess  to  send  to  me.  I  regret  that  anything  should  have  oc- 
curred unpleasant  to  you,  and  especially  in  any  matter  in  which  the  Library  Commit- 
tee should  have  participated.  I  do  not  remember  the  day  when  ' '  the  remarks ' '  of 
yourself  and  Mr.  Markoe  were  submitted  in  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Walker  and  referred; 
but  my  impression  is  that  by  reason  of  accident  or  delay  in  some  of  the  officers  of 
the  Senate  they  did  not  reach  the  committee  until  more  than  a  week  after  they  were 
referred;  and  when  taken  up  in  committee  the  session  had  approached  very  nearly 
its  termination.  I  do  not  remember  whether,  when  so  taken  up,  they  were  read  in 
exlenso,  but  the  "bill"  which  accompanied  them  was  read  and  its  principle  dis- 
cussed. The  committee  was,  I  believe,  unanimous  in  its  opinion  that  it  was  not 
expedient  to  pass  the  bill— if  at  any  time,  certainly  not  until  the  Library  Committee 
should  have  fully  executed  and  terminated  the  trust  committed  to  it  by  law.  Very 
much  inconvenience  and  embarrassment  had  already  grown  out  of  a  confliction  of 
an  alleged  power  of  control  and  direction,  especially  in  relation  to  the  "specimens 
of  natural  history,"  etc..  collected,  and  in  respect  to  which  it  has  been  made  the 
duty  of  the  Library  Committee  to  cause  to  be  prepared  the  appropriate  publications. 

Great  responsibility  must  grow  out  of  the  execution  of  those  powers,  for  a  wide 
discretion  must  of  necessity  be  exercised.    Without  expressing  any  opinion  as  to 
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what  disposition  should  finally— and  after  the  powers  of  the  Committee  in  the  matter 
shall  have  ceased— be  made  of  those  rare,  rich,  and  beautiful  materials,  it  remained 
the  undivided  opinion  of  the  members  of  the  Committee,  I  believe,  that  while  those 
powers  and  correlative  duties  existed  it  was  necessary  that  those  materials  should 
continue  in  the  entire  control  of  the  Committee. 

This  conclusion  being  come  to,  the  whole  subject  of  the  bill,  *' remarks,"  etc., 
was  committed  to  Mr.  Tappan,  as  a  subcommittee,  with  directions  to  prepare  and 
make  report  accordingly. 

After  this  last  measure  was  adopted  in  Committee  I  believe  the  Committee  did  not 
meet  again ;  but  it  was  certainly  understood  that  Mr.  Tappan  should  report  to  the 
Senate  tliis  result. 

Witli  respect  to  the  doubt  which  had  been  raised  as  to  whether  all  the  powers 
of  the  Library  Committee  continued  after  the  3d  of  March,  I  hazard  nothing,  I 
believe,  in  saying  that  in  analogy  to  the  case  of  certain  officers  of  Congress,  those 
powers  were  believed  by  the  Committee  (on  which,  as  you  are  aware,  there  were 
some  professional  gentlemen  of  very  high  standing)  to  continue  during  the  recess, 
and  it  was  in  corroboration  of  that  opinion  asserted  that  always  since  the  foundation 
of  the  Government  the  same  construction  had  been  put  upon  the  Constitution  and 
the  powers  of  Congress.  In  conformity  with  that  view  I  have  been  required,  as 
chairman  of  the  Joint  Committee,  to  draw,  in  the  name  of  that  Committee,  upon  the 
funds  subject  to  its  order,  for  sums  of  money  for  books,  salaries,  compensations, 
etc.,  since  the  close  of  its  last  session.  How  else  could  the  law  be  executed  or 
justice  done? 

I  trouble  you  witli  this  long  detail,  my  dear  sir,  because  of  the  personal  esteem 
and  respect  which,  I  beg  leave  to  say,  I  entertain  for  you  individually,  and  because 
I  very  sincerely  regret  that  anything  should  have  occurred  in  this  matter  tending  to 
wound  your  feelings  or  to  give  you  pain. 

As  chairman  of  that  most  highly  respected  Committee,  whose  proceedings  have 

been  the  subject  of  comment,  it  may  perhaps  be  esteemed  indelicate  in  me  to  have 

made  this  exposition  without  its  previous  sanction.     Please,  therefore,  consider  this 

letter  as  intended  for  yourself  alone. 

I  remain,  with  sincere  respect,  yours, 

Wm.  Woodbridge. 


NOTE    E. 

January  21,  1845. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  you  the  memorial  of  the  National  Insti- 
tute, drawn  up  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  the  Institute,  of  the  loth  of  December. 
And  in  further  obedience  to  the  resolution  I  have  to  request  that  you  will  do  the 
Institute  the  favor  of  presenting  the  memorial  to  the  consideration  of  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives. 

The  papers  herewith,  and  which  constitute  the  memorial,  are: 

( 1 )  The  memorial  as  directed  by  the  resolution. 

( 2 )  The  resolution  under  which  the  conunittoc  acted. 

(3)  The  memorial  of  the  scientific  men  at  their  meeting  in  Washington  diu'ing 
last  April. 

(4)  The  memorial  of  the  Institute,  of  March,  1844. 

J.  J.  Abkrt. 
Honorable  Mr.  WOODBRIIK^E, 

I'niied  States  Senate, 
Honorable  J.  Q.  Adams, 

House  of  Representatives* 


grounds  of  our  position  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  of  the  national  character  of  our 
or^nization  and  action,  and  the  consideration  that  all  the  property  and  collections 
of  the  Institute  must  by  our  charter  eventually  become  the  property  and  collections 
of  the  Governineut. 

The  Institute  will  readily  acquiesce  to  any  restrictions  and  safeguard  with  which 
your  Honorable  body  think  proper  to  protect  any  aid  that  may  lie  granted,  only 
be^ng  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  your  Honorable  body  to  the  safeguard  already 
established  in  our  charter,  which  makes  the  six  heads  of  the  principal  Departments 
of  the  Government  directors  of  the  c.v  officio  of  the  board  of  managers  of  tlie 
Institute. 

J.  J.  Abkrt,  Chairman, 
J.  T.  SULUVAN, 

T.  Skwall,  M.  D., 
M.  Thomas,  M.  D., 
W.  W.  Seaton, 
J.  C.  Brknt, 

Cotntnittec. 
January  ai,  1845. 

II. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  National  Institute,  held  December  9,  1844,  the  corresponding 
Eecretary  (Mr.  Markoe)  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was.  on  motion,  unani- 
mously adopted: 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  six  persons  be  appointed  by  the  Chair  to  prepare 

a  memorial  to  Congress  in  behalf  of  the  National  Institute,  to  be  accompaiiied  by  a 

'  of  tlie  uienioriala  which  were  presented  at  the  last  session;  and  that  the  com- 
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mittee  request  the  Hon.  Levi  Woodbury  to  present  it  to  the  Senate,  and  the  Hon. 
John  Quincy  Adams  to  present  it  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  at  the  present 
session. 

Whereupon,  the  Chair  appointed  the  following  gentlemen  to  constitute  the  com- 
mittee: Colonel  J.  J.  Abert,  John  T.  Sullivan,  Doctor  Sewall,  Doctor  Thomas.  Messrs. 
Seaton,  and  J.  C.  Brent.' 

III. 

MEMORIAL  OF  THE  FRIENDS  OF  SCIENCE  >A^HO  ATTENDED  THE  APRIL 

MEETING  OF  THE  NATIONAL  INSTITUTE. 

To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. — The  respectful  memorial  of  the  friends  of 
Science y  assembled  at  the  City  of  Washington  ^  from  various  parts  of  the  Union: 

The  undersigned  have  come  together  at  the  capital  of  the  United  States,  at  the  call 
of  the  National  Institute  for  the  Promotion  of  Science,  with  the  purpose  of  commu- 
nicating to  each  other  the  facts  and  reasonings  in  science  which  each  one*s  research 
might  have  suggested,  and  of  interchanging  views  and  opinions  in  regard  to  the 
progress  of  science  in  our  country. 

While  engrossed  in  this  delightful  and  most  profitable  communion,  we  have  had 
an  opportunity  to  observe  the  results  of  the  efforts  made  by  the  members  of  the 
National  Institute  for  the  advancement  of  science.  Founded  only  four  years  since, 
they  have  already  brought  together  valuable  collections  in  natural  history  and  in 
the  arts.  Connecting  themselves  with  the  Government,  through  tlie  heads  of  Depart- 
ments, who,  by  virtue  of  their  offices,  are  directors  of  the  Institute,  they  have  vol- 
untarily imposed  restraints  upon  the  operations  of  the  Institute,  which  will  preserve 
its  national  character  and  prevent  its  being  tributary  to  any  local  or  sectional  pup- 
pose.  By  making  the  Institute  merely  a  trustee  for  the  United  States  of  the  prop- 
erty which  it  possesses,  and  may  hereafter  acquire,  they  have  proved  that  no  sordid 
or  interested  views  guided  them  in  framing  their  constitution.  The  zeal  and  indus- 
try shown  in  making  collections,  the  disinterestedness  in  the  disposition  of  them, 
would  seem  to  deserve  from  the  Government  of  the  Republic  approval  and  encour- 
agement. The  value  of  the  property  already  collected,  although  the  existence  of 
the  Institute  has  been  so  short,  is  very  great.  And  yet  it  has  no  building  for  the 
convenient  exhibition  of  its  treasures,  or  even  for  their  safe  keeping.  And  if  articles 
of  so  much  interest  and  value  have  already  been  collected,  what  may  not  be  expected 
from  the  army,  the  navy,  and  friends  of  science  generally,  in  the  long  reach  of  years 
to  come,  if  a  suitable  place  can  be  provided  for  their  preservation  and  exhibition. 
But  how  are  the  means  of  providing  such  a  building  to  be  obtained?  If  attained  at 
all  for  such  a  piu^wse  by  voluntary  contributions,  it  could  only  be  in  the  midst  of 
large  and  flourishing  communities.  Local  feelings  of  interest  or  pride  can  not  be 
transferred,  and  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  the  means  to  arrange,  display,  preserve, 
and  augment  these  collections  can  be  prociwed  by  voluntary  contributions  of  indi- 
viduals in  the  District  of  Columbia,  or  that  they  can  be  procured  out  of  the  District. 
There  is  no  civilized  nation,  however  narrow  its  policy  in  other  respects,  which  does 
not  exhibit  some  measure  of  interest  in  promoting  the  advancement  of  hiunan  knowl- 
edge. In  most  countries  science  receives  direct  encouragement,  and  many  Govern- 
ments have  vied  with  each  other  in  their  efforts  to  advance  this  cause.  The  Govern- 
ment of  a  country  emulous  to  consider  itself  among  the  first  of  enlightened  nations, 
we  trust,  will  not  refuse  to  aid  in  securing  to  its  capital  the  benefits  of  the  labors  of 
the- National  Institute.  We  cordially  unite  with  the  resident  members  of  the  Insti- 
tute in  asking  an  appropriation  in  its  behalf  from  Congress.  Our  only  fear  is  that 
in  thus  requesting  aid  for  the  keeping  of  what  in  fact  is  the  property  of  the  Govern- 
ment, we  may  be  considered  as  asking  a  boon  far  below  that  which  the  country  calls 
for,  and  that  we  ought  to  urge  upon  the  National  Legislature  a  liberal  and  plenteous 


'Proceedings  of  the  National  Institute,  3d  Bull.,  p.  375. 


Francis  J.  Grund,  Hiiladeiphia. 

A.  D.  Chalonbr,  M.  D.,  mUuUlphia. 

S.  C.  Donaldson,  Baltimore,  Maryland. 

jAUas  CURI,EV,  Pro/eisor,  Georgeloum  College. 

Alexis  Caswki.1.,  Professor,  Brown  University,  Rhotie  Island. 

James  P.  Espy. 

Edward  A.  Cook,  New  York. 

A.  Talcott,  Connecticut. 

Wm.  Strickland,  Philadelphia. 

Benjamin  Hallowell,  Maryland. 

Hector  Humphreys,  President  St.  John's  College,  Aunapolis, 

Maryland. 
GEorcb  Tucker,  Professor,  University  of  Virginia. 
Jambs  Prentiss,  New  York. 
Richard  Peters,  Philadelphia. 
R.  M.  Patterson,  Philadelphia. 
Samuel  Hazard,  Philadelphia. 

EUAS  LooMis,  Professor,  H-'eslem  Reserve  College,  Ohio. 
Chari.es  D,  Cleveland,  Philadelphia. 
Samuel  F.  B,  Morse,  New  York. 
Richard  Rush,  Philadelphia. 

Edwahd  Hitchcock,  Professor,  Amhersl  College,  Massachusetts. 
Washington,  D.  C,  April,  1S44. 

'  Proceedings  of  the  National  Institute,  3d  Bull.,  p.  386. 


John  Reinholo  and  John  Georse  Forster. 
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IV. 

MEMORIAL    OF   THE    NATIONAL    INSTITUTI:.. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  RepresenieUives  of  the  United  States  of 
America: 

The  memorial  and  petition  of  the  *'  National  Institute  for  the  Promotion  of  Science 
and  the  Arts,'*  respectfully  represent : 

That  its  members  have  been  induced,  by  a  high  sense  of  the  duty  to  the  body  whose 
interests  they  represent,  as  well  as  to  the  great  objects  which  it  was  the  design  of  its 
creation  to  promote,  to  submit  to  the  consideration  of  your  honorable  bodies,  a  state- 
ment of  the  origin  and  progp'ess,  of  the  past  and  present  condition,  and  of  the  wants 
and  exigencies  of  the  Institute. 

The  Congress  of  the  Union,  after  a  full  investigation  of  the  subject,  after  duly 
estimating  the  value  and  importance  of  the  design  of  its  founders,  and  the  means  which 
it  contemplated  to  employ  in  the  accomplishment  of  those  ends,  deemed  them  so  far 
entitled  to  its  countenance  and  favor  as  to  grant  to  the  Institute  a  charter  of  incor- 
poration. Some  pecuniary  aid  incidentally  followed,  and  it  was  made  the  custodier 
of  much  valuable  property  belonging  to  the  Government.  This  charter,  whose  date 
is  recent,  naturally  afforded  the  hope  of  national  protection,  thus  inspiring  every- 
where confidence  the  moment  it  was  seen,  by  the  acts  of  Government,  that  confidence 
was  felt  at  home. 

Under  these  auspices,  the  National  Institute  began  its  career.  Many  of  the  most 
distinguished  and  illustrious  individuals  in  the  nation  afforded  it  their  aid  and 
encouragement. 

Its  active  members  were  chiefly  composed  of  officers  of  Government  and  citizens 
of  Washington,  who,  occupied  in  their  own  private  concerns,  neither  men  of  wealth 
nor  mere  scholars, 'proposed  to  give  a  portion  of  their  leisure  to  promote  objects  in 
which  they  had  no  other  or  ulterior  motives  and  interest  than  such  as  were  common 
to  the  nation,  and,  perhaps,  to  the  whole  himian  family. 

These  individuals  have,  so  far,  advanced  with  a  success  which  they  could  have  little 
anticipated,  and  they  now  approach  the  legislature  of  the  Union,  and  the  nation  at 
large,  with  the  fruits  of  their  labors  in  their  hands,  spreading  before  those  whose 
interests  they  have  undertaken  to  advance,  the  results  which  in  so  brief  a  space  of  time 
they  have  accomplished,  asking  that  their  deeds  shotdd  be  examined  and  compared 
with  their  promises,  and  if  they  have  performed  their  duty  faithfully,  and  discharged 
the  trusts  confided  to  them  honorably,  zealously,  and  successfully,  that  they  may  be 
encouraged  by  the  only  reward  they  have  ever  sought,  viz,  the  means  of  enlarging 
and  giving  additional  efficiency  to  their  patriotic  efforts  and  purposes.  They  appear 
before  your  honorable  bodies  to  render  an  account  of  their  stewardship,  and  they 
solicit  an  examination  of  their  proceedings. 

In  urging  this  matter  upon  Congress,  it  is  not  the  design  of  your  memorialists  to 
present  a  formal  argument  to  establish,  either  the  constitutional  authority  of  your 
honorable  bodies  to  confer  upon  the  National  Institute  that  pecuniary  aid  which 
they  so  uirgently  need,  or  the  expediency  of  so  applying  any  portion  of  the  public 
patronage.  They  believe  that  Congress  is  fully  competent  to  the  ascertainment  and 
decision  of  all  questions  of  this  character.  While,  therefore,  your  memorialists 
abstain  from  entering  into  any  discussion  of  constitutional  questions,  submitting, 
with  the  most  respectful  deference,  to  the  judgment  of  your  honorable  bodies,  they 
feel  that  they  are,  in  no  manner,  trenching  upon  this  ground,  in  exhibiting  fully  and 
distinctly  those  facts  and  circumstances  which  will  furnish  the  general  data  upon 
which  Congress  is  to  decide. 

The  National  Institute  is  composed  of  private  individuals,  with  no  other  bond  of 
connection  than  their  cofnmon  labors  as  trustees  of  certain  property  for  the  public 
and  the  Govemtnefit — a  common  feelinji^of  interest  in  promoting  scientific  and  useful 


l88  Memorial  of  George  Brown  Goode, 

information,  and  the  bond  of  union  bestowed  upon  them  by  Congress  in  their  charter 
of  incorporation.  In  effecting  the  designs  of  their  association,  they  have  established 
an  extensive  correspondence  with  influential  and  useful  men,  men  of  experience,  of 
letters,  and  of  distinguished  scientific  attainments,  not  only  throughout  the  Union, 
but  throughout  the  world.  In  every  part  of  Europe  and  of  the  American  continent, 
in  Asia,  and  in  Africa,  we  find  generous  and  enthusiastic  friends  and  corresponding 
members ;  foreign  Governments  have  evinced  their  interest  by  valuable  contribu- 
tions, and  many  of  the  most  distinguished  Institutions  and  Societies  abroad  are  cor- 
respondents and  contributors.  An  aggregate  amount  of  munificence,  zeal,  learning, 
and  adventitious  advantage  is  thus  possessed  by  the  Institute,  which  has  already 
yielded  substantial  results,  and  holds  out  assurances  of  the  richest  fruits.  In  further 
illustration  of  the  advantages  which  are  here  imperfectly  sketched,  we  submit  for 
the  examination  of  your  honorable  bodies,  a  communication  lately  received  from 
Paris,  with  accompanying  documents  and  transactions,  exhibiting,  in  a  remarkable 
manner  and  degree,  evidences  of  interest  and  good  will  toward  Congress,  toward 
the  States,  and  toward  the  Institute  on  the  part  of  the  Government  and  people  of 
France. 

Through  this  widespread  instrumentality,  the  Institute  has  labored  to  form  an 
extensive  library  and  museum,  or  collection  of  objects  of  natural  historj',  a  reper- 
torium  of  facts  and  contributions  to  science,  documents  illustrating  history  in  gen- 
eral, but  in  an  emphatic  manner  that  of  our  own  continent,  and  specimens  of  the 
fine  arts,  of  mechanic  ingenuity,  valuable  productions  of  the  vegetable  kingdom, 
and  materials  illustrating  the  moral  and  social  condition  of  nations  generally,  but 
in  a  more  especial  manner  of  our  own.  From  every  quarter  of  the  globe  valuable 
and  various  contributions  have  been  transmitted  to  us.  The  gallant  officers  of  our 
army  and  navy;  the  diplomatic  and  consular  representatives  of  the  Government 
abroad,  the  men  of  learning  and  science  everywhere,  have  entered  with  the  most 
praiseworthy  zeal  in  the  cause,  and  vied  with  each  otlier  in  the  number  and  valu»  of 
their  contributions. 

The  collection  thus  made  is  not  designed  for,  or  appropriated  to,  the  exclusive  use 
of  the  Institute,  or  of  any  particular  class  of  individuals.  It  is  opened  gratuitously 
and  daily  to  the  ins|)ection  and  for  the  lx;nefit  of  all.  Without  cost,  the  student  of 
natural  history  may  here  find  ample  means  of  improvement  in  that  department  of 
science  to  which  his  attention  has  been  directed;  without  cost,  the  geologist  and 
mineralogist  arc  furnished  with  abundant  materials  for  prosecuting  their  researches; 
the  curious  may  indulge  their  predilections,  while  the  man  of  science  is  enabled  to 
l>eruse  the  valuable  contributions  from  learned  societies  and  individuals  throughout 
the  world. 

In  addition  to  these  materials,  thus  accumulated  by  the  labors  of  the  Institute 
itself,  the  convenience  of  the  Government  has  made  it  the  deiK)sitory  and  guardian 
of  numerous  articles  of  its  own  property,  which  are  thus  exhibited  to  the  public  eye 
without  trouble  to  the  ordinary  officers  in  the  various  I)ei)artnients,  and  without  the 
conscfjuent  abstraction  of  their  time  from  more  peculiar  and  ai)propriate  duties. 
The  interesting  collections  of  Indian  portraits  and  curiosities  formerly  dej)osited  in 
the  War  I)ei)artnient ;  the  objects  of  curiosity  and  various  (U)nations  to  the  Govern- 
ment or  to  distinguished  citizens  from  foreign  countries,  once  in  the  State  Depart- 
ment, are  here  shown  to  the  j)ublic  in  connection  with  nuich  other  public  property. 

The  articles  arising  from  these,  and  from  various  other  sources  which  it  would  l)c 
tedious  to  enumerate,  already  in  the  custody  of  the  Institute,  arc  of  great  value, 
and  they  are  increasing  with  rapidity,  and  accunmlating  to  an  indefinite  extent. 

The  real  owners  of  these  treasures  are  the  Government  and  the  nation.  The  indi- 
vidual members  of  the  Institute  contemplated  no  interest  or  property  in  them,  beside 
their  trust  for  the  public,  beyond  what  is  enjoyed  by  every  citi/en  in  the  land,  or, 
indeed,  every  stranger  who  may  feel  disposed  to  use  them  as  a  means  of  indulging  a 
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liberal  curiosity  or  gratifying  his  love  of  science.  Such  of  the  articles  as  at  any 
time  belonged  to  the  Government,  remain  its  absolute  and  exclusive  property.  They 
are  simply  intrusted  to  the  Institute  for  safe-keeping  and  public  exhibition,  and 
may  be  withdrawn  whenever  it  shall  suit  the  wishes  of  the  owners  to  dispose  of 
them  in  any  other  manner.  The  donations  by  individuals  and  public  bodies  to  the 
Institute  are  substantially  in  the  same  predicament.  So  long  as  this  corporate  asso- 
ciation exists,  it  has  the  charge,  custody,  and  control  of  it,  as  trustee  for  the  Gov- 
ernment ;  but  upon  the  dissolution  of  the  Institute,  the  entire  mass  becomes  equally, 
as  the  other  branch  of  the  collection,  the  absolute  and  exclusive  property  of  the 
nation.  In  the  meantime,  the  members  wish  for  no  private  interest  in  the  collec- 
tion, and  if  the  present  charter  be  not  susceptible  of  the  construction,  that  the  whole 
beneficial  interest  of  all  the  articles  is  now,  as  well  as  at  its  close,  in  the  Govern- 
ment, they  are  anxious  to  have  an  amendment  made  to  accompany  the  appropria- 
tion asked  for,  which  shall,  at  once,  regulate  the  property  in  that  way.  For  the 
Institute  has  depended  on  the  Government  heretofore,  and  must  continue  to  rely  on 
it,  not  only  for  many  of  the  most  valuable  articles  in  its  possession,  but  for  a  place 
to  deposit  them  and  a  place  for  their  meetings,  as  well  as  for  some  of  the  means,  to 
defray  the  incidental  expenses  of  opening,  putting  up,  and  preserving  their  collec- 
tions. In  short,  all  the  property  belongs  to  the  Government.  The  guardians  of  it, 
under  the  charter,  are  chiefly  the  officers  of  the  Government.  The  custody  of  such 
property  was  heretofore  at  the  public  expense.  And  that  such  sums  should  still  be 
expended  by  Congress  as  would  pay  for  the  freight  and  other  expenditures  connected 
with  it,  would  be  the  exercise  of  no  other  power  than  such  as  has  been  exercised  by 
the  Government  every  year  since  its  organization. 

The  individuals  who  compose  the  Institute,  have,  by  their  pecuniary  contributions 
and  specific  donations,  largely  aided  in  augmenting  the  value  of  this  property,  in 
arranging  it  so  as  to  render  it  available,  and  in  defraying  the  expenses  necessarily 
attending  the  execution  of  the  important  and  responsible  trusts  confided  to  them. 
They  have  thus  created,  enlarged,  and  rendered  practically  useful,  the  property  of 
the  Government  and  of  the  nation.  Their  means  of  usefulness,  their  capacity  to 
extend  the  benefits  of  the  museimi,  are  limited  only  by  their  capacity  to  meet  their 
daily  expenses. 

Not  only  are  the  Government  and  the  nation  the  absolute  owners  of  much  of  the 
property  of  the  Institute,  and  the  beneficiary  owners  of  the  residue,  but  they  are  also 
the  exclusive  recipients  of  the  advantage  to  result  from  the  entire  enterprise.  At 
this  period  of  the  world,  and  in  this  enlightened  age,  it  is  not  necessary  to  present 
an  argument  to  establish  a  truth  which  all  history  inculcates,  that  the  highest  glory 
of  a  nation,  the  purest  and  most  durable  happiness  of  a  commonwealth,  rest  most 
upon  a  moral  and  intellectual  advancement. 

If,  in  the  legitimate  execution  of  those  powers  which  by  the  Constitution  are  vested 
in  your  honorable  bodies,  collateral  results  should  follow,  by  which  science  and  lit- 
eratiure  shall  be  fostered  and  encouraged  among  your  constituents,  and  diffused  more 
widely  through  our  Union,  such  consequences  will  not,  we  presume,  furnish  grounds 
of  objection  to  the  rightful  exercise  of  power  in  the  breast  of  any  individual.  It  is 
believed  that  few  are  disposed  to  controvert  the  lawfulness,  while  a  still  smaller 
number  will  deny  the  expediency,  of  the  appropriations  heretofore  made  by  Congress 
to  the  literary  and  benevolent  associations  of  this  district  and  city.  None  can  doubt 
the  lawfulness  of  those  provisions  which  have  been,  from  time  to  time,  made  for  the 
protection  of  the  property  of  the  nation,  and  its  adequate  security  and  care  by  the 
erection  of  suitable  buildings  for  its  accommodation,  and  furnishing  proper  compen- 
sation to  the  officers  or  agents  of  the  Government  charged  with  its  preservation  and 
improvement. 

All  the  Institute  asks  of  Congress,  then,  is  an  appropriation  of  a  sum  sufficient  to 
discharge  the  arrears  of  expense  heretofore  incurred,  and  due  by  the  Institute.    An 
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annual  appropriation  for  the  necessary  purposes  of  the  Association,  and  the  continu- 
ance of  the  indulgence  hitherto  granted,  of  the  use  of  convenient  rooms  for  preserv- 
ing the  property  and  holding  the  ordinary  meetings. 
Annexed  to  this  memorial  are  various  documents,  of  which  the  following  is  a  list: 

1.  Charter  of  incorporation. 

2.  Constitution  and  by-laws. 

3.  Abstract  of  proceedings,  comprising  the  contributions,  donations,  and  deposits 
made  to  the  cabinet  and  library  of  the  Institution  since  its  foundation,  with  the 
names  of  the  contributors,  donors,  and  depositors. 

4.  List  of  officers,  and  honorary,  resident,  paying  corresponding,  and  correspond- 
ing members,  and  of  the  societies,  institutions,  etc.,  at  home  and  abroad,  in  corre- 
spondence with  the  National  Institute.' 

Pbter  Force,  Vice-President, 

Francis  Markok,  Jr.,  Cotresponding  Secretary^ 

John  K.  Townsend,  Recording  Secretary, 

George  W.  Riggs,  Jr.,  Treasurer, 

John  C.  Spencer, 

John  Nei«son, 

Wl  1,1,1AM  Wii,kins, 

C.  A.  WiCKWFFE, 

Directors,  ex  officio,  on  the  part  of  the  Government, 
Levi  Woodbury, 
R.  J.  Wai,kbr, 
J.  J.  Abert, 
Joseph  G.  Totten, 
A.  O.  Dayton, 
M.  F.  Maury, 
Directors  on  the  part  of  the  National  Institute, 
Washington  City,  March  18, 1844. 


NOTE    F. 

MEMORIAL    TO    CONGRESS. 

The  following  appeal  was  made  to  Congress  at  its  late  session  (first  session  of 
Twenty-ninth  Congress)  in  favor  of  the  National  Institute,  and  was  presented  to  tlie 
Senate  by  the  Hon.  Lewis  Cass  and  to  the  House  of  Representatives  by  the  Hon. 
John  Quincy  Adams: 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in  Congress  assembled: 

The  undersigned  would  respectfully  petition  that  the  memorials^  heretofore  pre- 
sented to  your  honorable  bodies  in  behalf  of  the  National  Institute  may  again  be 
taken  into  consideration  and  the  prayers  therein  be  granted. 

In  addition  to  the  reasons  before  set  forth  in  their  favor,  the  imdersigned  would 
beg  leave  to  state  what  they  most  sincerely  deplore — the  increasing  difficulties  of  the 
Institute.  It  is  becoming  entirely  impracticable,  by  mere  private  contributions  and 
taxes,  to  pay  the  large  incidental  expenses  attendant  on  the  collection  and  preserva- 
tion of  so  much  valuable  property  connected  with  the  advancement  of  science,  litera- 
ture, and  the  arts.     The  Institute  asks  and  has  asked  nothing  for  the  private  eniolu- 


'  Proceedings  of  the  National  Institute,  3d  Bull.,  p.  383. 

■'Copies  of  these  memorials  will  Ix!  found  at  pp.  383  and  386  of  the  Third  Bulletin 
of  the  Proceedings  of  the  National  Institute,  which  accompanies  this  memorial. 
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ment  of  its  members.  It  merely  seeks  means  to  secure  the  property  coming  into  its 
custody  from  time  to  time  so  that  it  may  not  be  injured  or  lost,  and  so  that  it  may 
be  exhibited  and  used  by  the  public,  as  it  is  dedicated  to  the  public,  and  the  title  to 
it  is  intended  to  be  in  the  Government. 

For  want  of  pecuniary  means  all  our  collections,  whether  in  possession  or  increas- 
ing by  new  additions  weekly,  are  in  jeopardy;  and  unless  Congress  interfere  to  save 
what  is  so  public  in  its  character,  and  so  peculiarly  under  its  guardianship  as  is  the 
encouragement  of  matters  of  this  kind  within  this  District,  subject  to  its  exclusive 
legislation,  the  prospect  is  that  the  operations  of  the  Institute  must  of  necessity 
cease  and  the  property  be  abandoned. 

Deprecating,  as  we  do,  an  event  so  unfortunate  for  the  cause  of  science  and  the 
arts,  not  only  here,  but  from  here  in  some  degree  over  the  whole  Union,  and  not  a 
little  disreputable  to  our  character  abroad,  the  undersigned  would  earnestly  pray 
that  Congress,  at  an  early  date,  may  avert  the  calamity  by  taking  steps  to  aid  effi- 
ciently in  preserving  this  important  public  property ;  and  the  more  especially  do  we 
ask  this,  when,  for  various  reasons,  it  can  be  done  at  moderate  expense  and  in  entire 
conformity  to  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution. 

The  undersigned  respectfully  refer  to  the  documents  annexed,  which  exhibit  the 
character  of  the  Institute  and  the  course  of  its  proceedings. 

Lkvi  Woodbury,  President^ 
Peter  Force,  Vice-President^ 
Francis  Markoe,  Jr. ,  Corresponding  Secretary ^ 
G.  W.  RiGGS,  Jr.,  Treasurer, 
Robert  J.  Wai,ker,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury^ 
J.  J.  Abert,  Topographical  Engineers^ 
J.  G.  ToTTEN,  Engineer  Corps, 
M.  F.  Maury,  U,  S.  Navy, 
A.  O.  Dayton,  Fourth  Auditor, 

Directors, 
Washington,  December  16,  1845^ 
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Science,  established  at  Washington,  1840:  Washington,  1841. 

Second  Bulletin,  etc.,  March,  1841,  to  February,  1842 :  Washington,  1842. 
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THE  PRINCIPLES  OF  MUSEUM  ADMINISTRATION. 


By  George  Brown  Goode, 

Assistant  Secretary^  Smithsonian  Institution,  in  charge  of  thr  United  States  National 
Museum;  Member,  National  Acadetny  of  Sciences;  America  Philosophical  So- 
ciety ;  American  Society  of  Naturalists  ;  Fellow,  American  Academy  of  Arts  and 
Sciences  ;  Corresponding  Member,  American  Institute  of  Architects  ;  Soditi  des 
Amis  des  Sciences  Naturelles,  Moscow;  SociiU  Zoologique,  France;  Zoological 
Society  of  London, 


ANALYSIS. 
Introduction. 
I.  The  museum  and  its  relationships. 
II.  The  resposibilities  and  requirements  of  museums. 

III.  The  five  cardinal  necessities  in  museum  administration. 

IV.  The  classification  of  museums. 

V.  The  uses  of  specimens  and  collections. 
VI.  The  preservation  and  preparation  of  museum  materials. 
VII.  The  art  of  installation. 
VIII.  Records,  catalogues,  and  specimen  labels. 
IX.  Exhibition  labels  and  their  functions. 
X.  Guides  and  lecturers ;  handbooks  and  reference  books. 
XI.  The  future  of  museum  work. 

INTRODUCTION. 

In  an  article  on  The  use  and  abuse  of  museums,  written  nearly 
fifteen  years  ago  by  Professor  William  Stanley  Jevons,  it  was  stated  that 
there  was  not  at  that  time  in  the  English  language  a  treatise  analyzing 
the  purposes  and  kinds  of  museums  and  discussing  the  general  principles 
of  their  management  and  economy.  It  is  somewhat  surprising  that  the 
lack  then  made  so  evident  has  not  since  been  supplied  and  that  there  is 
not  at  the  present  day  such  a  treatise  in  the  English  or  any  other  lan- 
guage. Many  important  papers  have  in  the  inter\'al  been  printed  in 
regard  to  particular  classes  of  museums  and  special  branches  of  museum 
work.  Notable  among  these  have  been  the  addresses  by  Sir  William  H. 
Flower  on  the  uses  and  conduct  of  natural-history  museums.  Among 
the  especially  significant  general  papers  which   had   previously  been 

*  Reprinted  from  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Museums  Association,  1895 
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printed  were  Edward  Forbes\s  suggestive  essay  on  The  educational 
uses  of  museums,  dated  1853,  and  the  still  earlier  one  by  Edward 
Edwards  on  The  maintenance  and  management  of  public  galleries  and 
museums,  printed  in  1840. 

No  one,  however,  has  as  yet  attempted,  even  in  a  preliminary  way,  to 
formulate  a  general  theory  of  administration  apphcable  to  museum  work 
in  all  its  branches  except  Professor  Jevons,  who  in  the  paper  already 
referred  to  presented  in  an  exceedingly  suggestive  manner  the  ideas 
which  should  underlie  such  a  theory. 

It  is  still  true,  however,  as  it  was  when  Professor  Jevons  wrote  in  i88i , 
that  there  is  not  in  existence  **a  treatise  analyzing  the  purposes  and 
kinds  of  museums  and  discussing  the  general  principles  of  their  manage- 
ment and  economy."  With  this  fact  in  mind,  I  have  ventured  to 
attempt  the  preparation  of  such  a  treatise,  and  to  bring  together  in  one 
systematic  sequence  the  principles  which  I  believe  to  underlie  the  policy 
of  the  wisest  and  most  experienced  of  modem  museum  administrators. 

My  ideas  are  presented  in  a  somewhat  dogmatic  manner,  often  in  the 
form  of  aphorisms,  and  possibly  many  of  them  may  sound  like  truisms  to 
the  experienced  museum  administrator. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  my  purpose  in  preparing  this  paper  will  be  at 
once  understood  by  the  members  of  the  Museums  Association. 

I  have  had  two  objects  in  view: 

It  has  been  my  desire,  in  the  first  place,  to  begin  the  codification  01 
the  accepted  principles  of  museum  administration,  hoping  that  the  out- 
line which  is  here  presented  may  serve  as  the  foundation  for  a  complete 
statement  of  those  principles,  such  as  can  only  be  prepared  by  the  coopera- 
tion of  many  minds.  With  this  in  view,  it  is  liojK'd  that  the  paper  may 
be  the  cause  of  nnich  critical  discussion. 

My  other  purpose  has  Ijeen  to  set  forth  the  aims  and  ambitions  of 
modern  museum  practice  in  such  a  manner  that  they  shall  l)e  intelligible 
to  the  persons  who  are  responsible  for  the  establishment  of  museums,  and 
the  conduct  of  other  public  institutions  founded  for  similar  purposes,  in 
order  to  evoke  more  fully  their  sym])athy  and  cooperation. 

Museums  of  art  and  history,  as  well  as  those  of  science,  are  discussed 
in  this  paper,  since  the  same  j:!:eneral  i)rinciples  appear  to  be  applicable 
to  all. 

The  theses  proposed  are  :is  follows: 

I.— THE   MUSEUM    AND    ITS    }^  ELA  T  I  ON  SH  I  PS. 

A. — TIIK    MrSlCIM    DKl-INKl). 

I.  A  museum  is  an  institution  for  the  prescr\'ation  of  those  objects 
which  lx.'st  illustrate  the  phenomena  of  nature  and  the  works  of  man, 
and  the  utilization  of  these  for  the  increase  of  knowledge  and  for  the 
Tiulture  and  enlightenment  of  the  jx'ople. 
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B. — THK   RKI.ATION  OF  THK   MUSEUM  TO  OTHKR   INSTITUTIONS  OF 

I.EARNING. 

1.  The  museum  in  its  effort  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowl- 
edge aids,  and  is  aided  by,  the  university  and  college,  the  learned  society, 
and  the  pubUc  Ubrary. 

2.  The  special  function  of  the  museum  is  to  preserve  and  utilize 
objects  of  nature  and  works  of  art  and  industry ;  that  of  the  library  to 
g^ard  the  records  of  human  thought  and  activity ;  that  of  the  learned 
society  to  discuss  facts  and  theories ;  that  of  the  school  to  educate  the 
individual,  while  all  meet  together  on  common  ground  in  the  ctistodian- 
ship  of  learning  and  in  extending  the  boundaries  of  knowledge. 

3.  The  care  and  utilization  of  material  objects  being  the  peculiar  duty 
of  the  museum,  it  should  not  enter  the  field  of  other  institutions  of 
learning,  except  to  such  a  degree  as  may  be  found  absolutely  necessary 
in  connection  with  its  own  work. 

Comment. — For  example,  its  library  should  contain  only  sucH  books  as  are 
necessary  for  use  within  its  own  walls.  Its  publications  should  be  solely  those 
which  are  (directly  or  indirectly)  the  outgrowth  of  its  own  activities.  Its  teaching 
work  should  be  such  as  can  not  be  performed  by  other  institutions. 

On  the  other  hand,  schools  may  advantageously  limit  their  cabinets  in  accord- 
ance with  the  needs  of  their  lecture  rooms  and  laboratories,  and  the  library  and  the 
learned  society  should  not  enter  the  field  of  the  museum,  except  in  localities  where 
museum  agencies  are  not  provided. 

C. — THE   RELATION  OF  THE   MUSEUM   TO  THE  EXPOSITION. 

1.  The  museum  differs  from  the  exposition  or  fair  both  in  aims  and 
in  method. 

2.  The  exposition  or  exhibition  and  fair  are  primarily  for  the  promo- 
tion of  industry  and  commerce;  the  museum  for  the  advancement  of 
learning. 

3.  Of  the  former,  the  principal  object  is  to  make  known  the  names  of 
the  exhibitors  for  their  own  professional  or  financial  advantage;  in  the 
latter,  the  name  of  the  exhibitor  is  incidental,  the  thing  chiefly  in  mind 
being  the  lesson  taught  by  the  exhibit. 

4.  Into  the  w^ork  of  the  former  enters  the  element  of  competition 
coupled  with  a  system  of  awards  by  diplomas  or  medals;  in  the  latter, 
the  element  of  competition  does  not  appear. 

5.  The  educational  results  of  expositions,  though  undeniably  impor- 
tant, are  chiefly  incidental,  and  not  at  all  proportionate  to  the  prodigal 
expenditure  of  energy  and  money  which  are  inseparable  from  every  great 
exposition. 

D. — MUSEUM   FEATURES  ADOPTED  IN  EXPOSITIONS 

I .  Museum  methods  have  been  in  part  adopted  by  many  expositions, 
in  some  instances  to  attract  visitors,  in  others  because  it  has  been  desired 


r.  The  Zoological  Park,  the  Botanical  Garden,  and  the  Aquarium  are 
essentially  museums,  and  the  principles  of  museum  administration  are 
entirely  applicable  to  them, 

2.  An  herbarium  in  its  usual  form  corresponds  to  the  study  series  in  a 
museum,  and  is  capable  of  expansion  to  the  full  scope  of  the  general 
museum. 

3.  Certain  churches  and  ecclesiastical  edifices  as  well  as  antiquities  in 
place,  when  they  have  been  pronounced  "public  mouuments,"  are  sub- 
ject to  the  principles  of  museum  administration, 

4.  Many  cities,  like  Rome,  Naples,  Milan,  and  Florence,  by  reason  of 
the  number  of  buildings,  architectural  features,  sculpture,  and  other 
objects  in  the  streets  and  squares,  together  with  the  historical  houses 
duly  labeled  by  tablets,  have  become  practically  great  museums  and  these 
various  objects  are  administered  much  in  the  manner  of  museums. 
Indeed,  the  number  of  "public  monuments"  in  Italy  is  so  great  that  the 

^whole  country  might  properly  be  described  as  a  museum  of  art  and  his- 
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tory.  A  government  commission  for  the  preservation  of  the  monuments 
of  history  and  art  regulates  the  contents  of  every  church,  monastery,  and 
public  edifice,  the  architectural  features  of  private  buildings,  and  even 
private  collections,  to  the  extent  of  requiring  that  nothing  shall  be 
removed  from  the  country  without  governmental  sanction.  Each  Italian 
town  is  thus  made  a  museum,  and  in  Rome  the  site  of  the  Forum  and 
the  adjacent  structures  has  been  set  aside  as  an  outdoor  museum  under 
the  name  of  the  Passegiata  Archeologica,  Similar  Government  control 
of  public  monuments  and  works  of  art  exists  in  Greece  and  Egypt  and 
in  a  lesser  degree  in  the  Ottoman  Empire,  and  for  more  than  half  a  cen- 
tury there  has  been  a  commission  of  historic  monuments  in  France  which 
has  not  only  efficiently  protected  the  national  antiquities,  but  has  pub- 
lished an  exceedingly  important  series  of  descriptive  monographs  con- 
cerning them. 

II.— THE   RESPONSIBILITIES  AND  REQUIREMENTS  OF 

MUSEUMS. 

A. — ^THE   RELATION  OF  THE  MUSEUM   TO  THE   COMMUNITY. 

1 .  The  museum  supplies  a  need  which  is  felt  by  every  intelligent  com- 
munity and  which  can  not  be  supplied  by  any  other  agency.  The 
museum  does  not  exist  except  among  highly  enlightened  peoples,  and 
attains  its  highest  development  only  in  great  centers  of  civilization. 

2.  The  museum  is  more  closely  in  touch  with  the  masses  than  the 
university  and  learned  society,  and  quite  as  much  so  as  the  public  library, 
while  even  more  than  the  last,  it  is  a  recent  outgrowth  of  modem  ten- 
dencies of  thought.     Therefore — 

3.  The  public  museum  is  a  necessity  in  every  highly  civilized  com- 
munity. 

B. — THE   MUTUAL  RESPONSIBILITIES  OF  THE  COMMUNITY  AND  THE 

MUSEUM. 

1 .  The  museums  in  the  midst  of  a  community  perform  certain  functions 
which  are  essential  to  its  welfare,  and  hence  arise  mutual  responsibilities 
between  the  community  and  the  museum  administrator. 

2.  The  musetmi  administrator  must  maintain  his  work  with  the  high- 
est possible  degree  of  efficiency  in  order  to  retain  the  confidence  of  the 
community. 

3.  The  community  should  provide  adequate  means  for  the  support  of 
the  museum.* 

4.  A  failure  on  the  part  of  one  leads  inevitably  to  a  failure  on  the  part 
of  the  other. 

*  See  Chapter  III,  p.  202. 
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C. — THE  SPECIFIC   RESPONSIBILITIES  OF  THE   MUSEUM. 

1.  The  museum  should  be  held  responsible  for  special  services,  chiefly 
as  follows : 

a.  For  the  advancement  of  learning. 

To  aid  learned  men  in  the  work  of  extending  the  boundaries  of 
knowledge,  by  afiFording  them  the  use  of  material  for  investigation, 
laboratories,  and  appliances. 

To  stimulate  original  research  in  connection  with  its  own  collec- 
tions, and  to  promote  the  publications  of  the  results. 

b.  For  record. 

To  preserve  for  future  comparative  and  critical  study  the  material 
upon  which  studies  have  been  made  in  the  past,  or  which  may  con- 
firm, correct,  or  modify  the  results  of  such  studies.  Such  materials 
serve  to  perpetuate  the  names  and  identifications  used  by  investiga- 
tors in  their  publications,  and  thus  authenticated,  are  useful  as  a 
basis  for  future  investigation  in  connection  with  new  material. 
Specimens  which  thus  vouch  for  the  work  of  investigators  are  called 
types.  Besides  types,  museums  retain  for  purposes  of  record  many 
specimens  which,  though  not  having  been  used  in  investigation,  are 
landmarks  for  past  stages  in  the  history  of  man  and  nature. 

c.  As  an  adjunct  to  the  class  room  and  the  lecture  room. 

To  aid  the  teacher  either  of  elementary,  secondary,  technological, 
or  higher  knowledge  in  expounding  to  his  pupils  the  prindples  of 

Art,  Nature,  and  History,  and  to  be  used  by  advanced  or  professional 
students  in  practical  lalx)ratory  or  studio  work. 

To  furnish  to  the  advanced  or  professional  student,  materials  and 
opjx)rtunity  for  laboratory  training. 

d.  To  impart  special  information. 

To  aid  the  occasional  inquirer,  l)e  he  a  laboring  man,  schoolboy, 
journalist,  public  speaker,  or  savant,  to  obtain,  without  cost,  exact 
information  upon  any  subject  related  to  the  specialties  of  the  insti- 
tution ;  serving  thus  as  a  "  bureau  of  information." 

e.  For  the  culture  of  the  public. 

To  serve  the  needs  of  the  general  public,  through  the  display  of 
attractive  exliibitiou  series,  well  planned,  complete,  and  thoroughly 
labeled  ;  and  thus  stinuilate  and  broaden  the  mind  of  those  who  are 
not  engaged  in  scholarly  research,  and  to  draw  them  to  the  public 
li])rary  and  the  lecture  room.  In  this  respect  the  effect  of  the 
museum  is  .somewhat  analogous  to  that  of  travel  in  distant  regions. 

2.  A  museum  to  be  useful  and  reputable  must  be  constantly  engaged 
in  aggressive  work,  either  in  education  or  investigation,  or  in  both. 

3.  A  museum  which  is  not  aggressive  in  policy  and  constantly  improv- 
ing can  not  retain  in  its  service  a  competent  staff,  and  will  surely  fall 
Wto  decay. 
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4.  A  finished  museum  is  a  dead  museum,  and  a  dead  museum  is  a 
useless  museum. 

5.  Many  so-called  ** museums*'  are  little  more  than  storehouses  filled 
with  the  materials  of  which  museums  are  made. 

D. — THE  RESPONSIBILITY  OF  MUSEUMS  TO  EACH  OTHER. 

1.  There  can  be  no  occasion  for  envious  rivalry  between  museums, 
even  when  they  are  in  the  same  city.  Every  good  museum  strengthens 
its  neighbors,  and  the  success  of  the  one  tends  to  the  popularity  and 
public  support  of  the  others. 

2.  A  system  of  cooperation  between  museums  is  seemingly  possible 
by  means  of  which  much  duplication  of  work  and  much  expenditure  of 
money  may  be  avoided. 

3.  The  first  and  most  important  field  for  mutual  understanding  is  in 
regard  to  specialization  of  plan.  If  museums  in  the  same  town,  prov- 
ince, or  nation,  would  divide  the  field  of  work  so  that  each  should  be 
recognized  as  having  the  first  rights  in  one  or  more  specialties,  rivalry 
would  be  converted  into  friendly  association,  and  the  interests  of  science 
and  education  better  served. 

4.  An  important  outcome  of  such  a  system  of  cooperation  might  be 
the  transfer  of  entire  groups  of  specimens  from  one  museum  to  another. 
This  would  greatly  facilitate  the  work  of  specialization  referred  to,  and 
at  the  same  time  relieve  each  museum  of  the  responsibility  of  maintain- 
ing collections  which  are  not  germane  to  its  real  purpose.  Such  transfers 
have  occasionally  been  made  in  the  past,  and  there  are  few  museums 
which  might  not  benefit  individually,  in  a  large  degree,  by  a  sweeping 
application  of  this  principle.  If  its  effect  on  the  attractiveness  and 
interest  of  any  local  or  national  group  of  museums  be  taken  into  account, 
as  no  one  can  doubt  that  the  result  would  be  exceedingly  beneficial. 

5.  Another  field  for  cooperation  is  in  joint  expenditure  of  effort  and 
money  upon  labels  and  catalogues,  and  in  the  economical  purchase  of 
supplies  and  material. 

Comment. — In  the  United  States,  for  instance,  the  iron  molds  for  specimen  jars 
used  for  terra-cotta  mounting  tablets,  and  the  dies  used  in  rolling  the  metal  guid- 
ing strips  for  supporting  the  drawers  in  specimen  cabinets,  which  have  been  made 
at  considerable  expense  for  the  National  Museum,  are  placed  without  cost  at  the 
disposition  of  other  museums ;  drawings  and  specifications  for  the  construction  of 
cases,  and  many  other  results  of  experiment  in  this  Museum  are  placed  at  the  serv- 
ice of  all  others. 

6.  Still  another  would  lie  in  the  cooperative  employment  of  expert 
curators  and  preparators,  it  being  thus  practicable  to  pay  larger  salaries 
and  secure  better  men. 

Comment.  —The  curator  of  graphic  arts  in  the  United  States  National  Museum 
is  the  custodian  of  the  collection  of  engravings  in  the  Boston  Museum  of  Fine  Arts, 
jjpiving  part  of  his  time  to  each  institution — an  arrangement  advantageous  to  both. 


not  oiily  with  reference  to  opportunity  and  the  needs  of  the  community, 
bat  also  with  regard  to  the  specialties  of  other  museums  in  the  same 
r^on  with  a  view  to  cooperation. 

2.  It  is  the  duty  of  every  museum  to  be  preeminent  in  at  least  one 
specialty,  be  this  specialty  never  so  limited. 

3.  The  speciahies  or  departments  of  any  museum  may  be  few  or  many, 
but  it  is  important  that  its  plan  should  be  positively  defined  and  limited, 
since  lack  of  purpose  in  museum  work  leads  in  a  most  conspicuous  way 
to  a  waste  of  effort  and  to  partial  or  complete  failure. 

4.  It  will  undoubtedly  be  found  desirable  for  certain  museums,  founded 
for  local  uses,  to  specialize  mainly  in  the  direction  of  popular  education. 
If  they  can  not  also  provide  for  a  certain  amount  of  scholarly  endeavor 
10  connection  with  the  other  advantages,  it  would  be  of  the  utmost 
importance  that  they  should  be  associated  (by  a  system  of  cooperation) 
with  some  institution  which  is  in  the  position  of  being  a  center  of  original 
work. 

5.  The  general  character  of  a  museum  should  be  clearly  determined  at 
its  very  inception.  Specialization  and  division  of  labor  are  essential  for 
institutions  as  well  as  for  individuals.     It  is  only  a  great  national  museum 
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which  can  hope  to  include  all  departments,  and  which  can  with  safety 
encourage  growth  in  every  direction. 

6.  Small  museums,  it  is  needless  to  say ,  can  not  attempt  specialization 
in  the  same  degree  as  large  ones,  but  the  principles  just  enunciated  shotild 
be  constantly  kept  in  view,  even  by  the  least  of  them. 

C. — COI.I,ECTlONS. 

I.  The  sources  of  collections  are  the  following:  {a)  by  gift;  (^)  by 
purchase;  {c)  by  exchange;  {d)  by  collecting  and  exploration;  (^)  by 
construction;  (/)  through  deposit  or  temporary  loan. 

a.  By  gift. 

Acquisition  by  gpift  is  a  most  important  source,  but  very  uncertain. 
If  a  museum  has  a  plan  to  which  it  intends  to  adhere,  a  large  propor- 
tion of  the  gifts  oflFered  to  it  will  be  unavailable;  while  on  the  other 
hand  only  a  small  proportion  of  the  desiderata  will  ever  be  thus 
obtained.  A  museum  may  properly,  by  the  ofiFer  of  a  large  and  com- 
plete collection  illustrating  a  subject  outside  of  its  plan,  be  induced  to 
expand  its  scope.  In  the  case  of  a  large  benefaction  of  this  kind, 
necessitating  extensive  changes  in  installation,  there  will  always  be 
careful  consideration  of  the  result.  It  should  be  borne  in  mind, 
however,  that  the  random,  thoughtless  acceptance  of  profiFered  gifts, 
which,  insignificant  in  itself,  but  in  the  course  of  a  few  years  by  no 
means  insignificant  in  the  consumption  of  space  and  money  for  their 
care,  may  modify  the  plan  of  a  museum  in  a  most  radic^  manner.  It 
requires  quite  as  much  judgment  and  mental  eflFort  on  the  part  of  a 
museum  ofl&cer  to  keep  out  unsuitable  objects  as  to  bring  in  those 
which  are  desirable. 

b.  By  purchase. 

Acquisition  by  purchase  is  often  the  only  means  of  obtaining 
desirable  objects,  particularly  so  in  the  case  of  art  museums,  least 
so  in  natural  history  museums.  Money  is  especially  necessary  for 
the  fiUing  of  gaps  in  serifes  obtained  by  gift  or  otherwise. 

c.  By  exchange. 

Acquisition  by  exchange  is  especially  advantageous,  since  it  ena- 
bles a  museum  to  dispose  of  imavailable  duplicate  material.  When 
exchanges  are  made  with  well-conducted  museums,  there  is  the  addi- 
tional advantage  that  the  materials  thus  obtained  have  been  studied 
and  identified  by  expert  authorities.  Little  is  gained  by  conducting 
exchanges  in  a  commercial  spirit  and  insisting  on  too  exact  valua- 
tions and  balancing  of  equivalents,  especially  when  the  parties  to  the 
exchange  are  public  institutions.  Large  musetuns  in  dealing  with 
small  ones  may  often  advantageously  give  largely  and  receive  com- 
paratively little  in  return,  since  they  not  only  become  disembarrassed 
of  useless  duplicates  not  desired  by  institutions  of  equal  rank,  but 


204  Memorial  of  George  Brown  Goode, 

they  are  also  building  up  sister  institutions  which  may  in  time  afford 
them  much  more  substantial  aid.  Exchanges  with  private  collectors 
may  well  be  carried  on  in  the  same  spirit,  since  the  collector  is  thus 
encouraged  to  gather  more  material,  in  the  midst  of  which  unex- 
pected treasures  may  come  to  light,  and  is  also  aided  to  build  up  a 
private  collection  which  in  time  will  probably  fall  into  the  hands  of 
some  public  museum. 

d.  By  collecting  and  exploration. 

For  all  museums  save  those  of  art  this  is  usually  the  most  profit- 
able and  satisfactory,  since  by  gathering  fresh  material  in  unexplored 
fields  new  facts  are  discovered,  science  is  enriched,  and  the  reputa- 
tion of  the  institution  improved.  Furthermore,  material  is  obtained 
in  such  large  quantities  that  there  always  remains  much  in  the  way 
of  duplicate  specimens  valuable  for  exchange.  A  museum  which 
carries  its  activities  into  unexplored  fields  secures  for  itself  material 
which  will  always  be  unique  and  unobtainable  by  others,  and  thus 
makes  itself  a  center  of  interest  for  the  entire  world. 

The  smallest  museum  can  enrich  its  collections  and  make  contri- 
butions to  enlarge  others  by  modest  explorations  under  its  own 
walls;  it  can  do  much  by  simply  encouraging  the  people  in  the  adja- 
cent region  to  save  what  they  accidentally  encounter  in  the  course 
of  their  daily  pursuits.  Explorations  of  this  kind  are  preeminently 
the  function  of  the  local  and  provincial  museum. 

e.  By  constructioyi. 

Any  museum  may  do  much  to  enrich  its  exhibition  series  by  the 
construction  of  models  and  the  making  of  drawings  and  maps  and 
by  making  copies  of  important  objects  in  its  own  collections  to  secure 
material  to  be  used  in  exchange.  Even  small  nuiseums  may  do  this, 
for  extensive  workshops  are  not  necessary.  A  specialist  himself 
devoid  of  mechanical  skill  may  accomplish  marvelous  things  with 
the  aid  of  a  patient  mechanic. 

f.  Through  deposit  and  temporary  loan. 

Possessors  of  i)rivate  collections  will  often  lend  them  for  purposes 
of  exhibition  or  study,  if  assured  that  they  will  be  properly  cared 
for.  Such  loan  collections  often  become  permanent  gifts.  Single 
specimens,  or  small  groups  of  ol^jects,  still  more  frequently  are 
offered  on  deposit,  and  such  deposits  when  within  the  province  of 
the  museum  should  be  encouraged. 

Comment. — In  the  United  Stales  National  ISIuseuni  small  deposits  are  received 
for  short  periods,  but  large  collections,  involving  trouble  and  expense  in  installa- 
tion, only  with  the  understanding  that  they  shall  not  be  removed  within  a  certain 
period  -  never  less  than  two  years. 

2.  Collections  which  are  incumbered  by  conditions  as  to  manner  of  dis- 
position and  installation  are  usually  sources  of  serious  embarrassment. 
It  is  especially  undesirable  to  accx';>t  eiilier  as  a  gift  or  as  a  loan  any 


B  Melville  Gilliss. 


The  Principles  of  Museum  Administration.  205 

unimportant  collection  with  the  pledge  that  it  shall  be  kept  intact  and 
installed  as  a  unit.  The  acceptance  of  any  collection,  no  matter  how 
important,  incumbered  by  conditions,  is  a  serious  matter,  since  no  one 
can  foresee  how  much  these  conditions  may  interfere  with  the  future 
development  of  the  museum. 

3.  Gifts,  deposits,  and  cooperation  of  all  kinds  may  be  greatly  encour- 
aged by  liberal  acknowledgment  upon  labels  and  in  public  reports.  This 
is  but  simple  justice  to  the  generosity  of  the  benefactor.  It  is  also  a  legit- 
imate way  to  gratify  a  natural  and  praiseworthy  sentiment ;  for  a  collec- 
tion, to  the  accumulation  of  which  a  man  has  devoted  a  lifetime,  becomes 
so  connected  with  his  personality  that  it  is  but  natural  that  he  should 
wish  his  name  to  be  permanently  associated  with  it.  If  acknowledgment 
of  this  kind  is  made  upon  the  individual  label  of  each  specimen,  this  will 
usually  fully  satisfy  the  desire  of  the  donor  that  the  individuality  of  his 
gift  should  be  preserved — an  arrangement  much  more  satisfactory  than 
one  requiring  that  the  objects  shall  be  kept  together  and  treated  as  a  unit 
for  installation. 

Gifts  and  deposits  may  also  be  encouraged  by  the  fact  that  the  build- 
ings are  fireproof,  the  cases  so  built  as  to  afford  perfect  protection,  and 
the  scheme  of  installation  dignified  and  attractive.  Collections  of  great 
value  may  to  advantage  be  afforded  accommodations  of  a  specially  sump- 
tuous character,  and  such  protection,  in  case  of  priceless  objects,  as  is 
afforded  by  special  electric  attachments. 

4.  Notwithstanding  what  has  been  said  about  the  importance  of  special- 
ization, it  is  often  necessary  for  a  museum  to  accept  collections  of  objects 
not  at  all  germane  to  its  plan.  This  is  particularly  so  in  provincial 
museums,  when  valuable  private  cabinets  are  offered  as  gifts.  It  may  be 
impolitic  for  an  institution  to  refuse  such  an  offer,  and  it  is  much  less  dis- 
astrous to  receive  a  special  collection  to  be  installed  as  a  unit  than  to 
accept  numerous  promiscuous  gifts.  In  time,  in  all  probability,  a  collec- 
tion of  this  kind  can  be  transferred  to  the  custody  of  some  other  institu- 
tion in  the  same  town,  and  the  museum  which  has  housed  it  in  the  mean- 
time has  deserved  well  of  the  community  by  preserving  for  it  a  valuable 
possession. 

5.  Since  the  plan  and  character  of  a  museum  is  largely  determined  for 
all  time  by  the  nature  of  the  collections  which  fall  first  into  its  possession, 
at  the  time  of  its  organization,  the  authorities  temporarily  in  charge  of 
such  an  institution  at  the  time  of  organization  should  be  exceedingly 
careful  in  accepting  materials  which  are  to  serve  as  a  nucleus  for  its  future 
growth. 

Comment. — It  is  not  unusual  for  boards  of  trustees,  having  erected  a  building,  to 
proceed  at  once  to  partially  fill  it  with  showy  material  before  the  staff  has  been 
appointed  or  a  plan  considered.  This  can  only  be  characterized  as  **  pernicious 
activity,"  which  is  certain  to  result  in  more  harm  tlian  good.  A  plan  having  been 
determined  upon  and  a  director  selected,  the  collections  may  be  developed  at  much 
less  expenditure  and  with  any  degree  of  rapidity  which  may  be  desired. 
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than  the  care  of  collections,  and  nowhere  are  enthusiasm  and  abundant 
vitality  more  essential.  Every  museum  must  constantly  obtain  new 
material  through  exploration,  and  it  is  better  that  this  exploration  should 
be  done  by  the  men  who  are  to  study  the  collections  and  arrange  them 
than  that  this  should  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  others.  The  necessity 
of  exploration  from  another  point  of  view  has  already  been  spoken  of.' 

10.  In  a  large  museum  staff  it  is  almost  essential  that  certain  persons 
should  give  their  attention  chiefly  to  administrative  and  financial  matters, 
thus  leaving  their  associates  free  from  occupation  of  this  description. 
The  business  affairs  of  a  museum  can  not  be  conducted  with  too  gjeat 
promptness  and  precision.  It  is  desirable,  however,  that  the  administra- 
tive officers  of  a  museum  should  be  men  who  comprehend  the  meaning  of 
museum  work  and  are  in  sympathy  with  its  highest  aims,  and  that  its 
business  affairs  and  scientific  work  should  be  controlled  by  the  same 
executive  head. 

E. — MUSEUM    BUII.DINGS. 

1 .  The  museum  building  should  be  absolutely  fireproof  and  substan- 
tially constructed ;  the  architecture  simple,  dignified,  and  appropriate — 
a  structure  worthy  of  the  treasures  to  be  placed  within. 

2.  Above  all  things  the  interior  should  be  well  lighted  and  ventilated, 
dry,  and  protected  from  dust.  The  halls  should  be  well  proportioned ; 
the  decoration  simple  and  restful  to  the  eye.  No  decorative  features 
should  l)e  permitted  which  tend  to  draw  attention  from  the  collections  or 
reduce  the  floor  or  wall  spaces. 

3.  While  the  museum  building  should  be  planned  with  reference  to 
the  character  of  the  collections  it  is  to  contain,  the  fact  that  unexpected 
development  or  rapid  growth  in  some  one  direction  may  necessitate  the 
rearrangement  and  reassignment  of  halls  to  different  departments  should 
always  be  borne  in  mind. 

4.  Since  no  two  museums  can  be  alike,  there  can  be  no  general  uni- 
formity in  their  buildings.  It  is  manifestly  undesirable  then  that  a  board 
of  trustees  should  erect  a  building  for  a  museum  before  its  character  is 
decided  upon  or  its  staff  appointed  ;  or  that  the  opinion  of  the  architect 
of  a  museum  building  should  be  allowed  to  overweigh  the  judgment  of 
the  experts  who  are  responsible  for  its  utilization  after  completion. 
Museum  architecture  affords  no  exception  to  the  principle  that  an  edifice 
should  be  perfectly  adapted  to  the  purpose  for  which  it  is  designed.  No 
architectural  effect  which  lessens  the  usefulness  of  the  building  can  be 
pleasing  to  an  intelligent  public. 

F. — ACCESSORIES  TO  MUSEUM  WORK. 

I.  A  well-equipped  museum  requires  as  accessories  to  its  work — 
(<i)  A  reference  library,  for  the  use  of  staff,  students,  and  visitors. 


*See  Chapter  III  C,  I,  d.,  p.  204. 


I.  "ine  museum  ot  art  is  a  aepository  tor  ine  Eesrnetic  proaucis  or 
man's  creative  genius,  such  as  paintings,  sculptures,  architecture  (so  far 
as  it  can  be  shown  by  models,  drawings,  and  structural  fragments),  and 
specimens  of  the  illustrative  arts  (such  as  engravings),  and  illustrations 
of  the  application  of  art  to  decorative  uses. 

'See  (.hapter  III.  il.,  p.  204. 
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2.  The  greater  art  collections  illustrate,  in  a  manner  peculiarly  their 
own,  not  only  the  successive  phases  in  the  intellectual  progress  of  the 
civilized  races  of  man,  their  sentiments,  passions,  and  morals,  but  also 
their  habits  and  customs,  their  dress,  implements,  and  the  minor  acces- 
sories of  their  culture  often  not  otherwise  recorded. 

3.  Museums  of  art,  wherever  they  may  be  situated,  have  a  certain 
general  similarity  to  each  other  in  purpose,  contents,  and  method  of  man- 
agement. Those  which  most  fully  represent  the  art  of  the  communities 
to  which  they  belong,  other  things  being  equal,  are  the  most  useful  and 
famous. 

CoMMBNT.— Since  Cosmo  de* Medici  founded  in  Florence,  at  the  beginning  of  the 
sixteenth  century,  the  Museum  of  the  Uffizi — perhaps  the  oldest  museiun  of  art  now 
in  existence — every  great  city  in  the  civilized  world  has  become  the  seat  of  a  museum 
or  gallery  of  art.  Besides  the  great  general  collections  of  art,  there  are  special 
museums  devoted  to  the  work  of  single  masters,  such  as  the  Thorwaldsen  Museum 
in  Copenhagen,  and  the  one  at  Brussels  containing  only  the  works  of  the  eccentric 
painter,  Wiertz;  the  Donatello  Museum  in  the  Bargello  at  Florence,  and  the  Michael 
Angelo  collections  in  its  Academy  of  Fine  Arts  and  in  the  Casa  Buonarrotti. 

4.  The  distinction  between  art  museum  and  a  gallery  of  art  is  a  valid 
one.  It  depends  upon  the  system  of  administration  and  the  character  of 
the  oflBcers  who  control  it. 

Comment. — ^The  scientific  tendencies  of  modem  thought  have  permeated  every 
department  of  human  activity,  even  influencing  the  artist.  Many  art  galleries  are 
now  called  museums,  and  the  assumption  of  the  name  usually  tends  toward  the  adop- 
tion in  some  degree  of  a  scientific  method  of  installation.  The  Cluny  Museum  in  Paris 
is,  notwithstanding  its  name,  simply  a  gallery  of  curious  objects.  Its  contents  are 
arranged  primarily  with  reference  to  their  effect.  The  old  monastery  in  which  they 
are  placed,  affords  a  magnificent  example  of  the  interior  decorative  art  of  the  Mid- 
dle Ages. 

The  Cluny  Museimi  is  a  most  fascinating  and  instructive  place.  I  would  not  have 
it  otherwise  than  it  is,  but  it  will  always  be  unique,  the  sole  representative  of  its  kind. 
The  features  which  render  it  attractive  would  be  ruinous  to  any  museum.  It  is, 
more  than  any  other  that  I  know,  a  collection  from  the  standpoint  of  the  artist. 
The  same  material,  in  the  hands  of  a  Klemm  or  Pitt-Rivers,  arranged  to  show  the 
history  of  human  thought,  would,  however,  be  much  more  interesting,  and,  if  the 
work  were  judiciously  done,  would  lose  none  of  its  aesthetic  allurements. 

Another  collection  of  the  same  general  character  as  the  one  just  described  is  the 
Soane  Museum  in  London.  Another,  the  famous  collection  of  crown  jewels  and 
metal  work  in  the  Green  Vatdts  at  Dresden,  a  counterpart  of  which  may  be  cited  in 
the  collection  in  the  Tower  of  London.  The  Museum  of  the  Hohenzollems  in  Berlin 
and  the  Museum  of  the  City  of  Paris  are  of  necessity  unique.  Such  collections  can 
not  be  created.  They  grow  in  obedience  to  the  action  of  natural  law,  just  as  a  tree 
or  a  sponge  may  grow. 

The  city  whidi  is  in  possession  of  such  an  heirloom  is  blessed  just  as  is  the 
possessor  of  an  historic  surname,  or  he  who  inherits  the  cumulative  genius  of  gene- 
rations of  gifted  forefathers.  The  possession  of  one  or  a  score  of  such  shrines  does 
not,  however,  free  any  community  from  the  obligation  to  form  a  museum  for  pur- 
poses of  education  and  scientific  research. 
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Dante,  and  Buonarrotti  museums  in  Florence,  or  the  Goethe  Museum  in  Weimar, 
and  the  Beethoven  Museum  in  Bonn;  to  the  great  men  of  a  nation,  as  the  National 
Portrait  Gallery  of  Great  Britain,  the  German  Valhalla  at  Ratisbon,  etc. ;  or  to  great 
men  of  a  special  profession,  such  as  the  Gallery  of  Artists  in  the  Pitti  Museum  of 
Florence. 

In  this  connection  would  come  also  collections  of  autographs  and  manuscripts 
(like  the  Dyce-Forster  Collection  at  South  Kensington),  and  collections  of  personal 

Midway  between  the  museum  of  history  and  that  of  biography  stands  the  dynas- 
tic or  family  museum,  such  as  the  Museum  of  the  HohenzoUems  in  Berlin,  and 
that  section  of  the  Kunsthistorisches  Museum  in  Vienna  which  illustrates  the  his- 
tory of  the  Hapsburga.    The  Mus^e  Historique  de  Versailles  is  similar  in  its  aims. 

C— ANTHROPOLOGICAL  MUSEUMS. 

1.  The  museum  of  anthropology  includes  such  objects  as  illustrate 
the  natural  history  of  man,  his  classification  in  races  and  tribes,  his  geo- 
graphical distribution,  past  and  present,  and  the  origin,  history,  and 
methods  of  his  arts,  industries,  customs,  and  opinions,  particularly  among 
primitive  and  semicivilized  peoples. 

2.  Museums  of  anthropology  and  history  meet  on  common  ground  in 
the  field  of  archaeology.     In  practice,  historic  archaeology  is  usually 
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assigned  to  the  latter,  and  prehistoric  archaeology  to  the  former.  This 
is  partly  because  historical  museums,  which  are  usually  national  in  scope 
and  unsupported  on  documentary  evidence,  treat  the  prehistoric  races  as 
extraliraital;  partly  because  prehistoric  material  is  studied  to  best  advan- 
tage through  the  natural  history  methods  in  use  among  anthropologists 
but  not  among  historical  students. 

Comment. — Ethnographic  museums  were  proposed  half  a  century  ago  by  the 
French  geographer,  Jomard,  and  the  idea  was  first  carried  into  effect  about  1840  in 
the  establishment  of  the  Danish  Ethnographical  Museum.  In  Germany,  there  are 
anthropological  museums  in  Berlin,  Dresden,  and  Munich,  and  the  Museum  fiir 
Volkerkunde  in  Leipzig;  in  Austria,  the  Court  and  the  Oriental  museums  in  Vienna; 
in  Holland,  the  Ethnographichal  Museimi  in  Leyden,  and  smaller  ones  in  Amsterdam, 
Rotterdam,  and  at  The  Hague;  in  France,  the  Trocadero;  in  Italy,  the  important 
Prehistoric  and  Ethnographic  museums  in  Rome  and  Florence;  in  Spain,  the  Philip- 
pine Collections  in  the  Museo  de  Ultramar  in  Madrid;  and  in  Hawaii,  the  Bemice 
Pauahi  Bishop  Museum  at  Honolulu. 

In  England  less  attention  has  been  given  to  the  subject  than  elsewhere  in  Europe, 
the  Christy  Collection  in  the  British  Museum,  the  Pitt-Rivers  CoUection  at  Oxford, 
and  the  Blackmore  Museum  at  Salisbury  being  the  most  important  ones  specially 
devoted  to  ethnography.  In  the  United  States,  the  Peabody  Museum  of  Archaeology 
in  Cambridge,  the  collections  in  the  Peabody  Academy  of  Sciences  at  Salem,  and 
the  American  Museum  of  Natural  History  in  New  York  are  arranged  ethnographic- 
ally,  while  the  ethnological  collections  in  the  National  Museum  in  Washington  are 
classified  on  a  double  system — one  with  regard  to  race,  the  other,  like  the  Pitt-Rivers 
Collection,  intended  to  show  the  evolution  or  development  of  cultiu^  and  civilization 
without  regard  to  race.  This  broader  plan  admits  much  material  excluded  by  the 
advocates  of  ethnographic  museums,  who  devote  their  attention  almost  exclusively 
to  the  primitive  or  non-European  peoples. 

Closely  related  to  the  ethnographic  museum  are  others  devoted  to  some  special 
field,  such  as  the  Mus^e  Guimet  in  Paris,  which  is  intended  to  illustrate  the  history 
of  religious  ceremonial  among  all  races  of  men — a  field  also  occupied  by  one  depart- 
ment of  the  National  Museum  in  Washington.  Other  good  examples  of  this  class 
are  some  of  those  in  Paris,  such  as  the  Mus^e  de  Marine,  which  shows  not  only  the 
development  of  the  merchant  and  naval  marines  of  the  country,  but  also,  by  trophies 
and  other  historical  souvenirs,  the  history  of  the  naval  battles  of  the  nation,  and  the 
Mus^e  d'Artillerie,  which  has  a  rival  in  Madrid. 

Of  musical  museums,  perhaps  the  most  important  are  Clapisson's  Mus^e  Instru- 
mental, in  Paris;  that  in  Brussels,  and  that  in  the  National  Museum  at  Washington. 
The  collection  of  musical  instruments  at  South  Kensington  has  had  its  contents 
selected  chiefly  with  reference  to  their  suggestiveness  in  decorative  art. 

The  Theatrical  Museimi  at  the  Academic  Fran9ais  in  Paris,  the  Museum  of  Jour- 
nalism at  Antwerp,  the  Museums  of  Pedagogy  in  Paris  and  St.  Petersburg,  are  pro- 
fessional rather  than  scientific  or  educational,  as  are  also  the  Museimi  of  Practical 
Fish  Culture  at  South  Kensington,  the  Monetary  Museum  at  the  Paris  Mint,  the 
Museums  of  Hygiene  in  I/>ndon  and  Washington,  and  the  United  States  Army 
Medical  Museum. 

The  value  of  archaeological  collections,  both  historic  and  prehistoric,  has  long  been 
imderstood.  The  museums  of  I/>ndon,  Paris,  Berlin,  Copenhagen,  and  Rome  need 
no  comment.  In  the  Peabody  Museum  in  Cambridge,  the  American  Museum  in 
New  York,  the  Museum  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  National  Museum 
in  Washington,  are  immense  collections  of  the  remains  of  prehistoric  man  in 
America. 
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groups — are  brought  in,  legitimately  increasing  the  attractiveness  of  the  musetun  to 
the  visitor  and  its  instructiveness  to  the  student. 

Though  the  great  general  museum  can  not  vie  in  this  respect  with  the  local 
museum,  it  has  a  certain  advantage  of  another  kind  in  its  very  wealth  of  material, 
for  the  display  of  vast  collections,  assembled  from  all  parts  of  the  earth  and  covering 
it  may  be  acres  of  floor  space,  strictly  classified  and  arranged  so  as  to  show  mutual 
relationships,  affords  in  itself  the  most  impressive  lesson.  While  in  smaller  museums 
the  study  of  individual  objects  may  be  easier,  in  those  of  the  other  kind  there  is  a 
better  opportunity  for  the  study  of  great  general  relationships. 

H. — I^OCAL,  PROVINCIAL,  OR  CITY  MUSEUMS. 

1.  To  museums  of  this  class  belongs  the  duty  of  preserving  all  that 
which  is  characteristic  of  the  region  or  city  in  which  they  are  located. 
Every  State  or  province  should  have  an  institution  of  this  kind  to  care 
for  material  illustrating  its  own  geology,  zoology,  botany,  and  archaeology. 
Every  city  should  have  an  historical  collection  for  memorials  of  events  in 
its  history  and  that  of  its  representative  men. 

2.  It  is  legitimate  and  desirable  that  local  and  municipal  museums 
should  also  enter  upon  general  museum  work  of  a  scientific  and  educa- 
tional character.  They  may  form  collections  of  a  general  character  in 
order  that  their  visitors  may  see  and  study  the  unfamiliar  products  of 
foreign  lands,  as  well  as  those  of  local  interest.  For  museums  of  this 
class,  models,  casts,  copies,  and  pictures  of  objects  not  actually  obtainable 
may  be  used. 

3.  It  is  often  advantageous  in  small  communities  for  the  museum  and 
public  library  to  be  combined  under  one  roof  and  one  management. 

I. — COI.LEGK  AND   SCHOOL   MUvSKUMS. 

1 .  Museums  of  this  class  are  intended  for  the  use  of  teachers  in  connec- 
tion with  their  class  room  and  lalx)ratory  instruction  and  to  reenforce  the 
librar}'  in  the  no  less  important  work  which  it  performs  for  the  student. 

2.  It  need  scarcely  be  said  that  it  is  impracticable  for  the  smaller  teach- 
ing museums  connected  with  schools  and  colleges  to  carry  out  the  thorough 
specialization  which  is  attainable  in  large  institutions.  A  small  collection, 
however  scanty  and  imperfect  it  may  be,  is  of  great  value,  not  only  for 
study  purposes  in  connection  with  some  school  or  college  and  for  exhibi- 
tion to  the  local  pul^lic  of  a  small  town,  but  also  as  a  nucleus  for  future 
development. 

3.  The  college  or  school  nuiseuni  often  becomes  the  local  or  city  museum 
for  the  locality  in  which  it  is  situated,  and  what  has  been  said  about  museums 
of  the  latter  class  thcMi  becomes  applicai^le  to  the  college  museum. 

J.-  -PKOFKSSIONAL   OR    CLASS   MUSKrMS. 

I .  Professional  museunLS  are  those  formed  specially  for  the  use  of  groups 
of  specialists  and  for  the  education  of  sjx^cialists.     Here  belong  medical, 
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surgical,  and  pathological  museums;  military  and  naval  museums;  mechan- 
ical museums  (such  as  those  connected  with  patent  offices  and  the  Conserva- 
tory of  Arts  and  Manufactures  in  Paris);  museums  for  special  arts  (like 
the  Textile  Museum  connected  with  the  Gobelin  establishment,  the 
Museum  of  Porcelains  in  Sevres,  the  Museum  of  Mosaics  in  Florence), 
and  certain  scientific  museums  like  that  of  the  Geological  Survey  of  Great 
Britain — the  Museum  of  Practical  Geology— the  Museo  Psicologico  in 
Florence,  founded  by  Mantegazza,  and  many  others. 

2.  Such  institutions,  usually  under  the  control  of  a  society,  school, 
or  specialized  bureau,  although  they  may  allow  inspection  by  the  public, 
do  not  necessarily  undertake  general  educational  work,  but  may  with 
propriety  consult  first,  in  all  matters  relating  to  administration  and 
display,  the  interests  of  the  class  for  which  they  are  formed. 

K. — PRIVATE   MUSEUMS  OR   CABINETS. 

1.  Such  collections  undertake  work  in  only  one  portion  of  the  museum 
field — that  of  fostering  scientific  and  historical  studies — and  so  long  as 
they  are  fruitful  in  this  direction,  the  manner  in  which  they  are  adminis- 
tered concerns  only  the  persons  by  whom  they  are  controlled.  It  is  well 
that  there  should  be  many  museums  of  this  kind,  and  that  those  who  work 
in  them  should  not  be  encouraged  to  dissipate  their  energies  in  attempt- 
ing to  do  too  much  of  the  work  which  belongs  to  institutions  of  other 
classes  and  for  which  they  should  be  held  responsible.  These  are,  to  all 
intents  and  purposes,  scientific  laboratories. 

2.  The  private  collector  is  of  the  greatest  service  to  the  public  museum. 
He  can,  by  the  use  of  private  wealth  or  individual  freedom,  do  many 
things  which  the  officers  of  a  public  museum  can  not. 

3.  The  private  cabinet  is  the  school  in  which  the  museum  administra- 
tor forms  the  tastes  and  receives  the  preliminary  training  which  fits  him 
for  his  profession.  There  is  much  truth  in  the  remark  of  Jevons  that  the 
best  museum  is  that  which  a  person  forms  for  himself.  If  everyone 
could  do  this,  there  would  l)e  no  need  for  public  museums;  but  since  they 
can  not,  the  person  who  has  formed  a  private  collection  ought  to  be  able 
to  manage  one  for  the  use  of  the  public,  since  he,  better  than  anyone  else, 
is  able,  in  considering  the  needs  of  the  museum  visitor,  to  keep  in  mind 
that  saying  which  is  so  useful  a  guide  in  museum  practice,  **  Put  yourself 
in  his  place. ' ' 

4.  Private  collectors  should  l^e  encouraged  for  educational  reasons  also, 
for  it  has  been  frequently  remarked  that  the  men  who  have  had  in  youth 
the  training  afforded  by  forming  a  collection  have  derived  therefrom  great 
advantage  over  others,  even  though  they  subsequently  pursued  commerce 
or  the  learned  professions. 


fence,  but  in  the  principal  Vatican  galleries  we  are  not  distracted  by  objects  belong- 
ing to  every  place  and  time.  The  genius  of  the  classical  age  spreads  around  ua,  and 
we  leave  one  manifestation  of  it  but  to  drink  in  a  deeper  impression  from  the  next." 

The  Museo  delle  Belle  Arti  in  Sienna,  the  collections  in  the  Monastery  of  San 
Marco  in  Florence,  the  Mus^e  Gallo-Romain  at  St.  Germain  near  Paris,  the  Mnaeo 
Borbonico  in  Naples,  the  Mus^  des  Thermes  in  the  Hotel  de  Cluny,  the  German 
National  Museum  in  Nuremberg,  the  Museo  de  Ultramar  in  Madrid,  the  Muaeum 
of  Practical  Geology  in  I/jndon,  all  have  been  successful  in  maintaining  this  unity  of 
effect. 

A  noteworthy  example  of  a  museum  of  limited  scope  in  which  unity  of  effect  is 
sacrificed  is  the  Mus^e  Guimet  in  Paris,  although  notwithstanding  this  effect  it 
is  one  of  the  most  interesting  and  beautiful  small  museums  in  the  world.  In  this 
instance  it  is  evidently  due  to  the  fact  that  the  original  purpose  of  the  museum — 
which  was  to  illustrate  the  comparative  history  of  religions — has  been  modified  by 
the  admission  of  extensive  collections  illustrating  the  arts  of  the  Orient,  and  that 
these  are  not  separated  in  their  installation  from  the  religious  collections. 

Great  national  museums  are  usually  so  hampered  in  the  matter  of  space  that  they 
are  not  able  to  attain  to  such  unity,  and  perhaps  it  is  not  equally  important  in  these 
great  establishments  in  which  popular  education  is  only  one  of  several  purposes. 

5.  Single  or  unrelated  specimens,  though  valuable  or  interesting,  are 
in  themselves  of  little  moment  in  comparison  with  series  of  much  less 
precious  objects  which  unite  to  teach  some  les.son  to  the  student  or  visitor. 
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6.  Specimens  are  often  most  useful  when  placed  in  a  reserve  or  study 
series,  to  be  used  by  special  students  or  to  be  exchanged,  or  given  to 
other  museums. 

7.  Advancement  in  a  museum  is  effected,  not  only  by  accession  and 
enlargement,  but  by  the  constant  substitution  of  better  specimens  for 
study  and  exhibition,  by  improvements  in  methods  of  display  and  labeling, 
and  by  publishing  contributions  to  knowledge  based  upon  the  collections. 

B. — THK  STUDY  SERIES. 

1.  The  effectiveness  of  a  museum  as  an  agency  for  the  increase  of 
knowledge  and  for  higher  education  depends  upon  the  maintenance  of  a 
study  series,  the  administration  of  which  should  be  upon  a  plan  quite 
different  from  that  employed  for  the  exhibition  series. 

2.  While  it  may  be  desirable  to  exhibit  publicly  many  large  or  inde- 
structible objects  belonging  to  the  study  series,  this  series  should  be  as  a 
rule  permanently  arranged  in  laboratories  and  storerooms  not  accessible 
to  the  general  public. 

3.  The  study  series  is  the  storehouse  from  which  the  exhibition  series 
is  replaced  or  extended,  and  from  which  the  needs  of  other  museums 
may  be  supplied. 

4.  Objects  of  the  following  classes  should  never  be  placed  in  the 
exhibition  series : 

(a)  Those  which  are  unique  or  very  rare,  and  liable  to  destruction  from 
exposure  to  light  and  dust. 

(^)  Those  which  are  the  types  of  descriptions,  except  when  large  and 
indestructible. 

(r)  Those  belonging  to  series  which  are  often  required  for  purposes  of 
comparison  by  students. 

5.  In  collecting  materials  for  the  study  series,  the  needs  of  the  future 
as  well  as  those  of  the  present  should  be  kept  in  view.  Specimens  in 
this  series  should  therefore  be  acquired  in  quantities  sufficiently  large  to 
meet  the  needs  of  students  hereafter.  While  nothing  of  value  should 
be  lost,  it  is  questionable,  however,  whether  material  should  be  sought 
in  large  quantity  when  there  is  no  indication  that  it  will  soon  be  needed. 

6.  The  fact  that  an  object  is  common  now  is  no  indication  that  it  will 
remain  so,  and  the  abundance  of  any  kind  of  objects  in  a  given  locality, 
is  often  good  evidence  that  it  is  rare  in  most  other  parts  of  the  world. 

7.  Specimens  in  the  study  series,  though  hidden  from  sight,  should  be 
the  object  of  care  as  solicitous  as  that  bestowed  upon  the  exhibition 
series,  and  should  be  available  upon  demand,  like  the  books  in  the  stack 
rooms  of  a  library. 

C. — THE  EXHIBITION  SERIES. 

I.  The  "People*s  museum'*  is  that  portion  of  a  museum  which  is 
on  public  exhibition;  the  "Student's  museum*'  that  which  is  devQtft.<i 


^on  of  undesirable  material. 
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4.  Material  not  germane  to  the  plan  of  a  museum  should  be  exchanged 
or  given  to  the  other  museums  which  have  uses  for  it.  What  is  expensive 
and  unprofitable  to  on  2  may  b*  of  the  greatest  value  to  another, 

K. — ^SYNOPTICAI.  AND  SPECIAL  COI.I.ECTIONS   WITHIN  MUSEUMS. 

1.  S3moptical  or  dictionary  collections  are  advantageous  in  museums  of 
every  class.  Their  purpose  is  to  teach  some  special  lesson  by  means  of  a 
small  or  complete  series  of  specimens,  arranged,  labeled  and  provided 
with  all  possible  illustrative  accessories. 

A  synoptical  series  with  a  full  complement  of  descriptive  labels  forms 
for  any^ence  an  elementary  manual,  the  labels,  forming  the  text,  the 
specimens  the  illustrations. 

COMMBNT. — A  collection  of  this  kind  in  a  natural  history  museum  may  either 
illustrate  the  principles  of  classification  and  phylogeny,  those  of  geographical  distri- 
bution, or  may  deal  with  the  problems  of  comparative  morphology.  One  of  the  best 
of  the  latter  classes  is  that  in  the  great  central  hall  of  the  British  Museum  of  Natural 
History,  while  an  excellent  type  of  the  second  class  is  the  Museum  of  Comparative 
Zoology,  and  of  the  first,  that  developed  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Higgins  in  the 
I^iverpool  Museum. 

.  Collections  illustrating  systems  of  crystallization  and  scales  of  hardness  and  color 
are  found  in  many  mineralogical  cabinets. 

Many  of  the  best  school  museums  are  practically  synoptical  collections,  and  this 
and  nothing  more  is  what  they  should  always  aim  at. 

2.  In  some  collections  there  is  a  similar  separation  of  certain  objects 
with  a  less  definite  purpose,  as,  for  instance,  in  the  well-known  Tribuna 
in  the  Uffizi  Gallery  in  Florence.  In  many  art  museums  there  is  a  .similar 
effort  to  bring  together  their  most  valuable  and  famous  possessions  in  one 
central  hall. 

3.  There  is  no  limit  to  the  possibilities  in  the  way  of  developing  special 
collections,  and  such  collections,  with  judicious  treatment,  do  more  than 
anything  else  to  add  to  the  attractiveness  and  individuality  of  a  museum. 

The  collections  of  British  birds  in  attitudes  of  life,  mounted  in  the 
midst  of  their  natural  surroundings,  at  South  Ken.sington,  is  one  of  the 
most  striking  and  memorable  features  in  that  museum.  A  similar  collec- 
tion in  the  Museum  of  the  University  of  Pisa,  formed  early  in  this  cen- 
tury by  Paolo  Savi,  though  on  a  smaller  scale,  is  no  less  prominent  a 
feature  of  that  smaller  museum.  There  are  several  special  halls  in  the 
Museum  at  Naples,  especially  that  containing  the  collection  of  burnt 
manuscripts  from  the  buried  city,  which  are  unique.  Numerous  other 
examples  might  readily  l)e  cited. 

F. — LOAN   COLLECTIONS   AND   ITINKRATING   MUSEUMS. 

I.  Large  museums  may  greatly  increase  their  educational  effectiveness 
by  lending  special  collections,  well  labeled  and  arranged,  to  towns  not 
provided  with  museum  facilities,  and  by  replacing  these  from  time  to  time 
with  others.  This  has  been  done  with  success  by  the  department  of 
science  and  art  in  Great  Britain,  and  it  has  resulted   not  onlv  vo^  ^ 


B. — REPAIRS   AND   RESTORATION  OF  SPECIMENS. 

1.  Repairs  are  legitimate  when  necessary  for  the  safety  or  permanent 
preservation  of  objects,  for  keeping  together  the  parts  of  objects  which 
have  been  broken,  but  in  the  interests  of  truth  and  science  the  fact  that 
an  object  thus  repaired  should  never  be  disguised. 

2.  This  principle  applies  to  natural  history  specimens,  to  archaeological 
objects,  and  to  works  of  art  as  well. 

3.  Restoration,  or  the  replacing  of  missing  parts,  is  rarely  defensible 
when  in  the  process  of  restoration  any  portion  of  the  original  object  is 
covered  up.  Restorations  made  in  such  manner  that  the  part  restored 
is  not  at  once  distinguishable  are  unpardonable.  If  it  is  necessary  to 
restore  missing  parts,  the  restorations  should  be  made  upon  a  cast  or 
model,  and  not  upon  the  original. 

Comment.— This  principle  has  reference  to  hypothetical  restorations.  It  is  quite 
permissible  to  restore  upon  the  original  specimens,  in  natural  history  collectionst 
where  there  are  in  existence  similar  specimens  from  which  further  guidance  may  be 
obtained. 

C. — COPIES. 

I.  Copies  are  available  under  certain  limitations.  Sculptures,  coins, 
metal  work,  many  ethnographical   objects,   architectural   models,  and 
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many  products  of  the  decorative  and  industrial  art  may  be  reproduced 
easily  and  inexpensively,  and  the  copying  of  pictures  though  more  diffi- 
cult is  still  practicable.  In  natural  history,  as  has  already  been  said,  only 
fossils  can  advantageously  be  reproduced  by  copies. 

2.  A  copy  of  an  important  object  is  always  more  desirable  for  educa- 
tional use  than  an  original  of  minor  significance. 

D. — MODELS. 

I.  Models  may  also  be  used  to  represent  objects  which  are  unattain- 
able, or  from  their  magnitude  or  minuteness'  unavailable.  Models  may 
also  be  used  to  replace  alcoholic  preparations,  or  in  the  place  of  pictures, 
when  the  latter  are  less  efiFective.  Aquatic  invertebrates,  fishes,  reptiles, 
cetaceans,  figures  showing  the  races  of  mankind  and  abnormal  and  nor- 
mal developments  of  the  human  body,  and  almost  everything  in  the  field 
of  anatomy,  osteology,  and  embryology  can  be  shown  admirably  by  the 
use  of  models. 

E. — PICTURES 

I.  Pictures  are  often  better  than  specimens  to  illustrate  certain  ideas. 
The  races  of  man  and  their  distribution,  for  instance,  can  only  be  shown 
by  pictures  and  maps. 

F. — BOOKS. 

I .  Certain  kinds  of  books  are  more  useful  and  safer  in  the  museum 
than  on  the  library  shelves,  for  in  the  museum  they  may  be  seen  daily  by 
thousands,  while  in  tjie  library  their  very  existence  is  forgotten  by  all 
except  their  custodian.  Books  such  as  Audubon's  Birds  of  North  Amer- 
ica, Gould*s  Humming  Birds,  and  Owen  Jones's  Alhambra,  are  a  few 
among  the  numerous  works  of  which  everyone  has  heard  and  which 
everyone  wants  to  see  once  in  his  lifetime.  In  a  library  they  are  proba- 
bly not  examined  by  ten  persons  in  a  year ;  in  a  museum  the  volumes 
exposed  to  view  in  a  glass  case,  and  a  few  of  the  most  striking  plates 
attractively  framed  and  hung  upon  the  wall  near  at  hand,  teach  a  lesson 
to  every  visitor. 

G. — THE  MOUNTING  OF  ANIMALS. 

I.  Taxidermy  is  allied  to  sculpture,  and  should  be  governed  by  the 
same  canons  of  synthesis  and  repose.  The  attitudes  of  nature  should  be 
preserved,  but  action  should  be  avoided  except  in  the  case  of  groups 
mounted  in  the  midst  of  natural  accessories,  and  even  then  action  should 
never  be  violent.  In  mounting  specimens  to  be  arranged  in  the  syste- 
matic series  the  attitudes  should  always  be  simple  and  in  some  degree 
conventional  and  uniform. 


» Where  enlargements  are  employed  it  is  well  to  place  the  actual  objects  by  their 
side^  to  give  an  idea  of  the  iscale  of  enlargements. 


Stephen  Hales. 


2.  In  great  museums  of  research  it  is  necessary  and  practicable  to  pre- 
serve extensive  series  of  specimens,  representing  every  possible  variation 
and  a  great  number  of  localities.  In  smaller  museums  this  can  not  be 
done,  except,  it  may  be,  in  special  fields,  and  the  lesser  museums  can 
usually  throw  a  muck  larger  proportion  of  specimens  into  the  duplicate 
series. 

3.  The  use  of  duplicates  is  for  exchange  and  distribution.     Their 
value  when  thus  dispersed  depends  upon  the  most  accurate  identification 
and  labeling,  based  upon  comparisons  with  the  reserve  collection  from   , 
which  they  are  taken. 

VII.— THE  ART  OF  INSTALLATION. 
A. — INSTALLATION    METHODS. 

I.  The  arrangement  and  mounting  of  collections  for  exhibition,  com- 
monly known  as  their  "installation,"  is  an  art  worthy  of  serious  atten- 
tion on  the  part  of  every  museum  officer.  This  art  is  allied  to  certain 
branches  of  architecture,  especially  that  of  interior  decoration,  but  tlie 

'  In  addition  to  the  usual  label  a  wafer  or  painted  spot  of  bright  color — red  or 
greeu— greatly  aids  in  making  a  type  conspicuous. 


STE.PHEN  Hales. 
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services  of  an  architect  are  not  always  to  be  had,  and  the  man  who  is 
responsible  for  the  arrangement  of  the  halls  and  cases  in  a  museum  should 
be  able  to  do  this  work  eflEectively.  If  a  collection  is  to  be  exhibited  at 
all,  it  should  be  done  well,  and  I  have  little  sympathy  with  my  judicious 
friend  who  protested  against  the  writing  of  this  chapter  on  the  ground 
that  such  ** considerations  of  upholstery*'  are  beneath  the  dignity  of  an 
institution  of  learning. 

The  success  of  installation,  like  that  of  every  art,  depends  largely  upon 
attention  to  minute  details.  Insignificant  as  they  may  seem,  the  slight- 
est of  these  is  as  worthy  of  consideration  as  that  which  seems  to  be  the 
greatest. 

2.  Installation  work  has  to  do  with  two  matters:  {a)  The  arrangement 
of  halls,  and  of  cases  and  other  objects  with  relation  to  the  halls,  light, 
and  general  effect.  (J>)  The  construction  and  fitting  of  cases  and  the 
arrangement  of  objects  and  labels  within  the  cases.  The  form  and 
arrangement  of  labels  is  also  intimately  connected  with  installation,  but 
this  will  hereafter  be  discussed  under  the  head  of  *  *  Labels. '  * ' 

B. — THB  ARRANGEMENT  OF  HAI.1^. 

Among  the  essential  features  of  effective  arrangement  of  floor  space 
are  the  following: 

1.  An  arrangement  in  each  hall,  and  especially  in  that  which  is  first 
entered,  which  shall  convey  to  the  visitor  an  impression  of  the  character 
and  aims  of  the  museum,  and  at  the  same  time  give  an  impression  of 
repose,  dignity,  and  beauty.  The  impression  which  the  mind  receives 
immediately  after  the  first  door  has  been  passed  is  always  the  strongest 
and  most  lasting. 

2.  A  single  entrance  and  one  consecutive  line  of  progress  through  the 
halls  is  most  advantageous,  both  to  administrator  and  visitor,  and  should 
be  duly  considered. 

3.  If  the  main  or  circulation  aisles  be  wide  and  uninterrupted,  and 
there  are  occasional  broad  spaces  in  front  of  important  exhibits,  the  pas- 
sages between  the  cases  may  be  very  narrow,  provided  the  cases  are  built 
with  this  view. 

4.  The  exhibits  should  be  so  arranged  that  their  general  features  may 
be  apprehended  in  a  rapid  stroll  through  the  halls,  while  those  wishing 
to  study  a  special  subject  minutely  may  find  the  extended  collections  in 
close  proximity  to  the  landmark  exhibits  intended  for  the  casual  visitor. 
A  striking  exhibit  at  the  end  of  a  wide  aisle  may  be  used  to  draw  visitors 
to  a  particular  portion  of  the  hall. 

5.  In  the  interest  of  good  light  and  general  effect  the  lower  cases  and 
objects  should  be  placed  nearest  the  main  aisles  and  the  center  of  the 
hall,  while  tall  cases  should  be  farthest  from  the  eye. 

— 1 M-^ 

•See  Chapter  IX,  A,  1-6,  p.  229;  D.  3,  p.  254. 
NAT   MUS   97,    PT   2 1 5 


planned  so  that  they  can  be  used  with  advantage  in  ha\h  that  have  light 
from  overhead  as  well  as  from  the  sides.  This  precaution  will  simplify 
the  problem  of  lighting  at  night. 

2.  Cases  should  not  attract  attention  either  by  their  austerity  of  design 
or  workmanship,  but  should  be  simply  appropriate  and  pleasing,  well 
locked,  dust-tight,  and  nearly  air-tight.  The  frames  should  be  as  light 
and  inconspicuous  as  possible.  Transverse  bars  across  an  exhibited  object 
are  unpardonable.  Glass  should  be  as  large,  clear,  and  good  as  possible, 
for  economy  in  glass  is  rarely  true  economy. 

3-  The  space  above  the  6-foot  line  is  rarely  of  use,  while  for  small 
objects  nothing  is  gained  by  display  below  a  height  of  30  inches.  Large 
objects  may  be  shelved  at  10  or  12  inches  from  the  floor.  Where  the 
aisles  are  very  wide  lower  shelving  for  small  objects  is  possible,  but  it  is 
more  economical  to  shelve  higli,  narrow  the  minor  aisles,  and  use  the 
lower  parts  of  the  cases  for  storage  closets. 

4.  A  system  of  interchangeable  units  in  drawers  and  mounts,  as  well 
as  in  cases,  is  of  the  highest  importance,  as  facilitating  the  transfer  of 
cases  from  hall  to  hall  and  saving  cost  in  manufacture.  This  should 
include  not  only  the  exhibition  cases,  but  those  in  the  storage  series  as 
well. 
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5.  Mobility  is  even  more  necessary.  All  floor  cases  and  pedestals 
should  have  fixed  rollers  or  roller  trucks  so  that  they  may  be  moved  with 
their  contents,  and  all  fixed  cases  should  be  built  with  screws  so  as  to  be 
readily  moved  from  hall  to  hall. 

6.  Cases  which  permit  a  fixed  installation  and  a  recombination  of  units 
without  a  rehandling  of  specimens  are  economical  and  in  many  depart- 
ments indispensable.  Possibility  of  interchange  of  units  between  the 
exhibition  and  storage  systems  of  cases  is  indispensable. 

7.  For  the  interior  of  cases  the  prime  need  is  that  the  system  of  shelv- 
ing should  be  as  flexible  as  possible,  and  that  the  inside  colors  should  l^e 
restful  to  the  eye  and  no  lighter  in  color  than  the  necessity  of  illumina- 
tion may  require. 

8.  The  mountings  for  individual  specimens  should  not  attract  the  eye 
either  by  beauty  or  ugliness,  but  should  support  and  set  off  the  specimens, 
and  by  their  uniformity  and  propriety  add  to  the  appearance  of  system 
and  order  in  the  exhibits. 

9.  The  inscription  should  be  so  attached  that  it  can  not  be  removed  or 
effaced,  and,  when  possible,  engraved  or  painted  upon  the  object  itself. 
When  a  mark  of  this  kind  is  not  possible,  a  ticket  or  label,  preferably  the 
latter,  should  be  attached  in  the  most  prominent  manner.  Even  when  a 
ticket  is  used  at  least  the  catalogue  number  should  be  inscribed  upon 
the  specimen,  if  this  can  be  done  without  injuring  it.  These  require- 
ments do  not  apply  so  much  to  large  and  heavy  objects  permanently 
installed  in  an  exhibition  series  as  to  those  kept,  even  temporarily,  in  a 
study  or  storage  series.  Fragile  objects,  or  those  which  can  not  receive 
a  permanent  mark,  should  be  kept  in  type  receptacles  of  glass  or  other 
material,  upon  which  should  be  placed  the  inscription.  Even  when 
preparations  are  thus  kept  in  jars  or  boxes  they  should,  when  possible, 
have  some  ticket  attached  to  them  bearing  the  same  number  as  the  recep- 
tacle in  which  they  are  placed,  so  that  if  specimens  are  taken  out  they 
shall  not  be  put  back  in  the  wrong  receptacle. 

CoMMBNT. — In  the  United  States  National  Museum,  each  alcoholic  preparation  is 
marked  with  a  ticket  of  block  tin,  on  which  the  catalogue  number  is  stamped,  the 
same  number  being  engraved  with  a  diamond  upon  the  glass  jar  in  which  it  belongs. 

ID.  A  specimen  may  consist  of  a  single  object,  or  of  a  large  number  of 
similar  objects  from  one  source.  For  instance,  a  collection  of  engravings 
in  one  portfolio ;  a  collection  of  similar  kinds  of  stone  implements  from 
one  excavation ;  a  number  of  animals  or  plants  of  one  species  from  the 
same  locality. 

For  lack  of  a  better  term,  the  material  included  in  a  museum  catalogue 
number,  whether  a  single  specimen  or  many,  is  called  a  **lot."  This 
term  is  chiefly  employed  in  museum  statistics. 

II.  Explorers  and  collectors  in  the  field  should  keep  their  records  by 
catalogue  and  label,  in  accordance  with  the  principles  laid  down  for 
museums.     Their  work  thus  gains  immensely  in  definiteness  and  value, 


accuracy  and  fullness  of  the  records  of  the  history  of  the  objects  which 
it  contains. 

2.  A  museum  specimen  without  a  history  is  practically  without  value, 
and  had  much  better  be  destroyed  than  preserved. 

Comment.— There  will  be  many  legitimate  exceptions  to  this  rule,  but  it  can  do 
no  harra  to  state  it  forcibly,  since  the  umseuni  curator  is  more  likely  to  err  on  the 
side  of  saving  too  much. 

B. — CATALOGUES  OR   RRGISTERS. 

1 .  A  museum  catalogue  i.s  a  numerical  list  or  register  m  which  each 
specimen  is  recorded,  under  a  separate  number,  in  connection  with  which 
are  entered  all  the  facts  known  in  regard  to  its  history. 

2.  The  catalogue  should  be  supplemented  by  a  file  case,  in  which 
should  be  preserved  notes,  letters,  or  papers  relating  to  each  specimen 
classified  under  the  catalogue  number. 

3.  The  numerical  register  may  advantageously  be  supplemented  by 
card  catalogues  systematically  arranged. 

4.  In  a  large  museum,  or  one  of  a  varied  character,  it  isdesirable  that 
there  should  be  separate  catalogues  or  registers  for  the  several  depart- 
ments, each  with  a  separate  series  of  numbers. 


Uunum,  laW,    Pirtll. 


Charles  FnEOEnic  Hartt. 


(? 
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5.  When  a  museum  has  a  system  of  departmental  catalogues,  there 
should  be  a  general  catalogue,  or  accession  book,  in  which  **  accessions  *  * 
are  entered  in  the  order  of  their  reception.  The  term  **  accession  *' is 
used  to  describe  the  material  received  at  one  time,  from  one  source, 
whether  it  be  a  single  specimen  or  a  shipload. 

In  coxmection  with  the  accession  book  should  be  filed,  under  the  *  *  acces- 
sion numbers,"  all  invoices  and  correspondence  relating  to  the  special 
accession. 

In  each  departmental  catalogue  a  separate  column  should  be  provided 
in  which  the  accession  number  should  be  recorded.  A  large  number  of 
specimens  in  many  departments  may  fall  under  one  accession  number. 

6.  There  is  much  advantage  in  printing  the  catalogues  of  a  museum. 
When  a  collection  is  sufficiently  rich  in  material  to  afford  the  opportunity 
for  a  scientific  revision  and  classification  of  the  science  which  it  illustrates, 
the  advantage  is  very  great  indeed,  as  is  demonstrated  by  what  the  Brit- 
ish Museum  has  accomplished. 

7.  When  great  general  catalogues  are  not  practicable,  much  advantage 
is  gained  by  printing  catalogues  of  special  collections,  however  small  they 
may  be,  provided  that  each  is  complete  in  its  own  field.  A  report  or 
memoir  upon  a  special  collection  may  be  made  to  ser\'e  the  purpose  of  a 
special  catalogue. 

When  printed  catalogues  can  be  well  illustrated,  their  usefulness  is 
increased  many  fold,  since  by  this  means  the  treasures  of  one  museum 
are  made  available  for  study  and  comparison  in  every  other  museum,  as 
well  as  by  the  multitudes  who  have  not  the  opportunity  to  see  the  museums 
in  person. 

8.  Catalogues  are  the  keys  to  the  treasure  vaults  of  a  museum. 

C. — SPKCIMKN   LABEI.S   OR   TICKETS. 

1.  The  inscription  which  is  inseparably  affixed  to  each  individual  speci- 
men is  the  most  essential  part  of  the  museum  record ;  for  this  not  only 
establishes  the  identity  of  the  specimen,  but  serves  to  show  to  what 
museum  it  belongs.  Registers  and  other  records  may  bum,  but  the  indi- 
vidual label  will  remain  as  long  as  the  specimen  itself,  to  give  to  it  authen- 
ticity and  significance. 

2.  The  inscription  should  not  only  refer  definitely  to  the  register  by 
means  of  the  catalogue  number,  but  should,  if  possible,  contain  a  state- 
ment of  locality,  and  the  name  of  the  collector  or  maker. 

IX.— EXHIBITION  LABELS  AND  THEIR   FUNCTIONS. 
A. — THE   PURPOSE   OF  THE   EXHIBITION   I.ABEI<. 

I .  The  exhibition  label  is  the  principal  means  by  which  the  treasures 
in  a  museum  are  made  intelligible  to  the  public,  the  guide,  the  lecturer, 
and  the  published  handbook,  though  each  in  a  Umited  field  more  effec- 


among  the  cases,  surrounded  by  hundreds  or  scores  of  auditors,  who  may 
either  take  notes  or  find  the  substance  of  the  lecture  in  a  syllabus  or 
printed  text-book  prepared  by  the  lecturer. 

Where  one  museum  visitor  listens  to  the  museum  lectures,  tens  of  thou- 
sands pass  through  the  halls  without  a  guide.  They  must  depend 
entirely  upon  the  labels  for  information;  for  guide  books,  if  such  have 
been  printed,  are  rarely  bought,  still  more  rarely  used  in  the  presence  of 
specimens,  and  though  often  taken  home  with  the  intention  of  studying 
them,  are  only  iu  the  rarest  instances  ever  opened  after  leaving  the 


3.  The  function  of  a  label,  then,  is  a  most  inijxjrtant  one,  since  it  is 
practically  ouly  throngh  the  aid  of  the  labels  that  visitors  derive  any 
benefit  whatever  from  a  visit  to  a  museum.  Therefore  a  label  should 
answer  all  the  questions  which  are  likely  to  arise  in  the  mind  of  the 
persons  examining  the  object  to  which  it  is  attached. 

4.  The  office  of  the  descriptive  laljel  may  be  stated  as  follows: 

(a)  The  lalx;!  must  tell  the  name  of  the  object;  its  exact  and  technical  - 
name  always,  and  if  there  l>e  one,  its  common  name. 

(d)  It  must  call  attention  to  the  features  which  it  is  important  for  the 
visitor  to  notice. 
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(^)  It  must  explain  its  meaning  and  its  relations  to  the  other  objects 
in  the  same  series.  If  it  is  a  natural  history  specimen  it  should  explain 
its  geographical  distribution,  which,  if  possible,  should  be  plotted  on  a 
small  map,  forming  a  part  of  the  label,  and  mentioning  peculiarities  of 
structure  or  habit. 

If  it  is  an  ethnological  object,  its  uses  and  construction  should  be 
explained,  its  materials  named,  if  they  are  not  obvious,  and  supplemen- 
tary information  given  by  means  of  pictures;  and  where  pictures  are 
better  than  words,  these  may  be  attached. 

(^)  The  exact  locality,  date  of  collection,  and  source  of  the  specimen 
exhibited,  should  be  mentioned. 

(e)  For  the  convenience  of  visitors  it  is  well,  in  many  cases,  to  give 
the  dimensions  or  weight  of  the  specimen. 

5.  The  label  may  be  made  to  convey  much  information  in  addition  to 
that  which  is  printed  upon  it  by  means  of  maps,  pictures,  and  diagrams, 
which  may  be  placed  by  its  side  to  reenforce  its  teachings,  and  also  by 
cross  references  to  other  specimens  in  the  museum,  or  to  books  on  the 
museum  reading  tables,  or  in  its  library. 

6.  Exact  references  from  the  label  to  the  specimen  which  it  explains 
may  be  effected  by  a  system  of  reference  numbers,  such  as  are  used  to 
bring  a  diagram  into  relation  with  descriptive  text. 

Colors  may  be  applied  to  portions  of  a  specimen,  in  order  to  make  the 
label  system  more  intelligible;  as,  for  instance,  when  it  is  desired  to  com- 
pare similar  parts  in  a  series  of  specimens  placed  side  by  side,  the  same 
color  in  each  signifying  homology. 

And  *  *  pointers  * '  may  be  used  upon  the  specimens  to  indicate  the  locali- 
ties of  small  objects,  or  especially  noteworthy  features  referred  to  on  the 
label. 

Comment. — ^The  late  Professor  Moseley  was  one  of  the  first  to  adopt  these  methods, 
ill  the  Oxford  Museum.  The  system  of  showing  homologies  by  color  was  used  in 
the  Milan  Museum  as  early  as  1878,  and  has  been  very  effectively  used  by  Mr.  F.  A. 
Lucas  in  the  United  States  National  Museum. 

B. — THE  ART  OF   LABEL  WRITING. 

1.  The  preparation  of  labels  is  one  of  the  most  difficult  tasks  of  the 
museum  man.  The  selection  of  the  descriptive  matter  to  be  printed 
requires  the  best  of  judgment  and  the  widest  and  most  accurate  infor- 
mation; while  to  determine  the  form  and  size  of  the  different  labels  in  a 
series,  and  to  secure  the  best  typographic  effect,  is  equally  difficult,  and 
requires  abilities  of  quite  a  different  order. 

2.  A  label  may  contain  a  vast  amount  of  exact  and  valuable  informa- 
tion, and  yet  by  reason  of  faulty  literary  and  typographic  arrangement, 
have  as  little  significance  and  value  as  a  piece  of  blank  paper. 

3.  Before  a  specialist  is  prepared  to  label  a  collection  he  must  be  a 
complete  master  of  the  subject  which  the  collection  is  intended  to  illus- 
trate.    After  he  has  written  the  series  of  labels,  if  the  collection  is  com- 


CoMMBNT. — In  Doctor  Edward  Eggleston's  new  School  History  of  ttie  United 
States  engravings,  portraits,  pictures  of  historical  localities,  costumes,  and  archee- 
ologicfll  objects,  are  interspersed  through  the  text,  and  each  of  these  has  a  label  of 
the  museum  type  surrounded  by  rules  and  separated  from  the  te;it,  with  wbich  it 
has  usually  only  general  relationship.  The  originals  which  are  thus  illustrated,  if 
brought  together,  would  make  an  admirable  museum  ^f  American  history,  and  the 
boalc  itself  could  hardly  be  improved  upon  as  a  handbook  to  such  a  collection.  The 
modem  illustrated  dictionary  owes  nmch  of  its  success  to  the  adoption  of  museum 
methods,  due  perhaps  to  the  fact  that  so  many  men  familiar  with  museum  methods 
have  been  engaged  upon  the  preparation  of  the  latest  American  publication  of  this 
kind,  the  Century  Dictionary,  and  the  more  recently  published  Standard  Dictionarjr. 
These  works  thus  impart  instruction  by  methods  very  similar  to  those  in  use  in 
museums,  except  that  they  are  much  at  a  disadvantage  by  reason  of  their  alphabetical 
arrangement.  This  is,  of  course,  one  respect  in  which  the  museum  exhibition  case 
has  the  advantage  over  the  lecturer  who  can  only  present  one  subject  at  a  time,  or 
over  the  writer  of  books  who  is  prevented  by  the  siie  of  his  pages  from  bringing  a 
lai^  number  of  ideas  into  view  at  once.  This  difficulty  has  been  in  part  overcome 
byithe  editor  of  the  Standard  Dictionary,  in  the  great  plates  where  are  shown  in  one 
case  all  the  principal  varieties  of  precious  stones;  in  another  plate  all  the  races  of 
the  domesticated  dog;  in  another,  the  badges  of  orders  of  chivalry.  Even  this, 
however,  is  far  from  reaching  the  possibility  possessed  by  the  museum,  with  its 
broad  expanses  of  eithibition  cases,  of  showing  a  large  number  of  objects  so  arranged 
as  to  explain  their  mutual  relationship,  and  so  labeled  as  to  explain  the  method  of 
arrangement. 


I/,  s  M.iioitiMuBum.  i»7.   pmii.  Plate  42. 
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C- — FORM  AND  SIZK   OF   I.ABKLS. 

I .  The  size  and  typography  of  the  label  are  of  the  greatest  importance. 
The  best  written  label  may  be  ruined  by  the  printer.  Not  only  nui.st  the 
letters  be  large  enough  to  be  legible  from  the  customary  ix)int  of  view, 
but  the  type  must  be  pleasing  in  form  and  .so  arranged  as  to  lead  the 
eye  of  the  reader  with  pleasure  from  one  line  to  another,  and  .so  broken 
into  paragraphs  as  to  seixirate  from  each  other  the  topics  discus.sed. 

Furthermore,  a  system  of  subordinate  sizes  of  type  is  es.scntial.  .so  that 
the  most  important  facts  shall  first  meet  the  eye.  In  many  of  the  lalxils 
printed  for  the  National  Mu.seum  tyjxi  of  four  or  {\\\i  different  sizes  is 
used,  the  largest  giving  the  name  of  the  object,  the  next  size  the  namL* 
of  the  locality  and  donor,  the  next  its  distribution,  and  so  on,  nnich  in 
the  order  of  importance  of  the  toi)ics  already  pro] K)sc'(i,  whilr  llje  K-ast 
essential  illustrated  matter  at  the  lx>ttomof  the  IiIr-I  is  1)1juv(1  in  tlu? 
smallest  type^  The  theory  is  that  the  largest  tyi^r  .sliould  givr  tlit*  in 
formation  desired  by  the  greatest  nunilxrr  <^f  visitors  (  by  fVi-ryoni- j ;  tin- 
next  size,  that  needed  by  those  who  are  studying  the  collistinii  in  :i  more 
leisurely  way,  and  .so  on. 

Too  much  can  not  Ix-  said  of  the  necessity  of  breakin^^  the  MeMTlptive 
matter  into  short  paragraphs,  which  shoiihl  iiev^r  W  inon-  llian  half  a 
square  in  length. 

Comment. -Where  a  laU-l  of  jrreai  wiflth  is  jirinn-'l.  ii  i .  Im  Ii<vi-.l  Ih^if  il  i'.  lHtl«-i 
to  arrange  the  matter  in  two  columns,  ratli'-r  lliaii  to  wr;.i  s  iln-  i-vr  l»y  i"liov%iiiK 
back  and  fro  across  the  capi.  I/i»mjN.  as  a  nil-,  v*  m  lo  1.-  iii«»'.l  ;..iH'.lii«  »"i  y  wlini 
nearly  square,  or  with  the  hcivrht  1--,^  t!i.':!j  \\v:  -AiHtli. 

2.  Much  attention  shouM  '-J '^:v-:i  t'.  th-  '  s-Wunw  ol  i\iM-aiHl  « nlm 
for  labels,  it  having  Uen  \u\\\v\  :•:;:*.  laiy-l .  jiiinl'-'l  'Hi  whit.-  ..iftHMiiU'l 
become  dirty  or  turn  ydlo-.v.  >.-:'!'.-,  \*^\\\v.  'la/./lin^'.  ainl  li'»iil  l'»  ifiid. 
Many  tints  of  cardlxiar^:.  v.-r.:.::  v.'.::M  '/l.-r/.i  v  b--  .iv.nl.il.I.-.  •  m\  imi  lo- 
used because  of  their  ie::':-.-::'.y  \u  :'-:•:  '/■,;'•'  tjou.iM'-  m  ii-^'  H  •••"'  <l""blv 
objectionable  when  it  >j-y::.'.-r  r.'.-- •■  -.-^ry  ♦'*  put  .1  In  .h  \^\\y\\\  IiI- I  by 
the  side  of  one  whic::  r.r-.-r  >.-•.:;.•:  -'/!'■'■  ::-  ':  ' 


r  ■    -  "•  .  .        -  .      M    I      Ml     till      L'l  ii|iii;i<  'li    'ill'l 

rr/-'*^-^-.     ■-•-'-:■   ..        -•■   '   '•-.    .•"„'„•   i'./   'Il'     iMl'ii".   ..r    III'    ..I.-.  .1  .IH'I 


COMMEXT.— .^ 

the  United  States  > 

has  been  one  of 

mineralogieal  co]i«r.:^r.«.  -..-.  

shelves  seems  preferr/-/-    :..-..  :.  •■     -•  • ■■  "'  '""'      •'•"''  ''  '"  '""'    '  ^ 

preference  Jn  a  s^ev.?:.:   :.-;-: V    '     •.  .X  .-l  i  .»••  H...mI.  i '..«- 

heavy  rongh-facei  r.-::.      V:-     '  .     -     .•      ."         ;.      .. -i  ". -»■.    M. ......  i.-n.;.. 

able.    There  i.  no  f.::^;-  :."-■ ..-..■•'     '.     ■■•"'"    '.'•  ..  i..  •.-— 

yellow  tone  set*,  o::  s_   r-.-  ,  .'  i 

is  used,  and  harr:i:::/- - 

case  intenox^.     L^ir.r-    .•■. 

materia]  for  la*^^'-   ':■>  ■•.-■■•-.■ 

this  is  made  of 'ic '.;  V   .  .  .■..,. 

a  dark  border.  •!'.  '."■  ■  '       .    ■     ■.. 

metal  rods  art  -z.-^,  .•.,■'■ 

interior  of  caMrv. 


black  are  printed  from  large  ivooden  type  and  are  used  to  indicate  the  general  system 
of  classilication  of  the  cases  upon  the  floor.  When  it  is  desire<l  to  use  outside  labels, 
glazed  and  framed,  which  are  not  in  this  general  classification  series,  we  priat  with 
heavy-faced  type  in  black  upon  nianila  or  cartridge  paper,  since  the  lilack  upon  yel- 
low is  more  legible  with  comparatively  small  type  than  the  gold  upon  black. 


A. — GUIDES  AND  LECTUREKS. 

r.  Ill  the  daj-5  when  museums  were  small  and  visitors  few  it  was 
possible,  as  has  already  lieeii  said,  for  a  curator  of  a  collection  personally 
to  conduct  the  visitors  and  to  explain  to  them  the  collections;  but  this 
can  no  longer  be  done  under  the  changed  conditions.  The  label  and  the 
handbook  have  forever  replaced  the  guide,  for  an  unintelligent  leader 
can  effect  nothing  but  harm. 

2.   A  modification  of  the  guide  sy.stem  is  still  practicable  under  certain   ' 
circumstances,  as  wlieii  a  party  of  persons  interested  in  .some  special  sub- 
ject are  conducted  through  a  portion  of  a  mu.seum  by  a  teacher  or  some 
member  of  the  museum  staff  who  ser\-es  in  this  capacity.     This  is  the 
floor-lecture  system,  which,  however,  to  be  efficient  must  be  coupled  with 
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some  method  of  excluding  the  general  public  from  the  alcove  m  which 
the  party  is  for  the  time  engaged. 

3.  Formal  lectures  in  the  lecture  hall  of  the  museum,  illustrated  by 
specimens  withdrawn  from  the  cases,  are  exceedingly  useful,  although 
they  reach  but  a  limited  number  of  persons.  Such  lectures  are  most 
useful  when  in  courses  and  devoted  to  a  special  topic;  still  better  when 
they  are  addressed  to  a  particular  class  in  the  community,  as,  for  instance, 
the  teachers  in  pubHc  schools. 

Comment. — The  courses  carried  on  at  the  American  Museum  of  Natural  History 
in  connection  with  the  normal-school  system  of  the  State  of  New  York  are  an 
example. 

4.  In  university  towns  the  use  of  the  lecture  room  and  the  illustrative 
resources  of  the  museum  may  to  good  advantage  be  placed  at  the  disposal 
of  the  professors  and  their  classes. 

5.  A  member  of  the  staff  may  sometimes  do  good  service  by  inviting  a 
group  of  visitors  to  his  laboratory,  in  order  to  explain,  with  the  u.se  of 
specimens  and  reference  books,  some  special  point  upon  which  they  seek 
information. 

B. — HANDBOOKS  AND  GUIDEBOOKS. 

1.  The  handbook  and  guidebook  supplement  the  label  system,  and 
used  in  connection  with  labels  render  still  more  unnecessary  the  services 
of  a  guide. 

2.  The  guidebook,  properly  speaking,  is  a  brief  manual  in  which  the 
plan  of  the  museum  and  the  general  character  of  its  contents  are  described. 
It  should  have  diagrams  of  buildings,  showing  the  location  of  the  various 
halls  and  their  uses,  and  diagrams  when  necessary  of  the  halls,  showing 
the  system  of  arrangement.  The  guidebook,  in  short,  is  a  general  label 
for  the  museum  as  a  whole.  Since  guidebooks  are  usually  kept  as  souve- 
nirs, they  should  contain  a  certain  amount  of  descriptive  and  historical 
matter,  and  pictures  of  the  building  and  of  some  of  its  most  notable 
treasures. 

3.  The  handbook  relates  to  a  portion  of  the  museum,  either  a  depart- 
ment or  a  special  collection  within  the  department,  and  should  present 
the  information  conveyed  by  the  exhibition  labels  belonging  to  the  branch 
to  which  it  relates. 

When  a  collection  has  been  well  labeled,  a  complete  handbook  may  be 
made  simply  by  combining  the  labels  in  proper  order  and  printing  them. 
If  the  collection  is  complete  and  well  selected,  the  handbook  describing 
it  becomes  an  encyclopaedic  manual  of  the  subject  illustrated. 

Printed  catalogues,  such  as  have  already  been  referred  to,  often  fulfill 
the  function  of  handbooks,  though  usually  too  technical  for  that  purpose. 

The  catalogue  should  be  technical  and  exhaustive  and  adapted  for  the 
use  of  the  professional  student.  When  it  relates  to  a  large  collection, 
and  especially  when  illustrated,  it  is  too  large  to  be  convenient  for 
general  use. 


D. — LIBRARY. 

1 .  Every  well-appointed  museum  should  have  a  good  reference  library, 
which  should  include  the  principal  books  of  reference  in  regard  to  the 
various  specialties  with  which  it  is  concerned,  and  especially  the  great 
illustrated  works  relating  to  other  museums  which  can  not  be  displayed 
in  the  exhibition  halls.  This  library  should  be  freely  accessible  to  vis- 
itors and  provided  with  comfortable  furniture  and  facilities  for  taking 
notes. 

2.  The  museum  library  should,  if  possible,  be  so  situated  as  to  form 
one  of  the  features  of  the  museum,  and  the  doors  so  arranged  that  vis- 
itors can  look  in  without  disturbing  those  who  are  reading.  The  effective- 
ness of  such  an  arrangement  will  be  appreciated  by  all  who  have  visited 
the  Mus^e  Guimet  in  Paris,  or  the  Museo  di  Ultramar  in  Madrid: 

3.  In  addition  to  the  general  reference  library,  special  collections  of 
books  may  advantageously  be  developed  in  comiection  with  the  several 
departments  of  a  museuni.  So  long  as  these  are  judiciously  limited  in 
scope,  they  can  not  well  be  too  extensive,  since  a  technical  library  is 
always  more  useful  when  it  is  more  directly  under  the  influence  of  a  spe- 
cialist, than  when  administered  as  a  part  of  a  great  general  library  by 
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professional  librarians.  In  a  library  of  this  kind,  much  material  not 
usually  of  much  service  elsewhere — pamphlets,  cuttings,  pictures,  technical 
manuscripts,  etc. — will  accumulate  and  be  kept  under  control. 

CoMMBNT. — In  the  United  States  National  Mnsetun,  there  are  a  considerable  num- 
ber of  sectional  libraries,  shelved  in  proximity  to  the  collections  to  which  they  relate, 
and  imder  the  direct  care  of  the  curators.  These  are  all  under  control,  by  means  of  a 
card  catalogue,  kept  in  the  central  library,  where  works  of  general  interest  are 
retained,  and  may  be  recalled  at  any  moment  by  the  museum  librarian. 

XI.— THE   FUTURE   OF   MUSEUM  WORK. 
A. — THE   GROWTH   OF  THE   MUSEUM   IDEA. 

1.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  importance  of  the  museum  as  an 
agency  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  will  be  recognized  so 
long  as  interest  in  science  and  education  continues  to  exist.  The  predic- 
tion of  Professor  Jevons,  in  1881,  that  the  increase  in  the  number  of  muse- 
eums  of  some  sort  or  other  nmst  be  almost  coextensive  with  the  progress 
of  real  popular  education,  is  already  being  realized.  Numerous  local 
museums  have  been  organized  within  the  past  fifteen  years  in  the  midst 
of  new  communities.  Special  museums  of  new  kinds  are  developing  in 
the  old  centers,  and  every  university,  college,  and  school  is  organizing  or 
extending  its  cabinet.  The  success  of  the  Museums  Association  in  Great 
Britain  is  another  evidence  of  the  growing  popularity  of  the  museum  idea, 
and  similar  organizations  must  of  necessity  soon  be  formed  in  every  civilized 
nation. 

2.  With  this  increase  of  interest  there  has  been  a  corresponding  improve- 
ment in  museum  administration.  More  men  of  ability  and  originality  are 
engaging  in  this  work,  and  the  results  are  manifest  in  all  its  branches. 

The  museum  recluse,  a  type  which  had  many  representatives  in  past 
years,  among  them  not  a  few  eminent  specialists,  is  becoming  much  less 
common,  and  this  change  is  not  to  be  regretted.  The  general  use  of 
specimens  in  class-room  instruction  and  still  more,  the  introduction  of 
laboratory  work  in  higher  institutions,  has  brought  an  army  of  teachers 
intc  direct  relations  \vith  museum  administration,  and  much  support  and 
improvement  has  resulted. 

3.  Museum  administration  having  become  a  profession,  the  feeling  is 
growing  more  and  more  general  that  it  is  one  in  which  talents  of  a  high 
order  can  be  utilized.  It  is  eSvSential  to  the  future  development  of  the 
museum  that  the  best  men  should  be  secured  for  this  kind  of  work,  and 
to  this  end  it  is  important  that  a  lofty  professional  standard  should  be 
established. 

B. — PUBUC  APPRECIATION  OF  THE   MATERIAI.  VALUE  OF  COLLECTIONS. 

I .  The  museum  of  nature  or  art  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  material 
possessions  of  a  nation  or  a  city.     It  is,  as  has  well  been  said,  **  the  peo- 
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gross  injustice  to  the  descendants  of  the  large-minded  collectors)  had  not  Parlia- 
ment made  certain  pecuniary  advances  on  account  of  them.  While  but  for  the 
foundation  of  the  British  Museum  and  of  the  National  Gallery,  the  collections  of 
Cracherode  and  Holwell  Carr,  of  Beaumont,  of  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  and  of  King  George 
III  would  have  continued  in  the  hands  of  individuals. 

C. — PUBLIC   APPRECIATION-  OF    THE    HIGHER     FUNCTION  OF    MUSEUMS. 

1.  Museums,  libraries,  reading  rooius,  and  parks  have  been  referred 
to  by  some  wise  person  as  "passionless  reformers,*'  and  no  better  term 
can  be  employed  to  describe  one  of  the  most  important  of  their  uses. 

CoMMKNT. — The  appreciation  of  the  utility  of  museums  to  the  great  public  lies 
at  the  foundation  of  what  is  known  as  "the  modem  museum  idea.'*  No  one  has 
written  more  eloquently  of  the  moral  influence  of  museums  than  Mr.  Ruskin,  and 
whatever  may  be  thought  of  the  manner  in  which  he  has  carried  his  idea  into  prac- 
tice in  his  workingmen's  museum,  near  Sheffield,  his  influence  has  undoubtedly 
done  much  to  stimulate  the  development  of  the  "people's  museum."  The  same 
spirit  inspired  Sir  Henry  Cole  when  he  said  to  the  people  of  Birmingham  in  1894: 
•'  If  you  wish  your  schools  of  science  and  art  to  be  effective,  your  health,  your  air, 
and  your  food  to  l)e  wholesome,  your  life  to  l>e  long,  and  your  manufactiu'es  to 
improve,  your  trade  to  increase,  and  your  people  to  be  civilized,  you  must  have 
museums  of  science  and  art  to  illustrate  the  principles  of  life,  wealth,  nature, 
science,  art,  and  beauty." 

And  I  never  shall  forget  the  words  of  the  late  Sir  Philip  Cunliffe  Owen,  who  said 
lo  me  some  years  ago:  "We  educate  our  working  people  in  the  public  schools,  gi\e 
I  hem  a  love  for  refined  and  beautiful  objects,  and  stimulate  them  in  a  desire  for 
information.  They  leave  school,  go  into  the  pursuits  of  town  life,  and  have  no 
means  provided  for  the  gratification  of  the  tastes  they  have  been  forced  to  acquire. 
It  is  as  nuich  the  duty  of  the  Government  to  provide  them  with  museums  and 
libraries  for  their  higher  education  as  it  is  to  establish  schools  for  their  primary 
instruction." 

2.  The  development  of  the  modem  museum  idea  is  due  to  Great  Britain 
in  nuich  greater  degree  than  to  any  other  nation,  and  the  movement  dates 
from  the  period  of  the  great  exhibition  of  185 1,  which  is  recognized  upon 
the  western  side  of  the  Atlantic  as  marking  an  epoch  in  the  intellectual 
progress  of  English-speaking  peoples.  •  The  munificence  with  which  the 
national  museums  of  Great  Britain  have  been  supported,  and  the  liberal- 
minded  manner  in  which  they  have  been  utilized  in  the  cause  of  popular 
education  and  for  the  promotion  of  the  highest  intellectual  ideals,  has 
l>een  and  still  is  a  source  of  inspiration  to  all  in  America  who  are  laboring 
for  similar  results. 

3.  The  future  of  the  museum,  as  of  all  similar  public  institutions,  is 
inseparably  associated  with  the  continuance  of  modern  civilization,  by 
means  of  which  those  sotu*ces  of  enjoyment  which  w^ere  formerly  accessi- 
ble to  the  rich  only,  are  now,  more  and  more,  placed  in  the  possession 
and  ownership  of  all  the  people  (an  adaption  of  what  Jevons  has  called 
"the  principle  of  the  multiplication  of  utility*'),  with  the  result  that 
objects  which  were  formerly  accessible  only  to  the  wealthy,  and  seen  by 
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There  is  an  Oriental  saying  that  the  distance  between  ear  and  eye  is 
small,  but  the  difference  between  hearing  and  seeing  very  great. 

More  terse  and  not  less  forcible  is  our  o\^n  proverb,  **To  see  is  to 
know,"  which  expresses  a  growing  tendency  in  the  human  mind. 

In  this  busy,  critical,  and  skeptical  age  each  man  is  seeking  to  know 
all  things,  and  life  is  too  short  for  many  words.  The  eye  is  used  more 
and  more,  the  ear  less  and  less,  and  in  the  use  of  the  eye,  descriptive 
writing  is  set  aside  for  pictures,  and  pictures  in  their  turn  are  replaced 
by  actual  objects.  In  the  schoolroom  the  diagram,  the  blackboard,  and 
the  object  lesson,  unknown  thirty  years  ago,  are  universally  employed. 
The  public  lecturer  uses  the  stereopticon  to  reenforce  his  words,  the 
editor  illustrates  his  journals  and  magazines  with  engravings  a  hundred- 
fold more  numerous  and  elaborate  than  his  predecessor  thought  needful, 
and  the  merchant  and  manufacturer  recommend  their  wares  by  means  of 
vivid  pictographs.  The  local  fair  of  old  has  grown  into  the  great  expo- 
sition, often  international  and  always  under  some  governmental  patron- 
age, and  thousands  of  such  have  taken  place  within  forty  years,  from 
Japan  to  Tasmania,  and  from  Norway  to  Brazil. 

Amid  such  tendencies,  the  museum,  it  would  seem,  should  find  con- 
genial place,  for  it  is  the  most  powerful  and  useful  auxiliary  of  all  sys- 
tems of  teaching  by  means  of  object  lessons. 

The  work  of  organizing  museums  has  not  kept  pace  with  the  times. 
The  United  States  is  far  behind  the  spirit  of  its  own  people,  and  less 
progressive  than  England,  Germany,  France,  Italy,  or  Japan.  We  have, 
it  is  true,  two  or  three  centers  of  great  activity  in  museum  work,  but 
there  have  been  few  new  ones  established  within  twenty  years,  and  many 
of  the  old  ones  are  in  a  state  of  torpor.  This  can  not  long  continue. 
The  museum  of  the  past  must  be  set  aside,  reconstructed,  transformed 
from  a  cemetery  of  bric-a-brac  into  a  nursery  of  living  thoughts.  The 
museum  of  the  future  must  stand  side  by  side  with  the  library  and  the 
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The  history  of  museum  and  libraiy  runs  in  parallel  lines.  It  is  not 
until  the  development  of  the  arts  and  sciences  has  taken  place,  until  an 
extensive  written  literature  has  grown  up,  and  a  distinct  literaiy  and 
scientific  class  has  been  developed,  that  it  is  possible  for  the  modern 
library  and  museum  to  come  into  existence.  The  museum  of  the  pres- 
ent is  more  unlike  its  old-time  representative  than  is  our  library  unlike 
its  prototype. 

There  were,  in  the  remote  past,  galleries  of  pictures  and  sculpture  as 
well  as  museums,  so  called.  Public  collections  of  paintings  and  statuary 
were  founded  in  Greece  and  Rome  at  a  very  early  day.  There  was  a 
gallery  of  paintings  (Pinacotheca)  in  one  of  the  marble  halls  of  the 
Propylseum  at  Athens,  and  in  Rome  there  was  a  lavish  public  display  of 
works  of  art. 

M.  Dezobr\',  in  his  l)rilliant  work  upon  "Rome  in  the  time  of  Augus- 
tus" {Rome  an  si7cie  (VAugicste^,  described  this  phase  of  the  Lratin  civili- 
zation in  the  first  century  before  Christ. 

* '  For  many  years, ' '  remarks  one  of  his  characters,  *  *  the  taste  for 
paintings  has  been  extending  in  a  most  extraordinary  manner.  In  for- 
mer times  they  were  only  to  be  found  in  the  temples,  where  they  were 
placed,  less  for  puqK)ses  of  ornament  than  as  an  act  of  homage  to  the 
gods;  now  they  are  everywhere,  not  only  in  temples,  in  private  houses, 
and  in  public  halls,  but  also  on  outside  walls,  exposed  freely  to  air  and 
sunlight.  Rome  is  one  great  i)icture  gallery;  the  Fonim  of  Augustus  is 
gorgeous  with  paintings,  and  they  may  be  seen  also  in  the  Forum  of 
Caesar,  in  the  Roman  F'oruni,  under  the  peristyles  of  many  of  the  tem- 
ples, and  esi)ecially  in  the  porticos  used  for  public  promenades,  some  of 
which  are  literally  filled  with  them.  Thus  everybody  is  enabled  to  enjoy 
them,  and  to  enjoy  them  at  all  hours  of  the  day." 

The  public  men  of  Rome  at  a  later  i>eriod  in  its  liistor>^  were  no  less 
mindful  of  the  claims  of  art.  They  Ijelieved  that  the  metropolis  of  a 
great  nation  should  be  adorned  with  all  the  best  products  of  civilization. 
We  are  told  by  Pliny  that  when  Caesar  was  dictator,  he  purchased  for 
300,000  deniers  two  Greek  paintings,  which  he  caused  to  be  publicly 
displayed,  and  that  Agrippa  placed  many  costly  works  of  art  in  a  hall 
which  he  built  and  bequeathed  to  the  Roman  people.  Constantine 
gathered  together  in  Constantinople  the  paintings  and  sculptures  of  the 
great  masters,  so  that  the  city  before  its  destruction  became  a  great 
museum  like  Rome. 

The  taste  for  works  of  art  was  in  the  days  of  the  ancient  civilizations 
generally  prevalent  throughout  the  whole  Mediterranean  region,  and 
there  is  abundant  reason  t(^  believe  that  there  were  prototypes  of  the 
modern  museum  in  Persia,  Assyria,  Babylonia,  and  Egypt,  as  well  as 
in  Rome. 

Collections  in  natural  history  also  undoubtedly  existed,  though  we 
have  no  positive  descriptions  of  them.     Natural  curiosities,  of  course. 


number  was  small,  and  they  must  have  consisted  chiefly  of  those  objects 
so  nearly  akin  to  literature  as  especially  to  conimaucl  the  attentiou  of 
bookish  men. 

The  idea  of  a  great  national  museum  of  science  and  art  was  first  worked 
out  by  Lord  Bacon  in  his  New  Atlantis,  a  philosophical  romance,  pub- 
lished at  the  close  of  the  seventeenth  century. 

The  first  scientific  museum  actually  founded  was  that  begim  at  Oxford, 
in  1677,  by  El  ias  Ash  mole,  still  known  as  the  Ashmolean  Museum,  com- 
posed chiefly  of  natural -hi  story  specimens,  collected  by  the  lx>tanists 
Tradescant,  father  and  son,  in  Virginia  and  in  the  north  of  Africa. 
Soon  after,  in  1753,  the  British  Museum  was  established  by  act  of 
Parliament,  inspired  by  the  will  of  Sir  Hans  Sloane,  who,  dying  in  1749. 
left  to  the  nation  his  invaluable  collection  of  books,  manuscripts,  and 
curiosities. 

Many  of  the  great  national  museums  of  Europe  had  their  origin  in  the 
private  collections  of  monarchs.  France  claims  the  honor  of  liaving  been 
the  first  to  change  a  royal  into  a  national  museum  when,  in  1789,  the 
Louvre  came  into  the  possession  of  a  republican  government. 

;S  very  clear,  however,  that  democratic  England  stands  several  dec- 
iu  advauce — its  act,  moreover,  being  one  of  deliberate  founding 
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rather  than  a  species  of  conquest.  A  century  before  this,  when  Charles  I 
was  beheaded  by  order  of  Parliament,  his  magnificent  private  collec- 
tion was  dispersed.  What  a  blessing  it  would  be  to  England  to-day 
if  the  idea  of  founding  a  national  museum  had  been  suggested  to  the 
Cromwellians.  The  intellectual  life  of  America  is  so  closely  bound  to 
that  of  England,  that  the  revival  of  interest  in  museums  and  in  popular 
education  at  the  middle  of  the  present  century  is  especially  significant 
to  us. 

The  great  exhibition  of  1851  was  one  of  the  most  striking  features  of 
the  industrial  revolution  in  England,  that  great  transformation  which, 
following  closely  upon  the  introduction  of  railroads,  turned  England, 
feudal  and  agricultural,  into  England  democratic  and  commercial.  This 
exhibition  marked  an  epoch  in  the  intellectual  progress  of  English- 
speaking  peoples.  "The  great  exhibition,"  writes  a  popular  novel- 
ist— a  social  philosopher  as  well — '^djd  one  great  service  for  country 
people:  It  taught  them  how  easy  it  is  to  get  to  London,  and  what  a 
mine  of  wealth,  especially  for  after-memory  and  purposes  of  conversa- 
tion, exists  in  that  great  place.** 

Our  own  Centennial  Exhibition  in  1876  was  almost  as  great  a  revela- 
tion to  the  people  of  the  United  States.  The  thoughts  of  the  country 
were  opened  to  many  things  before  undreamed  of.  One  thing  we  may 
regret,  that  we  have  no  such  widespread  system  of  museums  as  that 
which  has  developed  in  the  motherland,  with  South  Kensington  as  its 
administrative  center. 

Under  the  wise  administration  of  the  South  Kensington  staff,  an  out- 
growth of  the  events  of  185 1,  a  great  system  of  educational  museums 
has  been  developed  all  through  the  United  Kingdom.  A  similar  exten- 
sion of  public  museums  in  this  country  would  be  quite  in  harmony  with 
the  spirit  of  the  times,  as  shown  in  the  present  efforts  toward  university 
extensions. 

England  has  had  nearly  forty  years  in  which  to  develop  these  ten- 
dencies and  we  but  thirteen  since  our  exhibition.  May  we  not  hope 
that  within  a  like  period  of  time  and  before  the  year  19 14  the  United 
States  may  have  attained  the  position  which  England  now  occupies,  at 
least  in  the  respect  of  popular  interest  and  substantial  governmental 
support. 

There  are  now  over  one  hundred  and  fifty  public  museums  in  the 
United  Kingdom,  all  active  and  useful.  The  museum  systems  of  Great 
Britain  are,  it  seems  to  me,  much  closer  to  the  ideal  which  America 
should  follow  than  are  those  of  either  France  or  Germany.  They  are 
designed  more  thoughtfully  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  people,  and  are 
more  intimately  intertwined  with  the  policy  of  national,  popular  educa- 
tion. Sir  Henry  Cole,  the  fotmder  of  the  '*  department  of  science  and 
art,*'  speaking  of  the  purpose  of  the  museum  under  his  care,  said  to 
the  people  of  Birmingham  in  1874:  '*  If  you  wish  your  schools  of  science 
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while  others  are  engaged  in  the  increase  of  the  collections  and  their 
installation. 

I  hope  and  firmly  believe  that  every  American  community  with  inhab- 
itants to  the  nnmber  of  five  thousand  or  more  will  within  the  next 
half  century  have  a  public  library,  under  the  management  of  a  trained 
librarian.  Be  it  ever  so  small,  its  influence  upon  the  people  would  be 
of  untold  value.  One  of  the  saddest  things  in  this  life  is  to  realize 
that  in  the  death  of  the  elder  members  of  a  connnunity  so  much  that  is 
pnedoiis  in  the  way  of  knowledge  and  exj)erience  is  lost  to  the  world. 
It  is  through  the  agency  of  books  that  mankind  l^enefits  by  the  toil  of 
post  generations  and  is  able  to  avoid  their  errors. 

In  these  days,  when  printing  is  cheap  and  authors  are  countless,  that 
which  is  good  and  true  in  human  thought  is  in  danger  of  l^eing  entirely 
overlooked.  The  daily  papers,  and  alx)ve  all  the  overgrown  and  uncanny 
Sunday  papers,  are  like  weeds  in  a  garden,  whose  rank  leaves  not  only 
consume  the  resources  of  the  soil  but  hide  from  view  the  more  modest 
and  more  useful  plants  of  slower  growth. 

Most  suggestive  may  we  find  an  essay  on  Capital  and  Culture  in 
America,  which  recently  ap|>eared  in  one  of  the  ICnglish  reviews.  The 
author,  a  well-known  Anglo- American  astronomer,  lx)ldly  asserts  that — 

Year  by  year  it  becomes  clearer  that,  despite  the  larj^'e  al)M»lute  inorcasi*  in  the 
nnmber  of  men  and  women  of  culture  in  Ameriea,  the  nation  is  deterioratinj;  in 
r^;ard  to  culture.  Among  five  luuulred  towns  where  formerly  courses  of  varie<l 
entertainments  worthy  of  civilized  communities  concerts,  readinj^s,  lectures  on 
artistic,  literaryi  and  scientific  subjects,  etc.  were  successfully  arran^jwl  season 
after  season,  scarcely  fifty  now  feel  justified  in  continuiii)^'  their  efforts  in  the  cause 
of  culture,  knowing  that  the  connnunity  will  no  lon^^er  suj)port  them.  Scientific, 
literary,  and  artistic  societies,  formerly  flourishing,  are  now  dying,  or  dead  in  many 
cities  which  have  in  the  meantime  increased  in  wealth  and  populati^Mi. 

He  instances  Cliicago  as  typical  of  an  important  iK)rtion  of  America, 
and  cites  evidences  of  decided  deterioration  within  sixteen  years. 

The  people's  museum  should  be  nnicli  more  than  a  house  full  of  sjK^ci- 
mens  in  glass  cases.  It  should  be  a  house  full  of  ideas,  arranged  with 
the  strictest  attention  to  system. 

I  once  tried  to  express  this  thought  by  saying,  '*.\n  eflicient  educa- 
tional museum  may  Ixi  descril)ed  as  a  collection  of  instructive  lal)els,  each 
illustrated  by  a  well-selected  six^cimen." 

The  museum,  let  me  add,  should  be  more  than  a  collection  of  sjKvi- 
mens  well  arranged  and  well  lal)eled.  I^ike  the  library,  it  should  l)e  under 
the  con.stant  supervision  of  one  or  more  men  well  informed,  scholarly, 
and  withal  practical,  and  fitted  by  tastes  and  training  to  aid  in  the  edu- 
cational work. 

I  should  not  organize  the  museum  primarily  for  the  use  of  the  i)eoi)le 
in  their  larv^al  or  school-going  stage  of  existence.  The  ]>ublic-.school 
teacher,  with  the  illustrated  text-lx)ok,  diagrams,  and  other  appliances, 
is  in  these  days  a  professional  outfit  which  is  usually  quite  sufficient  to 


groups,  in  systematic  sequence,  so  that  tlie>'  have  a  collective  as  well  as 
an  individual  significance.  Furthermore,  much  of  their  meaning  may 
be  read  at  a  glance. 

The  museum  cultivates  the  powers  of  ol>ser\'ation,  and  the  casual 
visitor  even  makes  discoveries  for  himself  and  under  tlie  guidance  of 
the  labels  forms  liis  own  impressions.  In  the  library  one  studies  the 
impressions  of  others.  The  library  is  most  useful  to  the  educated,  the 
niusemn  to  educated  and  uneducated  alike,  to  the  masses  as  well  as  to 
the  few,  and  is  a  powerful  stimulant  to  intellectual  activity  in  either 
class.  The  influence  of  the  museum  upon  a  connnunity  i.s  not  so  deep 
as  that  of  the  library,  but  extends  to  a  much  larger  numljer  of  people. 

The  National  Museum  lias  300,000  visitors  a  year,  each  of  whom  car- 
ries away  a  certain  number  of  new  thoughts. 

The  two  ideas  may  be  carried  out,  .side  by  side,  in  the  .same  building, 
and  if  need  be  under  the  same  management,  not  only  without  antago- 
nism, but  with  advantage. 

That  the  proximity  of  a  good  library  is  absolutely  essential  to  the 
usefulness  of  a  museum  will  be  admitted  by  everyone. 

I  am  confident  also  that  a  museum,  wisely  organized  and  properly 
arranged,  is  certain  to  benefit  the  library  near  which  it  stands  in  many 
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ways  through  its  power  to  stimulate  interest  in  books,  thus  increasing 
the  general  popularity  of  the  Hbrary  and  enlarging  its  endowment. 

Many  books,  and  valuable  ones,  would  be  required  in  the  first  kind 
of  museum  work,  but  it  is  not  intended  to  enter  into  competition  with 
the  library'.  (When  necessary,  volumes  could  be  duplicated.)  It  is 
very  often  the  case,  however,  that  books  are  more  useful  and  safer  in  the 
museum  than  on  the  library  shelves,  for  in  the  museum  they  may  be  seen 
daily  by  thousands,  while  in  the  library  their  very  existence  is  forgotten 
by  all  except  their  custodian. 

Audubon's  Birds  of  North  America  is  a  book  which  everyone  has 
heard  of  and  which  everyone  wants  to  see  at  least  once  in  his  lifetime. 
In  a  library,  it  probably  is  not  examined  by  ten  persons  in  a  year;  in  a 
museum,  the  volumes  exposed  to  view  in  a  glass  case,  a  few  of  the  most 
striking  plates  attractively  framed  and  hung  upon  the  wall  near  at  hand, 
it  teaches  a  lesson  to  every  passer-by. 

The  library  may  be  called  upon  for  aid  by  the  museum  in  many  direc- 
tions. Pictures  are  often  better  than  specimens  to  illustrate  certain  ideas. 
The  races  of  man  and  their  distribution  can  only  be  shown  by  pictures 
and  maps.  Atlases  of  ethnological  portraits  and  maps  are  out  of  place  in 
a  library  if  there  is  a  museum  near  by  in  which  they  can  be  displayed. 
They  are  not  even  members  of  the  class  described  by  Lamb  as  '  *  books 
which  are  not  books. ' '  They  are  not  books,  but  museum  specimens  mas- 
querading in  the  dress  of  books. 

There  is  another  kind  of  depository  which,  though  in  external  features 
so  similar  to  the  museum,  and  often  confused  with  it  in  name  as  well  as 
in  thought,  is  really  very  unlike  it.  This  is  the  art  gallery.  The  scien- 
tific tendencies  of  modern  thought  have  permeated  every  department  of 
human  activity,  even  influencing  the  artist.  Many  art  galleries  are  now 
called  museums,  and  the  assumption  of  the  name  usually  tends  toward 
the  adoption  in  some  degree  of  a  scientific  method  of  installation.  The 
difference  between  a  museum  and  a  gallery  is  solely  one  of  method  of 
management.  The  Musee  des  Thermes — the  Cluny  Museum — in  Paris 
is,  notwithstanding  its  name,  simply  a  gallery  of  curious  objects.  Its 
contents  are  arranged  primarily  with  reference  to  their  effect.  The  old 
monastery  in  which  they  are  placed  affords  a  magnificent  example  of 
the  interior  decorative  art  of  the  Middle  Ages. 

The  Cluny  Museum  is  a  most  fascinating  and  instructive  place.  I 
would  not  have  it  otherwise  than  it  is,  but  it  will  always  be  unique,  the 
sole  representative  of  its  kind.  The  features  which  render  it  attractive 
yould  be  ruinous  to  any  museum.  It  is,  more  than  any  other  that  I 
know,  a  collection  arranged  from  the  standpoint  of  the  artist.  The  same 
material,  in  the  hands  of  a  Klemm  or  a  Pitt-Rivers,  arranged  to  show 
the  history  of  human  thought,  would,  however,  be  much  more  interest- 
ing, and,  if  the  work  were  judiciously  done,  would  lose  none  of  its 
aesthetic  allurements. 


libraries,  miiseuuis,  art,  and  iiidustnal  ecUicatioii. 

However  much  the  state  may  help,  the  private  individual  nuist  lead, 
organize,  and  prepare  the  way.  "  It  is  universally  admitted,"  said  the- 
Marquis  of  Lansdowiie  in  1847,  "t'lat  governments  are  the  worst  of  cul- 
tivators, the  worst  of  manufacturers,  the  worst  of  traders,"  and  Sir 
Kobert  Peel  said  in  similar  strain  that  "the  action  of  government  is 
torpid  at  best." 

In  beginning  a  museum  the  endowment  is  of  course  the  most  es.sential 
thing,  especially  in  a  great  city  like  Brooklyn,  which  has  a  high  ideal  of 
what  is  due  to  the  intelligeuce  of  its  populace  and  to  the  civic  dignity. 
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Unremunerated  service  in  museum  administration,  though  it  may  be 
enthusiastically  offered  and  conscientiously  performed,  will  in  the  end 
fail  to  be  satisfactory.  Still  more  is  it  impossible  for  a  respectable 
museum  to  grow  up  without  liberal  expenditure  for  the  acquisition  of 
collections  and  their  installation. 

Good  administration  is  not  to  be  had  for  nothing.  As  to  the  qualifica- 
tion of  a  museum  administrator,  whether  it  be  for  a  museum  of  science 
or  a  museum  of  art,  it  is  perhaps  superfluous  to  say  that  he  should  be  the 
very  best  obtainable,  a  man  of  ability,  enthusiasm,  and,  withal,  of  experi- 
ence ;  for  the  administration  of  museums  and  exhibitions  has  become  of 
late  years  a  profession,  and  careful  study  of  methods  of  administration  is 
indispensable.  If  the  new  administrator  has  not  had  experience  he  must 
needs  gain  it  at  the  expense  of  the  establishment  which  employes  him — 
an  expense  of  which  delay,  waste,  and  needless  experiment  form  consid- 
erable elements. 

No  investment  is  more  profitable  to  a  museum  than  that  in  the  salary 
fund.  Around  a  nucleus  of  men  of  established  reputation  and  adminis- 
trative tact  will  naturally  grow  up  a  staff  of  volunteer  assistants  whose 
work,  assisted  and  directed  in  the  best  channels,  will  be  of  infinite  value. 

The  sinews  and  brains  of  the  organism  being  first  provided,  the 
development  of  its  body  still  remains.  The  outer  covering,  the  dress, 
can  wait.  It  is  much  l>etter  to  hire  buildings  for  temporary  use,  or  to 
build  rude  fireproof  sheds,  than  to  put  up  a  permanent  museum  building 
before  at  least  a  provisional  idea  of  its  personnel  and  contents  has  been 
acquired. 

As  has  l>een  already  said,  a  museum  must  spend  money  in  the  acquisition 
of  collections,  and  a  great  deal  of  money.  The  British  Museum  has 
already  cost  the  nation  for  establishment  and  maintenance  not  far  from 
$3o,oo(:),ocK3.  Up  to  1 882  over  $1 ,500, (xx)  had  been  expended  in  purcliase 
of  objects  for  the  art  collections  at  vSouth  Kensington  alone. 

Such  exiKMiditures  are  usually  good  investments  of  national  funds, 
however.  In  1882,  after  about  twenty-five  years  of  experience,  the 
buildings  and  contents  of  the  South  Kensington  Museum  had  cost  the 
nation  alx:)Ut  $5,000,000,  but  competent  authorities  were  satisfied  that 
an  auction  on  the  premises  could  not  bring  less  than  $100,000,000.  For 
every  dollar  S]^)ent,  however,  gifts  will  come  in  to  the  value  of  many  dollars. 
In  this  connection  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  quote  the  words  of  one  of  the 
most  experienced  of  EngHsh  nmseum  administrators  (presumably  Sir 
Philip  Cunliffe  Owen)  when  asked  many  years  ago  whether  Americans 
might  not  develop  great  public  institutions  on  the  plan  of  those  at 
Kensington: 

Let  them  plant  the  thing  [he  said],  and  it  can't  help  growing,  and  most  likely 
beyond  their  powers — ^as  it  has  been  almost  beyond  ours — to  keep  up  with  it.  What 
is  wanted  first  of  all  is  one  or  two  good  good  brains,  with  the  means  of  erecting  a 
good  building  on  a  piece  of  ground  considerably  larger  than  is  required  for  that 
building.    Where  there  have  been  secured  substantial,  luminous  galleries  for  exhi- 


increasing  grants  from  some  State  or  municipal  treasury,  it  will  ulti- 
mately become  suffocated.  It  is  essential  that  every  museum,  whether 
of  science  or  art,  should  from  the  start  make  provision  for  laboratories 
and  storage  galleries  as  well  as  for  exhibition  halls. 

All  intellectual  work  may  be  divided  into  two  classes,  the  one  tending 
toward  the  increase  of  knowledge,  the  other  toward  its  diffusion — the 
one  toward  investigation  and  discovery,  the  other  toward  the  education  of 
the  people  and  the  application  of  known  facts  to  promoting  their  material 
welfare.  The  efforts  of  learned  men  are  sometimes  applied  solely  to  one 
of  these  departments  of  effort,  sometimes  to  both,  and  it  is  generally 
admitted  by  the  most  advanced  teachers  that,  for  their  students  as  well  as 
for  themselves,  the  happiest  results  are  reached  by  investigation  and 
instruction  simultaneously.  Still  more  is  this  true  of  institutions  of 
learning.  The  college  which  imparts  only  secondhand  knowledge  to  its 
students  belongs  to  a  stage  of  ci\-ilization  which  is  fast  being  left  behind. 
The  museum  likewise  must,  in  order  to  perform  its  proper  functions, 
contribute  to  the  advancement  of  learning  through  the  increase  as  well 
as  through  the  diffusion  of  knowledge. 

'Conway,  Travels  in  Soutli  Kensington,  p.  36. 
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We  speak  of  educational  museums  and  of  the  educational  method  of 
installation  so  frequently  that  there  may  be  danger  of  inconsistency  in 
the  use  of  the  term.  An  educational  museum,  as  it  is  usually  spoken 
of,  is  one  in  which  an  attempt  is  made  to  teach  the  unprofessional  visitor — 
an  institution  for  popular  education  by  means  of  labeled  collections,  and 
it  may  be  also  by  popular  lectures.  A  college  museum,  although  used 
as  an  aid  to  advanced  instruction,  is  not  an  ** educational  museum**  in 
the  ordinary  sense ;  nor  does  a  museum  of  research,  like  the  Museum  of 
Comparative  Zoology  in  Cambridge,  Massachusetts,  belong  .to  this  class, 
although  to  a  limited  extent  it  attempts  and  perfonns  popular  educa- 
tional work  in  addition  to  its  other  functions. 

In  the  National  Museum  in  Washington  the  collections  are  divided 
into  two  great  classes — the  exhibition  series,  which  constitutes  the 
educational  portion  of  the  Museum,  and  is  exposed  to  public  view  with 
all  possible  accessions  for  public  entertainment  and  instruction,  and  the 
study  series,  which  is  kept  in  the  scientific  laboratories,  and  is  scarcely 
examined  except  by  professional  investigators. 

In  every  properly  conducted  museum  the  collections  must  from  the 
very  beginning  divide  themselves  into  these  two  classes,  and  in  planning 
for  its  administration  provision  should  be  made  not  only  for  the  exhibi- 
tion of  objects  in  glass  cases,  but  for  the  preser\'ation  of  large  collections 
not  available  for  exhibition,  to  be  used  for  the  studies  of  a  very  limited 
numl)er  of  specialists. 

Lord  Bacon,  who,  as  we  have  noticed,  was  the  first  to  whom  occurred 
the  idea  of  a  great  museum  of  science  and  art,  complained  three  cen- 
turies ago,  in  his  book  On  the  Advancement  of  Learning,  that  up  to 
that  time  the  means  for  intellectual  progress  had  been  used  exclusively 
for  "amusement"  and  "teaching,"  and  not  for  the  "augmentation  of 
science. ' ' 

It  will  undoubtedly  be  found  desirable  for  certain  museums,  founded 
for  local  effect,  to  specialize  mainly  in  the  direction  of  popular  education. 
If  they  can  not  also  provide  for  a  certain  amount  of  scholarly  endeavor 
in  connection  with  the  other  advantages,  it  would  be  of  the  utmost 
importance  that  they  should  be  assorted  by  a  system  of  administrative 
cooperation  with  some  institution  which  is  in  the  position  of  being  a 
center  of  original  work. 

The  general  character  of  museums  should  be  clearly  determined  at  its 
very  inception.  Specialization  and  division  of  labor  are  essential  for 
institutions  as  well  as  for  individuals.  It  is  only  a  great  national  museum 
which  can  hope  to  include  all  departments  and  which  can  with  safety 
encourage  growth  in  every  direction. 

A  city  museum,  even  in  a  great  metropolis  like  Brooklyn,  should, 
if  possible,  select  certain  special  lines  of  activity  and  pursue  them  with 
the  intention  of  excelling.  If  there  are  already  beginnings  in  many 
directions,  it  is  equally  necessary  to  decide  which  lines  of  development 


other  side  are  the  fine  art  collections,  best  tobe  arranged  from  an  aestlietic 
standpoint,  by  artists.  Between  is  a  territory  wliich  no  Englisti  word 
can  adequately  describe — which  the  GerTnans  call  Cnllurgesehkhte — the 
natural  history  of  cult,  or  civilization,  of  man  and  his  ideas  and  achieve- 
ments. The  Hiuseums  of  science  and  art  have  not  yet  learned  how  to 
partition  this  territory.  An  exact  classification  of  museums  is  not  at 
present  practicable,  nor  will  it  be  until  there  has  been  some  redistribu- 
tion of  the  collections  which  they  contain.  It  may  l>e  instructi\'e,  how- 
ever, to  pass  in  review  the  principal  inuseuni.s  of  the  \vorld|  indicating 
briefly  their  chief  characteristics. 

Every  great  nation  has  its  museum  of  nature.  The  natural  history 
department  of  the  British  Museum,  recently  removed  from  the  heart  of 
London  to  palatial  quarters  in  South  Kensington,  is  probably  the  mast 
extensive — with  its  three  great  divisions,  zoological,  botanical,  and  geolog- 
ical. The  Mus^e  d'Histoire  Naturelle,  in  the  garden  of  plants  in  Paris, 
founded  in  1795,  with  its  galleries  of  anatomy,  anthropology,  zoology, 
botany,  mineralogy,  and  geology,  is  one  of  the  most  extensive,  but  far 
less  potent  in  science  now  than  in  the  days  of  Cu\'ier,  Lamarck,  St. 
Hilaire,  Jussieu,  and  Brong^iiart.     In  Washington,  again,   there  is  a 
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National  Museum  with  anthropological,  zoological,  botanical,  niincral- 
ogical,  and  geological  collections  in  one  organization,  together  with  a 
large  additional  department  of  arts  and  industries,  or  technology. 

Passing  to  specialized  natural  history  collections,  perhaps  the  most 
noteworthy  are  those  devoted  to  zoology,  and  chief  among  them  that 
in  our  own  American  Cambridge.  The  Museum  of  Comparative  Zool- 
ogy, founded  by  the  Agassizes  "to  illustrate  the  history  of  creation, 
as  far  as  the  present  state  of  knowledge  reveals  that  history,  *  *  was  in 
1887  pronounced  by  the  English  naturalist,  Alfred  Russell  Wallace,  **to 
be  far  in  advance  of  similar  institutions  in  Europe  as  an  educational 
institution,  whether  as  regards  the  general  public,  the  private  student, 
or  the  specialist. '  * 

Next  to  Cambridge,  after  the  zoological  section  of  the  museums  of 
London  and  Paris,  stands  the  collections  in  the  Imperial  Cabinet  in 
Vienna,  and  those  of  the  zoological  museums  in  Berlin,  Leydeii,  Copen- 
hagen, and  Christiania. 

Among  botanical  museums,  that  in  the  Royal  Gardens  at  Kew,  near 
London,  is  preeminent,  with  its  coloSvSal  herbarium,  containing  the  finest 
collection  in  the  world,  and  its  special  museum  of  economic  botany, 
founded  in  1847,  both  standing  in  the  midst  of  a  collection  of  living 
plants.  There  is  also  in  Berlin  the  Royal  Botanical  Museum,  founded 
in  18 18  as  the  Royal  Herbarium;  in  St.  Petersburg,  the  Herbaria  of  tlie 
Imperial  Botanical  Garden. 

Among  the  geological  and  mineralogical  collections  the  mineral  cabinet 
in  Vienna,  arranged  in  the  imperial  castle,  is  among  the  first. 

The  Museum  of  Practical  Geology  in  London,  which  is  attached  to 
the  Geological  Surv^ey  of  the  United  Kingdom,  w^as  founded  in  1837,  to 
exhibit  the  collections  of  the  survey,  in  order  to  "show  the  applications 
of  geology  to  the  useful  purposes  of  life. ' '  Like  every  other  healthy 
mu.seuni,  it  soon  had  investigations  in  progress  in  connection  with  its 
educational  work,  and  many  very  important  discoveries  have  been  made 
in  its  laboratories.  It  stands  in  the  very  first  rank  of  museums  for  po;  - 
ular  instruction,  the  arrangement  of  the  exhibition  halls  being  most 
admirable.  Of  museums  of  anatomy  there  are  thirty  of  considerable 
magnitude,  all  of  which  have  g^own  up  in  connection  with  schools  of 
medicine  and  surgery,  except  the  magnificent  Army  Medical  Museum  in 
Washington. 

The  Medical  Museum  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in  London  is 
probably  first  in  importance.  The  collections  of  St.  Thomas's,  Guy's, 
St.  George's,  and  other  hospitals  are  very  rich  in  anatomical  and  patho- 
logical specimens.  The  oldest  public  anatomical  museum  in  London  is 
that  of  St.  Bartholomew's. 

Paris,  Edinburgh,  and  Dublin  have  large  anatomical  and  materia 
medica  collections.  As  a  rule,  the  medical  museums  of  Europe  are  con- 
nected with  universities.     Doctor  Billings,  curator  of  the  Army  Medical 
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the  past  twenty  years  there  has  been  an  extraordinary  activity  in  this 
direction. 

In  Germany,  besides  the  museums  in  Berhn,  Dresden,  and  I<eipsic, 
considerable  collections  have  been  founded  in  Hamburg  and  Munich. 
Austria  has  in  Vienna  two  for  ethiiograi>hy,  the  Court  Museum  (Hof- 
Museum)  and  the  Oriental  (Orientalisches;  Museum.  Holland  has  reor- 
ganized the  National  Ethnographical  Museum  (Rijks  Ethnographisch 
Museum)  in  Leyden,  and  there  are  smaller  collections  in  Amsterdam, 
Rotterdam,  and  The  Hague.  France  has  founded  the  Trocadero  ( Mus^e 
de  Trocadero).  In  Italy  there  is  the  important  Prehistoric  and  Ethno- 
graphic Museum  ( Museo  prehistorico  ed  ethnografico)  in  Rome,  as  well 
as  the  collection  of  the  Propaganda,  and  there  are  museums  in  Florence 
and  Venice. 

Ethnographical  niuseums  have  also  been  founded  in  Christiania  and 
Stockholm,  the  latter  of  which  will  include  the  rich  material  collection 
by  Doctor  Stolpe  on  the  voyage  of  the  frigate  Vanadis  around  the  world. 
In  England  there  is  less  attention  to  the  subject — the  Christy  collection 
in  the  British  Museiun  being  the  only  one  s]iecially  devoted  to  ethnog- 
raphy, unless  we  include  also  the  local  Blackmore  Museum  in  Salisbury. 
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III  the  United  States  the  principal  establishments  arranged  on  the 
ethnographic  plan  are  the  Peabody  Museum  of  Archaeology  in  Cam- 
bridge and  the  collections  in  the  Peabody  Academy  of  Sciences  in  Salem, 
and  the  American  Museum  of  Natural  History  in  New  York. 

The  ethnological  collections  in  Washington  are  classified  on  a  double 
system;  in  one  of  its  features  corresponding  to  that  of  the  European;  in 
the  other,  like  the  famous  Pitt- Rivers  collection  at  Oxford,  arranged  to 
show  the  evolution  of  culture  and  civilization  without  regard  to  race. 
This  broader  plan  admits  much  material  excluded  by  the  advocates  of 
ethnographic  museums,  who  devote  their  attention  almost  exclusively  to 
the  primitive  or  non-European  peoples. 

In  close  relation  to  the  ethnographic  museums  are  those  which  are 
devoted  to  some  special  field  of  human  thought  and  interest.  Most 
remarkable  among  these,  perhaps,  is  the  Musee  Guimet,  recently  re- 
moved from  Lyons  to  Paris,  which  is  intended  to  illustrate  the  history 
of  religious  ceremonial  among  all  races  of  men.  Other  good  examples 
of  this  class  are  some  of  those  in  Paris,  such  as  the  Mus^e  de  Marine, 
which  shows  not  only  the  development  of  the  merchant  and  naval  marines 
of  the  country,  but  also,  by  trophies  and  other  historical  souvenirs,  the 
history  of  the  naval  battles  of  the  nation.  The  Mus^e  d' Artillerie  does 
for  war,  but  less  thoroughly,  what  the  Marine  Museum  does  in  its  own 
department,  and  there  are  similar  museums  in  other  countries.  Of  musi- 
cal museums,  perhaps,  the  most  important  is  the  Mus6e  Instrumental 
founded  by  Clapisson,  attached  to  the  Conservatory  of  Music  in  Paris. 
There  is  a  magnificent  collection  of  musical  instruments  at  South  Ken- 
sington, but  its  contents  are  selected  in  reference  to  their  suggestiveness 
in  decorative  art.  There  are  also  large  collections  in  the  National 
Museum  in  Washington*  and  in  the  Conservatory  of  Music  in  Boston, 
and  the  Metropolitan  Museum  in  New  York  has  recently  been  given  a 
very  full  collection  by  Mrs.  John  Crosby  Brown,  of  that  city. 

There  is  a  Theatrical  Museum  at  the  Academie  Fran^aise  in  Paris,  a 
Museum  of  Journalism  in  Antwerp,  a  Museum  of  Pedagogy  in  Paris, 
which  has  its  counterpart  in  South  Kensington.  These  are  professional, 
rather  than  scientific  or  educational,  as  are  perhaps  also  the  Museum  of 
Practical  Fish  Culture  at  South  Kensington  and  the  Museums  of  Hy- 
giene in  London  and  Washington. 

Archaeological  collections  are  of  two  classes,  those  of  prehistoric  and 
historic  archaeology.  The  former  are  usually  absorbed  by  the  ethno- 
graphic museums,  the  latter  by  the  art  museums.  The  value  to  the  his- 
torian of  archaeological  collections,  both  historic  and  prehistoric,  has  long 
been  understood.  The  museums  of  London,  Paris,  Berlin,  and  Rome 
need  no  comment.  In  Cambridge,  New  York,  and  Washington  are 
inmiense  collections  of  the  remains  of  man  in  America  in  the  pre-Colum- 
bian period,  collections  which  are  yearly  growing  in  significance,  as  they 
are  made  the  subject  of  investigation,  and  there  is  an  immense  amount  of 


they  contain  the  masterpieces  of  the  world's  greatest  painters  and  sculp- 
tors. In  Rome,  Florence,  Venice.  Naples,  Bologna.  Pamia,  Milan, 
Turin,  Modena,  Padua,  Ferrara,  lircscia,  .Sienna,  and  Pisa;  in  Munich, 
Berlin,  Dresden,  Vienna,  and  Prague;  in  Paris,  and  many  provincial 
cities  of  France;  in  London,  St.  Petersburg,  Madrid,  Coi>euhageu,  Brus- 
sels, Antwerp,  and  The  Hague,  are  great  collections,  whose  names  are 
familiar  to  us  all,  each  the  deix>sitory  of  jiriccless  treasures  of  art.  Many 
of  these  are  remarkable  only  for  their  i)icturcs  and  statuary,  and  might 
with  equal  right  be  called  picture  galleries;  others  abound  in  the  minor 
protlucts  of  arti.sts,  and  are  inu.seiuns  in  the  broader  sense. 

Chief  among  them  is  the  louvre,  in  Paris,  with  its  treasures  worth  a 
voyage  many  times  aroimd  the  world  to  see;  the  \'atican,  in  Rome,  with 
its  three  halls  of  antique  sculptures,  its  Etru.scans,  Egyptian.  Pagan,  and 
Christian  museums,  its  Byzantine  gallery  and  its  collection  of  medals;  the 
Naples  Museum  (Musde  di  Studii)  with  its  man-elous  Ponipeiian  series; 
theUfEzi  Museum  in  Florence,  overflowing  with  paintings  and. sculptures, 
ancient  and  modern,  drawings,  engraved  gems,  enamels,  i\'ories,  tapes- 
tries, medals,  and  works  of  decorative  art  of  every  description. 


\_^,^[     ^^Zt-'-'^-Ky^i^-y-^  ■• 
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There  are  special  collections  on  the  boundary  line  between  art  and 
ethnology,  the  manner  of  best  installation  for  which  has  scarcely  yet 
been  determined.  The  Louvre  admits  within  its  walls  a  museum  of 
ship  models  (Mus^e  de  Marine).  South  Kensington  includes  musical 
instruments,  and  many  other  objects  equally  appropriate  in  an  ethno- 
logical collection.  Other  art  museums  take  up  arms  and  armor,  selected 
costumes,  shoes,  and  articles  of  household  use.  vSuch  objects,  like  por- 
celains, laces,  medals,  and  metal  work,  appeal  to  the  art  museum  admin- 
istrator through  their  decorations  and  graceful  forms.  For  their  uses  he 
cares  presumably  nothing.  As  a  consequence  of  this  feeling  only  arti- 
cles of  artistic  excellence  have  been  saved,  and  nuich  has  gone  to  destruc- 
tion which  would  l>e  of  the  utmost  inq^ortance  to  those  who  are  now 
studying  the  history  of  human  thought  in  the  past. 

On  the  other  hand,  there  is  much  in  art  nuiseums  which  might  to  much 
better  purpase  be  delivered  to  the  ethnologist  for  use  in  his  exhibition 
cases.  -There  is  also  much  which  the  art  museums,  tied  as  they  often 
are  to  traditionary  methods  of  installation,  might  learn  from  the  scien- 
tific museums. 

Many  of  the  arrangements  in  the  Kuroi:)ean  art  collections  are  calcu- 
lated to  send  cold  shivers  down  the  l)ack  of  a  sensitive  visitor.  The 
defects  of  these  arrangements  have  l^een  well  described  by  a  German 
critic,  W.  Burger. 

Our  inuseums  [he  writes]  are  the  verita])le  fjraveyarrls  of  arts,  in  which  have 
been  heaped  up,  with  a  tuniulous-like  jironiiscuousness,  the  remains  which  have 
been  carried  thither.  A  Venus  is  placed  side  by  side  with  a  Madonna,  a  satyr  next 
to  a  saint.  Luther  is  in  close  proximity  to  a  Pope,  a  painting  of  a  lady's  chamlxjr 
next  to  that  of  a  church.  Pieces  executed  for  churches,  palaces,  city  halls,  for  a 
particular  edifice,  to  teach  some  moral  or  historical  truth,  designe<l  for  some  especial 
light,  for  some  well-studieil  surroun«linj^,  all  are  hung  pellmell  uj)on  the  walls  of 
some  noncommital  gallery — a  kind  of  j)osthumous  asylum,  where  a  people,  no 
longer  capable  of  pnwlucing  works  c^f  art,  come  to  admire  this  magnificent  gallery 
of  debris. 

When  a  museum  building  has  l)een  provided,  and  the  nucleus  of  a  col- 
lection and  an  administrative  staff  are  at  hand,  the  work  of  museum- 
building  l)egins,  and  this  work,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  will  not  soon  reach  an 
end.  A  finished  museum  is  a  dead  nniseum,  and  a  dead  museum  is  a 
useless  museum.  One  thing  should  l)e  kept  prominently  in  mind  by  any 
organization  which  intends  to  found  and  maintain  a  nuiseum,  that  the 
work  will  never  Ije  finished;  that  when  the  collections  cease  to  grow, 
they  begin  to  decay.  A  friend  relating  an  exi)eriencc  in  South  Kensing- 
ton, said:  '*  I  applied  to  a  man  who  sells  photographs  of  such  edifices  for 
pictures  of  the  main  building.  He  had  none.  *  What,  no  photographs 
of  tlie  South  Kensington  Museinn!'  I  exclaimed,  with  some  impatience. 
'Why,  sir,'  replied  the  man  mildly,  'you  see  the  museum  doesn't  stand 
still  long  enough  to  l)e  photographed.'     And  so  indeed  it  seems,"  con- 
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tinned  Mr.  Conway,  "and  this  constant  erection  of  new  buildings  and  of 
new  decorations  on  those  already  erected,  is  the  physiognomical  expres- 
sion of  the  new  intellectual  and  aesthetic  epoch  w^hich  called  the  institu- 
tion into  existence,  and  is  through  it  gradually  climbing  to  results  which 
no  man  can  foresee. ' ' 

My  prayer  for  the  museums  of  the  United  States  and  for  all  other 
similar  agencies  of  enlightenment  is  this — that  they  may  never  cease  to 
increase. 


■^^-^■■^■•*^- 
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Ill  the  nieautime  the  few  surviving  members  of  the  first  American 
Philosophical  Society  formed,  under  the  old  name,  an  organization 
which  in  many  particulars  was  so  unlike  that  proposed  in  1743  that  it 
might  almost  be  regarded  as  new  rather  than  a  revi\'aJ.  Its  membership 
included  many  of  the  most  influential  and  wealthy  colonists,  and  the 
spirited  maimer  in  which  it  organized  a  plan  for  the  oliservation  of  the 
transit  of  Venus  in  1769  gave  it  at  once  a  respectable  standing  at  home 
and  abroad. 

In  1769,  after  negotiations  which  occupied  nearly  a  year,  the  two 
societies  were  united,'  and  The  American  Philosophical  Society  held  at 
Philadelphia  for  Promoting  Useful  Knowledge  has  from  that  time  until 

Head  Taveni,  in  Cheapsicle,  but  more  frequently  at  Gresham  College,  until   [660, 

when   h    fi    t   ecord  book  of  this  society  was  opened.     Among  the  first  entries  is  a 

fe    n  e  to  a  design  then  entertained  "of  founding  a  college  for  the  promoting  of 

phj      o  math  maticall   experimental!  learning."     Doctor   Wilkins  was  appointed 

1  a  ru  an     f  tl  e  society,  and  shortly  after,  the  King,  Charles  11,  having  become  a 

I         t     egular  meeting  place  was  appointed  to  be  in  Gresham  College. 

Th  s  na    e   vas  adopted  in  1768  to  rcj)lace  that  first  adopted  in  1766,  which  was 

Tl  e  \n        a     Society  for  Promoting  anil  Propagating  Useful  Knowledge,  held  in 

Philadelphia. 

'Some  insight  into  the  scientific  politics  of  the  time  may  be  gained  by  reading  the 
following  extract  from  a  letter  addressed  tu  Pranklin  by  Doctor  Thomas  Bond,  June 


^    ^^^  ^^^r^-«_<!_^ 
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now  inaintaitied  an  honorable  position  among  the  scientific  organizations 
of  the  world. 

Tiie  society  at  once  began  the  pubUcation  of  a  volume  of  memoirs, 
which  appeared  in  1771  under  the  name  of  The  American  Philosophical 
Transactions.* 

From  1773  to  1779  its  operations  were  often  interrupted.  In  the  min- 
utes of  the  meeting  for  December,  1774,  appears  the  following  remarkable 
note  in  the  handwriting  of  Doctor  Benjamin  Rush,  one  of  the  secretaries, 
soon  after  to  be  one  of  the  signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence : 

The  act  of  the  British  Parliament  for  shutting  up  the  port  of  Boston,  for  altering 
the  charters,  and  for  the  more  impartial  administration  of  justice  in  the  Province 
of  Massachusetts  Bay,  together  with  a  bill  for  establisliing  Popery  and  arbitrary 
power  in  Quebec,  having  alarmed  the  whole  of  the  American  colony,  the  members 
of  the  American  Philosophical  Society,  partaking  with  their  countrymen  in  the 
distress  and  labors  brought  upon  their  country,  were  obliged  to  discontinue  their 
meetings  for  some  months  until  a  mode  of  opposition  to  the  said  acts  of  Parliament 
was  established,  which  we  hope  may  restore  the  former  harmony  and  maintain  a 
perjxitual  union  between  Great  Britain  and  the  Americas. 

This  entry  is  especially  interesting  because  it  emphasizes  the  fact  that 
among  the  members  of  this  infant  scientific  society  were  many  of  the 
men  who  were  most  active  in  the  organization  of  the  Republic,  and  who, 
under  the  stress  of  the  times,  abandoned  the  quiet  pursuits  of  science 
and  devoted  themselves  to  the  national  interests  which  were  just  coming 
into  l^eing. 

Franklin  was  president  from  its  organization  until  his  death,  in  1790. 
He  was  at  the  same  time  president  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsyl- 
vania and  a  meml^er  of  the  Constitutional  Convention,  and  the  eminence 
of  its  leader  probably  secured  for  the  body  greater  prestige  than  would 
otherwise  have  been  attainable.  The  society,  in  fact,  soon  assumed 
national  importance,  for,  during  the  last  decade  of  the  century  and  for 

7,  1769:  I  long  meditated  a  revival  of  our  American  Philosophical  Society,  and  at 
length  thought  I  saw  my  way  clear  in  doing  it;  but  the  old  party  leaven  split  us  for 
a  time.  We  are  now  united,  and  with  your  presence  may  make  a  figure;  but  till 
that  happy  event  I  fear  much  will  not  be  done.  The  assembly  have  countenanced 
and  encouraged  us  generously  and  kindly;  and  we  are  much  obliged  to  you  for  your 
care  in  procuring  the  telescope  which  was  used  in  the  late  observations  of  the  transit 
of  Venus. 

*  A  copy  of  the  finished  volume  of  the  Transactions  was  presented  to  each  member 
of  the  Pennsylvania  assembly,  accompanied  by  an  address  as  follows:  As  the  vari- 
ous societies  which  have  of  late  years  been  instituted  in  Europe  have  confessedly 
contributed  much  to  the  more  general  propagation  of  knowledge  and  useful  arts,  it 
is  hoped  it  will  give  satisfaction  to  the  members  of  the  honorable  house  to  find  that 
the  province  which  they  represent  can  boast  of  the  first  society  and  the  first  publi- 
cation of  a  volume  of  Transactions  for  the  advancement  of  the  useful  knowledge  of 
this  side  of  the  Atlantic— a  volume  which  is  wholly  American  in  composition,  print- 
ing, and  paper,  and  which,  we  flatter  ourselves,  may  not  be  thought  altogether 
unworthy  of  the  attention  of  men  of  letters  in  the  most  improved  parts  of  the 
world. 


delphia,  and  wi''i  eulogiimis  on  tlie  wisdom  of  Uiat  ii 
some  publications  in  their  transactions.  These  conversations  suggested  to  nie  the 
idea  of  sticb  an  es'tblishnient  in  Boston,  where  I  knew  there  was  as  much  love  of 
science,  and  as  many  gentlemen  who  were  capable  of  pursuing  it,  as  in  any  other 
city  of  its  size. 

In  1779  I  returned  to  Boston  on  the  French  frigate  La  Srnsible,  with  the  Chevalier 
de  la  Ivuzerne  and  M.  Marbois.'  The  corporation  of  Harvard  College  gave  a  public 
dinner  in  honor  of  the  French  ambassador  and  his  suite,  and  did  me  the  honor  of  an 
invitation  to  dine  with  them.  At  table  in  the  Philosophy  Chamber,  I  chanced  to  sit 
next  to  Doctor  Cooper.'     I  entertained  him  duriuR  the  whole  of  the  time  we  were 


'  Some  local  anti<juary  may  make  an  interesting  contribution  to  the  literature  of 
American  museum  work  by  looking  up  the  history  of  this  collection. 

=  The  Clievalier  Anne  C(5sar  de  la  Luzerne  [1741-1821]  was  French  minister  to  the 
United  States  from  1779  to  17S3,  afterwards  minister  to  England.  M.  Francois  de 
Barb6  Marbois  [1745-1837]  was  his  secretary  of  legation,  and  after  tlie  return  of  his 
chief  to  France,  was  charg^  d'affaires  until  1785.  For  many  interesting  facts,  not 
elsewliere  accessible,  concerning  the  career  of  these  men  in  tlie  United  States,  and 
their  acquaintance  with  Adams,  see  John  Daraiid's  admirable  New  Materials  for  a 
History  of  the  American  Revolution.  New  York:  Henry  Holt  Si.  Co.,  1889.  nmo, 
pp.  i^vi,  1-310. 

3  Rev.  Samuel  Cooper.  D.  D.  [1723-1783],  an  eminent  patriot,  long  pastor  of  Brattle 
Street  Church,  in  Boston,  and  a  leading  member  of  the  corporation  of  Harvard.  He 
was  the  first  v"ice-])resident  of  the  American  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences. 

The  first  president  of  the  academy  was  James  Bowdoin,  afterwards  governor  of- 
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together  with  an  account  of  Arnold's  collections,  the  collection  I  had  seen  in  Europe, 
the  compliments  I  had  heard  in  France  upon  the  Philosophical  Society  of  Phila- 
delphia, and  concluded  with  proposing  that  the  futiu*e  legislature  of  Massachusetts 
should  institute  an  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences. 

The  doctor  at  first  hesitated;  thought  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  members  who 
would  attend  to  it;  but  the  principal  objection  was  that  it  would  injure  Harvard 
College  by  setting  up  a  rival  to  it  that  might  draw  the  attention  and  affections  of  the 
public  in  some  degree  from  it.  To  this  I  answered,  first,  that  there  were  certainly 
men  of  learning  enough  that  might  compose  a  .society  sufficiently  numerous;  and 
secondly,  that  instead  of  being  a  rival  to  the  university  it  would  be  an  honor  and  an 
advantage  to  it.  That  the  president  and  principal  professors  would,  no  doubt,  be 
always  members  of  it;  and  the  meetings  might  be  ordered,  wholly  or  in  part,  at  the 
college  and  in  that  room.  The  doctor  at  length  appeared  better  satisfied,  and  I 
entreated  him  to  propagate  the  idea  and  the  plan  as  far  and  as  soon  as  his  discretion 
would  justify.  The  doctor  did  accordingly  diffuse  the  project  so  judiciously  and 
effectually  that  the  first  legislature  under  the  new  constitution  adopted  and  estab- 
lished it  by  law.  Afterwards,  when  attending  the  convention  for  forming  the  con- 
stitution, I  mentioned  the  subject  to  several  of  the  members,  and  when  I  was 
appointed  by  the  subcommittee  to  make  a  draft  of  a  project  of  a  constitution  to  be 
laid  before  the  convention,  my  mind  and  heart  was  so  full  of  this  subject  that  I 
inserted  the  provision  for  the  encouragement  of  literature  in  chapter  5,  section  2. 
I  was  somewhat  apprehensive  that  criticism  and  objections  would  be  made  to  the 
section,  and  particularly  that  the  ** natural  history"  and  the  ''good  humor'*  would 
be  stricken  out;  but  the  whole  was  received  very  kindly,  and  passed  the  convention 
unanimously,  without  amendment.^ 


Masvsachusetts,  and  the  friend  of  Washington  and  Franklin,  and  a  member  of  the 
Royal  Society.  He  held  the  presidency  from  1780  until  his  death  in  1790.  His 
descendant,  the  Hon.  Robert  C.  Winthrop,  was  chosen  to  deliver  the  oration  at  the 
centennial  anniversary  of  the  organization  of  the  society. 

*Tlie  provision  in  the  State  constitution  of  which  Mr.  Adams  speaks,  was  the 
following: 

The  encouragement  of  literature,  etc.  Wisdom  and  knowledge,  as  well  as  virtue 
diffused  generally  among  the  Ixxly  of  the  people,  being  necessary  for  the  preservation 
of  their  rights  and  liberties,  and  as  these  depend  on  spreading  the  opportunities  and 
advantages  of  education  in  the  various  parts  of  the  country,  and  among  the  different 
orders  of  the  people,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  legislators  and  magistrates  in  all  future 
j>eriods  of  the  Commonwealth,  to  cherish  the  interests  of  literature  and  the  sciences, 
and  all  seminaries  of  them,  especially  the  university  at  Cambridge,  public  schools, 
and  grammar  schools  in  the  towns,  to  encourage  private  societies  and  public  insti- 
tutions, rewards  and  immunities  for  the  promotion  of  agriculture,  arts,  sciences, 
coumierce,  trades,  manufactures,  and  a  natural  history  of  the  country;  to  countenance 
and  inculcate  the  principles  of  humanity  and  general  benevolence,  public  and  private 
charity,  industry  and  frugality,  honesty  and  punctuality  in  their  dealings,  sincerity, 
gooil  humor,  and  all  social  affections  and  generous  sentiments  among  the  people. 

This  feature  of  the  constitution  of  Ma.ssachusetts,  [writes  Mr.  Adams's  biog- 
rapher,] is  peculiar,  and  in  one  sense  original  with  Mr.  Adams.  The  recognition 
of  the  obligation  of  a  State  to  promote  a  higher  and  more  extended  policy  than  is 
embraced  in  the  protection  of  the  temporal  interests  and  political  rights  of  the  indi- 
vidual, however  understood  among  enlightened  minds,  had  not  at  that  time  been 
formally  made  a  part  of  the  organic  law.  Those  clauses  since  inserted  in  other  State 
constitutions,  which,  with  more  or  less  of  fullness,  acknowledged  the  same  principle, 
are  all  manifestly  taken  from  this  source. 


build  after  German  models. 

It  would  have  been  strange  indeed  if  the  deep-seated  sympathy  with 
France  which  our  forefathers  cherished  had  not  led  to  still  other  attempts 
to  establish  organizations  after  the  model  of  the  French  Academy  of 
Sciences.  The  most  ambitious  of  these  was  in  connection  with  the 
Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences  of  the  United  States  of  America,  whose 
central  seat  was  to  have  been  in  Richmond,  \'irginia,  and  whose  plan 
was  brought  to  America  in  1 788  by  the  Chevalier  Quesnay  de  Beaiire- 
paire.  This  project,  we  are  told,  had  been  submitted  to  the  King  of  France 
and  to  the  Royal  Academy  of  Science,  and  had  received  an  unqualified 
indorsement  signed  by  many  eminent  men,  among  others  by  Lavoisier 
and  Condorcet,  as  well  as  a  similar  paper  from  the  Royal  Academy  of 
Paintings  and  Sculpture  signed  by  Vernet  and  others.  A  large  siuu  was 
subscribed  by  the  wealthy  planters  of  Virginia  and  by  the  citizens  of 
Richmond,  a  building  was  erected,  and  one  professor,  Doctor  Jean 
Rouelle,  was  appointed,  who  was  also  conimis.sioned  mineralogist  in 
chief  and  instructed  to  make  natural -history  collections  in  America  and 
Europe. 

The  population  of  Virginia,  it  proved,  was  far  too  scattered  and  rural 
to  give  any  chance  of  success  for  a  project  which  in  its  nature  was  only 

o  Doctor  Jonathan  Stokes,  August  17,  1785. 


Benjamin  Henry  Latrobe. 
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practicable  in  a  commercial  and  intellectual  metropolis,  and  the  academy 
died  almost  before  it  was  bom. 

*'Quesnay*s  scheme  was  not  altogether  chimerical,"  writes  H.  B. 
Adams,  "but  in  the  year  1788  France  was  in  no  position,  financial  or 
social,  to  push  her  educational  system  in  Virginia.  The  year  Quesnay's 
suggestive  little  tract  was  published  was  the  year  before  the  French 
Revolution,  in  which  political  maelstrom  everything  in  France  went 
down.  ...  If  circumstances  had  favored  it,  the  Academy  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  established  at  Richmond,  would  have  become  the  cen- 
ter of  higher  education  not  only  for  Virginia,  but  for  the  whole  South, 
and  possibly  for  a  large  part  of  the  North,  if  the  academy  had  been 
extended,  as  proposed,  to  the  cities  of  Baltimore,  Philadelphia,  and  New 
York.  Supported  by  French  capital,  to  w^hich  in  large  measure  we  owe 
the  success  of  otu:  Revolutionary  war,  strengthened  by  French  prestige, 
by  liberal  scientific  and  artistic  associations  with  Paris,  then  the  intel- 
lectual capital  of  the  world,  the  academy  at  Richmond  might  have 
become  an  educational  stronghold,  comparable  in  some  degree  to  the 
Jesuit  influence  in  Canada,  which  has  proved  more  lasting  than  French 
dominion,  more  impregnable  than  the  fortress  of  Quel^ec."  ' 

A  scientific  society  was  organized  at  Williamsburg  during  the  Revolu- 
tion, but  in  those  trying  times  it  failed  for  lack  of  attention  on  the  part 
of  its  founders. 


*  Copies  of  Quesnay's  pamphlet  are  preserved  in  the  Virginia  State  library  at 
Richmond  and  in  the  Andrew  D.  White  Historical  library  of  Cornell  University, 
as  well  as  in  a  certain  private  library  in  Baltimore.  A  full  account  of  this  enterprise 
may  be  found  in  Herbert  B.  Adams's  Thomas  Jefferson  and  the  I^niversity  of  Vir- 
ginia, pp.  21-30,  and  other  records  occur  in  Mordecai's  Richmond  in  By -gone  Days 
(2d  edition,  pp.  198-208)  and  in  Goo<le's  Virginia  Cousins,  p.  57. 

The  building  erected  for  the  Academy  of  Sciences  was  the  meeting  place  of  the 
convention  of  patriots  and  statesmen  who  ratified  in  178S  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  and  subsequently  was  the  princijxil  theater  of  the  city  of  Richmond. 

The  academy  grounds,  [writes  R.  A.  Brock,]  included  the  square  bounded  by 
Broad  and  Marshall  and  Eleventh  and  Twelfth  streets,  on  the  lower  portion  of  which 
stood  the  Monumental  Church  and  the  medical  college.  The  academy  stood  mid- 
way in  the  square  fronting  Broad  street.  L'Acad^mie  des  Ktats-Unis  de  TAm^rique 
was  an  attempt,  growing  out  of  the  French  alliance  with  the  United  States,  to  plant 
in  Richmond  a  kind  of  French  academy  of  the  arts  and  sciences,  with  branch  acad- 
emies in  Baltimore,  Philadelphia,  and  New  York.  The  institution  was  to  l)e  at  once 
national  and  international.  It  was  to  be  afTiliated  with  the  royal  societies  of  I^on- 
don,  Paris,  Brussels,  and  other  learned  lx)dies  in  Europe.  It  was  to  be  composed  of 
a  president,  vice-president,  six  counsellors,  a  treasurer-general,  a  secretary,  and  a 
recorder,  an  agent  for  taking  European  subscriptions,  TYench  professors,  masters, 
artists  in  chief  attached  to  the  academy,  25  resident  and  175  nonresident  associates, 
selected  from  the  best  talent  of  the  Old  World  and  the  New.  The  academy  proposed 
to  publish  yearly,  from  its  own  press  in  Paris,  an  almanac.  The  academy  was  to 
show  its  zeal  for  science  by  communicating  to  France  and  other  European  countries 
a  knowledge  of  the  natural  products  of  North  America.  The  museums  and  cabinets 
'  )f  the  Old  World  were  to  be  enriched  by  the  specimens  of  the  flora  and  fauna  of  a 


scneme  was  tne  tjnevaiier  Aiexanaer  Mana  miesnay  ae  Meanrepaire,  granason  ot  tne 
famous  French  philosoplier  aud  economist.  Doctor  Quesnay,  who  was  the  court 
physician  of  Louis  XV.  Chevalier  Quesnay  had  served  as  a  captain  in  Virginia,  in  . 
1777-7H,  in  the  war  of  tile  Resolution.  The  idea  ot  founding  the  academy  was  sug- 
gested to  him  iu  1778  by  John  Page,  of  Rosewell,  then  lieutenant  governor  of 
Virginia,  and  himself  devoted  to  scientific  investigation,  Quesnay  ^cceeded  in 
raising  liy  subscription  the  sum  of  60,000  francs,  the  subscribers  in  Virginia  embracing 
nearly  100  prominent  names.  The  comer  stone  of  the  building,  whicli  was  of  wood, 
was  laid  with  Masonic  ceremonies  July  8.  1786.  Having  founded  and  organized  this 
academy  under  the  most  distinguished  auspices,  Quesnay  returned  to  Paris  and  suc- 
ceeded in  enlisting  iu  support  of  liis  plan  many  learned  and  distinguished  men  of 
France  and  England.  The  French  revolution,  however,  put  an  end  to  the  scheme. 
The  academy  building  was  early  converted  into  a  theater,  which  was  destroyed  by 
fire,  but  a  new  theater  was  erected  in  the  rear  of  the  oiil.  This  new  building  was 
also  destroyed  by  fire  on  the  night  of  December  26,  iHii,  when  72  persons  perished 
in  the  flames.  The  Monumental  church  coinineiuorates  the  disaster,  and  its  portico 
covers  the  tomb  and  ashes  of  most  of  its  victims.  .\  valuable  sketch  ot  Quesnay's 
enlightened  projection,  chiefly  drawn  from  his  curious  M^moire  concernaiit  I'Aca- 
d^mie  des  Sciences  et  Beaux-.\rts  des  Etats-Unis  d'Am^riquc,  ^tablie  d  Richmond, 
was  published  in  The  Academy,  December,  1887,  II,  No.  9,  pp.  403,  411,  by  Doctor 
Herbert  B.  Adams,  of  Johns  Hopkins  University.  A  copy  of  Quesnay's  rare 
M^moire  is  in  the  library  of  the  State  of  Virginia.  Quesnay  complains  bitterly 
that  all  his  letters  relating  to  his  service  in  the  American  Army  had  been  stolen  from 
a  pigeonhole  ia  Governor  Hem-y's  desk  and  his  promotion  thus  prevented. 
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account  of  the  death  of  its  projector,  and  of  King  James  I,  and  the  fall 
of  the  Virginia  Company. 

Soon  after,  in  1636,  came,  the  foundation  of  Harvard,  then  in  1660 
William  and  Mary,  Yale  in  1701,  the  College  of  New  Jersey  in  1746,  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania  in  1751,  Columbia  in  1754,  Brown  in  1764, 
Dartmouth  in  1769,  the  University  of  Maryland  in  1784,  that  of  North 
Carolina  in  1 789-1 795,  that  of  Vermont  in  1791,  and  Bowdoin  (the  col- 
lege of  Maine)  in  1794. 

When  Washington  became  President,  one  hundred  years  ago,  there 
were  no  scientific  foundations  within  this  Republic  save  the  American 
Academy  in  Boston ;  and,  in  the  American  Philosophical  Society,  Bar- 
tram's  Botanic  Garden,  the  private  observatory  of  Rittenhouse,  and 
Peak's  Natural  History  Museum,  Philadelphia. 

Washington's  own  inclinations  were  all  favorable  to  the  progress  of 
science ;  and  Franklin,  who  would  have  been  Vice-President  but  for  his 
age  and  weakness,  Adams,  the  Vice-President,  and  Jefferson,  Secretary 
of  State,  were  all  in  thorough  sympathy  with  the  desire  of  their  chief  to 
**  promote  as  objects  of  primary  importance  institutions  for  the  general 
diffusion  of  knowledge."  All  of  them  were  fellows  of  the  American 
Philosophical  Society,  and  the  President  took  much  interest  in  its  pro- 
ceedings. The  records  of  the  society  show  that  he  nominated  for  foreign 
membership  the  Earl  of  Buclian,  president  of  the  Society  of  Scottish 
Antiquaries,  and  Doctor  James  Anderson. 

Wasliington's  mind  was  vScientific  in  its  tendencies,  and  his  letters  to 
the  English  agriculturists  (Young,  Sinclair,  and  Anderson)  show  him 
to  have  l^een  a  close  student  of  physical  geography  and  climatology.  He 
sent  out  with  his  own  hand,  while  President,  a  circular  letter  to  the  best 
informed  farmers  in  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland, 
and  Virginia,  and  having  received  a  considerable  number  of  answers,  pre- 
pared a  report  on  the  resources  of  the  Middle  Atlantic  States,  which  was 
the  first  of  the  kind  written  in  America,  and  was  a  worthy  beginning  of 
the  great  library  of  agricultural  science  which  has  since  emanated  from 
our  Government  press. 

In  a  letter  to  Arthur  Young,  dated  December  5,  1 791,  he  manifested 
great  interest  in  the  Hessian  fly,  an  insect  making  frightful  ravages  in 
the  wheat  fields  of  the  Middle  States,  and  so  much  dreaded  in  Great 
Britain  that  the  importation  of  wheat  from  America  was  prohibited.  *  It 
was  ver>'  possibly  by  his  request  that  a  committee  of  the  Philosophical 
Society  prepared  and  printed  an  elaborate  and  exhaustive  report,  and 
since  its  chairman  was  Washington's  Secretary  of  State,  it  was  practically 


*  In  an  article  recently  published  by  Professor  C.  V.  Riley,  he  sustains  the  popular 
belief  and  tradition  that  Cecidomya  was  introduced  about  the  time  of  the  Revolution, 
and  probably  by  Hessian  troops.  He  gives  interesting  details  concerning  the  work 
of  the  committee  of  the  American  Philosophical  Society,  and  a  review  of  recent 
controversies  upon  this  subject.     See  Canadian  Entomologist,  XX,  p.  121, 
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prophet!  inspired  to  speak  what  I  feet  ronfidait  will  imedaybe  realized.".  He  tlien 
detailed  to  the  conipany  his  impressions,  that  all  North  America  would  one  day  become 
united;  he  said,  that  a  colonel  Byrd,'  of  \'ir;(iiii:i,  he  Ijelieved,  was  the  first  man  who 
liad  pointed  out  the  i)est  central  seat  [for  the  capiliil  city] ,  near  to  the  present  spot, 
or  abont  the  falls  of  the  Potoniack.  Oencral  WashiiiKton  further  said,  that  a  Mr. 
Evans'  had  expressed  the  same  opinion,  ivilli  many  other  geiitlemen,  who  from  a 

■Before  the  organ i station  of  the  Department  of  Aj;riculture,  another  step  in  eco- 
nomic entomology  was  taken  by  the  (leneral  (iuvernnicnt  in  the  publication  of  an 
official  docnment  on  silk  worms : 

1828.   I  Mease,   James.  |  2olh   Congress,  j  ifith   Session  i  [Doc.   No,   aa6]    Ho.    of 

Reps.  I  Silk-worms.  I |  I.etler  ]  from  [  James  Meiisc,  |  transmitting  a  treatise 

on  the  rearing  of  silk-worm.s.  |  by  Mr.  De  H<«^e.  of  Munich,  ]  with  plates,  etc.,  etc. 

I I  I-'ebnuiry  3.  i8jS.  -  Read  and  referretl  ti>  the  Coniniittee  on  Agriculture. 

I I  Washington ;  ]  Printed  by  Gales  and  Seaton  ;  1828.  !  8°.  pp.  i-io8. 

'Probably  the  third  William  Ryrd  [1728-1777],  the  son  of  the  author  of  Westover 
Papers,  He  was  colonel  of  the  Second  \'irginia  Regiment  in  1756,  and  perhaps  was 
incamp  with  Washington  on  the  present  site  of  the  capital,  when  he  tecame  so  deeply 
inij  ressed  with  the  eligibility  of  the  site  for  a  national  city. 

'Perhaps  Lewis  E^an".  the  geographer,  who  in  1749  published  a  map  of  the  central 
colonics  including  \  irgiina  1'rofes.sor  Winsor  tells  me  that  there  are  copies  of  this 
mip  in  the  possession  of  Harvard  Uni\'ersit_v,  in  the  library  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Historical  Societi  and  one  111  the  Faden  collection  in  the  Library  of  Congress. 
Professor  Josiah  D  \Millnei  sais  that  the  legend  on  it,  "All  great  storms  begin  to 
leeward      is  so  far  as  he  knows  the  first  expression  of  that  scienti&c  opinion. 


.A,..^.^  ^^-^^ 
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cursor}'  view  of  a  chart  of  North  America,  received  this  natural  and  truly  correct 
impression.  The  look  of  general  Washington,  the  energy  of  his  mind,  his  noble 
and  irresistible  eloquence,  all  conspired,  so  far  to  impress  the  zvriter  with  these  sub- 
jects, that  if  ever  he  should  unfortunately  become  insane,  it  zt/ilthe  from  his  anxiety 
for  ihe/ederal  city  and  national  university. » 

In  another  part  of  the  same  book  Mr.  Blodget  describes  a  conversation 
with  Washington,  which  took  place  after  the  site  of  the  capital  had  been 
decided  upon,  in  which  the  President  "stated  his  opinion,  that  there  were 
four  or  five  thousand  inhabitants  in  the  city  of  Washington,  and  until 
congress  were  comfortably  accommodated,  it  might  be  premature  to  com- 
mence a  seminary.  *.  *  *  He  did  ndt  wish  to  see  the  work  commenced 
until  the  city  was  prepared  for  it;  but  he  added;  that  he  hoped  he  had 
not  omitted  to  take  such  measures  as  would  at  all  events  secure  the  entire 
object  in  time,  even  if  its  merits  should  not  draw  forth  from  every  quarter 
the  aid  it  would  Ixi  found  to  deserve,"  alluding,  of  course,  to  the  provi- 
sions in  his  own  will.  "He  then,*'  continues  Blodget,  "talked  again 
and  again,  on  Mr.  Turgot's  and  Doctor  Price's  calculations  of  the  effect 
of  compoiuid  interest,  at  which,  as  he  was  well  versed  in  figures,  he 
could  acquit  himself  in  a  masterly  manner."^ 

Concerning  the  fate  of  the  Potomac  Company,  a  portion  of  whose  stock 
was  destined  by  Washington  as  a  nucleus  for  the  endowment  of  a  univer- 
sity, it  is  not  necessiiry  now  to  sjHiak.  The  value  of  the  bequest  was  at  the 
time  placed  at  /^5/xx)  sterling,  and  it  was  computed  by  Blo<lget  that  had 
Congress  kept  faith  with  Washington,  as  well  as  did  the  legislature  of 
Virginia  in  regard  to  the  endowment  of  Washington  College,  his  dona- 
tion at  compound  interest  would  in  twelve  years  (18 15)  have  grown  to 
$50,000,  and  in  twenty-four  years  (1827)  to  $100,000,  an  endowment 
sufficient  to  establish  one  of  the  colleges  in  the  projx^sed  university. 

Madison,  when  a  nienil)er  of  the  Constitutional  Convention  in  1787, 
probably  acting  in  harmony  with  the  wishes  of  W'ashington,  proposed 
as  among  the  powers  proper  to  be  added  to  those  of  the  General  LegivS- 
lature,  the  followhig: 

To  establish  a  university. 

To  encourage,  by  j)reniiuins  and  provisions,  tht?  advancement  of  useful  knowl- 
edge and  the  discussion  of  science.' 

That  he  never  lost  his  interest  in  the  iniiversity  idea  is  shown  by  his 
vigorous  appeal  while  President,  in  his  message  of  December,  18 10,  in 
which  he  urged  the  importance  of  an  institution  at  the  capital  which 
would  "contribute  not  less  to  strengthen  the  foundations  than  to  adorn 
the  structure  of  our  system  of  government." 

Quite  in  accord  with  the  spirit  of  Madison's  message  was  a  letter  in 
the  Pennsylvania  (xa/x'tte  of  1788,^  in  which  it  was  argued  that  the  new 
form  of  government  proi)osed  by  the  franiers  of  the  Constitution  could 
not  succeed  in  a  republic,  luile.ss  the  jx^ople  were  prepared  for  it  by  an 


'  Hcononiica,  p.  22.  'Madison  raj)ers,  I.  pj).  354,  577. 

'  Idem.,  Apijendix,  p.  ix.  *  See  A^yHiwdv-x.  N., 


legislative  delays, 

Blodget  urged  upon  Cougress  various  projects  which  he  thought  to 
be  of  national  importance,  and  among  the  first  of  these  was  To  erect, 
or  at  least  to  point  out,  the  place  for  the  statue  of  17S3,  and  either  to 
direct  or  permit  the  colleges  of  the  university  formed  l>y  Washington 
to  commence  around  this  statue  after  the  manner  of  the  Timoleonteon 
of  Syracuse.' 

■  See  Appendix  B. 

'  The  Society  ot  Sons  of  tlie  AniiTicnri  Rt volution,  recoiilly  urjiatiiwil,  and  com- 
posed of  descendants  of  Revolutionary  soldiers  iind  jKitriols.  has  for  one  of  its 
ol>jects  "to  carry  out  \Vasliinf;ti>n'K  iiijuntlion  'lo  pniiiiote  as  objeets  ot  primary 
hnportnnce  institutions  for  the  difFiisicin  of  knowledge,'  and  tims  to  create  an 
enlightened  piililic  opinion." 

» 1S06  lilodget,  Saniutl,  jr.,  Econoniica  :    |  A  Sliitislical  MaiiitfJ  |  for  the  |  United 

States  of  America.  '  ^  |  The   legislature   ought   to   make  the  people 

happy  I  Aristotle  on  goveriniienl  |    -.  |  ■■  I'elix  (jui  potuit  reriiin  cognos- 

cere  causas"  |        '  City  of  Wasllington  :  1  I'riuted   for   the   author.  |  — :  |  1S06,  128 

The  certificate  of  copyright  !■;  in  this  fnrni: 

Be  it  re  men  I  lie  nil  th:it  "  *  *  Samuel  Illo<lj,'ct.  junior,  hath  deposited  in  this 
ofTice,  the  title  of  .'I  lio<ik  tin-  right  whereof  he  cluims  as  author,  liiil  for  the  l>euefit  in 
trust  for  the  free  education  fund  of  the  university  founded  by  George  Wasllington 
in  his  last  will,  etc. 
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lu  intimate  connection  with  his  plan  for  a  university  was  that  of 
Washington  for  a  niiHtary  academy  at  West  Point.  He  had  found  dur- 
ing the  Revolution  a  great  want  of  engineers,  and  this  want  caused 
Congress  to  accept  the  services  of  numerous  French  engineers  to  aid  our 
countr>'  in  its  struggle  for  independence. 

At  the  close  of  the  Revolution,  Washington  lost  no  time  in  commend- 
ing to  Virginia  the  improvement  of  the  Potomac  and  James  rivers,  the 
junction  by  canal  of  Chesapeake  Bay  and  Albemarle  Sound  of  North 
Carolina.  He  soon  after  proceeded  to  New  York  to  see  the  plans  of 
General  Schuyler  to  unite  the  Mohawk  with  the  waters  of  Lake  Ontario, 
and  to  Massachusetts  to  see  the  plans  of  the  Merrimac  Navigation 
Company. 

It  was  the  want  of  educated  engineers  for  work  of  this  kind  that 
induced  Generals  Wasliington,  Lee,  and  Huntington  and  Colonel  Pick- 
ering, in  the  year  1783,  to  select  West  Point  as  a  suitable  site  for  a  mili- 
tary academy,  and  at  that  place  such  an  institution  was  essayed,  under 
the  law  of  Congress,  in  1 794.  But  from  the  destruction  of  the  build- 
ing and  its  contained  books  and  apparatus  by  fire,  the  academy  was  sus- 
pended until  the  year  1801,  when  Mr.  Jefferson  renewed  the  action  of 
the  law,  and  the  following  year,  1802,  a  United  States  Corps  of  Engi- 
neers and  Military  Academy  was  organized  by  law  and  established  at 
West  Point,  with  General  Jonathan  Williams,  the  nephew  of  Franklin 
and  one  of  the  vice-presidents  of  the  Philosophical  Society,  at  its  head, 
and  the  United  States  Military  Philosophical  Society  was  established 
with  the  whole  Engineer  Corps  of  the  Army  for  a  nucleus. 

This  society  had  for  its  object  "the  collecting  and  disseminating  of 
military  science."  Its  membership  during  the  ten  years  of  its  existence 
included  most  of  the  leading  men  in  the  country,  civilians  as  well  as 
officers  in  the  Army  and  Navy.  Meetings  were  held  in  New  York  and 
Washington,  as  well  as  in  West  Point,  and  it  seems  to  have  been  the 
first  national  scientific  society.' 

The  Patent  Office  also  began  under  Washington,  the  first  American 
patent  system  having  been  founded  by  act  of  Congress  April  10,  1790. 

On  the  8th  of  January,  1790,  President  Washington  entered  the  Sen- 
ate Chamber,  where  both  Houses  of  Congress  were  assembled,  and 
addressed  them  on  the  state  of  the  new  nation.  In  the  speech  of  a  few 
minutes,  which  thus  constituted  the  first  annual  message  to  Congress, 

*  At  least  three  fascicles  of  Extracts  from  the  minutes  of  the  United  States  MiH- 
tary  Society  were  printed— one  for  the  stated  meeting,  October  6,  i8o6  [4°,  14  pp.]; 
one  for  an  occasional  meeting  at  Washington,  January  30,  1808  [4°,  pp.  1-23  (i)]; 
and  one  for  an  occasional  meeting  at  New  York,  December  28,  1809  [4°,  pp.  1-22]. 
The  manuscript  records,  in  four  volumes,  are  said  to  be  in  the  possession  of  the 
New  York  Historical  Society. 

I  am  indebted  to  Colonel  John  M.  Wilson,  United  States  Army,  Superintendent  of 
the  Military  Academy,  and  to  General  J.  C.  Kelton,  United  States  Army,  for  court- 
eous and  valuable  replies  to  my  letters  of  inquiry. 


a  Presideut  and  Pickering  as  Stcretary  of  State. 


National  Scieuti/ic  and  Educational  Institutions.  279 

it  seems  to  have  been  supposed  that  the  bill  itself  creating  it  proceeded 
from  his  own  suggestion.  But  by  a  comparison  of  dates  this  appears 
hardly  possible.  Jefferson  returned  from  Europe  to  Norfolk  and  Monti- 
cello  toward  the  end  of  1789,  his  mind  deeply  occupied  with  the  stirring 
movements  of  revolution  abroad.  During  the  winter  months  he  was 
debating  whether  he  should  accept  the  charge  of  the  State  Department, 
offered  him  by  Washington;  making  his  way  by  slow  stages  from  Vir- 
ginia to  New  York;  receiving  innumerable  ovations;  paying  his  last  visit 
to  the  dying  Franklin,  and  he  only  reached  the  seat  of  government 
March  2 1 ,  when  the  legislative  work  on  this  act  was  practically  finished. 
More  than  to  any  other  individual,  probably,  the  American  patent  system 
looks  for  its  origin  to  the  Father  of  the  Country.' 

Jefferson  took  great  pride  in  it,  and  gave  personal  consideration  to 
every  application  that  was  made  for  patents  during  the  years  between  1 790 
and  1793,  while  the  power  of  revision  and  rejection  granted  by  that  act 
remained  in  force.  It  is  a  matter  of  tradition,  handed  down  to  us  from 
generation  to  generation,  that  when  an  application  for  a  patent  was 
made  he  would  summon  Mr.  Henry  Knox,  of  Massachusetts,  who  was 
Secretary  of  War,  and  Mr.  Edmund  Randolph,  of  Virginia,  who  was 
Attorney-General,  these  officials  Ixiing  designated  by  the  act,  wdth  the 
Secretary  of  State,  a  tribunal  to  examine  and  grant  patents;  and  that 
these  three  distinguished  officials  would  examine  the  application  critic- 
ally, scrutinizing  each  point  of  the  specification  and  claims  carefully  and 
vigorously.  The  result  of  this  examination  was  that,  during  the  first 
year,  a  majority  of  the  applications  failed  to  pass  the  ordeal,  and  only  three 
patents  were  granted.  Every  step  in  the  issuing  of  a  patent  was  taken 
with  great  care  and  caution,  Mr.  Jefferson  thinking  always  to  impress 
upon  the  minds  of  his  officers  and  the  public  that  it  was  a  matter  of  no 
ordinary  importance. 

The  subsequent  history  of  the  office  is  very  interesting,  especially 
since  it  contains  a  record  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  vigorous  opposition  to  the 
change  effected  by  the  act  of  1793,  which,  he  held,  by  a  promiscuous 
granting  of  exclusive  privileges  would  lead  to  the  creation  of  monopoly 
in  the  arts  and  industries,  and  was  against  the  theory  of  a  popular  gov- 
ernment, and  would  be  pernicious  in  its  effects. 

In  1812  a  building  was  put  up  for  the  acconnnodation  of  the  office, 
but  this  was  destroyed  in  1836,  and  with  it  most  of  tliQ  records  which 
would  Ixi  necessary  for  a  proper  understanding  of  the  early  history  of 
American  invention. 

In  the  Patent  Office  building,  and  with  it  destroyed,  there  was  gath- 
ered a  collection  of  models,  which  was  sometimes  by  courtesy  called  the 
American  Museum  of  Art,  and  which  afforded  a  precedent  for  the 
larger  collection  of  models  and  natural  products,  which  remained  under 


*  The  foregoing  paragraphs  concerning  the  history  of  the  Patent  Office  were  kindly 
suppHed  by  Mr.  Edward  Farquhar,  for  many  years  its  assistant  Hbrarian. 


bringing  with  him  an  original  contribution  to  science  is  certainly,"  as 
Luther  has  said,  "one  we  shall  not  soon  see  repeated."" 

Ill  1801  began  the  Administration  most  memorable  in  the  history  of 
American  science.  The  President  of  the  United  States  was,  during  the 
eight  years  of  his  office,  president  of  the  American  Philosophical  Society 
as  well,  and  was  in  touch  with  all  the  intellectual  activities  of  the  period. 
He  wrote  to  a  correspondent,  "Nature  intended- me  for  the  tranquil 
pursuits  of  science  by  rendering  them  my  supreme  delight;"  and  to 
another  he  said,  "Your  first  letter  gives  me  information  in  the  line  of 
natural  history,  and  the  second  promises  political  news;  the  first  is  my 
passion,  the  last  is  my  duty,  and  therefore  both  desirable." 

"At  times  of  the  fiercest  party  conflict,"  says  Luther,  "when  less 
iiappily  constituted  minds  would  scarcelj'  ha\'e  been  able  to  attend  to 

'  See  Official  Gazette,  United  States  Patent  Office.  XII.  No.  15,  Tuesday,  October 
9,  1877;  also  articles  in  Appleton's  and  Johnson's  Cyclop.-edias. 

The  history  of  the  Patent  Office  lias  never  been  written;  a  full  account  of  its 
work  and  of  its  influence  upon  the  progress  of  American  invention  is  greatly  to  be 
desired. 

=  See  Jefferson,  A  Memoir  on  the  Discovery  of  Certain  Bones  of  a  Quadruped,  of 
the  Clawed  kind,  in  llie  Western  Part  of  Virginia,  in  the  American  Philosophical 
Transactions,  IV,  p.  246  (March  10,  1797);  also  V.  B.  Luther,  JefTerson  as  a  Natu- 
ralist, in  the  Magazine  of  American  History,  .April,  1SS5,  pp.  379-390- 
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the  routine  duties  of  life,  we  find  him  yielding  to  that  subtle  native 
force  which  all  through  life  was  constantly  drawing  him  away  from 
poHtics  to  science." 

Thus,  during  these  exciting  weeks  in  February,  1801,  when  Congress 
was  vainly  trying  to  untangle  the  difficulties  arising  from  the  tie  vote 
l^etween  Jefferson  and  Burr,  when  every  politician  at  the  capital  was 
busy  with  schemes  and  counterschemes,  this  man,  whose  political  fate 
was  balanced  on  a  razor's  edge,  was  corresponding  with  Doctor  Wistar 
in  regard  to  some  bones  of  the  mammoth  which  he  had  just  procured 
from  Shawangunk,  in  New  York.  Again,  in  1808,  when  the  excitement 
over  the  Embargo  was  highest,  and  when  every  day  brought  fresh 
denunciations  of  him  and  his  policy,  he  was  carrying  on  his  geological 
studies  in  the  White  House  itself.  Under  his  direction  upward  of  300 
specimens  of  fossil  bones  had  been  brought  from  the  famous  Big  Bone 
Lick  and  spread  in  one  of  the  large  unfinished  rooms  of  the  Presidential 
Mansion.  Doctor  Wistar  was  asked  to  come  to  Philadelphia  and  select 
such  as  were  needed  to  complete  the  collection  of  the  Philosophical 
Society.  The  exploration  of  the  lick  was  made  at  the  private  expense 
of  Jefferson  through  the  agency  of  General  William  Clarke,  the  western 
explorer,  and  this  may  fairly  be  regarded  as  the  l^eg^nning  of  American 
governmental  work  in  paleontology. 

His  scientific  tendencies  led  to  nuich  criticism,  of  which  the  well- 
known  lines  by  William  Cullen  Bryant,  in  The  Embargo,  afford  a 
ver>^  mild  example.'  He  cast  all  calumny  aside  with  the  remark  **that 
he  who  had  nothing  to  conceal  from  the  press  had  nothing  to  fear  from 
it,"  and  calmly  went  on  his  way.  The  senior  niem1:)ers  of  his  Cabinet 
were  James  Madison,  a  man  of  the  most  enlightened  sympathy  with  sci- 
ence, and  Gallatin,  one  of  the  earliest  American  philologists;  while  one  of 
his  strongest  supporters  in  Congress  was  Samuel  Latham  Mitchill,  a 
mighty  promoter  of  scientific  interests  in  his  native  State,  whom  Adams 
wittily  describes  as  "chemist,  botanist,  naturalist,  physician,  and  poli- 
tician, who  supported  the  Republican  party  because  Jefferson  was  its 
leader,  and  Jefferson  because  he  was  a  philosopher." 

During  this  administration  the  project  for  a  great  national  institution 
of  learning  was  revived  by  Joel  Barlow.  In  1800,  when  Barlow  was  the 
American  minister  in  Paris,  he  said  in  a  letter  to  Senator  Baldwin  : 

I  have  been  writing  a  long  letter  to  Jefferson  on  quite  another  subject.  .  .  .  It  is 
alx)ut  learned  societies,  universities,  public  instruction,  and  the  advantages  you  now 
have  for  doing  something  great  and  good  if  you  will  take  it  up  on  proper  principles. 
If  you  will  put  me  at  the  head  of  the  Institution  there  proposed,  and  give  it  that 


Go,  wretch,  resign  the  Presidential  chair; 
Disclose  thy  secret  measures,  foul  or  fair. 
Go,  search  with  curious  eyes  for  horned  frogs 
'Mid  the  wild  wastes  of  I^otiisianian  bogs, 
Or  where  the  Ohio  rolls  his  tiu-bid  stream 
Dig  for  huge  bones,  thy  glory  and  thy  theme. 


ing  iiitorniatioii."' 

The  editor  of  the  National  IiitelliKeiicer,  the  organ  of  the  Adniiiiistra- 
tioii  in  1806.  coiiiiiieiited  favorablj'  upon  the  plan  of  IJarlow, 

This  gentleman  [he  wrote],  wbose  miiul  has  Imcii  i;iila[i;crl  hy  extensive  observa- 
tion, by  contemplating  man  under  almost  every  variety  of  aspect  in  whicli  lie  upjicars, 
and  whose  sentiments  ha\'e  bi'en  cliamcti-'rizeil  by  nn  uniformly  zealous  devotion  to 
liberty,  has  most  justly  embraced  the  opinion  tliiit  the  duration  an  well  as  perfection 
of  republicanism  in  tliis  coinitry  will  depellil  ui>uli  the  prevalence  of  correct  icifoniia- 
tion,  itself  dependent  upon  tile  education  of  tlie  great  boily  of  the  jieoplc.  Having 
raiseil  himself,  as  we  understand,  to  a  stale  of  pceuniarj-  iiir!e]>eiideiR-e.  he  lias 
returned  to  his  native  country,  witli  a  determination  of  ik-\-otiug  his  whole  attention 

'  Torttl,  Life  and  Letters  of  Joel  Barlow,  ]).  2(vS, 

'  Aiiauis,  JeiTerson  and  the  University  of  \'irgiiiia,  p.  49  ;•/  siy. 

'See  text  of  prospectus  in  Appendix  C  to  tliis  pa)H.-r,  or  in  National  Intelligencer, 
Washington,  i8o5,  August  I  and  November  24.  The  original  pulilication,  of  which 
there  is  a  copy  in  the  Congressional  Library,  recently  brought  to  my  notice  by  Mr. 
Spofford,  is  a  pamphlet,  anonyniou.sly  published,  with  the  date  of  Wasliington,  24t1i 
January,  1S06. 

Prospectus  |  of  a  |  National   Institution,  i  to   be  ;  establisheil  ;  in   the  |  Tniteil 

States  I  =  j  Washington  Citi-;  |  Printed  by  Samuel  II.  Smith  ■ |  1806—  S",  pp. 

1-44- 


^ya^r^'^u^  '^~^^.   jzs*-^ 


A-^t-J-^^ 
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and  labors  to  those  objects  which  are  best  calculated  to  improve  its  state  of  society, 
its  science,  literature,  and  education.  The  disinterested  exertions  of  such  a  man 
merit  the  national  attention.' 

Barlow's  prospectus,  we  are  told,  was  circulated  throughout  the  country, 
and  met  with  so  favorable  a  response  that  in  1806  he  drew  up  a  bill  for 
the  incorporation  of  the  institution,  which  Mr.  Logan,  of  Philadelphia, 
introduced  in  the  Senate,  which  passed  to  a  second  reading,  was  referred 
to  a  committee  which  never  reported,  and  so  was  lost. 

Barlow's  National  Institution  resembled  more  closely  the  House  of 
Salomon  in  The  New  Atlantis  of  Bacon  than  it  did  the  eminently  prac- 
tical university  project  of  Washington.  It  would  be  interesting  to  know 
to  what  extent  President  Jefferson  was  in  sympathy  with  Barlow.  The 
mind  which  a  few  years  later  directed  the  organization  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Virginia  could  scarcely  have  approved  all  the  features  of  the 
Kalorama  plan.  He  was  undoubtedly  at  this  time  anxious  that  a  national 
university  should  Ix?  founded,  as  is  shown  by  his  messages  to  Congress  in 
1806  and  1808,''  though  it  is  probable  that  he  wished  it  to  be  erected  in 
some  convenient  jjart  of  Virginia,  rather  than  in  the  city  of  Washington. 
The  project  for  transplanting  to  America  the  faculty  of  the  College  of 
Geneva,  which,  but  for  the  opposition  of  Washington,  would  probably  have 
been  attempted  in  1794,  had  reference  rather  to  the  formation  of  a  State 
university,  national  in  influence,  than  to  a  central  Federal  institution.^ 

Although  Barlow's  plan  was,  in  its  details,  much  too  elatorate  for  the 
times,  the  fundamental  ideas  were  exceedingly  attractive,  and  led  to  very 
important  and  far-reaching  results. 

Barlow  expected,  of  course,  that  his  institution  should  be  established 
and  maintained  at  Government  cost.  This  was  soon  found  to  be  imprac- 
ticable, and  those  who  were  interested  in  the  intellectual  advancement  of 
the  capital  soon  had  recourse  to  the  idea  of  l)eginning  the  work  at  private 
expense,  relying  upon  Government  aid  for  its  future  advancement. 

Barlow's  classmate,  Josiah  Meigs,  his  friend  and  neighbor  Thomas 
Law,  aided  by  lulward  Cutbush,  Judge  Cranch,  and  other  citizens  of 
Washington,  proceeded  forthwith  to  attempt  that  which  the  politicians 
dared  not. 

The  essential  features  of  Barlow's  plan  were: 

( I )  The  advancement  of  knowledge  by  associations  of  scientific  men  ; 
and 

(  2)  The  dissemination  of  its  rudiments  by  the  instruction  of  youth.** 

To  meet  the  first  of  these  requirements  they  organized  the  Columbian 
Institute  for  the  Promotion  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  in  18 19  ;  and  for  the  sec- 
ond, the  Columbian  College,  incorporated  in  182 1.  Most  of  the  promi- 
nent members  of  the  Columbian  Institute  were  also  among  the  friends 


'  National  Intellingencer,  November  24,  1806. 

^  Henry  Adams,  History  of  the  United  States,  1805-1809,  I,  pp.  346,  347;  II,  p.  365. 

'Idem.,  pp.  45,  46. 

4 The  Old  Bachelor,  by  William  Wirt,  p.  iS6. 
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and  supporters  of  the  college.     Doctor  Josiah  Meigs,  the  friend  and  riaaa 
mate  of  Barlow,  the  president  of  the  institute  from.x8i9  to  182X9  was  an 
incorporator  and  a  member  of  the  first  faculty  of  the  ooU^ge.' 

Doctor  Edward  Cutbush,  the  founder  of  the  Columbian  Institntey  was 
also  a  professor,  as  well  as  Doctor  Thomas  Sewall,  Doctor  Alexander 
McWilliams,  and  Judge  William  Ctanch,  and  in  publicationa  made  at  the 
time  these  men  distinctly  proposed  to  realize  the  aspitatiaaa  of  Wash- 
ington for  the  creation  of  a  great  national  university  at  the  seat  of  the 
Federal  Government.  It  was  in  this  cause  President  Monroe  gaye  to  the 
Columbian  College  his  public  support  as  President  of  the  United  States. 
At  a  later  day,  when  an  hour  of  need  overtook  the  college,  John  Qoincy 
Adams  became  one  of  its  saving  benefactors.' 

The  donation  of  ^5,000  made  to  the  Columbian  College  in  1839  was  piceeded  by  a 
report  from  the  Committee  in  Houae  of  Representatives  on  the  District  of  fSftiw— »■ 

That  report  may  be  found  in  Reports  of  committees,  first  session  Twenty  sacoad 
Congress  (1831-32),  III,  Report  No.  334. 

After  renting  the  early  history  of  the  college  the  report  proceeds  as  foUowa : 

Few  institutions  present  as  strong  claims  to  the  patronage  of  Govemmentv  asthat, 
in  behalf  of  which  the  forementioned  memorial  has  been  presented.  [The  icpoct  la 
made  in  answer  to  a  memorial  of  the  president  and  trustees  of  the  cdllegei 
Congress  to  make  a  donation  to  the  college  *  from  the  sale  of  public  lots  or  fram 
other  source  as  Congress  may  think  proper  to  direct.  *]  Its  location  near  the  aeat  of 
Government,  its  salubrious  middle  climate,  and  other  advantages,  and  the  commend- 
able efforts  of  its  present  trustees  and  professors  to  sustain  it,  justly  entiile  it  (o 
public  benificence. 

» I  am  indebted  to  Doctor  James  C.  Welling,  president  of  the  Columbia  University, 
for  much  important  information  concerning  this  and  other  matters  discussed  in  the 
present  pa|)er. 

*  James  C.  Welling,  The  Columbian  University,  Washington,  1889,  p.  I.  The  fol- 
lowing letter,  written  by  President  Monroe  in  1821,  indicates  that  the  public  men 
of  the  day  were  not  unwilling  that  the  institution  should  be  regarded  as  one  of 

national  scope : 

Washington,  March  28, 1821, 

Sir  :  I  avail  myself  of  this  mode  of  assuring  you  of  my  earnest  desire  that  the 
college  which  was  incorporated  by  an  act  of  Congress  at  the  last  session,  by  the  title 
of  The  Columbian  College  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  may  accomplish  all  the  use- 
ful purposes  for  which  it  was  established ;  and  I  add,  with  great  satisfaction,  that 
there  is  good  reason  to  believe  that  the  hopes  of  those  who  have  so  patriotically  con- 
tributed to  advance  it  to  its  present  stage  will  not  \yc  disapix)inted. 

Its  commencement  will  be  under  circumstances  verv  favorable  to  its  success.  ♦  *  * 
The  act  of  incorporation  is  well  digested,  looks  to  the  proper  objects,  and  grants  the 
IK>wers  well  adapted  to  their  attainment.  The  establishment  of  the  institution 
within  the  rVdcral  District,  in  the  presence  of  Congress,  and  of  all  the  departments 
of  the  GovcrniUftit,  will  secure  to  the  young  men  who  may  be  educated  in  it  many 
iiniH)nant  advantages;  among  which,  the  opportunity  which  it  will  afford  them  of 
hearing  the  debates  in  Congress,  an<l  in  the  Supreme  Court,  on  important  subjects, 
must  be  obvicms  to  all. 

With  these  peculiar  advantages,  this  institution,  if  it  receives  hereafter  the  proper 
encouragement,  can  not  fail  to  be  eminently  nse/ut  to  the  nation.     Under  this  im- 
pression, I  trust  that  such  encouragement  will  not  ])e  withheld  from  it. 
I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  vour  verv  olK-dient  servant, 


National  Scientific  and  Educational  Institutions,  285 

The  Columbian  Institute  was  granted  the  use  of  rooms  in  the  Capitol 
building  under  the  present  Congressional  Library  Hall,  which  became  a 
center  of  the  scientific  and  literary  interests  of  Washington,  and  its 
annual  meetings  were  held  in  the  Hall  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
where  Southard,  Clay,  Everett,  Meigs,  and  Adams  delivered  addresses 
upon  matters  of  science  and  political  economy  to  large  assemblages  of 
public  men.  In  18 19,  Josiah  Meigs,  its  president,  writing  to  Doctor 
Daniel  Drake,  of  Cincinnati,  said: 

I  have  little  doubt  that  this  Congress  will,  before  they  rise,  give  the  Institute  a  few 
acres  of  ground  for  our  building  and  for  a  Botanic  Garden.  Mr.  Barlow  made 
great  efforts  to  obtain  this  object  eight  or  ten  years  ago— he  could  do  nothing — but 
prejudices  which  then  were  of  the  density  of  a  thunder  cloud  are  now  as  tenuous  as 
the  tail  of  a  Comet.* 

The  supreme  legislative  power  of  the  United  States  over  persons  and  property 
within  the  District  of  Columbia,  is  unquestioned.  Congress  has  repeatedly  made 
grants  of  portions  of  the  public  lands  to  seminaries  of  learning  situated  within  the 
limits  of  States  and  Territories,  where  such  lands  lie.  The  constitution  having  thus 
confided  to  the  care  of  the  National  Legislature,  the  rights  and  interests  of  the 
people  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  Congress  having  made  liberal  donations 
out  of  the  national  domain  to  promote  the  great  cause  of  education  in  all  the  other 
districts  within  which  tlie  General  Goverimient  has  exclusive  jurisdiction,  it  would 
seem  to  be  cruel  injustice  to  refuse  the  small  boon  now  recommended.  These  con- 
siderations, induce  the  hope  that  the  proposed  donation  will  be  exempt  from  all 
opposition,  not  founded  in  doubts  of  the  just  claim  to  patronage  of  the  institution 
for  the  benefit  of  which  it  is  designed.  And  these  claims,  it  is  fully  believed,  will 
stand  the  test  of  the  severest  scrutiny. 

The  report  from  which  the  above  extracts  are  taken  was  made  February  27,  1832 
(to  accompany  House  bill  No.  422),  by  Mr.  Thomas,  of  Maryland  (on  behalf  of 
the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia ) ,  in  answer  to  memorial  of  the  trustees 
and  the  president  of  the  Columbian  College. 

On  the  ground  granted  by  Congress,  a  botanical  garden  was  established 
by  the  society  in  1822  or  1823  with  the  cooperation  of  the  State  Depart- 
ment and  the  consular  service.  In  1829  the  society  applied  to  Congress 
for  pecuniary  aid,  which  was  not  granted." 

The  Columbian  University  was  also  an  applicant  for  Government  aid, 
which  it  received  to  the  amount  of  $25,000  in  1832,  on  the  ground  that 


*  Life  of  Josiah  Meigs,  p.  102. 

»  The  original  members  of  the  Columbian  Institute  were :  Hon.  John  Quincy 
Adams;  Colonel  George  Bomford,  U.  S.  A.;  Doctor  John  A.  Brereton,  U.  S.  A.; 
Doctor  Edward  Cutbush,  U.  S.  N.;  Asbury  Dickins,  esq.;  Joseph  Gales,  jr.,  esq.; 
Doctor  Henry  Huntt ;  Thomas  I^aw,  esq. ;  Edmund  Law,  esq. ;  Doctor  George  W. 
May;  Alexander  Mc Williams,  esq.;  William  Winston  Seaton,  esq.;  Samuel  H. 
Smith,  esq.;  William  Thornton,  esq.;  Hon.  Roger  C.  Weightman. 

Among  the  later  members  were  Doctor  Joseph  Lovell,  U.  S.  A.;  Colonel  Isaac 
Roberdeau;  IJoctor  Thomas  Sewell;  Judge  William  Cranch;  Hon.  Henry  Clay;  Hon. 
John  McLean;  Hon.  Richard  Rush;  Hon.  S.  L.  Southard;  Hon.  William  Wirt; 
Doctor  W.  S.  W.  Ruschenberger,  U.  S.  N.;  Hon.  J.  M.  Berrien;  Hon.  John  C.  Calhoun; 
Rev.  Obadiah  B.  Brown,  and  Rev.  William  Staughton. 

The  minutes  of  the  Columbian  Institute  are  not  to  be  found.     The  trea,surer*&  bo^V. 
is  in  the  National  Museum. 
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The  Columbian  Institute  was  granted  the  use  of  rooms  in  the  Capitol 
building  under  the  present  Congressional  Library  Hall,  which  became  a 
center  of  the  scientific  and  literary  interests  of  Washington,  and  its 
annual  meetings  were  held  in  the  Hall  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
where  Southard,  Clay,  Everett,  Meigs,  and  Adams  delivered  addresses 
upon  matters  of  science  and  political  economy  to  large  assemblages  of 
public  men.  In  18 19,  Josiah  Meigs,  its  president,  writing  to  Doctor 
Daniel  Drake,  of  Cincinnati,  said: 

I  have  Uttle  doubt  that  this  Congress  will,  before  they  rise,  give  the  Institute  a  few 
acres  of  ground  for  our  building  and  for  a  Botanic  Garden.  Mr.  Barlow  made 
great  efforts  to  obtain  this  object  eight  or  ten  years  ago— he  could  do  nothing — but 
prejudices  which  then  were  of  the  density  of  a  thunder  cloud  are  now  as  tenuous  as 
the  tail  of  a  Comet.' 

The  supreme  legislative  power  of  the  United  States  over  persons  and  property 
within  the  District  of  Columbia,  is  unquestioned.  Congress  has  repeatedly  made 
grants  of  portions  of  the  public  lands  to  seminaries  of  learning  situated  within  the 
limits  of  States  and  Territories,  where  such  lands  lie.  The  constitution  having  thus 
confided  to  the  care  of  the  National  Ivegislature,  the  rights  and  interests  of  the 
people  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  Congress  having  made  liberal  donations 
out  of  the  national  domain  to  promote  the  great  cause  of  education  in  all  the  other 
districts  within  which  the  General  Government  has  exclusive  jurisdiction,  it  would 
seem  to  be  cruel  injustice  to  refuse  the  small  boon  now  recommended.  These  con- 
siderations, induce  tlie  hope  that  the  proposed  donation  will  be  exempt  from  all 
opposition,  not  founded  in  doubts  of  the  just  claim  to  patronage  of  the  institution 
for  the  benefit  of  which  it  is  designed.  And  these  claims,  it  is  fully  believed,  will 
stand  the  test  of  the  severest  scrutiny. 

The  report  from  which  the  alx)ve  extracts  are  taken  was  made  February  27,  1832 
(to  accompany  House  bill  No.  422),  by  Mr.  Thomas,  of  Maryland  (on  behalf  of 
the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia),  in  answer  to  memorial  of  the  trustees 
and  the  president  of  the  Columbian  College. 

On  the  ground  granted  by  Congress,  a  botanical  garden  was  established 
by  the  society  in  1822  or  1823  with  the  cooperation  of  the  State  Depart- 
ment and  the  consular  service.  In  1829  the  society  applied  to  Congress 
for  pecuniary  aid,  which  was  not  granted." 

The  Columbian  University  was  also  an  applicant  for  Government  aid, 
which  it  received  to  the  amount  of  $25,000  in  1832,  on  the  ground  that 


*  Life  of  Josiah  Meigp,  p.  102. 

»  The  original  members  of  tlie  Columbian  Institute  were :  Hon.  John  Quincy 
Adams;  Colonel  George  Bomford,  U.  S.  A.;  Doctor  John  A.  Brereton,  U.  S.  A.; 
Doctor  Edward  Cutbush,  U.  S.  N.;  Asbury  Dickins,  esq.;  Joseph  Gales,  jr.,  esq.; 
Doctor  Henry  Huntt ;  Thomas  Law,  esq. ;  Edmund  Law,  esq. ;  Doctor  George  W. 
May;  Alexander  Mc Williams,  esq.;  William  Winston  Seaton,  esq.;  Samuel  H. 
Smith,  esq.;  William  Thornton,  esq.;  Hon.  Roger  C.  Weightman. 

Among  the  later  members  were  Doctor  Joseph  Lovell,  U.  S.  A.;  Colonel  Isaac 
Roberdeau;  IJoctor  Thomas  Sewell;  Judge  William  Cranch;  Hon.  Henry  Clay;  Hon. 
John  McLean;  Hon.  Richard  Rush;  Hon.  S.  L.  Southard;  Hon.  William  Wirt; 
Doctor  W.  S.  W.  Ruschenberger,  U.  S.  N.;  Hon.  J.  M.  Berrien;  Hon.  John  C.  Calhor.n; 
Rev.  Obadiah  B.  Brown,  and  Rev.  William  Staughton. 

The  minutes  of  the  Columbian  Institute  are  not  to  be  found.     The  treasurer' s^lvarOkV^ 
is  in  the  National  Museum. 
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The  Columbian  Institute  was  granted  the  use  of  rooms  in  the  Capitol 
building  under  the  present  Congressional  Library  Hall,  which  became  a 
center  of  the  scientific  and  literary  interests  of  Washington,  and  its 
annual  meetings  were  held  in  the  Hall  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
where  Southard.  Clay,  Everett,  Meigs,  and  Adams  delivered  addresses 
upon  matters  of  science  and  political  economy  to  large  assemblages  of 
public  men.  In  18 19,  Josiah  Meigs,  its  president,  writing  to  Doctor 
Daniel  Drake,  of  Cincinnati,  said: 

I  have  little  doubt  that  this  Congress  will,  before  they  rise,  give  the  Institute  a  few 
acres  of  ground  for  our  building  and  for  a  Botanic  Garden.  Mr.  Barlow  made 
great  efforts  to  obtain  this  object  eight  or  ten  years  ago— he  could  do  nothing — but 
prejudices  which  then  were  of  the  density  of  a  thunder  cloud  are  now  as  tenuous  as 
the  tail  of  a  Comet.* 

The  supreme  legislative  power  of  the  United  States  over  persons  and  property 
within  the  District  of  Columbia,  is  unquestioned.  Congress  has  repeatedly  made 
grants  of  portions  of  the  public  lands  to  seminaries  of  learning  situated  within  the 
limits  of  States  and  Territories,  where  such  lands  lie.  The  constitution  having  thus 
confided  to  the  care  of  the  National  Legislature,  the  rights  and  interests  of  the 
people  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  Congress  having  made  liberal  donations 
out  of  the  national  domain  to  promote  the  great  cause  of  education  in  all  the  other 
districts  within  which  the  General  Government  has  exclusive  jurisdiction,  it  would 
seem  to  be  cruel  injustice  to  refuse  the  small  boon  now  recommended.  These  con- 
siderations, induce  the  hope  that  the  proposed  donation  will  be  exempt  from  all 
opi>osition,  not  founded  in  doubts  of  the  just  claim  to  patronage  of  the  institution 
for  the  benefit  of  which  it  is  designed.  And  these  claims,  it  is  fully  beUeved,  will 
stand  the  test  of  the  severest  scrutiny. 

The  report  from  which  the  above  extracts  are  taken  was  made  February  27,  1832 
(to  accompany  House  bill  No.  422),  by  Mr.  Thomas,  of  Maryland  (on  behalf  of 
the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia),  in  answer  to  memorial  of  the  trustees 
and  the  president  of  the  Columbian  College. 

On  the  ground  granted  by  Congress,  a  botanical  garden  was  established 
by  the  society  in  1822  or  1823  with  the  cooperation  of  the  State  Depart- 
ment and  the  consular  service.  In  1829  the  society  applied  to  Congress 
for  pecuniary  aid,  which  was  not  granted.' 

The  Columbian  University  was  also  an  applicant  for  Government  aid, 
which  it  received  to  the  amount  of  $25,000  in  1832,  on  the  ground  that 


*  Life  of  Josiah  Meigs,  p.  102. 

"  The  orij^nal  members  of  the  Columbian  Institute  were :  Hon.  John  Quincy 
Adams;  Colonel  George  Bomford,  U.  S.  A.;  Doctor  John  A.  Brereton,  U.  S.  A.; 
Doctor  Edward  Cutbush,  U.  S.  N.;  Asbury  Dickins,  esq.;  Joseph  Gales,  jr.,  esq.; 
Doctor  Henry  Huntt ;  Thomas  Law,  esq. ;  Edmund  Law,  esq. ;  Doctor  George  W. 
May;  Alexander  McWilliams,  esq.;  William  Winston  Seaton,  esq.;  Samuel  H. 
Smith,  esq.;  William  Thornton,  esq.;  Hon.  Roger  C.  Weightman. 

Among  the  later  members  were  Doctor  Joseph  Lovell,  U.  S.  A. ;  Colonel  Isaac 
Roherdeau;  IJoctor  Thomas  Sewell;  Judge  William  Cranch;  Hon.  Henry  Clay;  Hon. 
John  Mclvcan;  Hon.  Richard  Rush;  Hon.  S.  L.  Southard;  Hon.  William  Wirt; 
Doctor  W^.  S.  W.  Ruschenberger,  U.  S.  N.;  Hon.  J.  M.  Berrien;  Hon.  John  C.  Calhoun; 
Rev.  Obadiah  B.  Brown,  and  Rev.  William  Staughton. 

The  minutes  of  the  Columbian  Institute  are  not  to  be  found.  The  treasurer's  book 
is  in  the  National  Museum. 


Tlieir  efforts  were  crowlleil  witU  diatitifpjishefl  success.  Oni;  individual  in  par- 
ticular, the  Rev.  Luther  Rice,  with  an  unwearied  industry  and  an  unyielding  perse- 
verance which  prompted  him  to  traverse  everj-  part  of  the  Union  in  pursuit  of  aid  to 
this  becieiiceilt  object,  contributed  principally  to  that  success. 

The  funds  thus  acquired  were  faithfully  and  judiciously  applied  to  the  object. 
•  *  *  Application  was  made  to  Congress  for  an  act  of  incorporation,  which  passed 
February  9.  1H21,     This,  however,  was  all  the  aid  which  Congress  dispensed. 

The  accompanyinj;  document  shows  that  there  have  been  expended  on  this  insti- 
tution |8o.ooo,  |so,ooo  only  have  been  procured:  and,  ns  a  consequence,  the  institu- 
tion is  embarrassed  with  a  debt  to  the  amount  of  feo,ooo.  *  *  *  Under  these 
circumstances,  the  individuals  who  have  thus  generously  devoted  themselves  to  the 
promotion  of  this  establishment,  and  who  have  disinterestedly  pledged  their  inde- 
peiideiice  upon  the  success  of  tile  college,  present  themselves  to  Congress,  with  a 
view  to  obtain  their  protection  by  a  small  pecuniary  grant.     ■»    •    ■» 

The  committee,  i[i  reviewing  the  peculiar  circumstances  which  characterize  the 
origin  of  this  establishment,  its  progress,  and  the  great  benefits  it  promises  to  society, 
are  of  opinion  that  the  application  is  reasonable.  It  cannot  be  doubted,  had  such 
an  establishment  grown  up,  under  similar  circumstances,  in  either  of  the  states,  it 
would  receive  the  helpicig  hand  of  its  Legislature.  Congress  stands  in  the  same 
relation  to  this  establishment,  from  its  exclusive  power  of  legislation  within  the 
District. 

Report  of  Mr.  Bnrlx>ur.  from  the  Comtnittee  oii  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  whom 
was  referrcil  the  memorial  of  the  trustees  of  the  Columbian  College.  April  19,  1824. 
Senate,  Kightceiith  Congress,  first  session  [67].     pp.  tJo-fi3 


Q/^.Iff?^lJ.&. 
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Although  it  has  not  since  1832  made  any  claims  for  Government  aid, 
nor  assumed  to  be  in  any  way  a  ward  of  the  nation,  its  early  history  is 
significant,  on  account  of  its  connection  with  the  project  for  a  national 
university,  which  has  been  for  more  than  a  century  before  the  people. 
The  Government  has  since  established  in  Washington  City  the  National 
Deaf-Mute  College,  which  it  still  maintains,  and  the  Howard  University, 
intended  primarily  for  the  freedman  but  open  to  all. 

The  founders  of  the  Columbian  Institute  and  the  Columbian  University 
were  building  better  than  they  knew,  for  they  Were  not  only  advancing 
knowledge  in  their  own  day  and  generation,  but  they  were  educating 
public  opinion  for  a  great  opportunity,  which  soon  came  in  the  form  of  a 
gift  to  the  nation  from  beyond  the  sea  in  the  form  of  the  Smithson 
bequest. 

The  story  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  is  a  remarkable  one.  Smith- 
son  was  a  graduate  of  the  University  of  Oxford,  a  fellow  of  the  Royal 
Society,  a  chemist  and  mineralogist  of  well-recognized  position.  The 
friend  and  associate  of  many  of  the  leading  scientific  men  of  England,  he 
found  it  advisable,  for  reasons  connected  with  his  family  history,  to  pass 
most  of  his  life  upon  the  Continent.  A  man  of  ample  fortime,  he  asso- 
ciated with  men  of  similar  tastes,  and  died  in  1829,  leaving  in  trust  to  the 
United  States  property  now  amounting  in  value  to  nearly  three-quarters 
of  a  million  of  dollars  to  establish  at  the  national  capital  '  *  an  institution 
for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men."  No  one  has 
been  able  to  explain  why  he  did  this.  He  had,  so  far  as  we  know,  no 
friend  or  correspondent  in  the  United  vStates,  and  had  made  known  to  no 
one  his  intention  of  establishing  an  institution  of  learning  in  the  New 
World.' 

It  is  more  than  probable,  however,  that  he  knew  Barlow  when  Ameri- 
can minister  in  Paris,  and  that  the  prospectus  of  the  National  Institution 
or  the  treatise  by  Du|X)nt  de  Nemours  may  have  attracted  his  attention. 
He  was  aware  of  the  failure  of  the  attempts  to  obtain  national  support  at 
the  start  for  vScientific  uses,  and  conceived  the  idea  of  founding,  with  his 
own  means,  an  organization  which  should,  he  foresaw,  grow  into  national 
importance.  Anyone  w^ho  will  take  the  pains  to  compare  the  criticisms 
and  objections  to  Barlow's  project,  as  set  forth  in  Wirt's  essay  in  The 
Old  Bachelor,^  with  those  which  were  urged  in  Congress  and  the  public 
press  in  opposition  to  the  acceptance  of  the  Smithson  bequest  thirty  years 
later,  can  not  fail  to  l)e  greatly  impressed  by  the  similarity  of  tone  and 
argument. 


^  The  only  suggCvStioii  which  has  ever  been  offered  is  that  by  Mr.  W.  J.  Rhees,  in 
his  history  of  James  Smithson  and  his  liequest,  in  which  he  calls  attention  to  the  fact 
that  in  the  library  of  Smithson  was  a  copy  of  Travels  throngh  North  America,  pub- 
lished in  1807  by  Isaac  ^^'el(l,  secretary  of  the  Royal  Society,  in  which  he  describes 
the  city  of  Washinj:^on,  and  refers  to  it  ])rophetically  as  likely  some  time  to  become 
the  intellectual  and  ]K)litical  center  of  one  of  the  greatest  nations  of  the  world. 

^The  Old  Bachelor,  p.  171.     Baltimore:  F.  Lucas,  jr.    Small  8vo,  pp.  1-235. 


Maiir>-,  an  Episcopal  clergyman  and  instrnctor  of  yontli  in  Walker  par- 
ish, Albemarle  County,  Virginia,  who  numl>erwl  among  liis  pupils  three 
boys  who  afterwards  Ijecanie  Presi<ients  of  tlie  United  States  and  five 
signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Indejxjndence.  He  was  a  quiet  thinker — a 
serene  old  man  who  gave  the  week  to  conteniplati\e  thought  and  to  his 
school,  and  Sunday  to  the  service;  of  the  sanctuary.  In  1756  he  was 
already  dazzled  by  the  rising  glory  of  the  new  country.  He  was  intensely 
interested  in  the  great  Northwest.  The  Missouri  was  a  myth  at  that  time. 
Cox  had  ascended  the  Mis,sissippi  to  the  fal'.sof  St.  Anthony,  and  reported 
the  existence  of  sncJi  a  stream,  but  all  beyond  was  .shrouded  in  mystery. 
"But  sec."  said  tile  aged  clti^yinaii,  pi'iiitiiig  witli  trtniblilig  finger  and  eager  eye 
to  theniajjof  thuNortli  AtiiericaiiCimtinciil — ".sec,  lliert  imist  lica  large  river  in  that 
direction:  nmnntains  are  there,  and  lieyond  llieni  llierc  iiiust  be  a  stream  to  corre- 
spond with  the  vast  river  oil  this  siilcof  the  chain."  Anil  by  ii  process  ot  reasoning 
based  on  physical  geography,  he  pointed  out  to  his  pupils  (Tlionias  Jefterson  among 
theni  ]  the  osi.tcncc  and  line  of  the  river  as  accurately  as  1^  ^'e^ricr  Hid  the  place 
of  Neptune  in  llie  finiiaineiit,  anil  predicted  that  a  great  highway  to  the  West  would 
some  day  be  opened  in  this  direction.  ' 

It  would  appear  that  Jeffersfin  never  forgot  the  suggestion  of  his  ven- 
erable teacher.     While  mhiister  of  the  United  States  in  Paris,  in  1785,  he 


■Life of  Matthew  Foutaiue  Maury,"  by  Mrs.  D.  I-'.  M.  Corbiu,  London,  i888,  p,  6. 
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became  acquainted  with  John  Ledyard,  of  Connecticut,  a  man  of  genius, 
of  some  science,  and  of  fearless  courage  and  enterprise,  who  had  accom- 
panied Captain  Cook  on  his  voyage  to  the  Pacific.  ' '  I  suggested  to  him, ' ' 
writes  Jefferson,  ' '  the  enterprise  of  exploring  the  western  part  of  our  con- 
tinent by  passing  through  St.  Petersburg  to  Kamchatka,  and  procuring 
a  passage  thence  in  some  of  the  Russian  vessels  to  Nootka  Sound,  whence 
he  might  make  his  way  across  the  continent  to  the  United  States/'  He 
proceeded  to  within  200  miles  of  Kamchatka,  and  was  there  obliged  to 
take  up  his  winter  quarters,  and  w^hen  preparing  in  the  spring  to  resume 
his  journey,  he  was  arrested  by  an  officer  of  the  Empress  of  Russia,  and 
carried  back  in  a  closed  carriage  to  Poland.  **Thus,"  says  Jefferson, 
"failed  the  first  attempt  to  explore  the  western  part  of  our  northern 
continent. " 

In  a  letter  to  Bishop  Madison,  dated  Paris,  July  19,  1788,  Jefferson 
tells  the  story  of  Ledyard's  failure,  and  of  his  departure  on  an  expedition 
up  the  Nile.  **He  promises  me,"  continues  Jefferson,  "if  he  escapes 
through  his  journey,  he  w411  go  to  Kentucky  and  endeavor  to  penetrate 
westwardly  to  the  South  Sea."     Ledyard  died  in  Africa. 

The  proposed  exi>edition  of  Ledyard,  though  undertaken  at  the  instance 
of  the  American  minister  in  Paris,  can  scarcely  be  regarded  as  a  govern- 
mental effort.  It  is  of  interest,  however,  as  leading  up  to  the  second 
attempt,  which  also  was  inspired  and  placed  on  foot  by  Jefferson. 

In  1792,  [writes  Jefferson,]  I  proposed  to  the  American  Philosophical  Society, 
that  we  should  set  on  foot  a  subscription  to  engage  some  competent  person  to  explore 
those  regions  in  the  opposite  direction  that  is,  by  ascending  the  Missouri,  crossing 
the  Stony  Mountains,  and  descending  the  nearest  river  to  the  Pacific' 

Captain  Meriwether  I^ewis,  being  then  stationed  at  Charlottesville  on  the  recruit- 
ing service,  warmly  solicited  me  to  obtain  for  him  the  execution  of  that  object.  I 
told  him  that  it  was  proposed  that  the  person  engaged  should  beattende<l  by  a  .single 
companion  only,  to  avoid  exciting  alarm  among  the  Indians.  This  did  not  deter 
him,  but  Mr.  Andr^  Michaux,  a  professed  botanist,  author  of  the  Flora  Boreali- 
Americana,  and  of  the  Histoire  des  Chenes  de  I'Am^rique,  offering  his  services, 
they  were  accepted.  He  received  his  instructions,  and  when  he  had  reached  Ken- 
tucky in  the  prosecution  of  his  journey  he  was  overtaken  by  an  order  from  the 
minister  of  France,  then  at  Philadelphia,  to  relinquish  the  expedition  and  to  pursue 
elsewhere  the  botanical  inquiries  on  which  he  was  employed  by  the  Government, 
and  tlius  failed  the  second  attempt  to  explore  that  region. = 


'  Jefferson  does  not  mention  in  this  connection  the  well-known  fact  that  he  himself 
became  personally  responsible  for  raising  the  sum  of  1,000  guineas  from  private 
sources  to  secure  the  sending  out  of  this  expedition. 

^The  late  Doctor  Asa  Gray,  in  a  letter  written  to  me  shortly  before  his  death, 
remarks:  "  I  have  reason  to  think  that  Michaux  suggested  to  Jefferson  the  expedi- 
tion which  the  latter  was  active  in  sending  over  to  the  Pacific.  I  wonder  if  he  put 
off  Michaux  for  the  sake  of  having  it  in  American  hands." 

I  think  it  is  sufficiently  evident  from  w^hat  has  been  written,  that  the  project  had 
been  considered  by  Jefferson  long  l)efore  Michaux  came  into  America.  A  statement 
parallel  to  that  of  Jefferson  is  found  in  the  brief  biography  of  Michaux  prefixed  by 
Professor  C.  S.  Sargent,  to  his  reprint  of  the  Journal  of  Andr^  Michaux,  pubhshed 
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Michaiix's  journeys  in  this  country  after  his  establishment  in  Charleston  are 
detailed  in  the  Journal  [printed  in  the  place  already  referred  to].  They  cover  the 
territory  of  North  America  from  Hudson's  Bay  to  the  Indian  river  in  Florida,  and  from 
the  Bahama  islands  to  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi  river.  His  ambition  to  carry 
out  his  instructions  was  equaled  only  by  his  courage  and  industry.  The  history  of 
botanical  exploration  records  no  greater  display  of  fortitude  and  enthusiam  in  the 
pursuit  of  knowledge,  than  Michaux  showed  in  his  journey  to  the  headwaters  of 
the  Savannah  river  in  December,  1 788,  when  his  zeal  was  rewarded  by  the  discovery 
of  Shorlia  or  in  the  return  from  his  visit  to  Hudson's  Bay.  The  hardship  of  his  last 
journey  even  did  not  .satisfy  his  cravings  for  adventure  and  discovery;  and  shortly 
after  his  return  he  laid  before  the  American  Pliilosophical  Society  a  proposition  to 
explore  the  unknown  region  which  extended  l>eyond  the  Missouri,  His  proposition 
was  well  received.  The  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars  was  raised  by  subscription  to 
meet  the  expenses  of  the  journey;  all  arrangements  were  made  and  he  was  about  to 
start  when  he  was  called  upon  by  the  Minister  of  the  French  Republic,  lately  arrived 
in  New  York,  to  proceed  to  Kentucky,  to  execute  some  business  growing  out  of  the 
relations  between  France  and  Spain  with  regard  to  the  transfer  of  Louisiana. 

It  was  tills  suggestion  of  Michaux,  no  doubt,  [says  Sargent  in  concluding  this 
reference,]  which  led  Mr.  Jefferson,  who  had  regarded  it  with  great  favor,  to  send  a 
few  years  later  the  first  transcontinental  expedition  to  the  shores  of  the  Pacific. 

Professor  Sargent,  like  Doctor  Gray, has  evidently  not  been  in  possession  of  the  his- 
tory of  Jefferson's  early  interest  in  this  matter. 

■Jefferson's  Writings,  ed.  T.J.  Randolph,  IV,  pp.  513, 514. 
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sending  an  exploring  party  to  trace  the  Missouri  to  its  source,  to  cross  the  highlands, 
and  follow  the  best  water  communication  which  offered  itself  from  thence  to  the 
Pacific  Ocean.  Congress  approved  the  proposition  and  voted  a  sum  of  money  for 
carrying  it  into  execution.  Captain  I^wis,  who  had  then  been  near  two  years  with 
me  as  private  secretary,  immediately  renewed  his  solicitation  to  have  the  direction 
of  the  party. 

In  his  life  of  Lewis,  prefixed  to  the  history  of  the  expedition,  Jefferson 
gives  in  full  an  account  of  Lewis's  preparation  for  the  expedition,  includ- 
ing his  instruction  in  astronomical  observation  by  Andrew  Ellicott,  and 
also  a  full  text  of  the  instructions,  signed  by  him,  addressed  to  Lewis  and 
his  associate.  Captain  William  Clarke.  Captain  Lewis  left  Washington 
on  the  5th  of  July,  1803,  and  proceeded  to  Pittsburg.  Delays  of  prepa- 
ration, difficulties  of  navigation  down  the  Ohio,  and  other  obstructions 
retarded  his  arrival  at  Cahoki  until  the  season  was  so  far  advanced  that 
he  was  obliged  to  wait  until  the  ice  should  break  up  in  the  beginning  of 
spring.  His  mission  accomplished,  he  returned  to  St.  Louis  on  the  23d 
of  September,  1806. 

Never,  [says  Jefferson,]  did  a  similar  event  excite  more  joy  through  the  United 
States.  The  humblest  of  its  citizens  had  taken  a  lively  interest  in  the  issue  of  the 
journey,  and  looked  forward  with  impatience  for  the  information  it  would  furnish. 
The  anxiety,  too,  for  the  safety  of  the  corps  had  l>een  kept  in  a  state  of  excitement 
by  lugubrious  rumors  circulated  from  time  to  time  on  uncertain  authorities,  and 
uncontradicted  by  letters  or  other  direct  information,  from  the  time  they  had  left 
the  Mandan  towns  on  their  ascent  up  the  river  in  April  of  the  preceding  year,  1805, 
until  tlieir  actual  return  to  St.  Louis. 

The  second  expedition  toward  the  West  was  also  sent  out  during  Jef- 
ferson's Administration,  being  that  under  the  comuiand  of  General  Zebu- 
Ion  M.  Pike,  who  was  sent  to  explore  the  sources  of  the  Mississippi  River 
and  the  western  parts  of  Louisiana,  continuing  as  far  west  as  Pikes  Peak, 
the  name  of  which  still  remains  as  a  memorial  of  this  enterprise.' 

The  expedition  of  Lewis  and  Clarke  was  followed  in  due  course  and  in 
rapid  succevSsion  by  others,  some  geographical,  some  geological,  some  for 
special  researches,  and  some  more  comprehensive  in  character. 

To  those  who  are  in  the  least  degree  familiar  with  the  history  of 
American  exploration  the  names  of  Long,  Cass  and  Schoolcraft,  Bonne- 
ville, Nicollet,  Fremont,  Sitgreaves,  Wizlizenus,  Foster  and  Whitney, 
Owen,  Stansbury,  Abert,  Marcy,  Stevens,  Gunnison,  Beckwith,  Whipple, 
Williamson,  Parke,  Pope,  Emory,  Bartlett,  Bryan,  Magraw,  Johnston, 
Campbell,  Warren,  Twining,  Ives,  Beale,  Simpson,  Lander,  McClellan, 
Mullan,  Raynolds,  Heap,  Jones,  Ruffner,  Ludlow,  Maguire,  Macomb, 
and  Stone  will  bring  up  the  memory  of  much  adventurous  exploration 

'  It  is  a  matter  of  histor>'  that  Alexander  Wilson,  the  ornithologist,  was  anxious 
to  be  appointed  the  naturalist  of  Pike's  expedition,  and  Jefferson  has  been  warmly 
abused  for  not  gratifying  his  desire.  It  should  l>e  borne  in  mind  that  at  this  time 
Wilson  was  a  man  whose  reputation  had  not  yet  been  achieved,  and  also  that  it  is 
quite  possible  that  in  those  days,  as  in  the  present,  the  projectors  of  such  enterprises 
were  often  hindered  by  lack  of  financial  opportunity. 


Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Science,  at  tlie  Montreal  nieetiiiK,  August.  1S57 
(pp.  1-126),  p.  23.) 

'  I  imved  in  this  country  in  October,  1805,  having  rclinquislicd  my  public  sta- 
tion in  my  native  country,  Swilrerlaiid.  forestuing  thi?  turn  uf  ]Kilitical  events  which 
have  since  come  to  pass,  and  from  a  taste  for  a  rural  life  with  completely  different 
views  and  means  quite  sufficient  for  thciii,  hut  which  I  have  failed  to  claim.  Hav> 
ing  arrii'ed  in  Pliiladelphia.  the  late  Professor  Patterson.  Mr.  Garnet,  of  New  Brans- 
wick,  and  several  other  gentlemen,  on  seeing  the  l)ooks.  niatheinntical  instruments, 
etc. ,  I  had  brought  with  me  for  my  private  enjoyment,  were  so  kind  as  to  show  me 
some  attention.  I  had  occasion  to  show  them,  in  conversation,  by  the  scientific 
publications  of  Europe,  that  I  had  been  engaged  in  an  extensive  sur\-ey  of  Switzer- 
land, which  was  interrujitei!  by  the  revolution.  Professor  Patter.son  .sent  to  Presi- 
dent Jefferson  an  account  of  nij'  former  life,  which  I  furnished  at  his  request ;  and 
Mr.  Clay,  the  Representative  to  Congress  from  Philadelphia,  before  setting  ofl  for 
Congress,  in  1806,  asked  me  if  I  should  be  willing  to  take  a  .survey  of  the  coast,  to 
which  1  Assented,  (Letter  published  in  the  New  York  American,  probably  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1827.  Principal  Documents  Relating  to  the  Survey  of  (he  Coast  of  the  United 
States  since  1816,  published  by  V.  R.  Has.sler,  Superintendent  of  the  Sur\ey.  New 
York:  William  Van  Norton,  printer.  1834,  Octavo,  pp.  i-iSo,  i-iii:  folding  map. 
Second  Volume  of  the  Principal  Documents  Relating  to  the  Survey  of  the  Coast  of 
(he  United  States,  from  October,  1834,  to  Novcmlx^r,  1H35.  Published  by  F.  R. 
Hassler,  Superintendent  of  the  Snri'ey.  New  York :  William  Van  Norton,  printer,  . 
1835.     Octavo,  pp.  1-156,  I-lII  (I).) 
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said  that,  without  doubt,  the  early  organization  of  the  survey  was  due 
to  the  scientific  wisdom  and  political  foresight  of  Jefferson,  who  realized 
that  within  a  fev:  years  the  country  would  be  involved  in  a  war  with 
Great  Britain,  and  that  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  coast  was  essential, 
not  only  to  the  prosperity  of  the  nation  in  time  of  peace,  but  still  more 
to  its  safet}'  in  case  of  invasion.  At  that  time  the  only  charts  available 
for  our  mariners  were  those  in  The  Atlantic  Neptune  of  Colonel  Des 
Barres,  and  the  old  hydrographic  charts  issued  by  the  Dutch,  French,  and 
English  Governments.  Jefferson  realized  that  American  seamen  were 
less  familiar  with  many  portions  of  their  own  coast  than  were  the  Euro- 
pean navigators,  and  he  appreciated  fully  the  importance  of  having  a 
knowledge  of  this  kind  far  more  accurate  than  that  which  was  possessed 
by  any  foreigner.  *  *  With  the  clear  and  bold  perception  which  always 
distinguishes  men  of  genius  when  they  are  trusted  in  times  of  danger 
with  the  destiny  of  nations,  the  President  recommended  the  survey  of 
the  home  coast  with  all  the  aid  of  the  more  recent  discoveries  in  science ;  *  * 
and  in  his  ainiual  message  to  Congress,  in  the  year  1807,  proposed  the 
establishment  of  a  national  sur\^ey,  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  complete 
chart  of  the  coast  with  the  adjacent  shoals  and  soundings. 

In  response  to  this  recommendation,  Congress  made  an  appropriation 
of  $50,000  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the  provision  of  the  follow- 
ing law: 

AN  ACT  to  provide  for  surveying  the  Coasts  of  the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted,  etc.,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  shall  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  authorized  and  requested  to  cause  a  survey  to  be  taken  of  the  coasts  of  the 
United  States,  in  which  shall  be  designated  the  islands  and  shoals,  with  the  roads  or 
places  of  anchorage,  within  twenty  leagues  of  any  part  of  the  shores  of  the  United 
States ;  and  also  the  respective  courses  and  distances  between  the  principal  capes, 
or  head  lands,  together  with  such  other  matters  as  he  may  deem  proper  for  complet- 
ing an  accurate  chart  of  every  part  of  the  coasts  within  the  extent  aforesaid.  ( Act  of 
February  10,  liSoy.) 

By  the  direction  of  the  President,  Albert  Gallatin,  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  addressed  a  circular  letter  to  American  men  of  science,  request- 
ing their  opinion  as  to  the  character  of  the  plan  to  be  adopted. 

In  the  circular  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the  work  to  be  per- 
fonned  was  defined  as  consisting  of  three  distinct  parts,  as  follows: 

( 1 )  The  ascertainment  by  a  series  of  astronomical  observations  of  the  position  of 
a  few  remarkable  points  on  the  coast,  and  some  of  the  light-houses  placed  on  the 
principal  capes,  or  at  the  entrance  of  the  principal  harbors,  appear  to  be  the  most 
eligible  places  for  that  purpose,  as  being  objects  particularly  interesting  to  naviga- 
tors, visible  at  a  great  distance,  and  generally  erected  on  spots  on  which  similar 
buildings  will  be  continued  so  long  as  navigation  exists. 

( 2 )  A  trigonometrical  survey  of  the  coast  between  those  points  of  which  the  posi- 
tions shall  have  been  astronomically  ascertained;  in  the  execution  of  which  survey, 
the  position  of  every  distinguishable  permanent  object  should  be  carefully  desig- 
nated; and  temporary  beacons  be  erected  at  proper  distances  on  those  parts  of  the 
coast  on  which  such  objects  are  really  to  be  found. 


i8i7  a  beginning  was  made  iii  the  bay  and  barbor  of  New  York,  but 
Congress  failed  to  provide  for  its  continuance,  and  it  was  soon  suspended, 
and  in  1818,  before  the  Sui>erintendent  had  the  opportuuitj'  to  publish  a 
report  upon  tlie  results  of  his  last  year's  labor,  Congress,  on  the  plea 
"that  the  little  progress  hitherto  made  in  the  work  had  caused  general 
dissatisfaction,"  ordere<l  its  discontinuance  by  repealing  the  law  under 
wliicli  the  Superintendent  had  been  appointed,  and  providing  that  uo  one 
should  be  employed  in  the  sur\'ey  of  the  coast  except  ofhcers  of  the  Army 
and  Na^o'.  This  was  practically  a  discontinuance  of  the  work,  because 
there  was  no  one  in  America  but  Hassler  who  was  capable  of  directing  it. 

'All  interesting  reminiscence  of  his  career  in  this  perioil  is  contained  in  tlie  diary 
of  Jolin  Quincy  Adams  for  July,  1815,  wliere  tliere  is  described  nn  iiitervii^w  liy  liim- 
self,  with  Mr.  Gollatiu.  at  that  time  United  States  minister  in  London,  in  which  the 
latter  spoke  of  Ilasslcr,  who  had  just  left  them. 

"That  is  a  man  of  very  great  merit.  He  was  sent  liy  the  Government  to  Kurppe 
to  procure  the  instruments  for  the  general  sur\-cy  of  our  eoast,  but  he  has  outrun  his 
time  and  his  funds,  and  his  instruments  cost  eight  hundred  pounds  sterling  more  than 
was  appropriated  for  them;  and  he  is  embarrassed  now  about  getting  back  to  America, 
I  have  engaged  Messrs.  Baring  to  advance  tbe  money  for  the  instruments,  and  he  is 
to  go  for  his  own  expenses  upon  his  own  credit.  He  has  procured  an  excellent " 
set  of  instruments."     Adams's  Memoirs,  III,  p.  248. 

The  circulars  elicited  by  Hassler's  plan  are  printed  in  the  Transactions  of  the 
American  Philosophical  Society  for  iSiz,  II. 


Matthew  Fontaine  Maurv. 


National  Scientific  and  Edticational  Institutions.  295 

Immediately  after  being  thus  legislated  out  of  office  he  was  appointed 
one  of  the  astronomers  to  represent  the  United  States  in  the  settlement 
of  the  Canadian  boundary. 

From  1819  to  1832  attempts  were  made  at  various  limes  by  the  Navy 
Department  to  survey  several  portions  of  the  coast.  A  few  detached  sur- 
veys were  made,  but  no  general  systematic  work  was  attempted,  and  the 
result  was  not  on  the  whole  creditable.  In  1828  the  Hon.  S.  L.  Southard, 
of  New  Jersey,  at  that  time  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in  response  to  resolu- 
tions of  inquiry  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  admitted  that  the 
charts  produced  by  the  Navy  were  unreliable  and  unnecessarily  expen- 
sive, and  declaring  also  that  the  plan  which  had  been  employed  was 
desultory  and  unproductive,  recommended  that  the  pro\dsions  of  the  law 
of  1807  should  be  resumed. 

In  1832  Congress  passed  an  act  reorganizing  the  sur\'eys  on  the  old 
plan. 

AN  ACT  to  carry  into  effect  the  act  to  provide  for  a  survey  of  the  Coasts  of  the  United  States. 

[Sec.  I.]  Be  it  enacted,  etc,.  That  for  carrying  into  effect  the  act  entitled  **An  act 
to  provide  for  surveying  the  coasts  of  the  United  States,"  approved  on  the  loth  day  of 
February,  1807,  there  shall  be,  and  hereby  is,  appropriated  a  sum  not  exceeding 
twenty  thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury'  not  otherwise 
appropriateil ;  and  the  said  act  is  hereby  revived,  and  shall  \ye.  deemed  to  provide 
for  the  survey  of  the  coasts  of  Florida  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  same  had  been 
named  therein. 

[Sec.  2.]  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized, 
in  and  about  the  execution  of  the  said  act,  to  use  all  maps,  charts,  books,  instruments, 
and  apparatus,  which  now  or  hereafter  may  belong  to  the  United  States,  and  employ 
all  persons  in  the  land  and  naval  service  of  the  United  States,  and  such  astronomers 
and  other  persons  as  he  shall  deem  proper. 

Hassler  was  now  again  appointed  Superintendent  of  the  Coast  Stu^ey, 
and  held  his  position  until  his  death  in  1843,  the  work  for  a  short  time, 
at  first,,  being  assigned  to  the  Treasury  Department,  and  in  1834  trans- 
ferred to  the  Navy  Department,  and  in  1836  again  retransf erred  to  the 
Treasury,  where  it  has  since  remained,  its  status  being  finally  definitely 
settled  by  act  of  Congress  passed  in  1843,  shortly  before  the  appointment 
of  Alexander  Dallas  Bache,  as  the  successor  of  the  first  Superintendent  of 
the  Survey. 

At  the  time  of  Hassler' s  death  the  survey  had  been  extended  from  New 
York,  where  it  was  begun,  eastward  to  Point  Judith,  and  southward  to 
Cape  Henlopen. 

It  should  be  mentioned  that  in  1825,  during  the  period  of  the  suspen- 
sion of  activity,  Hassler  presented  to  the  American  Philosophical  Society 
a  memoir  on  the  subject  of  the  surv^ey,  which  contained  a  full  account  of 
the  plan  which  he  had  adopted,  a  description  of  his  instruments,  and  a 
history  of  what  had  been  accomplished  up  to  18 17.  **This  memoir,'* 
wrote  Professor  Henry  in  1845,  '*  was  received  with  much  favor  by  com- 


in  Jefferson's  Administration.  If  tin;  Sage  of  Monticello  were  now 
living,  what  delight  he  would  feci  in  the  manifold  scientific  activities  of 
the  nation.  The  enlightened  iwlicy  of  our  Government  in  regard  to 
scientific  and  educational  institutions  is  douhtless  to  a  considerable  degree 
due  to  his  abiding  influence. 

Nowhere  in  all  tlio  loiij;  course  of  Mr.  Jeftfrsoii's  (jreat  c-irecr  [writes  Henry 
Adams]  did  lie  appear  lo  belter  aiivanUge  lliaii  wlieii  in  liis  iiiess;ine  of  1806  he 
held  out  to  the  country  and  the  world  tlial  view  iif  liis  ultimate  hi)]x:K  and  aspira- 
tions for  natural  development,  which  was,  as  he  then  trusted,  to  1)e  his  la.st  l>equest 
to  mankind.  Having  now  rcacheil  the  moment  when  he  must  formally  announce  to 
Congress  that  the  great  end  of  relieving  the  nation  from  debt  was  at  length  within 
reach,  and  with  it  the  duty  of  e.stablishinglrue  republican  goveriniicnt  was  fulfilled, 
he  paused  to  ask  what  use  was  to  be  made  of  the  spleiKlid  future  thus  <lisp1ayed 
l>etore  them.  Should  thej-  do  away  witli  the  taxes?  Shotdd  they  apply  them  lo  the 
building  up  of  armies  and  navie.s?  Both  relief  from  taxation  and  the  means  of 
defence  might  lie  sufficiently  obtained  without  exliaustinj;  their  resources,  and  still 
the  great  interests  of  humanity  might  be  secured.  These  great  interests  were 
economical  and  moral ;  to  supply  the  one,  a  system  of  internal  improveuiciit  should 
be  created  commensurate  with  the  magnitude  of  the  country;  "  by  these  operations 
new  channels  of  comniunieation  will  be  opened  lietween  the  States,  tlie  lines  of 

'Report  of  Alexander  Dallas  Bacbe,  Superintendent  of  the  Const  Survey, 
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separation  will  disappear,  their  interests  will  be  identified,  and  their  union  cemented 
by  new  and  indissoluble  ties. '  *  To  provide  for  the  other,  the  higher  education  should 
be  placed  among  the  objects  of  public  care ;  *'  a  public  institution  can  alone  supply 
those  sciences  which,  though  rarely  called  for,  are  yet  necessary  to  complete  the 
circle,  all  the  parts  of  which  contribute  to  the  improvement  of  the  country  and 
some  of  them  to  its  preservation."  A  national  university  and  a  national  system  of 
internal  improvement  were  an  essential  part,  and  indeed  the  realization  and  fruit,  of 
the  republican  theories  which  Mr.  Jefferson  and  his  associates  put  in  practice  as  their 
ideal  of  government.  * 

Madison's  Administration,  which  began  in  1809,  though  friendly  to 
science,  was  not  characterized  by  any  remarkable  advances  (except  that 
the  Coast  Survey  was  actually  organized  for  work  under  Hassler,  after 
his  return  from  Europe,  in  1816).  The  war  of  1812  and  the  unsettled 
state  of  public  affairs  were  not  propitious  to  the  growth  of  learned 
institutions. 

Monroe  became  Chief  Magistrate  in  18 17.  He,  like  Madison,  was  a 
friend  and  follower  of  Jefferson,  and  in  the  atnlosphere  of  national  pros- 
perity scientific  work  began  to  prosper,  and  there  was  a  great  accession 
of  popular  interest,  and  State  geological  sur\^eys  began  to  come  into 
existence.  Schoolcraft  and  Long  led  Government  expeditions  into  the 
West;  the  American  Geological  Society  and  the  American  Journal  of 
Science  were  founded. 

The  city  of  Washington  began  to  have  intellectual  interests,  and 
public-spirited  men  organized  the  Columbian  Institute  and  the  Colum- 
bian University. 

Monroe  was  not  actually  acquainted  with  science,  but  was  in  hearty 
sympathy  with  it.  When  he  visited  New  York,  in  18 17,  he  visited  the 
New  York  Institution,  and  was  received  as  an  honorary  member  of  the 
Literar>'  and  Philosophical  Society,  and  in  his  reply  to  the  address  of 
Governor  Clinton,  its  president,  he  remarked  that  **the  honor,  glory, 
and  prosperity  of  the  country  were  intimately  connected  with  its  literature 
and  science,  and  that  the  promotion  of  knowledge  would  always  be  an 
object  of  his  attention  and  solicitude. ' ' 

^\(lams's  Life  of  Gallatin,  pp.  349,  350.  Henry  Adams  in  this  admirable  biog- 
raphy has  shown  that  Gallatin  was  one  of  Jefferson's  strongest  supporters  in  plans 
for  the  public  enlightenment,  and  that  he  had  an  ambition  of  his  own  for  the  edu- 
cation of  all  citizens,  without  distinction  of  classes. 

I  had  another  favorite  object  in  view  [Gallatin  writes] ,  in  which  I  have  failed. 
My  wish  was  to  devote  what  may  remain  of  life  to  the  establishment,  in  this  immetiise 
and  fast-growing  city  [New  York],  of  a  general  system  of  rational  and  practical 
education  fitted  for  all  and  gratuitously  opened  to  all.  For  it  appeared  to  me 
impossible  to  preserve  our  democratic  institutions  and  the  right  of  universal  suffrage 
unless  we  could  raise  the  standard  oi  general  education  and  the  mind  of  the  laboring 
classes  nearer  to  a  level  with  those  born  under  more  favorable  circumstances.  I 
became  accordingly  the  president  of  the  council  of  a  new  university,  originally 
established  on  the  most  liberal  principles.  But  finding  that  the  object  was  no  longer 
the  same,  that  a  certain  portion  of  the  clergy  had  obtained  the  control,  and  that 
their  object,  though  laudable,  was  special  and  quite  distinct  from  mine, 
at  the  011(1  of  one  year  rather  than  to  struggle,  probably  in  vain,  for  wl 
unattainable.     Life  of  Gallatin,  p.  648. 
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system  of  Patent  Office  observations,  the  results  of  which,  published  in 
connection  witli  those  of  the  W'ar  Department  and  the  Smithsonian  in 
1 S59.  fonned  the  foundation  of  scientific  meteorology  in  the  United  States. 
In  1839  a  most  admirable  paper  by  the  French  geologist,  J.  N,  Nicollet, 
an  Essay  on  Meteorological  ObseiratJons,  was  published  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Bureau  of  Topographical  Engineers,  Some  years  later  the 
lake  system  of  meteorological  ol)ser\-ations  was  established  by  the  Engi- 
neer Department,  under  the  direction  of  Captain  (afterwards  General) 
George  G.  Meade.  This  included  a  line  of  stations  extending  from  the 
western  part  of  Lake  Superior  to  the  eastern  part  of  Lake  Ontario. 
•  In  1835  a  system  of  obser\'ations  had  been  established  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  board  of  regents  of  the  Uni\-ersity  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
the  points  of  obser\'ation  being  at  the  academies  of  the  State;  and  in  1837 
the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania  made  an  appropriation  of  $4,000  for  instni- 

'See  Benjamin  Franklin's  Meteorological  Imaginations  and  Conjectures,  in  the 
Memoirs  of  the  Literary  and  Philosophical  Society  ot  Mausfield. 

Communications  made  at  Passy  (France),  in  1784,  and  reported  in  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Packet  (in  Congressional  Library)  of  July  18,  1786. 

'Lite  ot  Josiah  Meigs,  p.  27. 
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ments  for  use  in  meteorological  obsen-ations,  which  were  continued  until 
about  1S47.     Those  of  New  York  were  kept  up  until  1865  or  later. 

In  the  meantime  the  idea  of  the  preannouncement  of  storms  b^*  tele- 
graph was  suggested  in  1847  ^y  ^^'-  C  Redfield,  the  discoverer  of  the 
law  of  storms,  while  Lieutenant  Maur^',  from  1851  onward,  and  especially 
at  the  International  Meteorological  Conference  (held  at  his  instance  in 
Belgium  in  1853),  was  promoting  the  establishment  of  a  system  of  agri- 
cultural meteorology-  for  farmers  and  of  daily  weather  reports  by  tele- 
graph.' 

In  Febniar>-,  1855,  Leverrier  obtained  the  sanction  of  the  Emperor  of 
France  for  the  creation  of  an  extensive  organization  for  the  purpose  of 
distributing  weather  intelligence,  though  it  was  not  till  i860  that  he  felt 
justified  in  making  his  work  international.'  In  1861  and  in  1862  a  similar 
organization  was  begun  in  England,  under  Admiral  Fitzroy,  which  was 
extended  a  little  later  to  India. 

In  the  meantime  all  the  essential  features  for  the  prediction  of  meteoro- 
logical phenomena  were  in  existence  in  the  Smithsonian  Institution  as 
early  as  1856,  having  grown  up  as  the  result  of  an  extensive  series  of 
tabulations  of  observations  recorded  by  volunteer  obser\'ers  in  all  parts 
of  the  country. 

The  follo\\*ing  historical  notes  on  weather  telegraphy,  prepared  by  Pro- 
fessor Cleveland  Abbe  in  1871,^  give  a  sunnnary  of  the  progress  of  this 
work: 

However  frequently  the  idea  rmy  have  been  suggested  of  utilizing  our  luiowledge 
by  the  emploj-ment  of  the  electric  telegraph,  it  is  to  Professor  Henry  and  his  assist- 
ants in  the  Smithsonian  Institution  that  the  credit  is  due  of  having  first  actually 
realized  this  suggestion. 

The  practical  utilization  of  the  results  of  scientific  study  is  well  known  to  have 
been  in  general  greatly  furthered  by  tlie  labors  of  this  noble  Institution,  and  from 
the  ver>'  beginning  Professor  Henry  has  successfully  advocateil  the  feasibility  of  tele- 
graphic stomi  warnings.  The  agitation  of  this  subject  in  the  United  States  during  the 
years  1830- 1855,  may  be  safely  presumed  to  have  stimulated  the  subsequent  action  of 
the  European  meteorologists.  It  will  be  interesting  to  trace  the  gradual  realization 
of  the  earlier  suggestions  of  Redfield  and  Loomis,  in  the  following  extracts  from  the 
annual  Smithsonian  Reports  of  the  respective  years: 

1847.  The  extended  lines  of  telegraph  will  furnish  a  ready  means  of  warning  the 
more  nortlieni  and  eastern  obser\'ers  to  be  on  the  watch  for  the  first  appearance  of 
an  advancing  storm. 

1848.  As  a  part  of  the  system  of  meteorology,- it  is  proposed  to  employ,  as  far  as 
our  funds  will  permit,  the  magnetic  telegraph  in  the  investigation  of  atmospherical 
phenomena.  .  .  .  The  advantage  to  agriculture  and  commerce  to  be  derived 
from  a  knowledge  of  the  approach  of  a  storm  by  means  of  the  telegraph,  has  been 
frequently  referred  to  of  late  in  the  public  journals;  and  this  we  tliink  is  a  subject 
deserving  the  attention  of  the  Government. 


'  Maur>''s  I.ife,  p.  77. 

'  Scott,  Storm  Warnings,  London,  1883. 

^American  Journal  of  Science,  July,  1871. 


enable  l*rofessor  Henry  "to  resume  and  extend  tlie  Weather  Bulletin,  and  to  give 
warniiiK  of  iiii|>ort:int  atiiiuspheric  chanfi^es  to  our  seatK>anl  '      In  response  to  this 

cotnmunicaliiiii  it  was  resolved,  "That  this  Association  reconiniLitd 

to  pass  free  of  cliarse,     .     .     .     Iirief  meteorological  riports,  for  the  use 

and  benefit  of  the  Institulioii." 

On  tlie  coniiinniifatioii  of  this  generous  response,  prtparaltoii-.  wire  at  once  made 
for  the  lalxirious  undcrtakinj;.  and  the  iiiaugiiratiuii  of  the  enterprise  was  fixed  for 
the  year  1S65.  In  January  of  that  year,  however,  oocnrred  the  disastrous  fire  which 
so  seriously  em barrasseit  the  hiliorsuf  the  Suiitlisoniau  Institution  for  several  follow- 
ing years;  it  l>ecanie  necessary  to  iiiciefiiiitely  post[K)ne  this  meteorological  work, 
which  indeed  had  through  its  whole  history  liccii  carried  on  with  most  limited 
financial  uieans,  and  was  quite  dejiendeut  upon  the  li1>eral  cooperation  of  the  differ- 
ent telegTa]ih  companies. 

It  will  tltus  Ije  seen  that  without  material  aid  from  the  GoveriuiLent,  but  through 
the  enlighteneil  pohey  of  the  telegrapli  companies,  anrl  with  the  assistance  of  the 
munificent  bequest  of  James  Sniitlison,  "for  the  increase  and  cliffiision  of  knowl- 
edge," the  Smithsonian  Institution,  first  in  the  world,  organized  a  comprehensive 
system  of  telegraphic  meteorology,  and  has  thus  given  first  to  Kurope  and  Asia, 
and  now  to  the  United  Stales,  that  most  beneficent  national  application  of  modem 
science,  the  Storm  Wariiings. 

In  the  report  of  the  Smitlisoiiiaii  Institution  for  1 858  it  is  stated: 
^^Jgj^^^^tmuch  interest  at  the  Smithsonian  building  is  a  daily  exhibition  on 
— _j;.i^n  of  the  weather  over  a  considerable  portiou  of  the 
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Unite<l  States.  The  reports  are  received  about  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  the 
changes  on  the  maps  are  made  by  temporarily  attaching  to  the  several  stations  pieces 
of  card  of  different  colors  to  denote  different  conditions  of  the  weather  as  to  clear- 
ness, cloudiness,  rain,  or  snow.  This  map  is  not  only  of  interest  to  visitors  in  exhib- 
iting the  kind  of  weather  which  their  friends  at  a  distance  are  experiencing,  but  is 
also  of  importance  in  determining  at  a  glance  the  probable  changes  which  may 
soon  be  expected.' 

In  a  still  earlier  report  Professor  Henry  said: 

We  are  indebted  to  the  National  Telegraph  line  for  a  series  of  observations  from 
New  Orleans  to  New  Yotk,  and  as  far  westward  as  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  which  have 
been  published  in  the  *  *  Evening  Star,  *  *  of  this  city.  These  rep<Mls  have  excited  much 
interest,  and  could  they  be  extended  farther  north,  and  more  generally  to  the  west- 
ward, they  would  furnish  important  information  as  to  the  approach  of  storms.  We 
hope  in  the  course  of  another  year  to  make  such  an  arrangement  with  the  telegraph 
lines  as  to  be  able  to  give  warning  on  the  eastern  coast  of  the  approach  of  storms, 
since  the  investigations  which  have  been  made  at  the  Institution  fully  indicate  the 
fact  that  as  a  general  rule  the  storms  of  our  latitude  pursue  a  definite  course." 

In  1868,  Cleveland  Abbe,  then  director  of  the  Cincinnati  Observatory, 

r 

revived  the  Smithsonian  idea  of  meteorological  forecasts,  and  suggested 
to  the  Cincinnati  Chamber  of  Commerce  that  Cincinnati  should  be  made 
the  headquarters  of  meteorological  observation  for  the  United  States,  *  *  for 
the  purpose  of  collecting  and  comparing  telegraphic  weather  reports  from 
all  parts  of  the  land  and  making  deductions  therefrom. ' '  His  proposals 
were  favorably  received,  and  he  began,  September  i,  1869,  to  issue  the 
Weather  Bulletin  of  the  Cincinnati  Observatory,  which  he  continued 
until,  in  January,  187 1,  he  was  summoned  to  Washington  to  assist  in 
organizing  the  national  meteorological  service,  with  which  be  has  ever 
since  been  identified. 

The  Smithsonian  meteorological  system  continued  its  functions  until 
it  was  finally  consigned  to  the  custody  of  the  Chief  Signal  Officer  of  the 
Army.  Like  all  the  efforts  of  this  lUvStitution,  this  work  was  in  the  direc- 
tion of  supplementing  and  harmonizing  the  work  of  all  others,  and  atten- 
tion was  especially  devoted  to  preparing  and  distributing  blank  forms  in 
this  direction,  calculating  and  publishing  extensive  papers  for  systema- 
tizing observations,  introducing  standard  instruments,  collecting  all  public 
documents,  printed  matter,  and  manuscript  records  bearing  on  the  meteor- 
ology of  the  American  Continent,  submitting  these  materials  for  scien- 
tific discussion,  and  publishing  their  results.  The  Smithsonian  work  was, 
during  its  whole  existence,  under  the  inmiediate  personal  direction  of 
Professor  Henry,  assisted  by  Professor  Arnold  Guyot,  who,  in  1850,  pre- 
pared and  published  an  exhaustive  series  of  directions  for  meteorological 
observations,  intended  for  the  first-class  observers  cooperating  with  the 
Smithsonian  Institution. 


'Thirteenth  Annual  Rejxjrt  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  p.  32. 
(1858.) 

"Twelfth  Annual  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  1857, 
p.  26 ;  also  Twentieth  Annual  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian  Institu- 
tion, 1865,  PP-  54-57. 


parts  of  the  United  States  was  transferred  by  Professor  Henry  to  the 
Signal  Service,  A  few  niontlis  previously,  at  the  proposal  of  the  Chief 
Signal  Officer,  in  the  International  Congress  of  Meteorologists  coiivened 
at  Vienna,  the  sj-stem  of  world-wide  cooi>erative  simultaneous  weather 
observations,  since  then  so  extensively  developed,  was  inaugurated,  and 
began  to  contribute  its  data  to  the  Signal  Office  records.  It  is  unneces- 
sary to  trace  further  the  history  of  the  beginning  of  the  meteorological 
work  of  the  Signal  Service,  but  I  donlit  not  that  everyone  at  all  familiar 
with  its  subsequent  history,  under  the  leadership  of  Generals  Hazen  and 
Greely,  will  agree  with  the  opinion  of  Judge  Daly,  the  president  of  the 
American  Geographical  Society,  when  he  said  that '"notlung  in  the 
nature  of  scientific  in\-&stigation  by  the  National  Go\'ernnient  has  proved 
so  acceptable  to  the  people,  or  has  lx;en  so  productive  in  so  short  a  time 
of  such  important  results,  as  the  establishment  of  tlie  Signal  Ser\'ice 
Bureau,"' 

The  sixth  President,  John  Quincy  Adams,  a  man  of  culture  broad  and 
deep,  found  the  presidency  of  the  American  Academj'  of  Arts  and  Sciences 

'  i88j.  History  of  Iho  Uiiitoil  Stalfs  SiK'iial  Scrvitf,  «il1i  c,"it:ilc)KiiL-  of  its  exhibit  as 
tlie  International  Vislierifs   Kxliiliitioii.      I,oiii(oti,   iss,^;:   W;isliiii),'loii  City,   1883; 
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so  congenial  to  his  tastes  and  sympathies  that  he  did  not  hesitate  to  say 
that  he  prized  it  more  highly  than  the  chief  magistracy  of  the  nation. 
He  considered  his  most  important  achievement  to  be  the  Report  on 
Weights  and  Measures,  prepared  for  Congress  in  18 18,  and  was  justly 
proud  of  it,  for  it  was  a  very  admirable  piece  of  scientific  work,  and  is 
still  considered  the  most  important  treatise  on  the  subject  ever  written. 

John  Quincy  Adams  revived  Washington's  national  university  project, 
and  made  battle  valiantly  for  an  astronomical  observatory. 

In  his  first  message  to  Congress  afterwards,  he  said: 

Among  the  first,  perhaps  the  very  first,  instrument  for  the  improvement  of  the 
condition  of  men  is  knowledge,  and  to  the  acquisition  of  much  of  the  knowledge 
adapted  to  the  wants,  the  comforts,  and  enjoyments  of  human  life  public  institu- 
tions and  seminaries  of  learning  are  essential.  So  convinced  of  this  was  the  first  of 
my  predecessors  in  this  office,  now  first  in  the  memory,  as,  living,  he  was  first  in  the 
hearts,  of  our  country,  that  once  and  again  in  his  addresses  to  the  Congresses  with 
whom  he  cooperated  in  the  public  service  he  earnestly  recommended  the  establish- 
ment of  seminaries  of  learning,  to  prepare  for  all  the  emergencies  of  peace  and  war — 
a  national  university  and  a  military  academy.  With  respect  to  the  latter,  had  he 
lived  to  the  present  day,  in  turning  his  eyes  to  the  institution  at  West  Point  he 
would  have  enjoyed  the  Ratification  of  his  most  earnest  wishes;  but  in  surveying 
the  city  which  has  been  honored  with  his  name  he  would  have  seen  the  spot  of  earth 
which  he  had  destined  and  l^equeathed  to  the  use  and  benefit  of  his  country  as  the 
site  for  an  university  still  bare  and  barren.' 

And  again: 

Connected  with  the  establishment  of  an  university,  or  separate  from  it,  might  be 
undertaken  the  erection  of  an  astronomical  o])servatory,  with  provision  for  the  sup- 


'  John  Quincy  Adams,  in  his  diary  for  November,  1S25,  describes  an  interview  with 
his  Cabinet,  and  the  discussion  which  followed  the  reading  of  his  message  before  it 
was  finally  revised  for  sending  to  Congress. 

"  Mr.  Clay  wished  to  have  the  recommendations  of  a  National  University  .  .  . 
struck  out  .     .     The  University,  Mr.  Clay  said,  was  entirely  hopeless,  and  he 

thought  there  was  something  in  the  constitutional  objection  to  it.  .  .  .  I  con- 
curred entirely  in  the  opinion  that  no  projects  absolutely  impracticable  ought  to  be 
recommended;  but  I  would  look  to  a  practicability  of  a  longer  range  than  a  simple 
session  of  Congress.  General  Washington  had  reconnnendetl  the  Military  Academy 
more  than  ten  years  before  it  was  obtained.  The  plant  may  come  late,  though  the 
seed  should  be  sown  early.  And  I  had  not  recommended  a  University — I  had  referred 
to  Washington's  recommendations,  and  observed  they  had  not  been  carried  into 
effect." 

Such  opinions  as  these  of  Mr.  Clay  were  evidently  very  much  at  variance  with 
those  of  John  Quincy  Adams  and  of  his  illustrious  father,  whose  action  in  the  con- 
stitutional convention  of  Massachusetts  has  alreadj*  been  referred  to,  and  at  variance 
as  well,  it  would  seem,  with  the  opinion  of  the  early  Republicans,  as  with  those  of 
the  Federalists.  The  views  of  Washington  and  Madison,  as  well  as  those  of  Jeffer- 
son and  Barlow,  on  these  subjects  have  already  been  referred  to. 

Mr.  Adams,  in  conunenting  upon  an  address  delivered  by  Edward  Everett  before 
the  Columbian  Institute,  January  16,  1830,  remarks: 

I  regretted  to  hear  ...  a  seeming  admission  that  tlie  power  of  giving 
encouragement  to  literature  and  science  was  nuicli  greater  at  least  in  the  State 
Governments  than  in  that  of  the  Union.    Memoirs  of  John  Quincy  Adams  VIII,  p.  1 7 1 . 


starry  heavens  ami  tlitir  uiiimtiiljfroii  worlils?  l.«>k  aroiiiul  yim;  luok.  from  the  St, 
John  to  the  Sabine;  look  from  the  month  of  tin*  Ni-vcrsink  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Colninbia,  anil  you  will  find  not  one!  or  if  one,  not  of  onr  crfiitioli. 

A  correspondent  of  tlie  Loiicloii  Atheiiceuni,  writing  from  Boston  in 
May,  1840,  spoke  at  leiij^th  of  the  dearth  of  observatories  111  the  United 
States,  and  of  the  efforts  of  John  Qtihicy  Adams  to  form  a  national 
astronomical  est  a  Wish  men  t  in  connection  with  the  Smithst>ii  l^eqtiest. 
The  letter  is  of  great  interest  as  showing  t  lie  slate  of  opinion  on  scientific 
matters  in  America  jnst  half  a  century  ago. 

Boston,  -l/.fi',  tS^o. 

One  of  tlie  prominent  subjects  of  discussion  among  onr  saiiiiis  ...  is  the 
establishini'iit  of  ObsciTalorii'S  of  a  character  suitable  to  our  stanitiii^  as  a  civilized 
nation,  and  stilt  more  to  onr  ejcigeucies  asn  practical,  anil  especially  as  a  connuercial 
comimniity.     I  verily  believe  Uiat  the  itarly  daiiiaRe  ami  destruction  along  our  coast, 

'  It  is  iiiterestin)^  to  know  that  in  1H27,  Mr,  James  Oiunenay,  of  Charleston,  pub- 
lished a  pamphlet,  an  urgent  plea  for  the  establishment  of  ;i  naval  (ibsfrvat()ry.  I 
am  indebted  to  Mr.  ^X'illiani  A,  Conrteiiay  for  the  opixirtnnity  to  examine  this  rare 
tract,  -which  lias  tile  following  titlo: 

1827.  Courteilay,  James,  .^ii  |  Inquiry  1  into  |  the  Propriety  |  of  |  estalili.ihing  | 
a  I  Natioiuil  Observatory.  |  =^  [  By  James  Courtenay,  |  of  Charleston,  South  Caro- 
lina 1  =  1—!  Charleston,  I'riutcd  by  W.  lUley,  ]25  Church  street  ,  —  |  1827.  8' 
pp.  1-24. 
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for  want  of  the  securities  which  such  institutions  would  supply,  out-balances,  beyond 
comparison,  all  it  would  cost  to  establish  and  maintain  them  in  every  principal  city 
of  the  land.  It  is  partly  a  sort  of  electioneering  economy  which  leaves  things  thus, 
and  which  has  heretofore  refused  or  neglected  to  fit  out  Exploring  Expeditions;  to 
accumulate  national  treasures  of  art  and  science,  and  facilities  for  their  prosecution ; 
and  generally  to  pursue  a  system  of  ** in-breeding  and  cherishing,**  as  Milton  has 
it,  "in  a  great  people,  the  seeds  of  virtue  and  public  civility;** — excepting  always 
what  is  done  for  the  diffusion  of  elementary  popular  education.  This  education,  to 
be  sure,  and  this  diffusion  of  it,  we  are  taught  to  regard  as  necessaries  in  our  moral 
and  social  being,  —the  ' '  staff  of  public  life  *  *  among  us.  And  we  are  right.  It  is  so. 
But  there  are  many  other  things  which  we  have  not  been  taught  to  appreciate  as 
tliey  deserve,  and  the  value  of  which  we  have  gradually  to  grope  our  way  to.  Their 
day,  however,  will  come ;  though  it  cannot  be  expected  that  either  a  government 
or  a  people,  so  youthful,  so  hurried,  so  fluctuating,  can  reach  at  once  to  the  graces 
and  the  * '  fair  humanities  '*  of  the  old  world.  Remember  that  **  The  United  States  '* 
are  only  some  half-centiuT^  old ;  and  remember  what  we  have  been  obliged  to  do  and 
to  suffer  meanwhile,  and  under  what  circumstances.  But,  as  I  said  before,  the  time 
is  coining,  if  not  come,  when  the  heart  of  the  nation  shall  acknowledge  what  is  the 
high  duty  and  destiny  of  a  country  like  this;  and  therty  I  need  not  tell  you,  all  is 
accomplished.  Congress  and  the  government  must  always  represent  the  general,  as 
well  as  the  political  character  of  the  nation.  It  will  be  refined,  scientific,  public- 
spirited,  or  otherwise,  as  are  the  people.  At  this  moment,  as  at  all  times,  the  repre- 
sentative and  the  represented,  l>ear  this  relation  to  each  other  as  intimately  as  might 
be  expected  from  the  nature  of  our  institutions:  and  hence,  from  the  signs  which 
have  appeared  in  the  legislative  bodies,  I  derive  hope,  and  feel  authorized  to  say 
what  I  have  said  of  the  advance,  throughout  our  community,  of  what  may  be  called 
the  graceful  and  genial  system  of  civilization,  as  distinguished  from  the  practical 
and  hard.  This  subject  of  observatories  is  quite  in  point.  True,  nothing  has  yet 
been  done,  but  then  a  goo<l  deal  has  been  said;  and  that  is  much:  it  is,  in  fact,  doing 
much,  ill  a  case  like  this.  It  was  something  for  Congress  to  bear  being  told  what 
they  had  neglected,  and  patiently  to  discuss  the  subject. 

The  principal  agent  in  bringing  the  subject  forward  has  been  Ex-President  Adams, 
who,  as  you  may  be  aware,  is  still  an  M.  C.,at  the  age  of  between  seventy  and 
eighty,  and  one  of  the  halest  and  hardiest  men  in  tliat  body.  His  spirit  is  equal  to 
his  iron  constitution.  He  spares  himself  no  labour.  So  well  is  this  understood,  that 
it  has  been  of  late  rather  a  practice  to  select  the  old  gentleman  for  special  burthens; 
and  there  are  many  matters  of  legislative  action,  which  he  really  understands  better, 
or  knows  l)etter  at  least  how  to  explore  and  determine,  than  any  member  of  the 
House.  Thus  the  Observatory  business  came  upon  him,  at  least  indirectly;  for,  to 
some  extent,  he  brought  it  on  himself.  You  are,  no  doubt,  familiar  with  the  history 
of  the  great  Smithsonian  Bequest.  When  that  business  came  before  Congress,  and 
especially  as  it  was  not  a  party  one,  all  eyes  were  turned  on  Mr.  Adams,  and  he  was 
appointed  Chairman  of  the  Committee.  In  this  capacity  he  has  made  sundry 
Reports:  the  last  and  ablest  reviews  the  whole  subject.  In  this  he  labours  to  show 
what  general  appropriation  ought  to  be  made  of  the  fund—  for  that  is  not  yet  deter- 
mined— and  then  to  sustain  a  special  recommendation,  which  is,  to  devote  the 
income  for  about  ten  years  to  an  Observatory ^  to  be  founded  on  national  land,  at 
Washington,  *'  adapted  to  the  most  effective  and  continual  observations  of  the  phe- 
nomena of  the  heavens,  and  to  be  provided  with  the  necessary,  best,  and  most  per- 
fect instruments  and  books,  for  the  periodical  publication  of  the  said  observations, 
and  for  the  annual  composition  and  publication  of  a  Nautical  Almanack."  The 
details  of  the  plan  may  be  omitted.  Many,  however,  of  the  statistics  connected  with 
them,  are  new  to  us  here,  and  of  interest,  including  a  Report  on  the  British  establish- 
ments, furnished  on  request  by  the  Astronomer  Airy.     To  a  greater  extent  these 
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pains  to  ;,liow  how  iiiul-1i  that  institution  lias  rioiie  for  science  ami  for  man.  After 
recapitulating  how  hy  prestrvinK  observations  we  are  inilelileil  for  a  fixed  standard  for 
tlie  measurement  of  liiii,-. — how,  by  the  same  science,  man  has  acquired,  so  far  as  he 
possesses  it,  a  standard  for  the  measurement  of  space,  -  he  ol»sorves,  that  the  minutest 
of  tliese oljscrvations  conlrilinte  lo  the  "increase  and  liiHusion  of  knowledge"  (the 
expressed  object  in  Smithsun'sbequest).  As  to  the  more  ^J'f7/w;/,  we  are  reminded  of 
an  observation  of  \'oltaire,  that  if  the  wliole  huiiiaii  race  conld  l)e  assembled  from 
the  creation  of  man  to  /lis  time,  in  the  gradation  of  genius,  haar  Newton  would 
stand  at  Ihcir  head;  and  the  discoi-eries  of  Newton  were  the  results  of  calculations, 
founiled  on  the  obsen-ations  of  others — of  Copernicus,  Tycho  llrnhe,  Kepler,  and 
Flanisteed.  Greenwich  has  t)een  considered  rnther  an  ex]>ensive  establishment 
(aniong  usl,  but  Mr.  Adams  shows  that,  thoujjll  coslh-,  it  has  not  been  profitless. 
Not  to  enter  further  into  details  of  liuroin-aii  coiinlries,  il  ajiiiears  that  there  are 
about  one  hundred  anri  twenty  Ohsfivatories  in  eontiiuiital  JCnropf;  and  that  the 
most  magnificent  of  them  nil  has  Ijeen  lately  foundeil  by  the  Czar  in  the  vicinity 
of  his  capital;--an  enterprise  sufficiently  glorious,  Mr.  Adams  oljserves,  for  the 
sovereign  of  .such  an  empire;  but  the  merit  of  wliicli  is  va,stly  enlianced  by  the  fact 
of  its  lieing  undertaken  and  accomplisheiJ  in  such  a  latitude  and  climate: — "a  region 
so  near  the  itole,  that  it  offers  to  the  insl)cction  of  the  human  eye  only  a  scanty  por- 
tion of  the  juirtliern  hemisphere,  with  an  atmosphere  so  chilled  with  cold  and 
obscured  with  vapours,  that  it  yiehls  scarcely  sixty  days  in  the  year  wlitu  observa- 
tion of  the  heavenly  Iwidies  is  practicable,"  This  List  fact,  il  must  tie  allowed,  is 
rather  an  a};gravation,  or  ought  lo  be,  to  us  republicans,  soi'lf  ainouK  whom  affect 
to  be  special  despisers  of  the  bigoted  Nicholas,  and  all  his  work^.  !t  seems,  too,  that 
Mehenit't  AH  lias  come  forward  as  the  patron  of  pliilosophic;d  imiuiry. 
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Thus  matters  stand  at  present,  and  Mr.  Adams  strongly  urges  prompt,  practical 
action;  and  this -scheme,  with  some  modifications,  and  after  our  customary  dela3'^s 
and  discussions  (in  Congress)  will  be  carried  into  execution,  at  least  to  a  respectable 
extent.  I  am  the  more  inclined  to  the  opinion  as  it  has  been  made  clear  in  the 
progress  of  discussion  that  the  establishments  referred  to  need  not  be  so  enormously 
expensive  as  they  generally  are.  In  this  matter  we  have  been  misled  and  discour- 
aged by  your  own  example,  among  others.  We  found  that  Cambridge  Observfitory 
cost  ;f  2o,(xx),  and  that,  among  the  instruments,  the  price  of  the  mural  circle  alone 
was  over  ^i,cx)0,  to  say  nothing  of  an  equatorial  telescope  at  ;f  750,  or  a  transit  instru- 
ment at  ^6qo,  and  that  as  to  Greenwich,  tlie  annual  expenses,  including  salaries, 
repairs,  and  printing,  exceeded  /"s.ooo.  Now,  this  may  be  "sport  for  you,'*  but  it 
knocked  our  calculations  on  the  head.  Our  ideas  are  not  yet  enlarged  to  that  extreme 
point.  To  Ije  sure,  we  can  spend  money  for  Florida  wars ;  nay,  for  better  things — 
for  internal  improvements — for  bridges  over  the  Ohio  river  (St.  Louis),  or.for  market- 
houses  and  meeting-houses  of  most  liberal  dimensions — for  whatever,  in  a  word,  is 
practicable — as  we  understand  it— and  especially  so  nmch  of  it  as  private  enterprise 
can  execute  without  calling  in  government  aid:— but  ask  for  the  adornments  and 
muniments  of  art  and  science,  in  the  ornamental  or  even  in  the  scholar-like  way,  and 
it  must  Ix;  acknowledged  the  '*  sovereign  people"  move  slow:  they  button  their 
breeches'  pockets  and  begin  to  "calculate."  As  to  the  Observatories,  however,  the 
case  is  better,  for  we  find  that  nmch  can  be  done  at  small  expense.  An  establish- 
mcutjof  tlie  merely  useful  kind,  may  be  set  up  for  a  trifle.  Not  that  Mr.  Adams  pro- 
poses to  establish  the  National  Observatory  on  such  a  scale.  On  the  contrary,  he 
thinks  the  Smithson  Fund  should  be  devoted  to  it  for  the  present,  and  that  not  less 
than  ten  years  of  the  income  will  be  required.  A  more  explicit  estimate  is  also 
added,  but  it  will  l>e  sufficient  to  observe  that  it  comprises,  besides  a  salary  of  {3,600 
for  the  astronomer,  funds  for  the  compensation  of  four  assistants,  at  f  1,500  each,  and 
two  labourers,  each  at  $600:  for  the  purchase  and  procurement  of  instruments, 
{30,000;  of  which  $20,000  might  l)e  applied  for  an  assortment  of  the  best  instruments 
to  be  procured,  and  Jio,ooo  for  a  fund,  from  the  interest  of  which  other  instruments 
may  be  from  time  to  time  procured,  and  for  repairs:  for  the  library,  {30,000;  being 
{10,000  for  first  supply,  and  {20,000  for  a  fund  for  an  income  of  {1,200  a  year:  and 
finally  {30,000  for  a  fund,  from  the  income  of  which,  {i,<Sooa  year,  shall  go  to  defray 
the  expense  of  the  yearly  publication  of  the  observations  and  of  a  Nautical  Almanac. 

It  was  the  idea  of  Mr.  Adams,  in  his  later  days,  that  the  Smithson 
bequest,  or  at  least  its  income  for  ten  years,  should  be  applied  to  the 
foundation  of  a  national  observatory  and  the  publication  of  the  Nauti- 
cal Almanac,  and  he  only  abandoned  it  when  an  observator>'  had  actu- 
ally l)een  established  under  the  Navy  Department  in  connection  with  the 
department  of  charts  and  instruments. 

The  establishment  of  an  observatory  had  indeed  been  prominent  in  the 
minds  of  Washington  and  Jefferson,  and  was  definitely  proposed  in  Bar- 
low's plan  for  a  national  institution,  as  well  as  in  the  project  for  a  coast 
survey,  submitted  in  1837,  i"  which  it  was  proposed  that  there  should 
be  two  obser\-atories,  formed  at  a  fixed  point,  around  which  the  survey, 
and  particularly  the  nautical  part  of  it,  should  be  referred;  their  situation 
preferably  to  be  in  the  State  of  Maine  or  lower  Louisiana,  since  from 
them  ever>' celestial  object  observable,  from  the  Tropics  to  the  Arctic  Cir- 
cle and  within  about  20  degrees  of  longitude  could  be  observed.  Still, 
however,  since  various  considerations  might  occasion  the  desire  of  placing 
one  of  these  observatories  in  the  city  of  Washington,  just  as  ob«jfi.r^'^\.<^ 


never  was  ])erniittecl  to  use  in  connection  witli  tlie  Coast  Survey  work, 
and  which  passed  into  the  hands  of  Lieutenant  Wilkes  in  1834.  when  it 
was  placed  in  the  small  obseiratory,  erecti^d  at  Jiis  own  ex]x;nse,  about 
a  thonsaiid  feet  north  of  the  Dome  of  the  Capitol. 

It  was  at  this  establishment,  which  was  known  ns  the  Navnl  Depot  of 
Iiistnuneiits.  that  the  5-foi)t  transit  was  used,  mainly  for  the  jjurpose  of 
reading  the  naval  chronometer.  When  Wilkes  went  to  sea  with  his 
expedition  in  1837,  Lieutenant  James  M.  Gilliss  became supt-rintendent  of 
the  dejxjt,  and  having  obtained  a  42-inch  astronomical  telescope,  com- 
menced a  series  of  oltservations  on  the  culmination  of  the  moon  and  stars. 
In  1842  the  establishment  of  a  permanent  depot  of  chartsnnd  instrinnents 
was  authorized  by  Congress,  andalthongh  tlieestaldishment  of  an  obser\'- 
atory  was  not  authorised  in  the  bill,  every  effort  was  made  by  Lieuten- 
ant Gilliss  and  others  interested  in  his  work  to  secure  suitable  accommo- 
dations for  astrouomical  work,  and  bis  plans  having  Iweu  approved  by 
President  Tyler,  work  was  lx;guti  on  the  Na\'a!  Oljserwatorj-,  now  known 
as  the  National  Obsen'atory, 

There  can  Ise  little  doubt  that  the  excellence  of  the  work  done  by  Gil- 
liss himself,  with  his  limited  opportunrties,  did  much  to  hasten  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  observatory,  and  there  is  in  this  connection  a  traditional 
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history.  Encke's  comet  appeared  in  1842,  and  was  promptly  observed^by 
him.  He  read  a  paper  concerning  it  before  the  National  Institute.  Sen- 
ator Preston,  an  enthusiastic  member  of  that  organization,  was  present 
at  the  meeting.  When  Gilliss,  still  a  very  young  man,  shortly  afterwards 
made  a  visit  to  the  Senate  committee  room,  the  Senator  remarked  to  him : 
*'If  you  are  the  one  who  gave  us  notice  of  the  comet,  I  will  do  all  I  can 
to  help  you." 

A  week  afterwards  a  bill  passed  the  Senate  and  House  without  formal 
discussion.  The  appropriation  was  $25,000,  and  although  it  was 
expressly  for  the  establishment  of  a  depot  of  charts  and  instruments,  the 
report  of  the  committee  which  had  secured  it  was  so  emphatically  in 
favor  of  astronomical,  meteorological,  and  magnetic  work  that  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy  felt  justified  in  assuming  that  Congress  had  sanctioned 
the  broadest  project  for  an  observatory.  Gilliss  was  at  once  sent  abroad 
to  obtain  instruments  and  plans,  while  Lieutenant  Matthew  F.  Maury 
was  placed  in  charge  of  the  depot,  and  when  the  observatory  was  com- 
pleted in  1844  became  its  superintendent. 

Maury's  attitude  toward  astronomical  work  has  been  severely  criticised, 
and,  I  think,  misunderstood.  He  was,  first  of  all,  an  enthusiastic  officer 
of  the  Navy ;  second,  an  astronomer,  and  he  deemed  it  appropriate  that 
the  chief  effort  of  the  office  should  be  directed  toward  work  which  had  a 
direct  professional  bearing.  Although  not  neglecting  astronomy  (for 
under  his  direction  two  volumes  of  astronomical  observations  were  pub- 
lished), his  own  attention,  and  oftentimes  that  of  almost  the  entire  office 
was  devoted  to  hydrographic  subjects.  The  work  which  he  had  accom- 
plished was  of  the  j^reatest  practical  importance  to  navigation,  and  noth- 
ing of  a  scientific  nature  up  to  that  time  accomplished  in  America  received 
such  iniiversal  attention  and  praise  from  abroad. 

His  personal  j^x)pularity  and  his  influence  were  very  great,  and  the 
necessity  for  the  maintenance  of  a  national  observatory  was  not  in  his 
day  fully  appreciated  by  the  public.  It  is  not  at  all  impossible  that, 
indirectly,  through  his  meteorological  and  hydrographic  work,  he  may 
have  done  more  for  the  ultimate  and  permanent  welfare  of  the  National 
Observ^atory  than  could  have  been  possible  through  exclusive  attention 
to  work  of  a  purely  astronomical  character. 

In  1 86 1  Gilliss  again  became  the  Superintendent,  and  under  his  direc- 
tion the  Observatory  took  rank  among  the  first  in  the  world. 

Before  leaving  the  subject  of  the  Observatory,  reference  should  be 
made  to  astronomical  work  almost  national  in  character  accomplished  in 
colonial  days  at  Philadelphia  under  the  direction  of  the  American  Philo- 
sophical Society,  by  which  a  committee  of  thirteen  was  appointed  to 
make  observations  upon  the  transit  of  Venus  in  1769. 

Three  temporary  obser\'atories  were  built,  one  in  Philadelphia,  one  at 
Norristown,  and  one  at  Cape  Henlopen.  Instruments  were  imported 
from  England,  one  of  them  a  reflecting  telescope  with  a  Dollond  microm- 


I^nl  Nortli  clo  me  the  lioiior  lo  ask  iii\'  opinion  about  the  utility  of  erecting  an 
observatory  nt  I'liilaik'lpliia,  I  should  then  be  eiiableil  ti>  speak  out,  Iwiiig  always  a 
wcll-wishc-r  to  Hit  promotiini  of  scieiicc.     Yoii  diil  not  distinguish  whether  the  times 

1  am,  your  most  humble  sorvant, 

N.    MaSkEi,YNB. 
Rev.  Dr.  Kwinc:. 

A;>.  ^s  I.udgal,-slr,Yl. 

Ill  this  cnuin.'Ctiim  mtntinn  .sliniild  be  made  of  the  extended  astronom- 
ical work  done  fnnii  1763  to  1767,  by  Charles  Mason,  an  assistant  of 
Maskclyiie,  and  Jeremiah  Dixon,  while  sun'eyinjr  the  boundary  line 
l>etween  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland,  and  esi>eciany  of  the  successful 
measurement  by  tlicni  of  a  nieridiaii  of  latitude.  Mason  was  a  man  of 
high  scientific  .standing,  but,  thouj^li  he  liecanie  a  citizen  of  PJiiladelphia, 
where  he  died  in  17K-,  little  is  known  of  him  l)eyond  the  record  of  his 
.scientific  work.  He  had  been  one  of  the  o!>.ser\-frs  of  a  transit  of  Venus 
at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  in  1761,  and  it  was  no  dotibt  he  who  inspired 
the  American  PJiilosophical  Society  to  its  effort  in  1769. 

Another  event  in  the  Adams  Administration  was  the  beginning  of  the 
National  Botanic  Garden.  Tlie  foundation  of  sncli  an  institution  was 
one  of  the  earliest  of  the  ])rojects  for  the  improvement  of  the  capital. 
Washington   decided   tliat   it   should   be  closely   connected    with    the 
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National  University,  on  the  site  now  occupied  b}'  the  National  Observa- 
tory, and  stipulated  that,  should  this  site  not  be  found  available,  another 
spot  of  ground,  appropriated  on  the  early  maps  to  a  marine  hospital, 
might  be  substituted.  Tlie  Columbian  Institute,  already  referred  to, 
had  begun  the  formation  of  an  arboretum  as  earlj*^  as  1822,  and  in  1829 
applied  unsuccessfully  to  Congress  for  an  ai:)propriation  to  reimburse  it 
lor  its  expenditures.  There  was,  however,  no  definite  foundation  until 
1852,  when  the  numerous  living  plants  which  had  l^een  brought  back  by 
the  Wilkes  Exploring  Expedition  in  the  Pacific,  and  which  had  for 
several  years  been  kept  in  greenhou.ses  adjoining  the  Patent  Office,  in 
which  the  natural-history  collections  of  the  exi)edition  were  kept,  were 
removed  to  the  present  site  of  the  Botanical  Garden  on  the  south  side  of 
Pennsylvania  avenue  just  west  of  tlie  Capitol.  This  garden  was  first 
under  the  direction  of  Mr.  W.  D.  Hrackenrid>^e,  who  had  been  the  horti- 
culturist of  the  Wilkes  Kxi>edition.  Mr.  Brackcnridge  was  succeeded  by 
Mr.  William  R.  Smith,  a  pupil  of  the  Kew  Botanical  (rarden,  who  has  since 
been  in  charge  of  the  establislinient,  and  through  whose  industry  it  has 
been  developed  into  a  most  creditable  institution,  which,  it  is  hoj^d, 
mzy  in  time  have  an  opportunity  to  exhibit  its  merits  in  a  more  suitable 
and  less  crowded  locality. 

Under  Jackson,  from  1S29  to  1S37,  notwithstanding  the  remarkable 
commercial  prosperity  and  an  almost  e(iual  advance  in  literature,  science 
did  not  prosper,  and  of  actual  ]>r()gress  there  is  little  to  record.  The 
Coast  Survey  was  reorganized  under  its  orij^inal  Superintendent,  Hassler, 
in  1832,  and  Featherstoneliauj^li,  an  luii^lish  geologist,  made,  in  1834, 
a  reconnoissance  in  the  elevated  region  l)etween  the  Misscmri  and  the 
Red  River. 

Van  Buren's  Administration,  which  be>;an  in  1S37  and  ended  in  1841, 
presents  more  points  of  interest,  for  nlth<)uj;li  the  countr>'  was  in  a  state 
of  financial  depression,  his  Cabinet  was  coni|X)sed  of  extremely  liV)eral 
and  public- s])iri ted  men.  Poinsett  as  Secretary  of  War,  Kennedy  as  Sec- 
retary of  the  Xavy,  and  other  public  men  did  nuich  to  promote  science. 

The  United  States  Ivxploring  PvXjx^dition  was  sent  out  luider  Captain 
Charles  Wilkes,  on  a  voyajice  of  circunuiavigation.  Although  published 
in  an  extremely  limited  edition,  the  magnificent  volumes  of  its  re^wrt 
are  among  the  classics  c>f  scientific  exploration. 

The  Wilkes  Ivxjx^dition  was  the  first  of  the  series  of  naval  exj)lora- 
tions  which  have  contributed  largely  to  science — Lynch' s  Dead  Sea 
Ex|XMlition,  Gilliss's  Xaval  Astronomical  Expedition  to  Chile,  Herndon 
and  ( ribbons' s  J^xploration  of  the  Valley  of  the  Amazons,  Page's  Para- 
guay Kxpedition,  the  Cruise  of  the  D<)l])liin,  Perry's  Japan  P!)xpc(lition, 
Rogers's  North  Pacific  Ivxploring  Exi>edition,  and  the  various  expedi- 
tions made  under  the  Ilydrographic  Oflice  and  the  Coast  Survey. 

In  1S40  two  im])ortant  national  societies  were  founded — the  National 
Institution  for  the  Promotion  of  vScience,  and  the  American  S<x:iety  of 
Geologists  and  Naturalists — the  one  an  association  with  a  great  mem- 


that   time  almost  every  one  who  .studied    any  other  branch  of  science 
cultivated  geology  also. 

The  American  Association  prepared  the  way  for  tht  National  Acad- 
emy of  Sciences,  which  was  established  by  Conjj^ress  in  iSft^.  having 
for  its  first  president  Alexander  Dallas  Baclie,  who  in  his  i>residential 
address  at  the  second  meeting  of  the  American  Association,  twelve  years 
before,  had  pointed  out  the  fact  that  "an  institution  of  science  supple- 
mentary to  existing  ones  is  much  needed  to  fjuide  pidjlic  action  in  ref- 
erence to  scientific  matters,"'  and  whose  ]TersonaI  influence  was  very 
potent  in  bringing  that  institution  into  existence.  In  advocating  before 
Congress  the  plan  for  the  National  Acadeni;-  of  Sciences,  Senator  Sum- 
ner avowedly  followed  the  lead  of  Joel  Barlow,  the  projector  of  the 
National  Institution  in  1806.° 


'  Proceedings  of  the  American  Association  for  the  AcivaXK:cm<.-nt  of  Sciciici.',  1851, 
pp.  6,  48. 

'The  idea  of  an  Academy  of  Sciences  with  unlocalizcil  membership  and,  like  the 
Royal  Society  and  the  French  Aeadeniy,  holding  advisory  relations  with  the  General 
Government,  appears  to  have  been  present  in  the  minds  of  many  of  the  early  states- 
men, Washington,  in  his  project  for  a  great  national  university,  doubtless  intended 
to  include  everything  of  this  kind.     Joel  Karlow  and  Thomas  Jefferson  at  the  begin- 
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The  system  of  national  scientific  organizations  thus  inaugurated  is 
still  expanding.  Within  the  past  few  years  there  have  sprung  into 
existence  a  considerable  number  of  learned  societies  devoted  to  special 
subjects,  usually  with  unlocalized  membership,  and  holding  meetings 
from  year  to  year  in  diflFerent  cities.  Among  these  are  those  named 
below: 


The  American  Anatomical  Society. 

The  American  Dialect  Society. 

The  American  Folk-lore  Society. 

The  American  Geographical  Society  (of 
New  York)  and  the  National  Geo- 
graphic Society  (of  Washington). 

The  American  Geological  Society. 

The  American  Historical  Association. 

The  American  Institute  of  Mining  En- 
gineers. 

The  American  Meteorological  Society. 

The  American  Metrological  Society. 


The  American  Oriental  Society. 

The  American  Ornithologists*  Union. 

The  American  Philological  Association. 

The  American  Physiological  Society, 

The  American  Society  of  Naturalists. 

The  American  Society  for  Psychical  Re- 
search. 

The  Archaeological  Institute  of  America. 

The  Botanical  Club  of  the  American 
Association. 

The  Franklin  Institute. 


That  the  organization  of  such  societies  has  been  so  long  delayed  was 
perhaps  due  to  the  fact  that  during  the  first  six  decades  of  the  century 
the  number  of  scientific  investigators  was  comparatively  small,  and 
scientific  work  of  original  character  was  confined  to  a  few  of  the  large 
cities,  so  that  local  organizations,  supplemented  by  the  annual  summer 
meetings  of  the  American  Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Science, 
answered  all  needs.  Since  the  close  of  the  civil  war,  and  of  the  jjeriod 
of  ten  years  which  elapsed  l:)efore  our  country  was  restored  to  commercial 
prOvSperity,  and  indeed  before  it  had  l)egini  to  full}^  feel  the  effects  of  the 
great  scientific  renaissance  which  originated  in  1S59  with  the  publication 
of  Darwin's  Origin  of  Species,  there  has  been  a  great  increase  in  the 
number  of  persons  whose  time  is  chiefly  devoted  to  original  scientific 
work. 

Nothing  has  contributed  so  materially  to  this  state  of  affairs  as  the 
passage  by  Congress  in  1862  of  the  bill,  introduced  by  the  Hon.  Justhi 
vS.  Morrill,  of  Vermont,  to  establish  scientific  and  industrial  educational 
institutions  in  every  State,  supplemented  in  1887  by  the  Hatch  bill  for 
the  founding  of  the  agricultural  experiment  stations.'  The  movement 
was  at  first  unpopular  among  American  educators,  but  after  a  quarter  of 


ning  of  the  century  were  engaged  in  correspondence  **  about  learned  societies, 
universities,  and  public  instruction.  * '  John  Adams  in  a  letter  to  Cutler,  dated  Quincy , 
May  I,  1802,  referred  to  a  scheme  for  the  establishment  of  a  national  academy  of 
arts  and  sciences,  in  which  Mitchill,  of  New  York,  was  interestetl,  and  which  was  to 
come  up  for  discussion  at  a  meeting  in  that  city  in  the  following  month.  ( Life  of 
Manasseh  Cutler,  II,  p.  87. ) 

'See  Appendix  D,  and  also  A.  C.  True's  A  Brief  Account  of  the  Experiment 
Station  Movement  in  the  United  States,  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture, 
Experiment  Station  Bulletin  No.  i,  1889,  pp.  73-78. 


out  academies  of  science,  aiul  fourteen  States  and  Territories  in  which 


'The  followiiifj  statements  were  inaile  in  a  report  of  lliu  ctuiiinitteL-  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  Marcli  3,  18H6: 

The  act  appropriating  script  to  the  aiiioiint  of  30,1100  acres  for  eacji  Senator  and 
Representative  in  Congress  for  the  eniiowiiient  of  colleges  for  the  benefit  of  agricul- 
ture anil  the  mechanic  arts,  which  was  passed  in  1S62,  has  been  fruitful.  Some  of 
the  States  ciidowed  single  colleges  wliile  others  divided  the  gift  between  two  or 
three.  There  were  17,430,000  acres  of  script  anil  land  granted,  aiirt  the  fund  arising 
from  their  sales  is  J7. 545. 403.  This  has  been  increased  by  gifts  friini  the  States  and 
from  benevolent  individuals  of  grounds,  biiildings,  ami  appiiralus  to  the  amount  of 
|l5iOC»,oao  more.  And  the  last  reports  show  that  these  colleges  einjiloyeil  more  than 
400  professors,  and  liacl  under  instruction  more  than  4,000  students.  This  donation 
of  the  public  fimds  has  l)een  eminently  profitable  fortlicGovernmentaiul  the  country. 
Many  thousands  of  young  men  eilncatcd  in  science  have  already  gone  out  from  their 
colleges  to  engage  in  the  practical  duties  of  life,  and  the  provision  is  made  for 
sending  out  a  contiiuied  succession  of  these  for  all  future  time.  And  as  science  is 
not  limited  by  State  Ixtundaries,  it  makes  but  little  diiferencc  for  the  common  good 
which  of  these  institutions  or  Stites  these  graduates  come  from;  their  attainments 
are  for  the  common  good. 

'See  Appendix  E,  and  also  F.  \V,  Blackmar's  History  uf  Ftderal  nnd  Slate  Aid  to 
Higher  education,  etc.,  Washington,  1890. 


(jJUszct^.^^U^ 


^ 
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there  are  110  scientific  societies  of  any  description  wiiatever,  is  a  note- 
worthy fact.* 

During^  Van  Buren's  Presidency,  the  Department  of  Agriculture  had 
its  formal  beginning. 

The  chief  promoter  of  this  idea  was  Henr>-  L.  Ellsworth,  of  Connect- 
icut, Commissioner  of  Patents,  whose  efforts  culminated  twenty-six  years 
later  in  the  establishment  of  a  department,  and,  after  another  period  of 
twenty-six  years,  in  the  elevation  of  the  head  of  that  Department  to  the 
dignity  of  a  Cabinet  officer.  I^llsworth  began  work  by  distributing  seeds 
and  plants  for  exix^rimental  culture,  acquiring  these  without  expense, 
and  sending  them  out  under  the  franks  of  friendly  Congressmen.  After 
three  years  (in  1839 )  Congress  recot::nized  the  value  of  the  work  in  this 
direction  by  appropriating^  Si,ocx>  from  the  Patent  Office  fund  to  enable 
him  to  collect  and  distribute  seeds,  to  collect  agricultural  statistics,  and  to 
make  agricultural  investigations.  Appointeil  by  Jackson  in  1836,  Ells- 
worth served  throuirli  the  two  successive  terms  of  Van  Buren  and  Tyler, 
and  in  his  nine  years  of  official  work  his  devotion  to  the  interests  of  agri- 
culture produced  excellent  results,  aiul  placed  the  ser\-ice  on  a  firm 
foundation.  Though  Newton  was  in  name  the  first  Commissioner  of 
Agriculture.  Ellsworth  deserves  tol>c-  kept  iTi  memory  as  the  real  founder 
of  the  IXpartment. 

The  appro]>riations  at  first  were  insioriiificant.  and  occasionally,  as  in 
1841,  1842.  and  iS4''>.  C«>n>^ress  seems  to  have  f«»r^otten  to  make  any 
provision  whatever  for  the  work,  which  omset ^uently  went  fon^'ard  under 
difficulties.  In  1^53  tlie  lirst  a})propriation  directly  for  agriculture  was 
made,  in  1.S55  the  whole  amount  \\\^  to  that  time  withdrawn  for  this  pur- 
pose from  the  Patent  ( )tTice  fund  was  reimbursed,  and  from  that  time  on 
the  money  ^^rants  became  >  early  lari^er.  and  the  Wi>rk  was  allowed  slowlv 
to  expand.     The  ^e.-d  work  increased,  and  in  1S56  a  propagating  garden 

'  The  followin:.:  i>  a  li>t  of  ilu»>^'  already  i;i  txislonce: 
State  aca'Kinir^^  «>t  --ciciicc.  etc.,   is<^  » 

C;7//A>/v//./.— TlK-  Olifornia  Aoaikniy  of  Sciences,  San  Francisco,  1S54. 
C^///;///'/./.— TlK  Atiiliaiea   Scieniitic  SociLiies  of  WiUshinKton  Citv;  the  Philo- 
^.I.hical    S.»cKiy.    is;,;    tlu-  Anihr<>]x»U,-ical   Socictv.    1S79;    the    BioU>>rical 
Sk^^kIv.  iss-.;  the  Chemical  S>citiy,  1SS9;  the  National  Gcojjraphic  S(x:ietv, 
I  sss. 

Cnuu,rtuut.     Th.  CMnn^eticut  Ac.ulcniv  ..f  Arts  ami  Sciences,  1799. 
fmiiami.-Wx.^  Indiana  Aea<k-niv  of  Sciences.  i.SSs 
/,,rrc7.-Tlie  I.>wa  Aca^U  niy  .,f  Sciences.  Iowa  Citv.  iS;^. 


//'       \u-iu      \\'\  ;''"*''^»''^"  I*hilc,>.,phical  Society.  Philadelphia.  1743- 

-vcuiemy  .  f  An^.  Science,  and  Letters.  Ma.lison.  ii>70. 


orgaiiizecl.  is  one  of  the  most  vigorou.s  of  our  national  scientific  institu- 
tions, and  with  its  powerful  staff  and  close  affiliations  with  the  forty-six 
State  agriciiltiiral  ex]>eriment  stations,  manned  as  they  are  by  nearly 
four  hundred  trained  investigators,  it  has  possibilities  for  the  future 
which  can  scarcely  l>e  overestimated.' 

The  term  of  the  ninth  President  was  too  short  to  afford  matter  for 

'  Tlie  first  HKficultiiral  cxperiniciit  station  under  that  specific  designation  in 
tlie  UnitL'i!  Slatfs  was  estalilislicii  at  Miildletown,  Connecticut,  in  1875,  by  the  joint 
action  of  Jlr.  Oraiijrc  Jvnid,  the  trustees  of  tile  university  at  Middletowii,  and  the 
State  legislature,  with  Professor  W.  ().  Atwater  as  director,  and  was  located  in  tlie 
Oranj;e  Jiidil  Hall  of  Natural  Science.  The  example  was  speedily  followed  else- 
where, so  that  in  iSSotliere  were  four,  and  in  1S86  some  seventeen  of  these  inslitu- 
lions  in  fourteen  Slates.  Tlie  appropriation  by  Congress  of  Jis.ooo  per  aniiuni  to 
each  of  the  States  atnl  Territories  which  have  cstablisheil  agriciiltiiral  colleges,  or 
agricuUural  departments  of  colleges,  has  led  to  the  establishment  of  new  stations  or 
the  increased  development  of  stations  previously  establisheil  under  State  authority, 
so  that  there  are  lo-day  forty-six  stations  in  the  United  States.  Several  ot  these 
have  substations  working  under  their  management.  Svery  State  has  at  least  one 
station,  several  have  two.  one  has  three,  and  Dakota  has  set  the  Territories  an  exam- 
ple by  establishing  one  within  her  l>onndaries. 

These  fortv'six  stations  employ  nearly  four  hundred  men  in  the  prosecution  of 
experinienlal  int|niry.  The  iippropriation  by  the  United  Slates  Government  for  the 
current  year,  for  theni  and  for  the  Office  of  Experiment  Stations  in  this  Departmeat, 
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comment.  It  should  be  mentioned,  however,  that  General  Harrison  pub- 
lished in  Cincinnati,  in  1838,  A  Discourse  on  the  Aborigines  of  the 
Valley  of  the  Ohio,  and  was  the  only  President,  except  Jefferson  and 
John  Quincy  Adams,  who  has  ever  produced  a  treatise  upon  a  scientific 
theme. 

In  1 84 1  John  Tyler,  of  Virginia,  became  President.  His  period  of 
administration  was  a  stormy  one,  and  the  atmosphere  of  Washington  at 
that  time  was  not  favorable  for  scientific  progress.  During  this  Admin- 
istration, however,  important  reforms  took  place  in  the  organization  of 
the  Navy,  which  resulted  in  great  benefit  to  science.  These  were  largely 
the  result  of  the  interest  of  Hon.  A.  P.  Upshur,  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
at  whose  instance  President  Tyler  abolished  the  existing  Board  of  Naval 
Commissioners  and  vested  the  authority  formerly  exercised  by  them  in 
separate  bureaus.  To  many  of  the  pressing  necessities  for  reform  of  the 
service.  Lieutenant  Maury  had  called  attention  in  his  essa3's,  published 
in  the  Southern  Literary  Messenger,  under  the  title  of  Scraps  from  a 
Lucky  Bag,  and  over  the  signature  of  Harry  Bluff.  As  a  result  of  this 
movement,  experiments  in  applying  steam  to  war  vessels  were  actively 
prosecuted,  and  the  first  bill  was  passed  for  the  establishment  at  Annap- 
olis of  the  United  States  Naval  Acadeni}',  finally  accomplished  in  1845, 
and  a  little  later  (in  1848)  the  position  of  the  professors  of  mathematics 
in  the  Navy  was  dignified  and  improved,  and  their  numbers  limited,  with 
manifest  advantage  to  the  scientific  service  of  the  Government.  * 

Indirectly,  the  reorganization  of  the  Navy  had  a  powerful  influence  in 
the  development  of  the  Coast  Survey,  which  was  reorganized  in  1S43-44, 
with  Alexander  Dallas  Bache  as  its  superintendent,  for  this  new  system 
afforded  ample  means  to  that  organization  for  ascertaining  the  topog- 
raphy of  this  coast  and  making  contributions  to  the  science  of  ocean 
physics. 

Another  enterprise  was  the  sending  of  the  Fremont  exploring  expedi- 
tion to  California  and  Oregon.  It  is  interesting  to  know  that  Captain 
Fremont  was  appointed  the  leader  of  this  expedition  against  the  indig- 


is  $6oo,ocx>.  The  several  States  appropriate  about  Ji 25,000  in  addition,  making  the 
sum  total  of  about  $725,000  given  from  public  funds  the  present  year  for  the  support 
of  agricultural  experiment  stations  in  the  United  States. 

Of  all  the  scientific  enterprises  which  the  Government  has  undertaken,  [wrote 
Secretary  Colman,]  scarcely  any  other  has  impressed  its  value  upon  the  people 
and  their  representatives  in  the  State  and  national  legislatures  so  speedily  and  so 
strongly  as  this.  The  rapid  growth  of  an  enterprise  for  elevating  agriculture  by  the 
aid  of  science,  its  esf>ousal  by  the  United  States  Government,  its  development  to  its 
present  dimensions  in  the  short  period  of  fourteen  years,  and,  finally,  the  favor  with 
which  it  is  received  by  the  public  at  large,  are  a  striking  illustration  of  the  apprecia- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  American  people  of  the  wisdom  and  the  usefulness  of  calling 
the  highest  science  to  the  aid  of  the  arts  and  industries  of  life. 

*The  names  of  W.  A.  Chauvenet,  J.  II.  C.  Coffin,  Mordecai  Yarnall,  Joseph  Win- 
lock,  Simon  Xewcomb,  Asaph  Hall,  William  Ilarkness,  and  J.  R.  Eastman  are  a  few 
of  those  to  Ix:  found  on  this  list  of  astronomers  and  mathematicians. 


such  an  expeditioti.  And  evL-n  if  he  shuulil  not  p^o^'e  judicious  in  .selecting  scientific 
men  suitable  for  that  part  of  his  corps,  lie  noiilii  have  the  able  assistance  of  Colonel 
Benton  and  his  talcnteil  wife  ti>  fall  Iwitk  upon ;  aiul  that  Senator  Benton,  on  the 
return  of  Mr.  I'ri-niont,  would  receive,  exiiniiiic.  ami  present  his  report  to  the  Senate, 
and  take  (rreat  pride  in  milking;  an  eloquent  speech  of  it  (as  he  did),  and  thus  cause 
the  American  reader  t<)  examine  and  well  consi<ler  its  instructi\'e  contents — all  ol 
which  e\'ents  took  place.  an<l  the  report  of  his  first,  if  not  his  second,  expedition 
gained  sufficient  notorictj-  to  insure  its  republication  in  C.eruiany. 

At  the  close  of  our  iuteriiew,  tile  President,  ill  his  most  earnest  manner,  said  :  "  I 
will  at  once  appoint  Lieutenant  I'r^mont  to  the  head  of  such  an  expedition,  and 
start  him  off  this  spring,  so  that  tlie  country  may  know  as  soon  as  possible  what  to 
say  and  believe  of  that  vast  aii<l  unknown  region,  and  I  shall  learn  how  nmch  effort 
to  expend  in  striving  to  acijiiire  it  by  purchase  from  Mexico  by  the  time  that  Texas 
can  be  annexed." 

Fremont  made  reaily  to  start  from  St.  I^uis  with  his  expedition  as  soon  as  there 
was  green  grass  to  subsist  his  animals  upon,  with  an  outfit  of  fifty  to  sixty  men, 
after  leaving  Independence,  Missouri,  he  moved  up  the  PLitte  river  and  its  norlli 
branches  to  the  old  "South  Pass,"  and  thence  to  the  heail  waters  of  Snake  (or  Lewis) 
river,  and  down  it  and  the  Columbia  river  to  Astoria,  thus  avoiding  Mexican 
Territor)'.  but  kept  close  along  its  northern  Ixirdtr  until  after  he  entered  Oregon 
Territory. 

'  Letters  and  Times  of  the  Tylers,  by  Lyon  Gardner  Tyler,  II,  p.  3S7. 
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To  this  period  belongs  also  the  promotion  of  experiments  with  the 
electric  telegraph  by  our  Government.  The  line  from  Washington  to 
Baltimore  was  erected  by  means  of  an  appropriation  of  $30,000,  the  pas- 
sage of  which  was  warmly  urged  by  the  President,  who  fifteen  years 
later  wrote  the  following  letter,  full  of  historical  reminiscences: 

Shkrwood  Forest,  September  /,  iS^S. 

To  his  Honor  the  mayor^  and  to  the  HonoraSle  the  Common  Council  qf  the  City  oj 
New  York: 

Gentlemen  :  In  consequence  of  my  absence  from  this  place,  I  did  not  receive 
until  to-day  your  polite  invitation  to  be  present  at  the  festivities  of  to-day,  and  the 
municipal  dinner  to  l>e  given  to  Cyrus  W.  Field,  Esq.,  and  others  at  the  Metropoli- 
tan Hotel  to-morrow,  in  commemoration  of  the  laying  of  the  "Atlantic  Cable.'* 
To  be  present,  therefore,  at  the  time  appointed  is  a  thing  impossible.  All  that  I  can 
do  is  to  express  my  cordial  concurrence  with  you  in  according  all  praise  to  those 
through  whose  indomitable  energy  this  great  work  has  been  accomplished. 

When,  in  1843,  a  modest  and  retired  gentleman,  the  favored  child  of  science, 
called  upon  me  at  the  executive  mansion,  to  obtain  from  me  some  assurance  of  my 
cooperation  with  him  in  procuring  from  Congress  a  small  appropriation  to  enable 
him  to  test  his  great  invention;  and  when  at  an  after-<lay  I  had  the  satisfaction  of 
placing  my  signature  in  approval  of  the  act  making  an  appropriation  of  ^130,000  to 
enable  him  to  connect  Washington  with  Baltimore  by  his  telegraph  wire;  and  when 
at  a  still  later  day  I  had  the  pleasure,  from  the  basement  of  the  Capitol,  to  exchange 
greetings  with  the  Chief-Justice  of  the  United  States,  who  was  at  the  Baltimore  end 
of  the  line,  I  confess  that  it  had  not  entered  my  mind  that  not  only  was  lightning 
to  l>ecome  the  messenger  of  thought  over  continents  of  dry  lands,  but  that  the  same 
all  pervading  agent  was  tu  descend  into  the  depths  of  the  ocean,  far  below  the  habi- 
tations of  living  things,  and  over  those  fathomless  depths  to  convey,  almost  in  the 
twinkling  of  an  eye,  tidings  from  nation  to  nation,  and  continent  to  continent.  To 
the  great  inventor  of  this,  the  greatest  invention,  is  due  the  laurel  wreath  that  can 
never  wither,  and  to  those  that  have  given  it  a  habitation  and  a  home  in  the  waters 
of  the  great  deep  all  praise  is  due. 

With  sentiments  of  high  consideration,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully 

and  truly  yours,  etc. , 

John  Tyler. 

President  Polk  served  from  1845  to  1849.  During  this  period  was 
organized  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  which,  though  it  bears  the  name 
of  a  private  citizen  and  a  foreigner,  has  been  for  nearly  half  a  century 
one  of  the  principal  rallying  points  of  the  scientific  workers  of  America. 
It  has  also  been  intimately  connected  with  very  many  of  the  most  impor- 
tant scientific  undertakings  of  the  Government. 

Many  wise  and  enlightened  scholars  have  given  to  the  Smithsonian 
Institution  the  l^est  years  of  their  lives,  and  some  of  the  most  eminent 
.scientific  men  of  our  country  have  passed  their  entire  lifetime  in  work 
for  its  success.  Its  publications,  six  himdred  and  seventy  in  number, 
which  when  combined  make  up  over  one  hinidred  dignified  volumes,  are 
to  Ixi  found  in  every  important  librar>'  in  the  world,  and  some  of  them, 
it  is  safe  to  say,  on  the  working  table  of  every  scientific  investigator  in 
the  world  who  can  read  English. 


Ill  the  words  of  Julni  Qiiiiicj-  AdLiins; 

Of  all  the  foiiinliitidiis  of  i-sliililishiiiciils  f.ir  pious  or  charital.lf  nsfs  «-liicli  ever 
siKiialiM^l  tile  spirit  of  the  ii;;i',  or  llii-  foiii]>nOifiisivc^  liuiii-fii;tin:i-  <if  tlie  founder, 
noilt  can  1*  iiatiicci  more  ilesiTvinj;  thf  aii])rohatioii  of  iii;iiikiiul. 

The  most  important  scrvici;  liy  far  which  thf  Siiiithsoiiiaii  Institution 
has  Teiidcrwl  to  tliu  nation  from  year  lo  year  since  iS4f) — iiitaiifrible,  but 
none  the  less  apiirecialile — has  hccn  its  constant  cooperation  with  the 
Government,  public  inslittuions,  nml  individnals  iti  every  enterprise, 
scientific  or  ctlncatiunal,  which  needed  its  advict;,  snp]>ort,  or  aid  from  its 
resources. 

There  have-  l>ecn,  however,  material  resnlts  of  its  activities,  the  extent 
of  which  can  not  fail  to  impress  anyone  who  will  look  at  them;  the  most 
inijwrtant  of  these  are  the  lihriiry  and  the  museum,  which  have  grown 
up  under  its  fostering  care. 

The  librarj-  has  been  accumulated  without  aid  from  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States ;  it  has,  in  fact,  l>eeii  the  result  of  an  extensive  system 
of  exchanges,  the  publications  of  the  institution  having  been  used  to 
obtain  similar  publications  from  insliUiti.wis  of  learning  in  all  parts  of 
the  world. 
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In  return  for  its  own  publications  the  Institution  has  received  the  great 
collection  of  books  which  form  its  library. 

This  library,  consisting  of  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  million  volumes 
and  parts  of  volumes,  has  for  over  twenty  years  been  deposited  at  the 
Capitol  as  a  portion  of  the  Congressional  I^ibrary,  and  is  constantly 
being  increased.  In  the  last  fiscal  year  nineteen  thousand  titles  were 
thus  added  to  the  Rational  collection  of  books. 

Chiefly  through  its  exchange  system  the  Smithsonian  had,  in  1865, 
accumulated  .  about  forty  thousand  volumes,  largely  publications  of 
learned  societies,  containing  the  record  of  the  actual  progress  of  the 
world  in  all  that  pertains  to  the  mental  and  physical  development  of  the 
human  family,  and  affording  the  means  of  tracing  the  history  of  at  least 
every  branch  of  positive  science  since  the  days  of  revival  of  letters  until 
the  present  time. 

The  books,  in  many  cases  presents  from  old  European  libraries,  and 
not  to  be  obtained  by  purchase,  formed  even  then  one  of  the  best  collec- 
tions of  the  kind  in  the  world . 

The  danger  incurred  from  the  fire  of  that  year,  and  the  fact  that  the 
greater  portion  of  these  volumes,  being  unbound  and  crowded  into  insuf  • 
ficient  space,  could  not  be  readily  consulted,  while  the  expense  to  be 
incurred  for  this  binding,  enlarged  room,  and  other  purposes  connected 
with  their  use  threatened  to  grow  beyond  the  means  of  the  Institution, 
appear  to  have  been  the  moving  causes  which  determined  the  regents  to 
accept  an  arrangement  by  which  Congress  was  to  place  the  Smithsonian 
library  with  its  own  in  the  Capitol,  subject  to  the  right  of  the  Regents 
to  withdraw  the  books  on  paying  the  charges  of  binding,  etc.  Owing 
to  the  same  causes  (which  have  affected  the  Library  of  Congress  itself) 
these  principal  conditions,  except  as  regards  their  custody  in  a  fireproof 
building,  have  never  been  fulfilled. 

The  books  are  still  deposited  chiefly  in  the  Capitol,  but  though  they 
have  now  increased  from  40.000  to  fully  250,000  volumes  and  parts  of 
volumes,  forming  one  of  the  most  valuable  collections  of  the  kind  in^ 
existence,  they  not  only  remain  unbound,  but  in  a  far  more  crowded  and 
inaccessible  condition  than  they  were  before  the  transfer.  It  is  hardly 
necessary  to  add  that  these  facts  are  deplored  by  no  one  more  than  by 
the  Librarian  of  Congress. 

The  purchasing  power  of  the  publications  of  the  Institution,  when 
offered  in  exchange,  is  far  greater  than  that  of  money,  and  its  benefit  is 
exerted  chiefly  in  behalf  of  the  National  Library,  and  also,  to  a  consid- 
erable extent,  m  behalf  of  the  National  Museum. 

The  amount  expended  during  the  past  forty  years  from  the  private 
fund  of  the  Institution  in  the  publication  of  books  for  gratuitous  distri- 
bution has  been  $350,000,  a  sum  nearly  half  as  great  as  the  original 
Smithson  bequest. 
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Ill  llifiii  lilt-  iicL-ussjiry  im-aiis  ol  Kt-cuniij;  mnjil  iiiomls  ami  every  ri-pulilicnn  virtm-;  a 
wliolcsiHiie  jealousy  of  riKht  anil  a  cli-ar  uiicUtmUiiiiHmk  of  iliity;  without  whidi,  iio 
people  can  In;  ex|K.Tleil  Id  ciijiiy  tlif  oiil-  <it  jiorfonn  llii-  citlitT  for  any  nuiiilfCT  of 

The  time  is  fnst  appTonchiiiK  tthoii  the  I'liile'l  States,  if  no  forfi);ii  (lisputes  kIiouIiI 
iuiiuce  an  extrjiorc Hilary  expemliture  of  money,  will  lie  out  of  iltlit.  I'rom  that  lime 
furwaril,  the  j;reiiler  jKirl  <)f  their  public  revenue  may.  and  ]in>t)alily  will,  l>e  applictl 
to  public  improve  me  Ills  of  various  fciinls;  such  as  facilitatinn  the  intercourse  ttirough 
all  purls  of  tllcir  doniinioll  by  roads,  briiiHL's,  aiul  taiials;  sudi  as  tiiakin);  more  exact 
surveys,  an<l  forming  maps  and  charts  of  tlieiuti-rior  lounlry,  ami  of  the  coasts,  Itaj-s, 
and  liarlmrs,  perfecting  the  system  of  lights,  buoys,  and  ullur  nautical  aids;  sucli  as 
encourajiii'tt  "ew  l)ranches  of  industry,  so  far  as  iiuu-  K-  iidvaTiiafieoiis  to  the  piil>lic, 
either  by  ortering  premiums  for  discoveries,  or  by  ]iurdia,siiij;  from  their  proprietors 
such  inventions  as  shall  appear  to  he  of  inimeiliale  and  j,'eiUTal  utility,  and  rendering 
them  free  to  the  citiy.ens  at  large;  snch  as  exploring  the  ri'niaiiiiiig  parts  of  the  M-Jl- 
derness  of  our  coiitinenl,  both  within  aiirl  without  onr  own  jnrisilictioii,  and  Cxtenil- 
ing  lo  Iheir  siivai;e  inhabitants,  as  far  as  may  be  i)raclicable,  a  laste  f(«-  civilization, 
and  the  means  of  knowing  tin-  comforts  that  men  are  capable  <.f  yielding  to  each 
other  iu  the  peaceable   pursuits  of  in.Uistry.  a>  Ihey  ari,'  under'^l.HKi  in  our  stage  of 

'i'o  prepare  the  way  for  the  government  to  act  on  these  great  objects  with  iiitelli- 
gence,  economy,  anil  effect,  and  to  aid  its  o])eralions  when  it  shall  lie  ready  to  apply 
its  fnnds  to  tli:it  puriHise,  will  occupy  in  pari  llio  attention  of  that  branch  of  the 
lustitutiun  com]X)s<.-d  of  men  of  scientific  research;  whose  labors,  it  is  ex]iected,  will 


<p<::^te^<70  <^»»^54i^ 


National  Scientific  and  Educational  Institutions.  331 

be  in  a  great  measure  gratuitous.  It  cannot  be  too  early,  even  at  this  moment,  to 
direct  the  researches  of  science  to  occupations  of  this  nature.  By  these  means,  at  the 
end  of  the  eleven  years,  the  epoch  at  which  the  government  may  expect  to  be  free 
of  debt,  the  way  can  l>e  prepared  to  begin  with  system,  and  proceed  with  regularity 
in  the  various  details  of  public  improvement;  a  business  which,  if  the  rulers  of  all 
nations  di<l  but  know  it,  ought  to  be  considered  among  the  first  of  their  duties,  one 
of  the  principal  objects  of  their  appointment. 

The  science  of  political  economy  is  still  in  its  infancy;  as  indeed  is  the  whole  sci- 
ence of  government,  if  we  reganl  it  as  founded  on  principles  analogous  to  the  nature 
of  man,  and  designed  to  promote  his  happiness.  As  we  believe  our  government  to 
be  founded  on  these  principles,  we  cannot  but  perceive  an  immense  field  of  improve- 
ment opening  before  us;  a  field  in  which  all  the  physical  as  well  as  the  moral  sciences 
should  lend  their  aid  and  imite  their  operation,  to  place  himian  society  on  such  a 
footing  in  this  great  section  of  the  habitable  world,  as  to  secure  it  against  further 
convulsions  from  violence  and  war.  Mankind  have  a  right  to  expect  this  example 
from  us;  we  alone  are  in  a  situation  to  hold  it  up  before  them,  to  command  their 
esteem,  and  perhaps  their  imitation.  Should  we,  by  a  narrowness  of  views,  neglect 
the  opportunity  of  realising  so  many  benefits,  we  ought  to  reflect  that  it  never  can 
occur  to  us  again;  nor  can  we  foresee  that  it  will  return  to  any  age  or  nation.  We 
should  grievously  disapi)oint  the  expectations  of  all  good  men  in  other  countries,  we 
should  ourselves  regret  our  error  while  we  live;  and  if  posterity  did  not  load  us  with 
the  reproaches  we  should  merit,  it  would  l)e  because  our  conduct  will  have  kept  them 
ignorant  of  the  jxissibility  of  obtaining  the  blessings  of  which  it  had  deprived  them. 

It  would  be  superfluous,  in  this  I*rospectus,  to  point  out  the  objects  merely  scien- 
tific, that  will  naturally  engage  the  attention  of  this  branch  of  the  Institution.  We 
are  sensible  that  many  of  the  sciences,  physical  as  well  as  moral,  are  very  little 
advanced;  sonic  of  them,  in  which  we  seem  to  have  made  considerable  progress,  are 
yet  s<>  uncertain  as  to  leave  it  doubtful  whether  even  their  first  principles  do  not 
remain  to  l)e  discovered;  and  in  all  of  them,  there  is  a  great  deficiency  as  to  the  mode 
of  familiarizing  their  results,  and  applying  them  to  the  useful  arts  of  life,  the  true 
object  of  all  lalx)r  and  research. 

WTiat  a  range  is  o])en  in  this  countn.-  for  mineralogy  and  botany!  How  many  new 
arts  are  to  arise,  and  how  far  the  old  ones  are  to  l)e  advanced,  by  the  piu^uit  of  these 
two  sciencies,  it  is  impossible  even  to  imagine.  Chemistry  is  making  a  rapid  and 
useful  ])rogress,  though  we  still  <lis])ute  about  its  elements.  Our  knowledge  of 
anatomy  has  laid  a  necessary  and  sure  foundation  for  surgery  and  me<licine ;  surgery 
indee<l  is  making  great  proficiency;  but,  after  three  thousand  years  of  recorded 
experience,  how  little  do  we  know  of  medicine!  Mechanics  and  hydraulics  are 
progressing  fast,  and  wonderful  are  the  facilities  and  comforts  we  draw  from  them ; 
but  while  it  continues  to  be  necessary  to  make  use  of  animal  force  to  move  heavy 
Ixxlies  in  any  direction  by  land  or  water,  we  have  a  right  to  anticipate  new  discoveries. 
Could  the  genius  of  a  Bacon  place  itself  on  the  high  ground  of  all  the  sciences  in 
their  present  state  of  advancement,  and  marshal  them  before  him  in  so  great  a 
country  as  this,  and  under  a  government  like  ours,  he  would  point  out  their  objects, 
foretell  their  successes,  and  move  tliem  on  their  march,  in  a  manner  that  should  ani- 
mate their  votaries  and  greatly  accelerate  their  progress. 

The  mathematics,  considered  as  a  science,  may  probably  be  susceptible  of  higher 
powers  than  it  has  yet  attained ;  considered  as  the  handmaid  of  all  the  sciences  and 
all  the  arts,  it  doubtless  remains  to  be  simplified.  Some  new  processes,  and  perhaps 
new  modes  of  expressing  (|uantities  and  numbers,  may  yet  be  discovered,  to  assist 
the  mind  in  climbing  the  diflicult  steps  that  lead  to  an  elevation  so  much  above  our 
crude  conceptions;  an  elevation  that  subjects  the  material  universe,  with  all  its 
abstractions  of  space  and  time,  to  our  insjxxtion;  and  opens,  for  their  combinations, 
so  many  useful  and  satisfying  truths. 


thill  Wirt  liiivi'  hL-fii  fniiueil  by  specul;itivL-  wrilt-rs ;  :iii(l  p:irti;il  trials  have  been  made 
in  thi'  British  iloniitiiutis.  Hut  our  fuileral  .systi-ni,  [-iinibitii'd  with  deinocratical 
ri'prfse Illation  is  a  niajjuificL-iit  straii;;ur  upon  earth ;  a  new  world  of  experimetit, 
ImrstinK  with  incalciilabk-  omens  on  Ihe  view  of  mankind.  It  was  llie  result  of 
cirtumslances  which  no  inan  coulil  forewe,  aii.l  no  writer  iirett-nried  to  contemplate. 
It  represfiilwl  il>elf  to  us  froin  tin-  in-i-Lssity  of  Hit-  silnatii.n  wc  wtrc  in ;  dreaded  at 
first  as  au  evil  by  many  jjoikI  mcii  in  our  couillry.  as  well  as  by  our  friends  in 
Enro|)e  ;  and  il  is  at  this  day  far  from  beiiij;  nnderstood,  or  i)ro]H.'rly  appreciated,  by 
the  f;eneralily  of  tliose  who  admire  it.  Our  practice  upon  it,  as  far  as  we  have  gone, 
and  the  vast  ri->!'ons  of  our  eoutinent  that  present  themselves  to  its  embrace,  must 
t  in  tile  mi-chanism  of  govern- 
liuf!  to  the  friends  of  liberty, 

iiicts,  and  those  who.  in  the 
the  theatre  of  iioHlics,  at  tile 
telling  us  that  "no  new  principle 
Lousiinil  years;'"  and  that  all 
ins,  nnwonhy  of  sounil  phJIos- 
iiechanics  harl  lH.-en  discovered 
principle  in  war,  since  we  first 
ivas  kille.1.     Yet  we  see  in  the 
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two  latter  cases  that  new  combinations  of  principle  have  been  discovered ;  they  are 
daily  now  discovered  and  carried  into  practice.  In  these  there  are  no  books  written 
to  inform  us  we  can  go  no  further;  no  imperial  decrees  to  arrest  our  progress^ 
Why,  then,  should  this  be  the  case  in  those  combinations  of  the  moral  sense  of  man, 
which  compose  the  science  of  government? 

But  whether  we  consider  the  principles  themselves  as  new,  or  the  combinations 
only  as  new,  the  fact  with  respect  to  our  government  is  this:  although  the  principle 
has  long  since  been  known  that  the  powers  necessarily  exercised  in  the  people  at 
large,  and  that  these  powers  cannot  conveniently  be  exercised  by  the  people  at  large, 
yet  it  was  not  discovered  how  these  powers  could  be  conveniently  exercised  by  a 
few  delegates,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  be  constantly  kept  within  the  reach  of  the 
people  at  large,  so  as  to  be  controlled  by  them  without  a  convulsion.  But  a  mode 
of  doing  this  has  been  discovered  in  latter  years,  and  is  now  for  the  first  time  car- 
ried into  practice  in  our  country;  I  do  not  say  in  the  utmost  perfection  of  which 
tlic  principle  is  capable;  yet  in  a  manner  which  greatly  contributes,  "with  our  other 
advantages,  to  render  us  the  happiest  people  on  earth.  Again,  although  the  principle 
has  long  since  been  known,  that  good  laws  faithfully  execute<l  witliin  a  state, 
would  protect  the  industry  of  men,  and  preserve  interior  tranquillity;  yet  no  method 
was  discovered  which  would  effectually  preserve  exterior  tranquillity  between  state 
and  state.  Treaties  were  made,  oaths  were  exacted,  the  name  of  God  was  invoked, 
forts,  garrisons,  and  armies  were  established  on  their  respective  frontiers ;  all  with 
the  sincere  desire,  no  doubt,  of  preserving  peace.  The  whole  of  these  precautions 
have  been  constantly  found  ineffectual.  But  we  at  last,  and  almost  by  accident, 
have  discovered  a  mode  of  preserving  peace  among  states  without  any  of  the  old 
precautions;  which  were  always  fomid  extremely  expensive,  destructive  to  liberty, 
and  incapable  of  securing  the  object.  We  have  found  that  states  have  some  interests 
that  are  common  and  mutual  among  themselves;  that,  so  far  as  these  interests  go, 
the  states  should  not  be  independent;  that,  without  losing  anything  of  their  dignity, 
but  rather  increasing  it,  they  can  bind  themselves  together  by  a  federal  government, 
composed  of  their  own  delegates,  frequently  and  freely  elected,  to  whom  they  can 
confide  these  common  interests;  and  that  by  giving  up  to  these  delegates  the  exercise 
of  certain  acts  of  sovereigfnty,  and  retaining  the  rest  to  themselves,  each  state  puts 
it  out  of  its  own  power  to  witlidraw  from  the  confederation,  and  out  of  the  j)Ower 
of  the  general  government  to  deprive  them  of  the  rights  they  have  retained. 

If  these  are  not  new  principles  of  government,  they  are  at  least  new  combinations 
of  principles,  which  require  to  Ixi  developed,  studied,  and  understood  better  than 
they  have  been,  even  by  ourselves;  but  especially  by  the  rising  generation,  and  by 
all  foreign  observers  who  shall  study  our  institutions.  Foreigners  will  thus  give  us 
credit  for  what  we  have  done,  point  out  to  our  attention  what  we  have  omitted  to 
do,  and  perhaps  aid  us  with  their  lights,  in  bringing  towards  perfection  a  system, 
which  may  be  destined  to  ameliorate  the  condition  of  the  human  race. 

It  is  in  this  view  that  moral  and  political  research  ought  to  be  regarded  as  one  of 
tlie  most  important  objects  of  the  National  Institution,  the  highest  theme  of  literary 
emulation,  whether  in  prose  or  verse,  the  constant  stimulus  to  excite  the  ambition 
of  youth  in  the  course  of  education. 

What  are  called  the  fine  arts,  in  distinction  from  what  are  called  the  useful,  have 
l)ecn  but  little  cultivated  in  America.  Indeed,  few  of  them  have  yet  arrived,  in 
modern  times,  to  that  degree  of  splendor  which  they  had  acquired  among  the 
ancients.  Here  we  must  examine  an  opinion,  entertained  by  some  persons,  that  the 
encouragement  of  the  fine  arts  savors  too  much  of  luxury,  and  is  unfavorable  to 
republican  principles.  It  is  true,  as  is  alleged,  they  have  usually  flourished  most 
under  despotic  governments ;  but  so  have  com  and  cattle.  Republican  principles 
have  never  been  organised  or  understood,  so  as  to  form  a  government,  in  any  coun- 


Iti  Prance  the  two  clai^scs  of  eminent  men  who  ])iirsiie  the  sciences  and  the  arts,  are 
united  in  the  National  Institute.  Besides  those,  and  liesidi-s  the  collegesand  univer- 
sities, there  exists  in  each  of  those  countries  a  variety  of  institutions  useful  in  their 
different  objects,  nud  highly  conducive  to  the  (jeneriil  mass  uf  ])ulilic  improvement, 

Tlie  French  Government  supiHirts, 

1.  TAe  School  cf  Mines-,  an  extensive  estiihlishmeiit ;  where  is  preserved  a  collec- 
tion of  specimens  from  all  the  mines,  \vron){ht  iiiul  un\vn>ti;>lil.  that  are  known  to 
exist  in  that  country ;  where,  witli  the  free  use  of  a  lalxiratory,  lectures  are  given 
},'Tatis  one  day  in  the  week  for  nine  months  in  the  year,  arid  where  younj;  men  receive 
wlint  is  Cidleil  a  minfmlo(;ieal  echication.  At  this  pkite  llie  proprittor  of  n  mine,  ' 
whether  of  metals,  coals,  or  other  valuable  fossils,  may  have  thi-m  examined  without 
expense ;  and  here  he  can  apply  for  an  able  and  si^icntific  artist,  recommended  by  the 
jirotcssors,  to  be  the  conductor  of  his  works,  as  wi-llinlheenjiiueeriMjjasOiemetallur- 
^rical  Iimiicli. 

2,  The  Sthool  o/  Koads  mill  /Iridgis;  whose  title  oujjlit  to  extend  likewise  to 
canals,  river  naviKatinn,  and  hydrnilic  architecture;  since  it  embraces  all  thes: 
objects.  Here  are  preserved  nioilels  and  drawinjjs  of  all  the  great  works,  and  many 
of  the  abortive  attempts,  in  these  bmnclics  of  business.  It  is  a  curious  and  useful 
collection.  This  establishment,  too,  maintains  its  ]>r<ttessors,  who  give  lectures 
tjratis.  and  produce  among  their  pupils  the  ablest  draftsmen  and  civil  engineers, 
ready  to  be  employed  where  the  public  service  or  private  enterprise  niay  require. 


JOMN  Grub  a  Parke. 
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3.  The  Conseri'atory  0/  Arts;  meaning  the  useful  arts  and  trades.  This,  in 
appearance,  is  a  vast  Babel  of  materials;  consisting  of  tools,  models,  and  entire 
machines,  ancient  and  modem,  good  and  bad.  For  it  is  often  useful  to  preserve  for 
inspection  a  bad  machine.  The  professor  explains  the  reason  why  it  did  not  answer 
the  purpose;  and  this  either  prevents  another  person  from  spending  his  time  and 
money  in  pursuit  of  tlie  same  impracticable  scheme,  or  it  may  lead  his  mind  to  some 
ingenious  invention  to  remedy  the  defect  and  make  it  a  useful  object.  Here  is  a 
professor  for  explaining  the  use  of  the  machines,  and  for  aiding  the  minister  in  dis- 
charging the  duties  of  the  patent  office.  Here  likewise  several  trades  are  carried  on, 
and  persons  are  taught  gratis  the  use  of  the  tools  by  practice  as  well  as  by  lectures. 

4.  The  Museum  of  Natural  History.  This  consists  of  a  botanical  garden,  an 
extensive  nienagery,  or  collection  of  wild  animals,  and  large  cabinets  of  minerals. 
To  this  institution  are  attached  several  professorships;  and  lectures  are  given  on 
ever>'  branch  of  natural  history. 

5.  The  Museum  of  Arts;  meaning  the  fine  arts.  This  is  the  school  for  painting, 
statuary,  music,  etc.  The  great  splendor  of  this  establishment  consists  chiefly  in 
its  vast  gallery  of  pictures,  and  its  awful  synod  of  statues.  These  are  as  far  beyond 
description  as  they  are  alx)ve  comparison.  Since,  to  the  collections  of  the  kings  of 
France,  the  government  has  added  so  many  of  the  best  productions  of  Italy,  Flan- 
ders, and  Holland,  there  is  no  other  assemblage  of  the  works  of  art  where  students 
can  be  so  well  acconnno<lated  with  variety  and  excellence,  to  excite  their  emulation 
and  form  their  taste. 

6.  The  National  Library.  This  collection  is  likewise  unparalleled  both  for  the 
iiiiinlHjr  and  variety  of  works  it  contains;  having  al)out  five  hundred  tliousand  vol- 
umes, in  print  and  manuscript;  besides  all  of  value  that  is  extant  in  maps,  charts, 
engravings;  and  a  museum  of  coins,  medals,  and  inscriptions,  ancient  and  moilern. 

8.  The  Mint;  which  is  a  scientific,  as  well  as  a  lalx)ratorial  establishment;  where 
lectures  are  given  in  mineralogy,  metallurgy,  and  chemrstry. 

9.  The  Military  School,  where  field  engineering,  fortification,  gunnery,  attack 
and  defence  of  places,  and  the  branches  of  mathematics,  necessary  to  these  sciences, 
are  taught  by  experienced  masters. 

10.  The  Prytancum;  which  is  ail  excellent  school  of  general  science,  more  espe- 
cially military  and  nautical;  but  it  is  exclusively  devoted  to  what  are  called  cnfans 
de  la  patrie,  children  of  the  country,  or  boys  adopted  by  the  government,  and  edu- 
cated at  the  public  expense.  They  are  generally  those  whose  fathers  have  died 
in  the  public  service.  But  this  distinction  is  often  conferred  on  others,  through 
particular  favor.  The  school  is  supplied  with  able  instructors;  and  the  pupils  are 
very  numerous.  They  are  taught  to  consider  themselves  entirely  devoted  to  the 
ser\'ice  of  their  country,  as  is  indicated  both  by  their  own  appellation  and  that  of 
their  seminarv. 

11.  The  ColleiTc  of  France  retains  all  its  ancient  advantages,  and  has  Ijeen 
improved  by  the  revolution. 

12.  The  School  of  Medicine,  united  with  anatomy  and  surgery,  is  in  able  hands, 
and  well  conducted. 

13.  The  Veterinary  School;  whQTQ  practical  and  scientific  lessons  are  given  on 
the  constitution  and  diseases  of  animals. 

14.  The  Ohseri'atory  is  an  appellation  still  retained  bv  an  eminent  school  of 
astronomy:  though  its  importance  has  grown  far  beyond  what  is  indicated  by  its 
name.  It  publishes  the  annual  work  called  la  connatssance  dcs  terns;  a  work  not 
only  of  national,  but  of  universal  utility  for  navigators  and  astronomers. 

15.  Anothcrnistitution,  whose  functions  have  outgrown  its  name,  is  the />V/m7W 
of  Loni::ttHdc.  It  not  only  offers  premiums  for  discoveries,  tending  to  the  great 
<,bject  ot  finding  an  easy  niethoil  of  ascertaining  the  longitude  at  sea,  and  judges  of 


Thr  Lyceum  of  Arts,  an  :i  private  hocittv,  nitrits  a  ilistiiiguished  place  in  this 
liasly  rtviiw  «l  llii-  liU-rul  i-sulilisliim-nUi  in  Paris.  This  founilalion  belongs  to  a 
niiiii1ii,r  'i(  [jri.pritt'irs,  who  draw  no  other  ailvantaRe  from  it  than  the  right  of 
iittiinliiif;  lilt  Kctiircs,  :iii'f  of  usinj;  Ihc  lalmratorj-,  readilij;  rooms,  library,  aod 
])hil.,Hi.j,hi.;i)  :i].[jari,lus,  11  L-nipU.vs  al,1t  prufossors  in  all  the  sciences,  in  tech- 
n''1oKy,  in  litiralnrL-,  line!  in  sevoriil  imnkni  lannuaj^s.  It  admits  annual  snbscrib- 
trs,  «ho  i-uji.y  Ihi-M.-  a'ivanl;i),'fs  'lurinj^  tlit  yuar;  and  it  is  particularlj  usefnl  to 
Mr:iiiKc-rs  and  lo  ycmiii,'  nion  from  thf  jirovincfs,  who  mifjht  otherwise  employ  their 
lii,iirt  hours  in  Ksn  profiUhlc  aiimscniL-nt,-.. 

ir.  in  s[M-akin;c  of  Ihi'  state  of  ptililic  inslniclioii  in  Kngland,  we  are  less  paittea- 
l.ir  than  in  Ihosi-  of  hiT  Jieij-hliors,  it  will  not  lie  for  want  of  respect  for  her  institn- 
lioiis;  liiit  lieranM!  most  of  Ihuni  art  iH^tler  known  in  this  eonntry,  and  some  of  them 
siniiliir  to  Ihohc  we  have  'IcMTilfed.  Utr  iiiiiviTsilies  and  colleges,  her  numerons 
nj;ri(  iillnral  wicielies,  her  WR'ietj'  of  arts  and  niannfactures,  her  royal  society,  royal 
H<'ad('niy,  royal  iihservatory,  Itriti.sh  museum,  marine  and  military'  academies,  her 
fnHii-ly  for  exploriiiK  the  interior  of  Africa.  Iier  missionary  society,  and  her  board  of 
longitude,  are  ]irobab1y  familiar  to  most  of  the  readers  of  this  Prospectus.  We  shall 
jiarliiularise  only  two  or  three  others;  which,  Ijeiiig  of  recent  dale,  are  probably  less 
known. 

Till-  l.ilemry  /'ami.  for  the  relief  of  indifient  authors  and  their  families,  is  an 
iiiMilnliou  of  cKtensivt  and  iiicreasiiiK  beneficence.  It  is  not  merely  a  charitable, 
but  a  patriotic  endowment;  and  its  influence  must  extend  to  other  nations,  and  to 
jMjflterity.     I''or  an  author  of  merit  beloufjs  to  the  world  at  large ;  his  genius  is  not 
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the  property  of  one  age  or  nation,  but  the  general  heritage  of  all.  When  a  fund 
like  this  is  administered  by  men  of  discernment  and  fidelity,  worthy  of  their  trust, 
as  the  one  in  question  certainly  is,  lending  its  aid  to  all  proper  objects,  without 
regard  to  party  or  system,  whether  in  politics,  science,  or  religion,  it  gives  inde- 
pendence to  literary  pursuits.  Men  who  are  fostered  by  it,  or  feel  a  confidence  that 
they  may,  in  case  of  need,  pculake  of  its  munificence,  become  bold  in  the  develop- 
ment of  useful  truths;  they  are  not  discouraged  by  the  dread  of  opposing  the 
opinions  of  vulgar  minds,  whether  among  members  of  the  government,  or  powerful 
individuals. 

This  generous  and  energetic  establishment  owes  it  foundation  to  David  Williams; 
whose  luminous  writings^  as  well  as  other  labors,  in  favor  of  liberty  and  morals,  are 
well  known  in  this  country.  It  was  a  new  attempt  to  utilize  the  gifts  of  fortune,  and 
the  efforts  of  timid  merit.  It  vras  not  till  after  many  years  of  exertion  by  its  patri- 
otic founder,  that  the  institution  assumed  a  vigorous  existence,  became  rich  by  the 
donations  of  the  opulent,  and  popular  from  the  patronage  of  the  first  names  in  the 
kingdom.  It  was  from  this  fund  that  the  one  of  a  similar  nature  in  Paris  was  copied; 
but  the  latter  is  hitherto  far  inferior  to  the  former,  both  in  its  endowments  and  its 
activity. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Royal  Institution  and  the  London  Institution  have  been 
copied  from  the  Lyceum  in  Paris.  But  in  these  instances  the  copies  have  already 
equaled,  if  not  surpassed,  the  original. 

We  have  traced  this  rapid  sketch  of  what  is  doing  for  the  advancement  of  liberal 
knowledge  and  public  improvements  in  other  countries,  for  the  sake  of  grouping  the 
whole  in  one  general  view;  that  we  may  compare  their  establishments  with  our  situ- 
ation, our  wants,  our  means,  and  our  prospects;  reject  what  is  unsuitable  to  us,  adopt 
such  as  would  be  useful,  and  organize  them  as  shall  be  advantageous  in  our  National 
Institution. 

It  is  proposed,  as  already  observed,  that  this  Institution  should  combine  the  two 
great  objects,  research  and  instruction.  It  is  expected  from  every  member  that  he 
will  employ  his  talents  gratuitously  in  contributing  to  \\\^  first  of  these  objects.  The 
second  will  be  the  si)ecial  occupation  of  a  branch  of  the  Institution,  to  be  styled  the 
Professorate.  And,  as  it  is  expected  from  the  members  of  this  branch,  that  they 
devote  their  time  as  well  as  talents  to  the  labor  of  instruction,  they  will  receive  a 
suitable  compensation,  to  be  fixed  by  the  board  of  trustees. 

The  members  of  the  National  Institution  shall  be  elected  from  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  eminent  in  any  of  the  liberal  sciences,  whether  physical,  moral,  politi- 
cal, or  economical ;  in  literature,  arts,  agriculture ;  in  mechanical,  nautical,  or  geo- 
graphical  discoveries.  The  number  of  members  shall  at  no  time  exceed  the  decuple 
of  the  number  of  states,  composing  the  confederation  of  the  United  States.  But  in 
addition  to  these,  it  may  elect  honorary  members  abroad,  not  exceeding  in  number 
one-half  of  that  of  its  members.  And  it  may  likewise  elect  corresponding  members 
within  the  United  States,  or  elsewhere,  not  exceeding  the  last-mentioned  proportion. 

The  members  of  the  Institution  may  divide  themselves  into  several  sections,  for 
their  more  convenient  deliberations  on  the  objects  of  their  several  pursuits,  not 
exceeding  five  sections.  Each  section  shall  keep  a  register  of  its  proceedings.  It 
shall  be  the  duty  of  each  section  to  nominate  candidates  for  members  of  the  Insti- 
tution, suitable  for  such  section.  Which  nomination,  if  there  be  vacancies,  shall 
entitle  such  candidates  to  be  balloted  for  at  the  general  meetings. 

There  shall  be  a  Chancellor  of  the  National  Institution;  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to 
superintend  its  general  concerns.  He  shall,  in  the  first  instance,  be  appointed  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States;  and  hold  his  office  during  the  pleasure  of  the 
Institution.  He  shall  preside  in  its  general  meetings;  direct  the  order  of  its  deliber- 
ations, and  sign  the  diplomas  of  its  members.  He  shall  be  president  of  the  board 
of  trustees;  and,  in  consequence  of  their  appropriations,  order  the  payment  of 
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of  Washington,  or  in  other  parts  of  the  United  States;  anil  make  the  neccaaaiy  regu- 
lations for  tlie  goveriiiiient  and  discipline  of  the  same.  They  may  likewise  establish 
printing  presses  for  the  use  of  the  Institution,  laboratories,  libraries,  and  ttppoiatns 
for  the  sciences  and  the  arts;  and  gardens  for  1)otany  and  agricultural  experiments. 
Tims  organised,  anil  with  proper  endowliieiiLs,  the  National  Institution  will  be  able 
to  expand  itself  to  a  lar^e  breadth  of  public  utility.  It  will,  by  its  correspondence, 
its  various  establishments,  its  premiums,  iU  gratuities,  and  other  encouragements, 
excite  a  scrupulous  attention  to  the  duties  of  education  in  every  part  of  the  United 
States.  By  printing  school  l>ooks  in  the  vast  (jnanlities  that  are  wanted,  and  selling 
them  at  prime  cost,  it  wilt  furnish  them  at  one-tUird  of  the  price  usually  demanded ; 
an<t  by  an  able  selection  or  composition  of  such  as  are  best  adapted  to  the  purpoae,  it 
will  give  a  miiforniily  to  the  moral  sentiment,  a  republican  energy  to  the  character, 
a  lil)eral  cast  to  the  mind  and  manners  of  the  rising  and  following  generations. 
None  will  (!eny  that  these  tilings  are  peculiarly  essential  lo  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try; for  the  preservation  of  their  reptiblican  principles,  and  especially  of  their  federal 

Add  lo  this  the  advantages  that  the  government  will  draw,  iti  ite  projected  plans  of 
public  improvement,  from  this  facility  of  concentrating  the  rays  of  science  upon  the 
most  useful  objects ;  from  directing  the  researches  of  so  many  of  the  ablest  men  in 
the  country  to  the  best  modes  of  increasing  its  productions  and  its  happiness ;  from 
having  a  greater  choice  of  young  and  wel!-taught  engineers,  civil  and  military;  as 
well  as  mechanicians,  architects,  geologists;  and  men  versed  in  the  mathematical 
and  [>olitical  economy. 
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Attached  to  the  university  in  Washington,  and  under  the  direction  of  the  Institu- 
tion, might  be  the  best  position  for  the  military  academy,  now  at  West  Point;  as 
likewise  for  the  naval  academy  and  for  the  mint  of  the  United  States.  The  patent 
office  is  now  an  embarrassing  appendage  to  the  department  x>f  state.  It  might 
occupy  very  usefully  one  of  the  professors  of  this  university.  Tlie  machines  and 
models  belonging  to  it  would  be  useful  ornaments  in  a  lecture  room,  where  mechanics, 
hydraulics,  and  other  branches  of  natural,  philosophy  are  taught.  Such  professor 
might  be  the  proper  person  to  examine  the  applications  for  patents  and  report  upon 
their  merits ;  the  chancellor  might  grant  the  patents.  It  might  likewise  be  advan- 
tageous, that  the  trustees,  when  the  state  of  their  funds  will  permit,  should  purchase 
from  their  proprietors  such  inventions  as,  in  their  opinion,  might  be  of  immediate  and 
general  use ;  and  perhaps  the  chancellor  might  be  authorized  to  refuse  patents  for 
impracticable  things,  and  expose  to  public  view  such  imposters  as  sometimes  apply 
for  them,  with  the  intention  of  imposing  upon  the  credulous,  by  selling  their  fallacious 
privileges  either  in  whole  or  in  part. 

The  geographical  and  mineralogical  archives  of  the  nation  might  be  better  placed 
in  this  university  than  elsewhere.  Being  confided  to  professors,  they  might  draw 
advantages  from  them  in  the  course  of  their  instructions.  Thus  the  Institution  might 
become  a  general  depositary  of  tlie  results  of  scientific  research ;  of  experiments  in 
art,  manufactures,  and  husbandry;  and  of  discoveries  by  voyages  and  travels.  In 
short,  no  rudiment  of  knowledge  should  be  below  its  attention,  no  height  of 
improvement  above  its  ambition,  no  corner  of  our  empire  beyond  its  vigilant  activity 
for  collecting  and  diffusing  information. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  legislature,  as  well  as  our  opulent  citizens,  will  assist  in  making 
a  liberal  endowment  for  so  great  an  object,  and  as  soon  as  circumstances  will  admit; 
as  too  much  time  has  already  been  lost  since  the  government  has  taken  its  definitive 
stand,  in  so  advantageous  a  position  for  the  development  of  this  part  of  otu:  national 
resoiurces. 
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Such  is  the  outline  of  a  system  of  Public  Instruction,  that  would  seem  to  promise 
the  greatest  benefits.  And,  although  under  present  circumstances,  it  is  doubtless  too 
extensive  to  be  carried  into  immediate  practice  in  all  its  parts;  yet  there  are  strong 
reasons  to  wish  that  its  general  basis  may  Ix!  preser\'cd  entire,  in  the  law  for  incor- 
porating the  Institution;  and  that  such  law  may  Ix:  enacted  during  the  present  session 
of  Congress.  Believing  tliat  no  possible  disadvantage  could  arise  from  adopting 
both  of  these  propositions,  we  will  endeavor  to  elucidate  the  advantages  by  a  few 
additional  observations. 

1.  As  we  nmst  solicit  donations  from  individual  citizens,  and  depend  principally 
on  them  for  its  endowment,  we  ought  to  have  a  basis  on  which  they  can  repose  their 
confidence.  This  can  only  be  done  by  a  board  of  trustees,  standing  on  the  ground 
of  a  corporation;  whose  object  is  clearly  defined;  and  which  is  composed  of  men  of 
known  character  and  responsibility,  anxious  themselves  to  promote  the  object,  and 
pledged  in  honor  and  reputation  for  its  ultimate  success. 

2.  The  present  appears  to  be  a  more  favorable  moment  for  an  establishment  of  this 
kind,  and  especially  for  obtaining  donations,  than  can  be  expected  to  arrive  hereafter. 
A  general  opinion  now  prevails,  that  education  has  been  too  nuich  and  too  long  neg- 
lected in  most  parts  of  our  country ;  and  this  opinion  is  happily  acconipanic<l  t)y  a 
liberal  spirit  on  the  subject;  a  spirit  worthy  of  the  age  and  country  in  which  we  live, 
and  of  the  government  that  conducts  our  affairs.  It  is  a  patriotic  spirit,  that  only 
requires  to  be  directed;  but  if  not  directed,  may  soon  be  lost.  The  opinions  and  dis- 
positions of  men  are  changeable.  The  race  of  patriarchs  who  framed  our  political 
systems,  and  are  p>eculiarly  solicitous  to  ensure  their  permanent  support,  are  passing 
off  the  stage  of  public  life.     Children  are  growing  up,  to^  take  tlie  legacy  we  are 


agi;  licr  grt^it  ccjiiccriis.  A  fi-w  finirHis  <•(  lictiirus  <iii  tliisi-  siiliji'ds,  announct;d  in 
llie  puliHc  jxiiK-rs,  to  tie  ilclivereil  tii^xt  wiiitir,  wonlil  lir.iw  to  this  ]>]:ice  many  young 
men  from  tin;  difftrfiit  states;  wlm,  lieiiif;  at  ii  loss  fur  Hit-  rin:iiis  c.f  finiahin^  their 
education,  ore  often  driven  to  KurojK'  for  th;it  pnqHist.  Tliis  «<uilil  l>e  a  be^nning 
for  the  imiversity,  mid  leiiil  to  its  interior  orj;;inisiition.  It  Hoiild  help  to  briug  the 
Institution  into  nolici-,  !«.■  the  iiieims  of  iiii(,'iiniitiiiK  its  tiniimiiienls,  and  enable  the 
trustees  to  dfvist  iiimsnres  for  some  ..f  Ihiir  Imil.li  [!(;■*. 

5.  It  oiiKht  not  to  be  forj-oitin  that  a  (.xntnil  liislLliitioii  of  this  kind  in  the 
I'niti-d  Stiili-s  ivonM  not  only  rtniove  the  ilis;i.!v:int:i«es  Hint  onr  ynnn^  men  now 
exiKTifnie,  in  ln.in),'<>Wi«ul  tu  „hlain  :i  J'^ir-.i.taii  .iliuiition;  but  il  would  federaliie. 
:is  well  as  rqinhlitanise  thoir  i'.hn.;.tion  ill  h..iiiu.  Coniiiif;  toj;etlier  from  all  parts  of 
the-  union,  at  an  a^e,  ivht-n  iiiiprissi,,!!-;  0.1  lli,-  tmiikI  :ire  not  i-asilv  effaced,  the  bent 
of  intellect  will  attain  a  similarity  in  all,  ilivir-^ilied  only  by  what  nature  had  done 
lx.-fore ;  their  moral  characters  ivonl.l  be  ca-l  in  a  kin.lred  mould;  they  would  form 
friendships,  which  their  siibscrjiKiH  jJurMiils  in  life  would  never  destroy.  This 
would  (ircatly  tend  to  stren[,1hen  the  political  union  of  the  slates,  a  union  which, 
though  founded  uii  i)ermaiicnt  interest.  c:ui  only  lie  sup]ji>rtcd  by  a  ijcmianent  sense 
of  that  interest.  In  addition  to  the  other  ndvantajjes  of  stud  v,  we  ought  to  notice 
the  great  political  school  that  will  be  open  to  the  .Htuikiit,  during  the  sessions  of  Con- 
KTess;  the  school  of  jurisprudence  iit  the  federal  cimrts 
etilarKed  ideas,  and  paternal  solicitude  for  the  luitioiial  w 
the  several  departments  of  the  executive  Rover  11  me  1  it. 

When  the  men,  who  shall  have  finished  tlieir  education  in  (his  central  Beat,  shall 
return  to  it  in  iimtiirer  life,  clothed  with  the  ei>nfidenee  of  their  fellow  citizens,  to 
assi.st  in  the  councils  of  the  nation,  the  scene  will  enliven  the  liberal  impressions  of 
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youth,  combined  with  the  cautious  that  experience  will  have  taught.  They  will 
bring  from  home  the  feelings  and  interests  of  their  own  districts;  and  they  will 
mingle  them  here  with  thos^  of  the  nation.  From  such  men  the  Institution  may 
perceive  the  good  it  may  have  done;  and  from  them  it  will  learn  what  new  openings 
may  be  found  in  the  different  states,  for  the  extension  of  its  benefits. 

Washington,  24th  January,  /806. 


APPENDIX  D. 

THE  MORRILL  ACT.« 

AN  ACT  donaiini;  Public  I^nds  to  the  several  Stales  and  Territories  which  may  provide  Colleges 

for  the  Benefit  of  Agriculture  and  Mechanic  Arts. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  of 
America  in  Congress  assembled.  That  there  be  granted  to  the  several  States,  for  the 
purposes  hereinafter  mentioned,  an  amount  of  public  land,  to  be  apportioned  to  each 
State  a  quantity  equal  to  thirty  thousand  acres  for  each  senator  and  representative 
in  Congress  to  which  the  States  are  respectively  entitled  by  the  apportionment  under 
the  census  of  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty  :  Proinded,  That  no  mineral  lands  shall  be 
selected  or  purchased  under  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

Skc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  land  aforesaid,  after  being  surveyed, 
shall  Ix?  apjwrtioned  to  the  several  States  in  sections  or  suMi visions  of  sections,  not 
less  than  one-cjuarter  of  a  section ;  and  whenever  there  are  public  lands  in  a  State 
vsubject  to  sale  at  private  entry  at  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre,  the 
quantity  to  which  sjiid  State  shall  be  entitled  shall  be  selected  from  such  lands  within 
the  limits  of  such  State,  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  is  hereby  directed  to  issue  to 
each  of  the  States  in  which  there  is  not  tiic  quantity  of  public  lands  subject  to  sale  at 
private  entry  at  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre,  to  which  said  State  may 
be  entitled  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  land  scrip  to  the  amount  in  acres  for 
the  deficiency  of  its  distributive  share :  said  scrip  to  l)e  sold  by  said  States  and  the 
proceeds  thereof  applied  to  the  uses  and  purposes  prescribed  in  this  act,  and  for  no 
other  use  or  puqx)se  whatsoever :  Provided,  That  in  no  case  shall  any  State  to  which 
lan<l  scrip  may  thus  be  issued  be  allowed  t(^  locate  the  same  within  the  limits  of  any 
other  State,  or  of  any  Territory  of  the  Unite<l  States,  but  their  assignees  may  thus 
locate  said  land  scrip  upon  any  of  the  unappropriated  lands  of  the  United  States 
subject  to  sale  at  private  entry  at  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents,  or  less,  per  acre: 
And  provided ,  further ,  That  not-more  than  one  million  acres  shall  l)e  located  by  such 
assignees  in  any  one  of  the  States:  And  proiided ,  further,  That  no  such  location 
shall  l)e  made  before  one  year  from  the  passage  of  this  act. 

Skc.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  the  expenses  of  management,  superin- 
tendence, and  taxes  from  date  of  selection  of  said  lands,  previous  to  their  sales,  and 
all  expenses  incurre<l  in  the  management  and  disbursement  of  the  moneys  which  may 
Ix?  receiveil  therefrom,  shall  be  paid  by  the  States  to  which  they  may  belong,  out  of 
the  treasury  of  said  States,  so  that  the  entire  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  said  lands  shall 
be  applied  without  any  diminution  whatever  to  the  purposes  hereinafter  mentioned. 

Skc.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  moneys  derived  from  the  sale  of  the 
lands  aforesaid  by  the  States  to  which  the  lands  are  apportioned,  and  from  the  sales 
of  land  scrip  hereiyljefore  providetl  for,  shall  be  invested  in  stocks  of  the  United 
Stiites,  or  of  the  States,  or  some  other  safe  stocks  yielding  not  less  than  five  per 
centum  upon  the  par  value  of  said  stocks;  and  that  the  moneys  so  invested  shall 
constitute  a  j)erpetual  finul,  the  capital  of  which  shall  remain  forever  undiminished, 
(except  so  far  as  may  Ix;  provided  in  section  fifth  of  this  act,)  and  the  interest  of 


'  Introduced  in  the  House  of  Representatives  by  the  Hon.  Justin  S.  Morrill,  of 

—  • 

Vermont,  and  approved  by  President  Lrincoln,  July  2,  1862. 


the  other  collffttH  which  mny  1>e  endowed  uii<ler  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  also 
one  copy  to  tile  Secrel;iry  of  the  Interior. 

I-'iflh,  When  liinils  shall  lie  selected  from  those  which  liave  been  raised  to  double 
the  Tiiiniininn  price,  in  consequence  of  rnilrond  grants,  they  shall  1>e  computed  to  the 
Ktalt-s  at  the  iTiiiKimum  price,  and  tlie  imnilwr  of  acres  proix>rtioiially  duninislled. 

Sixth.  Nil  State  while  in  a  condition  of  reliellion  or  insurrection  against  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  lliiited  States  sliiill  be  entitled  to  the  lienefit  of  this  act. 

Kei-enlli.  No  State  shall  lie  entitled  to  the  benefitsot  tliisnct  unless  it  shall  expreM 
iWaceeptaucctbereof  by  its  legislature  within  tK-o  years  from  the  date  of  its  approve 
by  the  President. 

Ki;c.  6.  And  he  it  further  cuaetcd,  Tliat  hind  scrip  issued  under  the  provisions  of 
this  act  shall  not  be  subject  to  location  until  after  the  first  day  iif  Januarj',  one  thou- 
sand eight  hun<Ire<I  and  si Kt)' -three. 

SiiO.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  lan<l  officers  shall  receive  the  same 
fees  for  locating  lanil  scrip  issued  un<lcr  the  provisions  of  this  act  as  is  now  allowed 
for  tlie  location  of  uiiiilary  lionnty  land  warrants  under  existing  laws;  Provided, 
Their  maxiniuiii  couii>etisatioti  shall  not  be  thereby  increased. 

Skc.  8.  And  be  it  further  emited,  That  the  Governors  of  the  several  States  to 
wbicli  scrip  shall  l>c  issued  unilcr  tins  act  shall  be  rei|uircil  to  report  annually  to 
Congress  all  sales  made  of  such  scrip  until  tile  wliolc  shall  lie  disposed  of,  the  amount 
received  tor  the  same,  and  what  appropriation  has  been  made  of  tlie  proceeds. 

Approved,  July  2,  1862, 


/u<''^^^:>~jii^>^-^^A^ 


AA^ 
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THE  HATCH  ACT.* 

[Porty-ninth  Congress,  second  session,  chapter  314,  Statutes  of  the  United  States,  Vol.  XXIV, 

page  440.] 

AN  ACT  to  establish  agricultural  experiment  stations  in  connection  with  the  colleges  established 
in  the  several  States  under  the  provisions  of  an  act  approved  July  second,  eighteen  hundred  and 
sixty-two,  and  of  the  acts  supplementary  thereto. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  of 
America  in  Congress  assembled^  That  in  order  to  aid  in  acquiring  and  diffusing 
among  the  people  of  tlie  United  States  useful  and  practical  information  on  subjects 
connected  with  agriculture,  and  to  promote  scientific  investigation  and  experiment 
respecting  tlie  principles  and  applications  of  agricultural  science,  there  shall  be 
established,  under  direction  of  the  college  or  colleges  or  agricultural  department  of 
colleges  in  each  State  or  Territory  established,  or  which  may  hereafter  be  established, 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  an  act  approved  July  second,  eighteen  hundreil 
and  sixty-two,  entitled  "An  act  donating  public  lands  to  the  several  States  and  Ter- 
ritories which  may  provide  colleges  for  tlie  benefit  of  agriculture  and  tlie  mechanic 
arts,"  or  any  of  the  supplements  to  said  act,  a  department  to  l)e  known  and  desig- 
nated as  an  "agricultural  experiment  station:**  Provided^  That  in  any  State  or  Ter- 
ritory in  which  two  such  colleges  have  been  or  may  be  so  established  the  appropria- 
tion hereinafter  made  to  such  State  or  Territory  shall  l)e  equally  divided  between 
such  colleges,  unless  the  legislature  of  such  State  or  Territory  shall  otherwise  direct. 

Skc.  2.  That  it  shall  be  the  object  and  duty  of  said  experiment  stations  to  conduct 
original  researches  or  verify  exi>eriments  on  the  physiology  of  plants  and  animals; 
tlie  diseases  to  which  they  are  severally  subject,  with  the  remedies  for  the  same; 
the  chemical  composition  of  useful  plants  at  their  different  stages  of  growth;  the 
comparative  advantages  of  rotative  cropping  as  pursued  under  a  varying  series  of 
crops;  the  capacity  of  new  plants  or  trees  for  acclimation;  the  analysis  of  soils  and 
water;  the  chemical  composition  of  manures,  natural  or  artificial,  with  experiments 
designed  to  test  their  comparative  effects  on  crops  of  different  kinds;  tlie  adaptation 
and  value  of  grasses  and  forage  plants;  the  composition  and  digCvStibility  of  the  dif- 
ferent kinds  of  food  for  domestic  animals;  the  scientific  and  economic  questions 
involved  in  the  production  of  butter  and  cheese;  and  such  other  researches  or  experi- 
ments bearing  directly  on  the  agricultural  industry  of  the  United  States  as  may  in 
each  case  be  deemed  advisable,  having  due  regard  to  the  varying  conditions  and 
needs  of  the  respective  States  or  Territories. 

Sec.  3.  That  in  order  to  secure,  as  far  as  practicable,  uniformity  of  methods  and 
results  in  the  work  of  said  stations,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  United  States  Com- 
missioner of  Agriculture  to  furnish  forms,  as  far  as  practicable,  for  the  tabulation  of 
results  of  investigation  or  experiments;  to  indicate,  from  time  to  time,  such  lines  of 
inquiry  as  to  him  shall  seem  most  important;  and,  in  general,  to  furnish  such  advice 
and  assistance  as  will  best  promote  the  purposes  of  this  act.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of 
each  of  siiid  stations,  annually,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  February,  to  make  to  the 
governor  of  the  State  or  Territory  in  which  it  is  located  a  full  and  detailed  report  of 
its  operations,  including  a  statement  of  receipts  and  expenditures,  a  copy  of  which 
report  shall  be  sent  to  each  of  said  stations,  to  the  said  Commissioner  of  Agriculture, 
and  to  the  Secretar}-  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 

Skc.  4.  That  bulletins  or  reports  of  progress  shall  be  published  at  said  stations  at 
least  once  in  three  months,  one  copy  of  which  shall  be  sent  to  each  newspaper  in  the 
States  or  Territories  in  which  they  are  respectively  located,  and  to  such  individuals 
actually  engaged  in  farming  as  may  request  the  same,  and  as  far  as  the  means  of  the 


'  Introduced  in  the  House  of  Representatives  in  1885  by  the  Hon,  William  H.  Hatch 
of  Missouri,  and  approved  by  President  Cleveland,  March  2,  1887. 


liavc  establislied  under  tlie  provisions  of  said  act  of  Jul)'  sc-coinl  aforesaid,  an  agri- 
cultural department  or  experimental  station,  in  connection  with  anj-  university,  col- 
lege, ot  institution  not  distinctively  an  agricultural  college  or  school,  and  such  State 
shall  have  established  or  shall  hereafter  establish  a  separate  agricultural  colle^  or 
scliool,  which  shall  have  connected  therewith  an  experimental  fnmi  or  station,  the 
legislature  of  such  State  may  apjity  in  whole  or  in  part  the  appropriation  by  this 
act  made,  to  such  separate  agricultural  college  or  school,  and  no  legislature  shall  by 
contract  express  or  implied  disable  iLseU  from  so  doing. 

Sec.  9.  That  the  grants  of  moneys '  authoriied  by  this  act  are  made  subject  to  the 
legislative  assent  ot  the  several  States  and  Territories  to  the  purposes  of  said  grants: 
I'rovided,  That  payment  of  such  instalments  of  the  appropriation  herein  made  as 
shall  become  due  to  any  State  liefore  the  adjournnient  of  the  regular  session  of  its 
legislature  meeting  next  after  the  passage  of  this  act  shall  lie  made  upon  the  assent 
of  the  governor  thereof  duly  cerlifitil  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Skc.  10,  Nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  held  or  construed  as  bin<liug  the  United 
States  to  continue  any  payment  from  the  Treasury  to  any  or  all  the  Slates  or  institu- 
tions mentioned  in  this  act.  but  Congress  may  at  any  time  amendi  suspend,  or  repeal 
any  or  all  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

Approved,  March  2,  1887. 

■  The  grants  of  money  to  carrj-  out  the  provisions  of  this  act  amounted  in  1887-88 
to  JsSj.oQo,  in  1888-89  to  595,000,  in  1889-90  to  J600, 000,  and  for  1890-91  the  amonat 
estimated  is  1630,000. 
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APPENDIX  E. 

A    LIST    OF    STATE    UNIVERSITIES    AND    FEDERAL     LAND-GRANT 
CCXULEOES,  \A^ITH  THE  DATES  OF  THEIR  ORGANIZATION. 

N0T9. — Most  of  the  State  universities  owe  their  origin  wholly  or  in  part  to  Fed- 
eral land  grants  in  connection  with  the  Morrill  act,  or  by  special  acts  passed  by  Con- 
gress. The  thirteen  original  States  and  six  others  have  received  no  land  grants, 
except  for  agricultural  and  mechanical  colleges.  All  the  Territories  have  had  land 
grants  for  education^  purposes  except  tlie  District  of  Columbia  and  Alaska.  Of 
tie  thirteen  original  states  only  four— Virginia,  Georgia,  and  North  and  South  Caro- 
lina— have  founded  and  maintained  State  universities;  six — Massachusetts,  Connecti- 
cut, Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey,  Rhode  Island,  and  New  Hampshire — founded  in 
colonial  days  institutions  which  have  become  practically  State  universities;  New 
York,  though  fairly  liberal  to  its  colleges,  has  never  concentrated  its  patronage; 
Marylanrl  and  Delaware  have  practically  ignored  the  university  question.  In  the 
other  States  without  grants — Vermont,  Maine,  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Texas,  and 
West  Virginia — the  efforts  to  found  State  institutions  have  been  attended  with  much 
difficulty,  and  it  is  evident  to  one  who  studies  the  subject  that  their  educational  sys- 
tems are  probably  much  less  prosperous  than  they  would  have  been  had  they  received 
assistance  from  the  General  Government  similar  to  that  given  their  sister  States.* 

Ill  the  following  list  institutions  wholly  or  in  part  supported  by  the  State  are  des- 
ignated by  the  symbol  f.  Institutions  organized  or  extended  in  scope  in  connection 
with  the  iKlorrill  act  of  1862  are  designated  by  the  symbol  *.  Institutions  main- 
tained in  connection  witli  the  Hatch  act  are  designated  by  the  symbol  A-  Institu- 
tions whose  names  are  indented  are  subordinate^l  to  those  which  precede  them. 

The  total  amount  of  land  given  by  the  General  Government  for  State  educational 
work  has  been  1,995,920  acres.  The  total  amount  appropriated  by  the  States  for 
higher  education  is  shown  by  Blackmar  to  have  been  f 27, 475,646. 

I  am  indebted  to  Professor  F.  W.  Blackmar,  Professor  W.  O.  Acwater,  and  Mr.  A. 
C.  True  for  the  facts  embodied  in  the  following  tables: 

ALABAMA. 

(Territorj*.  1S17;  State,  1S19;  land  grant,  1S18-19,) 

tUNIVKRSTTY  OF   Al^ABAMA,    Tuscaloosa,   1819-182I. 

*Ar,ABAMA   AORICUI^TURAI,  AND   MECHANICAL  C0I.I.KGK,  Aubum,   1872. 

AAgriculturai,  Expkriment  Station,  Auburn,  1883. 

/AfCANKBRAKE  AGRICUI^TURAI;,  EXPERIMENT  STATION,   Uuiontown,  1885. 

Alabama  Historical  Society,  Tuscaloosa,  185 1. 
No  scientific  society  in  the  State. 

ALASKA. 
(Territory,  1872.) 

No  colleges. 

Alaska  Historical  Society,  Sitka,  1890. 

Society  of  Alaskan  Natural  History  and  Ethnology,  Sitka,  1887. 

ARIZONA. 

(Territory,  1863;  land  grant,  1881.) 

University  of  Arizona,  Tucson,  1889. 

COLI.EGE  OK  AGRICUI,TURE,  UNIVERSITY  OF  ARIZONA,  Tucson,  1889. 

No  historical  or  scientific  society. 


'  See  Blackmar' s  Federal  and  State  Aid  to  Higher  Education. 


(Setllert,  i6j4;  Slnli-,  17!«.| 

Yai,k  University,  New  Haven,  1700. 

*Shkffiki,d  SciKNTiKic  School  ok  Yale  Univkrsitv,  1847  and  1864. 
^;t  Connecticut  Aoricultukal  Ivxi-krimknt  Station,  Ntw  Haven, 
ami  1877. 
SToRhS  Ac.RlCULTURAL  SCHOOL,  Maiisfteld,  18S1, 

STOHHs  School  Aoriculthral  Kxpkrimknt  Station,  iSSS. 
Connecticut  Academy  of  Sciences,  New  Haven, 1799. 
Connecticut  Historical  Society,  Hartfonl,  iSss- 

DAKOTA,  NORTH. 


(?)  University  of  North  Dakota,  Grand  I'orks,  1SS3-4. 
North  Dakota  Agricultural  Collkhe,  Kargo,  isgo. 
No  State  historical  or  scientific  society, 

DAKOTA.  SOUTH. 

(?)  University  of  South  Dakota,  Vermilion,  1SS3. 
t  South  Dakota  Agricultural  Collkoe.  BrookiiiKs,  iSSg, 
South  Dakota  Agricultural  ?:xpkriment  Station,  Brookinjjs,  1 
South  Dakota  School  of  Mines,  Rajiid  City,  iSse, 
No  State  historical  or  scienlifiL-  sociilv. 


jrlolU    S  NMim'iMiiitum,  189'.    P"ll'- 


'%t<. 


Benjamin  Peiroe. 
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DELAWARE. 

(Settled,  1638;  SUte,  1787.) 

t*DEl*AWARE  Coi*l,EGE,  Newark,  1834,  1851,  and  1871. 
A  Delaware  College  Agricultural  Experiment  Station, 'Newark,  1888. 

Historical  Society  of  Delaware,  Wilmington,  1884. 
No  scientific  society. 

FLORIDA. 

(Territory,  1821;  State,  1845;  land  grrant,  1845.) 

*  Florida  State  Agricultural  and  Mechanical  College,  Lake  City,  1884. 
A  Agricultural  Experiment  Station  of  Florida,  Lake  City,  1888. 

Historical  Society  of  Florida,  St.  Augustine. 

GEORGIA. 

(Settled,  1732;  State,  1788.) 

t*  University  of  Georgia,  Athens  [1784],  1801. 

Georgia  State  College  of  Agriculture  and  Mechanic  Arts,  of  the 
University  of  Georgia,  Athens,  1872. 
A  Georgia  Agricultural  Experiment  Station,  Athens,  1888. 
Southwest  Georgia  Agricultural  College,  University  of  Georgia, 

Cuthbert,  1879. 
North  Georgia  Agricultural  College,  University  of  Georgia,  Dah- 

lonega,  1873. 
West  Georgia  Agricultural  and  Mechanical  College,  Hamilton,  1882. 
Middle  Georgia  Military  and  Agricultural  College,  University  of 

Georgia,  Milledgeville,  1880. 
South  Georgia  College  of  Agriculture  and  the  Mechanic  Arts, 
University  of  Geor(;ia,  Thomasville,  1879. 
t Atlanta  University  (colored),  Atlanta,  1859. 

Georgia  Historical  Society,  Savannah,  1839. 
No  scientific  society. 

ILLINOIS. 
(Territorj',  1S09;  State,  181.S;  land  grants,  1804  and  1818.) 

t University   of   Illinois,  Urbana,   1868.     (Formerly  Illinois  Industrial  Uni- 
versity. 

*  College  of  Agriculture  of  the  University  of  Illinois,  Urbana,  1867. 
A  Agricultural  Experiment  Station  of  the  University  of  Illinois, 

Champaign,  1888. 

Illinois  State  Historical  Society,  Champaign. 
No  State  scientific  society. 

INDIANA. 
(Territory,  1800;  State,  1816;  land  grants,  1804  and  1816.) 

t  Indiana  University,  Bloomington,  1820-26.      (Successor  to  Vincennes  Uni- 
versity, 1806.) 
Purdue  University,  Lafayette,  1874. 

*  School  of  Agriculture,  Horticulture,  and  Veterinary  Science  of 

Purdue  University,  Lafayette,  1873. 
A  Agricultural  Station  of  Indiana,  Lafayette,  1887. 

Indiana  Historical  Society,  Indianapolis,  1832. 
Indiana  Academy  of  Sciences  (unlocalized),  1885. 


ei-n  iiinde  to  Brnvdoiii  ColU-)^e,  1794-1^01,  and  to  Colby  Uni- 
-ville  Collegt.  1818. 
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MARYLAND. 

(Settled,  1631 ;  SUte,  1788.) 

[UnivkrsiTy  of  Maryi^nd,  organized  1784;  abandoned,  1805.] 
*Maryi^nd  AGRICUI.TURAI,  C01.1.KGK,  Agricultural  College  [1856],  1859. 
AMARYI.AND  Agricui,TURaIv  EXPERIMENT  STATION,  Agricultural  College, 
1888. 

Maryland  Academy  of  Sciences,  1822. 
Maryland  Historical  Society,  Baltimore. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 
(Settled,  1620 ;  Stetc,  1788.) 

Harvard  University,  Cambridge,  1636.' 

♦Massachusictts  Institute  of  Technoi^ocy,  Boston,  1863-1865. 
*  Massachusetts  Agricultural  College,  Amherst,  1856,  1863,  and  1867. 
t  Massachusetts  State   Agricultural  Expicriment  Station,  Amherst, 

1882  and  1888. 
A  Hatch  Experiment  Station  ok  Massachusetts  Agricultural  Col- 
lege, Amherst,  1888. 

American  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  1 780. 
Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  Boston. 

MICHIGAN. 

(Territor>',  1S05;  State,  1836;  land  grant,  1S36.) 

t  University  ok  Michigan,  Ann  Arbor  [181 7],  1836,  1840. 
♦Michigan  Agricultural  College,  Agricultural  College  [1855],  1857. 
A  Experiment  Station  of  Michigan  Agricultural  College,  Agricul- 
tural College,  1888. 

Historical  Society  of  Michigan,  Detroit. 
No  academy  of  sciences. 

MINNKvSOTA. 

(Territory,  1K49;  State,  1S58  ;  land  grants,  1S57,  i86i,and  1870.) 

t*  University  of  Minnicsota,  Minneapolis  [1857],  1868. 

College  of  Agriculture  and  Mechanic  Arts  of  the  University  of 
Minnesota,  Saint  Anthony  Park,  1868. 

t State  vSchool  of  Agriculture  of  the  University  of  Minnesota, 
Saint  Anthony  Park, '1888. 

A  Agricultural  Experiment  Station  of  the  University  of  Minne- 
sota, Saint  Antliony  Park,  1888. 

Minnesota  Historical  Society,  St.  Paul. 
Minnesota  Academy  of  Science,  Minneapolis,  1873. 
St.  Paul  Academy  of  Sciences,  St.  Paul. 

MIvSSIvSSIPPI. 
(Territory,  1798;  State,  1817;  land  grants,  1803,  i«i9.) 

[Jefferson  College,  Washington,  1803 — discontinued.] 
t  University  of  Mississippi,  Oxford,  1874. 


*The  appropriations  by  the  State  to  Harvard  have  amounted  to  f  784, 793,  in  addi- 
tion to  46,000  acres  of  land.  The  State  has  also  given  |i57,500  to  Williams,  and 
152,500  to  Amherst.— Blackmar. 


t*STATK  I'NIVKRSITY  OF  NKVADa,  Reno  [1865].  I«7J. 

School  "k  Ac.Ricri,TrBiiN>i'  Thk  Niivaoa  Statk  1'mvi:rsitv,  Reno,  1877. 
ANnvADA  STATJt  Ao.RIcri.Tt'RAr,  Station,  Reno. 
No  .scielllilic  or  hislorical  society. 

NEW  H.-VMPSIIIRK. 

(Hfltlctl.»^i9;Sliile.i7SK.) 

Dartmotith  Coi.i.RCK.  Hanover  [1758],  1770. 

•New  Hampshibe  Collkck  of  AGnicrLTfRE  and  thk  Mechanic  Arts  (in 
connection  with  Diirtmouth  Colk-Rti,  Hanover  [1S66],  1S68. 
ANEW  Hamp.shire  ACHiCULTLiRAi,  lixi'EKiMKNT  STATION,  Hanover,  1888. 
New  Hampshire  Historical  Society,  Cotieortl,  1S23. 
No  academy  of  science. 


«uin,  IS«7.     Pit  II. 


^^^<*i^*-^>«^ 


■  f 


H    I 


National  Scientific  and  Educational  Institutions,  351 

NEW  JERSEY. 
(Settled,  1614-20;  State,  1787.) 

Coi.i:.RGE  OP  New  Jersey,  Princeton,  1746. 
♦Rutgers  Scientific  Schooi.  of  Rutgers  Coi,i,ege,  New  Brunswick.    Made 
State  College  of  Agriculture  and  the  Mechanic  Arts  [1864],  1865. 
tNEw  Jersey  State  Agricui^turai,  Experiment  Station,  New  Brunswick, 

1880. 
ANEW  Jersey  Agricui^turai,  Coi.i,ege  Experiment  Station.  New  Bruns- 
wick, 1888. 

New  Jersey  Historical  Society,  Newark,  1845. 
«  No  academy  of  science. 

NEW  MEXICO. 

(Territory,  1850;  land  grant,  1R54.) 

University  of  New  Mexico,  Santa  Fe,  1881. 
tAGRiCULTURAi.  Coi^i^EGE  OF  NEW  MEXICO,  Las  Cruces.     Established  by  Ter- 
ritorial legislature,  1S88-89. 

Historical  Society  of  New  Mexico,  Santa  Fe. 

NEW  YORK. 

(Settled,  1613;  State,  17H.S.) 

The  University  of  New  York,  1787,  is  not  a  teaching  Ixxly.  It  is  in  indirect 
relationship  with  Columbia  Collej^e,  1754,  Union  College,  Hamilton  College, 
and  numerous  collegiate  and  technical  schools. 

*CoRNEi*i<  Unfv^ERSITy,  Ithaca  [1865],  1868. 

COLI^EGE  OF  AGRICULTURE  OF  CORNELL  UNIVERSITY,  Ithaca,  1888. 

A  Cornell  University  Agricultural  Experiment  Station,  Ithaca,  1879. 
tNEw  York  Agricultural  Experiment  Station,  Geneva,  1882. 
New  York  Historical  Society,  New  York,  1804. 
New  York  Academy  of  Sciences,  181 7. 

NORTH  CAROLINA. 

(Settled,  1653;  State,  1789.) 

t University  of  North  Carolina,  Chapel  Hill  [1789],  1795. 
*  North  Carolina  Colle(.e  of  Agriculture  and  Mechanic  Arts,  Raleigh. 
Established  by  SUite,  1889. 
At  North  Carolina  Agricultural  Experiment  Station,  Raleigh,  1877 
and  1S87. 

OHIO. 

(Tcrritor>-,  17S.S;  State,  1S03;  land  grants,  1792  and  1803.) 

Ohio  I'nivkrsitv,  Athens,  1804. 

Miami  University,  Oxford,  1809,  1816. 

t*OHi()  State  University,  Columbus.     Chartered  1870;  organized  Septeml)er 

17.  1873. 
A  Ohio  Agricultural  Experiment  Station,  Columbus,  1882  and  1888. 

Historical  and  I'hilosophical  Society  of  Ohio,  Cincinnati. 
No  State  scientific  society. 
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TEXAS. 
(Annexed,  1846;  State,  1845.) 

fUNivKRSiTY  OF  TEXAS,  Austin  [1839],  '866. 

*  STATE  AGRICUI.TURAI,  AND  Mi$CHANiCAi«  CoLi^KGE  OF  TEXAS,  College  Station 

[I87I],  1876. 

A  Texas  Agricui^turai,  Experiment  Station,  College  Station,  1888. 
No  historical  or  scientific  society. 

UTAH. 

(Territory,  1850;  land  grant,  1855.) 

University  of  Deseret,  Salt  I^ke  City,  1850. 

t  Utah  Agricultitrai.  Coij^ege,  Logan  City.  Established  by  Territorial  legis- 
lature, March  8,  1888. 

VERMONT. 

(Settled,  1755-5^:  State,  1791.) 

*  University  of  Vermont  [1791],  1800,  and 
State  Agricui,turai^  Cou^EGE,  Burlin^on,  1865-67. 

At  Vermont  State  Agricultural  ICxi'Kriment  Station,   Burlington,  1887. 

Vermont  Historical  Society,  Montpclier. 

VIRGINIA. 

(Settled,  1609;  State,  17.SS.) 

[Cou.KGE  OF  IlENRlCO.      rrojccted  in  1620]. 
William  and  Mary  CoLLEtiiv,  Williainsburt^h,  1691. 
fl^NiVERSlTV  OK  VIRGINIA,  Charlottesvillv.  iSiy. 

*  Virginia  Agricilti  ral  and  Mkchanical  College,  Blacksburg,  1872. 

AVlR(;iNIA    At.RICULTURAL    Kxi'KRIMKNT   vSTATION,    lUacksbufg,   1888. 

*IIami»T(>n  Normal  and  A(;ricitltural  Institute,  Hampton.  Organized  by 
American  Missionary  Society,  April,  1868;  reorganized  under  charter  from 
State,  June,  1870. 

Virginia  Historical  Society,  Richmond,  183 1. 

WASHINGTON. 
(Territory,  1S53;  State,  1S89.) 

University  ok  Washington,  Seattle,  1862. 

WEST  VIRGINIA. 

(State.  1S62.) 

t*  West  Virginia  University,  Morgantown,  1S67. 

Agricultural  Department  of  WivST  Virginia  University,  Morgantown. 
A  West  Virginia  Experiment  Station,  Morgantown,  i8«S8. 
West  Virginia  Historical  Society,  Morgantown. 
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THH  BEGINNINGS  OF  NATURAL  HISTORY  IN  AMERICA.' 


By  Gkorgk  Brown  Goodh, 
President  of  the  Biological  Society  of  Washington. 

Is  not  science  a  growth  ?  Has  not  science,  too,  its  embryology  ?  And  must  not  the 
neglect  of  its  embryology  lead  to  ^  misunderstanding  of  the  principles  of  its  evolution 
and  of  its  existing  organization  ? 

Spknckr  :   The  Genesis  of  Science. 
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I. 

Three  centuries  ago  the  only  Rnglish  settlement  in  America  was  the 
little  colony  of  one  hundred  and  eight  men  which  Raleigh  had  planted 
five  months  before  upon  Roanoke  Island,  in  North  Carolina. 

The  17th  of  August,  1885,  was  the  anniversary  of  one  of  the  most 
noteworthy  events  in  the  history  of  America,  for  it  marked  the  three 
hundredth  return  of  the  date  when  Sir  Richard  Grenville  brought  to  its 
shores  this  sturdy  company  of  pioneers,  who,  by  their  sojourn  on  this 
side  of  the  Atlantic,  prepared  the  way  for  the  great  annies  of  immigrants 
who  were  to  follow. 

It  was  also  the  anniversary  of  an  important  event  in  the  history  of 
science,  for  among  the  colonists  was  Thomas  Harriot,  the  first  English 
man  of  science  who  crossed  the  Atlantic.  His  name  is  familiar  to  few 
save  those  who  love  the  time-browned  pages  and  quaint  narrations  of 
Hakluyt,  Purchas,  and  Pinkerton ;  yet  Harriot  was  foremost  among  the 


'  Annual  presidential  address  delivered  at  the  sixth  anniversary  meeting  of  the 
Hiological  Society  of  Washington,  February  6.  1886,  in  the  lecture  room  of  the 
United  States  National  Museum. 
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QUI   OMNES  SCIENTIAS    CALLUIT   AC   IN   OMNIBUS   EXCEI.I.UIT 

MATHEMATICIS,    PIIILOSOPIIICIS,    THKOLOGICIS, 

VERITATIS,    INDAGATOR   STUDIOSISSIMUS, 

DKI   TRINIUNU'-S    I'lISSIMUS. 


■  Jaiiics  S.  ar.  AiKkTsoii,  History  of  tht-  Cliurch  of  Enj;Uiml  in  the  Colonies,  p.  86, 
Lonilon,  rH45-56. 

'Robert  Hues,  Tract atii s  de  Globis,  etc.,  1611-63. 

3  Harriot  was  also  a  fricitd  aiiJ  coniiKinion  of  R;ilci);li  <liirinK  his  iiiiprisontnent  in 
the  Towtr  ( i6c>3-r6i6),  nnil  was  his  colhiborator  in  the  jirt-piiration  of  the  Historj- 
of  tht  Wfirld.  His  fick-lity  wiis  rcwjinltrl  by  that  iiistinf,'iii,4u-il  iiuthorily,  Chief 
Justice  I'ophani,  who  denounCL-ii  him  from  thJ  l.cmrh  as  "a  devil." 


% 
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He  was  especially  eminent  in  the  field  of  mathematics.  ''Harriott/' 
says  Hallam,  "was  destined  to  make  the  last  great  discovery  in  the  pure 
science  of  algebra.  .  .  .  Harriott  arrived  at  a  complete  theory  of 
the  genesis  of  equations,  which  Cardan  and  Vieta  had  but  partially  con- 
ceived.**." 

His  improvements  in  algebra  were  adopted,  we  are  told,  by  Descartes, 
and  for  a  considerable  time  imposed  upon  the  French  as  his  own  inven- 
tion, but  the  theft  was  at  last  detected  and  exposed  by  Doctor  Wallis  in 
his  Treatise  of  Algebra,  both  Theoretical  and  Practical,  London,  1685/ 

"Oldys,  in  his  Life  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  has  shown,"  says  Stitli, 
"that  the  famous  French  philosopher,  Descartes,  borrowed  much  of  his 
Ught  from  this  excellent  mathematician,  and  that  the  learned  Doctor 
Wallis  gave  the  preference  to  Hariot\s  iniprovenients  l)efore  Dcscarte's, 
although  he  had  the  advantage  of  coming  after  and  being  assisted  by 
him."' 

Harriot's  papers  were  left  after  his  death  in  the  ix)ssession  of  the  Percy 
family  at  Petworth,  where  they  were  examined  in  1787  by  Doctor  Zach, 
and  later  by  Professor  Rigaud,  of  Oxford,  who,  in  1833,  published 
in  his  supplement  to  the  works  of  James  Bradle}',  An  Accoiuit  of 
Thomas  Harriot's  Astronomical  Papers.  His  observations  on  Halley's 
comet  in  1607  are  still  referred  to  as  \y^\\\%  of  ^reat  importance.  Zach 
pronounced  him  an  eminent  astronomer,  both  theoretical  and  practical. 
**He  was  the  first  observer  of  the  solar  spots,  on  which  he  made  a  hun- 
dred and  ninety-nine  ol)servations;  lie  also  made  many  excellent  obser- 
vations on  the  satellites  of  Jupiter,  and,  indeed,  it  is  probable  that  he  dis- 
covered them  as  early  if  not  earlier  than  (lalileo. ' '  ^ 

A  posthumous  work,  Artes  Anah  ticce  Praxis  ad  ^liquationes  alge- 
braicas  nova,  exjK^dita  et  jj^enerali  Metliodo  resolvendas,  e  posthumis 
Thomas  Harriot,  was  pul)lislied  in  1631  l)y  his  friend  and  associate, 
Walter  Warner,  and  there  is  in  the  library  c)f  Sion  College  a  manu- 
script work  of  his  entitled  Ephemeris  Chyrometrica. 

Wcx>d  says  that,  "notwithstanding  his  great  skill  in  mathematics,  he 
had  strange  thoughts  of  the  Scriptures,  always  undervalued  the  old 
stor}'  of  the  creation  of  the  world,  and  would  never  believe  that  trite 
proposition,  *  l\x  nihilo  nihil  fit.'" 

Stith.  the  historian  of  Virginia,  protests,  however,  against  the  charge 


'  Henry  Ilallam,  Intrcxhiction  to  the  Literature  of  luirope  in  the  Fifteenth,  Six- 
teenth, ami  Seventeenth  Centuries,  4th  ed.,  1S54;  I,  pp.  454,  45*6;  II,  p.  223;  III, 
p.  iSi.  See  also  J.  K.  Montuchi,  Histoire  <les  Matheniatiques  *  Krsch  an<l  Grul>er, 
Al;^enieine  Kncykloptedie. 

-  It  would  appear,  however,  that  Wallis  may  have  Ix'en  too  enthuMastic  in  his  admi- 
ration of  the  ICnglish  mathematician.  Hallam  states  that  he  ascribed  to  Harriot  a 
lon;^  list  of  discoveries  which  have  since  l)een  reclaimed  for  Cardan  and  Vieta. 

^William  Stith,  History  of  The  First  Discovery  and  Settlement  of  Virj^inia, 
Williamsburg.  1747,  i>.  20. 

*  John  M.  Good  and  Olinthus  Gilbert  Gregory,  The  Pautolo^vat^  V  ^  V^VV 


ot  the  Indians  and  their  customs  and  beliefs,  though  strongly  tinctured 


■  History  ot  the  First  Discovery  anrt  Settlement  of  Virginia,  Williamshurg,   1747, 

"1590.  HARIOT(orHarTiott), THOMAS.  A  Briefe  and  True  Report  |  of  theNew 
Found  Land  of  Virginia  {  of  the  commodilies  anil  of  llie  natnre  nnd  man  {  nersof  the 
natnrall  inhabitants.  Discouered  by  the  Rngtisll  Colony  there  seated  by  Sir  Rich- 
ard  I  Grtinuile  Kniglit  In  the  yeere  1585.  Which  reina  j  ined  Vniler  the  gouem- 
meiit  of  twelue  iiionethcs,  |  At  the  ,>ipecia1  charge  and  direction  of  the  Honou-  |  rable 
SIR  WALTER  RALEIGH  Ktnglit  lord  Wanlen  |  of  the  sl:inn<.ries  Who  therein 
hath  beetle  fauovired  |  ami  aiithoriseil  by  her  MAIIvSTIK  1  ;  :inrl  her  letters  patents: 
I  This  tore  lx>oke  Is  made  in  F.nKhsh  |  Ily  Thomas  Hariot,  wrnaiit  to  the  above 
named  |  Sir  WALTKR,  a  menilKT  of  the  Colony  anil  there  |  inii)loycd  in  discouer- 
inn  I  CUM  <.;RATIA  ICT  I'RIVILKGK)  CAKS.  MA"^  Sl'KClAi-^  |  Francoforti  a.l 
M'cniini  I  Tvpis  Io:uiiiis  Wtchcli.  sumtibus  \vr<>  Thi-tJiIori  |  DeBry  Anno  CIC  IC 
XC,  ;  v.>..:.k-s  r<>i.erm,nttr  in  officiiia  Sigi^nnnili  Feir^iU-mHi.  |  4"'.  pp.  1-33  (1). 
Title  pa^'o  with  onianKiUal  borrkr  of  nri-liitf.:lur;d  dt'siRTi. 

by  ,S:ibinu.  arc  in  the  lirilUli  Mn^uuni  and  liodltiitn  lil.niries  and  in  the  private  col- 
lections iif  ML-ssrs.  U-nox,  Ilrown,  Ctiri-;lie-llilkr,  and  Manti,  bi^sides  an  imperfect 
copy  in  the  libr.iry  of  ILirvard  Colley^'  and  one  in  Ibe  iios>essi<m  of  Sir  Thomas 
I'hiilipps.  At  a  .-^de  iu  T.oti.l.jn  in  iSS-,  a  (■.ijiy  si.ld  for  /><!.  A  reproduction  in 
plioMilboKraphic  facsimile  \ias  issued  l.v  Sabine  in  New  York  in  1875. 
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with  prepossessed  ideas  concerning  them,  is  thorough  and  scholarly,  and 
one  of  the  fullest  and  most  reliable  of  the  early  treatises  upon  the  inhabi- 
tants of  North  America. 

The  chief  man  of  the  Roanoke  colony,  Sir  Ralph  Lane,  usually  spoken 
of  as  the  first  governor  of  Virginia,  was  a  man  of  great  energy  and 
enterprise,'  and  with  the  help  of  Harriot  planned  and  conducted  expe- 
ditions in  every  direction — southward,  80  leagues  toSecotan,  **an  Indian 
town,  lying  between  the  rivers  Pampticoe  and  Neus; ''  to  the  northwest, 
up  the  Albemarle  Sound  and  Chowan  River  to  the  forks  of  the  Meherrin 
and  Nottaway;  and  north,  130  miles  to  the  Elizabeth  River,  on  the  south 
side  of  Chesapeake  Bay. 

Besides  his  description  of  the  Indians,  Harriot  wrote  *  *  a  particular 
narrative  of  all  the  beasts,  birds,  fishes,  fowls,  fruits,  and  roots,  and  how 
they  may  be  useful."  A  systematic  report  could  hardly  l^e  expected 
from  one  who  lived  a  century  and  a  half  l>efore  Linnaeus,  but  if  we  keep 
in  mind  the  condition  of  zoology  at  that  day  we  can  but  l3e  pleased  with 
the  fullness  of  his  narrative. 

He  collected  the  names  of  twenty-eight  species  of  mammals,  twelve  of 
these,  including  the  black  1x*ar,  the  gray  squirrel,  the  cony  or  hare,  the 
otto,  and  the  possum  and  raccoon  {Saqucnuckot  and  Maquowoc),  he  saw, 
l>eside  the  civet  cat  or  skunk,  which  he  observed  by  means  of  another 
sense.  He  was  the  first  to  distinguish  the  American  from  the  European 
deer,  stating  that  the  former  have  longer  tails,  and  the  snags /)f  their 
horns  look  backward — a  brief  diagnosis,  but  one  which  was  not  replaced 
by  a  better  one  for  nearly  two  centuries. 

Of  l)ir(ls  he  collected  the  names  of  eighty-six  "in  the  coinitrie  lan- 
guage," and  had  pictures  drawn  of  twenty-five.  He  mentions  turkeys, 
stockdoves,  partridges,  crows,  herons,  and,  in  winter,  great  storeof  swans 
and  geese. 

With  aquatic  animals  he  seems  to  have  been  well  acquainted.  He 
refers  to  some  by  iMiglish  names,  and  to  many  others  which  had  no  names 
*'but  in  the  countrey  language."  In  the  plates  accompanying  the  first 
edition  of  his  lxx)k  are  figured  several  familiar  fonns,  then  for  the  first 
time  made  known  in  Europe,  among  them  the  gar  pike  (^Lepidosfeus),^ 
and  the  horse  shoe  or  king  crab  {Limulns),^  ''  Scckajiauk^^  kinde  of 


*  E<lwar(l  I'h'erelt  Hale's  L,ife  of  Sir  Ralph  Italic     Archieologia  Americana,  IV, 

PP-  317-344. 
-  Subsef|iicnlly  referred  to  by  Chaniplain  in   1613,  and  Sagard  in  1636,  under  the 

name  chaoitsaroti,  and    fij^red  by  Champlain   on    his   map  of  Nouvelle   France. 
Du  Creiix,  in  his  Ilistoriie  Canadensis,  1664,  also  mentions  it. 

»  It  has  been  generally  supposerl  that  Champlain  was  the  first  to  notice  this  char- 
acteristic American  animal,  and  Slafter,  in  his  notes  upon  Champlain's  works  [Pub- 
lications of  the  Prince  Society,  Champlain's  Voyages,  H,  p.  S7],  makes  a  statement 
to  that  effect,  and  is  followed  by  Iligginson  in  his  History  of  the  United  States. 
.'\ctually,  the  PVench  explorer  did  not  obser\-e  it  until  twenty  years  after  Harriot, 
and  his  account  of  it  was  not  printed  until  1613. 


examined  in  i860  by  Doctor  E.  E.  Hale,  who  reported  upon  their  condi- 
tion to  the  American  Antiquarian  Society.' 

This  collection,  lie  says,  consists  of  one  hundred  and  tweh'e  drawings 
in  water  color,  very  carefully  presented.  They  are  very  well  drawn,  col- 
ored with  skill,  and  even  in  the  present  state  of  art  would  be  considered 
anywhere  valuable  and  creditable  representations  of  the  plants,  birds, 
beasts,  and  men  of  a  new  country.  Mr.  Hale  gives  a  list  of  these  draw- 
ings as  identified  by  Sloanc  and  others.  Among  these  were  the  bald 
eagle,  the  red-lieaded,  liairj-,  and  golden-winged  woodpeckers,  the  blue- 
bird, red-wing  blackbird,  towhce,  rcdlnrd,  blue  jay,  and  fox-colored 
thrnsli,  the  crow  blackbird,  and  apparently  the  mocking  bird— "^r/a- 
jiiockfs.  the  linguist;  a  bird  that  iniitateth  and  useth  the  sounds  and  tones 
of  almost  all  birds  in  the  countrie."  Among  the  fish  we  recognize  the 
mullet  {Teisso).  tlie  menhaden  or  oldwife  (AfasunnfAocAvo),  and  the 
sturgeon  ( Coppauico),  and  perhaps  the  squeteague  or  chigwit  ( Chigtcusso), 

•  History  of  the  First  Discovery  ami  Suttltmtiit  of  Virginia,  Williamsburg,  1747. 

"Sir  Hans  Rloane  ami  additional  Manustrijjts,  5370. 
'  Archurlogia  Aiuericaiia.  IV.  pp.  31-24. 


Joseph  Phiestley. 
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The  science  of  North  America,  then,  began  with  Thomas  Harriot. 
Let  us  review  together  to-night  its  progress  for  a  period  of  two  centu- 
ries— a  period  coinciding  almost  exactly  with  the  colonial  portion  of  the 
history  of  the  United  States. 

**The  present  generation,'*  says  Whewell,  **  finds  itself  the  heir  of  a 
vast  patrimony  of  science,  and  it  must  needs  concern  us  to  know  the 
steps  by  which  these  possessions  were  acquired  and  the  documents  by 
which  they  are  secured  to  us  and  our  heirs  forever.  Our  species  from 
the  time  of  its  creation  has  been  traveling  onward  in  pursuit  of  truth; 
and  now  that  we  have  reached  a  lofty  and  commanding  position,  with 
the  broad  light  of  day  around  us,  it  must  be  grateful  to  look  back  on  the 
line  of  our  past  progress;  to  review  the  journey  begun  in  early  twilight 
amid  primeval  wilds,  for  a  long  time  continued  with  slow  advance  and 
obscure  prospects,  and  gradually  and  in  later  days  followed  along  more 
open  and  lightsome  paths,  in  a  wide  and  fertile  region.  The  historian 
of  science,  from  early  periods  to  the  present  time,  may  hope  for  favor  on 
the  score  of  the  mere  subject  of  his  narrative,  and  in  virtue  of  the  curi- 
osity which  the  men  of  the  present  day  may  naturally  feel  respecting  the 
events  and  persons  of  his  story." 

II. 

Although  Harriot  was  the  first  who  described  the  natural  character- 
istics of  North  America,  it  would  not  1)e  proper  to  ignore  the  fact  that 
the  first  scientific  exploration  of  the  Western  Continent  was  accompHshed 
by  Spaniards  and  Frenchmen. 

Gonzalo  Fernandez  de  Oviedo  y  \^aldes,  the  first  historian  of  the  New 
World  [b.  1478,  d.  1557],  was  an  Asturian  of  noble  birth,  who  began 
life  as  a  page  in  the  palace  of  Ferdinand  and  Isabella.  He  saw  Columbus 
at  Burgos  on  his  second  return  from  America  in  1496.  He  came  over  in 
15 14  to  Santo  Domingo,  having  been  appointed  insjiector  of  gold  smelting, 
and  was  subsec[uently  governor  of  that  island  and  royal  historiographer 
of  the  Indies.  In  1525  he  transmitted  to  Charles  V  his  Sumario  de  la 
Natural  Historia  de  las  Indias,  printed  at  Toledo  two  years  later,  and 
in  1535  began  the  publication  of  his  Historia  Natural  y  General  de  las 
Indias,  a  task  which  was  finally  completed  only  thirty  years  ago  by  the 
Spanish  Royal  Academy  of  History. 

Las  Casas  said  that  Oviedo's  books  were  **as  full  of  lies  almost  as 
pages,"  but  whatever  may  have  Ijeen  his  methods  in  the  discussion  of 
history  and  politics,  he  seems,  in  his  descriptions,  to  have  been  both 
minute  and  accurate.  Among  the  American  animals  which  he  was  first 
to  mention  was  the  tapir  or  dant — "of  the  bignesse  of  a  meane  mule, 
without  homes,  ash-coloured,"  and  the  chiirchia,  evidently  a  species  of 
Didelphys,  allied  to  our  possum.  This  was  the  first  notice  of  any  mem- 
ber of  the  great  group  of  marsupial  mammals.     I  quote  a  portion  of  the 


tiSft;rs  elsewhere.  am\  (joes  on  tu  iiestTil>e  tlie  snpixiscd  Aiiiericaii  tiger  at 
leiip;t]i,  aii<l  in  sncli  terms  ttiat  it  is  at  mice  evident  that  the  iiinmnial 
under  discussion  is  one  of  llie  si«)lted  cats,  douhtk-hS  the  jaguar  {/■>//,( 

The  second  in  order  of  time  to  |iutilisli  n  liook  upon  American  natural 
history  was  Jean  dc  Lery  [h.  15^4.  d.  161 1] .  a  CaUinistic  minister,  who 
was  a  mendjer  of  (he  Ihtfinenot  colony  founded  hy  the  Chevalier  de 
Villejiagnon  in  1555,  on  tlie  small  island  in  the  hay  of  Rio  de  Janeiro, 
which  still  l)ears  his  name.  lie  remained  in  Bra/.il  less  than  five  years, 
and  in  1578  puhlishcd  at  Rouen  a  work  entitled  Voyajje  eu  Araeriqiie, 
avec  la  description  des  Aniinaux  et  Plantes  de  ce  Pays. 

Joseph  d'Acosta  was  another  .Spanish  explorer  who  preceded  Harriot, 
and  was  a  man  of  nuich  the  same  school  and  temper  of  uund.  Bom 
in  the  province  of  l.eon  al>out  the  year  1539,  he  entered  the  society  of 
Jesuits  at  the  a^e  of  fourteen,  and  in  [571  went  to  Peru,  where  he  trav- 
eled as  a  missionary  for  seventeen    years.      After  his  return  to  Spain 


■Siiniario,  Cliiip.  XXVll,  p.  49],     l'urdi;is,  His  VilKnimiits.  Chapter  HI,  1625, 


Beginnings  of  Natural  History  in  America,  365 

he  filled  several  important  ecclesiastical  offices  and  died  February  15, 
1600,  rector  of  the  University  of  Salamanca.  His  first  book,  De  Nat- 
vra  Novi  Orbis  Libri  dvo,  was  published  in  1589.  His  Historia  Natvral 
y  Moral  delas  Indias  appeared  in  1590,  and  is  one  of  the  best  known  and 
most  useful  of  the  early  Spanish  works  on  America,  having  passed  through 
numerous  editions  in  many  languages. 

Acosta  was,  perhaps,  the  most  learned  of  the  early  writers  upon  Amer- 
ica, and  his  writings,  though  modeled  after  those  of  the  mediaeval 
schoolmen,  were  full  of  suggestive  observations,  **  touching  the  naturall 
historic  of  the  heavens,  ayre,  water,  and  earth  at  the  West  Indies,  also 
of  their  beasts,  fishes,  fowles,  plants,  and  other  remarkable  varieties  of 
nature.'*  He  discoursed  **of  the  fashion  and  form  of  heaven  at  the 
new-found  world,'*  '*of  the  ayre  and  the  winds,"  of  ocean  physics,  of 
volcanoes  and  earthquakes,  as  well  as  of  metals,  pearls,  emeralds,  trees, 
beasts,  and  fowls. 

He  discussed  the  appearance  and  habits  of  the  manatee  and  the  croc- 
odile, and  described  the  Indian  methods  of  whaling  and  jjearl  fishing. 
He  dwelt  at  length  upon  the  condition  of  the  domestic  animals,  sheep, 
kine,  goats,  horses,  asses,  dogs,  and  cats  which  the  vSpaniards  had  intro- 
duced into  the  New  World  and  which  were  already  thoroughly  accli- 
mated. It  seems  strange  to  learn  from  his  pages  that  in  the  year  1587, 
99,794  hides  of  domestic  cattle  were  exported  from  Santo  Domingo  and 
New  Spain  to  Seville.  Lynceus  has  suggested  Unit  some  of  these  skins 
were  from  the  bison  herds,  believed  at  that  time  to  have  l>een  abundant 
in  the  north  of  Mexico. 

He  gives  a  formidable  catalogue  of  the  animals  of  Central  and  South 
America,  in  which  CK?cur  the  familiar  names  of  armadillo,  iguana,  chin- 
chilla, vi.scacha,  vicugna,  i)ac(;,  and  guanaco,  and  descrilxjs  many  of  them 
at  length,  especially  the  jK^ccary  {Sahio),  the  taj^rs,  the  sloths,  and  the 
vicugna.  He  sjHfaks  of  the  cochineal  insect,  which  had  already  Ix^come 
of  importance  in  the  arts. 

He  was  the  first  to  call  attention  to  the  existence  in  South  America  of 
immense  fossil  bones ;  these  he  supjxised  to  be  the  remains  of  gigantic 
individuals  of  the  human  species. 

His  description  of  the  flora  is  very  full,  and  he  dwells  at  length  uix)n 
the  useful  applications  of  the  cacao  bean  and  its  product,  the  drink 
which  they  call  chocolate — '*  whereof  they  make  great  account  in  that 
country,  foolishly  and  without  reason" — the  plantain,  the  yucca,  the 
cassava,  the  maguey,  the  tunall  or  cactus,  and  very  many  more. 

It  is,  however,  as  a  scientific  theorist  that  Acosta  has  the  highest 
claim  to  our  attention.  He  appears  to  have  been  the  first  to  discuss 
America  from  the  standpoint  of  the  zoogeographer. 

In  considering  the  question,  "How  it  should  be  possible  that  at  the 
Indies  there  should  be  any  sorts  of  leasts,  whereof  the  like  are  nowhere 
else,"  he  owns  that  he  is  quite  unable  to  determine  whether  they  were 


Francesco  Hernandez,  a  representative:  ])liysician  and  man  of  science, 
was  sent  by  Philip  1 1  of  Spain  to  Mexicii,  wit  liutiliinitfd  facilities  for  explo- 
ration, and  remained  in  that  conntry  from  1593  to  i6(x>.  His  notes  and 
collections  seem  to  liavelx-'eii  very  extensive,  and  it  is  said  tliat  over  1.200 
drawinjjs  of  ]il.ints  ;md  animals  were  prepared  under  his  direction.  Kdi- 
tions  of  his  works  were  pnblislied  in  Mexico  in  if'04  and  1615.  I  am 
assured  hy  Mexic;m  naturalists  that  hts  work  was  careful  and  valuable, 
the  only  defect  heiiin  that  he  trusted  too  implidlly  in  what  he  was  told 
by  the  native  Mexicans. 

AmouK  the  animals  not  met  with  in  previous  writings  are  the  coyote 
(Aztec,  CoYoll).  the  buffalo,  theaxolotl,  the  i>'>rcupine  I  lloitztlacualsin), 
the  prong-bnck  i.Ma::aiiie).  the  horned  lizard  I  Tapayaxin),  the  bison, 
the  peccary  {Quaf>i;oll),  and  the  toucan. 

Among  those  of  which  fignres  are  for  the  first  time  published  are  the 
ocelot  (C^ff/tf//),  the  rattlesnake  (  Tiiihtlarol  "tm/n/iii).  the  manatee  {Man- 
a/i).  the  alligator  i,Aijui:l::pali>i),  the  armadillo  { Ayotochtii),  the  jielican 
(Ayoloti). 

The  figures  of  ])lants  are  lunuercms,  and  in  most  instances,  I  .should 
judge,  recognizable. 


Samuel  Purchas. 
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Many  other  Spaniards  published  their  observations  upon  America  in 
the  sixteenth  and  seventeenth  centuries,  but  it  is  perhaps  not  necessary 
to  refer  to  them  even  by  name.  They  were,  as  a  rule,  travelers,  not 
explorers.  Purchas  assures  us  that  **Acosta  and  Oviedo  have  best 
deserved  of  the  studious  of  Natxure — that  is,  of  the  knowledge  of  God  in 
his  workes. '  * 

III. 

A  personage  who  must  on  no  account  be  overlooked  in  the  consid- 
eration of  these  early  days  is  Garcilasso  de  la  Vega.  Bom  in  Peru  in 
1539,  his  father  the  Spanish  governor  of  Cuzco,  his  mother  a  princess  of 
the  luca  blood,  he  boasted  of  a  lineage  traced  through  the  line  of  ancient 
Peruvian  monarchs  back  to  Manco  Capac  and  the  Sun.  He  served  as  a 
soldier  in  Eiurope  and  died  in  Spain  about  the  year  161 7.  His  Royal 
Commentaries  of  Peru,  constitutes  a  magnificent  contribution  to  the 
history  of  pre-Columbian  America,  and  was  said  by  some  authorities  to 
have  been  first  written  in  the  Peru\dau  language.' 

Be  this  as  it  may,  De  la  Vega's  commentaries,  though  more  valuable 
to  the  civil  than  to  the  natural  historian,  will  always  possess  a  peculiar 
interest,  not  only  because  the  author  was  the  first  native  of  America  who 
wrote  concerning  its  animals  and  plants,  but  for  the  reason  that" it  repre- 
sents to  us  the  historic  and  scientific  lore  of  the  aboriginal  inhabitants  of 
this  continent. 

De  la  Vega  describes  in  an  intelligible  manner  the  condor  (Cuntur)  of 
South  America,  of  which,  as  he  tells  us,  there  was  a  famous  Indian  paint- 
ing in  the  temple  at  Cacha,  the  mountain  cats  or  ocelots  (Inca  Ozcollo, 
Aztec  Occlotl),  the  puma,  the  viscacha,  the  tapir,  and  the  three-toed 
ostrich.  He  was  one  of  the  first  to  notice  the  skunk  {Mephitis^  sp.)» 
*' which  the  Indians  call  Annas,  the  vSpanish  Zorinnas.''  "It  is  well," 
he  remarks,  ' '  that  these  creatures  are  not  in  great  numbers,  for  if  they 
were,  the)'  were  able  to  poison  and  stench  up  a  whole  countrey.**  He 
devotes  a  chapter  to  "the  tame  cattel  which  God  hath  given  to  the 
Indians  of  Peru" — the  llama  and  the  huanaco — and  speaks  also  of  the 
paco  and  the  vicuna,  clearly  distinguishing  and  describing  the  appear- 
ance and  habits  of  the  four  species  of  Tylopoda  which  occur  on  the  west 
coast  of  South  America,  although  European  naturalists  a  centiuy  later 
knew  but  two  of  them.  He  describes  the  annual  vicuna  hunts  which 
were  conducted  by  the  Inca  kings  in  person,  assisted  by  twenty  or  thirty 
thousand  Indians. 

The  fauna  of  Peru,  as  catalogued  by  him,  included  nearly  fifty  species, 


*A  Paris  edition  of  1633  had  the  following  title :  Coninientaire  Royal  ou  THistoire 
des  Yncas  Roys  de  Peru,  etc.  Ensemble  une  description  particuli^re  des  Animaux, 
des  Fruits,  des  Mineraux,  des  Plantes,  etc.  Ecrite  en  langue  Peruvienne  et  traduit 
fur  la  version  Kspagnole  i>ar  I.  Baudouin,  Paris,  1633;  Amsterdam,  1704  and  17 15. 
3ee  Artedi,  Bibliotheca  Ichthyologies,  1788,  p.  65. 


is  still  un])rovideci  with  a  iiie;iiis  of  pnlilic  iiistrnctioti  wliicli  was  to  be 
fiiiiiul  ill  thf  capital  of   Mt-xico  four  liiindrL-d  years  aj;o? 

1  have  exaiiiiiiL-(l  the  historians  of  Mexicu  with  care,  am!  must  express 
my  convicti'Hi  that  the  truth  is  more  nearly  touched  in  the  hhifl,  soldier- 
like narrative  of  Cortc/  himself  than  in  the  flowery  and  reduiiciaiit  para- 
|)hrascH  of  I'rescott.  We  may,  prohahly,  safely  accept  the  story  as  told 
by  lleriial  Diaz,  del  Castillo,  one  of  the  companions  of  Corte/.  to  whom 
Torquemada,  Roliertson,  L,<x:kliart,  Kan,  and  others  give  hij;h  praise  as 
a  truthful  narrator. 

liiii/.  presents  a  most  vivid  word-paiutini;  of  the  city  of  Mexico,  and 
was  particularly  impresseil  hv  the  royal  a\iaries: 

\\\  sjiiv  licri;  L>v,rykiiia  i.f  iukK'.  U'-ik  llii-  kiiijc'.s  i.:ij;k- '  ti)  the  snuilltst  kiiui 
iiiL-hidfd ;  iiiiduviTvspwi.-snf  Liril,  tV.iiiiUKl;irnL-st  kmnvii  totlii;  liUle  Coliliris.'  in 
Ihiir  full  spli'iLinr  of  |)him:LKL-.  Hitl-  itls,.  wiTt  ti-  Ix.-  .st-L-ii  thoM.-  hirds  fnini  wliieli 
Ihi'   MfKkaiis  l:iku  llii-  Hrwii-o.lunil    fcathyrs,  ,.f  whidi    lliey   itiaiuifacliiri;   their 


■  U-ini,iiii  Whi-ttvH,  A  Hist.iry  i,f  lliu  In.hulivf  Scit^iicos,  from  the  Harlicst  to  the 
resent  Time.  111.  1^37,1,.  325. 

'  Carl  Kail.  Thierj-iirteli.      N<^w  Y.irk.r  Sl!.:its-/.i.-itiin),',  April  26.  1S63. 
'  The  tioldti.  Wj.le,  says  Aguik-ra. 
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beautiful  feathered  stuffs  These  last-mentioned  birds  very  much  resemble  our 
Spanish  jays  and  are  called  by  the  Indians  quezales.^ 

The  species  of  sparrows'  were  very  curious,  having  five  distinct  colors  in  their 
plumage — green,  red,  white,  yellow,  blue. 

There  were  such  vast  numbers  of  parrots  and  such  a  variety  of  kinds  that  I  can  not 
remember  all  their  names ;  and  geese  of  the  richest  pluniage  and  other  large  birds. 

These  were  at  stated  periods  stripped  of  their  feathers,  that  new  ones  might 
grow  in  their  place.  All  these  birds  had  appropriate  places  to  breed  in  and  were 
under  the  care  of  several  Indians  of  both  sexes,  who  had  to  keep  their  nests  clean, 
give  to  each  kind  its  proper  food,  and  set  the  birds  for  breeding. 

In  another  place,  near  a'  temple,  were  kept  all  manner  of  beautiful 
animals,  the  names  of  which  were  not  noted  by  Diaz,  nor  their  pecul- 
iarities described. 

In  the  building  where  the  human  sacrifices  were  perpetrated  there  were  dens  in 
which  were  kept  poisonous  serp>ents,  and  among  them  ''a  species  at  the  end  of  whose 
tail  there  was  a  kind  of  rattle."  This  last-mentioned  serpent,  which  is  the  most 
dangerous,  was  kept  in  a  cabin  in  which  a  quantity  of  feathers  had  been  strewed  ; 
here  it  laid  its  eggs,  and  it  was  fed  with  the  flesh  of  dogs  and  of  human  beings  which 
had  been  sacrificeil.  .  .  .  Wlicn  all  the  tigers  and  lions  3  roared  together  with 
the  bowlings  of  the  jackals^  and  foxes  and  hissing  of  the  serpents,  it  was  quite  fearful, 
and  you  could  not  suppose  otherwise  than  that  you  were  in  hell. 

This  is  the  first  record  of  the  rattlesnake,  and  brings  to  mind  the  cap- 
tive snakes  of  the  Mokis,  their  annual  snake  dance,  and  their  use  of 
feathers  in  the  same  connection. ^ 

I  am  not  yet  prepared  to  believe  in  the  marvelous  aquaria  described 
by  Prescott,  although  fish  ponds  there  doubtless  were. 

I  am  assured  by  our  fellow-menil^er,  Senor  Aguilera,  that  the  loca- 
tions of  the  gardens  of  Montezuma  are  well  identified,  and  that  the  Mex- 
ican Indians  still  possess  a  marvelous  knowledge  of  the  medicinal  virtues 
of  plants,  which  is  handed  down  by  tradition  from  generation  to  genera- 
tion. From  this  he  infers  that  in  the  days  of  Aztec  glory  the  knowledge 
of  the  uses  of  plants  nuist  have  been  ver>'  comprehensive. 

Who  shall  say  that  the  spirit  of  true  science  did  not  inspire  the  Inca 
Pachacutec,  when  many  centuries  ago  he  handed  down  to  his  descendants 
maxims  such  as  this: 

A  herbalist  who  knows  the  names  but  is  ignorant  of  the  virtues  and  qualities  of 
herbs,  or  he  who  knows  few  but  is  ignorant  of  most,  is  a  mere  quack  and  mounte- 
bank, and  deserves  not  the  name  and  repute  of  a  physician  until  he  is  skillful  as 
well  in  the  noxious  as  in  the  salutiferous  qualities  of  herbs. 

Impressed  with  the  extent  of  the  knowledge  of  nature  among  the 
aborigines  of  America,  I  asked  one  of  the  most  learned  of  our  anthro- 


*  Trogons,  known  as  quetzales  by  the  Mexican  Indians  of  to-day.  Excellent  exam- 
ples of  their  pictorial  use  of  trogon  feathers  may  be  seen  in  the  United  States  National 
Museum.  »  Cyanopiza  versicolor. 

3  Ocelot,  juguars,  pumas,  eyras,  jaguarundis. 

^  The  coyote  (coyotl).  Can  is  latrans, 

5  John  G.  Bourkc,  The  Snake  Dance  of  the  Moquis  of  Arijtona,  New  York,  1884. 

NAT  MUS   97,  I*T  2 24 
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Garcilasso  de  la  Vega  was  not  the  only  descendant  of  the  aboriginal 
Americans  who  has  written  upon  their  history.  Among  the  authors  of 
works  upon  Mexican  archaeology  published  in  the  seventeenth  and 
eighteenth  centuries  were  Taddeo  de  Niza  and  Gabriel  d'Ayala,  **  noble 
Indians'*  of  Tlazcala  and  Tezcuco,  the  three  named  Ixtlilxochitl,  and 
ten  or  twelve  more.  Gongora,  a  native  Mexican,  professor  of  mathe- 
matics in  the  University  of  Mexico,  was  one  of  the  earliest  American 
astronomers,  the  author  of  the  Mexican  Cyclography,  printed  two 
centuries  ago.  Herrera,  Martinez,  Garcia,  Torquemada,  Castillejo,  De 
Betancourt,  De  Solis,  Del  Pulgar,  and  Beneducci  have  done  what  they 
could  to  preserve  a  portion  of  this  ancient  American  lore,  and  it  seems 
almost  incredible  that,  sometime  in  the  future  when  American  archae- 
ology shall  have  gained  a  firmer  footing,  some  of  the  treasures  of  fact 
which  these  men  garnered  up  are  not  to  have  an  important  function  in 
elucidating  anthropological  problems  which  are  as  yet  entirely  unsolved. 


IV. 


The  colony  on  Roanoke  Island  having  been  abandoned  by  the  English, 
twenty  years  elapsed  before  their  next  effort  toward  peopling  America. 
Then  came  the  adventurers  to  Jamestown  in  1606,  and  with  them  that 
picturesque  personage,  Captain  John  Smith,  who,  though  unversed  in 
the  mathematics  and  astronomy  which  made  up  to  a  great  extent  the 
science  of  the  day,  was  a  keen  observer  and  an  enterprising  explorer. 
His  contributions  to  geography  were  important,  and  his  descriptions  of 
the  animals  and  plants  of  \'irginia  and  New  England  supplement  well 
those  of  his  predecessor,  Harriot. 

Captain  Smith  was  the  first  to  describe  the  raccoon,  the  nuisquash,  and 
the  flying  squirrel : 

There  is  a  l)east  they  caU  Aroufi^hcun  (raccoon),  much  like  a  badger,  but  useth  to 
live  on  trees,  as  Squirrels  doe.  Their  Squirrels  some  are  neare  as  great  as  our  smallest 
sort  of  wilde  Rabbets,  some  blackish,  or  blacke  and  white,  but  most  are  gray.  A 
small  lx.*ast  they  have  they  call  Assapanick,  but  we  call  them  flying  Squirrels, 
because,  spreading  their  legs,  and  so  stretching  the  largenesse  of  their  skins  that 
they  have  b^en  seene  to  fly  30  or  40  yards.  An  Opossum  hath  a  head  like  a  Swine, 
and  a  taile  like  a  Rat,  and  is  of  the  bignesse  of  a  Cat.  Vnder  her  belly  she  hath  a 
bagge,  wherein  she  lodgeth,  carrieth,  and  suckleth  her  young.  A  Mussascus  (mus- 
quash )  is  a  beast  of  the  forme  and  nature  of  our  water  Rats,  but  many  of  them  smell 
exceedingly  strongly  of  Muske. 

And  in  the  same  strain  he  goes  on  to  mention  a  score  of  mammals, 
identifying  them  with  those  of  Europe  with  surprising  accuracy. 

His  "  Utchun  quoycs,  which  is  like  a  Wild  Cat,"  is  evidently  the  bay 
lynx.  With  the  birds  he  was  less  familiar,  but  he  mentions  a  number 
which  resemble  those  of  Euro^xi,  and  states  that  many  of  them  were 
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in  1624,  contains  one  of  the  earliest  descriptions  of  the  Indians  of  the 
Northeast. 

William  Wood's  New  England's  Prospect,  which  was  issued  in 
London  in  1634,  and  Morton's  New  English  Canaan,  printed  three 
years  later  in  Amsterdam,  Were  the  first  formal  treatises  upon  New 
England  and  its  animals  and  plants.  The  two  authors  were  very  unHke, 
and  their  books  even  more  so — yet  complementing  each  other  very 
satisfactorily.  Morton  was  the  best  educated  man,  brightest,  and  most 
observant;  Wood  the  most  conscientious  and  the  most  laborious  in 
recording  minute  details. 

** Thomas  Morton,  of  Clifford's  Inn,  Gent.,"  was  by  no  means  a  rep- 
resentative man  in  the  Puritan  community  in  which  he  lived.  His  habits 
were  those  of  an  English  man  of  fashion,  and  his  Rabelaisian  humor, 
when  directed  against  his  fellow-colonists  and  their  institutions,  was  no 
recommendation  to  their  favor.  We  can  not  wonder  that  he  was  hunted 
from  settlement  to  settlement  and  even  cast  into  prison,  to  endure,  with- 
out bedding  or  fire,  the  rigor  of  a  New  England  winter. 

As  a  naturalist,  Morton  appears  to  have  been  the  most  accurate  of  the 
two  of  this  time.  In  those  parts  of  his  book  which  describe  animals  and 
plants  he  manifests  a  definite  scientific  purpose.  He  discriminates 
between  species,  and  frequently  points  out  characters  by  which  American 
and  European  forms  may  be  distinguished.  He  was  the  first  to  banish 
the  lion  from  the  catalogue  of  the  mammals  of  eastern  North  America. 
Even  Wood,  though  he  admitted  that  he  could  not  say  that  he  ever  saw 
one  with  his  own  eye,  evidently  believed  that  lions  inhabited  the  woods 
of  Massachusetts.  Morton  was  a  skeptic  l)ecause,  as  he  said,  **  itiscon- 
trar>'  to  the  Nature  of  the  lx?ast  to  frequent  places  accustomed  to  snow; 
being  like  the  Catt,  that  will  hazard  the  burning  of  her  tayle,  rather  than 
abide  from  the  fire. ' '  His  brief  biographies,  especially  those  of  mammals, 
indicate  that  he  was  an  observ^er  of  no  slight  acuteness. 

Twenty  species  of  mammals,  thirty-two  of  birds,  twenty  of  fishes,  eight 
of  marine  invertebrates,  and  twenty-seven  of  plants  are  mentioned, 
usually  in  such  definite  terms  that  they  may  readily  be  identified. 

A  thorough  pagan  himself,  he  seems  to  have  commanded  the  confidence 
of  the  Indians  more  than  others,  to  have  lived  in  their  society,  and 
learned  to  comprehend  the  meaning  of  their  customs.  His  first  book. 
The  Originall  of  the  Natives,  their  Manners  and  Customs,  seems  to 
have  l^een  the  careful  record  of  rather  critical  observations. 

Wood's  book  is  no  less  deserving  of  praise.  The  climate  and  the  soil 
are  judiciously  discussed,  and  the  herbs,  fruits,  woods,  waters,  and 
minerals,  then  '*the  beasts  that  Hve  on  land,"  **l>easts  living  in  the 
water,"  **  birds  and  fowls  both  of  land  and  water,"  and  fish,  after  which 
follows  a  topographical  description  of  the  colony.  His  catalogues  of 
species  are  in  verse,  and  his  adjectives  are  so  descriptive  and  pictorial 
that  his  subsequent  remarks  in  prose  are  often  superfluous.     I  quote  his 


.^^^^,  c::^.y^ij^^^ 
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setts  111  1631.  The  Rev.  Abraliam  Peirson,  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
colony  at  Newark,  during  his  residence  in  New  England  made  valuable 
investigations  upon  the  language  of  the  Quiripi  or  Quinnipiac  Indians  of 
the  New  Haven  colony.  The  extensive  bibliography  of  which  Mr. 
Pilling  has  recently  published  advance  sheets  gives  an  excellent  idea  of 
the  attention  which  American  linguistics  have  since  received. 

That  very  eminent  colonial  statesman,  John  Winthrop  the  younger, 
the  first  governor  of  Connecticut  [b.  1587,  d.  1649],  stood  high  in  the 
esteem  of  English  men  of  science,  and  was  invited  by  the  newly  founded 
Royal  Society,  of  which  he  was  a  fellow,  **to  take  upon  himself  the 
charge  of  being  the  chief  correspondent  in  the  West,  as  Sir  Philiberto 
Vernatti  was  in  the  ^ast  Indies.  * '  The  secretary  of  the  Roj^al  Society 
said  of  him:  *'  His  name,  had  he  put  it  to  his  writings,  would  have  been 
as  miiversally  known  as  the  Boyles,  the  Wilkins's,  and  the  Oldenburghs, 
and  been  handed  down  to  us  with  similar  applause.'" 

Governor  Winthrop' s  name  occurs  from  time  to  time  in  the  Philo- 
sophical Transactions,  and  it  was  to  him  that  science  was  indebted  for  its 
first  knowledge  of  the  genus  Astrophytoji. 

John  Winthrop,  F.  R.  S.  [b.  1606,  d.  1676],  son  of  the  last,  and  also 
governor  of  Connecticut  in  1662,  is  said  to  have  Ix^en  "famous  for  his 
philosophical  knowledge."  He  was  a  founder  of  the  Royal  Society, 
l:)eing  at  the  time  of  its  origin  in  England  as  agent  of  the  colony.  And 
the  second  governor's  grandson,  John  Winthrop,  F.  R.  S.  [b.  168 1,  d. 
1747],  who  passed  the  latter  part  of  his  life  in  P^igland,  w-as  declared  to 
have  increased  the  Royal  Society's  repository  '*with  more  than  six  hun- 
dred curious  sjxiciniens,  chiefly  in  the  mineral  kingdom,"  and  since  the 
fonnder  of  the  nuiscum  of  the  Royal  Society,  "the  benefactor  who  has 
given  the  most  numerous  collections.*"' 

The  Rev.  John  Clayton,  rector  of  Croft  on,  at  Wakefield,  in  Yorkshire, 
made  a  jcmrncy  to  Virginia  in  1685,  and  in  1688  communicated  to  the 
Royal  Society  An  Account  of  several  observables  in  Virginia  and  in  his 
Voyage  thither.  ^  Clayton  .seems  to  have  been  a  man  of  scientific  cul- 
ture, and  to  have  been  the  author,  in  company  with  Doctor  Moulin,  of  a 
treatise  U|X)n  comparative  anatomy.  He  was  of  the  same  .school  with 
Harriot  and  Wcx)d,  though  more  philo.sophical.  His  essay  was,  however, 
the  most  im^xirtant  which  had  yet  Ix^en  published  upon  the  natural  hi.story 
of  the  South,  and  his  annotated  catalogue  of  mammals,  birds,  and  reptiles 
is  creditably  full. 

Thomas  Glover  also  publi.shed  about  tliis  tim^  An  Account  of  Vir- 

*  Doctor  Cromwell  Mortimer,  in  the  dedication  of  Volume  XL,  Philosophical 
Transaction.s. 

"Tuckerman,  in  Archaeologia  Americana,  IV,  pp.  123-124.  See  also  The  Win- 
tlirop  Papers.     Massachusetts  Historical  Society  CoHections,  5th  ser.,  VIII,  p.  571. 

3  Philosophical  TraUvSactions,  XVII,  pp.  781-795,  97H-999;  XVIII,  pp.  121-135,  and 
iu  Miscellaueoua  Curiosa,  III;  also  reprinted  in  Force's  Historical  Tracts,  III. 


tain  staiidiiijf  in  botanical  littratnre.  In  liis  /.oulogical  chapters  I  find 
little  which  had  not  lx:en  recor<led  1>efore,  while  the  antlior's  fondness  for 
startling  anecdotes  grtatly  mars  the  semblance  of  accuracy  in  his  work. 
His  catalogue  of  fishes  is  a  strange  olla-podrida  of  names  and  scraps  of 
information,  compiled,  collected,  and  invented.  His  method  of  arrange- 
ment is  iiot  more  scientific  than  his  spirit,  and  it  is  questionable  whether 
he  is  entitled  to  a  place  amorifj  naturalists. 

Here  is  an  example  of  his  style: 

"The  /.'.M.5,-,'-  wHUshe,  "is  ii  sail  water  fish  1  to  ....  one  writes  that  the 
fat  ill  the  Ixjtit  of  a  /uusis  head  is  his  liniiiies  which  is  a  lye." 

To  this  iieriod  Ixiloiijis,  also,  Lawsoii,  the  author  of  a  History  of  Carolina 
and  A  New  Voyage  to  Carolina,  made  in  1700  and  the  following  years, 
while  acting  ^^  surve\or-general  of  the  Cf)lony.  f.awson  was  burnt  at  the 
stake  in  1709  by  the  Indians,  who  resented  his  encroacliments  upon  their 
territory.  His  lists  of  the  animals  and  plants  of  the  region  are  very  full 
and  his  observations  accurate.      Coues's  '"Lawsonian    j^eriod"    in    the 
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history  of  American  ornithology  is  hardly  justifiable.     Lawson  belonged 
to  the  school  of  Harriot  and  the  first  Cla)rton. 

Edward  Bohun  and  Job  Lord,  of  Carolina,  appear  to  have  been  inter- 
ested in  natural  history  at  this  time  and  to  have  been  collecting  speci- 
mens for  Petiver  in  I^ondon,  while  William  Vernon  was  engaged  in 
similar  occupations  in  Maryland. 

In  those  early  days  all  Europe  was  anxious  to  hear  of  the  wonders  of 
America,  and  still  more  eager  to  see  the  strange  objects  which  explorers 
might  be  able  to  preser\'e  and  bring  back  with  them.  Public  museums 
were  as  yet  unknown,  but  the  reigning  princes  sought  eagerly  to  secure 
novelties  in  the  shape  of  animals  and  plants. 

Columbus  was  charged  by  Queen  Isabella  to  collect  birds,  and  it  is 
recorded  that  he  took  back  to  Spain  various  skins  of  beasts.  Even  to 
this  day  may  be  seen,  in  Siena,  hanging  over  the  walls  of  the  old  colle- 
giate church,  a  votive  offering,  placed  there  nearly  four  centuries  ago  by 
the  discoverer  of  America,  then  in  the  prime  of  his  glory.  It  consists  of 
the  helmet  and  armor  worn  by  him  when  he  first  stepped  upon  the  soil 
of  the  New  World,  and  the  rostrum  of  a  swordfish  killed  on  the  American 
coast. 

The  State  papers  of  Great  Britain  contain  many  entries  of  interest  to 
naturalists.  King  James  I  was  an  enthusiastic  collector.  Deceml^er  15, 
1609,  Lord  Southampton  wrote  to  Lord  Salisbury  that  he  had  told  the 
King  of  the  Virginia  squirrels  brought  into  England,  which  were  said  to 
fly.  The  King  very  earnestly  asked  if  none  were  provided  for  him — 
whether  Salisbury  had  none  for  him — and  said  he  was  sure  Salisbury 
would  get  him  one.  The  writer  apologizes  for  troubling  Lord  Salisbury, 
**but,*'  he  continues,  **you  know  so  well  how  he  (the  King)  is  affected 
to  such  toys. ' ' 

Charles  I  appears  to  have  been  equally  curious  in  such  matters.  In 
1637  he  sent  John  Tradescant,  the  younger,  to  Virginia  "to  gather  all 
rarities  of  flowers,  plants,  and  shells. ' ' 

In  1625  we  find  Tradescant  writing  to  one  Nicholas  that  it  isthe  Duke 
of  Buckingham's  pleasure  that  he  should  deal  with  all  merchants  from 
all  places,  but  especially  from  Virginia,  Bennudas,  Newfoundland,  Guinea, 
the  Amazons,  and  the  East  Indies  for  all  manner  of  rare  beasts,  fowls 
and  birds,  .shells  and  shining  stones,  etc' 

In  the  Domestic  Correspondence  of  Charles  I,  in  another  place,'  July, 
1625,  is  a  **  Note  of  things  desired  from  Guinea,  for  which  letters  are  to 
l)e  written  to  the  merchants  of  the  Guinea  Company.**  Among  other 
items  referred  to  are  *'an  elephant's  head  with  the  teeth  very  large;  a 
river  horse's  head;  strange  sorts  of  fowls;  birds  and  fishes'  skins;  great 
flying  and  sucking  fishes;  all  sorts  of  serpents,  dried  fruits,  shining  stones, 
etc."     vStill  further  on  is  a  note  of  one  Jeremy  Blackman's  charge,  in  all 


'Calendar  of  Colonial  Papers,  IV,  1625,  p.  77. 
"Idem.,  Ill,  p.  75,  Nos.  155,  156. 


"What  liave  wt  here, — a  man  or  a  fish?     Dear!  or  alive?    A  fish  :  he  smells  like 

a  fish :  a  wry  iiiicieiit  and  fish-like  Miiell.  ...  A  straiiKc  fislil  Were  I  in  England 
now,  (iisonccl  was, )  and  hiiiKmt  this  fish  [lainted.  not  ii  holiday  fool  there  but  would 
give  11  |>icce  of  silver ;  there  wuuhl  this  nmiisler  niaUe  a  man  ;  any  strange  beast  then; 
makes  .1  man:  when  they  will  not  give  a  dciil  to  reheve  a  laine  Iwggar,  they  will  lay 
out  ten  to  see  a. dead  Indian."* 

The  coiiipiler.s  of  tlie  Rreat  eiicyclopedialike  works  on  natural  liistorj- 
were  quick  to  pick  up  tlie  iianic-s  and  descriptions  of  the  American  ani- 
mals which  had  fotint!  their  way  to  Ktiroi)e,  and  many  stich  are  mentioned 
in  the  writings  of  Gesner,  Clusins  and  Aldrovandus,  Lister,  Laet,  and 
WilhiRliby.' 

'Calendar  of  Colonial  I'apers,  I,  163.S,  p.  285. 

'Later  known  as  Vauxhall  Garilens,  a  famous  place  of  resort. 

'The  liarlier  virtuoso,  descrilied  in  Ihilwer's  IJevereiix. 

^Johii  Josseiyn,  .-^ii  Account  of  Two  Voyages  to  New  En;;land  (made  during  the 
years  163S,  l66j),  Jtoston.  1865. 

sThe  Tempest,  Aet  II,  Scene  2. 

'  In  Nehemiidi  Crew's  CaUilogue  and  description  of  the  natural  and  artificial  Rari- 
ties, belonging  to  the  Royal  Society  and  preserved  at  (Iresham  Cullcge.  Whereunto 
is  svibjoined  the  compar.ilive  Anatomy  of  Slomaehs  and  Guts,  London,  1694,  are 
descriptions  anil  figures  of  every  American  aninuil. 


Charles  Valentine  Rilev. 
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Creatures  of  remarkable  appearance,  which  could  be  preserved  with 
ease,  were  the  first  to  become  known.  Among  fishes,  for  instance,  those 
with  a  hard,  inflexible  integument,  such  as  the  trunk  fishes.  Every 
species  of  the  family  Ostraciontida  was  known  in  Europe  as  early  as 
1685;  most  of  them  probably  a  century  before.  We  know  that  Colum- 
bus caught  a  trunk  fish  and  described  it  in  his  Voyages. 

Professor  Tuckerman  has  traced  in  a  most  instructive  manner  the 
beginnings  of  European  acquaintance  with  American  plants,  finding 
traces  of  the  knowledge  of  a  few  at  a  very  early  period: 

Dalechamp,  Clusius,  Lol)el,  and  Alpinus— all  authors  of  the  sixteenth  century — 
must  be  cited  occasionaUy  in  any  complete  synonymy  of  our  Flora,  The  Indian- 
corn,  the  side-saddle  flower  {Sarracaiia  purpurea  and  S.  flava)^  the  columbine,  the 
common  milkweed  (Asclepias  cornuti)^  the  everlasting  (Antennaria  margarHacea)^ 
and  the  Arbor  inttr^  were  known  to  the  just-mentioned  botanists  before  1600.  Sar- 
raceniaflava  was  sent  either  from  Virginia,  or  possibly  from  some  Spanish  monk  in 
Florida.  Clusius*s  figure  of  our  well-known  northern  ^S". ///f^wriffl  ....  was 
derived  from  a  specimen  furnishetl  to  him  by  one  Mr.  Claude  Gonier,  apothecary 
at  Paris,  who  himself  had  it  from  Lisbon ;  whither  we  may  suppose  it  was  carried 
by  some  fisherman  from  the  Newfoundland  coast.  The  evening  primrose  (CEno- 
thera  biefinis)  was  known  in  Europe,  according  to  Linnx»us,  as  early  as  1614.  /^/y- 
gofiuin  sag  it  latum  and  ara/otium  (tear-thumb)  were  figure<l  by  I)e  Laet,  probably 
from  New  York  specimens,  in  his  Novus  Orbis,  1633.  Johnson's  edition  of 
Gerard's  Herbal  (1636)  ....  contains  some  dozen  North  American  species, 
furnished  often  from  the  garden  of  Mr.  John  Tradescant  ....  and  John  Park- 
inson— whose  Theatrum  Botanicum  ( 1640)  is  declared  by  Tournefort  to  embrace 
a  larger  numl)er  of  species  than  any  work  which  had  gone  before  it— describes,  espec- 
ially from  Cornuti,  a  still  larger  numl)er.' 

All  the  early  voyagers  were  striving  for  the  discovery  of  a  western 
passage  to  India,  and  the  West  Indies,  so  called,  were  considered  simply 
a  stage  on  the  journey  toward  the  It)ast  Indies.  It  is  not  strange,  there- 
fore, that  writers  should  often  have  failed  to  distinguish  the  faunal  rela- 
tions of  the  animals  which  they  described.  Many  curious  paradoxes  in 
nomenclature  have  thus  arisen — Cassis  tnadajrascan'cfisis,  for  instance,  a 
very  misleading  name  for  a  common  West  India  mollusk. 

V. 

The  seventeenth  century  bears  upon  its  roll  the  names  of  many  explor- 
ers besides  those  of  English  origin  who  have  already  been  named. 
Within  fifty  years  of  the  time  of  Harriot  and  of  the  planting  of  the  col- 
ony at  Roanoke,  the  number  and  extent  of  the  European  settlements  in 
America  had  become  very  considerable.  Virginia  and  the  New  England 
plantations  were  growing  jx)pulous  and  Mar>'land  was  fairlj^  established. 
Insular  colonies  were  thriving  at  Newfoundland  and  Bermuda  and  on 
Barbados  and  elsewhere  in  the  West  Indies. 

New  vSpain  and  Florida  marked  the  northern  limits  of  the  domain  of 
the  Spaniards,  who  had  already  overrun  almost  all  of  South  America. 


'  Archxologia  Americana,  1\- ,  VV*  '^^^'»  ^^1  • 


The  Spaniards. — F.vcn  as  early  as  the  ln;Hiiniitig  of  tJie  century,  Span- 
isli  influeiict;  was  less  proiiiiiieiit  in  tliuaffairs  of  tht  New  World;  in  no 
res[)ect  more  strikinjf Ij-  so  than  in  explorations.  The  iwlitical  supremacy 
of  Spain  was  H'one,  her  intellectual  activity  was  waning,  and  the  mighty 
storm  of  energy,  by  which  her  domain  in  America  had  l>cen  so  sud- 
denly and  widely  established,  seemed  to  have  completely  exhausted  the 
energy  of  lier  i)eople,  depicted  as  it  hail  iK-en  by  wars  without  and  reli- 
gions prosecution  within. 

From  tins  time  f(jrward  the  record  of  Spanish  achievements  in  the 
fields  of  .science  and  disco\'cry  is  very  iiieaRer.  Between  the  day  of 
Hernandez  and  that  of  A/ara  and  Mntis,  who  explored  South  America 
in  the  latter  i>ait  of  the  eiglUeentli  century,  I  find  but  two  names  worthy 
of  mention,  and  these  seem  properly  to  belong  with  the  naturalists  who 
lived  a  hundre<l  years  Ijetore  them.  I  refer  to  Jos6  Gumilla,  who  pub- 
lished, in  1741,  a  work  on  the  natural  history  of  the  Orinoco  region, 
and  Miguel  Venegas,  whose  Noticia  de  la  California  appeared  in  1757. 

The  I'louh. — One  of  the  first  French  explorers  who  left  a  record  of 
his  observations  was  Samuel  de  Cliamplaiii,  who  made  a  voyage  to  the 
We.st  Indies  and  Mexico.  i5y9-iC)02,  and  began  Ids  travels  in  New 
France  in  1603.     He  was  the  founder  of  Quebec,  where  he  died  in  1635, 
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and  his  geographical  explorations  and  maps  are  of  great  value.  His 
observations  upon  the  animals  and  plants  are  disappointing.  He  describes 
the  gar-pike  and  the  king-crab,  alr^dy  described  and  figured  by  Harriot 
many  years  before,  and  refers  in  unmistakable  terms  to  the  shearwater, 
the  caribou,  the  wild  turkey,  and  the  scarlet  tanager.  His  lists  of  ani- 
mals which  occur  now  and  again  in  the  course  of  his  narrative  are  too 
vague  to  be  of  value.* 

Much  higher  in  the  esteem  of  naturalists  was  Gabriel  Sagard  Th^odat, 
a  Franciscan  friar,  whose  Le  Grand  Voyage  du  Pays  des  Hurons,  printed 
in  1632,  was  the  most  scholarly  work  upon  America  which  had  yet 
appeared,  and  whose  History  of  Canada  and  of  the  journeys  made  by  the 
Franciscans  for  the  conversion  of  the  infidels  also  contains  most  valuable 
records. 

The  first  work  on  the  plants  of  North  America  was  that  of  Comuti — 
Canadensium  Plantarum,  aliarftmque  nondura  editarum  historia — printed 
in  Paris  in  1635,  which  described  thirty-seven  species,  thirty-six  of  these 
being  illustrated  by  elaborate  engravings  upon  copper.  The  botanical 
part  of  this  treatise  is  usually  ascribed  to  Vespasian  Robin,  and  Tucker- 
man  supposes  that  the  local  notes,  as  well  as  the  specimens  described, 
were  probably  the  result  of  the  labors  of  the  worthy  Franciscan  mission- 
ary, Sagard.' 

A  few  years  later,  Pierre  Fran9ois  Xavier  de  Charlevoix  [b.  1682,  d. 
1 761],  a  Jesuit  priest,  having  by  royal  command  traveled  through  the 
northern  part  of  North  America,  published  his  Histoire  et  Description 
Generale  de  la  Nouvelle  France,  Paris,  1744,  which  was  full  of  impor- 
tant biological  and  ethnological  observations,  the  accuracy  of  which  is 
not  questioned. 

He  subsequently  traveled  in  South  America,  and  published  in  1760  a 
work  full  of  statements  concerning  the  animals,  plants,  and  fruits  of 
that  country,  and  also  particularly  interesting  from  the  account  which  it 
gives  of  the  singular  Jesuit  establishment  in  Paraguay. 

Other  French  missionaries,  Brebceuf,  Du  Poisson,  Jaques,  Joliet,  La 
Chaise,  Lallemand,  Marquette,  Senat,  and  Souel,  followed  Charlevoix  in 
the  exploration  of  these  regions.  Their  works  contain  many  valuable 
notes  upon  animals  and  plants. 

Jean  Baptiste  du  Tertre,  in  his  Histoire  G^n^rale  des  Antilles,  habitues 
par  les  Francois,  published  in  Paris  in  1667  [ed.  1667-71],  described  and 
illustrated  many  of  the  New  World  animals. 

In  1672  Nicolas  Denyse  published  in  Paris  two  comprehensive  works 
upon  America,  viz:  Histoire  Naturelle  des  Peuples,  des  Animaux  des 
Arbres  and  Plantes  de  TAmdrique,'  and  Description  Geographique  des 
Costesde  TAm^rique  Septentrionale,  avec  I'Histoire  Naturelle  du  Pais.* 


'  Publications  of  Prince  Society,  Boston,  1878;  Hakluj't  Society,  XXIV,  1850. 

'ArcluL'ologia  Americana,  IV,  p.  119. 

3  Paris,  1672,  octavo.  *  i^l^>  ducA"feQ*v\3ao,  1  nc^&. 


Charles  Pliiinier  [b.  1646,  d.  1704]  was  sent  thrice  by  the  King  of 
France  to  the  Antilles  during  the  latter  years  of  the  seventeenth  century. 
He  published  three  magnificently  illustrated  works  upon  the  plants  of 
America'  and  left  an  extensive  collection  of  notes  and  drawings  of  ani- 
mals and  plants,  many  of  which  have  proved  of  value  to  naturalists  of 
recent  years.  His  colored  <lrawiiij;s  of  fishes  were  of  great  service  to 
Cuvier  in  the  preparation  of  his  ^reat  work  uix>n  ichthyology,  and  in 
some  instances  species  were  founded  u]X)n  tlieni. 

Till-  Diikh. — There  were  few  lovers  of  nature  among  the  colonists  of 
Maidiattan,  and  with  the  exception  of  certain  names  which  have  clung 
to  well-known  animals,  such  as  the  niossliitnker  and  weakfish,  naturalists 
have  little  to  remind  them  of  the  days  of  Van  Twiller  and  Stuyvesant. 
Van  Der  IXinck,  in  1659,  described  tlic  fauna,  and  Jakob  Steendam's 
poem,  "  In  praise  of  the  Netherlands,"  catalogued  many  of  the  animals. 


'Paris,  169H;  Amsterdam,  1699;  I/mdon  (tniiislation),  rGgS. 

=  Paris,  175H. 

'  Nmivc.iiiN  VoyaRts  aux  Iiides  ( )cc it Il'ii tales,  etc.,  Paris,  176.S. 

'NovaPlaiitaruniAnicricaiiarmiiGeiUTa,  171:13.    'rraili'DL-sKougSresdeL'Am^ri^ue 


'^.^J&;r^^ 


'^.^J&^r^^ 
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The  achievements  of  Prince  Maurice  of  Nassau  (b.  1604,  d.  1679),  the 
conqueror  of  Brazil,  during  his  residence  in  that  country  from  1636  to 
1644,  were  far  more  important  than  those  of  any  one  man  in  the  seven- 
teenth century,  and  entitled  the  Netherlands  to  a  leading  place  in  the 
early  history  of  American  scientific  explorations.  The  notes  and  figures 
which  were  collected  by  him  and  his  scientific  assistants,  Marcgrave, 
Piso,  and  Cralitz,  were  published  in  part  under  the  editorship  of  Golius 
and  Laet,  and  have  been  frequently  used  by  naturalists  of  the  present 
century.  An  atlas  of  colored  drawings  from  the  hand  of  Prince  Maurice 
is  still  preserved  in  the  Royal  Library  in  Berlin.  Here  are  depicted  34 
species  of  mammals,  100  of  birds,  55  of  reptiles,  69  of  fishes,  and  77  of 
insects,  besides  many  of  plants. 

Marcgrave' s  Historia  Rerum  Naturalium  Brasilise  was  printed  in 
Amsterdam  in  1648,  four  years  after  his  untimely  death  while  exploring 
the  coast  of  Guinea. 

Piso's  Medicina  Braziliensis,  1648,  and  his  Natural  History  and  Medi- 
cine of  both  Indies,  1658,  were  also  results  of  Prince  Maurice's  expedi- 
tion. 

Among  other  contributions  made  by  the  Netherlands  to  the  natural 
history  of  America  were  the  Relation  du  Voyage  de  Isle  Tobago,  Paris, 
1606,  and  the  Histoire  Naturelle  et  Morale  des  lies  Antilles,  Rotterdam, 
1658,*  written  by  N.  Rocliefort,  a  Protestant  missionary  to  the  West 
Indies,  and  Jan  Nieuhof's  See  und  Landreize  l)encssens  een  bondege 
Beschreyving  van  gantsch  Nederland  Brazil  so  van  Landschappen  Steden, 
deren  GewafTen,  etc.,  printed  in  1682. 

Jan  Jacob  Hartsiiick,  a  Dutch  traveler  in  Guiana,  printed  a  book  of 
scientific  travels  at  Amsterdam  in  1770. 

Philipi^e  Fermin,  a  Dutch  naturalist,  resident  for  many  years  in  Suri- 
nam, published  in  Amsterdam  two  important  works  upon  the  natural 
history  of  that  region,  in  1765  his  Histoire  Naturelle  de  la  Hollande 
Equinoxiale,  and  in  1769  his  Description  de  Surinam.  I  refer  to  these 
works  as  important,  not  Ixicause  they  are  of  great  value  to  zoological 
writers  of  to-day,  but  because  they,  in  their  day,  marked  distinct 
advances  in  knowledge. 

The  Scayidinavians, — Danish  enterprise  at  an  early  day  sent  explorers 
to  the  Western  Continent,  and  the  scholarly  tendencies  of  the  Scandina- 
vian mind  were  soon  manifest  in  a  literature  of  geographical  and  scientific 
observations. 

Hans  I^gede,  a  missionary  who  went  to  Greenland  at  least  as  early  as 
1 7 15,  published  in  1741  his  comprehensive  work  upon  Greenland,  of 
which  so  many  editions  have  Ix^n  published. 

Otho  Fabricius  [b.  1744,  d.  1822],  another  missionary,  long  resident 
in  Greenland,  published  in  1780  his  Fauna  Grcenlandica,  a  work  which 


'  First  e(iitioii  without  name  of  author;  others,  Paris,  1665 ;  Lyons^  1661  \  A^v^^v-t- 
dam,  1 716. 


VI. 

Tile  seventt'L'iitli  CL'ntiiry  was  not,  upon  tlie  wliole,  a  period  favorable 
to  the  proinotuin  of  sciunce,  for  all  Knrope  was  agitated  by  war  atid  polit- 
ical .strife,  and  men  liad  neitln;r  opixjrtnnity  nor  iiidinatioii  for  intel- 
lectual pursuits.  During  its  latter  half,  however,  and  with  the  return  of 
]>eace  and  tramjnillity,  science  grew  in  favor  as  it  had  never  done  before. 
The  restoration  of  the  .Stuarts  to  the  Ivnglish  throne  was  quickly  followed 
by  the  establishment  of  the  Royal  Society.  Lonis  XIV  made  the  period 
of  liis  accession  memorable  bj-  founding  the  Royal  Academy  of  Sciences, 
and  by  building  an  ol>servatory. 

This  was  the  ]>eriod  of  intellectual  activity  which  followed  the  revival 
of  letters  in  Europe.  Cams,  in  his  Gcschichte  der  Zcwlogie,  1872,  p.  259, 
calls  it  the  period  of  encyclop;edia-ni,ikiiig  {/'crioiic  dcr  enfykhpadhchcn 

'Hroniiel,  Aincrican  NvvtutaUrt,  l)ec>mi\iex,  i^i-jij,  ^  1V1- 
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Darstellungen) ,  filling  the  interspace  between  **The  Zoology  of  the 
Middle  Ages*'  and  **the  period  of  Systematic  Classification."  Students 
of  science  had  ceased  to  compile  endless  commentaries  on  the  works 
of  Aristotle,  and  had  begun  to  record  their  own  observations  and 
thoughts,  to  gather  new  facts  and  materials,  which  were  to  serve  as  a 
basis  for  the  systematic  work  for  their  successors. 

The  greatest  names  of  the  day  among  naturalists  were  those  of  Ray, 
Tournefort,  Lister,  Jonston,  Goedart,  Redi,  Willughby,  Swammerdam, 
Sloane,  Jung,  and  Morrison;  names  not  often  referred  to  at  the  present 
day,  but  worthy  of  our  recollection  and  veneration,  for  they  were  men  of 
a  new  era — ^the  pioneers  in  systematic  zoology  and  botany. 

Among  the  earliest  representatives  of  the  new  school  in  North  America 
were  Banister,  Clayton,  Mitchell,  and  Garden.  John  Banister,  a  clergy- 
man of  the  Church  of  England,  emigrated  to  Virginia  before  1668,  and 
in  addition  to  his  clerical  duties  applied  himself  assiduously  to  the  study 
of  natural  history.  He  was  a  disciple  and  also,  no  doubt,  a  pupil  of  the 
great  English  naturalist,  John  Ray,  who  called  him  in  his  Historia  Plan- 
tarum,  *  *  erudissimus  vir  et  consummatissimus  Botanicus,"  and  corre- 
sponded also  with  Lister,  and  Compton,  Bishop  of  London.  He  was  the 
first  to  observe  intelligently  the  moUusks  and  insects  of  North  America. 
In  a  paper  communicated  to  the  Royal  Society  in  1693  he  refers  to  draw- 
ings of  ten  or  twelve  kinds  of  land  snails  and  six  of  fresh-water  mussels. 
The  drawings  were  not  published,  nor  were  the  notes,  except  those  in 
reference  to  the  circulation  of  a  species  of  snail/ 

He  sent  to  Petiver,  in  1680,  a  collection  of  fifty-two  species  of  insects, 
his  observations  upon  which,  with  notes  by  Petiver,  were  a  few  years 
later  communicated  to  the  Royal  Society.''  Among  them  many  familiar 
forms  are  recognizable — the  nuidwasp,  seventeen  -  year  locust,  cimex, 
cockroach,  firefly,  the  spring  beetle  {Elater),  and  the  tobacco  moth.  He 
appears  to  have  drawn  and  described  several  phases  of  the  life  history 
of  the  ichneumon  fly.  He  had  in  his  possession  in  1686,  and  exhibited 
to  an  English  traveler,  large  bones  and  teeth  of  fossil  mammals  from  the 
interior  of  Virginia,  the  first  of  which  we  have  any  record  in  North 
America.^ 

It  was  as  a  botanist,  however,  that  he  was  best  known.  He  made 
drawings  of  the  rarer  species,  and  transmitted  these  with  his  notes  and 
dried  specimens  to  Compton  and  Ray.  Banister's  Catalogus  Plantarum 
in  Virginia  Observatarum,  printed  in  1686,*  was  the  first  systematic  paper 

'  Philosophical  Transactions,  XVII,  1693,  pp.  671,  672.  See  also  Transactions  of 
the  lyinnaean  Society,  VII,  p.  227. 

'  Some  Observations  concerning  Insects  niade  by  Mr.  John  Banister,  in  Virginia, 
A.  D.  1680,  with  Remarks  on  them  by  Mr.  James  Petiver,  etc.  Philosophical  Trans- 
actions, XXII,  1701,  pp.  807-814. 

3  Perhaps  the  Megalonyx  jeffersonii^  subsequently  discovered. 

4  In  Ray's  Historia  Plantarum,  London,  1686. 
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Jefferson  declares  that  Clayton  was  a  native  Virginian,  and  such  is  the 
confusion  in  the  records  that  it  is  quite  possible  that  such  may  be  the 
fact.' 

Still  another  pioneer  was  Doctor  John  Mitchell,  bom  in  England  about 
1680,  and  settled  early  in  the  last  century  at  Urbana,  Virginia,  on  the  Rap- 
pahannock, where  he  remained  nearly  fifty  years,  practicing  medicine  and 
promoting  science.  He  appears  to  have  been  a  man  of  genius  and  broad  cul- 
ture, and  was  one  of  the  earliest  chemists  and  physicists  in  America.  His 
political  and  botanical  writings  were  well  received,  and  his  map  of  North 
America  is  still  an  authority  in  boundary  matters.  He  was  a  correspondent 
of  Linnseus,  and  in  1740  sent  CoUinson  a  paper  in  which  thirty  new  genera 
of  Virginia  plants  were  proposed."  His  Dissertation  upon  the  Elements 
of  Botany  and  Zoology^  was  dated  Virginia,  1738,  and  was  thus  almost 
contemporary  with  the  first  edition  of  the  Systema  Naturae  of  Linnaeus, 
though  it  was  not  printed  until  ten  years  after  it  was  written.  This  was 
the  first  work  upon  the  principles  of  science  ever  wTitten  in  America. 
In  1 743  he  coniniunicated  to  the  Royal  Society  An  Essay  upon  the  Causes 
of  the  different  Colours  of  People  in  different  Climates/ writing  from  the 
standpoint  of  an  evolutionist.  He  also  communicated  An  Account  of  the 
Preparation  and  Uses  of  the  various  Kinds  of  Potash,  ^and  a  Letter 
concerning  the  Force  of  electrical  Cohesion.**  His  fame  rests  chiefly, 
however,  upon  his  investigations  into  the  yellow  fever  epidemic  of  1737- 
1742,  published  after  his  death  by  his  friends,  Franklin  and  Rush.'  In 
1743  he  appears  to  have  been  engaged  in  physiological  researches  upon 
the  oix)ssum,  which,  however,  were  never  published.  In  1746  Doctor 
Mitchell  returned  to  England,  and  upon  the  vo3'age  was  captured  by 
French  or  Spanish  pirates,  and  his  collections  and  apparently  his  manu- 
scripts destroyed.  He  became  a  Fellow  of  the  Royal  Society,  and  in 
1 748  was  writing  a  work  upon  the  natural  and  medical  history  of  North 
.America.*  He  died  at  an  advanced  age,  about  1772.  His  name  is  per- 
petuated in  that  of  our  beautiful  little  partridge  berry,  MUchella  repens. 
"Mitchell  and  Clayton  together,**  says  Tuckerman,  **gave  to  the  botany 
of  Virginia  a  distinguished  luster.'* 

Doctor  John  Tennent,  of  Port  Royal,  Virginia,  seems  to  have  been  a 
man  of  botanical  tastes.  He  it  was  who  brought  into  view  the  virtues 
of  the  Seneca  snake  root,  pubHshing  at  Williamsburg,  in  1736,  an  essay 

'  Spotswood  Letters,  I,  pp.  i,  8 ;  II,  pp.  44, 58, 354. 

»  Darlington,  Memorials  of  John  Bartram  and  Humphrey  Marshall,  p.  21. 

3  Dissertatio  brevis  de  Principiis  Botanicorum  et  Zoologorum,  deque  novo  stabil- 
iendo  naturae  rerum  congruo  cum  Appendice  aliquot  generum  plantarum  recens  con- 
ditorum  et  in  Virginia  observatorum.     Niu-emburg,  1748. 

*  Philosophical  Transactions,  XLHI,  1744,  p.  102. 

5Idem.,XLV,  1748,  p.  541. 

*Idem.,  U,  Pt.  I,  1759,  p.  390. 

^  American  Medical  and  Philosophical  Register,  IV. 

^  James  Edward  Smith,  Correspondence  of  Limiseus^  11^  ^^.  Wa-W^. 
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the  Society  of  Friends,  accompanied  William  Penn  to  this  country  in 
1682  in  the  capacity  of  secretary,  and  became  a  public  man  of  promi- 
nence, serving  for  two  years  as  governor  of  the  colony  of  Pennsylvania. 
He  was  a  man  of  broad  culture  and  was  the  author  of  a  translation  of 
Cicero's  De  Senectute,  printed  by  Benjamin  Franklin  in  1744.  To  Logan 
belongs  the  honor  of  having  carried  on  the  first  American  investigations 
in  physiological  botany,  the  results  of  which  were  published  in  Leyden, 
in  1739,  in  an  essay  entitled  Experimenta  et  Meletemata  de  Plantarum 
Generationis.  This  essay,  which  related  to  the  fructification  of  the 
Indian  com,  was  accepted  in  its  day  as  a  valuable  contribution  to 
knowledge. 

Cadwallader  Golden  [b.  1688,  d.  1776]  was  also  a  statesman  and  a 
naturalist.  A  native  of  Scotland,  he  came  to  America  in  1708,  and, 
after  a  short  residence  in  Pennsylvania,  settled  in  New  York,  where  he 
held  the  office  of  surveyor-general  and  member  of  the  King's  council, 
and  in  later  life  was  for  many  years  lieutenant-governor,  and  frequently 
acting  governor  of  the  province.  His  intellectual  activity  manifested 
itself  in  various  directions,  and  his  History  of  the  Five  Indian  Nations 
of  Canada,  New  York,  1727,  was  one  of  the  earliest  ethnological  works 
printed  in  America.  He  also  was  interested  in  meteorology  and  astron- 
omy, and  as  a  correspondent  of  Linnaeus  and  Collinson  did  much  to 
advance  the  study  of  American  botany.  His  daughter,  Miss  Jane  Colden, 
was  the  first  lady  in  America  to  become  proficient  in  the  study  of  plants. 
She  was  the  author  of  a  Flora  of  New  York,  which  was  never  published.' 
Governor  Colden's  Plantae  Coldenhamiae,  the  first  part  of  a  catalogue  of 
the  plants  growing  in  the  neighborhood  of  his  country  residence,  Colden- 
ham,  near  Newburg,  was  the  first  treatise  on  the  fiora  of  New  York. 
It  was  published  in  1744  in  the  acts  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Upsala.'  A 
most  interesting  collection  of  papers  from  the  scientific  correspondence  of 
Colden  was  published  many  years  ago  by  Doctor  Asa  Gray.^ 

Hans  Sloane,  a  young  Irish  physician  [b.  1660,  d.  1753],  who  had 
been  a  pupil  of  Toumefort  and  Magnol,  visited  the  West  Indies  in  1684, 
and  after  his  return  printed  a  Catalogue  of  Jamaica  Plants  in  1696,  and 
later  a  sumptuously  illustrated  work  on  the  natural  history  of  Jamaica 
(1707-1725).  After  his  return  he  became  an  eminent  physician,  and  in 
1727  succeeded  Isaac  Newton  as  president  of  the  Royal  Society.  The 
collection  of  animals  and  plants  made  by  Sir  Hans  Sloane  in  America 
was  greatly  increased  by  him  during  his  long  and  active  life,  and,  having 
been  bequeathed  by  him  to  the  nation,  became,  upon  his  death  in  1753, 
the  nucleus  of  the  British  Museum. 

Another  naturalist  of  the  same  general  character  was  Mark  Catesby 
[b.  1679,  d.   1749],  who  lived  in  Virginia,  171 2  to  1721,  collecting  and 

*  Brendel  in  American  Naturalist,  December,  1879,  P-  756- 
'John  Torrey,  Flora  of  New  York,  Albany,  1843. 
3  American  Journal  of  Science,  Xt,IV,  i8(\^,  ^,  %^. 
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books  which  are  more  delightful  than  Darlington's  Memorial  oi  Bartram 
and  Smith's  Correspondence  of  Linnaeus,  made  up  as  they  are  largely  of 
the  letters  which  passed  between  Collinson  and  KUis  and  their  corre- 
spondents in  America,  and  with  Linnaeus,  to  whom  they  were  constantly 
transmitting  American  notes  and  specimens.' 

Htmiphrey  Marshall  [b.  1722,  d.  1801]  was  a  farmer-botanist  of  the 
Bartram  type,  and  the  author  of  The  American  Grove,  a  treatise  upon 
the  forest  trees  and  shrubs  of  the  United  States,  the  first  botanical  work 
which  was  entirely  American.  Darlington's  Memorials  of  Bartram  and 
Marshall  is  a  worthy  tribute  to  this  useful  man. 

Moses  Bartram,  a  nephew  of  John,  was  also  a  botanist,  and  WilUam,  his 
son  [b.  1739,  d.  1823],  was  a  much  more  prominent  figure  in  American 
science.  His  Travels  through  North  and  South  Carolina,  published  in 
1 79 1,  was,  in  the  opinion  of  Coues,  the  starting  point  of  the  distinctively 
American  school  of  ornithology. 

Collinson  was  a  correspondent  of  Benjamin  Franklin,  and  is  said  not 
only  to  have  procured  and  sent  to  him  the  first  electrical  machine  which 
came  to  America,  but  to  have  made  known  to  him  in  1743  the  results  of 
the  first  experiments  in  electricity,  the  continuation  of  which  gave  to 
Franklin  his  European  reputation  as  a  man  of  science.  Collinson  was 
instrumental  in  introducing  grape  culture  in  Virginia,  and  in  acclimating 
here  many  foreign  ornamental  shrubs. 

Ellis  was  a  more  eminent  man  of  science,  and  his  name  is  associated 
with  the  beginnings  of  modern  marine  zoology. 

Linnaeus  wrote  to  him  in  1769 :  "Your  discoveries  may  be  said  to  vie 
with  those  of  Columbus.  He  found  out  America,  or  a  new  India,  in  the 
west ;  you  have  laid  oi>en  hitherto  unknown  Indies  in  the  depths  of  the 
ocean."  He  was  royal  agent  for  West  Florida,  and  had  extraordinary 
facilities  for  obtaining  specimens  from  the  colonies. 

His  nephew,  Henry  Ellis,  F.  R.  S.  [b.  1720,  d.  1805],  was  the  author 
of  A  Voyage  to  Hudson's  Bay  in  1746  and  1747  for  Discovering  a  North 
West  Passage,  which  contains  some  valuable  notes  upon  zoology.  He 
was  in  1756  appointed  governor  of  the  colony  of  Georgia,  and  in  1758 
published  in  the  Philosophical  Transactions  an  essay  on  The  Heat  of 
the  Weather  in  Georgia.  In  1760  he  made  a  voyage  for  the  discovery 
of  a  new  passage  to  the  Pacific,  and  later  was  governor  of  Nova  Scotia, 
where  we  can  but  believe  he  continued  his  observations  and  his  corre- 
spondence with  the  savans  of  Europe.  "Finally,"  says  Jones,  ** having 
attained  a  venerable  age,  and  to  the  last  intent  upon  the  prosecution  of 
some  favorite  physical  researches,  he  fell  in  sleep,  as  did  Pliny  the  Elder, 
within  sight  of  Vesuvius,  and  upon  the  shores  of  the  beautiful  Bay  of 
Naples. ' ' ' 


'  WiUiam  Darlington,  Memorials  of  John  Bartram  and  Humphrey  Marshall.    Phil- 
adelphia, 1849,  1850. 

=  Charles  C.  Jones,  History  of  Georgia.     Baston  and  New  Y«rk,  1863. 


perplex  the  .study  of  tx)taii>'.  As  to  his  system  .  .  .  botanists  are 
uot  agreed  ahout  it.  Very  few  Hke  it.  Be  that  as  it  will,  he  is  certainly 
a  very  ingenious  man,  and  a  great  iiaturahst."  "  ,Six  years  later  he  wrote 
to  Lintiasns  himself: 

Your  systt'iii,  1  call  tfll  y<m.  oljtiiiiis  tiiiich  ill  America.  Mr.  Clayton  and  Dr. 
Col<lfii  ;iL  .\lliitiiv  on  Hudson's  River  iti  New  York,  art  complete  Professors ;  as  is 
Ur.  Mitcliell  ill  (irbaiia  ..n  Rappahiimiock  River,  in  Virginia.' 

This  ina\'  not  seem  a  very  numerous  ffillowinn,  but  twelve  years  after 
this  ( 1755)  only  .seven  ICnj^lish  botanists  were  mentioned  by  Colli nson 
ill  resjwnse  to  a  re([Uest  from  Liniuciis  t<)  know  what  botanical  people  in 
London  were  skilled  in  his  plan.' 

It  is  a  fact  not  often  referral  to  that  during  his  j^riod  of  poverty  and 
struggles,  Linn.'cus  received,  through  the  influence  of  his  patron,  Boer- 
haave,  an  appointment  in  the  colony  of  Surinam.  His  prospects  for  a 
successful  career  in  ICurope  had,  however,  brightened,  and  he  decided 
not  to  come  to  America, 


I  DarliiiKtoii,  Memorials  of  Juliii  Rarlram  ami  Huiiiplir.'y  Mar-iliall.     Philadelphia 
349:  'RSo,  p-  106. 

'Smith,  Corre.^iiJDinleiice  of  l.iinueas.  I,  ]i.  9. 
'Idelli,,  p.  a- 


Beginnings  of  Natural  History  in  America,  393 

His  interest  in  American  natural  history  was  always  very  great,  and 
his  descriptions  of  New  World  forms  seem  to  have  been  drawn  up  with 
especial  care.  Garden,  Colden,  Bartram,  Mitchell,  Clayton,  and  Ellis 
were  all,  as  we  have  seen,  active  in  supplying  him  with  materials,  and 
his  pupils,  Kalm,  Alstroem,  Loefling,  Kuhn,  and  Rolander  (who  col- 
lected for  many  years  in  Surinam)  sent  him  many  notes  and  specimens. 

The  progress  of  systematic  zoology  in  the  interval  between  Ray  and 
Linnaeus  may  perhaps  best  be  illustrated  by  some  brief  statistical  refer- 
ences. The  former,  in  1690,  made  an  estimate  of  the  number  of  animals 
and  plants  known  at  that  time. 

The  number  of  beasts,  including  serpents,  he  placed  at  150,  adding 
that  according  to  his  belief  not  many  that  are  of  any  considerable  big- 
ness in  the  known  regions  of  the  world  have  escaped  the  cognizance  of 
the  curious. 

Linnaeus  in  his  twelfth  edition  (1766)  described  210  species  of  beasts 
or  mammals,  and  124  of  reptiles,  so  called.  Of  the  mammals  known  to 
Linnaeus,  78,  or  more  than  one-third,  were  American,  and  88  of  the 
reptiles  were  attributed  to  this  country. 

**The  number  of  birds,'*  said  Ray,  **may  be  near  500."  Linnaeus 
catalogued  790,  of  which  about  one-third  were  American. 

Although  at  this  time  the  Middle  and  Southern  States  were  the  most 
active  in  the  prosecution  of  scientific  researches,  there  were  in  New  Eng- 
land at  least  two  diligent  students  of  nature.  Paul  Dudley,  F.  R.  S. 
[b.  1675] ,  chief  justice  of  the  colony  of  Massachusetts,  was  the  author  of 
several  papers  in  the  Philosophical  Transactions.  Among  these  were  A 
Description  of  the  Moose  Deer  in  America,'  An  Account  of  a  Method 
lately  found  out  in  New  England  for  Discovering  where  the  Bees  Hive  in 
the  Woods,'  An  Account  of  the  Rattlesnake,^  and  An  Essay  upon  the 
Natural  Histor>'  of  Whales,  with  a  particular  Account  of  the  Ambergris 
found  in  the  Spermaceti  Whale, ^  which  is  often  quoted. 

Others  were  An  account  of  the  Poyson  Wood  Tree  in  New  England,^ 
and  Observations  on  some  Plants  in  New  England,  with  remarkable 
Instances  of  the  Nature  and  Power  of  Vegetation.'^  He  also  appears  to 
have  .sent  to  CoUinson  a  treatise  upon  the  evergreens  of  New  England.^ 

The  Rev.  Jared  Eliot  [b.  1685,  d.  1763],  minister  at  Killingworth,  in 
Connecticut,  and  one  of  the  earliest  graduates  of  Yale  College,  described 
by  his  contemporaries  as  **  the  first  physician  of  his  day,'*  and  as  **  the 
first  botanist  in  New  England,"  appears  to  have  been  a  correspondent  of 
Franklin  and  a  scientific  agriculturist. 

» I*hilosophical  Transactions,  XXXI,  1721,  pp.  165-168. 

"Idem.,  XXXI,  1721,  pp.  148-150. 

3  Idem.,  XXXII,  1723,  pp.  292-295. 

*Idem.,  XXXIII,  1725,  pp.  256-269. 

5  Idem.,  XXI,  1721,  pp.  145,  146. 

*Idem.,  XXXIII,  1724,  pp.  194-200 

7  See  Tuckemian  in  Archseologia  Americana,  IV,  pp.  12^^  i.if». 


Tlie  circumstance  shall  be  related  in  the  words  of  Daniel  Webster,  who 
was  verj-  fond  of  relating  the  anecdote; 

It  was  a  dispute  in  relation  to  the  moose,  and  in  one  of  the  circles  of  the  beaux- 
esprils  in  Paris,  Mr.  Jefferson  conlendeil  for  some  characteristics  in  the  formation  of 
the  animal,  which  Buffon  stoutly  denied.  Whereupon  Mr.  Jefferson  wixite  from 
Paris  to  General  John  Sullivan,  then  re.sidiiTg  in  Durham,  New  Hampshire,  to  pro- 
cure and  senil  hiin  the  wliole  fraizie  of  a  moose.  The  General  was  no  little  astonished 
at  a  refjuest  he  dei-iiieil  so  extraordinary,  but,  well  acquainted  with  Mr.  Jefferson, 
he  knew  he  must  have  sufficient  reason  for  it.  so  he  made  a  hunting  party  of  his  neigh- 
bors and  took  the  field.  They  captured  a  moo.se  of  unusual  proportions,  stripped  it 
to  the  lK>ne,  and  sent  the  skeleton  to  Sir.  Jefferson  at  a  cost  of  ^50.  On  its  arrival 
Mr.  Jeffersoii  invited  ItulTon  and  some  other  savants  to  a  supper  at  his  house  and 
exhiliited  his  dear-bouj^ht  s]>cci[ne]i.  Buffon  immediately  acknowledged  his  error. 
"  I  shoidd  have  consulted  you.  Monsieur."  he  said,  "  before  publishing  my  book  on 
Natural  History,  and  then  I  should  have  been  sure  of  uij'  facts." 

In  still  another  matter  in  which  lie  was  at  variance  with  Buffon  he 
was  niaiiifesth-  in  the  right.  In  a  letter  to  President  Madison,  of  Wil- 
liam and  Mary  College,  he  wrote : 

Speaking-  one  day  with  M.  de  ItuiTon  on  the  ]treseMt  ardor  of  chemical  inquiry,  he 
affected  to  consider  chemistry  but  as  cookery  atul  to  place  the  toils  of  the  laboratory 
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on  a  footing  with  those  of  the  kitchen.  I  think  it,  on  the  contrary,  amon;>  the  most 
useful  of  sciences  and  big  with  future  discoveries  for  the  utility  and  safety  of  the 
human  race. 

It  was  the  scientific  foresight  of  Jefferson,  so  manifest  in  such  letters, 
which  led  him  to  advocate  so  vigorously  the  idea  that  science  must  be 
the  comer  stone  of  our  Republic. 

In  1789  he  wrote  from  Paris  to  Doctor  Willard,  president  of  Harvard 
College : 

To  Doctor  Wii^i^rd: 

What  a  field  have  we  at  our  doors  to  signalize  ourselves  in.  The  botany  of  America 
is  far  from  being  exhausted,  its  mineralogy  is  untouched,  and  its  natural  history  or 
zoology  totally  mistaken  and  misrepresented.  .  .  .  It  is  for  such  institutions  as 
that  over  which  you  preside  so  worthily,  sir,  to  do  justice  to  our  country,  its  produc- 
tions, and  its  genius.  It  is  the  work  to  which  the  young  men  you  are  forming  should 
lay  their  hands.  We  have  spent  the  prime  of  our  lives  in  procuring  them  the  precious 
blessing  of  liberty.  Let  them  spend  theirs  in  showing  that  it  is  the  great  parent  of 
science  and  of  virtue,  and  that  a  nation  will  be  great  in  both  always  in  proportion 

as  it  is  free. 

Thomas  Jeffbrson. 

To  Jefferson's  interest  was  due  the  organization  of  the  first  Government 
exploring  expedition.  As  early  as  1780  we  find  him  anxious  to  promote 
an  expedition  to  the  upper  portion  of  the  Mississippi  Valley,  and  offering 
to  raise  1,000  guineas  for  the  purpose  from  private  sources,  and  while  he 
was  President  he  dispatched  Lewis  and  Clarke  upon  their  famous  expe- 
dition into  the  Northwest — the  precursor  of  all  the  similar  enterprises 
carried  on  by  the  General  Government,  which  have  culminated  in  our 
magnificent  Geological  Surv^ey. 

Jefferson's  personal  influence  in  favor  of  science  was  of  incalculable 
value.  Transferred  from  the  presidency  of  the  principal  American  scien- 
tific society  to  the  Presidency  of  the  nation,  he  carried  with  him  to  the 
Executive  Mansion  the  tastes  and  habits  of  a  scientific  investigator.  Mr. 
Luther,  in  his  recent  essay  upon  Jefferson  as  a  Naturalist,'  has  shown 
that  during  his  residence  in  Paris  he  kept  the  four  principal  colleges — 
Harvard,  Yale,  William  and  Mar>',  and  the  College  of  Philadelphia — 
informed  of  all  that  happened  in  the  scientific  circles  of  Europe. 

He  wrote  to  one  correspondent:  *'  Nature  intended  me  for  the  tranquil 
pursuits  of  science,  by  rendering  them  my  supreme  delight. '  *  To  another 
he  said:  **  Your  first  gives  me  information  in  the  line  of  natural  history, 
and  the  second  promises  political  news.  The  first  is  my  passion,  the  last 
my  duty,  and  therefore  both  desirable.*' 

When  Jefferson  went  to  Philadelphia  to  be  inaugurated  Vice-President 
he  carried  with  him  a  collection  of  fossil  bones  which  he  had  obtained  in 
Greenbrier  County,  West  Virginia,  together  with  a  paper,  in  which  were 
formulated  the  results  of  his  studies  upon  them.     This  was  published  in 

•  Magazine  of  American  History,  April,  1885,  p.  37^^. 
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through  the  United  States,  proceeding  from  New  York  south  to  Florida 
and  the  Bahamas.  He  was  accompanied  in  his  more  southern  excur- 
sions by  Professor  Marter  and  Doctor  Stupicz,  who,  with  several  assist- 
ants, had  been  sent  to  America  from  Vienna  to  make  botanical  explora- 
tions. Schoepf 's  Nord  Amerikanische  Reisen  is  full  of  interesting  notes 
upon  natural  history,  and  describes  nearly  all  the  scientific  men  at  that 
time  resident  in  the  United  States.  His  Materia  Medica  Americana, 
published  in  1787  at  Erlangen,  was  a  standard  in  its  day.' 

One  of  the  most  prominent  names  in  American  natural  history  is 
that  of  John  Reinhold  Forster  [b.  1729,  d.  1798],  who  was  a  leader  in 
zoological  studies  in  England  during  the  last  century.  He  was  a  native 
of  Germany,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  professor  of  botany  at  Halle. 
He  spent  many  years  in  England,  and  was  the  naturalist  of  Cooke's 
second  voyage  around  the  world  (1772--1775).  In  1771  he  published  in 
London,  in  an  appendix  to  his  translation  of  Kalm's  Travels,  A  Cata- 
logue of  the  Animals  of  North  America,  compiled  from  the  writings  of  Lin- 
naeus, Pennant,  Brisson,  Edwards,  and  Catesby,  and  in  the  same  year  a 
similar  nominal  catalogue  of  the  plants  of  North  America.  His  account 
of  the  birds  sent  from  Hudson  Bay,  published  in  1772,  was  a  valuable 
contribution  to  American  ornithology,  **  notable,"  says  Cones,  **asthe 
first  formal  treatise  exclusively  devoted  to  a  collection  of  North  Amer- 
ican birds  sent  abroad."  Fifty-eight  species  were  described,  among 
which  were  several  new  to  science.  Other  papers  of  equal  value  were 
published  upon  the  quadrupeds  and  fishes  of  the  same  region.  Forster 
was  one  of  the  earliest  students  of  the  geographical  distribution  of  ani- 
mals, and  his  Enchiridion  of  Natural  History  was  in  its  day  a  standard. 
His  son,  John  George  Forster,  who  was  his  companion  in  the  voyage  of 
circumnavigation,  owes  his  fame  to  his  literary  rather  than  to  his  scien- 
tific labors.  He  published  a  paper  on  the  Patella  or  Limpet  Fish  found 
at  Bermuda.' 

The  annals  of  Russian  explorations  upon  the  west  coast  of  North 
America  have  been  so  exhaustively  recorded  by  Dall  in  his  Alaska  and 
its  Resources  that  only  passing  mention  need  be  made  of  the  two  German 
naturaUsts,  Steller  and  Chamisso,  whose  names  are  identified  with  the 
natural  history  work  of  the  Russian  explorer. 

Among  the  other  naturalists  whose  names  are  associated  with  America 
during  this  period  may  be  mentioned  Sonnini  de  Manoncour,  an  eminent 
French  zoologist,  who  traveled  in  Surinam  from  1771  to  1775  and  made 
important  contributions  to  its  ornithology.  Don  Felix  de  Azara  [b. 
1746,  d.  after  1806] ,  who  carried  on  researches  in  Spanish  America  from 
1 78 1  to  180 1 ;  Don  Antonio  Parra,  who  published  a  useful  treatise  on  the 
natural  history  of  Cuba  in  Havana,  in  1 787 ;  Don  Joseph  C.  Mutis,  a  learned 
Spanish  ecclesiastic  and  physician,  professor  of  natural  history  in  the 

'Erlangen,  1788,  2  vols.,  octavo. 

'Philosophical  Transactions,  L»  Pt.  2,  1758,  p.  859. 
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ot  HIS  flay,  but  wiiose  metiioas  ot  tiiougtit  ana  argument  were  already 

antiquated. 

His  monastic  traiiiiiip  led  him  to  write  from  the  standpoint  of  a  com- 
mentator rather  than  that  of  an  original  obser\-er,  and  his  obeervations 
upon  the  animals  and  plants  of  Mexico  were  subordinated  ia  a  veij- 
unfortunate  manner  to  those  of  his  predecessor,  Hernandez,  In  the 
Dissertations,  which  make  up  the  fourth  volume  of  his  history,  he 
throws  aside,  in  the  ardor  of  his  dispute  witli  Buffoii  and  his  followers, 
the  trammels  of  tradition,  and  places  upon  record  many  facts  concerning 
American  natural  history  which  had  never  before  been  referred  to.  He 
here  presented  a  list  of  the  quadrupeds  of  America,  the  first  ever  printed 
for  the  entire  continent,  including  143  species;  not  systematically 
arranged,  it  is  true,  but  perhaps  as  scientific  in  its  construction  as  was 
possible  at  that  time,  even  had  its  author  Ijeen  trained  in  the  school  of 
LinuEEUs. 

Clavigero's  dissertations  are  well  worthy  of  the  attention  of  naturalists 
even  of  the  present  day.     His  essay  upon  the  manner  in  which  the  conti- 

'Smith,  Correspondence  of  Linnaeus,  II,  pp.  507-550. 
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nent  of  America  was  peopled  with  living  forms,  shows  a  remarkable 
appreciation  of  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of  the  solution  of  this  still 
unsolved  problem.  The  position  taken  by  its  author  is  not  unlike  that 
held  by  zoogeographers  of  to-day,  in  considering  it  necessary  to  bridge 
with  land  the  waters  between  Asia  and  Northwestern  America,  and 
Africa  and  South  America.'  In  his  first  Dissertation  of  the  Animals  of 
Mexico  he  combats  the  prevailing  European  views  as  to  the  inferiority 
of  the  soil  and  climate  of  the  New  World  and  the  degeneracy  of  its 
inhabitants,  engaging  in  the  same  battle  in  which  fought  also  Harriot^ 
Acosta,  and  Jefferson. 

Clavigero's  contributions  to  archaeology  and  ethnology  are  extensive 
and  valuable,  and  we  can  but  admit  that  at  the  time  of  the  issue  of  his 
Storia  Antica  no  work  concerning  America  had  been  printed  in  KngUsh 
which  was  equally  valuable. 

Although  in  his  formal  discussion  of  the  natural  history  of  Mexico  he 
follows  closely  the  nomenclature  and  arrangement  of  Hernandez,  there 
are  many  important  original  observations  inserted.  I  will  instance  only 
the  notes  on  the  mechanism  of  the  poison  gland  and  fang  of  the  rattle- 
snake, the  biographies  of  the  possum,  the  coyote  and  the  tapir,  and  the 
Tuza  or  pouched  rat,  the  mocking  bird,  the  chegoe,  and  the  cochineal 
insect.  Clavigero  states  that  Father  Inamma,  a  Jesuit  missionary  of 
California,  has  made  many  experiments  upon  snakes  which  serve  to 
confirm  those  made  by  Mead  upon  vipers. 

To  the  post-Revolutionary  period  belongs  Doctor  Manasseh  Cutler, 
for  fifty-one  years  minister  of  Ipswich  Hamlet,  Massachusetts  [b.  1743, 
d.  1823],  who  in  1785  published  An  Account  of  some  of  the  vegetable 
Productions,  naturally  growing  in  this  Part  of  America,  botanically 
arranged,'  in  which  he  described  about  370  species.  Cutler  was  a  cor- 
respondent of  Muhlenberg  in  Pennsylvania,  Swartz  and  Payshull  in 
Sweden,  and  Withering  and  Stokes  in  England.  He  left  unpublished 
manuscripts  of  great  value.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  settle- 
ment in  Ohio,  and  at  one  time  a  member  of  Congress.  After  Cutler, 
says  Tuckerman,  there  appeared  in  the  Northeastern  States  nothing  of 
importance  until  the  new  school  of  New  England  botanists,  a  school 
characterized  by  the  names  of  an  Oakes,  a  Boott,  and  an  Emerson,  was 
founded  in  18 14,  by  the  publication  of  Bigelow's  Florula  Bostoniensis. 

Thomas  Walter  [b.  in  Hampshire,  1740]  published  in  London,  in  1787, 
his  Flora  Caroliniana,  a  scholarly  work  describing  the  plants  of  a  region 
situate  upon  the  Santee  River.' 

Doctor  Hugh  Williamson,  of  North  Carolina  [b.  1735,  d.  1819] ,  was  a 
prominent  member  of  the  American  Philosophical  Society.     He  was  con- 

'  See  similar  speculation  in  George  Scot's  Model  of  the  Qovenunent  of  the  Pro- 
vince of  East  New  Jersey  in  America.    Edinbwgh,  1685. 
»  Memoirs  of  the  American  Academy  of  Sciences,  1785. 
sfirendel,  American  Naturalist,  December,  1879,  p.  758. 


was  under  consideration  early  in  the  seventeeuth  century.  "The  great 
Mr.  Boyle,"  writes  liliot,  "Bishop  Wilkins,  and  several  other  learned 
men,  had  proposed  to  lea\-e  KiiKland  and  establish  a  society  for  promoting 
natural  knowledRe  in  the  new  colony,  of  which  Mr,  Winthrop,  their 
intimate  friend  and  assix^iate,  was  apixjinted  governor.  Such  men  were 
too  valuable  to  lose  from  Great  Britain  ;  and  Charles  II  having-  taken 
them  under  his  protection,  the  society  was  there  established,  and  obtained 
the  title  of  the  Royal  Society  of  London.'" 

For  more  than  a  hinulred  years  the  Royal  Society  was  the  chief  resource 
of  uaturali.sts  in  North  America.     The  three  Winthrops,  Mitchell,  Clay- 
ton, Garden,  Franklin,   Byrd,  Rittcnhouse,  and  others  were  among  its 
I  fellows,  and  the  Philosophical  Transactions  contained  many  American 

papers. 
i  As  at  an  early  date  the  Society  of  Arts  in  London  began  to  oifer  prizes 

I  for  various  industrial  successes  in  the  colonies,  for  instance,  for  the  pro- 

I  duction  of  potash  and  pearlash,  for  the  culture  of  silk,  and  for  the  culture 

'■■  of  hemp,  the  vine,  .safBower,  olives,  logwood,  opium,  scammony,  burilla, 

'John  Eliot,  Biographical  Dictionary  of  Eminent  Characters  in  New  Bttgland, 
Boston,  1809. 
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aloes,  sarsaparilla,  cinnamon,  myrtle  wax,  the  production  of  saltpeter, 
cobalt,  cochineal,  the  manufacture  of  wine,caisins,  and  olive  oil,  the  col- 
lection of  gum  from  the  persimmon  tree,  and  the  acclimation  of  silk  grass. 
A  medal  was  given  in  1861  to  Doctor  Jared  Eliot,  ot  Connecticut,  for  the 
extraction  of  iron  from  '* black  sand.*' '  In  1757  we  fi^  their  secretary 
endeavoring  to  establish  branch  societies  in  the  colonial  cities,  especially 
in  Charleston,  Philadelphia,  and  New  York,  and  Garden  see^ns  to  have 
tried  to  carry  out  the  entei:prise  in  Charleston.  After  two  yearshe  wrote 
that  the  society  organized  had  become  "a  mere  society  of  drawing, 
painting,  and  sculpture.*' 

In  a  subsequent  letter  he  utters  a  pitiful  plaint.  He  has  often  won- 
dered, he  says,  **that  there  should  be  a  country  abounding  with  almost 
every  sort  of  plant,  and  almost  every  species  of  the  animal  kind,  and  yet 
that  it  should  not  have  pleased  God  to  raise  up  one  botanist.*'* 

The  American  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences  was  founded  by  the 
legislature  of  Massachusetts  in  1780,  and  its  first  volume  of  memoirs 
appeared  in  1785. 

In  1788  an  effort  was  made  by  the  Chevalier  Quesnay  de  Beaurepaire 
to  found  in  Richmond,  Virginia,  the  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  upon  the  model  of  the  French  Academy. 
The  plan  was  submitted  to  the  Royal  Academy  of  Sciences  in  Paris,  and 
received  its  unqualified  indorsement,  signed,  among  others,  by  Lavoisier. 
A  large  subscription  was  made  by  the  Virginians  and  a  large  building 
erected,  but  an  academy  of  sciences  needs  members  as  well  as  a  president, 
and  the  enterprise  was  soon  abandoned.^ 

In  1799  was  organized  the  Connecticut  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences, 
which,  after  publishing  one  volume  of  Transactions,  went  into  a  state 
of  inactivity  from  which  it  did  not  arouse  itself  until  1866. 

This  sketch  would  not  be  complete  without  some  reference  also  to  the 
history  of  scientific  instruction  in  America  during  the  last  century. 

The  first  regular  lectures  upon  a  special  natural  history  topic  appear  to 
have  been  upon  comparative  anatomy.  A  course  upon  this  topic  was 
delivered  at  Newport,  Rhode  Island,  in  1754,  by  Doctor  William  Hunter, 
a  native  of  Scotland  [b.  about  1729],  a  kinsman  of  the  famous  English 
anatomists,  William  and  John  Hunter,  and  a  pupil  of  Munro.  His  course 
upon  comparative  anatomy  was  given  in  connection  with  others  upon 
human  anatomy  and  the  history  of  anatomy,  the  first  medical  lectures  in 
America.* 

*See  Dossie,  Memoirs  of  Agriculture.  London,  I,  1768,  pp.  24-26;  also  Brock  in 
Richmond  Standard,  April  26,  1879,  P-  4' 

'Smith,  Correspondence  of  Linnaeus,  I,  p.  477. 

3 Samuel  Mordecai,  Richmond  in  By-gone  Days.  Richmond,  1856.  A  copy  of 
the  original  pamphlet  of  proposals  is  still  preserved  in  the  Virginia  State  Library. 

^  One  of  the  original  tickets  to  these  courses  is  in  the  Library  of  the  Surgeon-Gen- 
eral's Office  in  Washington. 
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Harvard  appears  to  have  had  the  first  separate  professorship  of  natural 
history,  which  was  filled  by  William  Dandridge  Peck,  a  zoologist  and 
botanist  of  prominence  in  his  day. 

A  professorship  of  botany  was  established  in  Columbia  College,  New 
York,  as  early  as  1795,  at  which  time  Doctor  David  Hosack  [b.  in  New 
York,  1769,  d.  1835]  was  the  incumbent.  Doctor  Hosack  brought  with 
him  from  Europe,  in  1790,  the  first  cabinet  of  minerals  ever  seen  in  the 
United  States.  In  its  arrangement  he  was  assisted  by  one  of  his  pupils, 
Archibald  Bruce,  who  became,  in  1806,  professor  of  mineralogy,  and  who, 
soon  after,  in  1810,  established  the  American  Journal  of  Mineralogy. 

Doctor  Hosack  was  the  founder  of  the  first  public  botanic  garden — 
this  was  in  New  York  in  1801;  another  was  founded  in  Charleston  in 
1804.  These  had  disappeared  forty  years  ago,  and  the  one  at  Cambridge, 
established  in  1808,  is  the  only  one  now  in  existence. 

The  first  public  museum  was  that  founded  in  Philadelphia,  in  1785,  by 
Charles  Willsou  Peale,  the  bones  of  a  mammoth  and  a  stuffed  paddlefish 
forming  its  nucleus.  This  establishment  had  a  useful  career  of  nearly 
fifty  years. 

VII. 

We  have  now  rehearsed  the  story  of  the  earliest  investigators  of  Amer- 
ican natural  history,  including  two  centuries  of  English  endeavor,  and 
nearly  three  if  we  take  into  consideration  the  earlier  explorations  of  the 
naturalists  of  continental  Europe.  We  have  seen  how,  in  the  course  of 
many  generations,  the  intellectual  supremacy  of  the  Western  Continent 
went  from  the  Spaniards  and  the  French  and  the  Dutch  to  the  new 
people  who  were  to  be  called  Americans,  and  we  have  become  acquainted 
with  the  men  who  were  most  thoroughly  identified  with  the  scientific 
endeavors  of  each  successive  i^eriod  of  activity. 

The  achievements  of  American  science  during  the  century  which  has 
elapsed  since  the  time  when  Franklin,  Jefferson,  Rittenhouse,  and  Rum- 
ford  were  its  chief  exponents  have  been  often  the  subject  of  presidential 
addresses  like  this,  and  the  record  is  a  proud  one.  During  the  last  fifty 
years  in  England,  and  the  last  forty  in  America,  discovery  has  followed 
discovery  with  such  rapid  succession  that  it  is  somewhat  hard  to  realize 
that  American  science  in  the  colonial  period,  or  even  that  of  Europe  at 
the  same  time,  had  any  features  which  are  worthy  of  consideration. 

The  naturalists  whose  names  I  have  mentioned  were  the  intellectual 
ancestors  of  the  naturalists  of  to-day.  Upon  the  foundations  which  they 
laid  the  superstructure  of  modern  natural  histor>'  is  supported.  Without 
the  encyclopedists  and  explorers  there  could  have  been  no  Ray,  no  Klein, 
no  Linnreus.  Without  the  systematists  of  the  latter  part  of  the  eighteenth 
century  the  school  of  comparative  anatomists  would  never  have  arisen. 
Had  Cuvier  and  his  disciples  never  lived  there  would  have  been  no  place 
for  the  philosophic  biologists  of  to-day. 


"Has  not  science  its  embryology?  And  must  not  the  neglect  of  its 
embryology  lead  to  a  misunderstanding  of  the  principles  of  its  evolution 
and  its  existing  organization  ?  ' ' 

It  seems  to  nie  unfortunate,  therefore,  that  we  should  allow  the  value 
of  the  labors  of  our  predecessors  to  be  depreciated,  or  to  refer  to  the 
naturalists  of  the  last  century  as  belonging  to  the  unscientific  or  to  the 
archaic  period.  It  has  been  frequently  said  by  naturalists  that  there  was 
no  science  in  America  until  after  the  begimiing  of  the  present  century. 
This  is,  in  one  sense,  true ;  in  another  very  false.  There  were  then,  it  is 
certain,  many  men  equal  in  capacity,  in  culture,  in  enthusiasm,  to  the 
naturalists  of  to-day,  who  were  giving  careful  attention  to  the  study  of 
precisely  the  same  phenomena  of  nature.  The  misfortune  of  men  of 
science  in  the  year  of  1785  was  that  they  had  three  generations  fewer 
of  scientific  predecessors  than  have  we.  Can  it  be  doubted  that  the 
scieutists  of  some  period  long  distant  will  look  back  upon  the  work  of  our 
own  time  as  archaic  and  crude,  and  catalogue  our  books  among  the 
' '  curiosities  of  scientific  literature  ? ' ' 

Is  it  not  incumbent  upon  workers  in  science  to  keep  green  the  memory 
of  those  whose  traditions  they  have  inherited?  That  it  is,  I  do  most 
Steadfastly  believe,  and  with  this  purpose  I  have  taken  advantage  of  the 
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tercentenary  of  American  biology  to  read  this  review  of  the  work  of  the 
men  of  old. 

Monuments  are  not  often  erected  to  men  of  science.  More  enduring, 
however,  than  monuments  are  those  living  and  self -perpetuating  memo- 
rials, the  plants  and  animals  which  bear  the  names  of  the  masters  who 
knew  them  and  loved  them.  Well  have  the  Agassizs  remarked  that 
''there  is  a  world  of- meaning  hidden  under  our  zoological  and  botanical 
nomenclature,  known  only  to  those  who  are  intimately  acquainted  with 
the  annals  of  scientific  life  in  its  social  as  well  as  its  professional  aspect."  ' 

I  hope  I  am  not  at  this  day  entirely  alone  in  my  appreciation  of  the 
extreme  appropriateness  of  this  time-honored  custom,  although  I  know 
that  many  of  our  too  matter-of-fact  naturalists  are  disposed  to  abandon 
it,  and  that  it  is  losing  much  of  its  former  significance.  In  fact,  in  these 
days  of  unstable  nomenclature,  such  tributes  are  often  very  evanescent. 
It  seems  fortunate  that  the  names  of  some  of  the  most  honored  of  the 
early  naturalists  are  perpetuated  in  well-established  generic  and  specific 
combinations.' 

When  I  see  the  Linncea  borealis,  I  am  always  reminded  of  the  sage  of 
Upsala,  as  he  is  represented  in  the  famous  Amsterdam  painting,  clad  in 
I^pland  fur,  and  holding  a  spray  of  that  graceful  arctic  plant.  Magnolia 
and  Wistaria  call  up  the  venerable  professors  of  botany  at  Montpeher  and 
Philadelphia.  Tradescantia  virginica  reminds  me  of  John  Tradescant 
and  the  Ashmolean  Museum,  whose  beginnings  were  gathered  by  him 
in  Virginia.  The  cape  jessamine  {Gardenia),  the  spring  beauty  {Clay- 
to?iia),  the  partridge  berry  {Mitchella),  the  iron  weed  {Vemania),  the 
Qiiercus  bartraniii  {^=Q.  heterophylld) ,  the  Scams  catesbyi,  Thalictrum 
and  Asclepias  cornuti,  Macnirus  fabricii,  Didelphys  and  Canis  azarce^ 
Chauliodus  sloajiei,  Alutera  schccfii,  Sterna  forsteri,  Stokphorus  mitchilli^ 
Malacanthus  plumieri,  Salix  cutleri,  2Ci\A  Pinus  banksiayia,  Xh^Kalmia,  the 
Jeffersonia,  the  Hemandia,  the  Comptonia,  the  Sarracenia,  the  Gaultheria^ 
the  Kuhnia,  the  Ellisia,  the  Coldenia^  the  Robinia,  the  Banisteria,  the 
Plumieria,  the  Collinsonia,  the  Bartramia^  all  bear  the  names  of  men 
associated  with  the  beginnings  of  natural  history  in  America. 

Yet,  pleasant  as  it  is  to  recall  in  such  manner  the  achievements  of  the 

'  Seaside  Studies  in  Natural  History,  p.  25. 

'  The  genus  Harriotta  has  been  dedicated  by  Goode  and  Bean  to  the  memory  of 
Thomas  Harriot.  It  is  intended  to  embrace  a  long-rostrated  chimaeroid  fish  from 
deep  water  ofif  the  Atlantic  coast  of  North  America.  The  description  is  not  yet 
published.  Heriot's  Isle,  named  for  Harriot  by  the  early  explorers,  and  shown 
upon  Vaughan's  map,  in  Smith*s  General  History  of  Virginia,  has  entirely  dis- 
appeared. It  was  situate  on  the  north  side  of  Albemarle  Sound,  about  midway 
between  Roanoke  Island  and  the  mouth  of  Chowan  River.  Whether  it  has  been 
swept  away  by  the  tides,  or  has  become  a  part  of  the  mainland,  it  is  diflficult  to  say. 
The  latter  supposition  seems  the  most  probable,  and  since  it  is  in  all  likelihood 
Ree<ls  Point  which  now  occupies  its  former  location,  the  propriety  is  suggested  of 
calling  this  little  cape  Harriots  Point,  in  memory  of  the  explorer. 
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THE  BEGINNINGS  OF  AMERICAN  SCIENCE. 

THE  THIRD  CENTURY. 


By  George  Brown  Goode, 
President  of  the  Biologicat  Society  of  Washington, 


VIII. 

In  the  address  which  it  was  my  privilege  one  year  ago  to  read  in  the 
presence  of  this  society  I  attempted  to  trace  the  progress  of  scientific 
activity  in  America  from  the  time  of  the  first  settlement  by  the  English 
in  1585  to  the  end  of  the  Revolution,  a  period  of  nearly  two  hundred 
years. 

Resuming  the  subject,  I  shall  now  take  up  the  consideration  of  the 
third  century,  from  1782  to  the  present  time.  For  convenience  of  dis- 
cussion the  time  is  divided,  approximately,  into  decades,  while  the  dec- 
ades naturally  fall  into  groups  of  three.  From  1780  to  18 10,  from  18 lO 
to  1840,  from  1840  to  1870,  and  from  1870  to  the  close  of  the  century 
are  periods  in  the  history  of  American  thought,  each  of  which  seems  to 
be  marked  by  characteristics  of  its  own.  These  must  have  names,  and 
it  may  not  be  inappropriate  to  call  the  first  the  period  of  Jefferson,  the 
second  that  of  Silliman,  and  the  third  that  of  Agassiz. 

The  first  was,  of  course,  an  extension  of  the  period  of  I^innaeus,  the 
second  and  third  were  during  the  mental  supremacy  of  Cuvier  and  Von 
Baer  and  their  schools,  and  the  fourth  or  present,  beginning  in  1870, 
belongs  to  that  of  Darwin,  the  extension  of  whose  influence  to  America 
was  delayed  by  the  tumults  of  the  civil  convulsion  which  began  in  1861 
and  ended  in  1865. 

The  beginnings  of  American  science  do  not  belong  entirely  to  the 
past.  Our  science  is  still  in  its  youth,  and  in  the  discussion  of  its  history 
I  shall  not  hesitate  to  refer  to  institr.tions  and  to  tendencies  which  are  of 
very  recent  origin. 


*  Annual  presidential  address  delivered  at  the  seventh  anniversary  meeting  of  the 

Biological  Society  of  Washington,  January  22,  1887,  in  the  lecture  room  of  the 

United  States  National  Museum. 
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France  in  1 785,  the  meetings  of  the  American  Philosophical  Society  were 
resumed.  Friuiklin  continued  to  be  its  president  until  his  death  in  1790, 
at  the  same  time  holding  the  presidency  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania and  a  seat  in  the  Constitutional  Convention.  Tlie  prestige  of 
its  leader  doubtless  gave  to  the  society  greater  prominence  than  its  scien- 
tific objects  alone  would  have  secured. 

In  the  reminiscences  of  Doctor  Manasseh  Cutler  there  is  to  be  found  an 
admirable  picture  of  Franklin  in  1 787.  As  we  read  it  we  are  taken  back 
into  the  verj'  presence  of  tJie  philosopher  and  statesman,  and  can  form  a 
very  clear  appreciation  of  the  .scientific  atmosphere  which  surrounded  the 
.scientific  leaders  of  the  ixjst- Revolutionary  period. 

Doctor  Cutler  wrote : 

Doctor  l''rank1iii  lives  in  Market  Street,  twtween  Second  anil  Third  Streets,  but 
his  house  staniis  np  a  court-yanl  at  some  distance  from  the  street.  We  found  him 
in  his  garden,  sitting  upon  a  grass  plat  under  a  large  mulberry  tree,  with  several 
other  gentlemen  and  two  or  three  ladies.  'When  Mr.  Gerry  introduced  me  he  rose 
front  his  chair,  took  uic  hy  the  hand,  expressed  his  '  t  see  n  w  loomed  me  to 
the  city,  and  l>egged  nie  to  seat  myself  close  by  him      H  v,       ow,  his  coun- 

tenance open,  frank,  anil  pleasing,     I  delivered  him     y  A      r  he  had  read 

them  he  look  me  again  by  the  hand  and.  with  the  p   n      ts,  introduced 

nie  to  the  other  j;ent!enicn,  who  were,  most  of  then    n     n  e  Convention. 

Here  wc  entered  into  a  free  conversation,  and  spent   h  greeably  until 
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it  was  dark.  The  tea  table  was  spread  under  the  tree,  and  Mrs.  Bache,  who  is  the 
only  daughter  of  the  Doctor  and  lives  with  him,  served  it  out  to  the  company. 

The  Doctor  showed  me  a  curiosity  he  had  just  received,  and  with  which  he  was 
much  pleased.  It  was  a  snake  with  two  heads,  preserved  in  a  large  vial.  It  was 
about  ten  inches  long,  well  proportioned,  the  heads  perfect,  and  united  to  the 
body  about  one-fourth  of  an  inch  below  the  extremities  of  the  jaws.  He  showed  me 
a  drawing  of  one  entirely  similar,  found  near  Lake  Champlain.  He  spoke  of  the 
situation  of  this  snake,  if  it  was  traveling  among  bushes,  and  one  head  should  choose 
to  go  on  one  side  of  the  stem  of  a  bush  and  the  other  head  should  prefer  the  other 
side,  and  neither  of  the  heads  would  consent  to  come  back  or  give  way  to  the  other. 
He  was  then  going  to  mention  a  humorous  matter  that  had  that  day  taken  place 
in  the  Convention,  in  consequence  of  his  comparing  the  snake  to  America,  for  he 
seemed  to  forget  that  everything  in  the  Convention  was  to  be  kept  a  profound  secret; 
but  this  was  suggested  to  him,  and  I  was  deprived  of  the  story. 

After  it  was  dark  we  went  into  the  house,  and  he  invited  me  into  his  library,  which 
is  likewise  his  study.  It  is  a  very  large  chamber  and  high-studded.  The  walls  were 
covered  with  shelves  filled  with  books ;  besides,  there  were  four  large  alcoves,  ex- 
tending two-thirds  of  the  length  of  the  chamber,  filled  in  the  same  manner.  I  pre- 
sume this  is  the  largest  and  by  far  the  best  private  library  in  America.  He  showed 
us  a  glass  machine  for  exhibiting  the  circulation  of  the  blood  in  the  arteries  and 
veins  of  the  human  body.  The  circulation  is  exhibited  by  the  passing  of  a  red  fluid 
from  a  reservoir  into  numerous  capillary  tubes  of  glass,  ramified  in  every  direction, 
and  then  returning  in  similar  tubes  to  the  reservoir,  which  was  done  with  g^reat 
velocity,  and  without  any  power  to  act  visibly  upon  the  fluid,  and  had  the  appear- 
ance of  perpetual  motion.  Another  great  curiosity  was  a  rolling  press  for  taking 
copies  of  letters  or  any  other  writing.  A  sheet  of  paper  is  completely  copied  in  less 
than  two  minutes,  the  copy  as  fair  as  the  original,  and  without  effacing  it  in  the 
smallest  degree.  It  is  an  invention  of  his  own,  and  extremely  useful  in  many  situa- 
tions in  life.  He  also  showed  us  his  long  artificial  ami  and  hand  for  taking  down 
and  putting  up  books  on  high  shelves,  out  of  reach,  and  his  great  armchair  with 
rockers,  and  a  large  fan  placed  over  it,  with  which  he  fans  himself,  while  he  sits 
reading,  with  only  a  slight  motion  of  his  foot,  and  many  other  curiosities  and  inven- 
tions, all  his  own,  but  of  lesser  note.  Over  his  mantel-tree  he  has  a  prodigious 
number  of  medals,  busts,  and  casts  in  wax  or  plaster  of  paris,  which  are  the  effigies 
of  the  most  noted  characters  in  Europe.  But  what  the  Doctor  wished  especially  to 
show  me  was  a  huge  volume  on  botany,  which  indeed  afforded  me  the  greatest  pleas- 
ure of  any  one  thing  in  his  library.  It  was  a  single  volume,  but  so  large  that  it  was 
with  great  difficulty  that  the  Doctor  was  able  to  raise  it  from  a  low  shelf  and  lift  it  to 
the  table ;  but,  with  that  senile  ambition  common  to  old  people,  he  insisted  on  doing 
it  himself,  and  would  permit  no  one  to  assist  him,  merely  to  show  how  much 
strength  he  had  remaining.  It  contained  the  whole  of  Linnseus  Systema  Vege- 
tabilium,  vdth  large  cuts  of  every  plant  colored  from  nature.  It  was  a  feast  to  me,  and 
the  Doctor  seemed  to  enjoy  it  as  well  as  myself.  We  spent  a  couple  of  hours  exam- 
ining this  volume,  while  the  other  gentlemen  amused  themselves  with  other  matters. 
The  Doctor  is  not  a  botanist,  but  lamented  that  he  did  not  in  early  life  attend  to  this 
science.  He  delights  in  natural  history,  and  expressed  an  earnest  wish  that  I  would 
pursue  the  plan  I  had  begun,  and  hoped  this  science,  so  much  neglected  in  America, 
would  be  piu-sued  with  as  much  ardor  here  as  It  is  now  in  every  part  of  Europe.  I 
wanted,  for  three  months  at  least,  to  have  devoted  myself  entirely  to  this  one  volume, 
but,  fearing  I  should  be  tedious  to  the  Doctor,  I  shut  the  book,  though  he  urged  me  to 
examine  it  longer.  He  seemed  extremely  fond,  through  the  course  of  the  visit,  of 
dwelling  on  philosophical  subjects,  and  particularly  that  of  natural  historj',  while 
the  other  gentlemen  were  swallowed  up  in  politics.  This  was  a  favorable  circum- 
stance to  me,  for  almost  the  whole  of  his  conversation  was  addressed  to  me,  and  I 


active  investigators,  outside  of  medical  science,  were  not 
Rush,  however,  was  one  of  the  earliest  American  writers  upon  ethnology, 
and  a  pathologist  of  the  highest  rank.  He  is  generally  referred  to  as  the 
earliest  professor  of  chemistry,  having  been  appointed  to  the  chair  of 
chemistry  in  the  College  of  Philadelphia  in  1769.  It  seems  certain,  how- 
ever, that  Doctor  John  Morgan  lectured  on  chemistry  as  early  as  1765.' 
Doctor  Shippen  [b.  1735,  d.  i8o3],  the  founder  of  the  first  medical 
school  [1765]  and  its  professor  of  anatomy  for  forty-three  years,  was  still 
.  in  his  prime,  and  so  was  Doctor  Morgan  [b.  1735,  d.  1789],  a  Fellow  of 
the  Royal  Society,  a  co-founder  of  the  medical  school,  and  a  frequent 
contrihutor  to  the  Philosophical  Transactions.  Morgan  was  an  eminent 
pathologist,  and  is  said  to  have  been  the  one  to  originate  the  theory  of 
the  formation  of  pus  by  the  secretor>-  action  of  the  vessels  of  the  part.' 
He  appears  to  ha\-e  been  the  first  who  attempted  to  form  a  museum  of 
anatomy,  having  learnetl  the  methods  of  preparation  from  the  Hunters 

■  See  obituary  in  the  European  Magazine,  Jnly,  1796;  also  Memoirs  of  RittenUouae, 
by  William  Barton,  1813,  anil  Eulogiuiii  by  Benjamin  Rush,  1796. 
'Von  Zach,  Monatliclie  Correspondenz,  II,  p.  215. 
' Pbiladelpliia  Medical  and  Physical  Jourzial,  I,  PI.  2,  p.  9*). 
'Barton's  Memoirs  of  Rittenlioiise,  1S13,  p.  614. 
'James  Thacher,  American  Medical  Biography,  I.  iSjS,  p.  40S, 
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and  from  Siie  in  Paris.  The  beginning  was  still  earlier  known,  for  a 
collection  of  anatomical  models  in  wax,  obtained  by  Doctor  Abraham 
Chovet  in  Paris,  was  in  use  by  Philadelphia  medical  students  before  the 
revolution.' 

Another  of  the  physicians  of  colonial  days  who  lived  until  after  the 
revolution  was  Doctor  Thomas  Cadwallader  [b.  1707,  d.  1779],  whose 
dissections  are  said  to  have  been  among  the  earliest  made  in  America, 
and  whose  Essay  on  the  West  India  Dry  Gripes,  1775,  was  one  of  the 
earliest  medical  treatises  in  America. 

Doctor  Caspar  Wistar  [b.  1761,  d.  1818]  was  also  a  leader,  and  was  at 
various  times  professor  of  chemistry  and  anatomy.  His  contributions  to 
natural  history  were  descriptions  of  bones  of  Megalanyx  and  other  mam- 
mals, a  study  of  the  human  ethmoid,  and  experiments  on  evaporation. 
He  was  long  vice-president  of  the  Philosophical  Society,  and  in  18 15 
succeeded  Jefferson  in  its  presidency.  The  Wistar  Anatomical  Museum 
of  the  university  and  the  beautiful  climbing  shrub  Wistaria  are  among 
the  memorials  to  his  name.' 

Still  another  memorial  of  the  venerable  naturalist  may  perhaps  be  worthy 
of  mention  as  an  illustration  of  the  social  condition  of  science  in  Philadel- 
phia in  early  days.  A  traveler  visiting  the  city  in  1829  thus  described 
this  institution,  which  was  continued  until  the  late  war  and  then  discon- 
tinued, but  has  been  resumed  within  the  last  year: 

Doctor  wistar  in  his  lifetime  had  a  party  of  his  literary  and  scientific  friends  at 
his  house,  one  evening  in  every  week — and  to  this  party,  strangers  visiting  the  city, 
were  also  invited.  When  he  died,  the  same  party  was  continued,  and  the  members 
of  the  Wistar  party,  in  their  tour,  each  have  a  meeting  of  the  club  at  his  house,  on 
some  Saturday  night  in  the  year.  This  club  consists  of  the  men  most  distinguished 
for  learning,  science,  art,  literature,  and  wealth  in  the  city.  It  opens  at  early 
candle-light,  in  the  evening,  where,  not  only  the  members  themselves  appear,  but 
they  bring  with  them  all  the  strangers  of  distinction  then  in  the  city.^ 

The  Wistar  parties  were  continued  up  to  the  beginning  of  the  civil 
war,  in  1861,  and  have  been  resumed  since  1887.  A  history  of  these 
gatherings  would  cover  a  period  of  three-quarters  of  a  century  at  the  least, 
and  could  be  made  a  most  valuable  and  entertaining  contribution  to  sci- 
entific literature. 

Packard,  in  his  History  of  Zoology,*  states  that  zoology,  the  world  over, 
has  sprung  from  the  study  of  human  anatomy,  and  that  American  zoology 
took  its  rise  and  was  fostered  chiefly  in  Philadelphia  by  the  professors  in 
the  medical  schools. 

*This  eventually  became  the  property  of  the  university.  See  Barton's  Memoirs  of 
Rittenhouse,  1813,  p.  377.  Transactions  of  the  American  Pkilosophical  Society,  II, 
p.  368. 

'  David  Hosack,  Tribute  to  the  Memory  of  the  late  Caspar  Wistar,  New  York,  1818. 

3  Caleb  Atwater,  Remarks  made  on  a  Tour  to  Prairie  dn  Chien;  thenoe  to  Waih- 
ington  City,  in  1829.     Columbus,  Ohio,  1831,  p.  238. 

*  Standard  Natural  History,  pp.  Izii-lxxii, 


States  of  North  America,  wliicli  was  the  first  attempt  to  laj-  u»t  a  sys- 
tematic plaii  for  the  direction  of  scientific  research  in  America.  Oiie  of 
the  most  interesting  suggestions  he'  made  was  tliat  the  Mammoth  was  still 
in  existence. 

The  vast  Miihmot  [said  ht]  is  perhaps  yet  stalking  throiij;h  tlie  wesli-rii  wiMiT- 
ness;  but  if  lie  is  no  more,  let  us  carefully  gather  his  ri^inaiiis.  and  evmi  try  to  tinil  a 
whole  slculeton  of  this  giant,  to  whom  the  etephaiit  was  but  a  calf.' 

General  Jonathan  Williams,  U.  .S.  A.  [1>.  1750,  d.  1815],  was  first 
sujierintendent  of  the  Military  Academy  at  West  Point  and  father  of  the 
Corps  of  Engineers.  He  was  a  nephew  of  Franklin  and  his  secretary 
of  legation  in  France,  and,  after  his  rettini  to  Philadelphia,  was  for  niany 
years  a  judge  of  the  conrt  of  connnon  pleas,  hi.s  military  career  not  K'gin- 
ning  till  1801.     This  vunsatile  man  was  a  leading  nieml)er  of  the  Philo- 

'  See  previous  address,  p.  99.     [This  volume,  p.  AOl.] 

'  He  11  jam  ill  S.  Barton,  Transactions  <if  the  American  Philo,so])hical  Society.  Ill, 
P-  ,1,19- 

'I  often  heard  the  great  Linnieus  wish  that  he  could  have  explored  the  continent 
of  North  America.  Collin,  Transactions  of  the  American  Philosophical  Society, 
111,  p.  XV. 


Sta  Hans  Sloane. 
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sophical  Society  and  one  of  its  vice-presidents.  His  paper  On  the  use  of 
the  thermometer  in  navigation  was  one  of  the  first  American  contribu- 
tions to  scientific  seamanship. 

The  Rev.  Doctor  John  Ewing  [b.  1732,  d.  1802],  also  a  vice-president, 
was  provost  of  the  university.  He  had  been  one  of  the  observers  of  the 
transit  in  1769,  of  which  he  published  an  account  in  the  Transactions 
of  the  Philosophical  Society.  He  early  printed  a  volume  of  lectures  on 
natural  philosophy,  and  was  the  strongest  champion  of  John  Godfrey,  the 
Philadelphian,  in  his  claim  to  the  invention  of  the  reflecting  quadrant.' 

Doctor  James  Woodhouse  [b.  1770,  d.  1809]  was  author  and  editor  of 
several  chemical  text-books  and  professor  of  chemistry  in  the  university, 
a  position  which  he  took  after  it  had  been  refused  by  Priestley.  He  made 
experiments  and  observations  on  the  vegetation  of  plants  and  investi- 
gated the  chemical  and  medical  properties  of  the  persimmon  tree.  He  it 
was  who  first  demonstrated  the  superiority  of  anthracite  to  bituminous 
coal  by  reason  of  its  intensity  and  regularity  of  heating  power.' 

The  Rev.  Ebenezer  Kinnersley  [b.  in  Gloucester,  England,  November 
30,  171 1 ;  d.  in  Philadelphia,  July  4,  1778]  survived  the  Revolution, 
though,  in  his  latter  years,  not  a  contributor  to  science.  The  associate 
of  Franklin  in  the  Philadelphia  experiments  in  electricity,  his  discoveries 
were  famous  in  Europe  as  well  as  in  America.^  It  is  claimed  that  he 
originated  the  theory  of  the  ix)sitive  and  negative  in  electricity;  that 
he  first  demonstrated  the  passage  of  electricity  through  water;  and 
that  he  first  discovered  that  heat  could  be  produced  by  electricity;  l>esides 
inventing  numerous  mechanical  devices  of  scientific  interest.  From  1753 
to  1772  he  was  connected  with  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  where 
there  may  still  lje  seen  a  window  dedicated  to  his  memory. 

Having  already  referred  to  the  history  of  scientific  instruction  in 
America,*  and  shown  that  Hunter  lectured  on  comparative  anatomy  in 
Newport  in  1754;  Kuhn  on  botany,  in  Philadelphia,  in  1768;  Water- 
house  on  natural  history  and  botany,  at  Cambridge,  in  1788;  and  some 
unidentified  scholars  upon  chemistry  and  natural  history,  in  Philadelphia, 
in  1785,  it  would  seem  unjust  not  to  speak  of  Kinnersley *s  career  as  a 
lecturer.     He  seems  to  have  been  the  first  to  deliver  public  scientific 

■  Thomas  Godfrey  [says  a  recent  authority]  was  born  in  Bristol,  Pennsylvania, 
in  1704,  and  died  in  Philadelphia  in  December,  1749.  He  followed  the  trade  of  a 
glazier  in  the  metropolis,  and,  having  a  fondness  for  mathematical  studies,  marked 
such  books  as  he  met  with,  subsequently  acquiring  Latin,  that  he  might  become 
familiar  with  the  mathematical  work  in  that  language.  Having  obtained  a  copy  of 
Newton  *s  Principia,  he  described  an  improvement  he  had  made  in  Davis*  quadrant 
to  James  I/>gan,  who  was  so  impressed  that  he  at  once  addressed  a  letter  to  Bdmund 
Halley  in  England,  giving  a  full  description  of  the  construction  and  uses  of  God* 
frey's  instrument. 

'Benjamin  Silliman,  Jr.,  American  Contributions  to  Chemiitfy,  p.  13. 

3  See  Priestley's  History  of  Electricity.  ._  !^ 

4  3ee  previous  address,  p.  99.     [This  volume,  p.  401.]; 


The  power  iif  points  to  throw  off  the  electrital  fire  was  first  c:<>iiiiuuiiicateil  to  me 
by  my  ingenious  frieinl,  Mr.  Thomas  Hopkinson.' 

The  iiamt;  of  Philip  Syiig  is  also  mentioned  in  connection  with  the 
Philadelphia  experiments,  and  it  would  be  well  if  some  memorials  of 
his  work  conld  Ije  placed  npoii  record. 

William  Bartram  [b.  1739,  d.  1823]  was  living  in  the  famous  botaa- 
icai  garden  at  Kingsessing,  which  his  father,  the  old  King's  botanist,  had 
bequeathed  him  in  1777.  He  was  for  some  years  professor  of  botany  in 
the  Philadelphia  College,  and  in  1791  printed  his  charming  volume 
descriptive  of  his  travels  in  Florida,  the  Carolinas,  and  Georgia.  The 
latter  years  of  his  life  appear  to  have  been  devoted  to  quiet  oljser\'atioii. 
William  Bartram  lias  l>een,  perhaps,  as  much  underrated  as  John  Bartram 
has  been  unduly  exalted.  He  was  one  of  the  best  observers  America 
has  ever  produced,  and  his  lx)ok,  which  rapidly  passed  through  several 
editions  in  English  and  Kreiich,  is  a  classic,  and  should  stand  beside 
White's  Selborne  in  every  naturalist's  library.  Bartram  was  doubtless 
discouraged,  early  in  his  career,  by  the  failure  of  his  patrons  in  London 
to  make  any  scientific  use  of  the  immense  botanical  collections  made 


■  Cyclopaedia  of  American  Biography,  III,  p.  260. 
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by  him  in  the  Soutli  before  the  Revolution,  which  many  years  later  was 
lying  unutilized  in  the  Banksian  herbarium.  Coues  has  called  attention 
very  emphatically  to  the  mferits  of  his  bird  work,  which  he  pronounces 
the  starting  point  of  a  distinctly  American  school  of  oniithology.  Two 
of  the  most  eminent  of  our  early  zoologists,  Wilson  and  Say,  were  his 
pupils;  the  latter,  his  kinsmen,  and  the  former  his  neighbor,  were 
constantly  with  him  at  Kingsessing  and  drew  much  of  their  inspiration 
from  his  conversation.  Many  birds  which  Wilson  first  fully  described 
and  figured  were  really  named  and  figured  by  Bartram  in  his  Travels, 
and  several  of  his  designations  were  simply  adopted  by  Wilson.' 

Bartram 's  Obser\'ations  on  the  Creek  and  Cherokee  Indians '  was 
an  admirable  contribution  to  ethnography,  and  his  general  observations 
were  of  the  highest  value. 

In  the  introduction  to  his  Travels,  and  interspersed  through  this  vol- 
ume, are  reflections  which  show  him  to  have  been  the  possessor  of  a 
ver>'  philosophic  and  original  mind. 

His  Anecdotes  of  an  American  Crow  and  his  Memoirs  of  John  Bartram^ 
were  worthy  products  of  his  ]Xin,  while  his  illustrations  to  Barton's  Ele- 
ments of  Botany  show  how  facile  and  truthful  was  his  pencil. 

His  love  for  lx)taiiy  was  such,  we  are  told,  that  he  wrote  a  description 
of  a  plant  only  a  few  minutes  before  his  death,  a  statement  which  will 
be  readily  believed  by  all  who  know  the  nature  of  his  enthusiasm.  Thus, 
for  instance,  he  wrote  of  the  Venus' s  Flytrap: 

Admirable  arc  the  pro|>erties  of  the  extraordinary  Dionea  iniiscipula!  See  the 
incarnate  lobes  expandinj^.  how  gay  and  sportive  they  appear!  ready  on  the  spring 
to  intrap  incautious,  (leUnle<l  insects!  What  artifice!  There!  behold  one  of  the 
leaves  just  closed  upon  a  struggling  fly;  another  has  gotten  a  worm;  its  hold  is  sure; 
its  prey  can  never  escape  carnivorous  vegetable  !  Can  we,  after  viewing  this  object, 
hesitate  a  moment  to  confess  that  vegetable  beings  are  endowed  with  some  sensible 
faculties  or  attributes,  similar  to  those  that  dignify  animal  nature;  they  are  organ- 
ical,  living,  and  self-moving  Ixxlies,  for  we  see  here,  in  this  plant,  motion  and 
volition.^ 

Moses  Bartram,  a  cousin  of  William,  and  also  a  botanist,  was  also  liv- 
ing near  Philadelphia,  and  in  1879  published  Observations  on  the  Native 
Silk  Worms  of  North  America,  and  Humphrey  Marshall  [i 722-1801], 
the  farmer-botanist,  had  a  botanical  garden  of  his  own,  and  in  1785  pub- 
lished The  American  Grove — Arbustrium  Americanum — a  treatise  on 
the  forest  trees  and  shrubs  of  the  United  States,  which  was  the  first 
strictly  American  botanical  book,  and  which  was  republished  in  France 
a  few  years  later,  in  1789. 

Gotthilf  Muhlenberg  [b.  1753,  d.  1815],  a  Lutheran  clergyman,  living 


'  KUiott  Coues,  Key  to  North  American  Birds,  1SS7,  p.  xvii. 
=» Transactions  of  the  American  Kthnological  Society,  III,  IVS51. 
'  Nicholson's  Journal,  1805. 

*•  Travels  through  North  and  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Kast  ami  West  Florida,  17941 
p.  xiii. 
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one  will  dell)-  that  there  were  iiiiprinci])kLl  demagogues  in  America  in 
the  year  of  grace  1794.  Jefferson  was  undoubtedly  sincere  when  he 
wrote  to  him  the  words  quoted  elsewhere  in  this  address. 

Another  eminent  exile  welcomed  by  Jefferson,  and  the  writer,  at  the 
President's  reciuest,  of  a  work  on  national  etlucation  in  the  United  States, 
was  M.  Pierre  .Sauniel  Dujwnt  tie  Nenrours  [b.  in  Paris,  1739;  d.  1817], 
He  was  a  nicnil)er  of  the  Institute  of  France,  a  statesman,  diplomatist, 
and  political  economist,  and  author  of  many  important  works.  He  lived 
in  the  United  States  at  various  times  from  1799  till  1817,  when  he  "died 
near  Wilmington,  Delaware.  Like  Priestley,  he  was  a  member  of  the 
American  Philosophical  Society,  and  afTdiated  with  its  kadhig  nienil>ers. 

The  gunixiwder  works  near  Wilmington,  Delaware,  founded  by  his 
son  in  1798,  are  still  of  great  imixjrtaiice,  and  the  statue  of  one  of  his 
grandsons,  an  Admiral  in  the  United  States  Navy,  adorns  one  of  the 
principal  s<iuares  in  the  national  capital. 

Among  other  notable  names  on  the  roll  of  the  .society  in  the  last  cen- 
tury were  those  of  General  Anthony  Wayne  and  Thomas  Payne.  His 
Ivxcellency  General  Washington  was  also  an  active  member,  and  seems 

'Williiitii  ],  H.wktr,  On  thu  Botaiiy  of  .Vmttiai,  Hdiiiburgh  Journal  of  Science, 
II,  p.  loS. 


James  Edward  Smith. 


! 
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to  have  taken  sufficient  interest  in  the  society  to  nominate  for  foreign 
membership  the  Earl  of  Buchan,  president  of  the  Society  of  Scottish 
Antiquarians,  and  Doctor  James  Anderson,  of  Scotland. 

The  following  note  written  by  Washington  is  published  in  the  Memoirs 
of  Rittenhouse: 

The  I^sideiit  presents  his  compliments  to  Mr.  Rittenhouse,  and  thanks  him  for 
the  attention  he  has  given  to  the  case  of  Mr.  Anderson  and  the  Karl  of  Buchan. 
Sunday  Aftkrnoon,  20th  Aprils  ^794' 

Of  all  the  Philadelphia  naturalists  of  those  early  days  the  one  who 
had  the  most  salutary  influence  upon  the  progress  of  .science  was  per- 
haps Benjamin  Smith  Barton  [b.  1766,  d.  1815].  Barton  was  the 
nephew  of  Rittenhouse  and  the  son  of  Rev.  Thomas  Barton,  a  learned 
Episcopal  clergyman  of  Lancaster,  who  was  one  of  the  earliest  members 
of  the  Philosophical  Society,  and  a  man  accomplished  in  science. 

He  studied  at  Edinburgh  and  Gottingen,  and  at  the  age  of  nineteen, 
in  1785,  he  was  the  assistant  of  Rittenhouse  and  Ellicott  in  the  work  of 
establishing  the  western  boundary  of  Pennsylvania,  and  soon  after  was 
sent  to  Europe,  whence,  having  pursued  an 'extended  course  of  scientific 
and  medical  study,  he  returned  in  1789,  and  was  elected  professor  of 
natural  history  and  botany  in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania.  He  was 
a  leader  in  the  Philosophical  Society,  and  the  founder  of  the  Linnsean 
Society  of  Philadelphia,  before  which  in  1807  he  delivered  his  famous 
Discoinrse  on  some  of  the  Principal  Desiderata  in  Natural  History, 
which  did  much  to  excite  an  intelligent  popular  interest  in  the  subject. 
His  essays  upon  natural  history  topics  were  the  first  of  the  kind  to 
appear  in  this  country.  He  belonged  to  the  school  of  Gill^ert  White  and 
Benjamin  Stillingfleet,  and  was  the  first  in  America  of  a  most  useful  and 
interesting  group  of  writers,  among  whom  may  be  mentioned  John  D. 
Godman,  Samuel  Lockwood,  C.  C.  Abbott,  Nicholas  Pike,  John  Bur- 
roughs, Wilson  Flagg,  Ernest  Ingersoll,  the  Rev.  Doctor  McCook,  Ham- 
ilton Gibson,  Maurice  Thompson,  and  W.  T.  Hornaday,  as  well  as 
Matthew  Jones,  Campbell  Hardy,  Charles  Waterton,  P.  H.  Gosse,  and 
Grant  Allen,  to  whom  America  and  England  both  have  claims. 

Barton  published  certain  descriptive  papers,  as  well  as  manuals  of 
botany  and  materia  medica,  but  in  later  life  had  become  so  absorbed  in 
medical  affairs  that  he  appears  to  have  taken  no  interest  in  the  struggles 
of  the  infant  Academy  of  Natural  Sciences,  which  was  founded  three 
years  before  his  death,  but  of  which  he  never  became  a  member. 

His  nephew  and  successor  in  the  presidency  of  the  Limiaean  ScKicty 
and  the  University  professorship,  William  P.  C.  Barton  [b.  1786,  d. 
1856] ,  was  a  man  of  similar  tendencies,  who  in  early  life  published  papers 
on  the  flora  of  Philadelphia  [Florae  Philadelphia^  Prodromus,  1815],  but 
later  devoted  himself  chiefly  to  professional  affairs,  writing  copiously 
upon  materia  medica  and  medical  botany. 

The  admirers  of  Benjamin  Smith  Barton  have  called  him  the  father 


I  llavt  often  liteii  ciisfoiinijjed,  lull  have  never  (los]),nirfil  louj",  I  have  lived  to  serve 
mankitul,  biil  have  often  met  with  im(jratefiil  returns.  I  have  trieil  to  enlarge  the 
limits  uf  knowledge,  but  have  oftcd  met  witli  jealous  rivals  insteail  of  friends.  With 
a  greater  fortune  1  might  have  iinitatcil  Humboldt  or  Linita'us. 

Doctor  Rol>ert  Hare  [b.  17S1.  d.  1858]  bewail  his  loiip  career  of  use- 
ftihiess  ill  1801,  at  tliu  ;i>;e  of  twenty,  by  tbe  invention  of  the  oxj'hj'dro- 
gen  blowpipe.  Tliis  was  exhibited  at  a  meeting  of  the  Chemical  Society 
of  Philadelphia  in  iSoj.' 

This  apparatus  was  perhaps  the  most  remarkable  of  his  original  con- 
tribntioiis  to  science,  which  he  continued  without  interruption  for  more 
than  fifty  years.  It  belongs  to  the  end  of  the  post-Revoltitionarj-  period, 
and  i.s  therefore  noticed,  altlumjjh  it  is  not  the  piirix)se  of  thi.s  essay  to 
consider  in  detail  the  work  of  the  .sjx^cialists  of  the  present  century, 

■William  P.  C.  ISarton,  Biogrnphy  of  Heiij.imin  S.  Barton,  Philadelphia.  iKis. 

•David  Starr  Jordan, *Blilletiii  U.  S.  National  Museum.  No.  IX;  also  see  article  in 
Popular  Science  Monthly,  XXIX.  p.  212,  repriuted  in  Jordan's  Science  Sketches, 
p.  '43- 

sehase.  Potter's  American  Monthly,  VI.  pp.  97-101. 

'.\iiduliou.  The  Rccentric  Naturalist,  nrnitholo-.'ical  Biograpliy,  p.  455. 

SAmcrican  Slonllily  Magazine,  II,  p.  .Si. 

'^Idem,.  I,  p.  bo. 
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Doctor  Hugh  Williamson  [b.  December  5,  1735;  d.  in  New  York 
May  22,  1 7 19]  was  a  prominent  but  not  particularly  useful  promoter  of 
science,  a  writer  rather  than  a  thinker.  His  work  has  already  been 
referred  to.  The  names  of  Maclure,  who  came  to  Philadelphia  about 
1797,  the  Rev.  John  Heckewelder,  and  Albert  Gallatin  [b.  1761,  d.  in 
1849] ,  a  native  of  Switzerland,  a  statesman  and  financier,  subsequently 
identified  with  the  scientific  circles  of  New  York,  complete  the  list  of  the 
Philadelphia  savants  of  the  last  century. 

There  is  not  in  all  American  literature  a  passage  which  illustrates  the 
peculiar  tendencies  in  the  thought  of  this  period  so  thoroughly  as  Jeffer- 
son's defense  of  the  country  against  the  charges  of  Buff  on  and  Raynal, 
which  he  published  in  1783,  which  is  particularly  entertaining  because 
of  its  almost  pettish  depreciation  of  our  motherland. 

On  doit  etre  etonn€  [says  Raynal]  que  TAmerique  n*ait  pas  encore  produit 
un  bon  poete,  un  habile  niathematicien,  iin  honitue  de  g^nie  dans  un  seul  art,  ou  une 
seule  science. 

When  we  shall  have  existed  as  a  j>eople  as  long  as  the  Greeks  did  before  they 
produced  a  Homer,  the  Romans  a  Virgil,  the  French  a  Racine  and  Voltaire,  the  Eng- 
lish a  Shakesp>eare  and  Milton,  should  this  reproach  be  vStill  true,  we  will  inquire 
from  what  unfriendly  causes  it  has  proceeded,  that  the  other  countries  of  Europe 
and  quarters  of  the  earth  shall  not  have  inscribed  any  name  in  the  r61e  of  poets. 

In  war  we  have  produced  a  Washington,  whose  memory  will  in  future  ages  assume 
its  just  station  among  the  most  celebrated  worthies  of  the  world,  when  that  wretched 
philosophy  shall  be  forgotten  which  would  have  arranged  him  among  the  degenera- 
cies of  nature. 

In  physics  we  have  produced  a  Franklin,  than  whom  no  one  of  the  present  age 
has  made  more  important  discoveries,  nor  has  enriched  philosophy  with  more,  or 
more  ingenious  solutions  of  the  phenomena  of  nature. 

We  have  supposed  Mr.  Rittenhoiise  second  to  no  astronomer  living;  that  in  genius 
he  nuist  be  the  first,  1)ecause  he  is  self-taught.  He  has  not  indeed  made  a  world; 
but  he  has  by  imitation  ap])roache(l  nearer  its  Maker  than  any  man  who  has  lived 
from  the  creation  to  this  day.  There  are  various  ways  of  keeping  the  truth  out  of 
sight.  Mr.  Rittenhouse's  mo<iel  of  the  planetary  system  has  the  plagiary  appellation 
of  an  orrery;  and  the  quadrant  invented  by  G<xlfrey,  an  American  also,  and  with  the 
aid  of  which  the  PUiro|)ean  nations  traverse  the  globe,  is  called  Hadley's  quadrant. 

We  calculate  thus :  The  United  States  contain  three  millions  of  inhabitants;  France 
twenty  millions;  and  the  British  Islands  ten.  We  produce  a  Washington,  a  Frank- 
lin, a  Rittenhouse.  France  then  .should  have  half  a  dozen  in  each  of  the.se  lines, 
and  Great  Britain  half  that  numljer,  equally  eminent.  It  may  be  true  that  France 
has;  we  are  but  just  becoming  acquainted  with  her,  and  our  acquaintance  so  far 
gives  us  high  ideas  of  the  genius  of  her  inhabitants. 

The  present  war  having  so  long  cut  off  all  communication  with  Great  Britain,  we 
are  not  able  to  make  a  fair  estimate  of  the  state  of  science  in  that  country.  The 
spirit  in  which  she  wages  war  is  the  only  .sample  Ixjfore  our  eyes,  and  that  does  not 
seem  the  legitimate  offspring  either  of  science  or  of  civilization.  The  sun  of  her 
glory  is  fast  descending  to  the  horizon.  Her  philosophy  has  crossed  the  channel,  her 
freedom  the  Atlantic,  and  herself  seems  |>as.sing  to  that  awful  dissolution  who.se 
is.sue  is  not  given  human  foresight  to  scan.* 

This  was  one  phase  of  public  sentiment.     Another,  no  less  instructive. 


Notes  on  the  State  of  Virginia,  1788,  pp.  69-71. 


ghaiiies  anil  straiifto  IIkIiLs  and  bla/iiij;  meteors  in  Uil- sky.  These  (list uri ranees  in 
the  natural  world  niijjht  liave  no  coiiiiettiun  with  tlie  troubles  iii  the  political  world; 
neveKliclesR  it  was  impossible  not  to  eoiiip:ire  tliein  witli  the  proiliKii^s  all  writers  of 
tlie  day  dtclnrc  precedeil  tlit  fatal  Ides  of  Miirch. 

X 

In  New  York,  althongh  n  ilmirisliiug  medical  school  had  l>een  in 
existence  from  1769,  there  was  an  astonishing  dearth  of  naturalists 
nntil  alx)Ut  1790.  Governor  Cokien,  the  botanist  and  ethnologist,  had 
died  in  1776,  and  the  principal  medical  men  of  the  city,  the  Darcls,  Clossy. 
Jones,  Middleton,  Dyckman,  and  others  confined  their  attention  entirely  to 
professional  studies.  A  philos<)phical  society  wns  1mx»  in  1787,  but  died 
liefore  it  could  sjieak.  A  .society  for  the  promotion  of  agriculture,  arts, 
and  manufactnres,  organi/.ed  in  i7yi,  was  more  stieee.ssful,  but  not  in  the 
least  scientific.  Up  to  the  end  of  the  century  New  York  State  had  btit 
six  men  chosen  to  menilH;rship  in  tlie  American  Philosophical  Society, 
and  up  to  i8oy  but  five  in  the  American  Aoadem>-.  Leaders,  however, 
soon  arose  in  Mitchill,  Clinton,  and  Hosack. 

Samtiel  I^thani  Mitchill,  the  son  of  a  Quaker  farmer  [b.  1764,  d.  1831], 
was  educated  in  the  medical  schools  of  New  York  and  Kdinburgli,  and  iu 
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1792  was  appointed  professor  of  chemistry,  natural  history,  and  philoso- 
phy in  Columbia  College.  Although  during  most  of  his  long  life  a  med- 
ical professor  and  editor  and  for  many  years  Representative  and  Senator 
in  Congress,  he  continued  active  in  the  interests  of  general  science.  He 
made  many  contributions  to  systematic  natural  history,  notably  a  History 
of  the  Pishes  of  New  York,  and  his  edition  of  Bewick's  General  Histor>' 
of  Quadrupeds,  published  in  New  York  in  1804  with  notes  and  additions, 
and  some  figures  of  American  animals,  was  the  earliest  American  work 
of  the  kind.  He  was  the  first  in  America  to  lecture  uix)n  geology,  and 
published  several  papers  upon  this  science.  His  mineralogical  explora- 
tion of  the  banks  of  the  Hudson  River  in  1796,  luider  the  Society  for 
the  Promotion  of  Agriculture,  Manufactures,  and  Useful  Arts,  fomided 
by  himself,  was  our  earliest  attempt  at  this  kind  of  research,  and  in  1794 
he  published  an  essay  on  the  Nomenclature  of  the  New  Chemistry,  the 
first  American  paper  on  chemical  philosophy,  and  eiigap^ed  in  a  contro- 
versy with  Priestley  in  defense  of  the  nomenclature  of  I^avoisier,  which 
he  was  the  first  American  to  adopt. 

His  discourse  on  Tlie  Botanical  History  of  North  and  South  America 
was  also  a  pioneer  effort.  He  was  an  early  leader  in  ethnological  inqui- 
ries and  a  vigorous  writer  on  ix)litical  topics.  His  Life  of  Tannnany,  the 
Indian  chief  (New  York,  1795),  is  a  classic,  and  he  was  well  known  to 
our  grandfathers  as  the  author  of  An  Address  to  the  Kredes  or  People  of 
the  United  States,  in  which  he  projxDsed  that  Fredonia  should  be  adopted 
as  the  name  of  the  nation. 

Doctor  Mitchill  was  a  ]K)et '  and  a  humorist  and  a  memlx^r  of  the  liter- 
ary circles  of  his  day.  In  The  Croakers,  Rodman  Drake  thus  addressed 
him  as  The  Surgeon -General  of  New  York: 

It  matters  not  how  hij^li  or  low  it  is 

Thou  knowcst  each  hiU  and  vale  of  knowledge, 

I'Y'llow  of  fr)rty-nine  societies 

And  lecturer  in  Hosiick's  College. 

Fitz-Oreene  Ilalleck  also  i)ai<l  his  compliments  in  the  following  tenns: 

Time  was  when  Doctor  Mitchill's  word  was  law, 
WHicu  Monkeys,  Monsters,  Whales  and  Jvsquimaux, 
Asked  but  a  letter  from  his  ready  hand. 
To  l)e  the  thcnic  and  wonder  of  the  land. 

These  and  other  pleasantries,  of  which  many  are  quoted  in  Fairchild's 

admirable  Histor}-  of  the  New  York  Academj-  of  vSciences,  gives  us  an 

idea  of  the  provinciality  of  New  York  sixty  years  ago,  when  ever>'  citizen 

would  seem  to  have  known  the  principal  local  representatives  of  science, 

and  to  have  felt  a  sense  of  jxjrsonal  proprietorship  in  him  and  in  his 
projects. 

*Kxamplesof  his  verses  may  l)e  found  in  Duyckinck's  Cyclopiudia  of  American 
Literature,  I,  p.  520. 


Hosack  lias  lieeii  rtferrecl  to  elsewhere  as  a  pioneer  in  mineralogy  and 
tlie  founder  of  llie  first  Imtaiiic  garden.  He  was  Inii^  president  of  the 
Historical  Society,  and  exercised  a  cuinmancliuK  inflneiice  in  every  direc- 
tion.    His  researches  were,  however,  chiefly  medical. 

Samuel  Akerly  [h.  17S5,  d.  1S45],  the  brother-iii-law  of  Mitcliill,  a 
{graduate  of  Cohuiil)ia  College,  1S07,  wasan  industrious  worker  in  zoology 
aud  Iwtaiiy,  and  the  author  of  tjie  Ceology  of  llie  Hudson  River.  John 
CJrisconi    [ii.   1774,  .1.   1.S52],  one   of   Die  earliest    teachers  of  chemi-itry. 

■Stf  Jolni  \V.  j'T.uiL-i-.  I.if,-.if  l>.„-ti,r  Mililiill,  ill  Williaiiiv's  Aun-ncan  Mtdical 
Iiiof;rii]illy,  p|).  loi-  |ir.  iiiiil  L-n\'>j!y  in  DiMoiirM'  in  CoriiiinTu.ir^ui.iii  of  I'ifty-lliird 
AiiiiivLTSiiry  i>f  tilt-  \i-w  York  Hi.storii-al  Society,  iS.s;,  |ii>.  56-6<i;  iiinl  in  his  Old 
Nfw  Vr.rk;  ;ilsr) 

SUl-IcIi  Ijv  il.  1..  liiirihilii,  in  !Ii>lnry  of  llic  Xi-«  York  .\i-:i.UiiLy  of  Soicncfs,  1SS7, 
l>|i.  ."iT-^/  :  ills..  Dootiir  Mitdiiirs  oun  iiani].lilul ;  Soini.-  ••<  Ihi-  Mfiii<mtlilc  Kvents 
ami  Occurrences  in  tlie  Lift-  of  SinniK-t  1..  Mikliill,  of  Nv«  York,  from  tliu  year  17S6 
to  1S27. 

NliMlcrolis  IHTti-ail-.  art  in  i-xi^ti-iu.-,  «hi.h  ari-  ,Ks,Tihi.-.l  hy  I'iiircliil.l. 
-  Daviil  Ilosack.  Mi-iiioirMif  Dl- Witi  CliiU.'ii,  N\-w  York,   is^g.     James  Rcnwick, 
l.ifi^  of  ne  WiU  Clinlon.  N\>w  York,  iS.|o,     Willi;iin  \V.  Ciiiipbell.  Lite  and  Writings 
of  De  W'iU  Cliiilon,  New  Yurk,  1^49. 
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began  in  1806  a  career  of  great  usefulness.  **For  thirty  years,"  wrote 
Francis,  *  *  he  was  the  acknowledged  head  of  all  other  teachers  of  chem- 
istry among  us  (in  New  York),  and  he  kept  pace  with  the  flood  of  light 
which  Davy,  Murray,  Gay  Lussac,  and  Thenard  and  others  shed  on  the 
progress  of  chemical  philosophy  at  that  day. ' '  About  1 820  he  went  abroad 
to  study  scientific  institutions,  and  his  charming  book,  A  Year  in  Europe, 
supplemented  by  his  regular  contributions  to  Silliman*s  Journal,  com- 
menting on  scientific  affairs  in  other  countries,  did  much  to  stimulate  the 
growth  of  scientific  and  educational  institutions  in  America. 

Francis  tells  us  that  he  was  for  thirty  years  the  acknowledged  head  of 
the  teachers  of  chemistr>'  in  New  York.' 

A  zealous  promoter  of  zoology  in  those  days  was  F.  Adrian  Vander- 
kemp,  of  Oldenbarnavelt,  New  York,  who,  in  1795,  we  are  told,  deUv- 
ered  an  address  before  an  agricultural  society  in  Whitesburg,  New  York, 
in  which  he  offered  premiums  for  essays  upon  certain  subjects,  among 
which  was  one  for  the  best  anatomical  and  historical  account  of  the 
moose,  $50,  or  for  bringing  one  in  alive,  $60.  ^ 

Having  mentioned  several  American  naturalists  of  foreign  birth,  it 
may  not  be  out  of  place  to  refer  to  the  American  origin  of  an  English 
zoologist  of  high  repute,  Doctor  Thomas  Horsfield,  bom  in  Philadelphia, 
in  1773,  and  after  many  years  in  the  East  became,  in  1820,  a  resident  of 
London,  where  he  died  in  1859.  His  name  is  prominent  among  those 
of  the  entomologists,  lx)tanists,  and  ornithologists  of  this  century, 
especially  in  connection  with  Java. 

XL 

In  New  England  science  was  more  highly  appreciated  than  in  New 
York.  Massachusetts  had  in  John  Adams  a  man  who,  like  Franklin  and 
Jefferson,  realized  that  scientific  institutions  were  the  best  protection  for 
a  democratic  government,  and  to  his  efforts  America  owes  its  second 
scientific  society — the  American  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  founded 
in  1780.  When  Mr.  Adams  traveled  from  Boston  to  Philadelphia,  in 
the  days  just  before  the  Revolution,  he  several  times  \Hlsited  at  Norwalk, 
we  are  told,  a  curious  colle<:tion  of  American  birds  and  insects  made  by 
Mr.  Arnold.  This  was  afterwards  sold  to  Sir  Ashton  Lever,  in  whose 
apartments  in  London  Mr.  Adams  saw  it  again,  and  felt  a  new  regret  at 
our  imperfect  knowledge  of  the  productions  of  the  three  kingdoms  of 
nature  in  our  land.  In  France  his  visits  to  the  museums  and  other 
establi.shments,  with  the  inquiries  of  academicians  and  other  men  of 
science  and  letters  respecting  this  country  and  their  encomiums  on  the 
Philosophical  Society  of  Philadelphia,  suggested  to  him  the  idea  of  engag- 


'  John  H.  Grisconi,  Memoir  of  John  Grisconi,  New  York,  1859,  p.  424. 
^  De  Witt  Clinton,  Transactions  of  the  Literary  and  Philosophical  Society,  New 
York,  I,  p.  59. 


wlnise  Travels  in  New  Kiiglaiid  and  New  York,  printed  in  1821,  alxiuiids 
with  scientific  nhsen'ations. 

Another  was  I-:.  C.  Herrick  [h.  tSi  e  ,  d.  iari2] ,  for  many  years  libra- 
rian and  snbseciuently  treasurer  i>f  Yale  College,  whose  obser\'atious 
uix)n  the  anrora,  made  in  the  latter  years  of  the  last  century,  are  still 
frequently  quoted ;  and  later  an  active  investigator  of  volcanic  phenomena, 
and  the  anthor  of  a  treatise  on  the  Hessian  fly  aiid  its  parasites,  the 
results  of  nine  years'  study:  and  of  auotJier  on  the  existence  of  a  planet 
between  Mercury  and  the  Sun. 

IJenjaniin  Silliman  [b.  in  Trumbull.  Connecticut,  August  8,  1779;  d. 
in  New  Haven,  November  27,  rSfn;].  who,  in  [802,  became  professor  of 
chemistry  at  Y'ale,  l)egan  tliere  his  career  of  usefulness  as  an  organizer, 
teacher,  and  critic.  One  of  his  introductiims  to  popular  favor  was  the 
l>aper  which  he,  in  ciinjnuction  with  Professor  Kingsley,  published,  An 
account  of  the  meteor  which  hurst  over  Weston,  in  Connecticut,  in  Decem- 
ber. 1807.  This  ]>a[x.-r  attracted  atleiUion  everywhere,  for  the  nature 
of  meteors  was  not  well  tniderstiwHl  in  those  days,     Jefferson  was  reputed 

■  J.)lui  T.  Kirkkuiil,  Mi-tiioirs  of  (lif  Aiiifrii-i.n  .\cii<Uiiiy.  Nt:\v  Si-rk'S,  1,  p.  xxii. 
'Sei^  previous  niidre.ss,  p.  95,      [This  voluiiii'.  ]\.  399.] 


Jakob  Steendam. 
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to  have  said  in  reference  to  it,  that  it  was  easier  to  believe  that  two 
Yankee  professors  could  He  than  to  admit  that  stones  could  fall  from 
heaven,  but  I  think  this  must  be  pigeonholed  with  the  millions  of 
other  slanders  to  which  Jefferson  was  subjected  in  those  days.  I  find  in 
the  papers  by  Rittenhouse  and  Madison,  published  twenty  years  before, 
by  the  Philosophical  Society,  matter-of-fact  allusions  to  the  falling  of 
meteors  to  the  earth. 

Silliman  was  the  earliest  of  American  scientific  lecturers  who  appeared 
before  popular  audiences,  and,  as  founder  and  editor  of  the  Journal  of 
Science,  did  a  service  to  science  the  value  of  which  is  beyond  estimate 
or  computation. 

Benjamin  Waterhouse,  professor  of  the  theory  and  practice  of  medicine 
in  Harvard,  1783-18 12,  was  one  of  the  earliest  teachers  of  natural  history 
in  America,  and  the  author  of  a  poem  entitled  The  Botanist.*  The 
Rev.  Jeremy  Belknap  [b.  1744,  d.  1798],  in  his  History  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, and  the  Rev.  Samuel  Williams  [h.  1743,  d.  18 17],  in  his  Natural 
and  Civil  History  of  Vermont/  made  contributions  to  Icxral  natural  his- 
tory, and  Captain  Jonathan  Carver  [b.  1732,  d.  1780],  in  his  Travels 
Through  the  Interior  Parts  of  America,  177H,  ^ave  some  meager  infor- 
mation as  to  the  zoology  and  botany  of  regions  previously  unknown. 

In  the  South  the  prestige  of  colonial  days  seemed  to  have  departed. 
Except  Jefferson,  the  only  naturalist  in  Virginia  was  Doctor  James  Green- 
way,  of  Dinwiddie  County,  a  botanist  of  some  merit.  Mitchell  returned 
to  England  l^efore  the  Revolution,  and  Garden  followed  in  1784.  H.  B. 
Latrolx?,  of  Baltimore,  was  an  amateur  ichthyologist,  and  Doctor  James 
MacBride,  of  Pineville,  South  Carolina  [b.  1784,  d.  1S17],  was  an  active 
IxDtanist.  Doctor  Lionel  Chalmers  [b.  17 15,  d.  1777],  who  was  for 
many  years  the  leader  of  scientific  activity  in  South  Carolina,  was  omitted 
in  the  previous  address.  A  graduate  of  Edinburgh,  he  was  for  forty 
years  a  physician  in  Charleston.  He  recorded  observations  on  meteor- 
ologfy  from  1750  to  1760,  the  foundation  of  his  Treatise  on  the  Weather 
and  Diseases  of  South  Carolina  [London,  i77^>],  and  published  also 
valuable  papers  on  pathology.  He  was  the  host  and  patron  of  many 
naturali.sts,  such  as  the  Bartrams. 

There  was  no  lack  of  men  in  the  South  who  were  capable  of  appre- 
ciating scientific  work.  Virginia  had  fourteen  meml)ers  in  the  American 
Philosophical  Society  from  1780  to  1800,  while  Massachusetts  and  New 
York  had  only  .six  each,  the  Carolinas  had  eight,  and  Maryland  six. 
The  population  of  the  South  was,  however,  widely  disjx^rsed  and  no  con- 
centration of  effort  was  possible.  To  this  was  due,  no  doubt,  the  speedy 
dissolution  of  the  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences  founded  in  Richmond 
in  1788.' 


*  Bioj^raphy  in  Polyanthus,  II. 

=*  Walpole,  New  Hampshire,  1794,  Svo,  p.  416. 

3 Sec  previous  discourse,  p.  9S.      [This  volume,  p.  4oi."[ 


]K;r|n:liiiil  iimlabilily  in  i-vi-rylhinn. 

It  is  pk'asant  to  ri.-iiii;iiil)cr  that  ImjiIi  Darwin  ,iiid  Wallace  owed  much 
of  their  insi^lit  iiiti)  tlie  proc-esses  i>f  nature  In  their  American  explora- 
tions, ll  is  als"!  hiterestinj;  Id  recall  the  closiiin  lines,  almost  prophetic 
as  they  seem  t..  ..lay,  of  the  Hi>istle  to  the  author  of  the  Botanic  Gar- 
den,' written  in  1 7<,S  hy  Ivlihn  Hnhkird  Smith,  of  New  York,  and 
prefixed  to  the  American  editions  of  The  Botanic  C.anlen: 
U'lurt.-  Missi'v'<i])iii's  liirbi.i  wiiUts  i-]u\v 


Aii.l  wliilu  llis>.>u. 

■i,,m,rsiura,.ii 

WlicrL-  v:ist  Su,RTii 

,rs,.r..:,iUitsi,, 

Anil  thu  ink-  trit..': 

WliLTL-  ni.w  Al^iskii 

L  lift>  its'fnnsK 

Anil  NonlkarnlUI 

ii-r,-«.Ht,'iry  (li.i.i 

Hfnto  kCTii  iinHlci 

iKiil  j)ri.Tni)l  111 

Hv  tri.-iiclKi-un>  fiM 

Us  curious  si-iirdl. 

.-nil>r:u-,-ltiesi-ii 

And  Itlin,'  :miiI  »,-,.': 

III.  i.'art1i  ^inil  :ui 

n;irwin,()riv;it,  .,f  S|,L-,-k 

■s.  6th  Atiit-r.  c-l 

tliu  Aniuriiiiii  Ass(«iiili.. 

III  fi.r  lliu  Advar 

S  (iraadfalher  of  Chark-s 

Uarisiii. 

V.     Hdward  S.  Worse,  Pro- 
it  of  Science,  XXV,  p.  141. 
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Thus  shall  the  years  proceed— till  growing  time 
Unfold  the  treasures  of  each  different  clime ; 
Till  one  vast  hrotherhood  mankind  unite 
In  equal  bonds  of  knowledge  and  of  right ; 
Thus  the  proud  column,  to  the  smiling  skies 
In  simple  majesty  sublime  shall  rise, 
0*er  ignorance  foiled,  their  triumph  loud  proclaim, 
And  bear  inscribed,  immortal,  Darwin *s  name. 

XII. 

During  the  three  decades  which  made  up  the  post-revolutionary  period 
there  were  several  beginnings  which  may  not  well  be  referred  to  in 
connection  with  individuals  or  localities. 

The  first  book  upon  American  insects  was  published  in  1797,  a  sump- 
tuously illustrated  work,  in  two  volumes,  with  104  colored  plates,  entitled 
The  Natural  History  of  the  rarer  Lepidopterous  Insects  of  Georgia.  This 
was  compiled  by  James  E.  Smith  from  the  notes  and  drawings  of  John 
Abbot  [b.  about  1760],  living  in  Kngland  in  1840,  an  accomplished  col- 
lector and  artist,  who  had  been  for  several  years  a  resident  of  Georgia, 
gathering  insects  for  sale  in  Europe.  Mr.  Scudder  characterizes  him  as 
the  most  prominent  student  of  the  life  histories  of  insects  we  have  ever 
had. ' 

There  had,  however,  l)een  creditable  work  previously  done  in  what  our 
entomologists  are  pleased  to  call  the  biological  side  of  the  .science.  As 
early  as  1768,  Colonel  Landon  Carter,  of  Sabine  Hall,  Virginia,  prepared 
an  elaborate  paper,  Observations  concerning  the  Fly  Weevil  that  Destroys 
the  Wheat,  which  was  printed  by  the  American  Philosophical  Society, "* 
accompanied  by  an  extended  report  by  The  committee  of  husbandry.  In 
the  same  year  Moses  Bartram  presented  his  Observ^ations  on  the  Native 
Silkworms  of  North  America.^ 

Organized  effort  in  economic  entomology  appears  to  date  from  the  year 
1792,  when  the  American  Philosophical  Society  appointed  a  committe  to 
collect  materials  for  a  natural  history  of  the  Hessian  fly,  at  that  time  mak- 
ing frightful  ravages  in  the  wheat  field,  and  so  much  dreaded  in  Great 
Britain  that  the  import  of  wheat  from  the  United  States  was  forbidden  by 
law.  The  Philosophical  Societj^'s  committee  was  composed  of  Thomas 
Jefferson,  at  that  time  Secretary  of  State  in  President  Washington's  cabi- 
net, Benjamin  Smith  Barton,  James  Hutchinson,  and  Caspar  Wistar.  In 
their  report,  which  was  accompanied  by  large  drawings,  the  history  of  the 
little  marauder  was  given  in  considerable  detail.  ■ 

The  publication  of  Wilson's  American  Ornithology,  beginning  in  1808, 


*  There  is  a  whole  series  of  quarto  or  foho  volumes  in  the  British  Museum  done  by 
him,  and  a  few  volumes  are  extant  in  this  country.  Besides,  all  the  biological 
material  in  Smith-Abbot's  Insects  of  Georgia  is  his. — I^etter  of  S.  H.  Scudder. 

'Transactions  of  the  American  Philosophical  Society,  I,  1789,  p.  274. 

3 Idem.,  1789,  p.  294. 


Pak'OiituloHy  liail  its  lx;t;iniiiiifi  at  atwut  the  same  time  iii  the  publication 
of  Jefferson's  \a\xjT  on  tlie  Me^alonyx  or  Great  Claw  in  1797.' 

This  early  studj'  of  a  fossil  \'ertebrate  was  followetl  twenty  years  later 
by  the  first  jiaiier  \^'hicli  touched  ii]X)n  invertebrates — that  by  Say  on 
Fossil  Zoology,  in  the  first  volume  of  Silliman's  Journal,  Lesueur 
seems  to  have  broujjht  from  France  some  knowledge  of  the  names  of 
fossils,  and  identified  many  sjiecies  for  the  early  American  geologists. 

Stratigraphical  and  physical  geology  also  came  in  at  this  time,  and  will 
l>e  referred  to  later. 

The  science  of  mineralogy  was  brought  to  America  in  its  infancy. 
Tiie  first  course  of  lectures  uixjn  this  siiljjeet  ever  given  in  London  was 
in  the  winter  of  1793-94,  ''V  Sclnneis.ser.  a  pupil  of  Werner.  Doctor 
David  Hosack,  then  a  student  of  medicine  at  Edinburgh,  was  one  of  his 
hearers,  and  inspired  by  his  enthusiasm  began  at  once  to  form  the  col- 
lection of  minerals  which  lie  brought  to  America  on  his  retuni  in  1794, 

'  The  first  vcrltlirati;  fitssils  wtrc  fuuiid  in  Virginia.  Saumcl  Miivt-rick,  of  Massa- 
clliisetts,  rvporteil  to  the  colony  at  Boston  in  1636  thai,  at  a  place  on  the  James 
River,  alxiiit  60  inilos  aliove  its  month,  the  colonists  liud  found  shells  and  bones, 
ainoiig  these  Ikiiil-s  tlinl  of  a  whale  iS  feet  below  tile  surface. —Neill's  Virgiuia  Caro- 
lorum,  p.  131. 
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which  was  the  first  mineralogical  cabinet  ever  seen  on  this  side  of  the 
Atlantic.  This  collection  was  exhibited  for  many  years  in  New  York 
(and  in  182 1  was  given  to  Princeton  College).  Howard  soon  after 
obtained  a  select  cabinet  from  Europe,  and  the  museum  of  the  American 
Philosophical  Society  acquired  the  Smith  collection.  In  1802  Mr.  B.  D. 
Perkins,  a  New  York  bookseller,  brought  from  London  a  fine  collection, 
which  soon  passed  into  the  possession  of  Yale  College,  and  in  1803  Doc- 
tor Archibald  Bruce  brought  over  one  equally  fine,  which  was  made  the 
basis  of  lectures  when,  in  1806,  he  became  professor  of  mineralogy  in 
Columbia  College.  George  Gibbs,  in  1805,  imported  the  magnificent 
collection  which  was  long  in  the  custody  of  the  American  Geological 
Society.  Seybert  about  the  same  time  brought  to  Philadelphia  the 
cabinet  which,  in  181 3,  was  bought  by  the  Academy  of  Natural  Sciences 
and  was  lectured  upon  by  Troost  in  18 14. 

Much  of  the  early  botanical  exploration  was,  however,  carried  out  by 
EuroiK^an  IxDtanists:  Andrd  Michaux  [b.  near  Versailles,  1746;  d.  Mada- 
gascar, 1802],  a  pupil  of  the  Jussieus  and  an  experienced  explorer,  was 
sent  by  his  Government,  in  1785,  to  collect  useful  trees  and  shrubs  for 
naturalization  in  France.  He  remained  eleven  years,  made  extensive 
explorations  in  the  regions  then  accessible  and  as  far  west  as  the  Missis- 
sippi, sent  home  immense  numbers  of  living  plants;  and  after  his  return, 
in  1796,  published  his  treatise  on  the  American  Oaks,'  and  prepared  the 
materials  for  his  jxDst humous  Flora  Boreali-Aniericanas. 

Fran9ois  Andre  Michaux  [b.  near  Versailles,  1770;  d.  at  Vaur^al, 
1855]  was  his  father's  assistant  in  these  early  travels,  and  in  1802  and 
1806  himself  made  lx)tanical  explorations  in  the  Mississippi  Valley.  His 
botanical  works  were  of  great  importance,*  especially  that  known  in  its 
English  translation  as  the  North  American  Sylva,  afterwards  com- 
pleted by  Nuttall,  and  still  the  only  work  of  the  kind,  though  soon  to  be 
supplemented,  we  hope,  by  Professor  Sargent's  projected  monographs. 

Frederick  Pursh  [b.  1774,  in  Tolx)lsk,  Silxiria;  d.  June  11,  1820,  in 
Montreal,  Canada]  carried  on  lx)tanical  explorations  between  1799  and 
18 19,  living  from  1802  to  1805  in  Philadelphia  and  from  1807  to  18 10 
in  New  York.  In  18 14  he  published  in  London  his  Flora  Americse 
Septentrionalis.  Pursh 's  Flora  was  largely  based  upon  the  labors  of  the 
American  botanists  Barton,  Hosack,  Le  Conte,  Peck,  Clayton,  Walter, 
and  Lyon,  and  the  botanical  collection  of  Lewis  and  Clarke,  and  enu- 
merated about  3,000  species  of  plants,  while  Michaux 's,  printed  eleven 
years  before,  had  only  about  half  that  number. 

A.  von  Enslen  collecte<l  plants  at  this  time,  in  the  South  and  West, 
for  the  Imi)erial  Cabinet  in  Vienna.  C.  C.  Robin,  who  traveled  from 
1802  to  1806  in  what  are  now  the  Gulf  States,  wrote  a  botanical  appen- 


'Ilistoirc  des  Chenes  de  TAmerique  Septentrionale,  1801;  36  plates. 
'Voyage  d  I'oucst  des  Monts  All(;ghanys,  etc.,  octavo,  pp.  684.    Paris,  1808.    His- 
toire  des  Arbres  For^sti^res  de  rAmeriqiie  Septentrionale. 


observations  of  yomij;  raltk-siiakcs  criiwliti^];  duwii  their  parent  snakes' 
throats  for  protect imi  from  eiiuiiiic-s. 

Most  of  thtse  men  did  not  contrihnte  largely  to  the  advancenient  of 
American  scientific  institntes  or  aihliate  with  the  naturalists  of  the  day. 

Of  quite  another  type  was  the  Count  Liii;;i  Castiglioni,  wlio  traveled, 
soon  after  the  kevohition.  throu;;hout  tlie  Kastern  States  and  published 
in  1790  two  volumes  of  his  travels,' 

The  Count  Volncy  [h.  at  Cnion  Pclmiary  3,  1757,  d.  in  Paris  April  25, 
1820],  traveler,  state-sniaii ,  and  Jiistorian,  traveled  in  this  country  from 
1795  to  1798,  and  in  iSo,i,  while  a  senator  of  the  French  Kepublic,  pub- 
lished his  famous  work  n)(on  the  T'nited  States,  containing  his  observa- 
tions ni>on  its  soil  and  its  climate,  and  npoii  the  Indians,  together  with 
the  first  doctrines  of  the  language  of  the  Mianiis,'  and  also  giving  a 
description  of  the  physical  and  botanical  features  of  the  country.   Voluey 

'  Vi;is;gi(i  neKli  Stali  Uiiili  del  rAmerica  Settcntrioiiale. 

'Tableau  du  cliuiat  tl  tin  sol  dcs  Elat.s-t'iiis  d'Ameriiine,  suivi  d'^claircissements 
sur  lii  Flotiflc,  sur  lii  coIoiul'  frauyaise  i  Scioto  siir  f]uel(j«es  colonies  canadiennes, 
et  .sur  Its  .sauvajics.  Paris,  1803.  Octavo,  2  vols.  ziX  edition.  Paris.  Octavo,  i 
vol.,  pp.  494.     Map. 
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was  an  admirer  and  intimate  friend  of  Franklin,  and  it  was  in  his  home 
at  Passy,  we  are  told,  that  he  conceived  the  idea  of  his  most  famous 
book,  Les  Ruines.' 

Among  the  traditions  of  Fauquier  County,  Virginia,  is  one  which  is  of 
interest  to  naturalists,  since  it  relates  to  an  incident  showing  the  interest 
of  our  first  President  in  science: 

About  the  year  1796  [runs  tlie  story],  at  the  close  of  a  long  summer^s  day,  a 
stranger  entered  the  village  of  Warrenton.  He  was  alone  and  on  foot,  and  his 
appearance  was  an^'thing  but  prepossessing.  His  garments,  coarse  and  dust  covered, 
indicated  an  individual  in  the  humble  walks.  From  a  cane  across  his  shoulders 
was  suspended  a  handkerchief  containing  his  clothing.  Stopping  in  front  of  Tur- 
ner's tavern,  he  took  from  his  hat  a  paper  and  handed  it  to  a  gentleman  standing 
on  the  steps;  it  read  as  follows: 

The  celebrated  historian  and  naturalist 

Volney  needs  no  recommendation  from 

G.  Washington. 

In  1 80 1  Jefferson  l^ejj^an  his  ci^ht  years  of  Presidency.  Since  he  was 
the  only  man  of  science  who  has  ever  occupied  the  Chief  Magistracy,  he 
has  a  right  to  a  high  place  in  the  esteem  of  such  a  society  as  ours,  and  I 
only  regret  that,  having  spoken  of  him  at  length  a  year  ago,  I  can  not 
now  discuss  his  scientific  career  in  all  its  aspects. 

I  then  spoke  of  the  credit  which  was  due  to  him  for  beginning  so  early 
as  1 780  to  agitate  the  idea  of  a  Government  exploring  expedition  to  the 
Pacific,  which  culminated  in  the  sending  out  by  Congress  of  the  expedi- 
tion of  Lewis  and  Clarke,  in  1803.  Captain  Lewis  [b.  1774,  d.  1809], 
the  leader  of  this  expedition,  was  a  young  Virginian,  the  neighbor  and 
for  some  years  the  private  secretary  of  President  Jefferson.  He  set  out 
in  the  summer  of  1S03,  accompanied  by  his  associate.  Captain  Clarke, 
and  twenty-eight  men.  They  entered  the  Missouri  May  14,  1804,  before 
the  middle  of  the  following  July  had  reached  the  great  falls,  and  byOcto- 
lx?r  were  \\\fO\\  the  western  slope,  where,  embarking  in  canoes  upon  the 
Kouskousky,  a  branch  of  the  Columbia,  they  descended  to  its  mouth, 
where  they  arrived  on  the  15th  of  November,  1805.  The  following 
spring  they  retraced  their  course,  arriving  in  St.  Louis  in  September." 
The  results  of  the  expedition  were  first  made  known  in  JefiFerson's  mes- 
sage to  Congress  read  February  19,  1806. 

Doctor  Asa  Gray,  in  a  recent  letter,  says: 

I  have  reason  to  think  that  Michaux  suggested  to  Jefferson  the  expedition  which 
the  latter  was  active  in  sending  over  to  the  Pacific.  I  wonder  if  he  put  off  Michaux 
for  the  sake  of  havinji^  it  in  American  hands? 3 


*  John  Bigelow,  Franklin's  Home  and  Host  in  France.  The  Century  Magazine, 
May,  1888,  p.  743. 

"  See  a  complete  bibliography  of  the  various  reports  of  this  expedition,  by  Elliott 
Coues,  in  the  Bulletin  of  the  United  States  Geological  Sur\'ey. 

3  Sec  American  Journal  of  Science,  XLH,  1842,  p.  5. 
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JefTi:r,s<>ii  lla^l  K'tii  hciirlily  .ihiiscd  fur  luit  tjratifyiiiK  Alexander  \V 
son's  rL'([Uvst  to  1>l-  apiHtititi-'d  iialiiralist  to  Pike's  expeditions.  It 
possililL-  tlial  cvi.-ti  in  tlio^t;  days  administrators  were  hampered  by  lack 
financial  rcsoiirt-es.  It  must  also  Ik;  rumi^ndiered  that  in  1804  Wils 
was  simply  an  entluisiaslic  projector  of  ornithological  undertakings,  a 
had  done  notliinj;  whatever  toestahlisli  his  reputation  as  an  investigat< 

One  of  Jefferson's  first  ofTicial  acts  was  to  throw  his  Presidential  man 
over  Prii.-stky.  Tw<)  weeks  after  he  l>eeame  President  of  the  Unit 
States  lie  wrote  these  words: 


It  is  w 

hli  lifarlf.U  <:itisfiictio; 

ii  thai, 

in  the 

first 

iiimncnts  of  my  public  action 
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,.f  iho 

sc-  la' 
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and  i-(X» 
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ejiitiiii, 
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nn.kr  Ui. 
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itiie  pi:' 

.ce<l  :. 
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.>nL-  of   tlK.  k 
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s  nreci 

ons  t 
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rv   ihiiikinK 
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Bigots  may  he  an  exceptio 

What  an 

irforl,  ni 

y  ,k-ar  sir,   0 

■f   1  V> 

try  in 

Hit 

ics  and   religion  have  we  go 

ihrouKh. 

All  advances 

tnix-  w 

i-re  |j 

.rescril>ed  as  innovations.     Th. 

pr.U-n.k., 

A  to  iiraisf 

anil  uncfjuritjr'--  i.-'hic 

alion. 

bnt  i 

t  was  to  l>c  the  education  of  0 

..     Wu  «L'i 
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s,  not 

forw; 
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1  himself  dedarijij; 

in  .>Lie 

of  his  answers  to  addresses  thai  1 
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were  never  to  expect  to  go  beyond  them  in  real  science.  This  was  the  real  ground 
of  all  the  attacks  on  you;  those  who  live  by  mystery  and  charlatanerie  fearing  you 
would  render  them  useless  by  simplifying  the  Christian  philosophy,  the  most  sub- 
lime and  benevolent  but  mast  perverted  system  that  ever  shone  on  man,  endeavored 
to  crush  your  well-earned  and  well-deserved  fame.' 

XIII. 

With  the  close  of  the  first  decade  ended  the  first  third  of  a  century 
since  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  We  have  now  passed  in  review 
a  considerable  number  of  illustrious  names  and  have  noted  the  inception 
of  many  worthy  undertakings. 

*  *  Still,  however,  * '  in  the  words  of  vSilliman,  * '  although  individuals  were 
enlightened,  no  serious  impression  was  produced  on  the  public  mind;  a 
few  lights  were  indeed  held  out  but  they  were  lights  twinkling  in  an 
almost  impervious  gloom.' 

This  was  a  state  of  affairs  not  peculiar  to  America.  A  gloom  no  less 
oppressive  had  long  o])scured  the  intellectual  atmosphere  of  the  Old 
World.  There  were  a  goodly  number  of  men  of  science,  and  many  impor- 
tant discoveries  were  being  made,  but  no  bonds  had  yet  been  formed  to 
connect  the  interests  of  the  men  of  science  and  the  men  of  affairs. 

Speculative  science,  in  the  nature  of  things,  can  only  interest  and 
attract  scholarly  men,  and  though  its  results,  concisely  and  attractively 
stated,  may  have  a  passing  interest  to  a  certain  ]X)rtion  of  every  commu- 
nity, it  is  only  by  its  practical  applications  that  it  secures  the  hearty 
support  of  the  connnunity  at  large. 

Huxley,  in  his  recent  discourse  upon  The  Advance  of  Science  in  the 
last  Half  Century,^  has  touched  upon  this  subject  in  a  most  suggestive 
and  instructive  manner,  and  has  shown  that  Bacon,  with  all  his  wisdom, 
exerted  little  direct  Ix^neficial  influence  upon  the  advancement  of  natural 
knowledge,  whicli  has  after  all  been  chiefly  forwarded  by  men  like  Galileo 
and  Har\'ey,  Boyle  and  Newton,  "  who  would  have  done  their  work  quite 
as  well  if  neither  Bacon  nor  Descartes  had  ever  proix)imded  their  views 
respecting  the  manner  in  which  scientific  investigation  should  be 
pursued.*' 

I  think  we  should  look  upon  Bacon  as  the  prophet  of  modem  scientific 
thought,  rather  than  its  founder.  It  is  no  doubt  true,  as  Huxley  has 
said,  that  his  '  *  scientific  insight  * '  was  not  sufficient  to  enable  him  to  shape 
the  futiu-e  course  of  scientific  philosophy,  but  it  is  scarcely  true  that  he 
attached  any  undue  value  to  the  practical  advantages  which  the  world 
as  a  whole  and  incidentally  science  itself  were  to  reap  from  the  applica- 
tions of  scientific  methods  to  the  investigation  of  nature. 


'Jefferson's  Works  (edited  by  T.  J.  Randolph),  1830,  III,  p.  461. 
'"■  American  Journal  of  Science,  I,  18 19,  37. 

*T.  II.   WwkI,  The   Reign  of   Victoria;  a  survey  of  Fifty  Years  of    Progress. 
Ivondon,  1887. 
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tended  to  scientific  advances  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  and  the 
results  of  the  labors  of  Cuvier,  whose  glory  was  now  approaching  its 
zenith,  of  Brongniart,  of  Blainville,  of  Jussieu,  of  DecandoUe,  of  Werner, 
of  Hutton,  of  Buckland,  of  De  la  Beche,  of  Magendie,  of  Humboldt, 
Daubuisson,  Berzelius,  Von  Buch,  of  Herschel,  of  Laplace,  of  Young,  of 
Fresnel,  of  Oersted,  of  Cavendish,  of  Lavoisier,  Wollaston,  Davy,  and 
Sir  William  Hooker,  were  eagerly  welcomed  by  hundreds  in  America. 

**  In  truth,"  wrote  one  who  was  among  the  most  active  in  promoting 
these  tendencies — *  *  a  thirst  for  the  natural  sciences  seemed  already  to 
per\^ade  the  United  States  like  the  progress  of  an  epidemic. '  * 

The  author  of  these  enthusiastic  words  was  Amos  Eaton  [b.  in  Chat- 
ham, New  York,  1776,  d.  May  6,  1842] ,  one  of  the  most  interesting  men 
of  his  day.  In  181 6,  at  the  age  of  forty,  he  abandoned  the  practice  of 
law  and  went  to  New  Haven  to  attend  Sillinian's  lectures  on  mineralogy 
and  geology.  He  was  a  man  of  great  force  and  untiring  energy,  and  one 
of  the  pioneers  of  American  geology;  though  the  name,  Father  of  Ameri- 
can Geology,  sometimes  applied  to  him,  would  seem  to  belong  more 
appropriately  to  Maclure,  or,  perhaps,  to  Mitchill.  He  was,  however, 
only  some  eight  years  later  than  Maclure  in  beginning  geological  field 
work.  Katon's  Index  to  the  Geology  of  the  Northern  vStates  of  America, 
printed  in  18 17,  was  the  first  strictly  American  treatise,  and  seems  to 
have  had  a  very  stimulating  effect.  He  was  preeminently  an  agitator 
and  an  educator.  He  traveled  many  thousands  of  miles  on  foot  through- 
out New  P^ngland  and  New  York,  delivering  in  the  meantime,  at  the 
principal  towns,  short  courses  of  lectures  on  natural  history.  In  March, 
1 8 17,  having  received  an  invitation  to  aid  in  the  introduction  of  the 
natural  sciences  in  Williams  College,  his  Alma  Mater,  he  delivered  a 
course  of  lectures  in  Williamstown.  "Such,"  he  remarks,  "was  the 
zeal  at  this  institution,  that  an  uncontrolable  enthusiasm  for  Natural  His- 
tory, took  possession  of  every  mind;  and  other  departments  of  learning 
were,  for  a  time,  crowded  out  of  College.  The  College  authorities 
allowed  twelve  students  each  day  ( 72  \i^x  week)  to  devote  their  whole  time 
to  the  collection  of  minerals,  plants,  etc.,  in  lieu  of  all  other  exercises."  * 

In  April,  18 18,  he  went  to  Albany,  on  the  special  invitation  of  Gov- 
ernor De  Witt  Clinton,  and  delivered  a  counse  of  letures  on  natural  history. 
**  In  Albany  I  found,"  wrote  he,  **  Doctor  T.  Romeyn  Beck,  and  in  Troy, 
Doctors  Burrett,  Robbins,  and  Dale,  zealous  beyond  description  in  the 
cause  of  natural  science.  By  the  exertions  of  these  gentlemen  a  taste  for 
the  study  of  nature  was  strongly  excited  in  those  two  cities,  especially 
for  that  of  geolog>'.  They,  together  with  several  others,  had  l)ecome 
members  of  the  New  York  Lyceum  of  Natural  History,  and  in  the  fall 
of  18 1 8  established  a  society  of  the  same  name  and  upon  a  .similar  plan  in 
Troy.     Collections  were  made  with  such  zeal  that  in  the  course  of  a  few 

'Geological  Text-Book,  2d  edition,  1832,  p.  16. 


famous  as  a  botanist,  was  then  devoting  his  attention  to  mineralogy  and 
clieniistry  ;  Doctor  Jacol)  Porter  was  making  Ixitanical  obsen-ations  in 
central  M a.ssachn setts :  qnaint  old  CalebAtwater,  at  that  time  almost  the 
onlyscientificob.server  w(;Kt  of  the  Allef,'lienies,  was  discussing  the  origin 
of  prairies,  meteorology,  Iwitany,  geology,  mineralogy,  and  sceuery  of  the 
Ohio  country,  and  a  little  later  the  remains  of  mammoths. 

Professor  J.  W.  Webster,  of  Boston,  was  making  general  studies  in 
geology;  the  Rev.  ICUas  Cornelius  and  Mr.  John  Grammer  were  writing 
of  tbegeolog>'  of  Virginiii;  Mr.  J.  A.  Kain.uiion  that  of  Tennessee,  I,  P, 
Brace,  that  of  Connecticut,  and  James  Pierce,  that  of  New  Jersey. 

To  this  period  belonged  the  brilliant  Constantino  Rafiuesque,  with 
Torrey.  Silhman,  Cleavelaiid,  Gibbs,  James,  Sclioolcraft,  Gage,  Akerly, 
Mitchill,  Dana.  Beck,  and  Featherstonhaiigh. 

■TliL-  Troy  I.ycfiim  of  Naturul  History  «:is  irK-.irporalc.-.l  in  iNig,  and  a  lectureship 
was  creatcil,  fiUcil  by  Mr.  ICalun  (  Aniiriiaii  Joiirii.il  <.f  Science,  11,  p.  173).  In 
iHjn  a  similar  assiK-iatiriii,  The  Hiulsim  AsM)fiiili<jii  fur  Improvement  in  Science, 
was  foumltal  in  tlie  cityof  Hucisoii,  anri  iti  1K21  llii'  IK-lawarc  Cliemical  and  Geolog- 
ical Sofiely. 
'  Proceed itif;s  of  the  American  Association  for  tlic  Advancement  of  Science,  VI, 

I8S'.  pp.  VI,  XLVJ. 


Benjamin  Thompson,  Count  Rumford. 


I 
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Doctor  Henry  R.  Schoolcraft,  afterwards  prominent  in  ethnology, 
printed,  in  18 19,  his  View  of  the  Lead  Mines  of  Missouri,  the  first  from 
American  contributors  to  economic  geology;  and  in  the  same  year  his 
Transallegania,  a  mineralogical  poem,  probably  the  last  as  well  as  the 
first  of  its  kind  written  in  America.  In  182 1  he  published  a  scholarly 
Account  of  the  Native  Copper  on  the  Southern  Shore  of  Lake  Superior.' 

Mineralogy  and  geology  were  the  most  popular  of  the  sciences. 

American  geology  dated  its  beginning  from  this  previous  decade.  Pro- 
fessor S.  L.  Mitchill  was  one  of  the  first  to  call  attention  to  the  teachings 
of  Kirwan  and  the  pioneers  of  European  geology,  and  very  early  in  the 
century  began  to  instruct  the  students  of  Columbia  College  in  the  prin- 
ciples of  geology  as  then  understood.  He  published  Observations  on  the 
Geology  of  America,  and  also  edited  a  New  York  edition  of  Cuvier's  His- 
tory of  the  Earth,  contributing  to  this  work  an  appendix  which  was 
constantly  quoted  by  early  writers. 

The  first  geological  ex])lorer  was  William  Maclure  [b.  in  Ayr,  Scot- 
land, 1763;  d.  in  San  Angel.  Mexico,  March  23,  1840],  a  vScotch  merchant 
who  amassed  a  large  fortune  by  commercial  connections  with  this  country, 
and  became  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  alK)Ut  1796.  His  most  imjx^r- 
tant  service  to  American  science  was  that  of  a  patron,  for  he  was  a  liberal 
supporter  of  the  infant  Academy  of  vSciences  in  Philadelphia,  and  for 
twenty-two  years  its  president,  besides  ])eing  an  upholder  of  other 
important  enterprises. 

The  publication,  in  1809,  of  his  Obser\'ations  on  the  Geology  of  the 
United  States  marks  the  beginning  of  American  gcK)graphical  geology 
and  the  first  attempt  at  a  geological  survey  of  the  United  States.  This 
had  long  been  the  object  of  his  ambition,  and  in  order  to  prepare  himself 
for  the  task  he  had  si)ent  several  years  in  travel  throughout  Europe, 
making  observations  and  collecting  objects  in  natural  history,  which  he 
forwarded  to  the  country  of  his  adoption. 

His  undertaking  was  undoubtedly  a  remarkable  one.  '  *  He  w^ent  forth 
with  his  hannner  in  his  hand  and  his  wallet  on  his  shoulder,  pursuing 
his  researches  in  every  direction,  visiting  almost  every  State  and  Terri- 
tory, wandering  often  amidst  pathless  tracts  and  dreary  solitudes  until 
he  had  crossed  and  rc^^ossed  the  Allegheny  Mountains  not  less  than  fifty 
times.  He  encountered  all  the  privations  of  hunger,  thirst,  fatigue,  and 
exposure,  month  after  month  and  year  after  year,  until  his  indomitable 
spirit  had  conquered  every  difficulty,  and  crowned  his  enterprise  with  suc- 
cess, ""and  after  the  pu])lication  of  his  memoir  he  devoted  eight  years 
more  to  collecting  materials  for  a  second  and  revised  edition. 

The  geological  map  of  the  United  States,  pu])lished  in  1809,  appears 
to  have  Ijeen  the  first  of  the  kind  ever  attempted  for  an  entire  country. 


'American  Journal  of  Science,  III,  iS2i,pp.  201-216 
-Martin,  Memoir  of  William  Maclure,  p.  11. 


names  tin;  syti.lHjls  M.  A.  G.  S..  and  it  was  for  a  thw  tlie  most  activc- 
of  Aniorican  sck'Htific  societies. 

The  cliaraeteristics  of  the  leading  spirits  were  sunniied  np  !>>■  luitoii  at 
the  time  of  its  t>eKiniiing: 

The  president  of  the  AiiKTii:iil  (">tolr,Kifal  Society,  Wiiliiiiii  M'Cluru,  li:is  alrenily 
Blnick  out  the KriniJ ■•mlijie ••(  North  Aiiii-rican  Ke.>nraiihiiiil  Kt'"l"f;y.  Tlic  tiv^l  vice- 
president.  O.l.  C.  Gihl.s,  has  oolltoleii  more  fiicts  Mul  ariiaistd  in,>re  j,'oo logical  ami 
tnineralogical  sptciiiii-iis  than  any  olhiT  iiiiUviiinEil  of  ihi-  ayu,  Tlic  ■^.-cond  vice- 
pre.sideiit,  lYoft'ssor  Silliniaii,  j;ivi-s  Ihc  true  siiunlilic  rlress  lo  ;ill  ilii-  niikt-^l  niiiieral- 
ogical  subjcets  wliifh  art  fnrnishtd  lo  lli^  hand.  The  lliir.i  vicL-invsidiTil.  I'rofessor 
Cleavelalid,isMneccs.sfu11yi.ni],I,,yodin.-hu-i<l:aiiij:iin,lfiiniiliari/.inKlliosuiiileroslin}; 
sciences;  and  Ihns  sniwAhiiij;  the  laaavd  jialhsof  the  ^lii<kiit.  I'n.fi-ssor  Mitcbill 
has  amassed  a  lar^c  store  of  materials,  and  annex,><l  thtni  ti.  thi-  laliurs  of  Cuvier 
and  Jallltsolt.  Ihil  the  dnidKi-ry  of  ohmhinK  oliffs  an<l  destendinK  into  fissures  and 
caverns,  and  of  travirsiiij;  in  all  directio.is  onrniost  ruj.);ed  iiinu.itaini.ns  dislricls,  to 
ascertain  the  disliiielive  characters,  niniilx.T,  and  or.ler  ol'  our  sinilii,  has  devolved 


Katoii  has  very  fairh-  {lefined  liis  invn  pusition  ainoiijf  the  early  geolo- 
gists, wliioli  was  that  of  an  ex]dorer  .iiid  pioiieer.  The  epitliet.  Father 
of  American  Geology,  whicli  has  sometimes  been  applied  to  him,  might 
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more  justly  be  bestowed  upon  Maclure,  or  even  upon  Mitchill.  The 
name  of  Amos  Eaton  [b.  1776,  d.  1872]  will  always  be  memorable,  on 
account  of  his  connection  with  the  geological  survey  of  New  York,  which 
was  begun  in  1820,  at  the  private  expense  of  Hon.  Stephen  Van  Rens- 
selaer; also  as  the  founder,  in  1824,  of  the  Rensselaer  Polytechnic  Insti- 
tute, the  first  of  its  class  on  the  continent. 

The  State  of  New  York  was  not  preeminently  prompt  in  establishing 
an  official  survey,  but  the  liberality  of  Van  Rensselaer  and  the  energy  of 
Eaton  gave  to  New  York  the  honor  of  attaching  the  names  of  its  towns 
and  counties  to  a  large  number  of  the  geological  formations  of  North 
America. 

In  these  early  surveys  Eaton  was  associated  with  Doctor  Theodore 
Romeyn  Beck  and  Mr.  H.  Webster,  naturalist  and  collector,  one  of  the 
first  being  a  survey  of  the  county  of  Albany,  under  the  special  direction 
of  a  County  Agricultural  Society,  followed  by  similar  sur\^eys  of  Rens- 
selaer County  and  Saratoga  County  and  others  along  the  Erie  Canal. 

In  July,  18 18,  Professor  Silliman  began  the  publication  of  the  Ameri- 
can Journal  of  Science,  which  has  been  for  more  than  two-thirds  of  a 
century  the  most  prominent  register  of  the  scientific  progress  of  this 
continent.  Silliman 's  journal  succeeded,  and  far  more  than  replaced, 
the  American  Mineralogical  Journal,  the  earliest  of  American  scientific 
periodicals,  which  was  established  in  New  York  in  18 10  by  Doctor  Archi- 
bald Bruce,  and  which  was  discontinued  after  the  close  of  the  first  vol- 
ume, in  18 14,  on  account  of  the  illness  and  untimely  death  of  its  projec- 
tor.' The  Mineralogical  Journal  was  not  so  limited  in  scope  as  in  name, 
and  was  for  a  time  the  principal  organ  of  our  scientific  specialists. 

We  can  but  admire  the  spirit  of  Silliman,  who  remarks  in  the  preface 
to  the  third  volume: 

It  must  require  several  years  from  the  commencement  of  the  work  to  decide  the 
question  [whether  it  is  to  be  supported],  and  the  editor  (if  God  continues  his  Hfe  and 
health)  will  endeavor  to  prove  himself  neither  impatient  nor  querulous  during  the 
time  that  his  countrymen  hold  the  question  undecided,  whether  there  shall  be  an 
American  Journal  of  Science  and  Arts. 

In  the  fall  of  1822  he  announced  that  a  trial  of  four  years  had  decided 
the  point  that  the  American  public  would  support  this  journal. 

Prior  to  the  establishing  of  Silliman' s  journal,  the  principal  organs 
of  American  science  were  the  Medical  Repository,  commenced  in  1798, 
of  which  Doctor  Mitchill  was  the  chief  proprietor;  the  New  York  Med- 
ical and  Physical  Journal,  conducted  chiefly  by  Doctor  Hosack;  the 
Boston  Journal  of  Philosophy  and  the  Arts,  and  other  similar  periodicals. 
Our  students  looked  chiefly,  however,  to  the  English  journals:    Tilloch's 

'  '*  No  future  historian  of  American  science  will  fail  to  commemorate  this  work  as 
our  earliest  purely  scientific  Journal,  supported  by  original  American  communica- 
tions,^' said  Sillimau  in  his  prospectus,  1817. 


ceptioii  of  the  iiii]>ortaiici;  of  tin.-  work  thty  were  iiiidu-rtiikiii^'  \vhi.-ii,  in 
a  spirit  of  Ijurlesque,  they  assimi(.'(l  the  title  of  iiu  aaideiiiy  of  kiirniiij;. 

Ill  1816  the  C(Kist  Survey,  after  years  of  disciissi.iti,  was  platvd  iti 
action  under  the  siij>crvisioii  of  Hassler  (who  liad  heeti  apjioiiitcd  its 
head  as  early  as  i.Si  i  ).  hut  two  \ears  later,  the  work  j^oinj;  on  Uk>  slowly 
to  please  the  C.overuiuent,  it  was  stupi)ed. 

The  Liiiii:L-aii  Society  of  New  IvuKlaiid,  established  in  IJoston  al)otn 
this  time,  was  the  precursor  of  the  ISostou  Society  of  Natviral  Science. 

The  publication  of  an  American  edition  of  Rees's  Cyclop:edia.  in  Phila- 
delphia,  was  lx?KUU  in    iSio,  and   the  forty-seventh  volume  cnmpletcd 
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in  1824. 

furnished  employment  and  thus  fostered  tli 
eminent  naturahsts,  among  wh 
and  Ord,  wliik'  at  the  same  t: 
United  States  and  gave  currenc 
such  as  Say's  upon  Concholoj;} 
Mr.  Bradbury,  the   publ 
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n,  Th.imas  Say, 
t  fostered  a  taste  fi>r  science  in  tin. 
several  rather  epoch-making  arlicks, 

ICntomolojfy. 

this  cyck)p;edia.  was  the  first  of   ^ 


jjoodly  conn>any  of  liberal  and  far-sccinj^  publishers,  who  have  done  much 
for  science  in  this  country  by  their  patronage  of  important  scientific 
publications. 
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In  18 1 7  Josiah  Meigs,  Commissioner  of  the  Land  Office,  issued  a  circu- 
lar to  the  several  registers  of  the  land  offices  of  the  United  States  requir- 
ing them  to  keep  daily  meteorological  observations,  and  also  to  report 
upon  such  phenomena  as  the  times  of  the  unfolding  of  leaves  of  plants 
and  the  dates  of  flowering,  the  migrations  of  birds  and  fishes,  the  dates 
of  spawning  of  fishes,  the  hibernation  of  animals,  the  history  of  locusts 
and  other  insects  in  large  numbers,  the  falling  of  stones  and  other  bodies 
from  the  amosphere,  the  direction  of  meteors,  and  discoveries  relative  to 
the  antiquities  of  the  country. 

It  does  not  appear  that  anything  ever  resulted  from  this  step,  but  it  is 
referred  to  as  an  indication  that,  seventy  years  ago,  our  Government  was 
willing  to  use  its  civil-service  officials  in  the  interest  of  science.  A  few 
years  later  the  same  idea  was  carried  into  effect  by  the  Smithsonian 
Institution. 

In  those  early  days  each  of  the  principal  cities  had  public  museums 
founded  and  supported  by  private  enterprise.  Their  proprietors  were 
men  of  scientific  tastes,  who  affiliated  with  the  naturalists  of  the  day  and 
placed  their  collections  freely  at  the  disposal  of  investigators. 

The  earliest  was  the  Philadelphia  Museum,  established  by  Charles 
Willson  Peale,  and  for  a  time  housed  in  the  building  of  the  American 
Philosophical  Society.     In  1800  it  was  full  of  popular  attractions: 

There  were  a  nianimoth's  tooth  from  the  Ohio,  and  a  woman's  shoe  from  Canton  ; 
nests  of  the  kind  used  to  make  soup  of,  and  a  Chinese  fan  6  feet  long ;  bits  of  asbestus, 
belts  of  wampum,  stuffed  binls  and  feathers  from  the  Friendly  Islands,  scalps,  toma- 
hawks, and  long  lines  of  portraits  of  great  men  of  the  Revolutionary  war.  To  visit 
the  Museum,  to  wander  through  the  rooms,  play  u|X)n  the  organ,  examine  the  rude 
electrical  machine,  and  have  a  profile  drawn  by  the  physiognomitian,  were  pleasures 
from  which  no  stranger  to  the  city  ever  refrained. 

Doctor  Hare's  oxyhydrogen  blowpi|Xi  was  shown  in  this  museinn  by 
Mr.  Rulxins  Peale  as  early  as  1810. 

The  Baltimore  Museum  was  managed  by  Rembrandt  Peale,  and  was 
in  existence  as  early  as  18 15  and  as  late  as  1830.' 

Earlier  efforts  were  made,  however,  in  Philadelphia.  Doctor  Chovet, 
of  that  city,  had  a  collection  of  wax  anatomical  models  made  by  him  in 
Euro|)e.  and  Professor  John  Morgan,  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania, 
who  learned  his  methods  from  the  Hiniters  in  London  and  Sue  in  Paris, 
was  also  forming  such  a  collection  before  the  Revolution.' 

The  Columbian  Museum  and  Turrell's  Museum,  in  Boston,  are  spoken 
of  in  the  annals  of  the  day,  and  there  was  a  small  collection  in  the  attic 
of  the  State  House  in  Hartford. 


*  Baltimore  has  a  handsome  museum,  superintended  by  one  of  the  Peale  family, 
well  known  for  their  devotion  to  natural  science  and  to  works  of  art.  It  is  not  their 
fault  if  the  specimens  which  they  are  enabled  to  display  in  the  latter  department  are 
very  inferior  to  their  splendid  exhibitions  in  the  former. — Mrs.  Trollope,  Domestic 
Manners  of  the  Americans.     London,  I,  1832,  p.  296. 

'Transactions  of  the  American  Philosophical  Society,  II,  p.  366. 


His  7,nnl(>^:icid  mamiscripts  WL-rf  ^le^t^)yell  in  tlie  Inirniiij;  <if  Cohiniltia 
just  at  llif  close  of  tlit.-  civil  war,  Imi  liis  observations,  which  he  was 
averse.  In  piililisliinsi  in  liis  own  name,  were,  we  are  told,  emlxxlied  in 
tile  writings  of  liis  brother,  of  Stephen  l-Hliott,  nf  the  Scotch  botanist. 
Cordon.'  of  Doctor  William  Hahlwiu  and  others.'^ 

StepJK-ii  SClliott,  of  Charleston,  Soiitli  Carolina  [1>.  1711,  d.  1K30],  was 
a  K'":"lii;ite  of  Yale  in  the  class  of  1791.  and,  while  prominent  in  the 
]M)litical  and  fmancial  circles  of  liis  State,  found  tin)e  tocnltivate  science. 
He  foinidcd  in  iSi^  the  l.ileiarv  and  Philosophical  Society  of  South 
Carolina,  and  was  its  first  president;  and  in   iSry  was  elected  professor 

'  An  iidilrt^s  1'.  tlic  pucipk-  nf  lln-  Wt-;Urii  Country,  ibuvl  CinriniiatJ,  Sqiteiul.tT  15, 
■<i,S,  and  ^iniie.1  tiy  IClijah  Sl^u-k.  Jiiiiifs  riiidhiy.WilliLLiii  Slc-le,  Jesse  Embrei-s.  and 
T):iiiiul  Drakf,  iii:n'i:iK<.-rs. 

'  llisloirt-  r..:'nLTalo  i-t   le<.iioj;r;i].liic  .les  I.tpidoptfres  ,1  lies  Chunilli'S  rU-  I'Atiiiri- 

'  U.ui1oii\  (l.iriUiicrs-  M:i«,ti..ine. 

•A.  it.  Sleph.-iisiiiJolniM.irsNewrnivfrsnl  Cyclopaedia,  XCH- York. 1876,11,  p.1702. 

^Tlie  l,i-C":iti-  family  <lcscrvL-s  a  pliico  iiUkillo.i's  IkTuditary  {Veliius.      Professor 

.if  I)ott-ir  Lewis  LuCoiitv,  while  Doctor  J.  I,.  LeCoiilu  was  llie  sun  of  Major  Juhii 
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of  natural  history  and  botany  in  the  South  Carolina  Medical  College, 
which  he  aided  to  establish.  He  pubHshed  the  Botany  of  South  Caro- 
lina and  Georgia  (Charleston,  1821-1827),  having  been  assisted  in  its 
preparation  by  Doctor  James  McBride;  and  had  an  extensive  museum  of 
his  own  gathering.  Tjie  Elliott  Society  of  Natural  History,  founded 
in  1853,  or  before,  and  subsequently  continued  under  the  name  of  the 
Elliott  Society  of  Science  and  Art,  1 859-1 875,  was  named  in  memory  of 
this  public-spirited  man. 

Jacob  Green  [b.  1790,  d.  1841],  at  different  times  professor  in  the 
College  of  New  Jersey  and  in  Jefferson  Medical  College,  was  one  of  the 
old  school  naturalists,  equally  at  home  in  all  of  the  sciences.  His  paper 
on  Trilobites  (1832)  was  our  first  formal  contribution  to  invertebrate 
paleontology;  his  Account  of  some  new  Species  of  Salamanders,'  one  of  the 
earliest  steps  in  American  herpetology;  his  Remarks  on  the  Unios  of  the 
United  States,'  the  beginning  of  studies  subseciuently  extensively  prose- 
cuted by  Lea  and  some  other  entomologists.  He  also  wrote  upon  the 
cr>\stallization  of  snow,  and  was  the  author  of  Chemical  Philosophy, 
Astronomical  Researches,  and  a  work  upon  Botany  of  the  United  States. 

The  earlier  volumes  of  vSilliman's  Journal  were  filled  with  notes  of  his 
observations  in  all  departments  of  natural  history. 

Jos^  Francisco  Correa  da  Serra,  secretary  of  the  Royal  Academy  of 
Lisbon,  was  resident  in  Philadelphia  in  1H13,  in  the  capacity  of  Portu- 
guese minister,  and  affiliated  with  our  men  of  science  in  botanical  and 
geological  interests.  In  18 14  he  lectured  on  botany  in  the  place  of  B.  S. 
Barton,  and  also  published  several  botanical  papers,  as  well  as  one  upon 
the  soil  of  Kentucky. 

Alire  Raffenau  Delile,  formerly  a  member  of  Napoleon*s  scientific 
expedition  to  Ii)gypt  and  the  editor  of  the  Flora  of  Egypt,  was  in 
New  York  alx)ut  this  time,  for  the  purjx)se  of  completing  his  medical 
education,  and  .seems  to  have  done  nuich  to  stinuilate  interest  in  lx)tan- 
ical  studies. 

To  this  as  well  as  to  the  subsequent  perio<l  l^elonged  Doctor  Gerard 
Troost  [b.  in  Holland,  March  15,  1776:  educated  in  Leyden;  d.  in  Nash- 
ville, August  17,  1850],  a  naturalist  of  Dutch  birth  and  education,  who 
came  to  Philadelphia  in  18 10,  and  was  a  founder  and  the  first  president  of 
the  Philadelphia  Academy.  In  1826  he  founded  a  geological  survey 
of  the  environs  of  Philadelphia;  hi  1827  l>ecame  professor  of  chemistry, 
mineralog>',  and  geology  in  the  University  of  Nashville.  As  State  geol- 
ogist of  Tennessee  from  1831  to  1849  he  published  some  of  the  earliest 
State  geological  reports. 

Another  expedition  well  worthy  of  mention,  though  not  exceedingly 
fruitful,  was  one  made  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Maclure,  president  of 
the  Philadelphia  Academy,  to  the  sea  islands  of  Georgia  and  the  Florida 

'  Contributions  of  the  Maclurian  Lyceum,  I,  January,  1827,  p.  3. 
"Idem.,  I,  p.  41. 


and  tells  lis  that  "without  her  approbation  the  work  would  not  have 
l)een  undurtak<;n." 

Another  person  was  W.  C  Redfield  [h.  17S9,  d.  1857],  who,  in  1827, 
promulgated  the  essential  jwrtions  of  the  theory  of  stomis,  which  is 
now  pretty  generalh'  accepted,  and  which  was  stibseqnently  extended 
by  Sir  Williani  Reid  in  liarliados  and  Rermuda.  and  greatly  modified  by 
Professor  Loomis,  of  Xew  Haven.  An  eloquent  eulogy  of  Redfield  was 
pronounced  by  Professor  Denison  Olmsted  at  the  Montreal  meeting  of 
the  American  As.sociation  in  1857." 

Among  the  rising  young  investigators  of  this  period  were  Joseph 
Henry,  A.  I),  liaclie,  C.  U.  Shejtard,  the  younger  SiUimau,  Henry  Sey- 
Ijert.  William  Mather,  Klx;nej;er  Kmmons,  Percival,  the  poet  geologist, 
DeKay,  Godman,  and  Harlan. 

The  organization,  in  1S24,  of  the  Rensselaer  School,  afterwards  the 
Rensselaer  Polytechnic  Institute,  at  Troy,  marked  the  beginning  of  a 
new  era  in  scientific  and  technological  education.  Its  principal  professors 
were  Amos  Eaton  and  Doctor  Lewis  C.  Reck. 

In  ifi2oan  expedition  was  sent  by  the  General  Government  to  explore 

'  Americ:in  Jourtuil  tit  Seitnce,  X.  1826,  ji,  369. 

=  S<.-e  History  of  till.-  Nf;w  York  Academy  of  Sciences,  ]887,  p.  76. 
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the  Northwestern  Territory,  especially  the  region  around  the  Great 
Lakes  and  the  sources  of  the  Mississippi.  This  was  under  charge  of 
General  Lewis  Cass,  at  that  time  governor  of  Michigan  Territory.  Henry 
R.  Schoolcraft  accompanied  this  expedition  as  mineralogist,  and  Captain 
D.  B.  Douglass,  U.  S.  A.,  as  topographical  engineer;  and  both  of  these 
sent  home  considerable  collections  reported  upon  by  the  specialists  of  the 
day.  Cass  himself,  though  better  known  as  a  statesman,  was  a  man  of 
scientific  tastes  and  ability,  and  his  Inquiries  respecting  the  History, 
Traditions,  Languages,  etc.,  of  the  Indians,  published  at  Detroit  in  1823, 
is  a  work  of  high  merit. 

Long's  expeditions  into  the  far  West  were  also  in  progress  at  this 
time,  under  the  direction  of  the  General  Government;  the  first,  or  Rocky 
Mountain,  exploration  in  1819-20;  the  second  to  the  sources  of  the  St. 
Peter's,  in  1823.  In  the  first  expedition  Major  Long  was  accompanied 
by  Edwin  James  as  botanist  and  geologist,  who  also  wrote  the  Narrative 
published  in  1823.  The  second  ex|:)edition  was  accompanied  by  William 
H.  Keating,  professor  of  mineralogy  and  chemistry  in  the  Universit}'  of 
Pennsylvania,  who  was  its  geologist  and  historiographer.  Say  was  the 
zoologist  of  l)oth  explorations.  De  Schwcinitz  worked  up  the  botanical 
material  which  he  collected. 

The  linglish  ex|Xi(litions  sent  to  Arctic  North  America  imder  the  com- 
mand of  vSir  John  PVanklin  were  also  out  during  these  years,  the  first 
from  18 19  to  1822,  the  second  from  1S25  to  1827,  and  yielded  many 
important  results.  To  naturalists  they  have  an  es])ecial  interest,  because 
Sir  John  Richardson,  who  accompanied  Franklin  as  surgeon  and  naturalist, 
was  one  of  the  most  eminent  and  sncccssful  zoological  explorers  of  the 
centur>',  and  had  more  to  do  with  the  development  of  our  natural  history 
than  anv  other  man  not  an  American. 

His  natural  history  ])apers  in  Franklin's  reports,  1823  and  1828,  his 
Fauna  Boreali  Americana,  published  between  1827  and  1836,  his  reix)rt 
ui)on  the  Zoology  of  North  America,  are  all  among  the  classics  of  our 
z(K)logical  literature.' 

The  third  decade  was  somewhat  marked  l)y  a  renewal  of  interest  in 
zoology  and  botany,  which  had,  during  the  few  preceding  years,  been 
rather  overshadowed  by  geology  and  mineralogy. 

Rafinesque  had  retired  to  Kentucky,  where,  from  his  professor's  chair 
in  Transylvania  University,  he  was  issuing  his  Annals  of  Nature  and  his 
Western  Minerv^a;  and  his  brilliancy  Ijeing  dimmed  by  distance,  other 
students  of  animals  had  a  chance  to  work. 

One  of  the  most  noteworthy  of  the  workers  was  Thomas  Say  [b.  1787, 
d.  1834] ,  who  was  a  pioneer  in  several  departments  of  systematic  zoology. 
A  kinsman  of  the  Bart  ram's,  he  spent  many  of  his  toy  hood  days  in  the 
old  Ixitanic  garden  at  King.sessing,  in  company  with  the  old  naturalist. 


'See  Rev.  John  Mcllwraith'.s  Life  of  Sir  John  Richardson,  C.  B.,  LL.  I).     Ix)ndon, 
1868.     Also  Obituary  in  London  Reader,  1865,  p.  707. 


Ill  iS^,s  li^  ri-'iiioved  from  Pliibik-lpliia  toNew  Harnioiiy.  Indiana,  and, 
ill  coiupniiy  with  Machirt;  and  Troost,  iK-L-aiui;  a  nieniber  of  tlie  com- 
nniiiity  fouiulwl  tlieri;  by  Owen  of  Lanark.  Comparatively  little  was 
tlieiK-eforth  (ioiio  l>y  liiiii,  and  we  can  only  rej^rct  tliu  luitiiuely  close  of 
.so  brilliant  a  career.' 

L'hark-s  Alexander  I.esiicnr  [!i.  at  Havre- dy- Grace.  France,  January  i, 
i77,S;  d.  at  Havre,  Deceinher  12,  1S46],  the  friend  aii<i  a,s.sociate  of 
Maclnre  and  Say,  aevonipanied  them  to  New  Harmony.  The  romantic 
life  of  tliis  talented  Frenchman  lia.s  lieen  well  narrated  in  his  IjioRrapliy 
by  Ord.'  He  was  one  of  the  staff  of  the  Ilaudin  extx^dition  to  An.stralia 
in  1800,  and  to  his  efforts,  seconding  those  of  Peron,  liis  associate,  were 
dtie  most  of  the  scientific  results  which  France  obtained  from  that  ill- 
fated  enlerprise.  [,esuenr,  thonj;h  a  naturalist  of  considerable  ability, 
was,  above  all.  an  artist.     The  niaH;nificent  plates  in  the  reix)rts  prepare<l 

'  Set  a  Mciiiuir  liy  11.  !I.  Coates,  n-Li.i  U-foro  Ami-ricaii  Philosopliical  Society.  De- 
eemlier  16.  iS^j;  a  lui'iiifiir  by  Gforf;e  ()r<l ;  alsii  a  tribute  to  his  memory  in  Dall's 
presick-iitial  a.lilress  ln'fori.'  the  Bio1iJnic:tl  S<ii;iety  of  Washington  in  January,  1888. 

"George  Oril,  Memoir  ot  Charlesi  .Uexaiider  Lesutur.  American  Journal  of 
Science,  VIII,  1849,  p.  JS9. 
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by  Peron '  and  Freycinet "  were  all  his.  He  was  calted  the  Raffaelle  of 
zoological  painters,  and  his  removal  to  America  in  1815  was  greatly 
deplored  by  European  naturalists.  He  traveled  for  "three  years  with 
Maclure,  exploring  the  West  Indies  and  the  eastern  United  States,  mak- 
ing a  magnificent  collection  of  drawings  of  fishes  and  invertebrates,  and 
in  1818  settled  in  Philadelphia,  where,  supporting  himself  by  giving 
drawing  lessons,  he  became  an  active  member  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences 
and  published  many  papers  in  its  Journal. 

No  one  ever  drew  such  exquisite  figures  of  fishes  as  Lesueur,  and  it  is 
greatly  to  be  regretted  that  he  never  completed  his  projected  work  upon 
North  American  Ichthyology.  He  issued  a  prospectus,  with  specimen 
plates,  of  a  Memoir  on  the  Medusae,  and  his  name  will  always  be 
associated  with  the  earliest  American  work  upon  marine  invertebrates 
and  invertebrate  paleontology,  because  it  was  to  him  that  Say  undoubt- 
edly owed  his  first  acquaintance  with  these  departments  of  zoology.  In 
1820,  while  at  Albany  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  and  Canadian 
Boundary  Commission,  he  gave  lessons  to  Eaton  and  identified  his  fossils, 
thus  laying  the  foundations  for  the  future  work  of  the  rising  school  of 
New  York  paleontologists. 

Twelve  years  of  his  life  were  wasted  at  New  Harmony,  and  in  1837, 
after  the  death  of  Say,  he  returned  to  France,  carrying  his  collections 
and  drawings  to  the  Natural  History  Museum  at  Havre,  of  which  he 
became  curator.  His  period  of  productiveness  was  limited  to  the  six 
years  of  his  residence  in  Philadelphia.  But  for  their  sacrifice  to  the 
socialistic  ideas  of  Owen,  vSay  and  Lesueur  would  doubtless  be  counted 
among  the  most  distinguished  of  our  naturalists,  and  the  course  of  Amer- 
ican zoological  research  would  have  been  entirely  different. 

The  Reverend  Daniel  H.  Barnes  [b.  1785,  d.  1828] ,  of  New  York,  a  grad- 
uate of  Union  College  and  a  Baptist  preacher,  was  one  of  Say's  earliest 
disciples,  and  from  1823  he  published  papers  on  conchology,  beginning 
with  an  elaborate  study  of  the  fresh-water  mussels.  This  group  was 
taken  up  in  1827  by  Doctor  Isaac  Lea,  and  discussed  from  year  to  year 
in  his  well-known  series  of  beautifully  illustrated  monographs. 

Mr.  Barnes  published,  also,  papers  on  the  Classification  of  the  Chi- 
tonidae,  on  Batrachian  Animals  and  doubtful  Reptiles,  and  on  Magnetic 
Polarity. 

The  officers  of  the  Navy  had  already  begun  their  contributions  to  natu- 
ral history  which  have  been  so  serviceable  in  later  years.  One  of  the 
earliest  contributions  by  Barnes  was  a  description  of  five  species  of  Chiton, 
collected  in  Peru  by  Captain  C.  S.  Ridgely  of  the  Constellation, 

In  this  period  (1828+)  was  begun  the  publication  of  Audubon's  folio 
volumes  of  illustrations  of  North  American  birds — a  most  extraordinary 

»  Voyage  des  Decouvertes  aux  Terres  Australes. 
"  Voyage  aux  Terres  .\iistrales,  Paris,  1807. 

NAT   MUS   97,  PT  2 29 


history  and  ,si>  ciilircly  iiiicoiniectwl  witli  tlint  <if  ]ui>jluiul  that,  although 
he  retiinit-il  In  his  nativL-  land  to  (hi.-,  wt-  may  fairly  claim  hitii  as  one  «l 
our  own  worlhit-s.  H;^  crossed  the  octaii  when  al>i»iit  tweiity-imi^  years 
of  age,  and  traveled  in  every  \y.iTt  of  the  United  States  and  in  (lie  Sand- 
wich Islands  stndyinj;  birds  and  plants.  Kroin  iSj:-  to  1.S2S  he  was 
cnratorand  lecturer  at  the  Harvard  ISotanical  Carden.  Ik-sides  minierons 
]ia[>crs  in  the  I'riKeedin^;s  of  the  I'liiladelphia  Academy,  he  pulilished  in 
Philadelphia,  in  iSiS,  his  C.enera  of  North  American  I'lants,  in  his 
Geological  Sketcli  of  tlie  W-iJley  of  the  Missis,sippi,  in  iS;i  ;  liis  journal 
of  Travels  into  the  Arkaiisas  Territory,  a  work  ahotuidin};  in  natural  his- 
tory observations;  in  i.S,-^2-iS34  his  Manual  of  tjie  Ornithology  of  the 
United  .States  and  Canada;  and  in  i.S43-i,-<4y  his  Xortli  American  S  viva, 
a  continuation  of  the  S\lva  of  Michanx,  Alxiut  1S50  he  retired  to  a 
rural  estate  in  Ivngland,  where  he  died  in  1S59, 

N'uttall  was  not  great  as  a  Ixitanist,  as  a  geologist,  or  as  a  /,i"K>logist, 
hut  wns  a  man  useful,  lieloved,  and  respected, 

Richard  Harlan,  M.  1>,  [h.  [7./..  d.  1H43],  who,  with  Mitchill.  .Say, 
Rafinesciue,  and  f'.osse,  was  one  of  the  earliest  of  our  lierjietologists.  and 
who  was  one  of  Audiihon's  chief  friends  and  supjH)rters,  published  in 


Gebard  T roost. 
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1825  the  first  installment  of  his  Fauna  Americana,  which  treated  exclu- 
sively of  mammals.  This  was  followed,  in  1826,  by  a  rival  work  on 
mammals  by  Godman.  Harlan's  book  was  a  compilation,  based  largely 
on  translations  of  portions  of  Desmarest*s  Mammalogie,  printed  three 
years  before  in  Paris.  It  was  so  severely  criticised  that  the  second  por- 
tion, which  was  to  have  been  devoted  to  reptiles,  was  never  published, 
and  its  author  turned  his  attention  to  medical  literature.  Godman's 
North  American  National  History,  or  Mastology,  contained  much  original 
matter,  and,  though  his  contemporaries  received  it  with  faint  praise,  it  is 
the  only  separate,  compact,  illustrated  treatise  on  the  mammals  of  North 
America  ever  published,  and  is  useful  to  the  present  day. 

John  D.  Godman  [b.  in  Annapolis,  Mar>'land,  December  20,  1794;  d.  in 
Germantown,  Pennsylvania,  April  17,  1830]  died  an  untimely  death,  but 
gave  promise  of  a  brilliant  and  useful  career  as  a  teacher  and  investigator. 
His  Rambles  of  a  Naturalist  is  one  of  the  best  series  of  essays  of  the 
Selborne  type  ever  produced  by  an  American,  and  his  American  Natural 
History  is  a  work  of  much  importance,  even  to  the  present  day,  embody- 
ing, as  it  does,  a  large  number  of  original  ol^servations. 

Michaux*s  Sylva  was,  as  we  have  seen,  continued  by  Nuttall.  Wil- 
son's American  Ornithology  was,  in  like  manner,  continued  by  Charles 
Lucien  Bonaparte  [b.  in  Paris,  Ma}-  24.  1803;  d.  in  Paris,  July  30,  1857], 
Prince  of  Canino,  and  nephew  of  Napoleon  I,  a  master  in  systematic 
zoology.  Bonaparte  came  to  the  United  States  about  the  year  1822 
and  returned  to  Italy  in  1828.*  His  contributions  to  zoological  sci- 
ence were  of  great  importance.  In  1827  he  published  in  Pisa  his  Specchio 
comparativo  delle  ornithologie  di  Roma  e  di  Filadelfia,  and  from  1825  to 
1833  his  American  Ornithology,  containing  descriptions  of  over  one 
hundred  species  of  birds  discovered  by  himself. 

The  publication  of  Torre}'' s  Flora  of  the  Middle  and  Northern  Sections 
of  the  United  States  was  an  event  of  importance,  as  was  also  Doctor 
W.  J.  Hooker's  essay  on  the  Botany  of  America,'  the  first  general  treat- 
ise upon  the  America  flora  or  fauna  by  a  master  abroad,  is  pretty  sure 
evidence  that  the  work  of  home  naturalists  was  Ixiginning  to  tell. 

So  also,  in  a  different  way,  was  the  appearance  in  1829  of  the  first  edi- 
tion of  Mrs.  Lincoln's  Familiar  Lectures  on  Botany,  a  work  which  did 
much  toward  swelling  the  army  of  amateur  lx)tanists. 

Important  work  was  also  in  progress  in  geology.  Haton  and  Beck 
were  carrying  on  the  Van  Rensselaer  survey  of  New  York,  and  in  1818 
the  former  published  his  Index  to  the  Geology  of  the  Northern  States. 
Professor  Denison  Olmsted,  of  the  University  of  North  Carolina,  was 
completing  the  official  survey  of  that  State — the  first  ever  authorized  by 
the  govennnent  of  a  State. 

Professor  Lardner  Vanuxem,  of  North  Carolina,    in   1828,  made  an 


'Dav-id  Brewster,  I^inburgh  Journal  of  Science,  II,  1S25,  p.  108. 


Th<;  natural-liLstory  survey  of  New  York  was  organized  hy  the  vState 
ill  1836,  and  James  Hall  and  Klieiit-i^tr  Kmmoiis  wert-  placed  upon  its 
staff. 

G.  W.  Featherstonliaugh  [h,  1780.  d.  1866]  was  conducting  I  1834—35) 
a  Government  expedition,  exploring  the  geology  of  the  elevated  coun- 
try between  the  Missouri  and  Red  rivers  and  the  Wisconsin  territories. 
He  bore  the  name  of  United  States  Geologist,  and  projected  a  geo- 
logical map  of  the  Unitetl  States,  which  now,  half  a  century  later,  is 
l)eing  completed  by  the  United  States  geologist  of  to-day.  Beside  his 
report  U]X)u  the  survey  just  referred  to.  Featherstonhaugh  ])rinted  a 
Geological  Recoiuiaissaiicc,  in  1835,  from  Green  Bay  to  Coteaii  des 
Prairies,  and  a  Canoe  Voyage  up  the  Miunay  Sotor.  m  London.  1847, 

■TheoiloreC.ill. 

'  Rcvitweii  ill  .\iiicricaii  Journal  *if  Science,  III,  1S21,  ]>.  47,  and  in  lilackwood's 
Miigiijiine,  XVI,  1S2J,  |>.  jari ;  XVII,  iSis,  p.  56. 

'.American  Merlii:.-il  Keconlcr,  VII.  1H34,  p.  223. 

*  Aniericnn  Journal  of  Science,  I V.  1S21.  p.  283. 

Mikni..  XXIV,  1.S33.  p.  .W- 

'Journal  of  tlie  American  Silk  Conijiany.  I.  May,  1839,  p.  179. 

'  I'roccciliaj-^  of  tlic  American  Association  for  tlie  Advancement  of  Science,  II, 
18491  P'  163. 
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In  1838  the  United  States  Exploring  Expedition  under  Wilkes  was 
sent  upon  its  voyage  of  circumnavigation,  having  upon  its  staff  a  young 
naturalist  named  Dana,  whose  studies  upon  the  crustaceans  and  radiates 
of  the  expedition  have  made  him  a  world-wide  reputation,  entirely  inde- 
pendent of  that  which  he  has  since  gained  as  a  mineralogist  and  geologist. 

It  is  customary  to  refer  to  the  Wilkes  expedition  as  having  been  sent 
out  entirely  in  the  interests  of  science.  As  a  matter  of  fact  it  was  organ- 
ized primarily  in  the  interests  of  the  whale  fishery  of  the  United  States. 

Dana,  before  his  departure  with  Wilkes,  had  published,  in  1837,  the 
first  edition  of  his  System  of  Mineralogy,  a  work  which,  in  its  subsequent 
editions,  has  become  the  standard  manual  of  the  world. 

The  pubUcation  of  LyelPs  Principles  of  Geology  at  the  beginning  of 
this  decade  (1830)  had  given  new  direction  to  the  thoughts  of  our  geolo- 
gists, and  they  were  all  hard  at  work  under  its  inspiration. 

With  1839  ended  the  second  of  our  thirty-year  periods — the  one  which 
I  have  chosen  to  speak  of  as  the  period  of  Silliman — not  so  much  because 
of  the  investigations  of  the  New  Haven  professor,  as  on  account  of  his 
influence  in  the  promotion  of  American  science  and  scientific  institutions. 

This  was  a  time  of  hard  work,  and  we  must  not  withhold  our  praise 
from  the  noble  little  company  of  pioneers  who  were  in  those  years  build- 
ing the  foundations  upon  which  the  scientific  institutions  of  to-day  are 
resting. 

The  difl&culties  and  drawbacks  of  scientific  research  at  this  time  have 
been  well  described  by  one  who  knew  them  :* 

The  profesvsetlly  scientific  institutions  of  our  country  issued  from  time  to  time, 
though  at  considerable  intervals,  volumes  of  Transactions  and  Proceedings  unques- 
tionably not  witliout  their  influence  in  keeping  alive  the  scarcely  kindled  flame, 
but  whose  contents,  as  might  l)e  expected,  were  for  the  most  part  rather  in  con- 
formity with  the  then  existing  standard  of  excellence  than  in  advance  of  it. 
Natural  History  in  the  United  States  was  the  mere  sorting  of  genera  and  species; 
the  highest  requisite  for  distinction  in  any  physical  science  was  the  knowledge 
of  what  European  students  had  attained;— astronomy  was  in  general  confined  to 
observations,  and  those  not  of  the  most  refined  character,  and  its  merely  descriptive 
departments  were  estimated  far  more  highly  than  the  study  of  its  laws.  Astro- 
nomical computation  had  hardly  risen  above  the  ciphering  out  of  eclipses  and  occul- 
tations.  Indeed,  I  risk  nothing  in  saying  that  Astronomy  had  lost  ground  in  Amer- 
ica since  those  Colonial  times  when  men  like  Rittenhouse  kept  up  a  constant 
scientific  communication  with  students  of  Astronomy  beyond  the  seas.  And  I 
believe  I  may  fiuther  say,  that  a  single  instance  of  a  man's  devoting  himself  to 
science  as  the  only  earthly  guide,  aim,  and  object  of  his  life,  while  unassured  of  a 
professor's  chair  or  some  analogous  appointment,  upon  which  he  might  depend  for 
subsistence,  was  utterly  unknown. 

Such  was  the  state  of  science  in  general.  In  Astronomy  the  expensive  appliances 
requisite  for  all  observations  of  the  higher  class  were  wanting,  and  there  was  not 
in  the  United  States,  with  the  exception  of  the  Hudson  Observatory,  to  which  Pro- 
fessor Loomis  devoted  such  hours  as  he  could  spare  from  his  duties  in  the  College, 


»B.  A.  Gould,  Address  in  Commemoration  of  Sears  Cook  Walker.     Proceedings  of 
the  American  Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Science,  VIII,  1854,  p.  25. 


iiieiit  anionic  which  were  the  ititrodiiction  uf  .steam  and  electricity,  aniii- 
hilatiug  space  and  relieving  mankind  from  a  great  burden  of  mechanical 
dnidgery.  It  was  the  beginning  of  the  "age  of  science,"  and  political 
as  well  as  social  and  industrial  changes  followed  in  rapid  snccession. 

In  Europe  the  great  work  l)egan  a  little  earlier.  Professor  Huxley, 
in  his  address  to  the  Royal  Society  in  1885,  took  for  a  fixed  point  his 
own  birthday  in  1825,  which  was  four  months  Ijefore  the  completion  of 
the  railway  l)etween  Stockton  and  Darhngton — ■' '  the  ancestral  represent- 
ative of  the  vast  reticulated  fetching  and  carrying  organism  which 
now  extends  its  meshes  over    the  civilized  world." 

Sincf  tht-ti,  [lie  rtiiiiirke.!,]  the  greater  part  »f  the  vast  IkhIv  of  knowledge  which 
cimslitiitfs  the  imxleru  sfitnces  of  pliysics,  chi-niiKtrv,  hiology.  and  Jieology  has 
been  iici|iiircil,  anil  Ihe  wiilest  (general i/ii lions  therefrom  have  liceii  iletiuced,  and, 
furtheriTiore,  lliu  iiiajorily  of  those  applications  of  scientific  kiniwle<lge  to  practical 
enils  wliicli  have  brought  aljont  tlie  nnwt  strikiiif;  ilifftrences  lietween  our  present 
civiliwition  and  thai  of  antiquity  have  lieen  in;i<le  witliin  that  jierioil  of  lime. 

It  is  within  the  past  half  century,  he  contiiiiiecl,  that  the  most  brilliant 
additions  liave  been  made  to  fact  and  theory  and  serviceable  hypothesis 
in  the  region  of  pure  science,  for  within  this  time  falls  the  establishment 

'  lieiijaiiiin  I'eirce,  Cambridge  Miscellany,  April,  1842,  p.  25. 
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on  a  safe  basis  of  the  greatest  of  all  the  generalizations  of  science,  the 
doctrines  of  the  Conservation  of  Energy  and  of  Evolution.  Within  this 
time  the  larger  moiety  of  our  knowledge  of  light,  heat,  electricity,  and 
magnetism  has  been  acquired.  Our  present  chemistry  has  been,  in  great 
part,  created,  while  the  whole  science  has  been  remodeled  from  founda- 
tion to  roof. 

It  may  be  natural  [continued  Professor  Huxley]  that  progress  should  appear  most 
striking  to  me  among  those  sciences  to  which  my  own  attention  has  been  directed, 
but  I  do  not  think  this  will  wholly  account  for  the  apparent  advance  "  by  leaps  and 
bounds'*  of  the  biological  sciences  within  my  recollection.  The  cell  theory  was  the 
latest  novelty  when  I  began  to  work  with  the  microscope,  and  I  have  watched  the 
building  of  the  whole  vast  fabric  of  histology.  I  can  say  almost  as  much  of 
embryology,  since  Von  Baer's  great  work  was  published  in  1828.  Our  knowledge 
of  the  morphology  of  the  lower  plants  and  animals  and  a  great  deal  of  that  of  the 
higher  forms  has  very  largely  been  obtained  in  my  time  ;  while  physiology  has  been 
put  upon  a  totally  new  foundation  and,  as  it  were,  reconstructed,  by  the  thorough 
application  of  the  experimental  method  to  the  study  of  the  phenomena  of  life,  and 
by  the  accurate  determination  of  the  purely  physical  and  chemical  components  of 
these  phenomena.  The  exact  nature  of  the  processes  of  sexual  and  nonsexual  repro- 
duction has  l^een  brought  to  light.  ()ur  knowledge  of  geographical  and  geological 
distribution  and  of  the  extinct  forms  of  life  has  been  increavsed  a  hundredfold.  As 
for  the  progress  of  geological  science,  what  more  need  be  said  than  that  the  first 
volume  of  Lyell's  Principles  ])ears  the  date  of  1830. 

It  can  not  be  expected  that,  within  the  limits  of  this  address,  I  should 
attempt  to  show  what  America  has  done  in  the  last  half  century.  I  am 
striving  to  trace  the  beginnings,  not  the  results,  of  scientific  work  on 
this  side  of  the  Atlantic.  I  will  simply  (luote  what  was  said  by  the 
London  Times  in  1876  : 

In  the  natural  distribution  of  subjects  the  history  of  enterprise,  discovery,  and 
conquest,  and  the  growth  of  republics  fell  to  America,  and  she  has  dealt  nobly  with 
them.  In  the  wider  and  more  multifarious  provinces  of  art  and  science  she  nuis 
neck  and  neck  with  the  mother  country  and  is  never  left  l)ehind. 

It  is  difficult  to  determine  exactly  the  \'ear  when  the  first  waves  of  this 
renaissance  reached  the  shores  of  America.  Sillinian,  in  his  Priestley 
address,  placed  the  date  at  1845.  I  should  rather  say  1840,  when  the 
first  national  scientific  association  was  organized,  although  signs  of 
awakening  may  Ije  detected  even  before  the  l)eginning  of  the  previous 
decade.  We  must,  however,  carefully  avoid  giving  too  nnich  prominence 
to  the  influence  of  individuals.  I  have  vSjx)ken  of  this  period  of  thirty 
years  as  the  period  of  Agassiz.  Agassiz,  however,  did  not  bring  the 
waves  with  him;  he  came  in  on  the  crest  of  one  of  them;  he  was  not  the 
founder  of  modern  American  natural  history,  but  as  a  public  teacher 
and  organizer  of  institutions,  he  exerted  a  most  important  influence  u]K)n 

its  growth. 

One  of  the  leading  events  of  the  decade  was  the  reorganization  of  the 
Coast  Survey  in  1844.  under  the  sage  administration  of  Alexander  Dallas 


ep<icli-iiiakitig  work,  and  hu  was  to  his  >;t;iienni<>n  almost  what  Darwin 
was  ti)  the  uiit  which  foUowed. 

Certain  successes  of  our  astronomers  and  physicists  liad  a  bearing  upon 
the  progress  of  American  science  in  all  its  deixirtnieiits  which  was,  per- 
haps, even  greater  than  their  actual  imjwrtance  would  seem  to  warrant. 
These  were  the  discovery,  hy  the  Hards  of  Cainhridge,  of  Bards  comet  in 
1S46.  of  the  satellite  HyiJerion  in  184,^,  of  the  third  ring  of  Saturn  in 
1S50,  the  discovery  liy  Herrick  and  Bradley,  in  1846,  of  the  hi-partitioii 
of  Belas  comet,  and  the  application  of  the  telegraph  to  longitude  deter- 
mination after  Locke  had  constructed  ( in  rS4S )  his  clock  for  the  regis- 
tration of  time  observation^  by  means  of  electro- mjignetism. 

It  is  almost  ludicrous  al  this  day  to  observe  the  grateful  sentiments 
with  which  our  men  of  science  welcomed  the  adoption  of  tliis  American 
melluxl  in  the  observatory  at  Greenwich.  Americans  were  still  writhing 
under  the  .sting  of  Sidney  Smith's  demand.  Wlio  reads  an  American 
book?  and  the  narrations  of  those  critical  observers  of  national  cus- 
toms. Dickens,  Basil  Hall,  and  Mrs.  Tnillojie.      The  continental  approval 
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of  American  science  was  like  balsam  to  the  sensitive  spirits  of  our  coun- 
trymen. 

John  William  Draper's  versatile  and  original  researches  in  physics 
were  also  3rielding  weighty  results,  and  as  early  as  1847  he  had  already 
laid  the  foundations  of  the  science  of  spectroscopy,  which  Kirchhoff  so 
boldly  appropriated  many  years  later. 

Most  important  of  all,  by  reason  of  its  breadth  of  scope,  was  the  foun- 
dation of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  which  was  organized  in  1846  by 
the  election  of  Joseph  Henry  to  its  secretaryship.  Who  can  attempt  to 
say  what  the  conditions  of  science  in  the  United  States  would  be  to-day 
but  for  the  bequest  of  Smithson?  In  the  words  of  John  Qiiincy  Adams 
**Of  all  the  foundations  or  establishments  for  pious  or  charitable  uses 
which  ever  signalized  the  spirit  of  the  age  or  the  comprehensive  benefi- 
cence of  the  founder,  none  can  be  named  more  deserving  the  approba- 
tion of  mankind.  *  * 

Among  the  leaders  of  this  new  enterprise  and  of  the  scientific  activities 
of  the  day  may  be  named  Silliman,  Hare,  Henry,  Bache,  Maury,  Alex- 
ander, Locke,  Mitchel,  Peirce,  Walker,  Draper,  Dana,  Wynian,  Agassiz, 
Gray,  Torrey,  Haldeman,  Morton,  Holbrook,  Gibl^s,  Gould,  DeKay, 
Storer,  Hitchcock,  Redfield,  the  brothers  Rogers,  Jackson,  Hays,  and 
Owen. 

Among  the  rising  men  were  Baird,  Adams  the  conchologist,  Burnett, 
Harris  the  entomologist,  and  the  LeConte  brothers  among  zoologists; 
Lapham,  D.  C.  Eaton,  and  Grant,  among  botanists;  Sterry  Hunt,  Brush, 
J.  D.  Whitney,  Wolcott  Gibbs,  and  Lesley,  among  chemists  and  geolo- 
gists, as  well  as  Schiel,  of  St.  Louis,  who  had  before  1842  discovered  the 
principle  of  chemical  homology. 

I  have  not  time  to  say  what  ought  to  l)e  vSaid  of  the  coming  of  Agassiz 
in  1846.  He  lives  in  the  hearts  of  his  adopted  countr>'men.  He  has  a 
colossal  monument  in  the  museum  which  he  reared,  and  a  still  greater  one 
in  the  lives  and  works  of  pupils  such  as  Agassiz,  Allen,  Burgess,  Burnett, 
Brooks,  Clarke,  Cooke,  Faxon,  Fewkes,  Gorman,  Hartt,  Hyatt,  Joseph 
LeConte,  Lyman,  McCrady,  Morse,  Mills,  Niles,  Packard,  Putnam, 
Scudder,  St.  John,  Shaler,  Verrill,  Wilder,  and  David  A.  Wells. 

XVII. 

They  were  glorious  men  who  represented  American  science  at  the 
middle  of  the  century.  We  may  well  wonder  whether  the  present  decade 
will  make  as  good  a  showing  forty  years  hence. 

The  next  decade  was  its  continuation.  The  old  leaders  were  nearly 
all  active,  and  to  their  ranks  were  added  many  more. 

An  army  of  new  men  was  rising  up. 

It  was  a  period  of  great  explorations,  for  the  frontier  of  the  United 
States  was  sweeping  westward,  and  there  was  need  of  a  better  knowledge 
of  the  public  domain. 


pen,  were  the  first  exhaustive  treatises  upon  the  niaiumalogy  and  oml- 
tholojiy  of  the  United  States. 

Tile  American  Assiiciatioti  was  dointf  a  great  work  in  popular  educa- 
tion tlirougli  its  system  of  meeting  each  year  in  a  different  city.  In  1850 
it  met  in  Charleston,  and  its  entire  expenses  were  paid  by  the  city 
corporation  as, a  valid  mark  of  public  approval,  while  the  foundation  of 
the  Charleston  Museinn  of  Natural  History  was  one  of  the  direct  results 
of  the  meeting. 

In  1S57  it  met  in  Montreal,  and  delegates  from  the  English  scientific 
societies  were  present.  This  was  one  of  the  earliest  of  those  manifesta- 
tions of  international  courtesy  U[X)n  scientific  ground  of  which  there  have 

In  the  seventh  decade,  which  l>egan  with  thrcatenings  of  civil  war,  the 
growth  of  science  was  almost  arrested.  A  meeting  of  the  American  Asso- 
ciation was  to  have  been  held  in  Nashville  in  1861,  bnt  none  was  called. 
In  1S66.  at  Buffalo,  its  .ses.sions  were  resumed  with  the  old  board  of  offi- 
cers electe<l  in  i860.  One  of  the  vice-presidents,  Gibbes,  of  South  Caro- 
lina, had  not  been  heard  from  since  the  war  Itcgan,  and  the  Southern 
members  were  all  absent  Many  of  the  Xorthern  members  wrote  explain- 
ing that  they  could  not  attend  this  meeting  because  they  could  not  afford 
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it,  "such  had  been  the  increase  of  living  expenses,  without  a  correspond- 
ing increase  in  the  salaries  of  men  of  science.'*  Few  scientists  were 
engaged  in  the  war,  though  one,  O.  M.  Mitchel,  who  left  the  director- 
ship of  the  Dudley  Observatory  to  accept  the  command  of  an  Ohio  brigade, 
died  in  service  in  1862,  and  another,  Couthouy,  sacrificed  his  life  in  the 
Navy.  Others,  like  Ordway,  left  the  ranks  of  science  never  to  resume 
their  places  as  investigators. 

Scientific  effort  was  paralyzed,  and  attention  was  directed  to  other  mat- 
ters. In  1864,  when  the  Smithsonian  building  was  burned,  Lincoln,  it 
is  said,  looking  at  the  flames  from  the  windows  of  the  Executive  Man- 
sion, remarked  to  some  military  officers  who  were  present:  ' '  Gentlemen, 
yonder  is  a  national  calamity.  We  have  no  time  to  think  about  it  now; 
we  must  attend  to  other  things.  * ' 

The  only  important  events  during  the  war  were  two;  one  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  National  Academy  of  Sciences,  which  soon  ]>ecame  what  Bache 
had  remarked  the  necessity  for  in  1851,  when  he  said:  An  institution  of 
science,  supplementary  to  existing  ones,  is  much  needed  in  our  country  to 
guide  public  action  in  reference  to  scientific  matters.' 

The  other  was  the  passage,  in  1862,  of  the  bill  for  the  establishment 
of  scientific  educational  institutions  in  ever>'  State.  The  agricultural 
colleges  were  then,  as  they  still  are,  unpopular  among  many  scientific 
men,  but  the  wisdom  of  the  measure  is  apparently  before  long  to  be 
justified. 

Before  the  end  of  the  decade  the  Northern  States''  had  begun  a  career 
of  renewed  prosjxirity,  and  the  vscientific  institutions  were  reorganized. 
The  leading  spirits  were  such  men  as  Pierce,  Henry,  Agassiz,  Gray,  Bar- 
nard, the  Goulds,  Newlxirr>',  Lea,  Whittlesey,  Foster,  Rood,  Cooke, 
Newcomb,  Newton,  Wynian,  Winchell. 

Among  the  rising  men,  some  of  them  very  prominent  before  1870,  were 
Barker,  Bolton,  Chandler,  Kgleston,  Hall,  Harkness,  Langley,  Mayer, 
Pickering,  Young,  Powell,  Pumpelly,  Abbe,  Collett,  Emerson,  Hartt, 
Lupton,  Marsh,  Whitfield,  Williams,  N.  H.  Winchell,  Agassiz,  the  Aliens, 
Beale,  Cope,  Cones,  Canby,  Dall,  Hoy,  Hyatt,  Morse,  Orton,  Perkins,  Rey, 
Riley,  Scudder,  Sidney  Smith,  Stems,  Tuttle,  Verrill,  Wood. 

Soon  after  the  war  the  sur\'eys  of  the  West,  which  have  coalesced  to 
form  the  United  States  Geological  Survey,  were  forming  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Clarence  King,  Lieutenant  Wheeler,  F.  V.  Hayden,  and  Major 
Powell. 

The  discovery  of  the  nature  of  the  corona  of  the  sun  by  Young  and 
Harkness  in  1869  was  an  event  encouraging  to  the  rising  spirits  of  our 
workers. 


*  Proceedings  of  the  American  Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Science,  VI, 
p.  xlviii. 

^See  Andrew  D.  White's  Scientific  and  Industrial  Education  in  the  United  States. 
Populai  Science  Monthly,  V,  1874,  p.  170. 


ot  tne  umteii  btaies  in  exu-miiiiR  tne  rxmimanes  ni  .sciemitic  knowledge,  especially 
iti  Uit  physical  ami  ciit-iiikal  ikp:irlmiiils,  liavi- liti'ii  set  fi)rtli.  "We  must  ackiiowl- 
e<lge  with  shauic  our  infcriorilv  lo  utlier  poopli-. "  .-.liys  iiiif.  "  Wt  have  done  nothing," 
says  another.  .     .      Hut  we  iiui>t   not  fiir)^cl  that  many  of   these  humiliating 

accusations  arc  made  hy  persons  hIui  :mc  u.it  of  iiiithorily  in  the  matter;  who, 
localise  they  lire  i),'iioriiiit  of  \iIl;ii  lla^  been  cir)iie,  think  that  nothing  has  been  done. 
They  mistake  what  is  nunlya  lilank  in  their  own  information  forablank  in  reality. 
In  their  iilacrily  to  ilepreoiali'  Iho  merit  of  their  own  country  they  would  have  us 
e<mfes»  that,  for  Iht  la-.l  century,  we  liave  been  living  on  the  reputation  of  Franklin 
and  his  thunder  r<»l. 

These  are  llie  words  t.f  otic- wlm,  liiinsc'lf  an  I-iiiRlishiiiau  bj- birth, 
cotild,  with  c-xcelleiit  Jiracu*,  iipliraid  imr  cnntitryiin.-ii  for  their  lack  of 
patriotism. 

The  early  Aiiiericati  iiattiralists  have  tM.'eii  reproached  for  devoting 
their  time  to  explorations  and  de^crijjtive  natural  history,  and  their  work 
depreciatetl,  as  being  of  a  character  bc-iieath  the  dignity  of  the  biologists 
of  to-day. 

Tlie  zoological  science  of  the  country,  [saiil  the  iiresiilent  of  the  Natural  His- 
tory section  of  the  American  Association  a  few  years  since],  presents  itself  in  two 
distinct  jieriods  :  The  first  jieriiMl  may  lie  reeojjni^^eii  as  eniliraciny;  the  lowest  Stages 

'North  American  Review,  January,  1S76,  p]i,   [<ij,  [07. 
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of  the  science ;  it  included,  among  others,  a  class  of  men  who  busied  themselves  in 
taking  an  inventory  of  the  animals  of  the  country,  an  important  and  necessary 
work  to  be  compared  to  that  of  the  hewers  and  diggers  who  first  settle  a  new 
country,  but  in  their  work  demanded  no  deep  knowledge  or  breadth  of  view. 

It  is  quite  unnecessary  to  defend  systematic  zoology  from  such  slurs  as 
this,  nor  do  I  believe  that  the  writer  quoted  would  really  defend  the  ideas 
which  his  words  seem  to  convey,  although,  as  Professor  Judd  has  regret- 
fully confessed  in  his  recent  address  before  the  Zoological  Society  of 
London,  systematic  zoologists  and  botanists  have  become  somewhat  rare 
and  out  of  fashion  in  Burope  in  modem  times. 

The  best  vindication  of  the  wisdom  of  our  early  writers  will  be,  I  think, 
the  presentation  of  a  counter  quotation  from  another  presidential  address, 
that  of  the  venerable  Doctor  Bentham  before  the  Linnsean  Society  of 
London,  in  1867: 

It  is  scarcely  half  a  centurj'  [wrote  Bentham],  since  our  .American  brethren 
applied  themselves  in  earnest  to  the  investigation  of  the  natural  productions  and 
physical  condition  of  their  vast  continent,  their  progress,  especially  during  the 
latter  half  of  that  period,  had  been  very  rapid  until  the  outbreak  of  the  recent  war, 
so  deplorable  in  its  effects  in  the  interests  of  science  as  well  as  on  the  material  pros- 
perity of  their  country'.  The  peculiar  condition  of  the  North  American  Continent 
requires  imperatively  that  its  physical  and  biological  statistics  should  be  accurately 
collected  and  authentically  recorded,  and  that  this  should  be  speedily  done.  It  is 
more  than  any  country,  except  our  Australian  colonies,  in  a  state  of  transition.  Vast 
tracts  of  land  are  still  in  what  may  l)e  called  almost  a  primitive  state,  unmodified 
by  the  effects  of  civilization,  uninhabited,  or  tenanted  only  by  the  remnants  of 
ancient  tribes,  whose  unsettled  life  never  exercised  much  influence  over  the  natural 
productions  of  the  country.  Hut  this  state  of  things  is  rapidly  passing  away;  the 
invasion  and  steady  progress  of  a  civilized  |>()pulati(>n,  whilst  changing  generally 
the  face  of  nature,  is  obliterating  many  of  the  evidences  of  a  former  state  of  things. 
It  may  be  true  that  the  call  for  recording  the  traces  of  previous  conditions  may  be 
particularly  strong  in  Ethnology  and  Archieologj-;  but  in  our  own  branches  of  the 
science,  the  observations  and  consequent  theories  of  Darwin  having  called  special 
attention  to  the  history  of  species,  it  becomes  particularly  important  that  accurate 
biological  statistics  should  be  obtained  for  future  comparison  in  those  countries 
where  the  circumstances  influencing  those  conditions  are  the  most  rapidly  changing. 
The  larger  races  of  wild  animals  are  dwindling  down,  like  the  aboriginal  inhabit- 
ants, under  the  deadly  influence  of  civilized  man.  Myriads  of  the  lower  orders  of 
animal  life,  as  well  as  of  plants,  disappear  with  the  destruction  of  forests,  the  drain- 
age of  swamps,  and  the  gradual  spread  of  cultivation,  and  their  places  are  occupied 
by  foreign' invaders.  Other  races,  no  doubt,  without  actually  disappearing,  undergo 
a  gradual  change  under  the  new  order  of  things,  which,  if  perceptible  only  in  the 
course  of  successive  generations,  require  so  much  the  more  for  future  proof  an  accu- 
rate record  of  their  state  in  the  still  unsettled  condition  of  the  country.  In  the  Old 
World  almost  every  attempt  to  compare  the  present  state  of  vegetation  or  animal 
life  with  that  which  existed  in  uncivilized  times  is  in  a  g^eat  measure  frustrated  by 
the  absolute  want  of  evidence  as  to  that  former  state;  but  in  North  America Hhe 
change  is  going  forward  as  it  were  close  under  the  eye  of  the  observer.  This  con- 
sideration may  one  day  g^ve  gfreat  value  to  the  reports  of  the  naturalist  sent  by  the 
Government,  as  we  have  seen,  at  the  instigation  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  and 
oth^r  promoters  of  science,  to  accompany  the  surveys  of  new  territories. 
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battle  of  science  against  the  unknown.  They  have  had  abundant  rec- 
ognition from  their  fellow-workers  in  the  Old  World.  They  have  met 
perhaps  a  more  intelligent  appreciation  abroad  than  at  home.  It  is  the 
absence  of  home  appreciation  that  causes  us  very  much  foreboding  in 
the  future. 

In  Baston  or  Cambridge,  in  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Wash- 
ington, Chicago,  or  San  Francisco,  and  in  most  of  the  college  towns,  a 
man  interested  in  science  may  find  others  ready  to  talk  over  with  him  a 
new  scientific  book  or  a  discovery  which  has  excited  his  interest.  Else- 
where the  chances  are  he  will  have  to  keep  his  thoughts  to  himself. 
One  may  quickly  recite  the  names  of  the  tow^ns  and  cities  in  which  may 
be  found  ten  or  more  people  whose  knowledge  of  any  science  is  aught 
than  vague  and  rudimentary.  Let  me  illustrate  my  idea  by  supposing 
that  every  inhabitant  of  the  United  States  over  fifteen  years  of  age 
should  be  required  to  mention  ten  living  men  eminent  in  scientific  work, 
would  one  out  of  a  hundred  Ix?  able  to  rej^pond  ?  Does  anyone  suppose 
that  there  are  three  or  four  hundred  thousand  people  enlightened  to 
this  degree? 

Let  us  look  at  some  statistics,  or  rather  some  facts,  which  it  is  con- 
venient to  arrange  in  statistical  form.  The  total  nunil^er  of  white  inhab- 
itants of  the  United  States  in  1880  was  a]x)ut  42,ooo,ooc^.  The  total 
number  of  naturalists,  as  shown  in  the  Naturalist's  Directory  for  1886, 
was  a  little  over  4,600.  This  list  includes  not  only  the  investigators, 
who  probably  do  not  exceed  500  in  numlx?r,  and  the  advance<l  teachers, 
who  nuister  j)erhaps  1,00.:)  strong,  but  all  who  arc  sufficiently  interested 
in  science  to  have  selected  special  lines  of  study. 

Wc  have,  then,  i  jxTson  interested  in  science  to  about  10,000  inhab- 
itants. But  the  leaven  of  science  is  not  evenly  distributed  through  the 
national  loaf.  It  is  the  tendency  of  scientific  men  to  congregate  together. 
In  Washington,  for  instance,  there  is  i  scientific  man  to  every  500  inhab- 
itants; in  Cambridge,  i  to  830;  and  in  New  Haven,  i  to  1,100.  In  New 
Orleans  the  proix)rtion  is  i  to  8,800;  in  Jersey  City,  i  to  24,ooc^;  in  New 
York,  I  to  7,000;  and  in  Brooklyn,  i  to  8,500.  I  havel)efore  me  the  pro- 
portions worked  out  for  the  seventy- five  principal  cities  of  the  United 
States.  The  .showing  is  suggestive,  though  no  doubt  in  .some  instances 
misleading.  The  tendency  to  gregariou.sness  on  the  part  of  .scientific 
men  may  perhaps  be  further  illustrated  by  a  reference  to  certain  .socie- 
ties. The  membership  of  the  National  Academy  of  Sciences  is  almast 
entirely  concentrated  about  Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Washing- 
ton, and  New  Haven.  Missouri  has  one  meml)er,  Illinois  one,  Ohio  one, 
Maryland,  New  Jensey,  and  Rhode  Island  three,  and  California  four, 
while  thirty- two  States  and  Territories  are  not  represented.  A  precisely 
vsimilar  distribution  of  members  is  found  in  the  American  Societv  of  Nat- 
uralists.  A  majorit}'  of  the  meml^ers  of  the  American  A.s.sociation  for 
the  Advancement  of  Science  live  in  New  York,  Massachusetts,  Penn.syl- 


1)eeii  said.  This  iiiudi.  liowevtT.  is  probably  true,  that  not  one  of  them 
has  a  scientific  scxriety,  a  intiseuiii.  a  school  of  science,  or  a  sufficient 
nnnil)er  of  scientific  men  to  insnre  even  the  occasional  delivery  of  a 
coarse  of  scientific  lectures. 

Studying  the  distrihulion  of  scientific  societies,  we  find  that  there  are 
fourteen  States  and  Territories  in  which  there  are  no  scientific  societies 
whatever.  There  are  fourteen  States  which  have  State  academies  of 
science  or  .stxrieties  which  are  si)  or>;aniiced  as  to  be  equivalent  to  State 
academies. 

Perhaps  the  most  discourat,'ini;  feature  of  all  is  the  diminutive  circula- 
tion of  scientific  periodical.s.  In  ad<lition  to  a  certain  numljer  of  special- 
ists' journals,  we  have  in  the  t'nited  States  three  which  are  wide  enough 
in  scope  to  l>e  necessary  to  all  who  attempt  to  keep  an  abstract  of  the 
progress  of  science.  Of  these  the  American  Journal  of  Science  has,  we 
are  told,  a  circulation  of  less  than  ^.^-o:  the  American  Naturalist  less 
than  i,ioo,  and  Science  less  than  6,000.  A  considerable  proportiou  of 
the  copies  printed  so,  as  a  matter  of  course,  to  public  institutions,  ajd 
not  to  individuals.  Kven  the  Popular  Science  Monthly  and  the  Scien- 
tific American,  which  apiK'al  to  large  classes  of  luiscientific  readers,  hax'e 
circulations  absurdly  small. 
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The  most  effective  agents  for  the  dissemination  of  scientific  intelligence 
are  probably  the  religious  journals,  aided  to  some  extent  by  the  agri- 
cultural journals  and  to  a  very  limited  degree  by  the  weekly  and  daily 
newspapers.  It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  several  influential  journals, 
which  ten  or  fifteen  years  ago  gave  attention  to  the  publication  of  trust- 
worthy scientific  intelligence,  have  of  late  almost  entirely  abandoned  the 
effort.  The  allusions  to  science  in  the  majority  of  our  newspapers  are 
sing^ilarly  inaccurate  and  unscholarly,  and  too  often  science  is  referred 
to  only  when  some  of  its  achievements  offer  opportunity  for  witticism. 

The  statements  which  I  have  just  made  may,  as  I  have  said,  prove  in 
some  instances  erroneous  and  to  some  extent  misleading,  but  I  think  the 
general  tendency  of  a  careful  study  of  the  distribution  of  scientific  men 
and  institutions  is  to  show  that  the  people  of  the  United  States,  except 
in  so  far  as  they  sanction  by  their  approval  the  work  of  the  scientific 
departments  of  the  Oovenmient  and  the  institutions  established  by  pri- 
vate munificence,  have  little  reason  to  l)e  proud  of  the  national  attitude 
toward  science. 

I  am,  however,  by  no  means  despondent  for  the  future.  The  impor- 
tance of  scientific  work  is  thoroughly  appreciated,  and  it  is  well  under- 
stood that  many  important  public  duties  can  be  i)erfomied  properly  only 
by  trained  men  of  science.  The  claims  of  science  to  a  prominent  place 
in  ever>'  educational  plan  are  every  year  more  fully  conceded.  Science  is 
permeating  the  theory  and  the  practice  of  every  art  and  every  industry,  as 
well  as  every  department  of  learning.  The  greatest  danger  to  science  is 
perhai)s  the  fact  thiit  all  who  have  studied  at  all  within  the  last  quarter 
of  a  century  have*  studied  its  rudiments  and  feel  c<)nii)etent  to  employ  its 
methods  and  its  language  and  to  form  judgments  on  the  merits  of  current 
work. 

In  the  meantime  the  professional  men  of  science,  the  scholars,  and  the 
investigators  seem  to  me  to  be  strangely  indifferent  to  the  questions  as  to 
how  the  public  nt  large  is  to  be  made  familiar  with  the  results  of  their 
lal)ors.  It  may  l)e  that  the  tendency  to  specialization  is  destined  to  deprive 
the  sciences  of  their  former  hold  \\\io\\  popular  interest,  and  that  the  study 
of  z(X)logy,  Ixjtany  and  geology,  mineralogy  and  chemistry,  will  become 
so  technical,  that  each  will  re<iuire  the  exclusive  attention  of  its  votaries 
for  a  period  of  years.  It  may  l)e  that  we  are  to  have  no  more  zoologists 
such  as  Agassiz  and  Baird,  no  more  lx)tanists  such  as  Gray,  and  that  the 
jdace  which  such  men  filled  in  the  community  will  be  supplied  by  com- 
binations of  a  numlx*r  of  sj^ecialists,  each  of  whom  knows,  with  more 
minuteness,  limited  jxirtions  of  the  subjects  grasjK*d  bodily  by  the  masters 
of  the  last  generation.  It  may  \y^  that  the  use  of  the  word  naturalist  is 
to  l)ecome  an  anachronism,  and  that  we  are  all  destined  to  l)ecome  gen- 
erically  biologists,  and  specifically  morphologists,  histolog^sts,  embry- 
ologists,  physiologists,  or  it  may  Ix,*  cetologists,  chiropterologists,  oologists, 
carcinologists,  ophiologists,  helminthologists,  actinologists,  coleopterists, 
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"  Promote,  then,  as  an  object  of  primary  importance,  institutions  for 
the  general  diffusion  of  knowledge.  In  proportion  as  the  structure  of  a 
government  gives  force  to  public  opinions  it  should  be  enlightened," 
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In  telling  the  story  of  the  American  Association,  it  is  generally  said 
that  it  was  a  direct  continuation  of  the  old  Association  of  American 
Geologists  and  Naturalists."  In  a  certain  sense  this  is  true.  At  its 
meeting  in  New  York  in  1847,  the  Association  of  Geologists  and  Natu- 
ralists voted  to  enlarge  its  scope,  and  to  change  its  name  to  The 
American  Association  for  the  Promotion  of  Science,  and  elected  an 
officer  to  preside  at  the  meeting  of  the  new  society  in  the  following  year. 
In  September,  1847,  the  new  association  held  its  first  meeting,  and  Profes- 
sor William  B.  Rogers,  the  chairman  of  the  last  meeting  of  the  old  associa- 
tion, presided  during  the  proceedings,  and,  after  the  adoption  of  a  constitu- 
tion, intnxluced  his  successor,  William  C  Redfield,  president-elect.  Thus 
was  the  American  Association  born  on  the  26th  of  September,  1848,  in 
Philadelphia.  Its  subsequent  history  is  accessible  to  all,  and  the  thirty- 
nine  stout  volumes  which  contain  the  records  of  its  annual  proceedings 
are  permanent  monuments  to  the  wisdom  of  the  founders. 

All  the  circumstances  of  its  origin,  the  causes  of  its  founding,  and  the, 
influences  which  shaped  its  development  have  not  as  yet  been  exhaus- 
tively studied,  and  it  is  not  impossible  that  valuable  suggestions  may  be 
derived  from  a  consideration  of  the  other  societies  which  were  organized 
in  the  United  States  during  the  first  half  of  the  century. 

Most  powerful  and  important  of  all  of  these  was  the  National  Institu- 
tion for  the  Promotion  of  Science,  established  in  Washington  only  three 
weeks  after  the  Association  of  Geologists  held  its  first  session  in  Phila- 
delphia— the  two  societies  having  been  essentially  contemporaneous  in 

*  A  paper  presente<l  at  the  meeting  of  the  American  Association  for  the  Advance- 
ment of  Science,  held  in  Washington  on  August  19-25,  1891,  and  reprinted  from  its 
Proceedings,  volume  40,  page  39. 

'This  was  organized  in  1840,  under  the  name  of  the  Association  of  American 
Geologists. 
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a  change  of  policy  l^gaii  to  take  place.  It  is  uvidttit  to  \vliomsoever  may 
study  the  records  that  the  Aiiiericaii  Association  of  Geologists  was  the 
legitimate  successor  of  tlie  American  Geological  Society,  more  closelj' 
akin  to  it  (though  sei>arated  by  a  period  of  fourteen  years  of  lifelessness) 
than  to  its  administrative  offspring,  the  American  Association.  The 
Geological  Societ\'  of  America,  separated  from  it  b>'  a  gap  of  over  forty 
years,  is  also  more  closely  akin  to  it  than  was  its  outgrowth,  the  American 
Association. 

The  Association  of  Geologists  was  onh'  one  of  the  ]iarents  of  the  Ameri- 
can .Association.  For  the  other  we  must  lixik  to  the  National  Institution; 
and  since  the  achievements  of  tins  organization  have  hitherto  received 
but  slight  consideration  it  seems  appropriate  on  this  occasion  to  call  atten- 
tion to  the  principal  facts  in  its  history. 

This  society  was  from  its  start  extremely  comprehensive  m  its  scope — 
even  more  so,  it  may  l)e,  than  the  American  Association  for  the  Advance- 
ment of  Science  lias  lieen  at  any  period  in  its  existence.  Although  its 
meetings,  like  tho^e  of  the  already  venerable  sister  societies  of  similar  pur- 
pose, the  American  I'liilosopliical  Society  and  the  .\merican  Academy 
of  Arts  and  Sciences,  were  always  held  in  one  city,  its  scope  was  essen- 
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MATHHMATICS    AND   GKODHKY. 

Prof.  Charles  Gill,  of  New  York.  On  the  Improvement  of  the  Math- 
ematical Scienees,  and  tile  Cotise(|iieiit  A<lvaiicemciit  of  the  Natural 
Sciences. 

Capt.  William  Henry  Swift.  XT. S, A.  On  the  Measurement  of  Base 
Lilies. 

ASTKUNOMV. 

Prof.  John  Wilhani  Draper,  of  the  I'liiversity  of  New  York.  On  the 
Physical  Constitution  of  the  Kays  of  the  Sun. 

Prof.  Elias  Looniis.  of  \Vesterii  kt-serve  College,  Ohio.  On  the  Great 
Comet  of  1^4,-?. 

Prof.  Richard  Sears  McCulloh,  of  Baltimore  On  the  Attraction  of  a 
Planet  uixin  a  Material  Point  in  Space. 

Prof.  William  Au^ustns  Norton,  of  Pela ware  College,  Newark,  Dela- 
ware.    On  the  Nebular  Hyjiothesis. 

Rev.  Prof.  James  Curley,  of  Georgetown  College.  Washington.  D.  C. 
Description  of  a  Meridian  Circle  for  the  Observatory  of  Georgetown 
College,  District  of  Cohinihia. 
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tially  national,  and  at  the  time  of  its  greatest  prosperity  it  had  nearly 
1, 600  names  upon  its  membership  roll. 

Its  most  peculiar  feature  was  the  circumstance  that  its  active  sup- 
porters were  men  of  high  official  rank  in  the  National  Government,  who 
attended  its  meetings,  occupied  the  chair,  and  delivered  addresses  and 
communications.  It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  this  association  of 
public  men  with  scientific  organizations  has  not  been  continued  in  the 
last  half  of  the  present  century  in  the  same  way  that  it  was  in  the  first 
seventy-five  years  of  our  national  existence.  The  agency  of  John 
Adams  in  founding  The  American  Academy,  the  labors  of  Franklin, 
Jefferson,  Washington,  Gallatin,  Madison,  John  Quincy  Adams  in  con- 
nection with  the  American  Philosophical  Society  are  well  known  to  all. 
In  the  closing  years  of  the  last  century,  when  the  national  seat  of  Gov- 
ernment was  in  Philadelphia,  the  meetings  of  the  American  Philosoph- 
ical Society  were  attended  and  largely  kept  up  by  high  officials  of  the 
Government. 

When  Washington  became  the  National  Capital  attempts  were  made 
from  time  to  time  to  supply  the  want  of  scientific  organizations,  and 
from  1808  when  a  meeting  of  the  United  States  Military  Philosophical 
Society — the  first  national  scientific  society  with  a  peripatetic  vSystem  of 
meetings — was  held  in  Washington  City  there  appears  to  have  been 
always  a  place  of  assemblage  for  men  of  scientific  tastes  at  the  National 
Capital,  where  cultivators  of  the  sciences  met  together  for  conference 
and  discussion. 

Somewhere  between  1810  and  18 15  an  organization  known  as  the 
Metropolitan  Society  was  in  existence  in  Washington.  This  in  18 16 
became  the  Columbian  Institute  for  the  Promotion  of  Arts  and  Sciences, 
of  which  John  Quincy  Adams,  Sanuiel  L.  Southard,  Daniel  Webster, 
Henry  Clay,  John  C.  Calhoun,  lul ward  Everett,  and  many  other  public 
men  were  sup|X)rters,  and  whose  meetings  were  held  in  a  room  in  the 
Capitol.  The  Columbian  Institute,  dormant  after  1825,  in  1840  passed 
into  the  National  Institution  for  the  Promotion  of  Science. 

The  National  Institution  in  April,  1844,  instituted  in  Washington  the 
first  national  congress  of  scientific  men — the  first  cosmopolitan  assem- 
blage of  the  kind  which  in  any  respect  foreshadowed  the  great  con- 
gresses of  the  American  Association  in  later  years.  This  gathering 
was  upon  the  occasion  of  the  first  annual  or  general  meeting  of  the 
institution,  and  to  it  were  invited  the  meml)ers  of  the  American  Philo- 
sophical Society,  as  the  oldest  scientific  institution  in  the  country;  the 
members  of  the  American  Association  of  Naturalists  and  (kM)logists, 
and  the  members  of  all  other  scientific  and  learned  S(x4eties  in  the 
United  States,  and  all  others  engaged  and  concerned  in  the  increase  and 
diflFusion  of  knowledge  among  men. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  describe  at  length  the  proceedings  upon  this 
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Prof.  George  Tucker  of  the  University  of  Virginia.  On  the  Dangers 
most  to  be  Guarded  Against  in  the  Future  Progress  of  the  United  States. 

Franci.'i  Joseph  Grund  of  Philadelphia.  On  the  Mo<lerii  Historical 
Schools  of  France  and  Germany,  and  the  Philosophy  of  History. 

Prof.  Walter  Rogers  Johnson  of  Philadelphia.  On  the  Scientific  Char- 
acter and  Researches  of  the  late  James  Smithsoii. 

Hon.  Alexander  Hill  Everett  of  Massachusetts.  On  the  Moral  Ten- 
dency of  the  Science  and  Learning  of  the  Past  and  Present  Centuries. 

Francis  Liel>er,  LL.  D. ,  of  South  Carolina.  Remarks  on  Public 
lu.stitutious. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Association  of  American  Geologists,  held  in 
Washington  in  the  following  month,  out  of  thirty-one  formal  papers  read, 
while  twenty-five  were  mostly  geological  or  paleontolugical ,  four  related 
to  zoologj-  and  two  to  chemistry  or  physics. 

It  was  doubtless  intended  that  the  first  annual  meeting  or  congress  of 
the  National  Institution  should  be  followed  by  a  similar  gathering  each 
year.  This  was  clearly  indicated  in  Senator  Walker'.s  introductor>- 
address,  in  which  the  opiniou  is  forcibly  expressed  that  the  National 


«^-«^  /Z.,^k>^^ 


TTie  First  National  Scientific  Congress.  475 

Institution,  with  its  central  location,  could,  better  than  any  other  society 
then  in  existence,  bring  together  the  varied  State  interests  and  form  a 
body  truly  national  in  its  influence.' 

This  Institute  is  located  at  the  home  of  the  Federal  Government,  and  its  opera- 
tions are  designed  to  embrace  the  whole  Union.  Rising  above  local  and  sectional 
influences,  it  appeals  to  the  friends  of  science  throughout  the  nation,  and  asks  the 
support  of  all,  with  a  view  to  the  general  diffusion  of  knowledge,  and  advancement 
of  American  science.  It  is  not  designed  to  impede  the  progress  or  impair  the  use- 
fulness of  any  present  or  future  scientific  institutions  or  societies  in  any  of  the  States, 
but  would  desire  to  establish  between  them  and  this  Institute  the  most  cordial  rela- 
tions, together  with  reciprocal  aid  and  encouragement.  Experience  has  proved  that 
no  one  institution,  however  distinguished,  of  any  State,  can  bring  to  its  aid  the 
combined  efforts  and  support  of  the  whole  Union.  Each  State  will  desire  the  ad- 
vancement of  its  own  institutions;  and  here  only  can  all  meet  lieyond  the  limits  of 
all  the  States,  and  unite,  as  Americans,  in  erecting  and  maintaining  an  institution 
which  shall  be  truly  national,  not  only  in  its  location,  but  in  all  its  operations. 
Whilst  the  hopes  of  this  Institute  are  most  elevated  for  the  future,  its  present  pre- 
tentions are  truly  humble.  It  does  not  claim  to  have  established  the  character  or 
assumed  the  position  of  a  scientific  institution;  it  does  not  pretend  to  teach  the  men 
of  science  of  the  nation,  but  seeks  instruction  from  them,  and  appeals  to  them,  for 
light,  and  aid,  and  encouragement.  It  asks  them  to  come  forward  in  a  patriotic 
spirit,  and  make  this  Institute  worthy  of  the  great  nation  at  the  seat  of  whose  Gov- 
ernment it  is  placed,  and  where  only  the  now  scattered  lights  of  American  science 
can  converge  at  a  common  centre,  and  radiate  thence  throughout  the  circle  of  the 
whole  Union. 

Disaster  s(X)n  l)efell  The  National  Institution.  Many  of  its  founders 
and  supporters  disappeared  from  public  life.  The  Smith.sonian  fund, 
which  it  aspired  to  control,  was  placed  under  other  authority.  The  col- 
lections and  manuscripts  of  the  exploring  exjx;ditions  were  removed  from 
its  custody.  The  magnificent  collections  in  natural  history,  ethnology, 
and  geology,  which  had  accumulated  as  a  result  of  its  wonderful  activity 
and  enthusiam,  soon  became  a  burden  and  a  source  of  danger,  for  Con- 
gress refused  the  financial  aid  which  its  projectors  had  counted  upon  as 
certain,  and  which  they  doubtless  would  have  received  but  for  political 
changes  not  foreseen  at  the  start.  Only  one  aiuiual  meeting  was  held,  and 
the  publication  of  the  bulletin  containing  its  proceedings  was  its  last 
creditable  effort.  It  lingered  along,  and  in  1861  went  out  of  existence  by 
the  termination  of  its  charter,  having  existed  for  twenty-one  years,  the 
last  sixteen  of  which,  inglorious  as  they  were,  could  not  impair  the  bril- 
liancy of  its  early  history. 

Not  only  did  it  accomplish  a  great  work  in  preparing  the  way  for 
enlightened  legislation  regarding  scientific  matters  in  general,  but  it 
achieved  definite  and  tangible  rCvSults  in  connection  with  the  founding  of 
the  Smithsonian  Institution,  the  National  Observatory,  the  National 
Museum,  the  reorganization  of  the  Coast  Survey,  and  the  publication  of 
the  reports  of  the  exploring  expeditions;  and  it  had,  as  an  attempt  will 

'Third  Bulletin  of  the  National  Institute,  2845,  p.  439. 


Washington  forty-seven  years  ago,  took  place  the  first  national  congress 
of  American  men  of  science. 

It  seems  appropriate  that  the  remaining  seven  years  of  the  first  half 
centiirj-  of  The  American  Association  should  be  devoted  by  those  con- 
cerned in  the  organization  of  American  science  to  a  unification  and 
concentration  of  the  forces  which  now,  not  piir]X)Sely  but  actually,  are  in 
part  centrifngal.  Tlic  midsummer  nieetingof  the  association  this  year  has 
brought  around  it  a  chisttr  of  other  meetings  of  kindred  bodies.  It  is 
worth  the  effort  to  endeavor  to  induce  the  other  stx^ieties  of  professional 
men  of  science  to  meet  in  CDnjnnction  with  our  great  association.  To 
bring  this  alxnit  it  might  be  neCL»sar>-  to  hold  two  meetings  in  the  year — 
one  in   midsunnner  at   some  city  of   hotels,    as  the  seashore  or  in  the 

^  "Auiencaii  Journal  of  Science,  2il  ser.,  IV,  1847,  p.  428. 
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mountains ;  another  in  the  winter  holidays  in  some  large  city,  where  the 
associations  would  be  brought  into  relationship  with  local  institutions  at 
the  time  of  greatest  activity.  A  winter  meeting  would  render  it  possible 
for  all  of  the  kindred  societies  of  specialists  and  professional  workers  to 
meet  in  connection  with  the  association  occasionally,  or  it  may  be  each 
year.  It  would  be  a  glorious  occasion  if,  when  the  American  Associa- 
tion in  1898  enters  upon  the  second  half  of  its  first  century,  it  should 
have  actually  assumed  its  natural  functions  as  the  central  agency  for  all 
American  scientific  effort. 
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THE  PUBLISHED  WRITINGS  OF  GEORGE  BROWN  GOODE, 

1869— 1896. 


By  Randoi«ph  Ii.tyd  Gears, 
Chief  of  Division  of  Correspofidence  and  Docutnenis. 


The  compilation  of  the  following  list  of  published  writings  of  the  late  Doctor  George 
Brown  Goode  was  begun  some  fifteen  years  ago,  and  additions  have  been  made  to 
it  from  time  to  time  as  each  new  publication  came  to  my  notice.  It  has  been  my 
endeavor  to  make  the  list  as  complete  as  I  could,  although  it  is  quite  possible  that 
some  titles  may  still  be  omitted.  I  shall  be  under  obligations  to  anyone  who  can 
supply  additional  titles.  It  has  been  found  convenient  to  arrange  these  papers  in  the 
following  groups:  Papers  by  George  Brown  Goode;  papers  by  George  Brown  Goode 
and  others;  papers  edited  by  George  Brown  Goode;  and  papers  reviewed  by  George 
Brown  Goode. 

PAPERS   BY   GKORGE   BROWN   GOODii. 

1869.  Summer  Rambles. 

College  A rgns^  II,  May  27,  1S69,  p.\s. 

1870.  Musca  et  Medica. 

College  Argus,  III,  March  2,  1S70.  p.  149. 

1870.  College  ]Men  in  Congress. 

College  Argus,  III,  May  4.  1870,  p.  iSo. 

1570.  The  Colleges  of  the  United  States. 

College  Rex'tCiCy  New  York,  June,  1S70. 

1870.  History  of  Wesleyan  University. 

College  Kcvieiv,  New  York.  1.S70. 

Also  published  in  College  Atgus,  IV,  October  26, 1S70,  p.  34;  November  9, 1H70,  p.  49. 

1 87 1.  Our  Museum. 

College  A  fgus,  IV,  March  22,  1S71,  p.  193, 

1 87 1.  Rambling. 

College  .Argus,  IV,  May  3,  1871.  p.  210. 

1571.  The  Billfish  in  Fresh  Water. 

American  JValu rail's/,  V,  September,  1S71,  p.  439. 

1571.  Stray  Glimpses  of  Old  Harvard. 

College  Atgus,  V,  November  29,  1S71,  p.  67. 

1572.  A  Sea  Bird  Inland. 

American  JValuralisl,  VI,  January,  1S72,  p.  49. 

1573.  Animals  in  the  Drinking  Water. 

Sentinel  and  Witness,  Middletown,  Conn.,  September  18,  1873. 

1S73.  Moon  Sickness. 

Fotest  and  Slream,  I,  September  25,  1S73,  p.  99. 

i»S73.   Do  Snakes  Swallow  their  Young? 

Potest  and  stream,  I,  C)ctolx.*r  2,  1873,  p,  118. 

Reprinted  in  American  Agriculturist,  XXXM,  November.  1S73.  pp.  41S.  419. 

1S73.    The  Urari  Poison  [Editorial]. 

Fot  est  and  stream,  I,  December  11,  1S73,  p.  281. 
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1875.  Al)OUt  Snakes'  Engs. 

187s,  PhilaiiL-lpliiii  Zooloffical  C,:ti 

1875.  Albiiioisni  in  l''ishcs, 

1875.  Albino  Fislii-s, 

1875.  Parasitism  in  Fishes,  notahl 


1876.  The  Short  l\>iiipaiio  (  Traiiiyiinlii.t  1 
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1876.  International  Exhibition,  1876.  Board  on  behalf  of  the  United  States  Ex^ecu- 
tive  Departments.  National  Museum,  Smithsonian  Institution.  Collection 
to  illustrate  the  Animal  Resources  of  the  United  States.  Classification. 
Washington,  Government  Printing  Office,  1876. 

Folio,  pp.  i-io. 

1876.  International  Exhibition,  1876.  Board  on  behalf  of  the  United  States  Execu- 
tive Departments.  Classification  of  the  Collections  to  illustrate  the  Animal 
Resources  of  the  United  States.  A  list  of  substances  derived  from  the 
animal  kingdom,  with  S3mopsis  of  the  useful  and  injurious  animals,  and  a 
classification  of  the  methods  of  capture  and  utilization.  Washington,  Gov- 
ernment Printing  Office,  1876. 
Octavo,  pp.  1-126. 

A  second  edition  was  printed  as  Bulletin  of  ike  U.  S.  National  Museum,  No.  6, 1876, 
pp.  1-126. 

1876.  Bermuda  and  its  Fish  Markets. 

Forest  and  Stream,  VI,  March  16,  1876,  pp.  83, 84. 

1877.  Provisional  Catalogue  of  the  Fishes  of  Bemiuda.     Hamilton,  Bermuda. 

Octavo,  May,  1877.  pp.  1-8. 

Reprinted  in  the  Bermuda  Almanac,  1878-1881  (iSSi),  pp.  116-122. 

1877.  A  Preliminary  Catalogue  of  the  Reptiles,  Fishes,  and  Leptocardians  of  the 
Bermudas,  with  Descriptions  of  four  Species  of  Fishes  believed  to  be  New. 

American  Journal  0/ Science  and  Arts,  XIV,  October,  1S77,  pp.  289- 29S. 
Reprinted  in  separate  torm:  New  Haven.  1877,  octavo,  pp.  1-12. 

1877.  Statistics  of  American  Fisheries.  In  Documents  and  Proceedings  of  the  Hal- 
ifax Commission,  1877,  under  the  Treaty  of  Washington  of  May  8,  1877. 
(Washington,  1878.) 

First  published  in  Halifax,  1877,  as  Appendix  O  to  the  official  record.     Also  in  Trans- 
actions of  the  American  Fish-Cultutal  Association,  1S7S,  pp,  99-ioS. 
The  earliest  attempt  at  a  stati.stical  sur\-ey  of  the  American  fisheries  as  a  whole,  being 
the  foundation  of  the  fishery  works  of  the  Tenth  Census. 

A.  E-stimated  total  of  American  Fisheries  for  1S76. 

B.  Product  of  Weirs  and  Traps. 

C.  Products  of  Marine  Fisheries  of  Southern  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island. 

D.  Products  of  Marine  Fisheries  of  the  Northern  Atlantic  States. 

H.  Table  .^ihowinjn^  statistics  of  the  manufactures  of  menhaden  oil  and  guano  in  the 
United  Stales  in  the  years  i>>7i,  1S74,  1875,  ^^T^- 

1877.  Fifth  and  Sixth  Annual  Reports  of  the  Curators  of  the  Museum  of  Wesleyan 

University.     Including  a  history  of  the  Museum  from  its  formation.     ( First 

of    the    Printed    Series.)     Middletown,    Connecticut.     Pelton   and    King, 

Printers  and  Bookbinders. 
1S77,  octavo,  pp.  1-30. 

1877.  Table  showing  Statistics  of  the  Manufactm-e  of  Menhaden  Oil  and  Guano  in 

the  United  States  in  the  years  1873,  1874,  1875,  1876. 
Halifax  Commi.ssion,  1877,  Appendix  O.  Table  XVII. 

1877.  [The  Bait  Problem.] 

Report  of  the  U.  S.  Commissioner  of  Fish  and  Fisheries,  pt.  5, 1877,  pp.  960, 961. 

A  brief  note  contained  in  a  paper  on  Artificial  Refrigeration  by  John  Gamgee. 

1878.  Coast  Sketches.     Provincetown  in  Summer.     Netting  Bluefish  and  Bonitoes. 

Forest  and  Stream,  X,  March  7,  1878,  p.  74,  1878. 

1S78.  Confusion  in  the  names  of  some  of  the  American  fishes  of  the  Herring  family 
[Editorial]. 

Forest  and  Stream,  X,  March  7,  1878.  p.  82. 

1878.  A  Revision  of  the  American  Species  of  the  Genus  Brevoortia^  with  a  description 
of  a  New  Species  from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

Proceedings  of  the  ('.  S.  National  Museum,  I,  May  8,  187S,  pp.  30-43. 

1878.  U.  S.  Commission  of  Fish  and  Fisheries.     Questions  relative  to  the  Cod  and 

the  Cod  Fisheries. 
1878,  pp.  1-4. 
A  series  of  90  questions. 


i879-  Game  Fishes  of  the  Unitetl  States.     [Text  by  C.  Brown  Goode;  Plates  bv  s.  A. 
Killfotinic]     New  York.  Charles  Ki-ribner's  Sons.  [S79--So-'Si. 


1.S79.  The  Renmichi  I.izanl. 

i.Sjg.  A  Itller  oil  Ihi-  Iiifliionce  of  the  Moon  on  Fish. 

1.S79,  American  Ii'htliyology  in  187S. 

Siif-..-  .Vrt.M,  I.  l-vlmiarj'  i,  1S7,),  pp.97-™. 
1S79.  The  National  Museum  Building  [Editorial]. 

1.S79.  IJii  Tivo  Fishes  from  the  lleniitidas.  mistakenly  ikscriheil  as  new  by  Doctor 
Giillther. 

y.„,ff,Uim-^.'fih/  r.s.  .v,j/i,:«,(/.i^hj,-j.™.  1.  .\prii ;;,  n:„.i>i>,4M..i'..<. 

!'<;').  !■., 14". 
1S79.   Returns  I'f  a  Circular  Relating  to  tl"^  ''i^li  Tnnluaii.l  tlie  ConsiuiLpliun  of  Fish. 

[S79.  Hxeculivc  I'rocefilioHs  of  llie  United  Stales  SL-iiatc  from  which  the  injnnctiim 
of  sccrL-cy  ha,s  lieun  removed.  The  Noilh  American  Fi.shtrics.  Arrange- 
menls  with  (Ircal  IJritain.  Memo;and:i  in  relation  to  statistics  of  tile  fish, 
cries  of  North  America,  jirepared  fi>r  Senator  Iidmunds  in  response  to  his 
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1879.  A  Preliminary  Catalogue  of  the  Fishes  of  Saint  Johns  River  and  the  East 
Coast  of  Florida,  with  Descriptions  of  a  new  Genus  and  three  new  Species. 
Proceedings  of  the  U,  S.  National  Museum,  II,  September  19, 1879,  pp.  loS-zai. 

1879.  The  Menhaden. 

Science  News,  I,  October  i,  1879.  pp.  360-363;  October  15, 1879,  PP-  373-377- 

1879.  The  Gulf  Threadfish. 

Forest  and  Stream,  XII,  November  6,  1879,  p.  785. 

1879.  Eighth  Annual  Report  of  the  Curators  of  the  Museum  of  Wesleyan  University; 
(Third  of  the  Printed  Series.)    Middletown,  Connecticut,  1879. 
Octavo,  pp.  1-17. 

1879.  Plan  of  Inquiry  into  the  History  and  Present  Condition  of  the  Fisheries  of 
the  United  States.     Washington,  Government  Printing  Office,  1879. 
Octavo, pp.54  (2). 

Circular  issued  by  the  Tenth  Census. 

Reprinted  in  the  Report  0/ the  U.  S.   Commissioner  0/ Fish  and  Fisheries,  iSSo  {iSSi), 
Part  7,  pp.  1-54- 

1879.  The  Two  Kinds  of  River  Herring. 

Report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Fisheries  of  Virginia,  Richmond,  1879,  p.  14. 
1879.  '^^c  Natural  and  Economical  History  of  American  Menhaden. 

Report  ofilw  f\  S.  Commissioner  of  Fish  and  Fisheries,  pt.  5, 1879,  Appendix  A,  Jpp.  1-529, 

pis.  I-XXXI  (XXX  canceled). 
A  portion  of  this  paper  (pp.  194-267)  is  by  Profes.sor  W.  O.  Atwater. 

1879.  A  Study  of  the  Trunk  Fishes  ( Ostraciontidie ) ,  with  notes  upon  the  American 

Species  of  the  Family. 
*  Proceedings  of  the  U.  S.  National  Museum,  II,  November  11,  1879,  pp.  261-283. 

1879.  Commercial  Statistics  of  Animal  Products  in  the  United  States:  A  Review  of 

a  portion  of  the  Report  of  the  Chief  of  Statistics  for  the  Fiscal  Year  ending 
June  30, 1877. 

Bulletin  of  the  I'.  S.  National  Afuseum,  No.  14,  1S79,  pp.  2'j2-yyo. 

1880.  A  Distinguished  Immigrant.     Professor  Baird's  European  Carp. 

American  Agriculturist,  XXXIX,  January,  iSSo,  pp.  13,  14. 

1880.   [The  Berlin  Exhibition.] 

Nerv  York  Tinu's,  March  20,  l.'^.So. 

1880.  Internationale  Fisclierei-Ausstellung,  Berlin  1880.    Amerikanische  Abtheilung. 
Verzeichniss  der  Aussteller,  nach  dem  von  dem  Deutschen  I^scherei-Verein 
festgestellten  Programme  geordnet. 
Berlin,  April  20, 1880,  folio,  pp.  1-7. 

1880.  Contributions    to    the    Gedenk-Blatter    zur    Eroffnung  der    Intemationalen 
Fischerei-Ausstellung  zu  Berlin  1880. 

Berliner  Tageblatt,  April  20, 1880,  evening  edition,  pp.  3. 4. 

1880.  Hoch  auf  seine  Majestat  der  Kaiser. 

Berliner  Tageblatt,  June  17,  1880.  • 

1880.  The  Use  of  Agricultural  Fertilizers  by  the  American  Indians  and  the  Early 
English  Colonists. 

American  Naturalist,  XIV,  July,  1880,  pp.  473-479. 

1880.  Another  new  Fish  on  the  Atlantic  coast  (Auxis  rochei). 

Forest  and  stream,  XV,  Augu.Ht  12,  1880.  p.  28. 
1880.  The  Census  of  the  Fisheries.     [Through  reporter.] 

Neutport  Mercury,  August  14,  1880. 

1880.  Frigate  Mackerel  again  heard  from. 

Forest  and  stream,  XV,  Aug^tst  26,  1880,  p.  68. 

1880.  The  Turbot  and  Sole  in  America  [Editorial]. 

Forest  and  Stream,  XV,  September  9,  1880,  pp.  103, 104. 

1880.  New  Fish  [Helorus  voraginorum']. 

Forest  and  Stream,  XV,  September  9, 1880,  p.  109. 


iSSi.  The  Saihliiij;  i>v  Kiivariiiii  Cli!ir. 

■.iminis.  u  new  spicies  of  N(.t:io;iiitlii<ly;   from  tlie  Grand 
iiKllaiKl. 

/*w--./i«i-."//Arr..V..V,„„.„„/.V.„„«,,  IJI.Arril  1M"1,  |>1..  s-..s-5iT. 

iSSl.  rishenucii  of  AiiK-ric;i. 

iSSi.   I'reliniiiiary  SUlisticnl  Rt-imrt  on  tin-  rishories  of  California,  Orejjon,  Wasli- 
illKtoll.  iinri  Aliiska. 

(.>„>,„  S../M,,,.  No.  .>.  [«Mn.  J„.,L.,  ,vsi,  n"'  (-■' 
iSSi.   man  of  OrKaiii/jiUon  ami  Ri'w;iilalions. 

Cn.ulu.  ■■/ Ih^  r  S.  .\\„„.».,1  M,,w..«..  N-,...,<lclol*ri,  ."1,|-D.  1-5'!- 

iSSl.  A  Provisiuniil  Cliissilicatiim  of  the  Hoo.l  Culloctii.ii. 


Hugh  Williahsok. 
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1 881 .  Note  on  article  by  Captain  £.  T.  Deblois  on  the  origin  of  the  menhaden  industry. 

Bulletin  ('.  S.  Fish  Commission^  I.  i88x  (1882),  p. 46. 

1 88 1.  Letter  to  the  Society  of  American  Taxidermists. 

First  Annual  Report  0/  the  American   Taxidermists^  1880-1881,  Rochester,  1881,  p.  17. 

1 88 1.  Epochs  in  the  History  of  Fish  Culture. 

Transactions  0/  the  American  Fish-Cultural  Association ^  1881,  pp.  34-57. 

Reprinted  in  Forest  and  Stream^  XVI,  pp.  311, 332,  353. 

Published  also  in  Report  of  the  V.  S.  Commission  of  Pish  and  Fisheries,  pt.  7,  1880. 

Extracts  from  this  paper  appeared  in  a  memorial  presented  by  the  Council  of  the 
Scotch  Fisheries  Improvement  Association  to  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  and  Her 
Majesty's  I/>rd  Advocate  for  Scotland,  asking  for  legislation  for  the  protection  of  the 
salmon  and  trout  fisheries.  The  memorial  was  printed  separately  in  the  Third 
Annual  Report  of  the  Council,  Edinburgh,  May,  1883.  pp.  41-43. 

1881.  The  Carangoid  Fishes  of  the  United  States,  Pompanoes,  Crevalles,  Amber- 
fishes,  etc. 

Bulletin  of  the  C  S.  Fish  Commission,  I,  1S81  (iSS2>,  pp.  30-43. 

1881.  Notes  on  the  Life-history  of  the  Eel,  chiefly  derived  from  a  Study  of  Recent 
Em'oi>ean  Authorities. 

Bulletin  0/  the  r.  S.  Fish  Commission,  I,  1S81  (iSS2^   i>p.  71-124. 

Reprinted  in  Transactions  of  the  American  Fish-dmuial  AsstKiation,  1881,  pp.  81-123. 

1881.  The  First  Decade  of  the  United  States  Fish  Commission,  Its  Plan  of  Work 
aijd  Accomplished  Results,  Scientific  and  Kconomical. 

Proceedinf^s  of  the  American  Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Siience,  XXIX,  1881, 

PP- 563-574-     (Boston  meeting.) 
Published  also  in  Xalnrey  London,  XXII,  Octolier  21,  iSSo.  pp.  597-599;  Smithsonian 

Report,  i&So,   pp.   140-149;  Report  of  the  U.  S.  Fish  Commission,  pt.  8,  1880(1883),  pp. 

53-62:  Bulletin  ('.  S.  Fish  Commission,  II,  1SS2  (1883),  pp.  169-178,  nnd  as  a  separate, 

pp.  i-r4. 

1 88 1.  Fishes  from  the  Deep  Water  on  the  South  Coast  of  New  P^ngland,  obtained  by 

the  Uniteil  States  Fish  Commission  in  the  summer  of  1880. 
Proceedinj^s  of  the  (\  S.  National  Museum.  Ill,  iSSi,  pp.  467-4S6. 

1881.  The  Fishermen  of  the  United  States. 

Trausaciionsofthe  Anthropological  Stuiely  of  lt'aihtKi:[/oti,  I,  tnSi,  ])p.  62-66. 
This  paper  was  ])rintc(l  in  abstract  only. 

1881.  Natural  History  of  the  Mackerel. 

Repot  t  of  the  (\  S.  Commissioner  of  Fish  and  Fisheties,  1881  (1SS4),  pp.  93-138. 
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the  .sunnner  of  iHSo  by  the  U.  S.  Coast  Survey  Steamer  IHakt\  Commander  J.  R. 
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1,  Joseph  W.     Thu  ll;ink  Tr.iwl-Hiu'  Cml  l-i-,hei-y. 


GooDi;.  G.  Itrowii,  ami  Coj.MN.s,  Joseph  W,     Tilt  Gcorf;i''s  Hank  0"l  1- 
/■/„    ;„/„.,.■>  ,„„/  /■,./„-,..  /,„/«;/.,«  ./M(  /--iW  Si.-i.=.  S,glu...  \-.  I 


TTie  Published  Writings  of  George  Brown  Goode.         497 

Goods,   G.   Biown,  and  Coixins,  Joseph  W.      The  Haddock  Fishery  of  New 
England. 

Th$  FUkerUi  and  Ftakety  Industries  of  the  United  States^  Section  V,  I,  pp.  234-241,  3 

plutfft 
Printed  alao  in  the  BuOetinof  the  U.  S.  Fish  Commission,  I,  x88i  (i88a),  pp.  226-235, 
the    Transactions  of  the  American  Fish-Cultural  Association,   Eleventh   Annual 
Meetin*,  New  York,  1882,  pp.  43-s^  and  P»resl  and  Stream,  XVIII,  May  18,  1882, 

Goods,  G.  Brown,  and  Coi^UNS,  Joseph  W.    The  Hake  Fishery. 

The  Fisheries  and  Fishery  Industries  of  the  United  States,  Section  V,  I,  pp.  241-243,  3 
plates. 

Goods,  G.  Brown,  and  Coi^uns,  Josaph  W.    The  Mackerel  Fishery. 

The  Fisheries  and  Fishery  Industries  of  the  United  States,  Section  V,  I,  1887,  pp.  245-313, 
a8  plates. 

Goods,  G.  Brown,  Coi^mns,  J.  W.,  EARI.1.,  R.  E.,  and  Ci^ark,  A.  Howard.     Mate- 
rials for  a  History  of  the  American  Mackerel  Fishery. 

Report  of  the  U.  S.  Commissioner  of  Fish  and  Fisheries,  1881  (1883),  pp.  [i]-[44i]. 

(kx>DS,  G.  Brown,  Coi^UNS,  Joseph  W.,  and  Scuddsr,  Newton  P.    The  Halibut 
Fisheries. 

The  Fisheries  and  Fishery  Industries  of  the  United  States,  Sectiou  V,  I,  1887,  pp.  3-119,  22 
plates. 

Goods,  G.  Brown,  and  Scuddsr,  Newton  P.     Bibliography  of  the  Writings  of  the 
Altunni  and  Faculty  of  Wesleyan  University. 

Alumni  Record  of  Wesleyan  University,  Middletowu,  Connecticut,  1883,  octavo,  pp. 

PAPSRS  EDITSD  BY  OSORGS  BROWN  GOODS. 

Statistics  of  American  Fisheries  submitted  to  the  Superintendent  of  the  Tenth 
Census: 

(i)  Census  Bulletin  No.  176.  Preliminary  Report  upon  the  Pacific  States  and  Territories. 
Prepared  by  Mr.  G.  Brown  Goode  from  returns  of  Si>ecial  Agents  Jordan,  Swan,  and 
Bean.    May  24,  1 881.    pp.6. 

(2)  Census  Bulletin  No.  «6i.    Statistics  of  the  Fisheries  of  the  Great  I«akes.    Prepared  by 

Mr.  Frederick  W.  True  from  notes  of  Special  Agent  Kumlien.    September  i,  1881. 
pp.  8. 

(3)  Census  Bulletin  No.  278.    Statistics  of  the  Fisheries  of  Maine.    Prepared  by  Mr.  R.  S. 

Earll  from  his  own  notes  and  those  of  Mr.  C.  G.  Atkins.    November  21,  1881.  pp.47. 

(4)  Census  Bulletin  No.  281.    Statistics  of  the  Fisheries  of  Virginia.    Prepared  by  Colonel 

Marshall  McDonald.    December  i,  188 1.    pp.8. 

(5)  Census  Bulletin  No.  291.    Statistics  of  the  Fisheries  of  New  Hampshire,  Rhode  Island, 

and  Connecticut.    Prepared  by  Mr.  A,  Howard  Clark.    April  5,  1882.    pp.  7. 

(6)  Census  Bulletin  No.  295.    Statistics  of  the  Fisheries  of  Massachusetts.    Prepared  by  Mr. 

A.  Howard  Clark  from  returns  of  Special  Agents  Wilcox,  Clark,  True,  Collins,  and 
Atwood.    March  i,  1882.    pp.  35. 

(7)  Census  Bulletin  No.  297.    Commercial  Fisheries  of  the  Middle  States.    Prepared  by 

Mr    R.  S.  Sarll  and  Colonel  M.  McDonald.    June  5,  1882.    pp.  14.    (This  bulletin 
includes  statistics  of  Census  Bulletin  No.  281.) 

(8)  Census  Bulletin  No.  298.    Commercial  Fisheries  of  the  Southern  Atlantic  States.    Pre- 

pared by  Mr.  R.  S.  Sarll  and  Colonel  Marshall  McDonald.    June  5,  1882.    pp.  18. 
In  all,  148  pages,  quarto. 

In  addition  to  these  certain  special  tables  appeared,  as  follows: 

(9)  statistical  table.    Table  showing  by  States  the  persons  employed,  capital  invested,  and 

value  of  products  in  the  oyster  industry. 
(10)  SUtistical  table.  Statistics  of  the  Fisheries  of  the  United  States  in  1880.  Prepared  by 
Messrs.  Goode  and  Sarll  from  the  reports  of  the  special  agents.  Printed  in  the  Com- 
pendium of  the  Tenth  Census,  p.  1402.  pp.  2.  Reprinted  in  Bulletin  of  the  United 
States  Fish  Commission,  III,  1883,  pp.  270, 271,  and  in  the  Preliminary  Catalogue  Interna- 
tional Fisheries  Exhibition,  facing  p.  5. 
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Bcction  n  O887):  A  geogrBphical  review  of  the  fishery  induKtriea  and  fishing  communi- 
ties for  the  year  i88o-Cotititiued. 
Fart     IX.  Delaware  and  iu  Fiaheries.    By  J.  W.  Collins. 
X.  Matylatid  and  its  tHsheries.    By  J.  W.  Collins. 
XL  Virginia  and  its  fisheries.    By  Marshall  McDonald. 
Xlt  North  Carolina  and  its  Fisheries.    By  R.  Bdward  fiarlL 
Xlll.  The  Fisheries  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia.    By  R.  Kdward  F^rll. 
XtV.  Kastem  Florida  and  its  Fisheries.    By  R.  Edward  Karll. 
XV.  The  Fisheries  of  the  Culf  of  Mexico.    By  Silas  Steams. 
XVI.  The  Fisheries  of  the  Pacific  Coast.    By  David  S.  Jordan. 
XVII.  The  Fisheries  of  the  Great  Lakes.    By  Frederick  W.  True. 

Appendix :  Historical  References  to  Fisheries.    By  A.  Howard  Clark. 
Section  III  (1887):  The  fishing  grounds  of  North  America  (with  49  charts).    Editc<l  by 

Richard  Rathbun. 
Part       A.  The  Sea  Pishing  Grounds  of  the  Eastern  Coast  of  North  America  from 
Greenland  to  Mexico.    By  Joseph  W.  Collins  and  Richard  Rathbun. 

B.  The  Sea  Fishing  Grounds  of  the  Pacific  Coast  of  the  United  States  from  the 

Straits  of  Fuca  to  Lower  California.    By  David  S.  Jordan. 

C.  The  Fishing  Resources  and  Fishing  Groimds  of  Alaska.    By  Tarleton  H. 

Bean. 

D.  The  Fishing  Grounds  of  the  Great  Lakes.    By  Ludwig  Kuralicn  and  Fred- 

erick W.  True, 

E.  The  Geographical  Distribution  of  Freshwater  Food  Fishes  in  the  Several 

Hydrographic  Basins  of  the  United  States.     By  David  S.  Jordan. 
Appendix  :  Ocean  Temperatures  of  the  Eastern  Coast  of  the  United  States, 
with  thirty-two  charts. 
Section  IV  (1887): 

The  Fishermen  of  the   United  States.     By  G.  Brown  Gootle   and  J.  W. 
Collins,  with  autobiography  of  Capt.  N.  K.  Atwood. 
Section  V,  Vol.  i  (18R7):  History  and  methods  of  the  fisheries  (with  an  atlas  of  255  plates). 
Part        I.  The  Halibut  Fisheries.    By  G.  Brown  Goode,   J.  W.  Collins,  and   N.  P. 
Scudder. 
II.  The  Cod,  Haddock,  and  Hake  FLsheries.    By  (5.  Brown  Goode,  J.  W.  Collins, 
and  Tarleton  H.  Bean. 

III.  The  Mackerel  Fishery.    By  G.  Brown  Goode  and  J.  W.  Collins. 

IV.  The  Swordfish  Fishery'.     By  G.  Brown  Goo<le. 

V.  The  Menhaden  Fisherj'.     By  G.  Brown  Goode  and  A.  Howard  Clark. 
VI.  The  Herring  Fisher>'  and  the  Sardine  Industry.     By  R,  Kdward  Earll. 
VII.  The  Shore  Fisheries  of  Southern  Delaware.     By  J.  W.  Collins. 
VIII.  The  Spanish  M.nckerel  Fisher>'.     By  R.  Kdward  F^rll. 
IX.  The  Mullet  Fishery      By  R.  Kdward  Karil. 

X.  The  Red-snapper  and  Hax'ana  Market  Fisheries,    By  Silas  Steams. 
XL  The  Pound-net  Fisheries  of  the  Atlantic  States.    By  Frederick  W.  True. 
XII.  The  River  Fisheries  of   the  Atlantic   States.    By    Marshall  McDonald, 
Frederick  W.  True,  W.  A.  Wilcox,  and  C.  G.  Atkins. 
XIII.  The  Salmon  Fishing  and  Canning  Interests  of  the  Pacific  Coast.    By  David 

S.  Jordan  and  C.  H.  Gilbert. 
XIV.  The  Fisheridi  of  the  Great  Lakes.    By  Ludwig  Kumlien. 
Section  V,  Vol.  II  (1887): 

Part      XV.  The  Whale  Fishery.    By  A.  Howard  Clark  and  James  Templeman  Brown. 
XVI.  The  Blackfi.sh  and  Porpoise  Fisheries.    By  A.  Howard  Clark. 
XVII.  The  Pacific  Walrus  Fi.shery.    By  A.  Howard  Clark. 

XVIII.  The  Seal  and  Sea-otter  Industries.    By  Henry  W.  Elliott,  James  G.  Swan, 
and  A.  Howard  Clark. 
XIX.  The  Turtle  and  Terrapin  Fisheries.    By  Frederick  W.  True. 
XX.  The  Oyster,  Scallop,  Clam,  and  Abalone  Industries.    By  Ernest  IngersoU. 
XXI.  The  Crab,  Lobster,  Crayfish,  Rock-lobster,  Shrimp,  and  Prawn  Fisheries. 

By  Richard  Rathbun. 
XXII.  The  I^ech  Industry  and  Trepang  Fishery.    By  Richard  Rathbun. 
XXIII.  The  Sponge  Fishery  and  Trade.     By  Richard  Rathbun. 

Reviewed  in  Natutwissenscka/lliche  Rundschau,  August,  1887. 

(Associate  Editor)  Alumni  Record  of  Wesleyan  University,  Middletown,  Connec- 
ticut.    Boston,  Press  of  Rand,  Avery  &  Co.,  1873. 
Octavo,  pp.  I-XXVUI,  1-293.    A  second  edition. 


Tilt  Cotiiiiiercial  Products  of  tlie  Sea,  or  Marine  Contributions  to  I'ood,  Industry  and 
Art.     Ily  P.  I,.  Siiunioiids. 

Chicaxi  yi'l'l.  Ai>ril  jfi,  iS;9.  p.  ifij. 
A  Centurj'  of  Electricity.     By  T.  C.  Memlenhall. 

Ttie  HfioeA.  New  York,  1.  April  15,  1SB7,  pp.  2311.  m"- 
A  New  Work  on  American  Itirds.     {Review  of  Rid^^ay's  "Key.") 

Thr  l-:po.h,ll,  1867.  p.  336- 
Scliool  of  r.ife.    By  Theodore  I'.  Seward, 

ft.*/,f  Opi»„m. 

The  Life  and  Writings  of  Coii.stantine  Samuel   Rafinesqne.     (Kil5on  Club  Publica- 
tions, No.  10.)     ByR.  Ellsworth  Call. 

Scietee  {new  series),  I,  .\pri1  19,  i«<t;,  pp.  i^-iM- 
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Abbe,  Cleveland,  meteorologist,  299, 301. 

Abbot,  John,  429. 

Abbott,  C.  C,  419. 

Abbott,  W.  R.,  186. 

Abert,  CoL  John  J.,  87, 99, 106, 116, 124,  ia6, 127, 130, 

131.  »32,  133.  I34»  136, 137  n,  139.  i^i,  175, 176, 178  n, 

179, 180,  i8x,  18a,  183, 185, 190, 191, 312. 
A''       mia  Virginiensis  et  Oxoniensis,  272. 
aie  Pran9ais,  Paris,  211, 259. 
my  of  Arts  and  Sciences  of  the  United 

States  of  America,  Richmond,  Va.,  270, 271, 401, 

427. 
Academy  of  Natural  Sciences,  Philadelphia,  71, 

419. 439. 442, 448, 449. 470. 

Aco«ta,  d',  Joseph,  naturalist,  360, 363-366, 367, 399. 

Aci  ^polis  Museum,  Athens,  210. 

Adams,  Charles  B.,  conchologist,  457. 

Adams,  H.  B.,  271, 272. 2S2. 

Adams,  Henry,  283  n,  284,  297  n. 

Adams,  John,  President  United  States,  interest 
in  science,  70, 268, 273, 280,  286, 313, 323, 425, 471. 

Adams,  John  Quincy,  100, 106, 107,  no,  137, 183, 185, 
284, 285, 294, 320;  advocates  establishment  ofan 
observatory  with  Smithsonian  fund,  94  n,  95, 96, 
97, 108;  interest  in  science,  302, 303, 304, 317, 323. 
471,472;  recommendsa  national  university,  303, 
recommends  observatory,  303, 304, 305, 306, 307, 

Adler,  Cyrus,  21. 

Affiliated  Scientific  Societies  of  Washington,  315. 

Africa,  specimens  from,  135. 

Agassis,  Alexander,  457. 

Agassis,  lyouis,  57,  459,  465;  and  Smithsonian  In- 
stitution, 322;  influence  on  Goode,  18,42,43,48; 
period  of,  409, 455, 457, 458. 

Agate,  Alfred,  120  n,  162, 173. 

Agnew,  Prof.  J.  H.,  473. 

Agriculture,  Bureau  of,  established,  315-316. 

Agrippa,66,245. 

Airy,  Sir  George  B.,  astronomer,  305- 

Akerly,  Samuel,  geologist,  424, 438. 

Alabama,  colleges  of,  345;  scientific  men  in,  464. 

Alaska,  exploration,  27;  learned  societies  of,  345. 

Alexander,  J.  H.,  457. 

Alexander  the  Great,  interest  in  museums,  66, 246. 

Alexandria,  museum  of,  65,  66,  244. 

Allen,  Grant,  419. 

Allen,  J.  M.,  167, 

Alutrra  scfurfii^  405. 

Alzatc,  Jos^  A.,  naturnli.st,  398. 

Amazons,  the,  69  n. 

Amenia,  New  York,  Goode  in,  42. 

American  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  Bos- 
ton, 70,  270,  273,  315,  349,  425,  470,  471;  Goode,  a 
fellow  of,  58;  John  Adams  and,  269;  John  Quincy 
Adams  and,  302,  303;  origin  of,  268,  401. 


American  Anatomical  Society,  313. 

American  Antiquarian  Society,  founded,  441. 

American  Association  for  the  Advancement  of 
Science,  107,  294, 312,  313,  446.  469-477;  Goode's 
contributions  to,  21,  469-477;  Goode  vice-presi- 
dent of,  58;  influence  on  science  in  America, 
458;  location  of  members  of,  463-464;  organiza- 
tion, 469.  See  American  Society  qf  G^>iogists 
and  Naturalists. 

American  Dialect  Society,  313. 

American  Folklore  Society,  313. 

American  Cicographical  Society,  302,  313. 

American  Geological  Society,  '312,  313,  431,  470; 
founded,  297,  440.  See  American  Society  of 
Geologists  and  Naturalists. 

American  Historical  Association,  16,  55,  58,  76, 
265,  313;  paper  read  before,  by  Goode,  65. 

American  Historical  Society,  87,  158. 

American  Institute  of  Architects,  action  on  death 
of  G.  Brown  Goode,  36. 

American  Institute  of  Mining  Engineers,  313. 

"American  Journal  of  Science,"  92  n,  299  n,  464; 
enlarged,  456;  founded,  297,  427,  441. 

American  Meteorological  Society,  313. 

American  Mctrological  Society,  313. 

"American  Mineralogical  Journal,"  succeeded 
by  "  American  Journal  of  Science,"  441. 

"American  Monthly  Magazine,"  relation  to 
science,  442. 

American  Museum  of  Arts,  113  n,  279. 

American  Museum  of  Natural  History,  New 
York,  19,  78,  211.  235.  259. 

"  American  Naturalist,"  circulation,  464;  Goode's 
contributions  to,  21. 

American  Oriental  Society,  313. 

American  Ornithologists'  Union,  313. 

American  Philological  A.ssociation,  313. 

"American  Philosophical  Miscellany,"  pro- 
posed, 266. 

American  Philosophical  Society,  3,  70,  107,  267, 
268,  269,  270,  273,  280,  295,  309,  310,  315,  352,  400, 

410,  411,  413.  4M»  415.  4»6,  418,  425.  427.  429.  431. 

470,471;  centennial  of,  456;  Goode,  member  of, 

58;  origin  of,  266,  400. 
"American   Philosophical   Transactions,"   first 

issue  of,  267. 
American  Phy.siological  Society,  313. 
American  Society,  etc.,  266. 
American  Society  for  Psychical  Research,  313. 
American  Society  of  Geologists  and  Naturali.sts, 

311,  312,     See   American    Association  for   the 

Advancement  of  Science. 
American  Society  of  Naturalists,  3,  313;  distri- 
bution of  members  of,  463;  Goode,  a  memlx^r 

of,  58. 
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^     Bosc,  L.  A.  G.,  botanist,  432. 

'     Bossu,  Captain  N.,  traveler,  382. 

^    "Boston  Journal  of  Philosophy  and  the  Arts," 

*        441- 

Boston  Museum  of  Fine  Arts,  201. 

E'     Boston  Society  of  Natural  Science,  442. 
t     Botanic  Garden,  122  n,  285     See  National  Botanic 
Garden. 
Botanical  Club,  of  the  American  Association, 

t      Bourke,  John  G.,  369  n. 

Bowditch,  Nathaniel,  mathematician,  446. 

Bowdoin  College,  273. 

Bowdoin,  James,  265;  President  American  Acad- 
emy of  Arts  and  Sciences,  268  n-269  n. 

Boyle,  Robert,  265, 435. 

Brace,  I^.  P.,  geologist,  438. 

Brackenridge,  William  D.,  botanist,  120  n,  122, 
161, 162, 165;  director  Botanic  Garden,  311. 

Bradley,  James,  astronomer  royal,  306, 359. 

Branch,  John,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  urges 
establishment  of  an  observatory,  308. 

Brandenburg  Museum,  Berlin,  210. 

Brazil,  specimens  from,  165. 

Breckenridge,  John  C,  Regent  Smithsonian  In- 
stitution, 322. 

Brent,  J.  C,  184. 

Brereton,  Dr.  John  A.,  285  n. 

Brice,  Capt.  J.  J.,  United  States  Commissioner  of 
Fish  and  Fisheries,  35, 44. 

Brisson,  Mathurin  J.,  397. 

Bristol,  Charles  t,..  35. 

British  Association  for  the  Advancement  of 
Science,  323. 

British  Museum,  74,  76,  80, 8j,  102, 115,  150,  199,  218, 
229.  239,  250,  253,386;  Christy  collection,  78,211, 
258;  founded,  68, 69  n,  246. 

British  Museum  of  Natural  Histo.y,  212,  221. 

Brock,  R.  A.,  271  n. 

Brongniart,  Adolphe  T.,  256. 

Brooklyn,  scientific  men  in,  463. 

Brooklyn  Institute,  243  n,  252,  256;  Goode's  lec- 
ture before,  55. 

Brown,  G.,  collaborator  of  Goode,  22. 

Brown,  Mrs.  John  Crosby,  259. 

Brown,  Rev.  Obadiah  B.,  285  n. 

Brown,  Robert,  167. 

Brown  University,  273. 

Browne,  Peter  Anell,  472. 

Browne,  Sir  Thomas,  quoted,  406. 

Bruce,  Archibald,  raineralogi.st,  403, 431;  founder 
"American  Mineralogical  Journal,"  441. 

Brush,  George  J.,  chemist,  457. 

Brussels,  museums  of,  210, 211, 213. 

Br>',  Theodore  de,  362. 

Bryant,  William,  ichthyologist,  430. 

Bryant,  William  CuUen,  281,396. 

Buchan,  Earl  of,  President  Society  of  Scottish 
Antiquaries,  273, 419. 

Buck,  M.  C,  167. 

Buckingham,  Duke  of,  69  n,  377. 

Buckley,  D.  A.,  167. 

niirger,  W.,  212, 261. 

Buffon  and  Jefferson,  394, 421. 

Bullen,  Christian,  traveler,  384. 

BuUivant,  Benjamin,  376. 

Bulwer,  Kdward  Lytton,  I«ord,  68. 
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Burchard,  E.  I*.,  34. 
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Burnett,  Waldo  I.,  457. 
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CadValader,  I^mbert,  278. 
Cadwallader,  Thomas,  physician,  413. 
Caesar,  65, 66, 244, 245. 
Cairo,  museum  of,  210. 
Calhoun,  John  C,  285  n,  471. 
California,  colleges  and   learned   societies,  346; 

scientific  men  in,  464;  specimens  from,  165, 173. 
California  Academy  of  Sciences,  San  Francisco, 

3^5, 346. 

Cambridge,  American  students  in,  272. 

Cambridge,  Mass.,  museums  of,  77, 259;  scientific 
men  in,  463. 

Campbell,  R.G.,  162. 
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Can  is  azarcr,  405. 

Cap  Cod,  fishery  cen.sus  of,  20. 

Cape  de  Verde  Islands,  specimens  from,  165, 166, 
174. 

Cai>e  of  CjOckX  Hope,  specimens  from,  165, 166. 

Cape  Town,  siwcimens  from,  174. 

Capron,  Horace  L.,  Commissioner  of  Agfriculture, 
316. 
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Carroll,  Charles,  27S. 

Carter,  Col.  Tendon,  entomologist,  429. 

Cams,  Victor,  t/^\  3S.j. 
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Casco  Bay,  Goixle  at,  20. 

Cass,  Gen.  T^ewis,  expedition  under,  114,447;  Re- 
gent Smithsonian  In.stitution,  143, 322;  Senator, 

137- 
Cassin,  John,  and  Baird,  458. 

Cassinis,  the  four,  306. 

Castiglioni,  Count  I«uigi,  432. 

Ca.stillejo,  a  hi.storical  writer,  371. 

Castillo,  Bemal  Diaz  del,  368. 

Castleneau,  C.  F.,  naturalist,  158, 162. 

Caswell,  Alexis,  186. 

Catesby,  Mark,  naturalist,  389-390, 397. 

Catlin,  George,  78. 

Caustin,  Dr.  J.  H.,  167. 
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National  Museum,  27, 312. 

Central  America,  specimens  from,  170. 
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Chaloner,  Dr.  A.  D.,  186, 473. 
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Chapin,  Stephen,   recommendation   respecting 
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Davis,  Jefferson,  no,  149;  Regent  Smithsonian 
Institution,  143. 146, 33a. 

Dayton,  A.  O.,  87, 116, 161, 190, 191. 
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Delafield,  Gen.  Richard,  Regent  Smithsonian  In- 
stitution, 323. 
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Del  Pulgar,  Fernando,  371. 

Denyse,  Nicolas,  naturalist  and  geographer,  381. 
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De  Solis,  Antonio,  371, 
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Dexter,  Aaron,  chemist,  403. 

Dezobry,  C.  H.,  66, 245. 
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Dixon,  Jeremiah,  astronomer,  310. 
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Douglas,  Stephen  A.,  Regent  Smithsonian  Insti- 
tution, 322. 

Douglass,  Captain  D.  B.,  114, 447. 
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Draper,  John  William,  physicist,  186,452,457,472; 
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Dug^  Dr.  Alfred,  38. 

Dunbar,  Dr.  John  W.,  186, 474. 
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Karll,  R.  E-,  collaborator  of  Goode,  22. 
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Eastman,  J.  R.,  317  n. 
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quoted,  440. 

Eaton,  D.  C,  botanist,  457, 458. 
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Edwards,  Edward,  196. 

Edwards,  Henry,  238. 
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Eliot,  John,  265  n. 
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Ellis,  John,  zoologist,  390,  391. 
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tution, 322. 
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Everett,  A.  H.,  186,474. 
Everett,  Edward,  285, 303, 47f. 
Ewing,  Rev.  Dr.  John,  415. 
Ewing,  Dr.  Thomas,  a.stronomer,  310. 
Fabricius,  Otho,  missionary  and  teacher,  383. 
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In.stitution,  322. 
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Hammond,  Dr.  William  A.,  258. 
Hamor,  Ralphe,  372. 
Hanno,  67. 

Hardy,  Campbell,  419. 

Hare,  Dr.  Robert,  inventor  of  oxyhydrogen  blow- 
pipe. 70, 430-421. 446. 452, 457. 473- 
Harkness,  William,  317  n. 
Harlan,  Richard,  herpetologist,  450-451. 
Harriot,Thomas,  naturalist,  career  of,  357-363,375. 

377.379.381,399.405- 
Harriott,  Thomas,  56, 57.    Se^  Harriot. 
Harrioitay6\9caveTeA  and  named  by  Goode,  23, 
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Harris,  Thaddeus  W.,  entomologist^  457. 

Harrison,  President  William  Henry,  317. 

Hartford,  Connecticut,  museum  at,  71. 

Hartainck,  Jan  Jacob,  traveler,  383. 
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306. 

Harvey,  William,  358, 435. 

Harvey,  Prof.  W.  H.,  naturalist,  456. 
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of  Smithsonian  fund,  96;  Superintendent  Coast 
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Hawaii,  museum  in,  211. 

Hayden,  F.  V.,  25,  292, 459. 

Hayden,  Horace  H,,  geologist,  452. 

Hays,  Isaac,  457. 

Hazard,  Samuel,  1S6. 

Hazen,  Gen.  W.  P.,  302. 

Heckewelder,  Rev.  John,  421. 

Helicon,  museum  in  grove  of,  65,  244. 

Henry,  Joseph,  25,  26,  27,  45.  58, 91, 113, 141, 143, 144, 
146, 147, 148, 149, 150, 153,  288,  297,  322, 446, 452, 457, 
459;  plan  for  organizing  Smithsonian  Institu- 
tion, 143, 146;  views  on  a  national  museum,  150, 
151,  152,  154-156;   weather  observations  under, 

299, 3a>.  301. 302- 
Henry,  Governor  Patrick,  272  n. 
Henry,  William  Wirt,  36. 
Hernandez,  Francisco,  physician  and  naturalist, 

366, 380, 399. 
Hemandiay  405. 
Hemdon  and  Gibbon,  expedition  to  Amazon, 

3".  458. 
Herrera,  Antonio  de,  371. 
Herrera,  Prof.  Alfonso  L.,  37. 
Herrick,  K.  C.,  426, 456. 
Hessian  fly,  429. 
Higgins,  Rev.  Henry  H.,  221. 
Higginson,  T.  W.,  361. 
Hilgard,  Julius  K.,  superintendent  Coast  Survey, 

296. 

Hilliard,  Henry  W.,  Regent  Smithsonian  Insti- 
tution, 143, 146, 322. 

Hitchcock,  Kdward,  186, 43S,  446, 452, 457. 

Hodgkins  award,  47. 

Hodgson,  William  B.,  473. 

Hccnke,  Thaddeus,  botanist,  432. 

Hof-Museum,  Vienna,  78,  258. 

Hohenzollem  Museum,  Berlin,  79,  209,  210,  252, 
260. 

Holbrook,  John  R.,  457. 

Holloway,  David  P.,  Commi.ssioner  of  Patents, 
interest  in  agricultural  department,  316. 


Holmes,  William  H.,  34. 

Holt,  J.,  United  States  Commissioner  of  Patents, 

155. 

Honolulu,  museum  of,  211. 

Hontan,  Baron  de  la,  traveler,  382. 

Hooker,  W.  J.,  botanist,  451. 

Hopkins,  Albert,  astronomer,  306. 

Hopkins,  Samuel,  first  patent  issued  to,  278. 

Hopkinson,  Francis,  416. 

Hopkinson,  Thomas,  416. 

Hornaday,  William  T.,  35, 419. 

Horsfield,  Dr.  Thomas,  zoologist,  425. 

Hosack,  Dr.  David,  botonist,  70, 403, 424, 430, 44 1 . 

H6tel  Canavelet,  museum  of  Paris  in,  210, 260. 

H6tel  des  Invalides,  Paris,  museum  at,  79. 

Hough  Bill,  III,  113. 

Hough,  W,  J.,  first  Secretary  Smithsonian  Insti- 
tution, 112  n;  Regent  Smithsonian  Institution, 

143- 

Howard  University,  287. 

Hozze,  Dr.  de,  274  n. 

Hubbard,  Gardiner  G.,  President  Joint  Commis- 
sion of  Scientific  Societies,  Wa.shington,4, 5. 

Ilublx^ll,  Horatio,  recommendation  respecting 
use  of  Smithsonian  fund,  94. 

Hudson's  Bay  territory,  exploration,  27, 458. 

Hudson  Obser\'atorj',  453. 

Hues,  Ro1>t'rt.  35S. 

Humphreys,  Rev.  Hector,  186,474. 

Hunt,  T.  Sterr>',  chemist,  457. 

Hunter,  Alford,  85,  \.\2. 

Hunter,  Dr.  William,  American    anatomist,  401, 
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Hunter,  John,  70,  25S,  401. 
Hunter.  William,  258. 
Hunterian  Miist-uin,  Loudon,  258. 
Huntiugton,  Iknjamiu.  27S. 
Huntington,  Gen.  I^heiiezer,  277. 
Hutchinson,  James,  429. 
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Huxley,  Thomas  H.,  naturali.st,  iS,  74,  250,  435; 
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Hyperion,  discovered,  45''\ 
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Illinois,    colleges   and   scientific  .societies,    347; 

scientific  men  in.  464. 
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Indiana,  colleges  and  learned  societies,  347. 
Indiana  Academy  of  Sciences,  315, 347. 
Ingersoll,  C.  J.,  106. 
Ingersoll,  Krnest,  419. 

Ingersoll,  Joseph  R.,  107,  loS,  iii,  137, 149, 472. 
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International  Meteorological  Conference,  299. 
Iowa,  colleges  and  learned  societies,  348. 
Iowa,  Academy  of  Sciences,  315, 348. 
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Isabella,  Queen  of  Spain,  69  n,  377. 
Ixtlilxochitls,  The  three,  371. 
Jackson,  Charles  T.,  457. 
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death  of  G.  Brown  Goode,  35;  founded,  315, 351. 
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Ordway,  John  M.,  459. 

Oregon,  colleges  and  learned  societies.  35J;  scien- 
tific men  in,  464;  specimens  from,  165,  16^),  172, 

174. 
Orientalisches  Museum,  Vienna,  7S.  25S. 
Osborn,  Henry  F.,  naturalist,  4,  17, 35, 44, 47, 4.S,  61. 
Osten-Sacken,  Baron  C.  R.,  3S. 
Ottoman  Empire,  monuments  of,  199. 
Oviedo  y  Vald^  Gonzalo  Ferndndez  de,  histo- 
rian and  naturalist,  363-364. 
Owen,  David  Dale,  102, 1 19, 167, 456, 457. 
Owen,  Robert  Dale,  111, 158;  Regent  Smithsonian 

Institution,  143, 144  n,  322;  reports  Smithsonian 

bill,  no. 
Owen,  Sir  Richard,  67  n. 
Owen  bill,  in,  149. 
Owen  Collection,  122. 
Owen-Hough  bill,  no. 
Oxford,  American  students  in,  272. 
Oxford,  Ashmolean  museum  at,  68;  Pitt-Rivers 

Collection,  211. 
Page,  John,  of  Rosewell,  272  n. 
Page's  Paraguay  expedition,  311. 
Pallas,  Peter  S.,  384. 
Paris,  museums  of,  77,  78,  79,210,211,213,217,257, 

259,  260. 
Paris  Exposition  of  1889, 199. 
Parnassus,  museum  in  grove  of,  65,  244. 
Parra,  Don  Antonio  de,  naturalist,  397. 
Parsons,  U.,  167. 

Patagonia,  .specimens  from,  165, 174. 
Patterson,  Robert,  and  U.  S.  Coast  Survey,  292, 

294.  396, 434. 


!  Patterson,  R.  M.,  186, 474. 

Paulding,  James  K.,  115, 138. 

Pavcsi,  Prof.  Pietro,  38. 

Payne,  Thomas,  418. 

Peabody  Academy  of  Sciences,  Salem,  78,  21 1,  259. 

Peabody  Museum  of  Archaeology,  Cambridge, 
78,211,259. 

Peale,  Charles  Willson,  establishes  Philadelphia 
Museum,  70, 114, 273, 403, 443- 

Peale,  Rembrandt,  70, 443. 

Peale,  Rubens,  70, 443. 

Peale,  Titian  R.,  naturalist,  120  n. 

Pearce,  James  A.,  Regent  Smith.sonian  Institu- 
tion, 143, 322. 

Peck,  William  Dandridge,  zoologist,  403,  426,  430. 

Peel,  Sir  Robert,  252. 

Peirce,  Benjamin,  Superintendent  Coast  Survey, 

296;  quoted,  453-454. 457. 

Peirson,  Rev.  Abraham,  linguist,  375. 

Penn,  William,  389. 

Pennant,  Thomas,  397. 

Pennsylvania,  colleges  and  learned  societie.s,  352. 

"  Pennsylvania  Gazette,"  275, 324,416. 

Pennsylvania  Historical  Society,  274  n. 

Penrhyns  Island,  specimens  from,  171. 

People's  Palace.  London,  252. 

Percy,  Henry,  Karl  of  Northumberland,  358. 

Perkins,  H.  I).,  431. 

Perry,  Matthew  C,  commodore,  expedition  to 
Japan,  3n. 

I'ersia,  nniseunis  in,  66,  245. 

Pern,  specimens  from,  165,  172, 174. 

Peters,  Richard,  ifi6. 

Petivcr.  yatnes,  376,  377,  3H5. 

riiiladelphia,  literary'  and  scientific  activities  in 
410.  4  r^;  museums  of,  70. 

I'hiladelpliia  Museum,  70,  102.  114,  115,  273,443. 

Philippines,  specimens,  i^>6,  174;  Tagala  gram- 
mar, 162. 

Phillips,  Sir  Thomas,  ^iro  n. 

I'hilosophical  Society,  Washington.  Goode,  presi- 
dent of,  58;  founded,  315. 

Pickering,  Dr.  Charles,  naturalist,  113, 120  n,  121, 
122,  123,  125,  12S,  129, 132,  i6i,  163, 173,  174. 

Pickering,  John,  101  n. 

Pickering.  Timothy,  Secretary  of  State,  277, 278  n. 

Pickett,  James  C,  474. 

Pierce,  James,  geologist,  438, 459. 

Pike,  Nicholas,  419. 

Pike, General  Zebulon,  expedition  under,  114, 291, 

434. 

Pilling,  James  C,  philologist,  375. 

Pin  us  banksiana,40S. 

Pisa,  University  museum  of,  221. 

Piso,  383. 

Pitti  Museum,  Florence,  210. 

Pitt-Rivers  Collection,  Oxford,  78, 79,  209,  211,  259. 

Playfair,  Sir  Lyon,  on  science  in  America,  323-324. 

Pliny,  66,  245. 

Plumier,  Charles,  botanist  and  zoologist,  382. 

Pfumt'ert'a,  405. 

Poinsett,  Joel  R.,  president  National  Institution, 
97,99,100,101,102,  103,  104,  106,  107,  108,  109,  112, 
115, 116, 119,  124, 127, 129,  138,312;  first  to  .suggest 
National  Museum,  101;  Secretary  of  War,  311. 

Polk,  President  J.  K.,  319. 

Pomotec  Archipelago,  s])eci mens  from,  171. 
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S^res,  rauseam  of,  3x7. 

Sewall,  Dr.  Thomas,  184, 284, 28511, 474. 

Seybcrt,  Henry,  446. 

Shakespeare,  William,  68, 378. 

Shakespeare  Museum,  Stratford,  79, 260. 

Shepard,  Charles  U.,  446. 

Sherman,  Gen.  W.  T.,  Regent  Smithsonian  Insti- 
tution, 32a. 

Shippen,  Dr.  William,  scientific  work  of,  41a. 

Siena,  69  n,  377. 

Sienna,  museum  of,  218. 

Silliman,  Benjamin,  chemist,  57. 427, 446;  founder 
"American  Journal  of  Science,"  427,  441;  period 
of,  409. 453. 455. 457;  quoted,  435, 440. 452. 

Silliman,  Benjamin,  jr.,  446. 

Sims,  Alexander  D.,  no. 

Simms,  S.  A.,  34. 

Sinclair,  Sir  John,  Washington  to,  273. 

Singapore,  specimens  from,  165, 166, 174. 

Sitgreaves,  I«orenzo,  explorer,  458. 

Skiff,  F.J.  v.,  34. 

Slack,  Elijah,  manager  Western  Mu.seum,444  n. 

Slafter,  E.  F.,  361  n.,  372  n. 

Sloane,  Sir  Hans,  68, 102, 1 15,  238,  246  378, 386;  visit 
to  America,  389. 

Small,  William,  mathematician,  402. 

Smith,  Capt.  John,  56, 371-372. 

Smith,  Klihu  Hubbard,  quoted,  4 28. 

Smith,  James  Edward,  entomolojfist,  387  n,  391, 
429. 

Smith,  Samuel  H.,  285  n. 

Smith,  Sir  J.  E.,  4 »8. 

Smith,  William  R.,  director  Botanic  Garden,  311. 

Smithson,  James,  25,  111,  144;  l>equcst  to  the 
United  States,  85, 86, 93, 97, 136, 145,  158,  2S7,  305, 
306,307,475;  collection  of,  122. 

Smithsonian  Institution,  42, 43, 44, 45, 53, 54, 70, 85. 
fi6,9i.93»95i56,97.9*^.  »o4i  105,  107,  11)9-110, 1 11, 112. 
113,  "8,  136,  137,  141,  142, 145, 146,  147, 148, 151,  152. 
I53t  I54»  156, 280, 2S7,  28K,  298,  299, 312, 475;  histor>' 
of, 319-322;  incorporation  of,  142;  influence  on 
science  in  America,  457, 45X.  461, 462;  regents  of, 
142, 143, 144, 145, 146, 147, 14S,  149, 150, 151, 152;  rela- 
tion to  National  Museum.  150, 151. 152, 154-156; 
report  of  committee  on  organization,  143  n, 
144  n;  resolutions  on  death  of  G.  Brown  Goode, 
33;  Weather  Bureau  under,  300, 301, 302. 

Soane  Museum,  I^udon,  79,  209,  252,  260. 

Soci6t6  des  Amis  des  Sciences  Naturelles  de 
Moscow,  Goode  meml)er  of,  58. 

Soci6t4  Scientifique  du  Chile,  Goode  member  of, 

58. 
Soci^t^  Zoologique  de  France,  Goode  member  of, 

58. 
Society  for  the  Promotion  of  Science  and  the 

Useful  Arts,  Dublin,  103. 
Society  Lslands,  specimens  from,  166, 174. 
Society  of  Arts,  I/>ndon,  relation  to  American 

scientific  work,  400-401. 
Society  of  Colonial  Wars,  5, 59. 
Sons  of   the  American  Revolution,  District  of 

Columbia,  16, 3^^,  58. 
Sons  of  the  Revolution,  District  of  Columbia,  16, 

33.  .S9- 
Sooloo  Sea,  specimens  from,  166, 174. 
South  Carolina,  colleges  and  learned  societies, 

352;  scientific  men  in,  464. 
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South  IHikota,  colleges  of,  346. 

South  Kensington  Museum,  71, 76, 80, 210, 21 1, 212, 

221, 247.  ?53, 256. 259.  a6i. 
South  Sea,  idols  from,  135. 
South  Shetlands,  specimens  from,  166. 
Southampton,  Lord,  69  n,  377. 
Southard,  Samuel  L.,  285, 295, 471. 
Southern  Historical  Society,  Goode,  member  of , 

58. 
"Southern  Literary  Messenger,"  94, 140  n, 317. 
Spencer,  Herbert,  quoted,  404. 
Spencer,  John  C,  108, 157, 190,472. 
Spigelia  marilandica,  described,  388. 
Spofford,  A.  R.,  282. 
Spotswood,    Governor    William,    explorations 

under,  288. 
Spring  (Vauxhall)  Garden,  American  fishes  ex- 
hibited at,  68. 
Stansbury.  C.  F.,  141;  expedition  under,  456. 
Staughton,  Rev.  William.  285  n. 
Steele,   William,    manager   Western    Museum, 

444  n. 
Steendam,  Jakob,  382. 
Steller.  GeorR  W.,  384, 397. 
Stenia  forsterii,  405. 
Stephens,  John  L.,  170. 
Stewart.  F.  D.  (Stuart),  120  n. 
Stillingfleet.  Benjamin,  419. 
Stilh,  William.,  359. 
Stockholm,  niuscunjs  of,  78,  258. 
Stokes,  Dr.  Jonathan.  270  n. 
Stolephot  us  niitchilli,  405. 
Stolpe,  Dr.  Hjalmar,  78,  258, 
Storer,  Frank  H.,457. 
Stratford,  niuseuni  at,  6S,  79,  260. 
Strickland,  William,  iSfi. 
Strong,  M..  167. 
Sturbriilgc  Fair,  68. 

Sucklcy,  George,  and  Baird,  Spencer  F.,458. 
SuC',  an  anatomist,  70, 413. 

Sullivan,  (ien.  John,  and  Thomas  Jefferson,  394. 
.^ullivan.  J.  T.,  184. 
Sumner,  Senator  Charles.  312. 
Swartz,  Olaf,  lx)tanist,  384, 432. 
Swift,  Capt.  William  Henry,  472. 
Switzerland,  museums  of,  78, 260. 
Syng,  Philip,  416. 
Tahiti,  specimens  from,  165, 171. 
Talcott,  A.,  186. 
Tallmadge,  James,  186. 
Taney,  Chief  Ju.stice  R.  B.,  Regent  Smithsonian 

Institution,  143, 322. 
Tappan,  Benjamin,  Senator,  no,  124,  125, 179, 180, 

181, 182, 183. 
Taylor,  Zachary,  President  of  the  United  States, 

139, 140. 
Tennent,  Dr.  John,  botanist,  387-388. 
Tennessee  colleges  and  learned  societies,  352. 
Terguenett,  Lord,  88  n. 

Terra  del  Fuego,  specimens  from,  165, 17^,  174. 
Tertre,  Jean  Bapti.ste  du,  traveler,  381. 
Texas,  colleges  of,  353;  scientific  men  in.  464. 
Thacher,  John  Boyd,  37. 
Thalictt um  cotftittt\  405. 
The  Hague,  museums  of,  78,  211,  25S. 
Thtodat,  Gabriel  Sagard,  explorer,  361  11,  3S1. 
Thomas,  Franci.s.  285. 
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Walker,  Pmnds  A.,  Superintendent  Tenth  Cen- 
sus, 53. 

Walker,  R.  J.,  Senator,  103,  104,  106,  107,  xo8,  124, 
125, 176, 179, 190, 191, 472;  quoted,  474. 

Walker,  Sears  C,  457> 

Wallace,  Alfred  Russell,  axa,  257, 4a& 

Wallis,  Dr.  John,  265  n,  359. 

Walter,  Thomas,  botanist,  399. 

Walter,  Thomas  U.,  155. 

Walton,  Isaac,  10. 

Wangenheim,  Capt  Frederick  A.  J.,  432. 

Warner,  Walter,  358, 359. 

Warrington,  Commodore  I^ewis,  176, 180. 

Washington,  D.  C,  museums  of,  77, 259;  scientific 
men  in,  463;  societies  of,  3, 315. 

Washington,  George,  278,  324;  and  internal  im- 
provements, 277;  and  Military  Academy  at 
West  Point,  277, 434;  and  a  national  university, 
«74»  «75. 3".  3";  interest  in  science,  273, 307, 323, 

41*^19.433.466,471. 
Washington  College,  275. 
Washington  relics,  disposition  of,  140, 142. 
Washington  State,  college  of,  353. 
Washington  University,  proposal  to  establish. 

145. 
Waterhouse,  Prof.  Benjamin,  naturalist,  402, 415, 

427. 
Waterton,  Charles,  419. 
Watts,  Frederick,  Commissioner  of  Agriculture, 

316. 
Way  land,  Francis,  recommendation  respecting 

use  of  Smithsonian  fund,  94. 
Wayne,  Gen.  Anthony,  418. 
Webster,  Daniel,  394, 471. 
Webster,  H.,  naturalist,  441. 
Webster,  Prof.  J.  W.,  geologist,  438. 
Weightman,  Roger  C,  285  n. 
Weimar,  museum  of,  210. 
Weld,  Isaac,  influence  on  Smithson,  2S7  n,  320. 
Welling,  Dr.  J.  C,  276,  284;  Regent  Smithsonian 

Institution,  322. 
WelLs,  Dr.  William  Charles,  428. 
Wesleyan  University,  18,42,43;  "College  Argus," 

21,  23,  42,  55;  Orange  Judd  Hall  of  Natural  Sci- 
ence, 42, 55, 316. 
Western  Museum,  Cincinnati,  71, 444;  Society,  71, 


Western  Reserve  College,  observatory  of,  306. 

Westminster  Abbey,  210. 

West  Point,  Military  Academy  at,  277. 

West  Virginia,  colleges  and  learned  societies, 
353;  scientific  men  in,  464. 

Wheeler,  Ueut.  George  M.,  459. 

Wheeler,  William  A.,  Regent  Smithsonian  Insti- 
tution, 322. 

Whewell,  William,  363, 368  n. 

White.    See  With. 

White,  Gilbert,  419. 

White  Bear,  I«ondon,  American  fishes  exhibited 
at,  68, 378. 

Whitney,  Prof.  Josiah  D.,  274  n,  457. 

Whittlesey,  Charles,  459. 

Wickliffe,  C.  A.,  190. 

Wiertz,  Antonie  J.,  artist,  209. 

Wilkes,  Capt.  Charles,  expedition  under,  69,  114, 
115,  119,  i2on-i2in,  122, 125, 126, 127,  128,  131,  311; 
observations  by,  308. 


Wilkes  exploring  expedition,  114,  115,  116,  117, 
i2on-i2xn,  122,  123,  124,  126, 127, 128, 129, 131, 135, 
152, 153,  159. 161, 162, 164, 165, 166, 167, 168, 169, 170, 
173. 174. 177, 178, 179. 180, 182, 311. 312, 453, 458. 

Wilkins,  Bishop  John,  265, 266. 

Wilkin^  William,  190. 

Willard,  Dr.  Joseph,  Thomas  Jefferson  to,  395. 

Willcox,  Gen.  Orlando  B.,  33. 

Willett,  Joseph,  167. 

William  the  Conqueror,  King  of  Bngland,  135. 

William  and  Mary  College.  See  College  of  WiU 
liam  and  Mary. 

Williams,  Gen.  Jonathan,  first  president  West 
Point  Military  Academy,  277;  scientific  work, 

414-415. 
Williams,  I^.  R.,  187. 
Williams,  Rev.  Samuel,  427. 
Williams  College,  observatory  of,  306. 
Williamson,  Dr.  Hugh,  astronomer,  265,  399-400, 

421, 430. 
Wilmot,  David,  no. 
Wilson,  Alexander,  ornithologist,  291  n,  429^430, 

434, 442, 448, 451 ;  relations  with  Audubon,  450. 
Wilson,  Gen.  John  M.,  277  n. 
Wilson,  William  Iy.,4, 13,59. 
Winchell,  Alexander,  459. 
Winkelmann,  Hans  Just,  traveler,  384. 
Winlock,  Joseph,  317  n. 
Winslow,  Ktlward,  372. 
Winsor,  Justin,  274  n. 
Winthrop,    John,    ist,  correspondent  of  Royal 

Society,  265, 375. 
Winthrop,  John,  2d,  a  founder  of  Royal  Society, 

265, 375- 

Winthrop,  John,  3rd,  contributor  to  Royal  Soci- 
ety, 265, 375. 

Winthrop,  Juhii,  ])rofcssor  at  Harvard,  402. 

Winthrop,  Robert  C,  2f-*). 

Wirt,  William,  2S3  n,  285  n,  2S7. 

Wisconsin,  colleges  and  learned  societies,  354. 

Wisconsin  Academy  of  Arts,  Science,  and  I^ct- 
ters,  315,  354. 

Wistar,  Dr.  Caspar,  correspondence  with  JefTer- 
son,  281 ;  scientific  work,  400,  412, 413,  429. 

It'istaria,  405. 

With  (or  White),  John,  first  artist  to  visit  Amer- 
ica, 362. 

Woo<l,  Anthony,  358,  359. 

Wood,  William,  naturalist,  373-374, 375. 

Woodbridge,  William,  Senator,  125, 183. 

Woodbury,  Levi,  Senator,  president  National  In- 
stitution, 100,  loi  n,  103,  105, 106,  107, 109, 136, 139, 
176,180,185,190,191,472. 

Woodhouse,  Dr.  James,  chemist  and  mineralo- 
gist, 400, 415. 

World's  Fair,  I«ondon,  140, 141. 

Wyman,  Jeffries,  457, 459. 

Wyoming,  college  and  learned  society,  354. 

Yale  Analytical  Laboratory,  founded,  456. 

Yale  College,  273. 

Yarnall,  Mordecai,  317. 

Yeomans,  John  W.,  186. 

Young,  Arthur,  Washington  to,  273. 

Zach,  Dr.  Franz  von,  359. 

Ziegler,  Mr.,  specimens  presented  by,  167. 

Z<x>1ogical  Society,  Tendon,  Goode  member  of, 
5S;  address  before,  461. 
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